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CHAPTER I 

RETROSPECT 

BE F O R E introducing to the reader the soldier-
statesman who is the subject of this memoir, 

it seems advisable to give a short sketch of existing 
conditions in the country which he was called upon 
to govern. Indeed it is almost necessary thus to 
prepare the ground for the advent of our proconsul, 
so that the reader may properly understand the 
kind of furrow he had to break. One may affirm too 
with perfect safety that the great lull which fell 
upon Canada at the close of the stir and turmoil of 
the Seven Years' War and the downfall of French 
power on the St. Lawrence, presents few attractions 
to the mind of a reader exhilarated by the glamour 
of those dramatic incidents. Most of us, on closing 
that page of history which influenced the future of 
two hemispheres far more than Waterloo, have felt 
little inclination to concern ourselves with the im­
mediate fortunes of a few thousand war-sick and 
isolated French-Canadians. The historical student 
has turned more readily to the greater problems that 
so soon began to agitate the people of those British 
provinces after their safety had been secured by 
the fleets and armies of the mother country. Most 
people have a vague, but sufficiently accurate notion, 
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L O R D D O R C H E S T E R 

that the French-Canadians were left practically un­
disturbed in their laws and religion, and that to this 
wise and benevolent pohcy they responded with a 
due measure of loyalty and affection. But it is nec­
essary here to be a little more precise and to in­
dicate some of those complications inevitable to 
such new conditions, and the difficulties which beset 
the administrators of the conquered province from 
its first occupation. 

Canada had been surrendered to Amherst by 
L^vis on the fall of Montreal in 1760. But the war 
with France in Europe was only closed by the 
peace of two years later, when the colony was form­
ally ceded to the British Crown. Throughout this 
interval Canada was under a purely military rule, 
administered by a governor in Quebec with others 
nominally subordinate to him at Three Rivers and 
Montreal respectively. The chief authority, how­
ever, still lay with the commander-in-chief at New 
York, a position retained by Amherst. But for aU 
practical purposes General Murray may be re­
garded as the administrator of Canada until the 
peace, as he was also its first actual governor sub­
sequently to it. Murray had been one of Wolfe's 
three brigadiers at the Battle of the Plains. He 
had remained in command at Quebec and ably 
defended it against the French throughout the 
following winter. He was a good soldier and well 
versed in the military and civil conditions of North 
America, and withal an able, sensible and extremely 
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W O U L D C A N A D A BE R E T A I N E D 

just man with a good knowledge of the French 
language. 

These three years of mihtary rule were, of course, 
regarded as a mere temporary expedient. No one 
knew positively whether Canada would be retained 
or restored at the treaty which would follow the 
approaching peace. The country was then regarded 
by British colonists as of no value for agricultural 
settlement, while its commercial statistics were con­
temptible. Its importance seemed mainly strategic; 
it was a foothold whence the dreaded power 
of France might menace the western continent. 
However, there were a few, how few must always 
be the marvel of us moderns, who saw the hand­
writing on the wall and who understood the 
temper of the average American colonist: his in­
tense localism and aloofness from the pohtical and 
social atmosphere of the mother country, his grow­
ing impatience of every form of restriction—and 
some were really galling, originating outside his 
own provincial legislature. A few prescient Eng­
hshmen, and more Frenchmen, displayed an indif­
ference to the possession of Canada for the same 
reason, but from opposite motives. With the French 
power firmly seated on the St. Lawrence, it is safe 
to say that no thoughts of independence would 
have germinated to the south of it. But these warn­
ing voices were scarcely heard at the time—sig­
nificant though they are to read of nowadays in the 
light of our later knowledge. 
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L O R D D O R C H E S T E R 

Murray's temporary government had been merci­
ful and successful within its. limitations. Both he 
and his officers won by degrees the hearts and the 
confidence of their late antagonists. They adtninis-
tered the law fairly and justly and did everything in 
their power to mitigate those sufferings, inevitable 
at the close of a devastating war, which in this case 
had been aggravated by the monstrous frauds and 
corruption of Bigot and his gang. Even the British 
soldier out of his poor pittance was not backward 
with such assistance as he was able to offer. When an 
order had gone out, however, in the autumn of 1761 
to the garrisons in North America that the soldier 
was to pay four pence a day for his rations, hitherto 
provided by government, a serious mutiny broke 
out in Quebec. Fearful of the contagion spreading 
to other garrisons, Murray and his officers threw 
themselves into the breach with fine coolness and 
daring, and at the imminent peril of their lives, 
quashed a rising among these veteran troops, who as 
contemporary accounts tell us, w êre "mad with rage" 
at what they deemed a gross injustice. This inter­
vention elicited the special gratitude of the king. 

A t this time too the great Indian rising known 
as "Pontiac's W a r " broke out. All the western 
Indians who had been actively or passively attached 
to the French virent on the war-path. The old French 
forts fi-om Michihmackinac in the far north-west to 
the Ohio valley, now mainly occupied by small 
British garrisons, had been treacherously attacked 
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PONTIAC'S W A R 

and most of them had fallen. There had been much 
massacre and bloodshed. The frontiers of the middle 
provinces were threatened as they had been threat­
ened after Braddock's defeat. Pontiac was an able 
and crafty leader of his race and had opened the 
war at Detroit, the defence of which important post 
by Major Gladwin is a memorable episode in North 
American history. 

The French traders and settlers round these re­
mote posts had no doubt some hand in fomenting 
discontent. The commanding influence and tact of 
Sir William Johnson succeeded in quieting the 
serious discontent of the Six Nations whose territory 
lay between the settlements and the West. If they 
had risen the situation would have been serious 
indeed. Their grievances were genuine enough, for 
the land greed of the British colonists, from highest 
to lowest, led to the most unscrupulous and dishon­
est methods of acquiring patents to Indian lands, 
the most flagrant among which being that of plying 
the Indians with liquor and securing their signatures 
to deeds when drunk. The provinces were loud in 
their claims to manage their own Indian affairs so 
long as it was a matter of mere land grabbing, but 
when the vengeance this awakened threatened their 
frontiers they called to the Crown to protect them 
and grudged every shiUing and every man they 
were asked to contribute. Pontiac's War, however, 
had been mainly instigated by the French influence 
in the western country and had been further en-
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L O R D D O R C H E S T E R 

couraged by the lack of friendly recognition and 
attention which the Indian's dignity required as part 
of the price of his friendship. 

The war lasted for three years and occupied sev­
eral British regiments, but was indifferently sup­
ported by the colonists whom it chiefly concemed. 
The gallant Swiss colonel. Bouquet, of the 60th was 
its guiding spirit. His masterly marches through the 
Alleghany forests on the track of the unfortunate 
Braddock and the heroic Forbes, and yet a hundred 
miles deeper into the wilderness than they, his hotly 
fought and successful actions with outnumbering 
Indian warriors on their own grounds, are among 
the best performances of a British officer and British 
regulars in the American wars. The war was not 
finished till 1765. But when Bouquet had done with 
them the western Indians from Michihmackinac to 
the Mississippi had no longer any shadow of a doubt 
but that King George, and not King Louis, was now 
their father. Colonial legislatures passed eloquent 
addresses of thanks to the soldier, the gentleman, 
and the scholar who had delivered them from their 
terrible foes. And they might well have included 
Johnson in their eulogies, for his ceaseless efforts 
had alone prevented four thousand Iroquois warriors 
from joining in the fray. Bouquet was made a brig­
adier, but that was the limit of recognition a grate­
ful king and government accorded him. Though 
only forty-six his health would seem to have been 
undermined, and death closed his honourable hfe in 
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T H E T R E A T Y O F P A R I S 

the years of his last and most important service. 
H e died at his new command in Florida and added 
another grave to those of the " unremembered dead" 
whose services England overlooked then and has 
long forgotten, because they were given not in the 
glare of the footlights but on the remote and un­
familiar stages where the work of empire has been 
so largely done. Students, however, have not for­
gotten Bouquet, for many volumes of papers con­
nected with his long service in America lie ready to 
their hand in the British Museum, He bequeathed 
them to his friend and executor. General Haldi­
mand, another Swiss officer of the same famous 
corps, who has himself contributed almost as volu­
minously to the contemporary literature of the 
period. I t is surely a curious reflection that to the 
literary zeal and foresight of these two loyal, foreign-
born officers, we are indebted for the largest mass of 
contemporary evidence left by any persons con­
nected with this period in North America. 

The Treaty of Paris in 1763 decided the retention 
of Canada by Great Britain, and it was immediately 
followed at the close of the same year by a procla­
mation of George I I I regarding his new govern­
ments in North America. We are only here con­
cerned with that of Quebec, which excluding Nova 
Scotia and of course Newfoundland, covered the 
whole of what was then regarded as Canada. In the 
far north the Hudson's Bay Company, then as for a 
century later, held its solitary reign. Concerning the 
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L O R D D O R C H E S T E R 

title to the territory now roughly occupied by the 
provinces of Quebec and Ontario, though the latter 
was still a wilderness, there was no doubt. But it is 
easy to forget that after the cession of Canada the 
whole of the western country from Lake Erie south­
ward behind the Alleghanies and as far as the New 
Orleans settlements up the Mississippi, ceded by the 
same treaty to Spain, was included in the king's 
new province. French settlement then extended 
no farther westward than the Island of Montreal. 
Modern Ontario and the vast west behind and to 
the south of it was occupied by the Indian nations, 
and thinly sprinkled with fortified trading-posts 
whose French defenders were now displaced by 
British garrisons. 

The new ordinance confirmed the French in­
habitants, or " new subjects " as they were called, 
in the full exercise of their religion as already 
promised at the surrender. I t directed the sub­
stitution of the English criminal code for the more 
merciless French usages, an innovation already 
practically made and gladly accepted by the mass 
of the French inhabitants. In the matter of the 
civil code the proclamation was more vague, direct­
ing that English law should be followed so far as 
was compatible with the nature and customs of the 
people. This tentative clause was probably wise 
and even inevitable, but it gave rise to much of the 
misunderstanding and confusion with which the 
earlier governors had to grapple. The proclamation 
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I N I T I A L D I F F I C U L T I E S 

went on to invite English-speaking people, or the 
"king's old subjects," to make their home in his 
new dominion, promising them, when the time 
should be ripe, all the benefits and blessings of 
British institutions and representative government. 
The French population at this time numbered 
nearly ninety thousand. The English for a long 
time scarcely exceeded four hundred, entirely con­
fined to the two small cities of Quebec and Mont­
real, which contained between them a population 
of some seventeen thousand souls. The English 
settlers were mainly composed of traders and mis­
cellaneous people of lower degree, with a few dis­
banded soldiers and half-pay officers, who had 
followed the army. The majority were from the 
American colonies, and their numerical insignifi­
cance did not prevent them from at once en­
deavouring to estabhsh the axiom that the country 
was to be administered entirely by themselves, and 
mainly in their own interests. 

Murray was now appointed governor and captain-
general of Canada, During his mihtary governor­
ship he had already experienced much trouble from 
the overweening pretensions of this small faction. 
H e was now, like his successors, to experience much 
more. This difficulty will be so prominent in these 
pages that it will be enough to say here that it 
was aggravated by the fact of the British residents 
being, upon the whole, inferior representatives of 
their nation, while among the mass of unlettered 
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L O R D D O R C H E S T E R 

and reactionary French-Canadians there were several 
hundred persons of the seigniorial class, men, gener­
ally speaking, of pohte manners and sufficient edu­
cation, and accustomed to the respect accorded to a 
more or less exclusive caste. Murray and his officers 
had not unnaturally estabhshed good relations with 
the leading representatives of this small noblesse, 
while with those not immediately in contact with 
him, as well as with the religious bodies and the 
peasantry the former had earned a general reputa­
tion for kindness, justice and integrity of purpose. 
In spite of the soreness of recent defeat with its 
attendant suffering, British rule was perhaps never 
quite so popular as in the days when Murray, who 
had won the confidence of the French-Canadians 
during his miUtary dictatorship, retained it through 
the thornier period which distinguished the inaugu­
ration of civil government. 

The number of the Canadian noblesse who re­
turned to France has been frequently exaggerated. 
I t seems to have been well under three hundred, 
including women and children,. and many of these 
were actually officers serving in the French army, 
who followed their regiments. Amherst at the sur­
render in 1760 had granted religious freedom, but 
refused French law, and had allowed eighteen 
months for all those unwilhng to accept such terms 
to wind up their affairs and return to France. 

The question of civil law is dry enough in the 
narration but it was of prodigious importance to a 
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S E I G N I O R I A L T E N U R E 

reactionary population wedded to immemorial cus­
tom. No wonder royal proclamations were timid of 
definition. But the general construction put upon 
the ordinance by the Enghsh authorities at Quebec 
was that of an Enghsh code. I t was soon found, 
however, that to disturb the French laws of land 
tenure and inheritance, with which the whole seig­
niorial system of the province was bound up, was 
to invite chaos. Still more, any attempt at innova­
tion was ignored. So the government was virtually 
compelled to acquiesce in the old custom so far as 
these more vital matters were concerned. 

I t is possible that there may be readers who need 
reminding that the land system of Lower Canada 
was of a quasi-feudal nature; that the country was 
partitioned into large estates held of the French 
Crown by a resident noblesse created during the 
past century and a half for this specific purpose. 
These seigniories were occupied by the peasantry 
or habitants at trifling rents, with the reservation of 
mill privileges and the payment of certain dues to 
the lord on sales or succession, and other transac­
tions common to feudal or manorial custom. The 
seigniors held their estates rather in the sense of 
trustees for the people than as mihtary fiefs. Though 
they had been the natural leaders of the mihtia of 
the colonies, the " mihtia captains " responsible for 
the force were specially selected persons in various 
districts, seigniorial rank not of necessity carrying 
military rank. 
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L O R D D O R C H E S T E R 

If the noblesse bore a partial resemblance, as 
was inevitable, to that of older countries, the 
peasantry, on the other hand, were more inde­
pendent and well-to-do than those of France, as 
testified by a score of contemporary writers. A 
considerable fraction of the population were occu­
pied as coureurs de bois in the fur trade, but the 
majority lived under the conditions here briefly 
indicated, along the banks of the St. Lawrence 
from Montreal to Gaspe. Those seigniors who had 
sufficient means, however, seem like their bigger 
prototypes in France, and with better reason, to 
have spent much of their time at one or other of 
the two cities, while many of them in the late 
regime had held offices of various kinds in Quebec 
or Montreal, which added to their income. 

Inadequate as is this slight sketch of a wide and 
complex subject it describes the situation sufficiently 
to give the reader some notion how widely dif­
ferent were the ideas of French and English colon­
ists on the subject of land tenure. The latter, then 
as now, accustomed to acquire as much land in 
actual freehold as he had money to pay for, to buy 
and sell, barter or exchange it at a moment's notice, 
was confronted on coming to Canada, particularly 
if he came from the colonies, with a system that 
seemed to his restless and irreverent and material 
soul, barbarous and mediaeval. From his office or 
shop in Quebec he clamoured for an application of 
the Enghsh land laws, not because he wanted to 
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T H E Q U E S T I O N O F CIVIL L A W 

become a land owner, but because as a true Briton, 
made still more opinionative perhaps by the mtol-
erant freedom of New England, he thought the 
French laws ridiculous and suggestive of tyranny, 
just as he considered Roman Catholics as outside the 
pale of human justice. 

But all attempts to enforce English civil law 
in matters connected with property rebounded 
from the adamantine walls by which French cus­
toms were encircled, leaving scarcely any impres­
sion, Murray with his broad sympathies and sound 
sense soon discouraged the attempt and a little 
later it was formally abandoned. Two civil officers 
were sent out from England, a chief-justice and 
an attorney-general, to inaugurate and supervise one 
of the most complicated judicial problems that the 
wit of man could have been asked to solve. They 
were hopeless failures, neither of them knowing any 
French or any law, and they were in due course 
dismissed. As regards the general government, 
Murray had been empowered by royal instruction 
to nominate a council of eight members authorized 
to make laws and ordinances. This he had done, 
including in the number one French-Canadian. The 
new courts were formally established in 1764. There 
was a court of king's bench holding its sessions at 
Quebec twice a year for trying civil and criminal 
cases according to Enghsh law,—with an appeal to 
the governor in council in amounts over three 
hundred pounds and to the king in amounts over 
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L O R D D O R C H E S T E R 

five hundred pounds. There was a court of com­
mon pleas, holding bi-annual sessions, to determine 
according to equity, having regard to English laws, 
and to try cases above the value of ten pounds. 
Trial by jury might be resorted to if demanded 
by either party, and there were to be no religious 
disqualifications. Lastly justices of the peace were 
appointed throughout the various districts of the 
province. 

The French in spite of their confidence in Murray 
were greatly perturbed at the prospect of a change 
to laws they knew nothing of, administered in 
the courts in a language they did not understand 
and by people who did not understand theirs. Not 
one in fifty could read or write and their very 
ignorance made them the more fearful. The atti­
tude of the handful of British who had come among 
them was not of a kind to win their hearts, or wean 
them from their old customs. Murray describes them 
in one letter to the home government as " men of 
mean education, either young or inexperienced, or 
older men who had failed elsewhere," in another as 
" licentious fanatics," One might suspect even this 
shrewd soldier of over-heated language if Carleton 
had not in his turn treated his British-Canadian 
subjects to somewhat similar flowers of speech in 
his confidential despatches. 

Here is the first presentment of the grand jury, 
the spokesmen of the handful of "licentious fan­
atics " who had come in to make money and regen-
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T H E F I R S T G R A N D J U R Y 

erate Canada at the same time, and the reader may 
gather something of their point of view. They called 
for the better observance of the Sabbath Day and 
declaimed against the ordinary festivities of the 
Roman Cathohc country they had transferred them­
selves to. They furthermore put it on record that a 
learned clergy was required to preach the Gospel in 
French and English. They demanded that no ordin­
ance should be passed by the governor in council 
without consultation with themselves, and that the 
public accounts should be laid before them twice a 
year. They also represented the ordinances of the 
governor in council creating courts of judicature in 
the provinces as unconstitutional. Having hit at the 
government they then fired a shaft at the army, de­
claring it unfitting that its officers should exercise 
any judicial authority. Finally they protested against 
Roman Catholics sitting on juries in their own law 
courts, as it was " in flagrant violation of our most 
sacred laws and liberties and tending to the entire 
subversion of the Protestant rehgion," etc., etc. They 
also referred to Canada, which was as old as Virginia, 
as "an infant colony." This piece of presumption on 
the part of a quarter sessions grand jury in hector­
ing and reprimanding the king's governor and 
council, accompanied by pretensions to represent 
the colony, took away the breath of the presiding 
justices, who snubbed them soundly on every point. 
As for Murray he was justly enraged at this irreg­
ular attack on his administration. He sent home 
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L O R D D O R C H E S T E R 

despatches giving the names of the signatories who 
represented, he declared, about two hundred of their 
race and faith in Quebec and Montreal, not ten of 
whom were freeholders, and who aspired to absolute 
dominion over eighty thousand of the king's new 
subjects. Moreover, six French-Canadian grand 
jurors who understood no English had been fraudu­
lently induced to join in the presentment and now 
petitioned the king stating in what manner they 
had been deceived. The result of all this was a royal 
reprimand to these intolerant busybodies and a 
further announcement of His Majesty's intentions 
to see complete justice done in every way to his 
new French subjects. 

Murray now thought it advisable to send a rep­
resentative to London to explain the situation to 
the British government, and accordingly selected 
Cramahd, the most efficient member of the council 
—a Swiss by birth but an officer in the British army 
by profession. The British merchants countered 
this by despatching one of their own number to 
propagate their version of Canadian affairs in Lon­
don. The British community slowly increased to 
between four and five hundred. They gathered all 
the trade of the colony into their hands, the French 
showing little aptitude for it, but being persons for 
the most part of little or no capital and not many 
scruples, such impetus to business as they created 
was qualified by the friction they stirred u p ; for 
they seem to have spared no pains in letting the 
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D I S L I K E O F T H E A R M Y 

French know their opinion of their customs, habits 
and rehgion, and on the other hand to have taken 
httle trouble to acquire the language of the coimtry 
they traded in. Their relations with the military 
were quite as unfortunate, imbibed apparently from 
the American colonies where the troops who pro­
tected the country in time of war were flouted in 
peace as the pestilent minions of autocratic rule. 

No barracks had as yet been built in Canada and 
billeting was an unfortunate necessity. The British 
merchants, and from example many of the urban 
French inhabitants, adopted such a bitter attitude 
towards the army that the resentment of the soldiers 
was very naturally aroused and a good deal of un­
pleasantness evoked. The magistrates were drawn 
mainly from the small British civihan class who 
were deeply imbued with the new spirit of anti-
military republicanism born of the removal of the 
French terror from their borders. They passed severe 
sentences on the little frohcs of exuberant privates, 
and this with an unctuous malevolence that was 
doubtless galling to the men whose devotion alone 
had made a career in Canada possible for these eight­
eenth century Bumbles. The officers shared in an 
odium quite unmerited in their case and not merely 
resented by themselves but by the better class 
among the French, with whom they seem to have 
been distinctly popular. The British community 
then went so far as to forward a petition to the 
Crovra for Murray's recall, signed by twenty-one 
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LORD DORCHESTER 

persons. In this precious document they declared 
that they had submitted patiently to arbitrary mili­
tary rule where they had expected to enjoy the 
blessings of British liberty, which in plain English 
meant a monopoly of authority over their French 
fellow-subjects and a legislative assembly chosen 
from themselves alone. A somewhat characteristic 
complaint against the much harassed governor was 
his remissness in attending church. This petition 
was supported by the London merchants for whom 
they acted as principals or agents, and whose know­
ledge of the complexities of the situation must have 
been even less than that of their present day des­
cendants, which is saying much. A counter petition 
was promptly forwarded by the French seigniors 
defending Murray in eloquent language, describing 
him as the victim of a cabal, expressing the highest 
esteem for his justice and his good qualities, and 
praying for his retention. The friction with the 
military gave rise to a regrettable incident in Mont­
real at the close of 1764, which caused much heat and 
excitement throughout the colony, and as its eff'ects 
lasted long after Carleton had assumed the gover­
norship a brief outhne of it seems necessary here. 

I t so happened that one Walker, a leading 
trader and magistrate in Montreal, English by birth, 
but Bostonian by recent habitation, had been ex­
tremely forward in securing the severe sentences 
passed upon the soldiers. He was a notoriously sour 
and bad-tempered person and deeply imbued with 
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T H E W A L K E R OUTRAGE 

those feelings of dishke towards everything mon­
archical or military then gathering strength in the 
province he had come from. The trouble arose out 
of a billeting order in the execution of which a 
certain Captain Fraser had assigned another officer. 
Captain Payne, to rooms in the house of a French-
Canadian, which he himself had just vacated. In this 
house it so happened there lodged a magistrate, on 
which account the owner claimed exemption; but 
Fraser argued that the exemption applied only to 
the actual houses of magistrates, not to those where 
they happened to be lodging. Captain Payne, how­
ever, positively dechned to move, upon which a 
warrant was issued against him, and on his proving 
obdurate he was summoned before the magistrates 
and promptly committed to gaol. After lying there 
for some days he applied to the chief-justice of the 
province for a habeas corpus and was set at hberty. 
But the resentment felt by the garrison at what was 
conceived to be an outrage and an insult was pro­
digious. Fraser wrote to Murray that unless these 
magistrates were deposed he would himself resign. 
The justices, however, showing no signs of contrition, 
but rather the reverse, the garrison lodged a formal 
complaint. Feehng ran very high and Murray sum­
moned the magistrates concerned to wait on him 
at Quebec ; but before they could start an event 
occurred which brought matters to a crisis and 
wrought up the whole colony to a high pitch of 
excitement. 
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L O R D D O R C H E S T E R 

Walker was the most active of the offending 
magistrates, and a plot was hatched by persons un­
known to punish him. One night, while at supper 
with his wife, a number of masked men entered his 
house and assaulted him in most ferocious fashion, 
among other deeds cutting off* a piece of his ear. 
The incident was of course serious, but the stir it 
created through the colony was out of aU proportion, 
for it seemed certain that it must have been the 
work of some members of the garrison, and the 
faction opposed to them had an extraordinary op­
portunity for vindicating their treasured prejudices. 
All contemporary accounts declare that a panic 
seized the colony, and that every one expected to 
be robbed and murdered in his bed. When a soldier 
entered a shop we are told he had a pistol presented 
at his head until he completed his purchase. Even 
the French-Canadians, mostly neutral in these quar­
rels, took alarm. The noise of it̂  reached England 
and the Crown offered a reward of a hundred guin^ 
eas with a free pardon for any information leading 
to the conviction of the offenders. The victim him­
self offered a like sum for the discovery of the de-
spoiler of his ear, while the inhabitants of Montreal 
offered another three hundred pounds. These large 
rewards were absolutely without effect, and it was 
not till two years afterwards, soon after Carleton's 
arrival, that anything transpired and a greater stir 
than ever was created of which we shall hear in due 
course. These events took place at the close of 1764. 
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In that year the governorship of Montreal and Three 
Rivers had been abohshed, Haldimand held office 
at the latter place and Burton at Montreal, where 
he had given, and continued to give, Murray some 
trouble by refusing to recognize his authority. In­
deed Murray appears to have regarded the disturb­
ances there as partly due to lack of a firm hand. 

A few weeks after the Walker outrage there 
was more friction than ever between the troops and 
the magistrates, A number of men of the 28th were 
committed to gaol with vindictive harshness, and 
feeling ran so high that a mutiny was feared and 
Burton deemed it necessary to acquaint Murray, 
Upon this the latter at once proceeded to Montreal, 
and affirmed that he found the inhabitants in fear 
of their hves and that a guard was mounted nightly 
at Walker's door. He spent some weeks in the town 
endeavouring to restore confidence and harmony and 
in prosecuting inquiries into the Walker mystery, 
which proved, as already intimated, fruitless. Before 
leaving he made arrangements for substituting an­
other regiment for the 28th, which was already 
under marching orders. 

