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mountains or glaciers. The Company has 
built a large annex to the hotel to accom
modate the increasing tourist travel that is 
not satisfied with the short stop made by 
train, and this has been recently enlarged. 
Here in the heart of the Selkirks every com
fort and luxury are found, and here many 
gather annually to spend the summer amidst 
the wonders of nature. The lllecillewaet 
Glacier is exactly two miles away, and its 
slowly receding forefoot with immense cre
vices of abysmal depth cutting across the 
crystal surface, is onl a fewy hundred feet 
above the level of the hotel. Several good 
trails have been made to it, and its exploration 
is practicable. A splendid view can be 
obtained of the Great Glacier from Glacier 
Crest to the left of the Great Glacier, and 
3,000 feet above the hotel. Another view is 
from the trail at the foot or Sir Donald 
which is to the right of the ice. Easy trails 
also lead to Marion Lake ; on Mount 
Abbott, high among the trees, is Cascade 
summer house directly above the mountain 
torrent seen tumbling down the green shoulder 
from Avalanche Peak ; to the head of the 
Asulkan Valley, where the ice flow of two 
main branches of the glacier meet ; and to 
the summits of Mounts Avalanche and 
Abbott, Roger's Pass above, and The Loop 
below, are within an easy walk. A glacial 
stream has been caught and furnishes foun-
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tains about the hotel. Game is very abundant 
throughout these lofty ranges. Their summits 
are the home of the mountain goat, which 
are seldom found south of Canada. Bears 
also are seen frequently in this vicinity." 
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CHAPTER XVI 

The Okanagan Valley 

T o TRAVEL through the West and not 
visit the fruit district would be missing a 
very important section of British Columbia 
well worth the attention of all Easterners. 
I t is only of late years that it has been 
realized that lying to the south of the main 
line of the Canadian Pacific Railway, down 
the Okanagan Valley, some 250 miles from the 
Pacific Coast, was a section of country that 
could produce miscellaneous fruits as fine 
as any other spot on the North American 
Continent. 

Although in its infancy it can show suffi
cient evidence to impress one with the certain 
belief that it is destined to have a great future. 
The Okanagan Valley is not the only land in 
British Columbia which is found suitable 
for fruit culture, as the Southern portion of 
Vancouver Island, the lower Fraser River 
Valley, the Thompson River Valley, and the 
Shuswap Lake districts are well known 
fruit regions. 

We left the train and the main line of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway at Sicomous Junc
tion, remaining over night at a very comfort
able and prettily situated hotel on Lake 
Shuswap, and recently brought into the 
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corporation of hotels under the management 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway. From this 
point we went south some 50 miles to Okan
agan Landing, passing on the way a number 
of small villages, among which was Vernon, 
where Lord Aberdeen's famous ranch, known 
as the Coldstream Farm, has made the little 
town famous as one of the most thriving 
places in the whole valley. 

We passed many excellent orchards and 
good mixed farming lands in the morning's 
ride, and at noon boarded the fine passenger 
and freight stern wheeler " Okanagan" at 
the head of the lake bearing the same name, 
which proceeds down the lake shortly after 
the arrival of the train. We were astonished 
at the large number of passengers on board, 
many of whom were fully equipped with 
fishing rods and guns, for hunting and fishing 
in this district. The mountains on both 
sides of the lake are by no means of the same 
height as those we had seen while passing 
along the main line of the Canadian Pacific, 
but are of a rolling nature with plateaus 
or benches, here and there upon which 
signs or orchard culture may be plainly 
seen from the steamer's deck. We got off 
at Kelowna, about half way down the lake, 
a comparatively new town of about 1,500 
inhabitants, destined to be one of the big 
fruit shipping points on this lake. 

Here we spent Saturday afternoon and 
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Sunday, and had the opportunity of seeing 
such a surprising fruit and vegetable growth 
as to make us sit up and wonder at the ferti
lity of the soil, which, to the uninitiated, 
looked anything but fertile, as the forest 
growth was but a scattering of pine, spruce 
and fir trees, growing out of a greyish sandy 
turf. But with irrigation, this same deceptive 
appearing soil gives life to apple, plum, 
prune and pear trees, which almost bend to 
the ground with their enormous fruit yield, 
and of a quality that surpasses the expect
ations of the new comers. Not alone is 
fruit the sole offering of this arid looking 
soil, but almost every vegetable known 
grows here to double the size of which it 
does anywhere else, We walked through a 
half acre of ground leased by an Australian 
pruner, who claimed he had given it very 
little attention as he " worked out " by the 
day, and could only give it an odd hour now 
and again, yet we saw the most shameful 
waste of melons, cantalopes, squashes, toma
toes, cucumbers, potatoes, turnips and many 