The question of their religion, now that all hope 
of restoration to France was over, gave the French-
Canadians many tremors and the British govern­
ment much concern. Throughout the British colon­
ies the liberal policy of the Crown in this particular 
had been freely censured, and it became one of the 
leading grievances in their indictment of the mother 
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country when the colonies began to formulate them. 
The government, however, stood firm on this point. 
There were many difficulties connected with its 
actual settlement. By the terms of surrender in 1760 
free exercise of religion was granted "till the king's 
pleasure should be known." The king's pleasure 
was of course expressed in the treaty of three years 
later, and ordained that his new Roman Catholic 
subjects might profess the worship of their religion 
according to the rights of the Romish Church " so 
far as the laws of Great Britain permitted," a con­
cession, however, which scandalized the British col­
onies and yet did not fully ease the minds of the 
indulged Canadians, Clericalism was a weighty force 
in the life of French Canada and the last sentence 
seems to have frightened its leaders. Moreover there 
were some practical difficulties. There had been no 
bishop, for instance, in the country since the sur­
render. An unqualified refusal had been given by the 
Crown to any further introduction of priests from 
France, for it was an obvious inference that they 
would strive to maintain the bonds of sentiment 
between the mother country and its lost colony, and 
in case of war would be dangerous agents. There 
now seemed to the Canadians some fear of their 
supply of priests running out, and Murray reported 
that it was the rising generation whose souls they 
were mainly anxious about. The leading ecclesiastics 
of Quebec petitioned the Crown, suggesting that 
priest's should be introduced from other countries 
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than France, or that a bishop should be elected by 
themselves. After much discussion the latter sug­
gestion was adopted and Monseigneur Briand was 
selected by the British government from three or four 
candidates, and was consecrated in Paris, He arrived 
about the time of Murray's departure in 1766. 

The Jesuits too about this time were expelled 
from France, and the few that were in Canada as 
well as their considerable property became the sub­
ject of much controversy. Another trouble arose 
from the fact that a great deal of the old paper 
money issued by the French in the late war was 
still held in Canada, and though its redemption was a 
condition of the treaty the French government had 
shuffled a good deal in the matter and had caused 
the Canadians much anxiety and some loss. The 
English traders in Canada made considerable profits 
in buying up this paper from those who were forced 
to sell, though Murray did his best to prevent such 
sacrifices by opening an office for registrating the 
notes. The total amount of this paper in circulation 
was seventeen million livres. 

The discontent of the British community with 
Murray found expression from time to time in let­
ters of complaint to prominent persons in England 
which, added to the disturbance in Montreal, 
prompted the home government to summon him to 
London in an inquiring rather than a censorious 
mood, so far as one may learn. He arrived in the 
summer of 1766, leaving Colonel Irving, the senior 
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member of the council, as his deputy. As it happened 
he never returned though he retained his governor­
ship for some time longer. 

After reaching London Murray pubhshed in 
August a written report addressed to Lord Shel­
burne. As an account of the colony by the man 
who had been responsible for its government for six 
years and who had on the whole acted with judg­
ment and wisdom, a brief summary of his picture 
of it will be no bad introduction to the advent 
of his successor. 

After an exact enumeration of the statistics of 
the country as to land, population, live stock and so 
forth, which having been collected by himself shows 
much praiseworthy assiduity, he treats of the British 
Protestant population, most of whom were "follow­
ers of the army, of mean education, or soldiers dis­
banded at its reduction. All have their fortunes to 
make and I hear few of them are solicitous about 
the means where the end can be obtained; in general 
the most immoral collection of men I ever knew and 
of course little calculated to make the new subjects 
enamoured with our laws, religion and customs, far 
less adapted to enforce these laws and to govern." 

The Canadians on the other hand, the report 
declares, had been accustomed to arbitrary and 
military government, and were a frugal and indus­
trious, moral race of men who from the mild treat­
ment they received from the king's officers who 
ruled the country from the surrender of the colony 
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till the treaty of 1763, when civil government was 
declared, had greatly got the better of the natural 
antipathy they had to their conquerors, Murray 
here describes " the numerous noblesse piquing 
themselves much on the antiquity of their families, 
their own military glory and that of their ancestors, 
and though not rich, nevertheless in a situation, in 
a country of abundance where money is scarce and 
luxury unknown, to support their dignity. Their 
tenantry who pay only an annual quit rent of a 
dollar for a hundred acres are at their ease and 
comfortable. They had been accustomed to respect 
and obey their noblesse, their tenancies being in the 
feudal manner," 

They had shared with the officers the dangers 
of the battlefield, and their natural afflections had in­
creased in proportion to the calamities overtaking 
both in the conquest of the country. As they had 
been taught to respect their superiors, Murray tells 
us, they were shocked at the insults which their nob­
lesse and the king's officers had received from the 
English traders and lawyers since civil government 
was instituted. I t was natural to suppose them jealous 
of their religion, for it had been the policy of the 
French government to keep them in a state of ex­
treme ignorance. Few could read, and printing had 
not been permitted. Their veneration for the priest­
hood was in proportion to their ignorance. The 
clergy were iUiterate and of mean birth, and now 
that fresh recruits from France were forbidden 
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Murray considered that the order would gradu­
ally sink in quality provided they were not exposed 
to persecution. He disclaims there having been any 
remarkable disorders in the colony, the Walker 
outrage excepted, the full details of which " horrid 
affair " he had already laid before the king's servants. 
Disorders and divisions, from the nature of things, 
could not have been avoided in attempting to 
establish a civil government under the instructions 
sent him. Magistrates were to be made and juries to 
be composed from "four hundred and fifty con­
temptible traders and settlers." I t was easy to con­
ceive how the narrow ideas and ignorance of such 
men must offend any soldiers, more especially those 
of an army who had so long governed them and knew 
the meanness from which they had been elevated. I t 
would have been unreasonable to suppose that such 
men would not have been intoxicated with the 
unexpected power put into their hands and not 
been eager to show how amply they possessed it. 
As there were no barracks in the country the quar­
tering of troops furnished perpetual opportunity 
for displaying their importance and rancour. The 
Canadian noblesse were hated because their birth 
and behaviour entitled them to respect, and the 
peasants were abhorred because they were saved 
from the oppression they were threatened with. 
This Murray declares was amply proved by the 
presentments of the grand jury. 

Another misfortune was the improper choice and 
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the number of the civil officers sent over from Eng­
land which increased the disquietude of the colony. 
Instead of appointing men of genius and untainted 
morals, men of the reverse stamp were appointed 
to the most important offices, under whom,it was 
impossible to give a proper impression of the dignity 
of government. As an example, the judge selected 
to conciliate the minds of eighty-five thousand 
foreigners to the laws and government of Great 
Britain had been taken from a gaol and was entirely 
ignorant of the civil law and the language of the 
country. The attorney-general in the matter of lan­
guage had been no better qualified. Such offices as 
secretary of the province, registrar, clerk of the 
council, commissioner of stores and provost marshal 
had been given by patent to men of influence in 
England who let them out to the highest bidders, 
men ignorant even of the language of the country. 
No salary being annexed to these places the holders 
were dependent on fees which Murray was ordered 
to assess in amount equal to those of the " richest 
ancient colonies." The rapacity of these men was 
severely felt by the poor Canadians, but they pati­
ently submitted to it. Though urged to resistance by 
some of the contumacious traders from New York 
they cheerfully obeyed the Stamp Act in hopes that 
their good behaviour would recommend them to 
the favour and protection of their sovereign. 

Murray concludes his report by saying that he 
glories in having been accused of warmth and firm-
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ness in protecting the king's Canadian subjects and 
of doing the utmost in his power to gain for his 
royal master the affections of that brave, hardy 
people whose emigration, if ever it should happen, 
would be an irreparable loss to the empire and 
to prevent which he would cheerfully submit to 
greater calumnies and indignities, if greater could be 
devised than those he has already undergone. 

Murray now disappears from these pages. 
Whether his language was too warm or not 
must be inferred from the experiences on which 
his more distinguished successor is about to enter. 
As the first governor of Canada the verdict of 
history is distinctly in Murray's favour. As a brave 
and faithful soldier his heroic though unsuccessful 
defence of Minorca a few years later was a fitting 
climax to his successful defence of Quebec at a 
much more vital moment. 
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THE NEW GOVERNOR 

GU Y C A R L E T O N was the third son of Chris­
topher Carleton a landowner near Nevsnry, 

County Down in Ireland and was born in 1724. The 
family came originally from Cumberland and were 
essentially, therefore, members of that Ulster plan­
tation settled by emigrants from Scotland and the 
English border. The Carletons in short belonged to 
that virile Scotch-Irish stock which has given Great 
Britain so many great captains of war and industry, 
to the United States such a host of hardy settlers 
and able citizens, and to Canada a proportionately 
valuable contribution. Both these types of Anglo-
Irishmen have in truth produced an extraordinary 
roll of distinguished men, and I shall hope to show 
in these pages that Carleton is not unworthy to 
rank among them. 

His father died when he was fourteen and his 
mother (formerly a Miss Ball, of County Donegal) 
soon afterwards married the Rev, Thomas Skelton 
of Newry, To this gentleman's influence and care 
has been attributed no small share in moulding the 
qualities that made Carleton what he afterwards 
became. 

On May 21st, 1742, he was commissioned an en-
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sign in Lord Rothe's regiment, afterwards the 25th 
Foot. Promotion at first came slowly and nine years 
later, at the age of twenty-seven, he was only a lieu­
tenant in the Foot-Guards, while his friend Wolfe, 
three years his junior, had been a captain at twenty. 
By 1757, however, Carleton had made up for lost 
time and was a lieutenant-colonel commanding the 
72nd Regiment. Wolfe first mentions him in 1752 
as " my friend Carleton" from whom he had just 
received an English news-budget at Paris, and a few 
days afterwards speaks of him again, alluding with 
gratification to his appointment as mihtary preceptor 
to the young Duke of Richmond on a tour among 
the fortified towns of the Low Countries. Wolfe it 
seems could have had the appointment for himself, 
but confides to his mother that not thinking him­
self quite equal to it he had immediately recom­
mended Carleton of whom, besides his great per­
sonal liking, he had professionally a high opinion. 
This from the almost hypercritical hero of Quebec 
is a significant tribute to his friend's qualities both 
of head and heart. 

To ^Volfe's busy and facile pen too, we are in­
debted for the fact that the "patron" at this time of 
Guy Carleton and his brother, who was also in the 
army, was William ConoUy of Stratton Hall, Staf­
fordshire, M.P. and privy councillor. This gentle­
man was of powerful Irish connection and died in 
1754, an event which Wolfe alludes to as "a deadly 
blow to the Carletons." Both their fortunes, however, 

30 



C A R L E T O N A N D W O L F E 

survived it bravely. When Wolfe was appointed a 
brigadier under Amherst for the Louisbourg ex­
pedition, both he and his chief were anxious to take 
Guy Carleton, by this time a heutenant-colonel, 
with them; but the king refused and sent him to 
the British legion serving under Prince Ferdinand 
in Germany. Wolfe was very wroth. " I t is a pubhc 
loss," he wrote. " T h e king has refused Carleton 
leave to go, to my very great grief and disappoint­
ment and with circumstances extremely unpleasant 
to him." Carleton it appears had spoken disparag­
ingly of the Hanoverian troops, a mortal offence in 
King George's eyes. In the next year when Wolfe 
was appointed to the chief command against Quebec, 
occurred the somewhat well-known incident when 
he sent up Carleton's name to the king as a mem­
ber of his staff", and His Majesty, stiU unforgiving, 
drew his pen through it. Wolfe would not be denied, 
and Pit t in full sympathy with his disappointment 
sent the commander-in-chief, Ligonier, back to the 
presence to press Carleton's appointment, but the 
king remained firm. So did Wolfe, and begged that 
it should be represented to His Majesty that a gen­
eral who was to be held responsible for a difficult 
undertaking should at least have the choice of his 
coadjutors. A t a third appeal urged in this form 
the king relented, and Carleton went out as quart­
ermaster-general. W e have Wolfe's own words that 
he relied chiefly on his friend to supply the lack of 
ability among his engineers. 
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During the siege Carleton was sent up the river 
in command of a force to Pointe-aux-Trembles 
where he landed, searched the country for provisions 
and brought off" some prisoners. Later on, before the 
final operations, he was entrusted with the difficult 
task of drawing off* the troops from the camp at 
Montmorency, In the battle on the Plains of Abra­
ham he led a regiment of grenadiers and was 
wounded, though not seriously. Returning to Europe 
he took part, in 1761, in the attack on Port Andro 
and was wounded again. In the following year he 
bepame a full colonel and at the siege of Havana 
served under Albemarle with much distinction, being 
once more wounded in a sortie. W e know nothing 
more of Carleton but these bare facts till he was 
appointed to succeed Murray at Quebec, To deal 
impersonally with the incidents in which he figured 
before he began the work by virtue of which his 
name lives, would be futile and prodigal of space 
which should be better employed. Hitherto he had 
been the resolute and efficient agent of other men's 
tactics. In future he was to be his own master as 
well as oftentimes his own agent. Till 1766 and his 
forty-second year it had been his business to obey. 
For the rest of his long life when in active service 
it was his lot to command and nearly always, 
whether in peace or war, to command under cir­
cumstances of exceptional difficulty. 

Carleton arrived in Quebec on September 22nd, 
1766, and was sworn in the following day, Murray 

32 



T H E N E W GOVERNOR 

retained the govemorship-in-chief for nearly three 
more years and his successor was in actual fact his 
deputy. But this arrangement maybe left out of sight 
for all practical purposes. The holding of a colonial 
governorship in those times had no necessary con­
nection with its duties and responsibilities. Many 
of these officers in North American provinces were 
and had been deputies, while the shadowy figures 
of their titular chiefs have no place in the local 
story. Colonel Irving had of course been merely 
a temporary administrator during the short in­
terval between Murray and Carleton, The latter 
received three simultaneous addresses from the 
council, the magistrates, and the traders of both 
nationalities, all couched in cordial and respectful 
language. To these he returned suitable replies, 
declaring among other things that he intended to 
make no distinction between classes, but only be­
tween the worthy and the unworthy. 

I have already described the discontent exist­
ing among all parties, and during Irving's brief 
administration expectancy of changes to come 
had increased the general anxiety. Carleton wrote 
home to his government that he was favourably 
impressed with the good sense of the reception 
addresses. He notes, however, that these separate 
addresses were due to the fact of the people, from 
mutual jealousies, being unable to act together. The 
effect of the Stamp Act, too, was already visible in 
Canada, for he writes that there had been some 
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objections to the addresses on that account and 
many bloody noses. He found enough friction also 
in the matter of the Indian trade at the western 
posts to call for judicial treatment. One of his earl­
iest experiences was characteristic. He had ventured 
to consult privately two or three of his council on 
some matter in which they had special experience ; 
whereupon the remainder sent him a remonstrance 
against so unconstitutional a proceeding, Carleton 
snubbed them very severely, replying that in any 
matter where the formal consent of the council was 
not required, he should consult whom he chose, 
not merely such members as were best quahfied to 
give advice on the subject in hand but any persons 
outside whose opinion might be considered of value. 
" The movers of this protest," he says, " are Mabane, 
who was a surgeon's mate in the army, Murray, a 
strolling player, and Mounier, the solitary French-
Canadian member, an honest trader who will sign 
anjrthing his friends ask him to." What made the 
rebuff" more direct was the fact that Colonel Irving 
had signed the protest, at the same time excusing 
the governor to his friends on the plea that his 
action had been merely an accident. Carleton 
replied that it was nothing of the kind, and that 
he intended always to consult such men as he 
could find of good sense, candour and impartial 
justice, and who preferred their duty to the king 
and the tranquiUity of his subjects to unjustifiable 
attachments, party zeal and selfish, mercenary laws. 
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If strict impartiality was quite possible at that 
epoch in Quebec those possessing it must have 
begun to suspect that they had a governor after 
their own heart. 

In November the Jesuits, thinking that Murray 
had gone beyond the king's wishes in refusing their 
reinstatement, petitioned the Crown, de Glassion, 
superior in Quebec, forwarding the address through 
Carleton, I t set forth that the order was established 
in Canada by the benevolence of French kings; that 
its chief purposes were: firstly, the instruction of 
Indians in the knowledge of God, and secondly, the 
education of youth; and that they had been unable 
since the siege of Quebec to carry on their work 
from want of teachers and buildings, such of the 
latter as were left to them being occupied as 
storehouses or officers' quarters. They prayed that 
Murray's order against their receiving either Euro­
pean or Canadian students be revoked, and that 
their buildings be restored with indemnification for 
damage. 

In the same month the new governor gave an 
unmistakable instance of the singlemindedness and 
high sense of honour which distinguished him 
throughout life in relinquishing by proclamation all 
the fees and perquisites attached to his office. 
Carleton was not a rich man, and no sort of stigma 
had ever attached to what were legalized payments. 
Indeed Murray took some off'ence, for he regarded 
Carleton's action as reflecting in some sort on him-
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self, an intention which Sir Guy hastened to repudi­
ate. He informed his government that he thought 
it unbecoming in the governor of a distant province 
to receive such emoluments. The province he said 
had been impoverished by the war, the frauds of 
Bigot and the retreat of many of the richest famihes, 
so that the imposition was burdensome. " There is 
a certain appearance of dirt, a sort of meanness in 
exacting fees on every occasion. I think it necessary 

. for the king's service that his representative at least 
should be thought unsullied." He thought the fees 
for higher licences should be increased for the good 
of the people, and he would apply the surplus for 
the relief of the distressed noblesse who had hitherto 
depended largely on the French Crown. 

A t this same time too, in Carleton's first autumn, 
the Walker aff"air of two years before, which still 
remained a mystery, broke out again, as a witness 
had come forward to swear to the persons who 
had assaulted the much hated magistrate. He was 
in truth a lame sort of pillar on which to rest 
a case—a discharged soldier of the 28th Regiment, 
named M'Govoch, This man lodged information 
against the following gentlemen for participation 
in the outrage: Saint Luc de La Corne, a well-
known French officer. Captain Disney of the 44th, 
Captain Campbell of the 27th and Captain Fraser, 
who, it will be remembered, was the indignant 
paymaster, and a Mr. .loseph Howard, All these 
persons were arrested in their beds in Montreal and 
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taken to Quebec, Walker objecting to their being 
bailed since he declared that his life would be in 
danger. Carleton must have been at some disadvan­
tage in dealing with an aff'air which had been wholly 
outside his personal knowledge, though there had 
been much talk about it two years before in London 
The Walker view of it seemed at that distance the 
only possible one to take, besides which the plain­
tiff" had friends there to suppress his own extrava­
gances of temper and pretention, and to represent 
him as a normal sort of person and the victim of 
unprovoked aggression, Carleton's new chief-justice 
was Hey, an able and sensible man to judge from 
his writings, and he was distinctly prejudiced against 
Walker, Maseres, the attorney-general, had an op­
posite bias, from the fact that as a French Hugue­
not of a family driven from France in a former 
generation he was a bitter opponent of everything 
connected with popery, and in this business a some­
what aggressive Protestant was ranged against sol­
diers who were at this time in general sympathy 
with the Canadian noblesse, one of whom indeed 
was actually a prisoner. Maseres it may be noted 
was a fellow of Clare, Cambridge, and had achiev­
ed considerable academic distinction. Walker was 
backed by a strong and trenchant letter from Con­
way who had been a secretary of state in the pre­
ceding March. 

The prisoners were now thrown into the common 
jail, and were refused bail in spite of urgent petitions 
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signed by influential people of all kinds, members 
of the council, leading French-Canadians, and of 
course the British officers. They were soon after­
wards, however, sent back to Montreal and some 
improvement in their comfort was eventually made. 
Walker wished the trial to be deferred, presumably 
that the prisoners' discomfort might be prolonged. 
Hey consented, but in such case would admit the 
prisoners to bail. This action not commending itself 
to Walker the trial proceeded. On the first case, 
that of Lieutenant Evans, being thrown out by the 
grand jury. Walker let loose the vials of his wrath 
in court, which did not increase the public sympathy 
for him. Maseres prosecuted for the Crown and 
made some unsuccessful efforts to reconstitute the 
grand jury upon ancient statutes, which the chief-
justice pronounced to be doubtful and odious. In 
short the grand jury, eight of whom were of the 
French-Canadian noblesse, threw out the bills against 
all but Disney who was now a major. This officer 
was tried in March, and after a hearing of eight 
hours and the examination of many witnesses was 
"most honourably acquitted" having proved an alibi, 
the jury taking no more than the time occupied in 
reading out the notes of the depositions to come to 
that verdict. M'Govoch, the discharged soldier and 
chief witness for the prosecution, contradicted him­
self so deplorably under examination that the grand 
jury presented him for perjury, and he was sent to 
prison. There really appears from the voluminous 
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correspondence on the subject to have been some­
thing like collusion between this man and Walker, 
or as Hey puts it in a lengthy report. Walker's ani­
mus against the military caste had caused him to 
forget caution in the kind of character whose assist­
ance, as a witness, he called in. One indirect result 
of the trial was the dismissal by Carleton of Colonel 
Irving and Mabane from the council. Before the 
Walker trial they had headed a miscellaneously 
organized crowd of petitioners on behalf of the 
prisoners, a proceeding which Carleton objected to 
in their capacity of councillors. So ended this mys­
terious and quite remarkable aff'air. One grudges 
the time occupied in going through the papers re­
lating to it only to come to the same conclusion as all 
other chroniclers of the period, namely, that though 
there must have been many people at the time 
who knew or suspected the truth, it is absolutely 
hidden from any later student of the voluminous 
literature relating to it. I t cannot be ignored, how­
ever, in the incidents of Carleton's period since it 
shook Canada from end to end, and it is not 
whoUy waste of time in the retrospect for it ex­
hibits the curious cleavages that just then existed 
in Canadian society. 

Carleton's first mission, from 1766 to 1778, was to 
attach the French and save the colony from the 
tremendous magnetism of the American repubhc. 
His second, from 1786 to 1796, was to reconstitute 
the country when two rival races of about equal 
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strength were struggling in unsympathetic and 
dangerous fashion for mastery, and the seeds of 
future greatness had actually been sown. 

The chief domestic question of the colony con­
tinues to be its legal code, or rather lack of one. 
Against the Enghsh criminal law there had never 
been a murmur save from a few seigniors who 
thought it over lenient. In the civil code, besides 
their general aversion to it, the feudal prejudices of 
all the upper class caused them to cavil at habitants 
being elevated to the dignity of jurymen. I t is sup­
posed that these latter took as yet very little interest 
in the matter, beyond the dull, latent suspicion of 
change natural to a class politically and intellect­
ually dumb. The discussions and disagreements lay 
between the few hundred British and French traders 
and Canadian seigniors, notaries and doctors. I t is 
difficult to say how much of English civil law was 
forced upon the French-Canadians, but speaking 
generally the struggle to do so was gradually aban­
doned, sometimes from weariness, sometimes by 
special ordinance. One trouble in regard to land 
laws was that when it suited the interests of a 
French-Canadian to be guided by English custom 
he followed it even after its nominal abandonment, 
and there were often persons who adopted such 
means only in order to shirk the more beneficent 
clauses in the French code. Seigniors for instance 
would make terms more advantageous for them­
selves than their own laws had allowed, or tenants 
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would build wretched houses on smaller areas of 
land than was permitted by Canadian custom. In 
the conveyance of land also, fines and dues were 
shirked on the pretext of this otherwise ignored 
Enghsh code. 

The French chafed at the delays and the costs 
of the new courts, their owrt system having been 
quicker and cheaper. The grievance was recognized 
and more frequent sittings were given; French 
lawyers were admitted to plead and in their own 
language. The salaries too seemed extravagant to 
the French, accustomed to a perennial scarcity of 
money. The ordinances regulating the courts hav­
ing been published in English, the fact that the 
English language as well as law was generally unin­
telligible made the hostility to the latter stronger 
from this very ignorance, while the arrogance of the 
small English community bred an unceasing dislike 
of the British law simply because it was British. 
Carleton himself believed in the English criminal 
and French civil law in their respective entirety, but 
he had too much sense to set up his own views on 
codes and statutes against those of professional jur­
ists. He ordered his attorney-general, Maseres, to 
draw up a full report, although it was felt that this 
honest and able man was hampered by his immov­
able prejudices. He made four suggestions to Carle­
ton, The first was to draw up an entirely fresh code; 
though the technical difficulties, Maseres declared, 
were immense, and the erudition required would 
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involve the services of the highest lavryers of France. 
The plan, however, would have the advantage of 
terminating that constant reference to old French 
precedents which kept alive the reverence for every­
thing emanating from France, The second plan was 
that of Carleton's—^to retain the French civil law and 
abolish the criminal code, which included questions 
by torture, breaking on the wheel, and such like 
barbarities, and to introduce the habeas corpus. The 
third choice was to make English law universal, re­
taining only some of the ancient customs which were 
harmless; and the fourth was practically the same, 
only stipulating that the reservations in the way of 
French law should be distinctly tabulated. These 
last two schemes would have satisfied the English 
community, but the French seemed to fear the 
lack of accuracy and finality about any interference 
with their own civil code, though they might have 
accepted a new Canadian one if the difficulties of 
creating it had not been thought by the attorney-
general to be insuperable. 

The validity of Murray's proclamation of 1762 
ordaining that Enghsh law was to be followed with 
certain vague reservations, was being questioned on 
the grounds that it emanated solely from the king 
and had not the consent of the two Houses of par­
liament. In short something hke chaos pervaded the 
whole legal machinery of Canada at this time, and 
compromise was made more difficult by the irritation 
between the French and British parties in the two 
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cities. The British ministry was very anxious to find 
a via media, and in June 1767, Shelburne wrote very 
strongly to that eff'ect to Carleton, and in December 
acquaints him that Mr, Maurice Morgan had been 
ordered to Canada to study the legal situation, with 
the assistance of the chief-justice of the colony and 
other "well instructed persons," The upshot of all 
this was much consultation in 1769 between the 
legal authorities of the colony, Carleton, and the 
home government, with a view to some definite 
codification of Canadian laws. I t would weary the 
reader for little purpose to relate the divergent views 
of the various prominent persons concerned in these 
transactions which were ultimately welded into the 
Quebec Act of 1774, a period we have not yet 
reached, A letter from Carleton to Shelburne under 
date November 25th, 1767, partly explains his per­
sonal adherence to an undiluted French civil code, 
and makes it quite evident that he did not antici­
pate any numerical increase in the British population 
of the province, Ontario, it must be remembered, 
was still an unconsidered wilderness and the Ameri­
can revolution, with its resulting fiood of United 
Empire Loyahsts, as yet in the lap of the future. 
A t the same time Carleton was prepared to apply 
his views to a country whose western hmits were 
ill-defined and vast, and which virtually included 
what is now known as the middle west of the 
United States, and this must be accounted against 
him and those who thought with him. 
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The letter alluded to is written in reply to a 
notification of the British government that the civil 
constitution of Quebec was a matter of immediate 
concern to them, and it gives a brief sketch of the 
province as seen by Carleton. The town of Quebec, 
he declares, is the only post in the province with any 
claim to be called a fortified place, for the flimsy wall 
about Montreal, even were it not falling to ruins, 
could only turn musketry. As for Quebec it would 
be a good camp for ten or twelve battahons. Its 
front is fortified by a bastioned rampart faced with 
masonry, built for the most part upon a rock without 
ditch or outworks; its profile slight for a fortress, 
though substantial for an encampment; its parapet 
in very bad order. The flanks and rear in 1759 were 
closed partly by a thin wall, the rest by great stakes 
now carried away on rollers. With a number of men 
sufficient for this post, their flanks and rear might 
be secured and so guarded as to induce an enemy 
to form his attack in front; but in proportion as the 
numbers fall short the danger increases pf being 
stormed with little ceremony, especially when this 
line is open in many places as at present, Carleton 
goes on to say that the total number of troops now 
with him is sixteen hundred and that the king's old 
subjects, i.e,, the British, if collected from the rest 
of the province into Quebec might amount to four 
hundred. With two months' hard labour they might 
then place the town in a proper state of defence and 
he would then have just about one third of the 
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number requisite for defending it. In view of a war 
with France, Carleton points out that the king's 
new subjects could put into the field eighteen thou­
sand men well able to carry arms, about half of 
whom had already served with as much valour, more 
zeal, and more military knowledge for American 
purposes than the regular troops of France who 
acted with them. As the common people are greatly 
influenced by their seigniors he encloses a list of the 
noblesse of Canada, showing with tolerable exactness 
their age, rank, and present place of abode, together 
with such natives of France as had served in the 
colonial troops so early in life as to give them know­
ledge of the country. This hst mentions over a hun­
dred officers all ready to be sent back in case of war 
to a country with which they are intimately ac­
quainted, and who may with the assistance of reg­
ular troops stir up a people accustomed to pay them 
implicit obedience. " On the other hand," he con­
tinues, "there are only some seventy of these officers 
in Canada who have been in the French service, but 
not one of them has been given commissions in 
King George's service, nor is any substantial in­
ducement held out to them to support the king's 
government. These gentlemen it must be remem­
bered have lost their employments by becoming his 
subjects, and as they are not bound by any offices 
of trust or profit we should only deceive ourselves 
by supposing they would be active in defence of a 
people who had deprived them of their honours, pri-
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vileges, profits and laws, and in their stead have intro­
duced much expense, chicanery and confusion, with 
a deluge of new laws unknown and unpublished. 
While, therefore, matters continue in their present 
state, the most we can hope for from the gentlemen 
who remain in the province, is a passive neutrality 
on all occasions, with a respectful submission to 
government. This they almost to a man have per­
severed in since my arrival, notwithstanding that 
much pains have been taken to engage them in 
parties by a few whose duty and whose office should 
have taught them better." The French minister, 
Carleton continues, seems to have foreseen this dis­
position and to have done his best to attract them to 
France where they would be useful in any war with 
England. All these officers were assigned quarters in 
Touraine. They received, so long as they remained 
there, full pay upon a recently increased scale, and 
this was off'ered, together with arrears, to any of those 
remaining in Canada who might choose to return 
to France. 

Having given the disproportionate strength of His 
Majesty's old and new subjects in Canada, Carleton 
proceeds to indulge in prophetic utterances. "There 
is not the least probability" he continues, "that this 
superiority of numbers will diminish; on the contrary 
it will increase and strengthen daily. The Europeans 
who emigrate will never prefer the long inhospitable 
winter of Canada to the more cheerful climate and 
more fruitful soil of His Majesty's southern prov-
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inces. The few old subjects at present in this province 
are mostly here by accident, and are either disbanded 
officers, soldiers, or followers of the army who, not 
knowing how to dispose of themselves elsewhere, 
settled where they were left at the reduction, or else 
they are adventurers in trade, or such as could not 
remain at home who set out to mend their fortunes 
at the opening of this new channel for commerce. 
But experience has taught almost all of them that 
this trade requires a strict frugality, which they are 
all strangers to, or to which they will not submit. 
So that many have left the province and I greatly 
fear many more, for the same reasons, will follow 
their example in a few years. But while this severe 
climate and the poverty of the country discourages 
all but the natives, its healthfulness is such that 
these multiply daily, so that barring a catastrophe 
shocking to think of, this country to the end of time 
must be peopled by the Canadian race, who already 
have taken such firm root that any new stock 
transplanted will be totally and imperceptibly hid 
amongst them, except in the towns of Quebec and 
Montreal." Of all the Canada that then existed and 
that Carleton knew, his forecast was a sufficiently 
accurate one. This iUuminating letter winds up with 
military suggestions for the defence of Canada, 
and the building of a proper citadel in Quebec, 
proposed plans for which Carleton encloses. His 
list of the Canadian noblesse gives one hundred 
and twenty-six heads of famihes, or independent 
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bachelors resident in the colony, three fourths of 
whom are in the district of Montreal, and seventy-
nine resident in France as officers. 

Many private individuals among the English pop­
ulation of Canada were in the habit of communi­
cating their views on the state of the colony to the 
home government, and a favourite burden of their 
theme was the dark plots they believed the French 
population to be engaged in for overthrowing British 
authority and regaining the country for France. 
Carleton seems to have thought it worth while to 
allay the anxiety thus created in the minds of the 
government by one very full letter on this subject 
which was transmitted in 1768, In this he says that 
since his arrival he has not been able to discover 
any signs of such secret assemblies, nor could he 
believe that the chiefs of their own free notion in 
time of peace would dare to assemble in any num­
bers to consult and resolve on a revolt, nor was it 
credible that any assembly of military men should 
be so ignorant as to fancy they could defend them­
selves by only a few fireships against any future at­
tack from Great Britain after the experience of '59. 
Nevertheless it seemed to Carleton that in spite of 
their "decent and respectful obedience to the king's 
government hitherto, there was no doubt of their 
secret and natural aff'ection for France, an aff'ec-
tion that would continue so long as they were 
excluded from all appointments in the British ser­
vice and they were certain of being reinstated at 
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least in their former commissions with a return 
to French dominion; for it was by such employ­
ment they chiefly supported themselves and their 
families," 

Considering the vexations in the matter of fees 
and the frequent litigation that the Canadians had 
been put to, and that their British rulers had never 
taken a single step to gain one man in the province 
by making it his private interest to remain the king's 
subject, Carleton owns that the fact of his never 
having discovered any treasonable correspondence 
was not proof sufficient that none existed; but if so, 
probably very few were entrusted with the secret. 
A false report had been sent over secretly to France 
in the previous year that the king of England in­
tended raising a regiment of his new subjects, and 
on its being echoed back to Canada most of the 
seigniors in the province had applied to Carleton 
to admit them into the king's service, assuring him 
that they would take every opportunity of testifying 
their zeal and gratitude for "so great a mark of 
favour and tenderness extended not only to them 
but to their posterity," "When I further consider," 
wrote Carleton, "that the king's dominion here is 
maintained by a few troops, necessarily dispersed, 
without a place of security for their magazines, for 
their arms or themselves, amidst a numerous mili­
tary people, the gentlemen all officers, poor without 
hopes that they or their descendants will be admit­
ted into the service of their present sovereign, I can 
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have no doubt but that France as soon as deter­
mined to begin a war, will attempt to regain Canada 
should it be intended only to make a diversion, while 
it may reasonably be undertaken with little hazaTd 
should it fail, and when so much may be gained 
should it succeed." 

Carleton evidently thought it possible, though 
six years were to pass before the Declaration of 
Independence, that the American colonies would 
attempt to support their views by armed force, 
and thus wrote to Lord HiUsborough. In such 
case France would probably come to their assist­
ance, when Canada would be the principal scene, 
so Carleton imagined, of the critical struggle, and 
Canada in the hands of France would be no longer, 
as of old, the enemy of the British provinces but 
their ally and protector, Carleton could not then 
realize how anxious, and rightly anxious, the Ameri­
cans would be to give France no excuse for re-
occupying her ancient territory. H e pointed out the 
disadvantage Canada as a British province would be 
under in such an eventuality, unless they did some­
thing practical to win the allegiance of the French-
Canadians. On the other hand he indicated how 
ardently Canada might permanently support British 
interests on the American continent, in view of the 
fact that she was not united in any common prin­
ciple with the other provinces in their already bud­
ding opposition to the supreme government, Car­
leton indeed is repeatedly admonishing the home 
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government to the effect that one of these alterna­
tives is necessary for the security of the colony in 
the course of a war which he already foresees—either 
a great force of troops or some method of attaching 
the population to the Crown, How true was his 
foreboding and how consistent his application of the 
latter principle is a matter of history and common 
knowledge. In all this secret correspondence both 
Hillsborough and the king himself cordially ap­
proved of Carleton's recommendations and regarded 
them as "of the utmost use in assisting those plans 
now under dehberation on the propriety and neces­
sity of extending to that brave and faithful people 
a reasonable participation in those establishments 
which are to form the bases of the future govern­
ment of the province of Quebec." But Hillsborough 
feared that the clamours and prejudices which at­
tacked every measure, however judicious, would 
make the question of military service a difficult one, 
though personally he quite agreed that the experi­
ment should be tried, 

Maurice Morgan was all this time investigating 
the legal difficulties of the colony with the assistance 
of Maseres and others, Carleton viewed with concern 
the abuses that were inevitable to the situation and 
set himself to cure some that were not so. Among 
the last were the scandalous methods pursued by 
many justices of the peace to excite litigation 
among the people for the sake of the fees accruing 
to themselves. Those who prospered in business 
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could not spare the time to sit in court, while 
such as "from accidents or ill-judged undertakings 
became bankrupts sought to repair their broken 
fortunes at the expense of the people." These 
precious justices employed bailiff's of doubtful char­
acter, disbanded French soldiers or deserters, and 
virtually entered into collusion with them, dis­
persing them throughout the parishes armed with 
blank citations. Their role was to promote factious 
litigation and to catch at every little feud or dis­
sension among the people, and encourage suits in 
cases which might easily be amicably settled were 
the parties left to themselves. The unfortunate 
habitants were then mulcted in costs far beyond the 
value of the often trifling sums they were incited to 
sue for; with ruin as the result in innumerable cases. 
Carleton declared "there was not a Protestant 
butcher or publican that became bankrupt who did 
not apply to be made a justice. They cantoned 
themselves upon the country and many of them 
rode the people with despotic sway, imposed fines 
which they turned to their own profit, and in a man­
ner regarded themselves as the legislators of the 
province. Three or four hundred families have been 
turned out of their houses, land sold for not one 
eighth of its value, debtors ruined and debts still 
undischarged, fees absorbing everything." Carleton 
himself ordered the release of a number of imprisoned 
debtors whose liabilities averaged about two pounds 
apiece! In one of the many tours he took through 
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the country the outcry of the people concerning 
these abuses was general and bitter. 

Imprisonment for debt was a new experience to 
the habitants. A respected and venerable French 
captain of mihtia wrote a letter to Carleton setting 
forth the situation in simple but trenchant terms. 
"Every day may be seen only suit upon suit for 
nothing; for twenty or thirty score suits are entered 
which usuaUy amount up to forty, fifty or sixty 
livres, owing to the multitude of expenses heaped 
on these poor people by baihff's appointed by the 
authority of the justices of the peace. These bailiff's 
are instigators of unjust suits. They entice the poor 
people who know nothing of the matter to get suits 
against each other. These writs the bailiff's carry in 
blank, which require only the addition of the name 
of the plaintiff* and defendant and the date of ap­
pearance. I send one as a curiosity for your Excel­
lency to judge by of it. I t often happens that a 
single person has several citations to answer at dif­
ferent courts on the same day, and this being im­
possible he is condemned by default. Thereupon the 
bailiff's seize, carry off" and sell everything these poor 
men may be possessed of. Frequently when these 
alleged baihff"s go to make a seizure should there be 
no one in the house and the doors locked thfey break 
open the door to get in; and these manifold rob­
beries reduce the poor peasant to the lowest beg­
gary. If the goods seized and carried off" are not 
sufficient to discharge the multitude of costs laid on 
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for the traveUing costs of the bailiff's and otherwise, 
a Warrant of imprisonment is obtained, and thus 
after having been robbed of all they have and pos­
sess in the world, their furniture as weU as their 
cattle, these persons are finally laid hold of as a 
guarantee, that the tyranny may be complete. I 
should never finish were I to attempt giving the 
whole story of the sad situation in which these poor 
people are placed, who are very tractable and whom 
I have guided for the space of twenty-five years as 
captain and very often as judge." 

This was no highly coloured picture. The report 
of the government committee on the administra­
tion of justice, prepared for the Crown and issued 
in September 1769, and approved by Carleton and 
his council, amply endorses the old French captain's 
evidence, quoting among other instances one where 
the expense of collecting a debt of eleven livres 
amounted to eighty 1 I t is not surprising that the 
blessings of English civil law as administered by 
the British community from Quebec and Montreal 
were not wholly appreciated by the French-Cana­
dians, to the infinite prejudice of many undoubted 
benefits of British rule. As a remedy to this iniqui­
tous state of things Carleton caused a fresh or­
dinance to be passed and approved by the king 
early in 1770, the object of which was to give 
cheap and honest justice in aU such cases. The 
power of the magistrates in suits aff'ectirig per­
sonal and real property was withdrawn or curtailed. 
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Something similar to the "Homestead Exemption 
Act" now in use in the United States was enacted, 
protecting the peasant against seizure of certain 
necessaries of life and industry, and no execution 
was to be issued for sums of less than twelve pounds 
against land or houses. Proper courts were instituted 
for all these transactions. The ordinance created a 
great outcry among British traders and a deputa­
tion waited upon Carleton presenting a long table 
of objections. But Carleton stood firm in the fact 
that more respectable and industrious peasants had 
been ruined by this chicanery than there were Brit­
ish residents in the whole of Canada. The outraged 
magistrates, among whom Carleton admitted were 
some most worthy men, made a violent struggle for 
the repeal of the ordinances, and issued handbiUs 
caUing a meeting of the people to discuss grievances, 
importuning and even insulting some French-Cana­
dians because they would not join them. 

The agitation for a House of Assembly that had 
been so lively in Murray's time was less pronounced 
under Carleton, but it never whoUy ceased. In 1768 
a petition in favour of it was taken round for signa­
ture, but the French seigniors, in spite of some 
plausible modifications of the Protestant monopoly, 
were whoUy against it, while the habitant had as yet 
not the faintest perception of its meaning, Carleton's 
views on the subject may be inferred from his fre­
quently vsritten opinions of the men who would 
comprise such a parhament, and need no further 
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definition. Even if this fraction of the population 
had been of a good representative type in breeding 
and education, the absurdity of their attempt to 
impose their will on the colony would seem obvious 
enough. Nor again, to take a lower motive, could 
any colonial governor with ordinary official interest 
have been anxious to reproduce on Canadian soil 
the wranglings that distinguished the capital of 
nearly every American province at that moment, 
Carleton, however, conscious of his own integrity, 
his knowledge of men and keen desire to be just 
and impartial, could scarcely have regarded the 
agitation of the British handful in Canada for such 
monopoly without contempt. H e was always cour­
teous, however, even to those who he had reason 
to think ill deserved courtesy, and we find few com­
plaints of the snubs which the hotter-headed Mur­
ray administered to his tormentors. 

Morgan and Maseres sailed for England in 1770, 
about the same time, with full reports on the state 
of the province. Both men were to prove useful in 
drafting the new constitution which was to be con­
sidered at some length in London. 
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THE QUEBEC ACT 

CA R L E T O N soon after this returned himself to 
England, but in the meantime we have antici­

pated somewhat, and must take note of some of the 
minor incidents and duties that helped to occupy 
the busy hours of his first four years of office in 
Canada. His deputy-governorship ended in 1768, 
when Murray resigned his titular appointment, a 
detail, however, without significance in our story. 
The troubles which were seething in the provinces 
to the south had aff'ected Canada as yet but little. 
The Stamp Act and all that followed was a trifling 
matter among the more vital issues which agitated 
the Canadians. While the New Englanders were 
concerned with the rights of man and splitting hairs 
on constitutional questions, they were smuggling 
rum into Canada and sorely interfering with the 
revenue on wines and spirits which Carleton was 
anxious to raise, both on account of his meagre 
budget and for reasons moral and sanitary. The two 
chief questions, however, which stood out in Cana­
dian politics, after the more pressing ones relating to 
legal and military matters, were the Church and the 
western fur trade with all its Indian comphcations. 
Everjrthing concerning the former was under con-
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sideration pending the settlement of the aff'airs of 
the colony, and in Carleton's opinion it required most 
dehcate handling. The Jesuits had been constantly 
importuning him for the recovery of their property 
and influence. The bishop and clergy sent a petition 
to England in favour of retaining their services for 
the education of youth and for missions among the 
Indians, for which last duties they had been accus­
tomed, before the conquest, to receive fourteen 
thousand hvres a year from the king of France. 
The bishop, Briand, was a loyal and quiet living 
man, and Carleton writes that far from maintaining 
any undue state and pretention, as certain persons 
had reported, he had modest quarters at the semin­
ary at Quebec, even feeding at the common table. 
He had especiaUy repudiated any pomp and cere­
mony when he came out, contemporaneously with 
Carleton, professing only to be an ordainer of priests 
and wearing a plain black gown, to be exchanged in 
time, however, for the purple robe and the golden 
cross—the usual insignia of the Roman Episcopate. 

The Indian war in Murray's time had materially 
upset the western trade. The posts had been re-
occupied and secured, but Carleton had constant 
troubles in dealing vidth the complaints of the Mon­
treal merchants against the way in which the trade 
permits and rules were interpreted by the officers of 
the posts. The French-Canadians in the west were 
always suspected of intriguing against the British 
power, while the interests of Canada were materiaUy 
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opposed to those of New York, Virginia, and Penn­
sylvania, whose traders were in a sense her rivals. 
Carleton had applied for leave to return to England 
on private aff'airs for a brief period in 1769. The mo­
ment, however, not seeming propitious, he had post­
poned his departure and it was not till August in 
the following year that he left Canada, He went 
home nominally for six months but there was much 
to be done in framing the new constitution. His ad­
vice was indispensable and he remained four years. 
His deputy in Canada was the lieutenant-governor 
Cramahd, the Swiss officer already frequently men­
tioned who had done good work as a councillor 
throughout the administrations of both Murray and 
Carleton. He had been Murray's secretary and was 
most highly thought of by that officer, and as we 
know had been sent on a mission to London to re­
present the condition of the province to the British 
government. He had also been governor of Three 
Rivers, the small midway centre of administration 
between Quebec and Montreal. 

Shortly before leaving his government Carleton 
sent home a report on the manufactures of the coun­
try. W e gather from this that flax was generaUy 
cultivated, but was mainly utilized by the people 
for a coarse linsey-woolsey, woven of wool and 
thread for the clothing of the men, AU caps were 
imported from England, A coarse earthenware was 
in use and there were some tanneries producing an 
in diff'erent kind of leather; the best leather being 
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imported from the British colonies. The forges at 
St, Maurice turned out forty thousand weight of bar 
iron annually. Edge tools and axes of a serviceable 
kind for both whites and Indians were manufactured, 
A small business in pearl-ash and potash with a rum 
distillery complete the list. Carleton says nothing 
of the timber which must have been an article of 
trade, masts for the navy being one item of export. 

For the next four years Carleton was watching 
over the interests of the Canadians, while measures, 
momentous in their consequences to the latter, 
were being discussed and prepared. The Canadians 
at home under the sufficiently able direction of 
Cramahe were awaiting those ordinances which 
were to decide their future with a patience arising 
from their confidence in a speedy settlement. There 
would be little to say of the colony during Carleton's 
absence, even were the subject quite relevant to the 
title of this book, except that it pursued a tolerably 
uneventful life, in spite of the chaotic conditions of 
its legal machinery. The British party presented 
another petition for a representative assembly and 
persuaded a few of their French fellow-subjects to 
confer with them on the subject, but the presence 
of eight of them at the conference was the limit of 
their cooperation. They could not persuade, even 
had they wished, any more of their people to evince 
an enthusiasm for a parliament chosen from four 
hundred British-American Protestants, Ninety-one 
of the latter, only five of them being freeholders, 
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signed the petition, but Cramahd rephed that it 
was too important a matter for a lieutenant-governor 
to decide. This seems only to have been expected, 
and another petition, somewhat more cautiously 
framed as regards the exclusion of Roman Catholics, 
was sent to the king with one hundred and fifty-
eight signatures, mainly British. The French had 
decided to forward a petition of their own. This, 
however, bore only about fifty signatures and related 
mainly to matters legal and lingual, for it is hardly 
necessary to reiterate that the French-Canadians 
had little interest in representative government, 
though the document advanced a claim for civil and 
military employment. I t did, indeed, suggest an 
assembly, but only on condition of a full representa­
tion of the French-Canadians. The desire even for 
this was expressed in luke-warm fashion, either from 
the lack of political fervour which distinguished 
the petitioners at that time, or from a feehng that 
such a concession was hopeless from a British gov­
ernment. But they evinced no such indifference 
regarding the prospect of a Protestant parhament, 
for the seigniors were "utterly unwiUing to consent 
to a House of Assembly from which they should be 
excluded," They prayed for their own laws, hinting 
at the financial benefit this would be to the govern­
ment on account of the feudal dues and profits 
accruing to it under the old custom. They prayed 
also for the restoration of Labrador to Canada 
as well as those portions of the West which 
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the country had lost since it became a British 
province. 

Carleton on reaching England found that his own 
views, formed on long experience, were practically 
identical with those of the home authorities derived 
from equity and theory. Yorke and de Grey, 
attorney-general and solicitor-general some years 
before, had already pronounced in a long and learned 
report against "new and unnecessary and arbitrary 
rules (especially as to the titles of land, mode of 
descent, alienation and settlement) which would 
tend to confound and subvert rights, instead of 
supporting them," Now in 1772 Thurlow the at­
torney-general, and Wedderburne solicitor-general, 
argued on the same lines, declaring the French-
Canadians entitled by the jus gentium to their 
property, as they possessed it upon the treaty of 
peace, together with all its qualities and incidents by 
tenure or otherwise. Dr. Marriott, the advocate-
general, was of the same opinion, and agreed with 
the others in thinking it inexpedient under the 
circumstances to call an assembly. Maseres alone 
was somewhat opposed to Carleton, taking the 
view that the habitants on the whole were in favour 
of English law, as it gave them relief from the 
"insolent and capricious treatment of their superiors" 
(the seigniors). He thought they would have ex­
pressed this opinion freely but from the fear that 
their religion would be endangered. 

Maseres' strong prejudices as well as his un-
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doubted integrity and abilities have been already 
noticed. He had the honesty, however, to avow in 
answer to a query of Lord North's, that he did not 
think certain points of English procedure would be 
followed even if they were introduced. Chief-Justice 
Hey and de Lotbiniere, a prominent French-Cana­
dian, also rendered assistance with their advice. Four 
years seems a long period for the consideration, 
drafting, and passing of the Quebec Act, a measure 
which Bourinot calls " the charter of the special 
privileges v̂ ĥich the French-Canadians have enjoyed 
ever since," But it was not till May 17th, 1774, that 
the Act was introduced into the House of Lords, 
a procedure which offended some members of the 
Lower House and gave them an excuse for taking 
a brief part in the discussion. But few were quah­
fied to share in it, and but a meagre House took the 
trouble either to listen or to vote, Carleton was of 
course greatly in evidence throughout the whole of 
this protracted business and, when the bill came 
down to the Commons, was caUed as the leading 
witness, together with Chief-Justice Hey, Maseres, 
de Lotbiniere and Marriott. 

The delimitation of Canada was the weakest part 
of the bill, for it practically followed the old hnes of 
the French claims extending through contentious 
territory, outraging the geographical susceptibilities, 
if not the rights, of Virginia and Pennsylvania, and 
terminating at the Mississippi, while to the north­
ward the Hudson's Bay Company's territory was 
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the far away limit to this immense region. Canada 
beyond a doubt in matters of constructive legislation 
should have been limited to the more immediately 
occupied regions, terminating, let us say, at the 
eastern end of Lake Ontario. The West, virtually 
untouched as yet but by hunters, traders, and gar­
risons, should have been retained under temporary 
administration to await future lines of development. 
The emigration of the United Empire Loyahsts a 
decade or two later settled this question in a satis­
factory but quite unlooked-for fashion. As it was, 
those who were hostile to the retention by the French 
of their laws and religion had some reason in ob­
jecting to their establishment over miUions of fertile 
acres yet untouched. 

The Quebec Act, speaking broadly, gave sanction 
and definition to existing usages rather than to new 
ones—full freedom of religion to the Roman Cath­
olics together with recognition of the ancient means 
of collecting dues for the support of its priesthood 
from its own community. In all the branches of 
civil law the Canadian custom was preserved, while 
the criminal code of England being more merciful 
and already popular with the French subjects, was 
confirmed in perpetual use. An assembly was for the 
present withheld, the administration as before to be 
continued vested in a governor with executive and 
legislative council to consist of not less than seven­
teen nor more than twenty-three members. 

This was the drift of the Act, The minor clauses, 
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conventional or precautionary, are of slight moment 
here. There was a great deal of opposition. The self-
interest of a few in England, the religious prejudices 
of the many, the wrath of the British-American 
colonies, were stirred to the depths. The debate on 
the bill continued through the 6th, 7th, 8th and 
10th of June. I t was carried in committee by eighty-
three to forty and on the third reading was carried by 
fifty-six to twenty. On June 18th, 1774, it was sent 
back to the Lords and immediately passed, though 
opposed by Chatham, by twenty to seven votes. 

Some of the comments of members and scraps of 
the evidence of Carleton and his witnesses merit 
notice. Among the former Mr. Dunning remarked 
that he would as soon see the country restored to 
France at once as that arbitrary government should 
be set up at the back of the colonies where people 
going in would pass from liberty to despotism. 
The liberty-loving Mr. Dunning, however, would 
have cheerfully consigned the lives and liberties of 
nearly one hundred thousand old inhabitants to the 
dominion of a few hundred somewhat ill-qualified 
strangers. There was much more logic in his sug­
gestion, however foolishly expressed, that the vast 
wilderness about to be added to Quebec by a British 
Act of parliament would be claimed on that account 
by France should a retrocession of Canada ever be­
come a question of policy or necessity, and stiU 
more in his criticism of the wide geographical ex­
tension of the Act. 
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Lord North said that a legislature was withheld 
from the lack of ehgible people. Mr. Townshend 
desired a government for Canada, not a despotism, 
a government, that is, by a Protestant faction. 
This gives to us of the twentieth century another 
curious instance of the mental attitude of the 
eighteenth century British Protestant. I t is only 
perhaps when quite fresh from an excursion into 
the century preceding that it is possible to feel such 
a measure of sympathy with these people as is un­
questionably their due. The error of judging them 
from a modern standpoint is too elementary a one 
perhaps to call for mention. The French government 
had shewn itself to be even less liberal in matters 
of religion than our own worst-seeming bigots pro­
posed to be. The attorney-general, Thurlow, on the 
other hand, thought it unjust to compel the French 
to use English laws of property and inheritance. 
Sergeant Glyn considered the nation bound to 
conform to the generous measures of the king's 
proclamation of 1763. Wedderburne, the sohcitor-
general, opined that to force English law upon the 
Canadians would prove a curse. Fox objected to 
the Lords having taken the initiative in introducing 
the bill and professed a proper horror of popery. 
Two or three members wasted what was really 
valuable time as the session was closing in dis­
cussing the arrogance of the House of Lords in 
this matter, and asked the speaker for his opinion, 
whereat that official snubbed them with heat and 
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decision. Colonel Barre declared it to be prepos­
terous to suppose that the Canadians would fail 
to recognize the superiority of good and just (i.e., 
Enghsh) laws. Another member on the behalf of 
Pennsylvania complained that the limits of the new 
province cut right through their territory, but he 
was assured by North that vested interests would 
be protected. 

Messrs. Mackworth and Townshend demanded 
that the written opinions of the Canadians and 
British law officials should be produced, and found 
many supporters. I t was answered that at so late a 
period the delay would be fatal, whereupon Burke 
remarked that the delay of a year would be a less 
evil than to pass a bill without proper information. 
I t was urged that the verbal information to be given 
by Carleton and other witnesses would be desultory 
compared to these opinions. Two witnesses from 
Canada were examined on behalf of the London 
merchants who affirmed that Canadians as well as 
English were anxious for English law and trial by 
jury. Carleton then gave evidence to the effect that 
Canadians were wiUing enough for English criminal 
law, but in other respects objected to a code of 
which they were ignorant, embodied in a language 
they did not understand. They were ready enough 
for the latter when it happened to favour their 
particular case. As regards an assembly, the French, 
said Carleton, felt httle interest in it, while the 
Protestants were neither numerous enough nor 
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sufficiently ehgible, A characteristic incident oc­
curred during the governor's examination when 
North asked him if he knew aught of a certain Le 
Brun, "YesI" said the downright proconsul, " I 
know him very well. He was a blackguard at Paris 
and sent as a lawyer to Canada, where he gained an 
exceedingly bad character in many respects, was 
taken up and imprisoned for an assault on a young 
girl eight or nine years old, was fined twenty pounds, 
but not being able to pay it he was—" 

Townshend here interfered and Carleton was asked 
to withdraw the statement. Then Lord North ex­
plained that Le Brun was sent over to represent 
Canadians in favour of an assembly and English 
laws, and that it was necessary to know what sort of 
a man he was. Carleton had probably said enough. 
Hey differed somewhat from his chief, and thought 
a blending of the French and English civil code was 
the best method. Maseres spoke in somewhat the 
same strain. The habitants objected to juries on the 
score of expense which could easily be arranged by 
a small compensation. Any alteration in the laws of 
inheritance or land would be offensive to them. 
They could not, however, object to the habeas 
corpus, while as regards the assembly they had 
but dim ideas of what it meant. De Lotbiniere 
said that if their land laws remained untouched he 
thought they would be contented enough with the 
remainder of the English code. He had never heard 
the assembly much discussed but thought they 
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would be satisfied if the noblesse were admitted. 
Marriott, the advocate-general, though his written 
opinions were clear enough, proved such a sphinx 
under examination that Colonel Barr^ declared: 
"There's no hitting this gentleman." 

The corporation of London now appealed to the 
king to withhold his signature from the biU, pro­
fessing themselves greatly alarmed for the safety 
of their Protestant fellow-subjects in the province. 
That "wonderful eff'ort of human wisdom," trial by 
jury, not being provided for (in civil cases), they 
urged that the bill was a breach of the promises 
made to the British settlers when invited into the 
province and not in harmony with the promises of 
His Majesty's declaration of 1763. They deny that 
any laws or statutes can be ordained for the said 
province other than those in use in England. King 
George is reminded of his coronation oath to main­
tain the Protestant religion, and that his famUy was 
caUed to the throne for that purpose to the exclu­
sion of the Stuart line, that the Roman Catholic 
religion is known to be idolatrous and bloody, and 
that the said bill was brought in late in the session 
when most of the members had retired into the 
country. I t does not seem to have occurred to any 
of these people that the reconstruction of a com­
munity alien in blood and spirit and of ancient 
origin could not be achieved after the fashion of 
another Georgia or Virginia, and that no such con­
ditions as now faced the rulers of Canada had been 
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contemplated by those who held these precepts for 
British people. 

In considering this biU it must be remembered 
that two things had to be taken into account: the 
troubled state of the American colonies which made 
the attachment of the French indispensable, and 
the probability that the country would remain 
homogeneously French. To judge of this question 
by English standards is idle. There is a type of 
mind so wedded to popular shibboleths that it 
gives but grudging assent to the success of Carle­
ton and to the Quebec Act in saving Canada. The 
English settlers, mainly trader's, had a bad reputa-
tation, and increased slowly, while the French were 
prolific. The forecast was justified in providing for 
the attachment of a French province, rather than 
for a possible inrush of British immigration that 
before the war did not seem a likely eventuahty. 

As for the British colonies, the attitude of the 
recently summoned congress towards the new Act 
is always one of the most entertaining incidents in 
American history; for in formulating their griev­
ances against the Crown, the hberal treatment of 
the French in leaving them their religion had been 
a burning indictment against king and Commons, 
and floods of indignation were poured out against 
the Catholic Church. A famous document declared 
that the new Act gave legality to a religion which 
had flooded England with blood, and had spread 
hypocrisy, murder, persecution, and revolt into all 
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parts of the world. This address was circulated 
throughout the American colonies as a useful stimu­
lant to resistance, and the injury was coupled in 
Philadelphia with that of the closing of the port of 
Boston. The reader would not be human who could 
regard without a smile the endearing address of 
congress in the autumn of 1774 to the French-
Canadians, in which its members recall their joy in 
1763, when the King of England granted the 
Canadians all the rights of Englishmen, in addition 
to the privileges of their "bloodthirsty, idolatrous, 
and hypocritical creed," as formerly designated. 

The Quebec Act and its indulgences to popish 
slaves was even now being used as a stick for King 
George's back in New England, New York, and 
Philadelphia, by the same men who were shedding 
documentary tears of a crocodile nature for the 
woes of the French-Canadians, The latter were 
treated to a lengthy disquisition, indicating under 
various heads the ideals without which they could 
neither be free nor happy. The tenure of land 
in Canada was a monstrous anachronism, so the 
Canadians were told, in complete oblivion of the 
fact that this was a concession from, not an im­
position by, "this infamous and tyrannical minis­
try." They were loaded with sympathy for this 
criminal withholding of juries, and the misery of 
existence without them; though this very depri­
vation was a concession to their own prejudices. 
They were told in elaborate and bombastic periods 
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what they ought to do, and what they ought 
to want, in order to become good Englishmen, 
and whether they were or not they ought to be 
profoundly miserable, and that their brethren of 
the other provinces (who had never before in his­
tory had a good word for them), were grievously 
moved at their degradation. Without an assembly, 
(of Protestants, of course), they would be slaves. 
There was no guarantee that even the inquisition 
might not be set up among them! The addressers 
knew the liberal spirit of the French-Canadians too 
well to imagine that rehgious matters would pre­
judice them against a hearty amity with themselves. 
From cajolery the address then proceeded to threats, 
reminding them of their insignificance, and asked 
them to choose whether they would be regarded as 
friends by the rest of the continent or as "inveterate 
enemies." 

This address was translated into French, and cir­
culated among the Canadians, a process made easy 
by the number of English in Montreal and Quebec 
who sympathized with the Americans, of whom 
many were already in the province as political pro­
pagandists. The Canadians in short were invited to 
choose delegates to meet the rest at Philadelphia. 
The peasantry might be bamboozled with all this, 
and to a great extent were, but the clergy not so. 
They had not forgotten the hard words used about 
them in 1763, and they were aware of the insults 
heaped on their religion within the last few weeks. 
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Above all they had every reason to be grateful to the 
British government, and as many reasons to dislike 
and distrust the British colonists. The seigniors had 
almost as good cause to reject these unblushing 
overtures, and did so to a man, as we shall see. 
That immortal composition, "WUl you walk into 
my parlour said the spider to the fly," was written 
for another pohtical occasion, and at another period, 
but had it been included in the education of the 
more instructed French-Canadians of that day, it 
would, no doubt, have leaped to the lips of all of 
them and been much in vogue. 
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CARLETON'S MARRIAGE 

ALMOST immediately on the passing of the 
Quebec Act Carleton sailed for Canada and 

landed on September 18th, 1774. During his long 
stay in England he had married the Lady Maria 
Howard, daughter of the Earl of Effingham, who 
with her two children born of the marriage accom­
panied her husband across the Atlantic. The lady 
was less than half Carleton's age, which was now 
forty-eight. A family tradition attributes the fact of 
Carleton's remaining so long unmarried to an early 
disappointment in a love affair with his cousin, Jane 
Carleton, The circumstances of his marriage were 
somewhat singular, .and were given to me by the 
present representative of the family. Lord Howard 
of Effingham, then a widower, was a great personal 
friend of Carleton's, and of about the same age. 
On this account and also foreseeing for him a dis­
tinguished career, he cordiaUy accepted his over­
tures for the hand of his eldest daughter. Lady 
Anne, She and her younger sister. Lady Maria, 
had seen a great deal of Sir Guy at their father's 
house, and doubtless regarded him as a benevolent 
uncle rather than a potential lover. In time, how­
ever, they became aware that other schemes were 
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abroad, and on a certain occasion when Carleton 
arrived at the house and was closeted with his Lord­
ship it seems to have been pretty well understood 
what he had come for. The two young ladies were 
sitting together in another apartment with a rela­
tive, a Miss Seymour, and when a message came to 
Lady Anne that her presence was required by her 
father its purport seems to have been well known. 
When this young lady returned to her friends her 
eyes were red from tears. The others, waiting im­
patiently for her news, were the more impatient as 
well as perplexed at her woe-begone appearance, 
" Your eyes would be red," she replied to their 
queries, "if you had just had to refuse the best 
man on earth," 

"The more fool you," was the unsympathetic 
rejoinder of her younger sister. Lady Maria. " I 
only wish he had given me the chance." 

I t appears that Lady Anne was already in love 
with Carleton's nephew, whom she afterwards mar­
ried and who served under his uncle in Canada. 

There the matter rested for some months till 
Miss Seymour one day confided to Sir Guy what 
Lord Howard's younger daughter had remarked on 
hearing of his discomfiture. This so much interested 
the middle-aged lover, who, no doubt, had recovered 
from a perhaps not very violent passion, that in 
due course he presented himself as a suitor for the 
younger daughter, who proved herself as good as 
her word. Miss Seymour who lived to old age used 
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to tell the story to members of the Dorchester 
family who only passed away in comparatively 
recent years. 

Lady Maria was small and fair, upright and ex­
tremely dignified, and was ceremonious to a degree 
that in her old age almost amounted to eccen­
tricity. She had been brought up and educated at 
Versailles, which may be held to account for her 
partiality for the French at Quebec, and may pos­
sibly have influenced her husband in the same 
direction. 

Soon after landing Carleton wrote to Dartmouth, 
now secretary, that he found the king's Canadian 
subjects impressed with the strongest sense of His 
Majesty's goodness towards them in the matter of 
the late biU, and manifesting a strong desire to show 
themselves not unworthy of the treatment accorded 
to them. Events to the south, however, which were 
destined in great measure to upset the governor's 
sanguine, and justifiably sanguine, expectations, 
were hurrying forward. For whUe he was still upon 
the ocean the first congress had met at Philadelphia 
and formulated three petitions: one to the king, 
another to the British public, and that other one to 
the Canadians already aUuded to. Carleton had 
come back armed with definite machinery for the 
administration of a province which he had already 
handled successfully with inefficient weapons. For 
good or ill the new instrument had been moulded 
in almost exact accordance with his wishes. But a 
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war cloud was now rising to the southward which 
was destined for the moment completely to obscure 
domestic matters of a peaceful kind. The role of 
wise but beneficent administrator was not yet to be 
that of Carleton, who was soon to find himself com­
mitted to a life and death struggle against desperate 
odds for the very possession of the colony. 

Whatever the wisdom of the Quebec Act, as a 
matter of domestic policy there is little doubt but 
that it saved Canada to the British Crown, or rather 
enabled a resolute commander to perform what at 
one time seemed a hopeless task. The French 
population as a whole, it is true, quite failed to 
justify the reasonable expectations formed of them. 
But had the Act been so framed that their grievances 
were real and appealed to their enlightened class, 
instead of being merely the groundless fears of a 
deluded peasantry, things would have been much 
worse even than they were, while a better spirit 
among the handful of Anglo-American traders 
would have been of small account amid the clash of 
arms. 

Almost the first letters Carleton received after 
his return were from General Gage, at Boston, 
requesting him to despatch there the 10th and 52nd 
Regiments, a proceeding which left the governor 
with less than a thousand regulars in the colony. 
The French subjects, however, took the earliest op­
portunity of presenting addresses expressing satis­
faction with the Act. Even the British of Quebec, in 
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part at least, followed suit, for partisan feeling was 
less bitter and pronounced there than in Montreal, 
whose population, by this time numerically equal to 
that of the capital, showed little but dissatisfaction. 
At Montreal meetings were held for the redress of 
grievances; Walker, smarting with the memory of 
his recent injuries, being foremost among the fire­
brands, which included one Livingstone, of the 
famous New York family, who had settled in the 
neighbourhood as a merchant. Several of these 
malcontents came to Quebec, greatly to Carleton's 
disgust, and successfully stimulated the less active 
discontent of their co-religionists in that city. 
Letters of sympathy poured in from the colonies, 
brought in many cases by the hand of political 
agents who added their insidious eloquence to that 
of the local orators. Town meetings were held after 
the New England fashion, while missions for foment­
ing discontent among the habitants were privately 
organized and conducted with much assiduity under 
the cloak of rural trade. Two clauses of the Quebec 
Act, well meant as they were, unfortunately lent 
themselves somewhat readily to misrepresentation; 
namely, the legalizing of the tithe or dime which 
had continued by custom rather than law since the 
conquest, and the retention of the old French land 
laws which left to the seigniors such modified con­
trol of their estates as they had hitherto enjoyed. 

The first could without serious mendacity be 
pressed home upon the habitants as a grievance. As 
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to the other matter it was represented that the 
seigniors had now acquired more than their ancient 
rights and would revive the corvees and other 
obsolete privileges with more than their former 
vigour. The agitators multiplied the salaries of the 
new officials for which the country was to be taxed 
by ten and sometimes twenty-fold, and went in and 
out of the thatched and whitewashed houses of the 
peasantry under the pretense of trade, assuring the 
people that they would all be miserable slaves liable 
at any moment to be arrested under lettres de cachet, 
and that their only hope of salvation lay in allow­
ing the American troops a peaceful entry into the 
country. The noblesse on account of their preserved 
prestige, the notaries who for every reason were 
attached to the French civil code, and most of the 
few French bourgeoisie were practically secured to 
the Crown, The clergy were even more attached to 
it by the late bill, and the priests, one need hardly 
say, were the most formidable factor whom the 
emissaries of sedition among their flocks had to en­
counter. Official Canada with Carleton at its head 
regarded them as a bulwark of security. I t was no 
fault of theirs that they proved otherwise. The 
bounds of habitant credulity had not yet been 
fathomed by the new rulers. 

By November the "ancient subjects" of Quebec 
had worked themselves, or been worked up, to the 
delivery of a petition against the new Act, and 
throughout the winter the propaganda of sedition 
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in the country districts was conducted with unabated 
zeal and remarkable effect. Dark threats were some­
times thrown out by these emissaries of freedom 
against a rejection of their gospel, and as an alterna­
tive to embracing its blessings wholesale an army of 
fifty thousand men was to enter Canada and with 
fire and sword lay waste the parishes from Gasp^ 
to MontreaL 

The Act was to be put in force on May 1st, 1775. 
In January Carleton received a despatch enclosing 
instructions and commissions from Dartmouth, who 
hoped that a meeting of council might be held 
before the date of formal inauguration to settle the 
minor offices, leaving the judicial appointments and 
ecclesiastical affairs till the arrival of Hey who was 
coming out, though for a short time only, as chief-
justice. Carleton writes to his government that he 
has grave fears for the effect on the mind of the 
peasantry caused by sedition-mongers who are 
moving in such numbers and of set purpose among 
them. The gentry, he says, are ready enough to 
serve, but do not relish commanding a mUitia whose 
spirit has so obviously changed. As to the peasantry 
the government had no longer the same hold over 
them as formerly, the feudal and official influence 
being greatly weakened. To embody them suddenly 
and march them off as a militia, even if they would 
march, would give colour to the stories of impend­
ing impression so sedulously circulated by British-
American intriguers. 
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The Act, Carleton intimates, was after all only a 
foundation for settlement; the whole systerii of 
government had to be cast in a new form. 

On May 1st, the date of its inauguration, the 
king's bust in Montreal was daubed black and 
decorated with a necklace of potatoes, a cross and 
placard bearing the inscription, " Voila le Pape du 
Canada et le sot Anglais.'' Large sums were offered 
for the discovery of the culprit. The French upper 
class were especially indignant, one of them offering 
a hundred pounds for the arrest of the offender. 
Personal encounters arising from the incident took 
place in the streets. I t was a strange situation, A 
clear majority of the British residents—of whom 
most, it must be remembered, were of American 
birth—were ripe for revolt, while every Frenchman 
of the better class was eager to serve the king. 
The mass of the peasantry was supine, bewildered, 
suspicious, but so far as one may learn, determined 
at the moment to stand aloof or to assist the rebels. 

During the month of May, 1775, news arrived in 
Canada that active hostilities had broken out, Ti­
conderoga and Crown Point, those ancient bases of 
attack on Canada, having been seized by the rebels, 
together with the armed craft on Lake Champlain. 
Carleton in reporting it to the home government 
had the melancholy consolation of referring to 
letters written by himself to Gage sometime before, 
in which he had urged the importance of securing 
these posts against aU risk of surprise. 
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It was that rude but vigorous Vermonter, Ethan 
AUen, one need hardly remind the reader, who 
had accomplished this eminently serviceable but 
in no way perilous feat. Ticonderoga was garri­
soned by an officer and about forty men who were 
scarcely ahve to the serious state of affairs be­
yond the woods and waters to the southward. I t 
was on the night of May 10th, that Allen with 
two hundred and fifty men behind him demanded 
admission to the fort, stating that he had despatches 
for the commandant. The guard, all unsuspicious, 
and moreover acquainted with Allen, whose men 
were invisible, opened the gates, whereat the Ver-
monters rushed in and secured the soldiers in 
their beds. After this Crown Point, a few mUes 
away and occupied by a sergeant with half a dozen 
men, was summoned and had no choice but to sur­
render. A large supply of cannon and ammunition 
was here obtained, and the forts were occupied 
by provincials. The only armed vessel on the lake 
was next seized and Benedict Arnold, making his 
first appearance at this early stage of the war 
with a colonel's commission, sailed the vessel up 
Lake Champlain with an accompanying flotiUa of 
bateaux to Fort St. Johns on the Richelieu River, 
twenty miles above its outlet. The object of this 
visit was the capture of an armed sloop, which 
Arnold brought away, together with a dozen un­
suspecting soldiers who occupied the fort. 

Carleton was at Quebec when the news of these 
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doings arrived at Montreal by the agency of Moses 
Hazen, who had been a distinguished partisan officer 
in the French wars and was now farming near St. 
Johns. The city was stirred to a high* pitch of 
excitement. Colonel Templer of the 26th Regi­
ment, to which the captured detachments of the 
lake forts belonged, was in command, and at once 
despatched Major Preston with one hundred and 
forty men of the same corps to St. Johns which 
was found deserted. Allen himself had occupied it 
in the interval, departing only on the approach of 
the British. But for the warning of a disaffected 
Montreal merchant, one Bindon, Allen and his men 
would probably have been cut off By this same 
person Allen sent a request for five hundred pounds 
worth of provisions, ammunition and liquor to those 
"friendly to the cause" in the city. Bindon, more­
over, would have led Preston's detachment into an 
ambush but for an accident, for which friendly in­
tention the enraged soldiers in Montreal seized and 
would have hanged the unfortunate man had it not 
been for the interference of their officers. 

Templer now caUed a general meeting, at which 
it was decided that volunteers should be raised in 
companies of thirty, six prominent Canadians un­
dertaking their formation. Fifty French-Canadian 
youths of family enroUed themselves at once, and 
marched at Preston's request to St. Johns, which 
they proceeded to occupy, Carleton, when he re­
ceived the news which affirmed that there were five 

84 



H I S R E P O R T ON T H E S ITUATION 

hundred provincials on Lake Champlain, and one 
thousand five hundred on the way there, despatched 
every soldier from Quebec save a few recruits, send­
ing them mainly to the chief point of danger and 
attack, St. Johns, a poor ill-defended fort, but in a 
sense the key of Canada, He himself then hurried 
to Montreal, and on June 7th did his official duty, 
and at the same time gave vent to his personal 
feelings in a letter to Dartmouth, After alluding to 
the events above narrated, he proceeded to say that 
although the noblesse were full of zeal, neither the 
peasantry nor Indians would come forward. The 
consternation was universal; the province was un­
prepared for attack or defence; and there were not 
six hundred rank and file along the whole course of 
the river, nor a single armed ship. The minds of the 
people were poisoned with lies, and, but for the few 
regular troops, three hundred rebels might have 
seized aU the provisions and arms in the province 
and kept post at St Johns, Within the last few 
days, however, the Canadians and Indians had shown 
signs of returning to their senses. The gentry and 
clergy had been very useful, but both had lost much 
of their influence. He proposed to call out the 
militia, but doubted if he could succeed in view of 
the seditious conduct of the British-American people 
in the province, for the Habeas Corpus Act and the 
English criminal laws were being used as arms 
against the State. He expresses in this letter a 
natural longing at this moment for the powers 
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possessed in Canada by the old governors, and finally 
encloses intercepted letters from AUen and Arnold 
to Walker and Morrison in Montreal and to the 
Indians at Caughnawaga. 

Martial law was now proclaimed and the militia 
caUed out, a severe test on the allegiance of the 
reluctant habitant with the memory of the old 
French levies stiU tolerably fresh within him. But it 
was Carleton's only hope, though a slender one 
enough it may well have seemed, for the peasantry 
of the district had not responded to the less regular 
but urgent call of their seigniors and priests, and 
had sometimes refused with insolence. The proclam­
ation of martial law was fiercely opposed by the 
British-Canadian Whigs, if I may so style them, 
with the argument that the Americans intended to 
let Canada severely alone so long as she remained 
neutral, but that every attempt to raise the militia 
would be taken as a threat to invade the northern 
provinces. This would have been plausible enough 
but for the fact that the Americans had secured, and 
were well aware of it, the inefficiency of the Cana­
dian rank and file even as a defensive force and 
never took them into account at all as potential in­
vaders. Furthermore the decision to invade Canada,-
arrived at in the summer of 1775, was with a view to 
prevent the colony from becoming the base of attack 
for a fresh British army, and the capture of Quebec, 
coupled with wholesale promises to the Canadian 
peasantry in their present condition, would have 
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gone far towards achieving this result, Carleton at 
any rate had not the slightest doubt of their in­
tentions and in his desperate straits had no time 
for the sophistries of village lawyers or partisan 
pamphleteers. 

Apart from aU other considerations a peremptory 
call to arms could not have been other than distaste­
ful to a rural people who had experienced more 
than enough of fighting under their own monarch, 
when native resentment and race hatred had been 
a powerful stimulant. As a further deterrent the 
once hated Bastonnais were stumping through the 
parishes and protesting that the measure of ease and 
freedom the habitant now enjoyed was slavery com­
pared to the Utopia they were longing to create on 
the banks of the St. Lawrence. How could the simple 
Canadian peasant know that the only Utopia compre­
hended by the Bastonnais was one which meant the 
probable destruction of all the traditions, prejudices 
and customs that rightly or wrongly he held dear ? 
I t was in vain that the priests thundered from the 
pulpit, that the seigniors waved their swords and 
that Bishop Briand invoked their defence of their 
king and religion through the agency of every 
parish pulpit. A few meagre companies it is true 
were scraped together in the rural districts, but even 
these, for the most part, melted away through indi­
vidual or wholesale desertion. As a class the habi­
tants turned a persistently deaf ear to priests, to 
seigniors, and to officials. After aU, it was a good 
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deal to ask of a peaceful farmer that he should leave 
his plough, his family and his home, and offer his 
breast to bullet and bayonet in a dispute he did not 
understand and the issue of which he might well 
believe would not materially affect him. Both sides 
were foreigners and heretics and it is not difficult to 
understand the sullen determination of the mass of 
Canadian peasantry to leave these mad Britons to 
fight out their incomprehensible quarrel alone. 

Carleton was under no delusions, as his frequent 
letters to Dartmouth at this period bear ample testi­
mony. He had scarcely any troops and very little 
money and only hoped the habitants would prove 
nothing worse than neutral. The British in Mont­
real, as a body, refused point blank to serve. Hey, 
however, who had accompanied Carleton thither, 
harangued them in such scathing fashion that many 
were shamed into the king's service while a few were 
always staunch, Guy Johnson too, nephew of the 
redoubtable Sir William, arrived from the Mohawk 
country about this time with three hundred of the 
Six Nation Indians, The Caughnawagas in similar 
strength had also been attached, and a grand council 
was held at which their services were accepted on 
the condition that they were not to fire till first fired 
upon. The chief value of the Indians was for scout­
ing purposes, and upon this service they were soon 
despatched with orders to watch the Americans at 
Ticonderoga, 

In mid-July having done aU that was humanly 
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possible in Montreal and leaving Colonel Prescott in 
command, Carleton returned to Quebec, The Act 
had come into legal force on the first of May, but 
practically nothing had been yet done to get it into 
working order. 

The notary Badeaux, who has written an ac­
count of the invasion, teUs us that at Three Rivers 
the governor w âs entertained by Tonnahcour, a 
wealthy Canadian trader, money-lender, landowner 
and militia colonel. Perceiving an armed Canadian 
promenading outside the window, Carleton inquired 
the cause and. was told it was a guard of honour, 
whereupon he at once went out to the man and 
gave him a guinea as the first armed Canadian he 
had seen in the district. Tonnancour's son, it may be 
noted, raised a company in the locahty and was 
very active in the British service. The same diarist 
tells us that most of the parishes in the Richeheu 
country showed a marked sympathy with the rebels. 
Some of them supplied a few men to the militia, 
while from others not a single combatant could be 
secured. 

The feehngs of Carleton as he sailed down the St. 
Lawrence to Quebec for the purpose of formaUy 
inaugurating a policy of which he had formed such 
high hopes may weU claim our sympathy. The very 
people in whose interests he had so strenuously 
exerted himself had now turned upon him, in a 
negative sense at least, and in some districts in 
an active one, and had succumbed to the crafty 
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intrigue of those who had treated them with tra­
ditional contempt and to protect them against whom 
he had laboured amid much opposition. That this 
was mainly due to their unexampled credulity 
made the situation if anything perhaps more gaU-
ing; for with such people the secret agitator is at a 
marked advantage over the highly placed procon­
sul, with whom truth and honour count for some­
thing, and with Carleton they counted for much. 

On his arrival at Quebec Carleton encloses to the 
home government among other documents a fresh 
American address of sympathy to the Canadians, 
commencing with characteristic bombast: "The par­
ent of the universe hath divided this earth among 
the children of men;" also a copy of a scrap of paper 
thrust under the doors of the habitants throughout 
the country, 

" Honi soit qui mal y pense 
A lui qui ne suivra le bon chemin. 

"Bas ton ." 

In truth a somewhat melancholy gathering must 
have been this opening of the first legislative council 
under the new Act on August 17th, 1775, with so 
obvious a possibility of its being the last. 

Twenty-two members, including Cramahe as 
lieutenant-governor, met their chief on this depress­
ing occasion. Eight of them were French-Canadians, 
for the oath of supremacy had been remitted in 
favour of an oath to which Roman Catholics could 
conscientiously subscribe. The oath of allegiance to 
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the king was foUowed by a clause renouncing aU 
" equivocable mental evasion or secret reservation." 
Hey, as before mentioned, was chief-justice and 
among the other counciUors were Saint Luc de La 
Corne, de Contrecoeur, Hugh Finlay, Drummond, 
Dr. Mabane, PownaU, AUsopp and John Fraser. 
But a very few days, however, were permitted to the 
peaceful labours of the council, for with the opening 
of September imminent dangers from outside ban­
ished all thought of internal legislation ; news arriv­
ing that the rebels, this time in much greater force, 
had crossed the border and were again on the Rich­
elieu. Carleton at once hurried back to Montreal 
leaving Quebec of necessity as bare of troops as 
ever; but Quebec for the moment was regarded as 
secure from immediate danger. Instructions came 
from London too, about this time, which must have 
provoked the much harassed governor to a bitter 
smile. His Majesty, he was informed, relied on the 
zeal of his new Canadian subjects, and Carleton was 
authorized to raise a force of six thousand men, either 
to cooperate with Gage or to act independently, 
whichever course should seem advisable. Arms and 
money for half the number were already upon the 
sea. Whether it was a consolation to Carleton to learn 
that the court of Russia had evinced a practical sym­
pathy for His Majesty's troubles in America, is prob­
lematical; but it was better hearing that a corps of 
twenty thousand infantry had been applied for, and 
that it was hoped to despatch a considerable number 
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of them to Canada in the spring, for Carleton held 
that Canada offered the best vantage ground for 
overawing the provinces,—an opinion which the 
designs of congress amply confirmed. 

The king and his government had all this time a 
pathetic, if most natural, reliance on their much 
indulged Canadian subjects. As they had not even 
yet realized the temper or attitude of their own 
people in North America the habitant may weU 
have remained an inscrutable item in their imperial 
survey, Carleton had also secret inteUigence eman­
ating from Governor Tryon of New York that three 
thousand troops from the middle and southern col­
onies, to be joined by as many more from New 
England, were to muster at Ticonderoga, H e ac­
cordingly sent an urgent application to Gage for a 
couple of regiments. The despatch arrived a few 
hours after Gage had sailed for England, but Sir 
William Howe, now fiUing his place, promptly or­
dered a battalion and two transports to Quebec, 
Graves was then in command of the fleet and ap­
pears to have been, in spirit at least, a survivor of 
the ante-Chatham period when the chief object of 
the two services was to thwart each other to the 
utmost of their power, for he refused the ships, 
under the plea that an October voyage to Quebec 
was too difficult and dangerous. This was altogether 
too much even for Howe, not himself distinguished 
for prompt action in this lamentable struggle. But 
he was powerless, and could only vent his indig-
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nation in a letter to Carleton and wish him well out 
of his scrape. 

Carleton, though he saw nothing before him but 
ruin, had at least not lost the spirit which had early 
marked him out as one of " Pitt's young men," He 
had now some seven hundred troops of all ranks at 
Fort St. Johns under Preston, including five hund­
red of the 7th and 26th Regiments, one hundred and 
twenty Canadian volunteers, mostly French gentle­
men, and a few artillerymen. There were eighty 
regulars too at Chambly under Major Stopford, 
while besides the handful at Montreal there were 
one hundred men of the Royal Emigrants, largely 
recruited from the Highland soldiers who had settled 
after the peace on the northern frontier of New 
York and at Murray Bay on the lower St. Lawrence, 
and became afterwards the 84th Regiment. They 
were raised and commanded by McLean, an able and 
zealous officer who did yeoman's service throughout 
this whole campaign. 
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CHAPTER V 

MONTGOMERY AND ARNOLD 

IT is generaUy conceded that the hand of congress 
had been somewhat forced by Ethan AUen and 

Arnold in their prompt seizure, during the spring of 
1775, of Ticonderoga and Crown Point. The inspir­
ation at least had in this case been local rather than 
federal, and the exploit, which was creditable in a 
tactical rather than heroic sense, was at the time not 
admitted as having been authorized. Strong profes­
sions of reluctance to harass Canada were expressed 
at headquarters' for some weeks afterwards, and we 
must remember that warlike acts during this whole 
summer were regarded, officiaUy at any rate, as only 
a means to an advantageous reconcdhation with the 
mother country. As the summer advanced, how­
ever, these views entirely changed for the exceUent 
strategical reason already referred to, and others of 
common knowledge. 

I t was now regarded by Washington as of high 
importance that Canada should be occupied, an 
achievement which must have seemed at that time 
an extremely simple one. Carleton they all knew 
had to be reckoned with, and no one underrated 
him. His past record was familiar in America and 
his name speUed respect. But Carleton was no 
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magician; yet if he was not a Wolfe he was at 
least a Montcalm ; for the rest the province lay 
bare and open save for seven or eight hundred 
regular troops, a few British Loyalists, and a hand­
ful of Canadian gentry. Ample evidence had been 
secured from innumerable'and reliable sources that 
the peasantry would remain neutral at the best, 
and that they would furnish food and valuable 
transport assistance to the Americans even if they 
did not take up arms. 

Congress, as Carleton had been rightly informed, 
had now seriously undertaken the invasion of Can­
ada, though even Carleton was unaware that at 
the very moment he reached Montreal, Benedict 
Arnold with eleven hundred picked men was start­
ing for the mouth of the Kennebec with Quebec 
itself as the objective point. I t was enough for the 
present to know that fifteen hundred provincials 
were gathered on Lake Champlain awaiting rein­
forcements. Of this force Schuyler had taken com­
mand, the father-in-law of Alexander Hamilton and 
a member of that famous Albany family whose 
loyalty and liberal hospitality had been a useful 
and picturesque feature in the old French wars. 
Temporary business of a diplomatic nature with 
the Indians, foUowed by an attack of illness, re­
moved Schuyler from this scene of operations and 
Richard Montgomery, of immortal but partly for­
tuitous fame, succeeded to his command. 

Montgomery was the son of a country gentleman 
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and M.P. in DonegaL He was educated at Trinity 
CoUege, Dublin, and at eighteen gazetted to the 17th 
Foot. He fought at Louisbourg and in those sub­
sequent operations under Amherst and Haviland 
which completed the conquest of Canada, Later on 
as a captain he served at Havana and elsewhere in 
the West Indies, After the peace he sold his com­
mission, through pique it is said at being passed 
over, and repaired to New York, where he bought 
a property at Kingsbridge and married a daughter 
of Judge Robert Livingstone whose family was 
perhaps the most conspicuous among the British 
community of the Anglo-Dutch province. The 
Ijivingstones were the leading partisans of congress, 
as the de Lancys were of the CrowTi, One or two of 
their name had settled near Montreal and were 
active among the Canadian malcontents, and Mont­
gomery no doubt fell under their influence. He had, 
moreover, all those advantages of stature, good looks 
and an engaging manner which, added to other 
qualities, make for success. He was sent to the 
provincial congress, and being known as a gallant 
and experienced soldier was at once employed in that 
capacity. 

He was now a brigadier, having succeeded Schuy­
ler with whom he had gone as second in com­
mand, Schuyler, during the brief period of his com­
mand, had already demonstrated against Fort St, 
Johns, received its fire, fought a skirmish in the 
woods with Carleton's Indians and stationed a force 
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at Ile-aux-Noix with a view to preventing some 
armed vessels recently built by the British at St. 
Johns from ascending to the lake. Montgomery 
before leaving Crown Point had despatched Ethan 
AUen with four score Indians to the Richelieu and 
the St. Lawrence to cement the friendliness of the 
habitants and feel the country. But on meeting with 
a small body of provincials under Brown near Sorel, 
and fired perhaps with the memory of his bloodless 
capture of Ticonderoga, AUen proposed to the other 
nothing less than the capture of Montreal. Brown 
agreed, but seems to have thought better of it and 
deserted his friend at the critical moment. When 
the latter appeared with one hundred and fifty men 
on the south shore of the river opposite Longueuil he 
found much good-will among the natives. The party, 
however, was soon discovered, the alarm was given, 
and Carleton promptly called in all the ladders out­
side the town, a precaution which was met in so 
hostile a spirit as to show the temper of the local 
peasantry, Allen then sent a messenger to Walker, 
who was residing six leagues away, in the fuU hope 
that he would raise his friends in force, but that 
gentleman was too wise to stir. 

On September 24th, 1775, Allen transported his 
men across the river in canoes and occupied some 
barns and houses at Long Point, a league from the 
city, upon which Carleton sent Major Garden with 
thirty men of the 26th Regiment and two hundred 
and fifty mihtia to dislodge him. This operation 
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took just half an hour. AUen and thirty-five of 
his men were surrounded and captured and the 
rest driven off, though it cost the life of Carden, 
a gaUant officer, and Mr. Patterson, the only kiUed 
on the British side. Of the others five were kUled 
and five wounded. The prisoners were put in irons 
and sent to Quebec on the schooner Gaspe, whence 
they were shipped to England. Here they were 
confined in the high perched castle of Pendennis 
so familiar now-a-days to all visitors to Falmouth 
in Cornwall, This foolish attempt of a handful 
of riflemen to take even a poorly defended city 
of eight thousand souls is somewhat characteristic 
of the heady Vermonter. I t is suggested by one 
historian that, annoyed at being sent out of the 
way when the siege of St, Johns was impend­
ing, he took this alternative of seeking notoriety, 
with the hope of assistance from the disaffected 
inhabitants, and furthermore that Montgomery re­
garded his somewhat raw and egotistical ardour 
as unlikely to prove a wholly unmixed blessing in 
a siege operation. AUen's mishap had some eff'ect 
on the Canadians and brought a few more militia 
into the town. With the news of the fall of Fort 
Chambly, however, which arrived soon afterwards, 
they lost even this small measure of zeal, and 
Carleton writes that his Indians were as easily 
depressed as his handful of better disposed militia. 
More than one seignior who had collected a smaU 
company of men, and was marching to the front, 
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was insulted and compeUed by force to disband 
them. 

Compromising letters to Walker fell, at this 
moment, into Carleton's hands and he sent a file of 
men to his house at L'Assomption with orders to 
arrest him. Walker and his household, however, 
opened fire on the soldiers from the windows, 
wounding the officer in command, whereupon the 
house was set on fire and the owner with his wife 
dragged out of the windows and carried to Mont­
real where the former was locked up, Montgomery 
who seems to have been fond of delivering bombastic 
compositions at his opponents now despatched one 
to Carleton upbraiding him for putting Allen and 
his followers in irons. For this stringent measure the 
governor thus justified himself in his next despatch 
to England: " W e have neither prisons to hold nor 
troops to guard them, so that they have been treated 
with as much humanity as our own safety would 
permit. I shall not answer Montgomery, not choos­
ing to enter into communication with rebels." 

During these events Montgomery himself had 
not been idle at St. Johns, before which post he had 
sat down on September 18th. The fort was some 
twenty miles from the foot of Lake Champlain at 
the head of the first rapids of the Richelieu, but had 
no natural advantages of defence. Schuyler had in 
the meantime contrived the defection of the Caugh­
nawaga Indians. So Preston, now shut up in the fort, 
was without their badly needed assistance as letter-
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carriers and scouts. A persistent artillery duel con­
tinued into October without results, and Preston had 
by that time some reason for confidence, since like 
aU sieges in the Canadian woods remote from a base 
of supphes, the near approach of winter was the 
dread of the one side and the hope of the other. To 
Preston of course it spelled the latter, so he put his 
little garrison on half rations and awaited the com­
ing of his frigid aUy with something approaching 
confidence. But now tidings of such a nature reached 
him that hope died in his breast, for Chambly had 
faUen. If St. Johns was the key of Canada, so 
Chambly was the key of St. Johns and was consid­
ered quite secure. I t stood on the banks of the 
Richelieu some fourteen miles below, and was a 
strong stone fort with bastions. I t was held by 
Major Stopford, a son of Lord Courtown, with over 
eighty men and was proof against anything but the 
heaviest cannon. I t was well provisioned too, and 
well supplied with guns and ammunition, but Stop-
pord had tamely surrendered after a thirty-six hour 
siege maintained by a small force and one, some say 
two, fieldpieces. He had not even preserved suffi­
cient wits to throw his stores and powder into the 
river which almost lapped the walls. All these and 
several guns and mortars were now transferred to 
the camp of Montgomery, who stood greatly in need 
of them, and Preston's position behind such poor 
defences became untenable. There appear to have 
been no extenuating circumstances attached to this 
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more than "regrettable incident," which directly 
caused the temporary fall of Canada and aU the 
misery thereby entaUed. If ever an English officer 
deserved to be shot one might weU think it was 
Stopford; but he was a peer's son, and there is no 
evidence, that he was even censured. In days when 
a high-born officer cashiered for cowardice in the 
field could afterwards become the first minister of 
the Crown, anything was possible. 

Carleton was known to be making every eff'ort to 
raise the siege of St. Johns, but he had sent nearly 
all his available men to his subordinates at the front, 
and when news came to Preston that his efforts to 
reach him had failed, the latter, after some hagghng 
over terms, was compeUed to surrender from short­
ness of food and ammunition. Montgomery's un­
happy turn of manner in this affair broke out in the 
articles of capitulation, which Preston was otherwise 
prepared to accept, concluding as they did with 
"regrets that so much bravery, etc., had not been 
shewn in a better cause." As a king's officer Preston 
insisted that this superfluous " improvement of the 
occasion " should be expunged, vowing that he and 
his men would rather die at their post than subscribe 
to a document bearing such an offensive sentiment. 
On November 2nd the garrison marched out with 
the honours of war six hundred and eighty-eight 
strong including eighty wounded, and were sent 
prisoners to New Jersey, several of the Canadian 
noblesse being among them. 
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On learning the critical situation of St. Johns, 
Carleton had made an attempt to cross the St. 
Lawrence at Longueuil with a view to marching to 
Sorel and thence up the Richelieu with one hundred 
and fifty regulars and a mob of doubtful militia. 
But the provincial troops were now swarming ir 
the country and the governor found the south shore 
lined by a strong force of sharpshooters under Allen's 
friend and colleague, Seth Warner. An attempt to 
land such troops as his in the face of their deadly 
fire proved hopeless, and Carleton now despaired of 
Montreal, as well he may have. Writing to Dart­
mouth on November 5th he gives some of the 
reasons for his failure. The construction of a suffi­
cient number of new vessels to dispute the passage 
of Lake Champlain had failed for w^ant of artificers. 
The entrenched camps to be formed near Chambly 
and St. Johns were rendered impossible by the cor­
ruption and stupid baseness of the peasantry, and 
thus St. Johns, which for two months was left to its 
own strength, was forced to capitulate. The Indians 
had left. The militia from the parishes had deserted 
and the good subjects were frightened at the rebels 
in arms without and the traitors within. Montreal 
must be given up as soon as attacked. The common 
people would not act and there were no means to 
defend the place, while Arnold was marching on 
Quebec which stood unprepared. As a matter of 
fact Arnold had practicaUy arrived there on the 
very date of this letter. 
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Carleton now only awaited a fair wind to attempt 
the convoy of his small force from Montreal to 
Quebec, the route by land being blocked on the 
south shore by Montgomery, and on the north 
shore above Quebec by Arnold's men. Of the 
latter, while Carleton is spiking his guns and pre­
paring to leave Montreal to its fate, something 
must now be said. 

Benedict Arnold, of sinister but famous name, 
first appears in history with Ethan Allen's surprise 
of the Champlain forts in the spring of 1775. He 
was then thirty four, a native of Norwich, Con­
necticut, and of respectable family, though his 
father, a merchant sailing his own ships, had before 
his death faUen into poverty and bad habits, Arnold's 
great-grandfather, however, had been heutenant-
governor of Rhode Island, and the young Benedict 
had received a fair education, and married into a 
respectable family of New Haven, Connecticut, 
where he now resided. Carleton aUudes to him 
casually as a "horse jockey," not quite a fair des­
cription of a man who carried on a West India 
business which happened to include the shipping of 
horses, but the sociology of New England would 
hardly be a strong point with a British aristocrat 
and governor at Quebec. Arnold's business seems 
to have included also occasional trips to Montreal 
and Quebec, which proved doubtless of much sub­
sequent service to him. He was not regarded as 
over scrupulous, but he was popular and high-
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spirited, a good horseman and a dead shot. He was 
captain of one of the companies of "Governor's 
Guards," the crack mihtia corps of Connecticut. 
After the Lexington affair he assembled his com­
pany, and, re-inforced by a number of Yale students, 
broke into the New Haven powder magazine, and 
marched to Cambridge fully armed and equipped. 
Here he so impressed the Massachusetts committee 
that they gave him the commission of colonel, and 
accepted his suggestion of seizing Ticonderoga, 
empowering him to raise men in their province. 
While attempting this he found that AUen had not 
only anticipated his scheme, but already had the 
men for carrying it out, so Arnold had no choice 
but to join him as a volunteer. These two heady 
persons clashed considerably after the capture of the 
forts, Arnold with his colonel's commission refusing 
to take orders from the Vermonter, After the affair 
of the forts, Arnold had proceeded to St Johns and 
brought away an armed sloop. 

The Massachusetts committee seem to have 
viewed the strenuous methods of their nominee 
with only a qualified approval, at which the latter 
took offence, dechned further service, and went 
straight to Washington's quarters at Cambridge, 
That sound judge of men quickly recognized 
Arnold's value, and when the invasion of Canada 
was projected appointed him commander of the 
less important but more hazardous of the two ex­
peditions designed for the service. The main at-
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tack by the natural and historic route as we have 
seen was confided to Schuyler and Montgomery, 
so Arnold was entrusted with the far more perilous 
task of leading a force to Quebec through the 
rugged north-eastern wilderness which is now 
Maine, and thence down the valley of the Chau­
diere, Arnold may possibly have had a share in 
suggesting it, but Washington already possessed 
a copy of a survey made some years before by 
Montresor, a British officer who had traversed the 
same line. Eleven hundred of the eighteen thousand 
men gathered before Boston were selected, and are 
described as "the flow^er of the colonial youth." 
Three companies were hardy Scotch-Irish riflemen 
and Indian fighters from the mountain frontiers of 
Pennsylvania and Virginia, among whom were the 
celebrated partisan leaders, Morgan and Hendricks. 
Among the rank and file were many bearing names 
notable in New England annals, Bigelow, Thayer, 
Hubbard, Colbourn, and Aaron Burr, the future 
vice-president, but better known to history as the 
slayer of Alexander Hamilton. A sixth of the force 
is described as "Irish emigrants," which at that time 
usually meant the Scottish Presbyterian colonists 
from Ulster. On September 18th, 1775, Arnold and 
his men sailed from Newburyport for the mouth of 
the Kennebec, and up that river to Fort Western, 
the present Augusta and the head of deep naviga­
tion, where two hundred bateaux had been hastUy 
constructed. 
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On the twenty-fifth they began their march of 
three hundred miles through what was then, for 
the most part, an uninhabited and shaggy wilder­
ness, pushing or dragging the heavy bateaux laden 
with,supphes and ammunition, against swift, and 
as they advanced, often shallow and rocky currents. 
Half the distance, broadly speaking, was up the 
Kennebec River, the other half along Lake Meg-
antic and down the Chaudiere. About midway 
was the long relief of the "Dead River," over­
hung by the mountain watershed which parted 
the streams, and at the same time Canada, from 
the New England provinces. One advantage of 
this secluded route was the reasonable prospect it 
offered of taking Quebec by surprise in its unde­
fended state. The route had been used occasionaUy 
by small war parties of Indians or Rangers, but the 
"blaze" on the line of the portages, one of which 
was twelve miles long, was in many cases no longer 
distinguishable. 

This march of Arnold's has been traditionaUy 
regarded as a great achievement of courage and 
endurance. More than one historian on the British 
side, however, has been inclined to make light of 
it, but hardly I think with justice, whUe within 
recent years an American author has devoted much 
industry to illuminating the truth of the busi­
ness by a number of the private journals and 
letters of various members of the force; men for 
the most part by no means unaccustomed to back-
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woods travel, peril and exposure. In face of such 
evidence there can be little doubt that the suffering 
and hardship endured by men who refused to flinch 
under it and turn back, has justified the pane­
gyrics posterity has bestowed on the exploit. If it 
had been ultimately successful; had the force 
actually surprised and seized Quebec as it nearly 
did, this would have been beyond a doubt the great 
episode of the Revolutionary War, with Arnold for 
its hero. 

They were just a month in traversing the wilder­
ness between the last settlements on the Ken­
nebec and the first clearings on the Chaudiere. An 
unusuaUy cold speU, and a freshet of almost un­
paralleled violence, transformed an enterprise of 
ordinary hardihood and bearable fatigue into one of 
peril, semi-starvation and complete exhaustion. The 
tangled swamps were flooded, the bateaux des­
troyed, and the provisions, of which the wilderness 
furnished none, washed away or spoiled. Before 
crossing the divide, half the force at the decision of 
their officers refused to proceed in the face of whac 
seemed to them certain starvation. Colonel Enos, 
the chief officer responsible for this decision, was 
afterwards court-martialed and honourably acquit­
ted. The more stubborn half foUowed Arnold over 
the barrier, even carrying several of the bateaux on 
their gaUed shoulders over the wooded and rocky 
ridges from whose northern slopes the fountain 
waters of the Chaudiere, stiU in flood, carried them 
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down to the bosom of Lake Megantic. Food had 
now completely given out. A dog was eaten 
greedily; leggings and moccasins were eagerly 
chewed, and fifty or sixty men died in their tracks. 
Arnold on a rickety raft with four men sped down 
the unfamiliar waters at a headlong pace, regardless 
of dangers escaped more than once by a hair's 
breadth, till he reached the first fringe of Canadian 
settlement. Here by good luck he found sympathy 
and provisions, and what was more vital, assistance 
in conveying them through the woods on the backs 
of horses to his starving men. The rest of the 
route presented by comparison few difficulties, and 
Arnold who had behaved throughout with that 
characteristic resolution no one has ever denied him, 
eventually brought his men safely to the neighbour­
hood of Point L^vis on November 8th, Over fifty 
had died on the road from various causes. Be­
tween six and seven hundred remained, of whom 
a sixth were prostrate. Their leader now went for­
ward to Point Levis to reconnoitre the situation, 
and found that every boat and canoe had been with­
drawn to the north shore only a few hours pre­
viously, for Cramahe in command at Quebec had 
received notice of the approach of the Americans 
through a fortunately intercepted letter that Arnold 
had entrusted to an Indian for delivery to Wash­
ington. 

Arnold now held a council of war on the ex­
pediency of making an attempt on Quebec as soon 
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as practicable. Only one voice was raised against 
it, so efforts were at once made to collect canoes 
higher up the river and construct scaling ladders, in 
both of which enterprises the habitants showed them­
selves both wiUing and useful. The presence of the 
invaders was now sufficiently apparent to the garri­
son. The frigate Lizard and the war-sloop Hunter 
lying in the basin opened fire on them whenever 
they showed themselves, and sent forward a boat to 
reconnoitre, from which the Americans captured a 
midshipman who stoutly refused to give them any 
information, and seems on that account to have won 
their respect, Arnold wrote on November 8th to 
Montgomery congratulating him on the St. Johns 
affair and at the same time informing him that forty 
Indians had joined his own force, that the Cana­
dians were friendly and that he would attack Quebec 
if there was the slightest prospect of success. In any 
case he would meet Montgomery in his advance 
through Canada, and Quebec short of provisions (so 
Arnold thought) and ill-defended (which was true) 
must inevitably faU. 

After a few days devoted to the recuperation of 
his men, to the coUection of canoes and the con­
struction of ladders, Arnold crossed the river in the 
small hours of November 13th with most of his 
force, and, undiscovered by the British, landed at 
Wolfe's Cove. During the day they demonstrated 
in front of the city waUs, giving three loud hurrahs, 
so one of the garrison teUs us, and were answered 
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with defiant cheers and a salute of cannon baUs. Pro­
ceeding across the ridge they took up their quarters 
about the General Hospital and in a country house 
of Major CaldweU's near the St, Charles River, 
Arnold now sent a summons to surrender to Cra­
mahe presenting the usual mixture of cant, bombast, 
threats, and bad taste so characteristic of the effu­
sions of this generation of American commanders. 
Cramahe would not even receive it, Arnold says he 
fired on his white flag, but Cramahe declared that 
this was a fable for use in the American press. After 
a day or two of inactivity, relieved by trifling inci­
dents or demonstrations of mutual defiance, Arnold 
and his officers concluded that the city was invul­
nerable to their iU-equipped efforts and for better 
security marched their troops to Pointe-aux-Trem­
bles, some twenty miles up the river, there to 
await Montgomery. 

Within the city there was justifiable anxiety. 
"Montgomery's success" vn-ites an inhabitant "had 
induced many to show their sentiments and indeed 
to act as though no opposition might be shown the 
rebel forces. The Repubhcan method of calling 
town meetings was adopted and in these noisy 
assemblies the mask was thrown off, and there one 
could perceive who were and who were not for the 
government." Some of the malcontents we are told 
had articles of capitulation already drafted for the 
Americans, but even thus early a majority of the 
militia both English and French behaved very weU 
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and mounted guard regularly. Besides these volun­
teers there were sixty or seventy of the 7th, nearly 
all in short of that famous regiment who were not 
prisoners in the colonies. AUen McLean, a tower of 
strength, arrived on November 13th from Sorel with 
his hundred Royal Emigrants, while ninety recruits 
for the same corps had just landed in Newfoundland 
under Campbell and Malcolm Fraser. These with a 
few artillerymen and artificers made up the total of 
the regular force. A council of war had been held in 
which it was arranged that the two warships now in 
the harbour should remain for the winter, and the 
crews with their guns, under Captain Henderson, 
assist in the defence of the city. On the nineteenth, 
" t o the unspeakable joy of the garrison," who 
feared with good reason he might have been cut 
off, Carleton reached the city in safety to assume 
the command and create an atmosphere of confi­
dence and hope, 

Carleton and his handful of combatants did not 
leave Montreal till November 10th, when Montgom­
ery was actually within a league or two of the city. 
Many of the loyal inhabitants accompanied him to 
the wharf, and the scene of his departure is described 
as a melancholy and pathetic one. Prescott and the 
effective garrison, numbering one hundred and 
thirty men and officers, embarked with him in a 
flotilla of eleven craft and the wind held fair till 
they reached Sorel, where the provincials under 
Easton had erected batteries to dispute his passage. 

112 



CARLETON'S E S C A P E TO Q U E B E C 

A t this critical spot, as ill-luck would have it, the 
wind veered to the east and the situation became a 
precarious one. Easton demanded their surrender, 
and a council being held at which the urgency of 
Carleton's escape and presence at Quebec was 
insisted upon. Captain Belette, commanding one of 
the armed vessels, pledged himself to face the 
enemy's boats long enough for the governor to get 
away. Another skipper, Bouchette, who for his rapid 
journeys had earned the sobriquet of La Tourtre, 
or the " wild pigeon," guaranteed to get the gover­
nor clear of the enemy and out of harm's way. 

So on the night of the tenth Carleton put himself 
in the hands of this loyal and enterprising French­
man who ably fulfilled his promise. They started 
with muffled oars and through the narrow passage 
of Ile-du-Pas the crew paddled the boat with the 
palms of their hands. Lake St. Peter they traversed 
swiftly and safely and arrived in due course at 
Three Rivers, where Carleton was informed, though 
falsely, that there were six hundred congress troops 
marching along the north shore towards Quebec, 
and more truly that there was a strong force al­
ready close to the city. On resuming his journey 
he exchanged his faithful pilot's boat for the armed 
sloop Fell under Captain Napier, and arrived, as 
we have seen, to the great joy of the Quebeckers 
on the nineteenth. In the meantime Prescott and 
his men had been captured by the provincials, 
and their ships proved of the utmost service in 
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helping to convey Montgomery and his force down 
the river to Quebec, the capture of which city 
may well at this moment have seemed to the rebel 
general and his friends almost an accomplished fact. 
Carleton declared that everything possible under 
the circumstances had been done by Cramahe and 
his officers, with one mental reservation. This last 
he soon gave expression to by issuing orders that 
every man who was not prepared to take his part in 
the defence of the city must leave it within four 
days, a measure which caused a wholesale exodus 
of the timorous, the lukewarm and the disloyal, 
and went far in depriving the enemy of their 
channels of information. 

After this purging, Quebec under the stimulating 
influence of Carleton prepared to face the fourth 
and last siege in her history. The militia before this 
ordinance had included, we are assured by one 
defender, numbers of "rank.rebels," while Cramahe 
himself wrote Dartmouth that he feared these 
traitors within more than the enemy without. The 
British muster roll had shown about five hundred 
men, and was reduced by Carleton's edict to about 
three hundred and thirty. The French on the other 
hand were increased by it from four hundred and 
eighty to five hundred and thirty-three. Besides the 
Lizard and Hunter a dozen or more merchant ships 
had been detained, and their seamen and officers, to­
gether with the blue jackets and a few mariners, in­
troduced a further force of four hundred men into 
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the garrison. The number of souls within the town 
during the siege is estimated at five thousand. 
Colonel CaldweU, a retired officer of the army 
resident in Quebec, commanded the British mihtia, 
while Colonel Voyer led the French. The latter may 
be further credited with a company of students and 
other less active volunteers, who guarded prisoners 
and performed similar useful duties. The complete 
roster of French combatants during the siege shows 
seven hundred and ten names, that' of the British 
unfortunately is not extant. 

There were provisions in the town for eight 
months, but firewood, a vital need, was scarce, and 
the country was already covered with a foot of 
snow. There was nothing to fear as yet, however, 
from the water-front, as it was now full of floating ice, 
Carleton well knew that so long as he held Quebec 
Canada was not lost, so also did Montgomery, " I 
need not tell you," he wrote to Robert Livingstone, 
his father-in-law, then attending congress, " that 
till Quebec is taken Canada is unconquered. There 
are three alternatives, siege, investment or storm. 
The first is impossible from the difficulty of mak­
ing trenches in a Canadian winter and the im­
possibility of living in them if we could." As to 
mining he was informed that the soil did not admit 
of it, and lastly his artillery would be useless for 
breaking such walls. As for investment he had not 
enough men to prevent a garrison in a familiar 
country from getting food and firewood and he 
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complains that a lack of specie sadly limits the 
number of Canadians willing to enlist, for congress 
paper had already begun to stink in their nostrils. 
There were, however, fewer objections to storming. 
If his force was small Carleton's was not great, the 
length of his enemy's works which in other respects 
favoured him, would prove to his disadvantage and 
assist Montgomery who could select his point in 
secret, while the constant strain of expectation on 
so mixed a garrison would breed weakness and dis­
content among them. 

Thus Montgomery summed up his chances in a 
frame of mind already much less sanguine than that 
in which he left Montreal. From the first, therefore, 
he practically decided on the bold venture leading 
which in person he so bravely fell. Openly at 
least Montgomery was sanguine enough, and his 
boast that he would eat his Christmas dinner in 
Quebec or hell is a familiar tradition, if not scientific 
history. One may suspect that the alternative was 
supplied by his enemies. 

We are not concerned here with Montgomery's 
brief occupation of Montreal nor yet with his jour­
ney down the St. Lawrence, both of which were 
uneventful. The greater part of his army had been 
left under Wooster at Montreal and in various ports 
to the south of the river, and it does not seem that 
when he joined Arnold at Pointe-aux-Trembles 
their united forces amounted to much more than a 
thousand men, exclusive of some Canadian militia, 
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though British accounts both modern and contempo­
rary have always rated it as larger. His own troops 
were nothing hke so good as Ariiold's men whose 
physique and disciphne he regarded with admiration 
and surprise. Nor were the defences of the city 
"ruinous" as Arnold had somewhat prematurely 
described them, but were in a good state thanks to 
Cramahe's forethought and to an efficient engineer, 
namely James Thompson who was alive half a cen­
tury later to tell stories of that famous winter, and 
has moreover left a journal of it which wUl shortly be 
published. The stone waUs and bastions and deep 
trenches which formed the normal defences of the 
city on the landward side were now well furnished 
with guns. The interval between the rocky breast of 
Cape Diamond and the St. Lawrence was heavily 
stockaded to protect the passage into the Lower 
Town at this narrow gap, while similar barricades 
were erected at the further opening on the banks of 
the St. Charles. 

With regard to the Lower Town it should be 
generaUy noted that in those days the tide rose and 
fell over a considerable area where ar.e now wharves 
and streets. The familiar spot at the south-west, 
however, where Montgomery fell has not materiaUy 
altered, but the point of the other and most formid­
able attack by Arnold's division, the Sault-au-Mate­
lot, has been greatly changed by artificial reclama­
tion from the waters of the river. In those days the 
narrow artery from St. Roch to the Lower Town 
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by the waterside was only a footway, and had even 
to cross the projecting spur of rock which gives its 
name to the spot. Here the narrow neck was 
guarded by a strong barrier defended by cannon, 
and at the further end of the street which began 
here and led to Mountain Street, the only ap­
proach to the Upper Town, was a second barrier 
similarly defended. This stood at the present junc­
tion of St. James and Sous-le-Cap Streets where, 
as at Pres de VUle, a tablet has recently been 
erected in commemoration of the defenders. This 
barrier and Montgomery's point of attack at the 
extreme western end of Champlain Street were 
the only spots where the assailants could enter the 
city save by scaling the walls. How the desperate 
attempt was made and frustrated will be related 
presently. 

Montgomery who had taken up his quarters at 
Holland House, some two miles from the city, pre­
faced more active measures by two characteristic 
missives, one to Carleton and another to the inhabi­
tants. In the first he accused his opponent of ill-
treating himself and of cruelty to his prisoners, but 
his own humanity, he said, moved him to give Carle­
ton the opportunity of saving himself and others 
from the destruction which hung over them. H e in­
formed him that he was weU acquainted with his 
situation, "a great extent of works in their nature 
incapable of defence manned by a motley crew of 
sailors, the greatest part our friends, or of citizens 
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who wish to see us within their w âUs, and a few 
of the worst troops who ever styled themselves 
soldiers," and descanted further on the impossibihty 
of rehef, the want of necessities in the event of a 
simple blockade, and the absurdity of resistance. He 
was himself, he declared, at the head of troops ac­
customed to success, confident in the righteousness 
of their cause and so incensed at Carleton's inhu­
manity that he could with difficulty restrain them. 
More follows in a style which suggests the Buffalo 
mihtia of thirty years later, and when read by the 
side of Montgomery's letter to his father-in-law 
presents a quite remarkable specimen not only of 
unadulterated bluff, but of futile bad taste as ad­
dressed to a distinguished and able servant of the 
Crown. H e winds up by warning Carleton against 
destroying stores, pubhc or private : " If you do," 
concludes this inflated document, "there wUl be 
no mercy shown." 

Montgomery, rightly assuming from former ex­
periences that no letter from him would be received 
in the ordinary way, sent this one by an old woman, 
and Carleton appears to have seen it, doubtless to 
his great entertainment. Several copies of a further 
address to the inhabitants were shot over the walls 
by arrows, and their contents were not calculated to 
conciliate the eight hundred volunteers in arms re­
presenting the male portion of the civil inhabitants, 
whom he styles " a wretched garrison defending 
wretched works." He draws a lurid picture of " a 

119 



L O R D D O R C H E S T E R 

city in flames, carnage, confusion, plunder, all 
caused by a general courting ruin to avoid his 
shame," This one-sided correspondence took place 
on December 6th and 7th, the days foUowing his 
arrival. The city was now cut off' from the outer 
world. Many of Carleton's Canadian militia had 
been caught outside the waUs at St. Roch, and had 
been, wiUingly or unwiUingly, disarmed by Jere­
miah Duggan, a hairdresser from Quebec, who with 
a foUowing of French-Canadians was an active and 
useful partisan of Montgomery's. The latter's artil­
lery in the meantime hd,d been hauled up from the 
river to the Plains of Abraham and a battery of 
five twelve-pounders was opened half a mile from 
the St. John's Gate, to be quickly demolished, how­
ever, by the superior guns of the city. Another 
battery of mortars, more securely placed in St. 
Roch, behind protecting buUdings, though only 
two hundred yards from the waUs, threw shells into 
the city; but they were smaU and did little damage. 
"Even the women," says a diarist, "came to laugh 
at them." 

The situation of the besiegers was not an enviable 
one, for winter had now set in with rigour. Though 
the provincials were largely clad in British uniforms' 
captured at St. Johns and Chambly they had no 
winter clothing, and what was stiU more serious 
smallpox had broken out among the habitants and 
soon began to exact its toll of victims in the Amer­
ican camp. The garrison from the very first behaved 
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admirably and under the cheery firmness and the 
confidence of Carleton kept their ordinary watches, 
and responded to the not infrequent summons of 
night alarms with spirit and alacrity. In these three 
weeks of interval pending Montgomery's attack 
there was little actual conflict. Carleton's gunners 
made effective practice on all attempts of the be­
siegers to get their light guns into advantageous 
position, though the St, Roch mortars continued, it 
is true, to throw showers of almost harmless sheUs 
into the city. Arnold was driven fron;i his headquar­
ters in St. Roch which were riddled with shot, and 
Montgomery's horse was killed by a cannon baU 
while the owner was seated in his cariole. The 
AUeghany riflemen, however, from various shelters 
outside the waUs and from the cupola above the 
intendant's palace carried on a deadly fire, picking 
off almost every man who showed his head above 
the ramparts. 

On December 22nd, Colonel Caldwell's servant, 
bearing the significant name of Wolf, arrived in the 
city. H e had been taken prisoner in trying to save 
something from the MTCck of his master's country 
house which Arnold had burnt, and in company with 
a deserter had succeeded in making his escape. They 
reported that Montgomery intended to attempt the 
city on the next night, and a thousand men were 
kept under arms in consequence. They were right, 
for another deserter was hauled over the walls the 
next day who confirmed the report but gave Wolf's 
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escape as the reason for postponement, and declared 
that it had been arranged for that very night unless 
his ovsnn flight to the enemy should again alter Mont­
gomery's plans. As a matter of fact the latter had 
called a council of war, of which the majority were 
for storming the town as soon as a daily expected 
supply of bayonets, axes and hand grenades had ar­
rived. The general himself was for delay till a further 
attempt to open a breach in the walls with artillery 
had been made; but the others were so eager for 
immediate action that he finaUy gave way. The first 
design was to assault the walls at four diff'erent 
points between Cape Diamond and Palace Gate, 
three of these movements, however, to be feints, the 
one at Cape Diamond alone to be pressed home. 
Aaron Burr, Montgomery's aide was very forward 
in the affair and was actuaUy assigned fifty picked 
men to be drilled in the practice of scahng ladders. 

A t this moment, however, Antell and Price, dis­
affected Montrealers, and the former Montgomery's 
engineer, arrived and insisted that the Lower Town 
was the right point for attack and would be less 
dangerous. As a mihtary move it was the most rash, 
for even the capture of the Lower would leave the 
assailants at the mercy of the Upper Town. But the 
Montrealers' minds ran strongly on pohtics and they 
had persuaded themselves that the inhabitants would 
then compel Carleton to surrender in order to avoid 
the destruction of their property and warehouses. 
But the stormy weather acted as a deterrent from 
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day to day, while Montgomery's confidence, though 
not his courage, was oozing away, Arnold had so 
alienated some of his officers that they refused to 
serve under him tiU urgently appealed to by their 
general. Smallpox too was increasing and some of 
the New England troops whose period of service 
terminated on December 31st, vowed they would 
not stay a day beyond that date. The intense cold 
and frequent frostbites cooled the ardour of the ma­
jority, only warmed from time to time by occasional 
saUies from the city for wood, and in the case of the 
riflemen by their congenial occupation of "sniping." 

The twenty-third passed uneventfully, for the 
reasons already given, and so did Christmas Day, 
Montgomery eating his substitute for turkey neither 
in Quebec nor in the other place, but in HoUand 
House and in desponding mood. He writes from 
there of the factions against Arnold, blaming the 
latter not at all but complaining that he himself has 
no money, paper being valueless, and Price who had 
been an invaluable friend to the cause having ex­
hausted his own means of supply. He would resign 
if it came to a mere blockade but would make a 
desperate effort first. The spirit of the potential slaves 
in Quebec and the agihty of the contemptuous Carle­
ton in escaping his clutches, gaUed him sorely. The 
promise of becoming a successful and living hero 
had lately seemed so fair, and now the presentiment 
was dark upon him that he could only be one, un­
successful and possibly dead. Carleton, during these 
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anxious days, each one of which was expected to end 
in a night assault, remained cool, vigilant and wary. 
His bearing, says an eye-witness, carried no trace of 
anxiety though he slept in his clothes at the Recol­
lets', Every man of the garrison had his post and 
when off duty lay by his arms. The once apathetic 
French and the erst grumbling British militia now 
vied with each other in alertness and eagerly waited 
for the attack, 

A change of weather, which deserters had spoken 
of as the signal for action, came on the twenty-
eighth. But that night passed quietly, as did the 
next after a day of " serene sunshine," and again to 
the vigilant and shivering sentries on the waUs 
there came no sign out of the darkness below. On 
the thirty-first the thermometer fell again, but the 
feeling in the city was strong that the moment 
was come. The intuition was correct, for about 
four o'clock on the last morning of the year. Cap­
tain Malcolm Fraser of the Royal Emigrants, who 
was in command of the main guard, and indeed of 
all the sentries on the walls, saw strange signal 
fires and the flash as of lanterns or torches at vari­
ous points from the St. Charles to the St. Lawrence, 
while almost immediately two rockets shot up into 
the sky from beyond Cape Diamond. The alarm 
was now raised, and in a brief time all doubt was 
ended by the opening of a sharp fire against the 
waUs to the south of the St, Louis Gate and to­
wards Cape Diamond. Drums beat and bells rang 
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wildly out into the now stormy night and in less 
than three minutes, says one account, every man 
in the garrison was under arms at his post, even 
old men of seventy going forward to oppose the 
rebels. 

The plan of attack had in the meantime been 
altered, 'Montgomery was moving quietly along the 
narrow strand of the St. Lawrence from Wolfe's 
Cove, heading for the barrier which defended the 
western end of the Lower Town beneath Cape 
Diamond, Arnold with a larger body was to pass 
from St, Roch beneath the Palace Gate and attack 
the similarly defended barrier already spoken of 
at Sault-au-Matelot, The rockets were a signal to 
Arnold that Montgomery was on the march. In the 
event of success, which achieved in one quarter 
would have materially favoured it in the other, the 
two forces were to combine in an assault, if such 
seemed feasible, on the Upper Town, The firing 
heard at the walls in front had been that of Mont­
gomery's Canadians led by Livingstone and some 
provincials under Brown, and was intended as a 
diversion to distract the garrison. I t was pitch dark, 
and a biting wind laden with fine snow blew from 
the north-east directly in the face of Montgomery's 
long extended column, and indeed it considerably 
deadened both sounds and signals during that first 
period of excitement. 

In almost the last letter of his life Montgomery 
had aUuded to Wolfe's achievement as a series of 
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lucky hits. He himself may weU have seemed 
to be asking a good deal of the fickle goddess 
on this somewhat desperate venture as he led his 
men along the narrow strand between the gloomy 
cliffs and the frozen river. Deep drifts of snow and 
slabs of ice forced up by the tide on to the nar­
row way seemed to have further impeded the toil­
some progress of the column from Wolfe's Cove, 
where it had descended to the shore. As Mont­
gomery and his leading file arrived within fifty 
yards of the barrier the men who were standing 
behind it with lighted fuses say that they could just 
perceive them pausing for a moment as if in un­
certainty. Then one of their number sprang forward, 
—Montgomery, no doubt, who according to an 
American diarist cried out, "Come on, brave boys, 
Quebec is ours !" A small group followed him. At 
this moment the battery was fired, and a hail of 
grapeshot swept every one of these dimly visible 
assailants off their feet. Further discharges with a 
sharp musket fire sent the main and invisible part 
of the columns flying back into the darkness and 
out of action, so far as that memorable night and 
day were concerned, " The rest is silence," save that 
the groans of dying men were heard by those within 
the barrier. All that was to be seen outside it on 
the foUowing day by Carleton's search party was one 
stark hand above the snow, which falling steadily 
for many hours had covered a dozen frozen corpses. 
The hand was Montgomery's. 
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LAST DAYS OF THE SIEGE 

TH E little battery of four guns at Pres de 
ViUe had been thus admirably and effec­

tively handled by Captain Barnsfare with an artil­
lery sergeant and fifteen sailors. In the blockhouse 
above were thirty-five French-Canadians, whose 
bullets followed the flying enemy into the darkness. 
Strange to say, however, an extraordinary panic 
succeeded this doughty deed, apparently caused by 
an old woman, who cried out that the rebels had 
forced the Sault-au-Matelot, and were upon them 
in the rear. One might be permitted to wonder if 
this was the same old woman who had taken 
Montgomery's insulting missive to Carleton, and 
had been drummed out of the town for her pains, 
and thus sought revenge. If so she had it; for ac­
cording to one account, men actually tumbled over 
each other in their superfluous terror, 

Arnold's column, too, though in far different 
fashion, had by this time already failed in its 
attempt. How this came about must now be told. 
Whether Arnold saw the warning rockets seems 
uncertain, but at any rate he started about four 
o'clock on the morning of December 31st to pick 
his way through St. Roch in the direction of 
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the barricade of the Sault-au-Matelot, which was 
his goaL He was foUowed by six hundred men, 
headed by the redoubtable Morgan and his Virginia 
mountaineers) SmaU hope of surprise could have 
lingered among his calculations by the time he was 
under the Palace Gate, for the beUs of the city were 
by then clanging wildly, and the sound of heavy-
firing from the feigned attack upon the western 
walls beat up, though in muffled fashion, against the 
storm. As he reached the narrow strip between the 
tide of the St. Charles, then nearly at flood, and the 
steeps above, his column was fired upon by pickets 
above the Palace Gate and the Hotel Dieu, His 
men, encumbered with scaling ladders, were ex­
posed to view by fire balls throw^n from the build­
ings above, while he himself was soon afterwards 
hit in the leg and put hopelessly out of action, 
Morgan now took the command, though not strictly 
entitled to it, and attacking the first barrier with 
some of his mountaineers and other ardent spirits, 
eventually carried it, though the time and energy 
expended in the proceeding is a matter of much 
disagreement among even contemporary chroniclers. 

However that may be, the Americans poured 
over the first barrier in spite of the gun and the 
guard, and found themselves in a street some two 
hundred yards long lined by houses, at the further 
end of which was a second barrier protected by 
cannon. There would seem to have been some 
pause here, and anxious thoughts were cast in the 
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direction of Montgomery, who in the event of suc­
cess should then have been within the city. But of 
him nothing had yet been heard, Carleton had now 
learnt that the first barricade had been fired, (Ameri­
cans say by a surprise of the guard who were 
drinking and in ignorance of the situation), and 
he despatched Captain Laws with seventy men by 
Palace Gate to take Arnold in the rear. In the mean­
time Caldwell, who seems to have moved rapidly 
from point to point and grasped the situation, 
leaving his own militia to their obviously easy task 
on the western walls, led a mixed party that he had 
collected down to the Lower Town and to the back 
of the second barrier, where he joined Nairne and 
Dambourges, who with Voyer and his French-
Canadians were there holding the enemy in check. 

Around this inner barrier which overlooked 
the Americans now swarming in Sault-au-Matelot 
Street and protected the approach to the Upper 
Town, a great deal of confused and severe fight­
ing took place before the besiegers were finally 
overcome. The latter were inevitably crowded in the 
narrow street, and suff'ered much from the raking 
of the battery at the end and the fire from some 
houses which had been occupied by the defenders. 
The barrier itself seems never to have been in 
danger. One ladder was placed against it, but was 
dragged over the walls by a French-Canadian 
militiaman amid a .hail of American bullets. Some 
of the houses, however, were forced by the Ameri-
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cans, only to be recaptured at the point of the 
bayonet by the British, The various accounts of 
this hour or two of not continuous but often fierce 
fighting give what each man heard and saw in the 
blinding snow and darkness, illuminated only by 
the flashing of guns and hand grenades. The con­
fusion was added to by the British uniforms worn 
by most of the Americans, for a paper inscribed, 
"Liberty or death" pinned in their hats was a futile 
distinction in such a m^iee. But the Americans, 
being mostly in the open street, suffered out of aU 
proportion to their opponents, Morgan and many 
others behaved with infinite gallantry, the former 
kUling Captain Anderson, the only officer who fell 
on his side. The hopelessness of the effort, however, 
at length became evident, and a retreat was at­
tempted. 

In the meantime Laws, who had been sent out 
with two guns by Carleton to take Arnold's men in 
the rear, accompanied by McDougall and Fraser with 
some of the Royal Emigrants, and by Captain Ham­
ilton, of the Lizard, with blue jackets, became en­
gaged in St. Roch with a belated company of 
Arnold's under Dearborn, which had just crossed 
from their quarters beyond the St. Charles, After 
some desultory fighting among the houses, the pro­
vincials were captured or routed, and, furthermore, 
the rebel battery in St. Roch was taken and its 
guns carried oft. Laws and his friends, now heading 
for the Sault-au-Malelot, took Morgan's already 
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shattered force in the rear, and completed their dis­
comfiture. Many of the Americans escaped over 
the ice of the St. Charles, a perilous venture for 
strangers in the dark. The greater part, however, 
laid down their arms. The number of unwounded 
prisoners was about three hundred and ninety, of 
wounded forty-four. The killed were returned at 
thirty-two, but from the number of bodies found 
afterwards in the snow and recovered in the spring 
when it melted, and from the estimates of Ameri­
cans present, the number must have been much 
greater, McLean, who as second in command 
should be something of an authority, states, in a 
private letter, that they buried in aU two hundred 
and twenty. The British loss was given as one 
officer and five privates killed, and a few wounded. 
Possibly it was about double that, but in any case 
quite trifling. Carleton in a letter to Howe says 
that between six and seven hundred were killed, 
wounded or captured. The prisoners were paraded 
before Carleton in the Upper Town, and after a 
good breakfast the officers were quartered in the 
Seminary, and the men in the Recollets'. 

Carleton was now urged by some of his officers 
to order a sortie on the presumably demorahzed, 
and certainly diminished, besiegers. But he was 
too old and cool a soldier to take any risks with his 
heterogeneous and small force, and with but little 
chance of any solid advantage. His business was to 
hold the city tiU the spring, not to indulge in futile, 
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even if victorious, skirmishes on the Plains of Abra­
ham or in the suburbs. He might yet want every 
man he had, for there was nothing but the winter 
to prevent reinforcements of the enemy from enter­
ing Canada, I t was not known yet that Montgomery 
was dead. But on a scouting party's being sent 
through the barrier at the Pres de ViUe they col­
lected after a considerable search thirteen bodies aU 
buried, as has been stated, in the newly faUen snow, 
Montgomery's hand and forearm alone protruding 
from it. One man only, a sergeant, stiU breathed 
and uttered a few words, but quickly died. There 
was no certainty about Montgomery's corpse tiU it 
was brought into the town and identified by some 
of the prisoners, Carleton, with the humanity that 
never forsook him, sent out search parties to the 
scene of Arnold's march and attack at the Sault-au-
Matelot, who brought in many wounded, including 
some officers. He caused Montgomery to be quietly 
buried in a hollow under the St. Louis bastion, 
attending the funeral himself with some half dozen 
others. 

Wooster, hitherto in command at Montreal, now 
came up to replace Montgomery, for Arnold's 
wound kept him out of the field tiU April, when in 
a pet at some fancied slight from his commander he 
got himself transferred to Montreal. But their two 
enterprising commanders removed and their num­
bers reduced to about eight hundred men including 
Livingstone's rebel Canadians who were not very 
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formidable and whose numbers seem vague and 
fluctuating, the besiegers were no longer, for the 
present, a cause of serious anxiety to Carleton. 
He had ample provisions and could now obtain 
firewood with less risk than before; above all his 
garrison were thoroughly pleased with themselves 
and with him. Whatever complacency he may him­
self have felt he relaxed nothing of his precautions, 
and resolutely refused all proposals of his sub­
ordinates to adventures in the open field, A smaller 
man would have given way before their importu­
nities. His inspiring demeanour is thus described: 
" General Carleton wore still the same countenance; 
his looks were, watched and they gave courage to 
many; there was no despondency in his features. 
He will find a numerous band to follow him in 
every danger. He is known, and that knowledge 
gave courage and strength to the garrison," 

W e must not linger here over the minor doings 
which mostly filled the four following months till 
the arrival of ships and troops from England put a 
prompt end to the siege. The day-to-day journals 
continue the story in minute detaiP and would be 
interesting enough to quote from if this volume 
were a record of the campaign and not a life of one 
of the chief actors in it. 

I t was creditable to the spirit of the besiegers 
'^ There are six different journals extant concerning this siege of 

Quebec besides au orderly book, the work of several persons concerned 
in the campaign. Though some are fuller than others they all agree in 
substance, and call for no elaboration or notice in these pages. 
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that they held to their posts. The expected re­
inforcements came in but slowly, the rigours of a 
Canadian winter proving not only a deterrent to the 
new provincial troops, but to the equally crude 
machinery that was to supply them with the neces­
saries of war and existence. The besiegers, however, 
persevered. Batteries were opened to be quickly 
dismounted by Carleton's guns, save one at Point 
Levis, which proved too remote or too feeble to do 
much harm either to town or shipping. The prisoners 
in the city made one or two fruitless attempts to 
escape, though they confessed to receiving the 
best treatment that circumstances afforded. Later 
on they were removed to the ships. Ninety-four, 
of British birth mostly, had voluntarily enlisted in 
the garrison corps, but when a dozen or two had 
deserted, Carleton confined the rest on the ships in 
the harbour. 

Rumours of all kinds were constantly brought 
into the city by deserters, among others that large 
forces were preparing for a descent on Canada in 
the spring, a statement that the evacuation of Bos­
ton by Howe made readUy credible. But Carleton 
had reason to hope that an army from England had 
already sailed for the St, Lawrence, though he knew 
nothing for certain, and a sole dependence on the 
good intentions of a British ministry of that day 
might weU whiten the hair of a remotely placed 
official. By early April, 1776, reinforcements had 
brought the besieging force up to two thousand men 
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including invalids, and with some heavier guns they 
hoped to breach the waUs, But the waUs mocked 
their batteries for the brief period before the de­
fenders' fire put them out of action. The habi­
tants, too, had become restive under the continuous 
demands for provisions and labour in return for 
worthless paper money and were changing their 
attitude, while the Americans irritated by the cold, 
privation and defeat, were no longer always able to 
maintain a philanthropic and brotherly mien towards 
the peasantry. No thought of another attempt to 
storm the city was entertained by Wooster, and 
indeed improved defences both in the way of tim­
bers and batteries, together with a united and 
confident garrison, put it out of the question. The 
last diversion of all was on May 3rd after the ice 
had broken, when a fireship was sent up the har­
bour from the Point of Orleans and caused some 
brief anxiety, but ultimately drifted out of harm's 
way, 

Arnold, in the meantime, slighted as he thought 
himself by Wooster, had repaired to Montreal cured 
of his wound, just in time to meet a commission sent 
from congress with full powers-to look into the mili­
tary situation of Canada and probe if possible the 
depths of the habitant's mind. No less a person than 
Dr. Franklin headed it, while Carrol of Carrolton, 
and his brother, a Roman Catholic priest, afterwards 
the first archbishop of the United States, for politic 
reasons went with him. There was much sociability 
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at Montreal during the visit, the irrepressible fire­
brand Walker and his wife doing the honours, and 
giving the visitors no doubt their interpretation 
of the French-Canadian attitude and of British 
tyranny. I t may be interesting to note that when the 
astute Frankhn had done with the Walkers, which 
was not tUl he had reached Albany on his way home, 
he made a little entry in his journal which may be 
read, to-day, to the effect that in whatever place this 
worthy couple might set up house he opined that it 
would soon become too hot to hold them. The 
parenthesis may be pardoned as justifying the strong 
language used about this notorious couple in the 
despatches of Carleton and Murray, and accounting 
for the extraordinary resentment they had aroused 
in the breasts of hght-hearted captains and sub­
alterns, British and French. 

Franklin's commission, however, at the end of 
April reported the military case of Canada as hope­
less, though occupied at the moment by four thou­
sand American troops; but these were unpaid, iU-
fed, and badly commanded. Wooster came in for 
scathing criticism, in which we may detect a trace 
of Arnold's influence. Wooster was recalled and 
Thomas, of Bunker HiU notoriety, despatched to his 
command. The accomplished Maryland priest had 
not moved the apathy of the habitants nor touched 
the loyalty of the clergy. The commission expressed 
infinite sympathy with the treatment of the inhabi­
tants by the congress troops, which seems unfafr, 
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while the creditable perseverance and undoubted 
courage of the besiegers of Quebec met with scant 
recognition at the hands of these critical civilians. 
The summing up, however, of their report was in 
effect that the capture of Canada was hopeless, and 
that it would be weU for congress to confine itself 
to protecting the lake route to the Hudson against 
incursions from that inhospitable country. 

But we must now return to Carleton whose 
deliverance and moment of action had at last come. 
Early in the morning of May 6th, 1776, every citizen 
stiU in bed in Quebec rose to join the crowds that 
were already thronging the ramparts. A sail was 
in sight, and Carleton soon knew that Dartmouth— 
by this time, however, superseded,—had not failed 
him. The sail proved to be that of the British frigate 
Surprise to be foUowed quickly by the Isis and 
a war-sloop. They brought welcome reinforcements, 
and the still better news that a fleet and armament 
were upon the sea. For the moment there were in­
fantry and marines enough for the occasion. These 
were soon landed, and Carleton now felt justified 
in indulging the long restrained ardour of his faith­
ful garrison. "The drums beat to arms," says a joyous 
diarist, "and it was ordered that all volunteers in 
the Enghsh and French militia should join the 
sailors and troops to march out and attack the 
rebels. Every man almost in both corps was forward 
to offer his service." 

Carleton placed himself at the head of eight 
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hundred men, and the column marched at twelve 
o'clock, with McLean, whose conduct in the siege 
had been above praise, second in command, and 
CaldweU, who was sent to England a day or two 
later with the joyful tidings, at the head of his 
British militia. The httle army extending itseK 
across the plain made a noble appearance. General 
Thomas was now in command of the enemy vice 
the disgraced Wooster, but he had made no pre­
parations, and a general stampede at once ensued. 
Nine hundred Pennsylvanians took ambush for a 
brief period in the woods, but they soon joined their 
flying countrymen. "They left cannon, muskets, 
ammunition, and even clothes," to quote again 
from the diary. " W e found the roads strewed with 
rifles and ammunition, whUe clothes, bread and pork 
all lay in heaps in the highway with howitzers and 
fieldpieces. So great was their panic that they left 
behind them many papers of consequence to those 
who wrote them, and to whom they were writ. 
Look which way soever, one could see men flying 
and carts driving away with aU possible speed," 

The smaU force of provincials who throughout 
the spring had occupied Point Levis and protected 
the battery there, on seeing the plight of their 
friends on the north shore of the river had nothing 
for it but to make their escape as best they could 
through the woods. A few days later Carleton, with 
the humanity that always distinguished him, ordered 
aU his militia officers to institute a diligent search 
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of the surrounding country for such American 
fugitives as might be in distress through hunger or 
sickness. These were to be aff'orded all necessary 
relief, and to be brought to the General Hospital 
where proper care should be taken of them. This 
was made known by proclamation together with 
the promise that as soon as their health was ire-
stored they should have full liberty to return to 
their respective provinces. 

In the meantime the frigates had sailed up the 
river to seize the enemy's craft; the General Hospi­
tal and suburbs had been re-occupied, and by night 
(May 6th, 1776) all was over. The Americans had 
vanished, and peace brooded once more over the 
faithful city. 
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THE EVACUATION OF CANADA 

TH E only criticism to be made upon the 
American retreat from Quebec is the iU-

regulated fashion and undignified despatch with 
which it was executed, and the loss of material 
thereby involved. The surviving troops of Arnold 
and Montgomery had at least deserved well of 
congress, which had made great and not unsuccess­
ful efforts throughout the winter and spring to rein­
force them, as the figures already quoted will have 
shown. I t was beyond doubt of great importance 
to the revolutionary leaders that Canada should be 
regarded in the colony as a virtually annexed 
province for as long as possible, even if the authori­
ties knew its retention was impossible. Three Rivers, 
under the command of Livingstone, had been the 
depdt whence the constantly arriving men and 
supplies had been forwarded to Quebec, while guns 
had been cast at the well-known forges in its neigh­
bourhood. The main body of fugitives passed quickly 
through, leaving only a smaU force there for a brief 
period, and hurried onward to Sorel where General 
Thomas had decided to make his chief stand against 
Carleton. 

In this very month of May, too, Arnold who had 
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from one to two thousand men with him in Mont­
real was threatened from the west by a smaU 
British force under Captain Forster. This officer, 
with a small detachment of forty men of the 8th 
Regiment and a dozen volunteers from the remote 
garrison of Detroit was stationed at Oswegatchie 
(Ogdensburg), some fifty miles up the river. On 
hearing of the raising, or prospective raising, of the 
siege of Quebec before British reinforcements, he 
judged that a demonstration before Montreal might 
possibly attach sufficient Loyalists and repentant 
malcontents to his side to enable him to secure 
the city. So feeling his way thither with his own 
httle company and two hundred Indians he found 
Major Butterfield entrenched at the Cedars with 
four hundred men and some guns barring his way. 
With the further help of a local Canadian seignior, 
de Senneville, and a score or two of foUowers, 
Forster compelled the surrender of the post with 
its garrison, A considerable number of Canadians 
having joined him, he crossed the western mouth 
of the Ottawa to the Island of Montreal and marched 
towards the city. 

Arnold, however, was on the alert with one thou­
sand five hundred men at Lachine, and Forster, 
whose venture was more spirited and useful than 
vital to British interests, had no choice but to re-
cross the water to Vaudreuil. H e had scarcely 
landed when Arnold arrived on the hither shore at 
Ste. Anne, near which there stood and stiU stands in 

142 



A R N O L D A N D FORSTER 

ruin the old fortified chateau of Senneville or Bois-
briant. From these posts he advanced in bateaux 
over the league of water to VaudreuU, where 
Forster with his cannon gave his boats such a warm 
reception that he was forced to retire. The fort­
night's campaign, including some skirmishes un­
recorded here, resulted in Forster's giving up four 
hundred and thirty prisoners for a like number to 
be exchanged later by congress, a compact which 
was scandalously broken on a plea of Indian out­
rage which was proved to the hilt to be a web 
of fiction. Forster then retired to Oswegatchie, and 
Arnold burnt the chiiteau, which, erected about the 
year 1700, still displays its ruins picturesquely set 
at the point of a country-house garden which fringes 
the shore of the Lake of Two Mountains, I t is in 
part roof high, flanked by the remains of its once 
fortified courtyard, and overhung by forest trees, 
and presents the most suggestive relic of remote 
frontier warfare, so far as I know, in aU Canada 
or in the United States, while just above it on a 
ridge stands a restored stone tower even older than 
the chateau. 

But we must return to Carleton, who in spite of 
that calm demeanour which was at once the envy 
and the solace of those who shared his dangers, 
must have been happy enough in his past success 
and present relief from so long and arduous a strain. 
After completing aU arrangements for the govern­
ance of the city, and among other precautions having 
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ordered that none of the disloyal who had left it at 
the beginning of the siege should return without a 
permit, he started up the river with the 29th and 
47th Regiments, leaving the trusty McLean to re­
ceive the still larger reinforcements already ascend­
ing to Quebec. At the same time the garrison was 
paraded, and the volunteers dismissed to their civic 
duties with the thanks they so thoroughly deserved. 
The immediate rendezvous of the troops was to be 
at Three Rivers. The transports could not actually 
reach that point on account of adverse winds, but 
Carleton saw them to within a short march of it 
and then turned back, leaving Fraser in command to 
complete the occupation and await the rest of the 
force. The Americans were at Sorel, with a reputed 
four thousand to five thousand men on the spot or 
within call. Carleton was back at Quebec in time to 
receive Burgoyne with the main army on June 
1st. In their apparently overwhelming strength 
these gay soldiers little foreboded the catastrophe 
that was to overtake them within less than eighteen 
months. 

The harbour was now alive with transports, and 
the Chateau St, Louis was gay with the resplendent 
uniforms of British and German officers, for the 
king's birthday, June 4th, which fell on an aus­
picious day for Canada, was observed with fitting 
ceremony. The 21st, 24th, 29th, 31st, 34th, 53rd, 
and 63rd Regiments of the line were all here, to­
gether with four batteries of artillery. Of Bruns-
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wickers there were three infantry regiments, includ­
ing one of grenadiers, three of dismounted dragoons 
and a regiment of Hessians, aU under the command 
of Baron Riedesel. The latter, an admirable and 
tried soldier, was soon to be joined by his coura­
geous wife, who faced the later perils of Burgoyne's 
campaign, and has left one of the most interesting 
records of it. On June 5th, Carleton despatched 
Riedesel to Three Rivers by way of the north 
shore with a force of English and German troops, 
a few Canadian volunteers and three hundred 
Indians. Fraser by this time was waiting at Three 
Rivers with some of his men in the town and some 
in transports just below it. SuUivan who was in 
chief command of the Americans at Sorel saw his 
opportunity (though, indeed, success would have led 
to little), and despatched General Thompson with 
about two thousand men to attack Fraser, and if 
possible to surprise him. The thirty-five miles he 
traversed were mainly represented by the length of 
Lake St. Peter, a broad and shaUow expansion of 
the St, Lawrence. Thompson crossed it near the 
upper end, and marched down its northern shore. 
He was happily espied by a Canadian militia 
captain, and according to another account he was 
conducted circuitously by an unfriendly Canadian 
guide. 

In any case Fraser was warned in time, and threw 
out the 26th which repulsed Thompson's attack, 
while other troops came up to complete his discom-
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fiture, Thompson lost a good many men in kiUed 
and wounded, and in his escape might have been 
most severely handled if not actually cut off, but 
Carleton, in spite of his deliberate refusal to re­
cognize the status of American officers, was strongly 
imbued with the humane and concUiatory view of 
the struggle, and seems on this account to have been 
anxious to drive the rebels out of Canada with as 
little bloodshed and suffering to individuals as 
possible. That he maintained this attitude and re­
tained at the same time the confidence of his officers, 
is a significant tribute to his character. The next 
morning, leaving a garrison at Three Rivers, the 
troops sailed for Sorel, which was found deserted.^ 
Fraser in the meantime had been sent with a force 
up the north shore of the St. Lawrence with a view 
to crossing it higher up, while Burgoyne with the 
troops at Sorel was despatched up the Richelieu to 
recover Chambly and St, Johns, as soon as Fraser 
should have joined him, Burgoyne marched on June 
15th, and found Chambly, the scene of Stopford's 
disgraceful surrender seven months previously, 
already abandoned by the enemy. Pushing on 
twelve miles further to St. Johns, where Preston 
had honourably failed, he found this fort also 
deserted. The Americans had, in fact, travelled at 
a headlong pace and in great disorder. They were 
only a few hours ahead of Burgoyne, but when his 
scouts reached the head of Lake Champlain there 
was nothing whatever to be seen of them, and the 
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evacuation of Canada was complete. General PhU-
lips and Riedesel in the meantime had sailed with 
a third division up the St. Lavn-ence towards 
Montreal tiU the wind faUed them, when they 
marched to Laprairie and thence across to the 
Richelieu, joining Burgoyne at St. Johns. Arnold 
and the men left with him at Montreal had a narrow 
escape, which is described at some length in the 
memoirs of his aide-de-camp, Wilkinson, the future 
somewhat weU-known general. The near approach 
of the British seems to have come as a surprise to 
this usuaUy alert individual, but he showed his 
best qualities in getting his troops across the river 
with much despatch and, by a forced march, reaching 
St. Johns before Sullivan, and his w^orst qualities, 
according to Wilkinson, by carrying off some mili­
tary supplies and seUing them for his own benefit 
in New York. 

So far Carleton's operations had been carried out 
with complete success and unlooked for rapidity, 
but now they came to a sudden stop. Canada was 
saved, and as it proved, for all time. But the 
aggressive movement into the colonies and the 
occupation of Crown Point and Ticonderoga, for 
which immediate object the army had been sent 
from England, presented difficulties insuperable for 
the moment. The only route for a large force south­
ward to the Hudson and into the colonies was 
down the waters of Lake Champlain, But every 
boat and craft had been either carried off or de-
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stroyed by the invaders who were now entrenched 
at Crown Point and Ticonderoga with a large flotiUa 
of boats, armed and othervidse. Nor was there at 
that time any road through the dense forests that 
flourished everywhere to the very verge of the 
water, bristling on the rocky bluffs and mantling 
stUl more thickly on the swampy, low grounds. 
Carleton's object then was to occupy the above-
named forts, not only for the further security of 
Canada but as a base of such operations against the 
adjoining colonies as might afterwards appear ad­
visable. No distinct plan at this time seems to have 
been evolved. The feeling was strong in England 
that the mere display of so great a force would pro­
bably end the war. Indeed the persistent refusal of 
the British government and people at large to 
reahze the true nature of the American revolt is one 
of the strangest features of that epoch. Unfortu­
nately for Carleton, as we shaU see, and still more 
so for the success of the king's northern army, 
the most inefficient minister that has perhaps ever 
served the nation in this particular capacity, had 
during the summer succeeded Dartmouth. 

Germain, who as Lord George SackviUe com­
manding the British cavalry at Minden had gained 
unenviable fame for his persistent refusal to charge 
at the critical moment, was now the fountain of 
honour and authority at a stiU more critical one in 
the nation's history. Unlike so many officers of his 
day he had never seen America; nor did he show 
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any measure of anxiety to make up for this dis­
advantage by acquainting himself with the pecuhar 
difficulties that country offered to military move­
ments. He was haughty, narrow-minded, mean 
and revengeful to a degree, and "as beUicose in 
council" said a noted wag, "as pacific in the 
field." But he had been a good friend to Wolfe 
as colonel of his regiment, though rarely favour­
ing it, as Wolfe's private letters show, vdth his 
august presence. H e had an old grudge against 
Carleton for rejecting one of his favourites and no 
one beheved his protestations to the contrary. Fin­
ally, he was self-willed in proportion to his ignorance 
and to his utter unfitness to direct a campaign upon 
American soil, but unfortunately he had both the 
confidence and the ear of the king. 

Matters, however, went smoothly at first as there 
was no great occasion for friction. Carleton had 
urged the inclusion among the supplies sent with 
the troops to Quebec of a large number of boats in 
sections for immediate use on Lake Champlain. A 
few only of these were forwarded, followed later by 
others. So while the tedious business of building a 
fleet on Lake Champlain was in progress, for which 
purpose in the confused state of the country skiUed 
men were extremely scarce, Carleton set to work 
to reduce into something approaching order the 
chaos into which Canada had fallen. 

I t is not worth while to dweU at length on the 
reaction which had taken place in the pohtical sym-
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pathies, if so definite a word may be used, of the 
Canadian peasantry. That they were heartily tired 
of the American occupation is no particular dis­
credit to the provincial troops themselves, who, 
compelled by necessity and irritated by failure, had 
not often been more severe \yith them than the 
urgency of the case required. But this was quite 
enough for the simple habitant who had so readily 
believed the wondrous stories by which his neut­
rality or assistance had been invoked and secured. 

The exhaustion of the invader's sUver money had 
been the first shock in the process of disiUusionment, 
while the soon-proven worthlessness of paper money, 
to say nothing of the occasional exercise of the hated 
corvees, finished the business. Districts had differed 
much in the measure of their admiration for their 
deliverers, but as scarcely any gave wiUing, and very 
few even grudging, assistance to Carleton, the other 
side of the question does not caU for elaboration. 
IncidentaUy it may be noted that the parishes south 
of the river in the Richelieu county, the richest 
in Lower Canada, were the most active in the 
American interest. The priests, some of whom had 
been badly treated by the invaders, soon had their 
flocks in hand again though the seigniors never 
recovered their former influence, as was perhaps 
natural enough. 

Carleton moved about the country with much 
energy and despatch, now at Chambly and St. Johns, 
where the improvement of the defences as well as 
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shipbuilding was proceeding apace, now at Montreal 
receiving deputations of Indians and enduring those 
tedious and fantastic ceremonies indispensable to 
any appeal for their assistance. The Iroquois, those 
ancient aUies, once more swore devotion to their 
Hanoverian father and his deputy; but the wes­
tern Indians, who also presented themselves and 
were equaUy forward, were accepted by Carleton 
only as benevolent neutrals. He also granted to Sir 
John Johnson, loyal son of a famous father, the 
commission to raise a battahon of Loyalists in his 
country which was conspicuous afterwards as the 
King's Royal Regiment of New York. Early in 
August the governor and commander-in-chief was 
back at Quebec issuing commissions of the peace, 
re-opening courts of justice and fiUing up the vacan­
cies in the legislative council. He received in due 
course complimentary letters from Germain ex­
pressing a high sense of his services, and in one of 
them the first hint is thrown out of detaching 
Burgoyne, though under Carleton's orders, to co­
operate with Howe. On September 28th we find 
Carleton stung into retort by a complaint from 
Germain that he had not sent home with his other 
despatches his plans for driving out the rebels in 
the past spring. The general replies "with ironical 
brevity" that the object at the time of writing was 
the expulsion of the rebels from Canada, which was 
accomplished long before any instructions could 
possibly have had time to reach him. 
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Burgojme, Philhps, and Riedesel had come out 
as major-generals and there were four brigadiers, 
Fraser, Nesbitt, PoweU and Gordon. A painful in­
cident in July was the shooting and killing of the 
latter from an ambush as he was riding home un­
armed from a social visit in the neighbourhood of 
Chambly far within Canadian territory. The per­
petrator was a Connecticut lieutenant, Whitcomb, 
and Canadians said that the object was the general's 
watch and sword. Unfortunately his superiors did 
not thus regard it, for he was soon afterwards ad­
vanced two steps in rank, to the indignation of the 
British and of some even of his own people. 
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ADVANCE INTO THE ENEMY'S COUNTRY 

TH R O U G H most of August and the whole of 
September, 1776, Carleton was among his 

troops and shipbuilders. The former were can­
toned at various points down the Richelieu from 
St. Johns and also along the overland route from 
there to Laprairie, while barracks and redoubts 
were being constructed at Ile-aux-Noix, fifteen 
miles above St, Johns, and not far from the foot 
of the lake, the island being intended to serve as 
a dep6t for supplies during the campaign in pros­
pect. I t was not tiU October 5th that the newly 
constructed fleet saUed lakewards from St. Johns. 
AU the troops, except thc few left in the Canadian 
garrisons, were now gathered at various points in or 
near Point au Fer. Few readers wiU need to be re­
minded that Lake Champlain is a narrow sheet of 
water from five to fifteen miles in breadth and 
stretching a length of some ninety miles due south­
ward from Point au Fer to Crown Point and 
thence in a greatly contracted channel to Ticon­
deroga. Here was a portage of nearly two miles at 
a considerable elevation above the shaUow con­
necting river to the spot whence the navigable but 
narrow Lake George reached southwards again to 
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the ten-mile road which tapped the Hudson, On the 
tenth, the improvised British fleet swept proudly out 
past the lie la Mothe before a fresh north wind, 
Carleton having hoisted his flag, if the expression be 
permissible of a general, on a modest schooner 
carrying twelve six-pounders. Like the sea-going 
warriors of earlier days, however, he carried a mas­
ter mariner with him, in the person of Lieutenant 
Dacre, while Captain Pringle of the navy had 
charge of the navigation of the whole flotilla. The 
latter, besides Carleton's own ship named after him­
self, consisted of the Infleocible carrying nearly 
thirty guns, the greater part twelve-pounders, the 
Lady Maria of fourteen six-pounders, six twelve-
pounders, and two hovdtzers, besides a gondola 
with six nine-pounders. There were also twenty 
gunboats thirty feet by fifteen, carrying each a 
brass piece of from nine to twenty-four pounds and 
four long-boats with a gun apiece serving as armed 
tenders. With the fleet went a cloud of smaller boats 
carrying troops, baggage, provisions and stores. The 
ships were manned by six hundred seamen from the 
men-of-war and transports at Quebec, while the 
guns were handled by detachments of artiUery. 

This unconventional armament now sailed out to 
wrest from the Americans the naval supremacy of 
that mimic ocean, which was, nevertheless, of such 
supreme importance in these eighteenth century 
wars. On the next day, October 11th, a ship 
from the fleet of the enemy was espied making 
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for the island of Valcour, just off the modem 
Plattsburgh, but fearful of being intercepted her 
crew raced her hurriedly on to that island and 
were taken off under the fire of Carleton's guns by 
the Americans, whose fleet now discovered itself in 
the narrow strait between the island and the main­
land. The squadron numbered only fifteen armed 
craft of divers sorts, but was about the same in 
weight of guns as the other and was under the 
command of Arnold, The north wind and the chase 
of the stranded ship had carried Carleton's larger 
vessels so far past the strait where Arnold's ships 
lay, that they were unable to beat back in time to 
prove of service. Carleton himself, however, got in 
with his gunboats and a brisk cannonade was main­
tained on both sides for some two hours. The Amer­
icans were now in a trap from which it was thought 
that they could not escape in the night. But as 
no supports came up, and as his ships and gun­
boats lacked ammunition, Carleton sheered off, 
and the gunboats anchored in a line across the 
mouth of Cumberland Bay into which Arnold 
had retired. 

In spite of the chain of British gunboats and the 
fall of the wind, the resourceful Arnold slipped by 
them in the night with muffled oars, and before his 
enemies were any the wiser was out of sight and 
heading for Crown Point. Arnold puts his losses in 
killed and wounded at sixty besides two ships, while 
others were badly damaged. This feat of getting a 
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battered and iU-built flotiUa through the British 
sentry boats undiscovered was but another instance 
of Arnold's resourcefulness and dash. But the 
escape was merely for the moment, for the breeze 
held fair for the next day and when it dropped 
in the night the rowboats towed the sloops and 
schooners, Carleton caught him on the follow­
ing morning a few miles short of Crown Point, 

The fight was soon over. The Washington, 
commanded by General Waterbury, was quickly 
overpowered. Arnold's flagship, the Congress, which 
took the first fire, was so maltreated that he ran 
her on shore together with as many of the others 
as Carleton's guns and the hurry of the moment 
permitted, and set fire to them all. Two or three 
gondolas, however, were captured, while only a 
schooner, sloop and galley got away in safety. 
Though swept off the lake, yet by burning his ships 
so promptly, Arnold diminished by so much the 
value of the victory. Most of his exploits, however, 
seem in a measure dimmed by some rumour calcu­
lated to discredit them. There is a story here, for 
which Riedesel is the authority, that he left his 
wounded men in the burning ships, their cries being 
audible to the British on the lake. 

Carleton reports ten vessels burned besides those 
captured, Arnold in the meantime hurried on to 
Crown Point and set fire to every building there that 
would burn, and thence proceeded to Ticonderoga 
ten miles beyond. There seems to have been no 
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British loss in this second action. Carleton took on 
with him to Crown Point the American wounded as 
weU as about a hundred prisoners. The former with 
his customary humanity he caused to be well cared 
for ; the latter he discharged on parole. 

The lake now cleared of every hostile vessel and 
the British fronts advanced to Crown Point, the vital 
question arose whether the original scheme of the 
summer should be carried out at this late date. 
Crown Point was the obvious base for an attack on 
Ticonderoga; but the latter was a strong fortress, 
in good repair, occupied by Gates with a large force, 
well furnished and accessible to reinforcements and 
fresh supplies by the Lake George route at its rear. 
I t would almost certainly be a long siege, and 
Carleton at Crown Point would be a hundred miles 
from his nearest base of supplies. There were only 
five or six weeks remaining before the iron hand of 
winter would seal up the lake, and for much of the 
interval its surface would be swept by gales of force 
sufficient to baffle or hamper navigation. The task 
of supplying a large force by rough trails through 
the dense snow-laden woods would be a Herculean 
labour, even if it were worth the effort, above all in 
the teeth of the scouting parties which the Ameri­
cans, so efficient in this business, were sure to send 
out. Carleton, however, took a survey of the fortress 
from the water, a proceeding that only confirmed 
his resolution to postpone all further action till the 
foUowing spring, when with full possession of Lake 
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Champlain there would be few obstacles to immedi­
ate success. 

I t goes without saying that there were ardent 
souls present who saw before them only a fortress 
which might possibly be captured, and in any case 
would provide that honourable form of entertain­
ment for which they wore a uniform. But Carleton 
knew the northern winter and also the high qualities 
of some of the congress troops, and he may well 
have hesitated to stultify this experience by attemp­
ting an exploit which, even if quickly successful, 
would leave him in a situation laborious to maintain 
and of doubtful utility. For putting aside these grave 
difficulties and granting that the fort were immedi­
ately captured and that he could sit down within it 
in strength and supply his garrison with ease, a wild 
country would still lie between his army and the 
settled districts to the south and east of it. Against 
these he could not operate during the winter, as 
Germain sapiently suggested, without bivouacking 
his troops in the open, and to submit European 
troops, or indeed any troops but perhaps an odd party 
of hardened Rangers, to such a course was to subject 
them to certain death. Indeed the notion was too 
absurd for comment by any person of North Ameri­
can experience. Burgoyne was taken into Carleton's 
council and fully agreed with' him, so far as his 
opinion could be worth anything in a situation 
physically outside his knowledge. A letter, however, 
from General Phillips to Burgoyne seems to point 

158 



R E T I R E S TO C A N A D A 

to the fact that both, though soldiers of too much 
experience to think it likely that Ticonderoga could 
be captured then, were dissatisfied that nothing in 
the way of more active demonstration had been 
undertaken. 

PhiUips was discontented because a force was not 
left to winter at Crown Point, a seemingly purpose­
less proceeding, Phillips was a good officer but may 
have been somewhat difficile. W e get a glimpse of 
him, through Baroness Riedesel's journal, grumbhng 
at his friend and chief Burgoyne in the same way 
and possibly with better reason. But Carleton's 
action in this matter was the cause of discontent to 
many, which may be accounted for by the fact that 
there were several hundred officers in the country 
who had never known a Canadian winter, nor as yet 
been subjected to serious trials of any kind in the 
North American wilderness. Carleton's decision, 
however sound, was fraught with ominous signifi­
cance, for it was the cause of his supersession by 
Burgoyne, and Burgoyne's promotion led to a great 
and historical disaster. 

So Carleton and his army at the beginning of 
November retired to Canada into winter quarters; 
the former to his official post at Quebec and to those 
civic duties which the faithful Cramahe had been 
discharging with his accustomed efficiency. 

In the meantime the year's operations to the south­
ward may be briefly summarized as follows: Howe, 
by orders from home, had abandoned Boston in 
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March as not worth the sacrifice which its retention 
would entail. Carrying his army by sea he arrived be­
fore New York towards the end of June, being there 
joined by reinforcements which gave him in all over 
twelve thousand men. By September Washington, 
who covered and held this city, was after numerous 
actions compelled to evacuate it and occupy the 
forts without. Driven in time from these he crossed 
the Hudson in November and retreated through the 
Jerseys to Philadelphia followed by Howe in a 
fashion so futile and ineffective as to have fur­
nished a wealth of ridicule for the historian. The 
latter now retired to New York and to a long 
season of social festivities, leaving New Jersey 
occupied by his scattered detachments. Though 
in overwhelming force, most of Howe's posts were 
recaptured by Washington, and one or two severe 
defeats, accompanied by surrenders, were inflicted 
while the English general busied himself in pro­
viding entertainment for the garrison and citizens 
of New York. With a force increased to twenty-
five thousand men he aUowed the spirits of the 
congress party, now at zero, to rise rapidly during 
the winter before the cheering spectacle of his own 
apathy and the masterly strokes of Washington 
with his comparative handful of ill-clad and ill-
fed men. The Loyalists suffered in proportion, and 
valuable allies were gradually reduced to rebel 
sympathizers or to ruin. Such in brief outhne was 
the state of affairs while Carleton's army in Canada 
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was preparing for a campaign in support, as it turned 
out, of this hopeless general, and while the dismissal 
of the best and almost the only good available com­
mander was being decided upon by an incapable 
minister in London. 

There is no occasion to particularize the manner 
in which Carleton distributed his army this winter. 
St. Johns and the other ports on the Richelieu and 
at the foot of the lake were all occupied. Some 
troops wintered along the south shore of the St, 
Lawrence, while Montreal, Three Rivers and Que­
bec had each its garrison. Many of the soldiers 
were quartered among the habitants, who seem to 
have quite recovered from their republican leanings 
and to have received the soldiers in friendly fashion. 
Carleton, however, could not overcome his soreness 
at their recent defection. " There is nothing to fear 
from the Canadians," he writes to Germain, "so 
long as things are in a state of prosperity; nothing 
to hope from them when in distress. There are some 
of them who are guided by sentiments of honour, 
the multitude is influenced by hope of gain, or fear 
of punishment," 

The merits and demerits of the Quebec Act ceased 
for the time to concern men's minds. They were aU 
full of the part they had just played in stirring scenes 
and might yet have again to play. The peasantry 
had had enough of pohtics for the present; money 
was flowing into the country; markets were brisk. 
Gaiety on a scale that even the old French regime 
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had never known was stimulated in Quebec and 
Montreal by the presence in the colony of several 
hundred officers, relieved for the time from the ten­
sion of war or the possibihty of attack. Lady Maria 
Carleton with her chUdren, now increased to three, 
had returned and proved a sprightly and popular 
young hostess at the Chateau St. Louis. On the 
last night of 1776, the anniversary of Montgomery's 
attack. Baron Riedesel teUs us that the governor 
gave a dinner of sixty covers, which was foUowed 
by a pubhc fete and a grand baU, where all social 
Quebec danced out the old year which had broken 
on them in so dramatic and different a fashion. In 
the morning of the same day the archbishop cele­
brated a grand mass in the cathedral, and those 
citizens who had shown sympathy with the rebels 
had to do penance in public. The Church which had 
suffered a serious fright breathed again. The seig­
niors, whose sustained rights, like those of the 
Church, had been so successfully twisted into a goad 
for the fears of the peasantry by the enemies of 
government, within and without, were more than 
satisfied. They were a recognized element now in the 
governor's council and the question of an elective 
assembly, even an Anglo-French one, had few 
charms for men who cared nothing for popular 
government, and, as a matter of fact, rather shrank 
from the notion of sitting in so mixed an assembly. 
Indeed if they had a grievance, it was the minor one 
of being hable to serve on the new juries in criminal 
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cases and sitting cheek by jowl with butchers or 
peasants. 

Preparations for the coming campaign, however, 
proceeded as steadily as the season permitted. Carle­
ton had sketched out a plan and sent it by Bur­
goyne, who went home before Christmas for the 
good of his health and better service of his country, 
as he puts it with unconscious irony in a letter to 
Germain written soon after landing. Another reason 
for his return was the serious iUness of his wife, to 
whom he was deeply attached. Finally, Carleton 
wished him to go so that the plans for the coming 
season's operations might be thoroughly discussed in 
London; for, as we have said, Burgoyne took with 
him Carleton's plans for the campaign, which he 
himself had wiUingly subscribed to and indeed actu­
ally urged upon Germain, though vrithout avail. I t 
has been mentioned that Germain's malevolence 
towards Carleton arose from the latter's attitude 
towards a protege of his in the matter of a staff 
appointment. Carleton in short had refused to turn 
out a good public servant, merely to make way for 
a new arrival without any better claim whatsoever 
than Germain's personal countenance. 

Carleton was now to reap the fruits of this. I t was 
not till May, 1777, however, that he received the 
letter confining his authority to the limits of Canada, 
and notifying him of the fact that Burgoyne was 
to command in the coming campaign. If Germain 
before deciding on this course had already been in 
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receipt of Carleton's reply to one or two of his 
own futile despatches, his action would be more 
excusable. But there is documentary evidence that 
he wished him out of the way long before Carleton 
had expressed the opinion, in as forcible English as 
official etiquette admitted, that he thought the mini­
ster not only an ignoramus and a fool but a wholly 
mischievous person. Carleton's notice of removal 
from all command in the coming campaign had been 
forwarded as early as the preceding August, but 
the letter had been entrusted to a ship that had failed 
to make Quebec and was returned to Germain's 
hand. This was now enclosed with another that 
filled Carleton with righteous indignation, and left 
him with no option as to his procedure. This last 
communication was dated March 26tli and was 
received in the middle of May. The news of the 
defeat and surrender at Trenton of eight hundred 
Hessians had reached England, and upon the top 
of the belated enclosure of August 22nd Germain 
heaps the preposterous insinuation that Carleton's 
decision against a winter occupation of Ticonderoga 
had released enough of its garrison to give material 
aid to Washington in achieving this bold stroke 
against the Hessians. Putting aside the fact that 
three hundred miles intervened between the Dela­
ware and Lake Champlain-, Germain by inference 
admits that nearly thirty thousand highly discip­
lined troops are insufficient for his other general 
to protect the environments of New York from 
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a quarter of the number of iU-provided and ill-
fed provincial militia. 

On May 20th Carleton sat down and wrote his 
reply, which is a lengthy and pungent one. He re­
grets that Germain's first letter of August 22nd, 
1776, had not reached him by November 20th as it 
might have done, but he had been in no way incon­
venienced by the lack of instructions from home at 
that period, as he imputed their absence to the rather 
widespread opinion that any officer entrusted with 
the supreme command ought, from his situation, to 
be a better judge of what was most expedient than 
a great general at three thousand miles distance! 
The irony in this phrase seems somewhat thinly 
disguised. Carleton then aUudes to the weU-knoviTi 
events of the winter of 1775-6, which had made any 
preparations for navigating Lake Champlain notori­
ously impossible, but reminds Germain that he had 
constantly urged in the spring the forwarding to 
Burgoyne's army of a good supply of boats in sec­
tions and of artificers. Very few either of the first or 
second had been sent, and many even of these 
arrrived too late. Seeing the disregard paid to these 
pressing matters, Carleton did his Lordship the 
credit to suppose that his measures in North 
America had been taken " with such great wisdom 
that the rebels must immediately be compeUed to 
lay down their arms and implore the king's mercy 
without our assistance." The order contained in the 
August letter—^which as Carleton points out might 
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have reached him in November—^for occupying the 
forts and thence despatching aU his force not needed 
for the protection of Canada to operate to the 
north of Howe in support of him, as a vague mid­
winter expedition is exposed in its naked absurdity. 
Carieton then proceeds to rub in the elementary 
truth that an army cannot conduct an active cam­
paign in that country during the winter season, and 
he descends to Germain's level of inteUigence by 
describing many homely truths and elementary facts 
which that exalted personage had been either un­
able or unwiUing to master. 

I t is not the ignorance of a private gentleman of 
that day concerning North American physical con­
ditions which startles us—^that woiUd be nothing— 
but the subhme effrontery of a man entrusted by 
the king with the conduct of a great war stiU cul­
tivating this complacent and deplorable indiff'erence 
after months of office. Carleton explains, with a for­
bearance not always so evident, that the soldiers 
composing this suggested midwinter expedition, as­
suming that they were ably led and weU provis­
ioned, which last woiUd be impossible, assuming 
also that the enemy was considerate enough not to 
harass them before they got in touch with Howe, 
which again was quite unlikely, would never­
theless have aU perished from cold alone. Indeed 
to have attempted the investment of Ticonde­
roga in November, would have been, writes Car­
leton, a risky and laborious business even had its 
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capture then been of great practical utihty. " I 
regard it as a particular blessing that your Lord­
ship's despatch did not arrive in due time," he adds. 
Wi th regard to any assistance rendered to Washing­
ton by troops set free from Ticonderoga, Carleton 
does not seem to think it worthy of argument, but 
with justifiable sarcasm caUs the attention of Ger­
main to the numerical strength of Howe's army, 
which, with ordinary precautions, could have easily 
prevented such a disaster as Trenton "though aU 
the rebels from Ticonderoga had reinforced Mr. 
Washington's army." 

As regards the immediate future, he notes that 
General Burgoyne is to have the command of al­
most the whole army of Canada for an attack on the 
famous fortress and subsequent movements, whereas 
he himself is ordered to remain at Quebec through­
out a season of the year when no legislative duties 
require his presence, and a lieutenant-governor of 
tried worth and experience is always in residence. 
The censure that this change of plan implies seems 
to Carleton as unmistakable as it is unjust, and he 
proceeds at some length and in trenchant and lucid 
fashion to summarize the events of the last eighteen 
months : the critical situations he has emerged from 
with success, and the difficulties that he has over­
come with scant means, though cut off from aU the 
world. With regard to the obstacles inevitable to a 
large force moving up or down the Champlain 
route, he suggests an object lesson to Germain in 
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the failure of Amherst in 1759 to relieve Wolfe by 
this channel when motives for haste were of extreme 
urgency, when opposition was ineffective, and an 
officer of high repute was in command backed by a 
powerful force and a sympathetic countryside, which 
now was hostile. 

"But I," writes Carleton, referring to the previous 
year (1776), "pent up in this town tiU May in a pro­
vince mostly disaffected and over-run by rebels, 
when troops arrived a numerous army to expel, w ĥo 
in their retreat burned or destroyed all that might be 
of use to us. Arrived at the end of those navigable 
waters, not a boat, not a stick, neither materials nor 
workmen, neither stores nor covering nor axemen I 
AU must be sought for amidst confusion and the dis­
tracted state of an exhausted province. Yet a 
greater marine force was built and equipped, a greater 
marine force defeated, than had ever appeared on 
that lake before. Two brigades were taken across 
and remained at Crov^ni Point till November 2nd, 
for the sole purpose of drawing off the attention of 
the rebels from Mr. Howe, and to facilitate his 
victories ; nature had then put an end to ours. His 
winter quarters, I confess, I never thought of 
covering. I never could imagine why, if an army to 
the southward found it necessary to finish their cam­
paign and to go into winter quarters, your Lordship 
could possibly expect troops so far north to continue 
their operations lest Mr, Howe should be disturbed 
during the winter I If that great army near the sea-
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coast had their quarters insulted, what could your 
Lordship expect to be the fate of a smaU corps 
detached into the heart of the rebel country in that 
season ? For these things I am so severely censured 
by your Lordship, and this is the first reason assigned 
why the command of the troops is taken from me 
and given to Lieutenant-General Burgoyne." 

A week later, on May 27th, Carleton wrote again 
sending in his resignation, "Finding I can no longer 
be of use to the king's service on this continent, 
either in a civil or mihtary capacity, under your 
Lordship's administration, on the contrary, appre­
hending that I may occasion no small detriment to it, 
for all the marks of your Lordship's displeasure affect, 
not me, but the king's service and the tranquilhty of 
his people, I therefore flatter myself I shaU obtain 
his royal permission to return home this fall, the 
more so that from your first entrance into office you 
began to prepare the minds of all men for this 
event, wisely foreseeing that under your Lordship's 
administration it must certainly come to pass, and 
for my own part I do not think it just that the 
private enmity of the king's servants should add to 
the disturbances of his reign. For these reasons I 
shall embark with great satisfaction, stiU entertain­
ing the ardent wish that after my departure you may 
adopt measures tending to promote the safety and 
tranquillity of this unfortunate province, at least that 
the dignity of the Crown may not appear beneath 
your Lordship's concern," 
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This outspoken arraignment of Germain's attitude 
towards him was almost Carleton's last word 
on the subject in his despatches which continue 
for another year. For though his method of 
tendering his resignation to Germain left no open­
ing, even' though the desire had been there for 
combating it, arrangements for fiUing his place 
could not readily be made. Of Germain it is re­
lated in Lord Edmund Fitzmaurice's Life of Shel­
burne that a contemporary statesman remarked: 
" He endured every species of indignity from Sir 
Guy Carleton in particular and other officers with 
whom he was obliged to correspond. There was a 
general diffidence as to his honour and a general 
disrespect for his person." Regarding Germain's 
rancour towards Carleton, a year previously the king 
himself wrote to Lord North: "That there is great 
prejudice, perhaps not unaccompanied with rancour, 
in a certain breast [Germain's] against Governor 
Carleton is so manifest to whosoever has heard the 
subject mentioned that it would be idle to say any 
more than that it is a fact." 
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CARLETON SUPERSEDED BY BURGOYNE 

CA R L E T O N remained in office another year, 
and continued his administration with un­

abated zeal. But he was very sore and could not re­
sist a dig at Germain from time to time in his 
official correspondence, Burgoyne arrived in Canada 
ahnost simultaneously with Germain's letter to 
Carleton, There is no reason whatever to suspect 
him of disloyalty to his former chief; on the con­
trary he had faithfully presented Carleton's plans 
for the coming campaign to Germain in London, 
and had made his own recommendations freely 
and more or less on the same lines. But Germain 
had another plan, and Burgoyne seems to have 
accepted it uncritically and without reserve. Carle­
ton's scheme, agreed to by Burgoyne it will be 
remembered, was to occupy Ticonderoga as a base, 
and then to act to the southward or more particu­
larly against Connecticut and Massachusetts as it 
should seem good, having always in view the dis­
tance from Howe's army and the very difficult 
nature of the intervening country. 

Germain's plan was exceUent in theory, namely, 
to join hands with Howe and hold the natural 
artery formed by the Hudson and the lakes, which 
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is a straight line from New York to Canada. Bur­
goyne was to push or fight his way to Albany, and 
Howe was to send a force up the Hudson to meet 
him. This would have cut off the New England 
colonies from the rest of the country, and the bare 
idea of it thoroughly alarmed Washington, though 
his fears may have been modified by his growing ac­
quaintance with Howe. Germain, for whom physi­
cal geography had little meaning, had not taken any 
account of the difficulties of the route to Albany, 
which were not, however, insurmountable, and 
Burgoyne could not help him. But unfortunately 
he omitted to take Howe, the other partner in the 
scheme, into his confidence, and that supine, but, in 
this particular, blameless commander, knew nothing 
whatever about it. As we all know, he was waging 
independent war to the south of New York when 
Burgoyne was struggling to his fate at Saratoga; 
indeed Howe was actuaUy sailing off'to Philadel­
phia at the moment that Germain's victim was sur­
rendering his army as prisoners of war. The explana­
tion of this would be weU nigh incredible if it had 
not been given on the authority of the minister's 
own secretar5^ I t seems that the despatch contain­
ing Howe's instructions lay awaiting Germain's 
signature, and that the latter, omitting this for­
mality in his hurry to get into the country, forgot 
it altogether on his return. 

A second expedition on a far smaller scale was 
also planned by Germain. This was to foUow the 
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old alternative route from Canada to the Hudson by 
way of Lake Ontario and the Mohawk valley; in 
other words the two sides of the triangle of which 
the direct Champlain route from Montreal to 
Albany formed the base. Colonel St. Leger was in 
charge of this expedition with some six hundred 
men, German chasseurs and Johnson's New York 
Loyalists mainly, with a force of Indians. He was to 
join Burgoyne on the Hudson after forcing Fort 
Stanwix, which lay high up the Mohawk not far 
from Lake Oneida, and was now held by seven 
hundred congress troops under Ganesvort. 

After a month's march St, Leger got within touch 
of the fort on March 3rd, 1777, and while engaged in 
some necessary road cutting heard of a reinforce­
ment of eight hundred militiamen marching to re­
inforce the garrison. Sending out Sir John Johnson 
with aU his Indians and eight hundred soldiers, they 
intercepted the colonials, and by means of an 
ambush kiUed or wounded just half their number. 
This, however, was the only success. The fort was 
impregnable to St. Leger's light guns, and while 
engaged in futile attempts upon it news came that 
Arnold with two thousand men was ascending the 
Mohawk. A t this the Indians who had lost heavily 
in the skirmish above mentioned, known as the 
battle of Oriskany, could not be induced to stay 
even by such eloquent partisans as Johnson, Butler, 
and Claus. Upon this St, Leger had no choice but 
to retreat, which he did in safety, leaving, however, 
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his tents, guns, and stores. Though a brave man he 
seems to have had no particular quahties of leader­
ship. Letters both from Butler and himself to 
Carleton on August 11th and 15th, make a good 
deal of the fight at Oriskany, and state that St. 
liCger on his own responsibihty assumed the title 
of brigadier. The next letter sets out the hopeless­
ness of taking Fort Stanwix, and there is nothing 
more till he reports himself at Montreal with most 
of his men but without his effects. 

This failure in a minor degree encouraged the 
armies of congress, Carleton does not appear to 
have rated St, Leger highly. During the first three 
weeks of June the troops for Burgoyne were col­
lected at the foot of Lake Champlain, while the 
29th, 31st, and 34th Regiments, together with part 
of the 11th and some Germans, were left with Carle­
ton for the defence of Canada. Carleton himself was 
there to see the last of them and make such final 
arrangements with Burgoyne as his command in 
Canada made necessary. There was no friction what­
ever between the two leaders, Burgoyne declared 
subsequently in parliament that if Carleton had 
been making preparations for an enterprise of his 
own he could not have given himself more assidu­
ously to the task. Riedesel has left in writing his 
regrets that his former chief was not to be in com­
mand. Many must have agreed with him, though 
Burgoyne's personal charm must have helped, no 
doubt, to give a cheerful feeling to all around him. 
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Confidence was hardly required; everyone, all such 
at least as were fresh from Europe, looked forward to 
a mere promenade, so great was thought to be the 
demorahzation of the congress party and so strong 
the Loyahst element waiting to declare itself. 

Burgoyne was a man of good birth. His father, a 
dashing captain in the army and second son of Sir 
John Burgoyne,' had run through his own smaU and 
his wife's considerable fortune, and died on the 
King's Bench. Young Burgoyne went from West­
minster School into a cavalry regiment, and by 
versatile talents, aided by good looks and a winning 
manner, he rose rapidly both in military and social 
life. A t thirty-three he was a brigadier, command­
ing a mixed British and Portuguese legion, and, 
besides other achievements, covered himself with 
glory by the capture of Valentia sword in hand at the 
head of his men. He entered parliament in time to 
receive as a member the thanks of the House to 
himself and his corps for their briUiant services 
under Count La Lippe. He furthered his fortunes by 
a runaway love match with a daughter of the house 
of Derby, whose father forgave them and took him 
into favour. Though with some weakness for bombast 
he was an able speaker and a formidable opponent 
of Clive and the East India Company in the House 
of Commons, He was a dramatist and versifier of 
considerable reputation, his plays being acted at the 
theatres, and his poems very much the vogue ill 
society. To soldiering, however, he was most at-
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tached, and made a quite exhaustive study of the 
chief European armies, which he committed to 
writing, and supplied Chatham with considerable 
information on the subject. A t the outbreak of 
the American troubles Burgoyne's sympathies were 
mixed, but he had no scruple about using force. 
He himself, however, shrank from employment in 
America, merely from a soldier's dislike to being 
ordered on service against armed civilians. Before 
sailing for Boston as junior major-general in Feb­
ruary, 1775, he made a long speech in the House of 
Commons in which he denied having sought em­
ployment in this war, but having been selected for 
service by the king felt bound to accept it. 

In short Burgoyne was a man of deserved reputa­
tion as well as of engaging personality, brave, honour­
able, and quite equal to responsible command in any 
continental army of the day. He was, perhaps, a 
little vain, and from lack of special experience not 
quite suited to this particular campaign, whUe the 
further fact that a general who undoubtedly was 
qualified for the task had just been removed from 
command, adds another mite of bad luck to the 
load which Burgoyne's reputation had to bear. 

I t was in truth a splendid force of some seven 
thousand men that had marched or sailed with 
Burgoyne; not aU, however, were well suited to back­
woods warfare, particularly some of the German 
regiments whose men wore enormous thigh boots 
and gigantic hats, and carried sabres of medicBval 
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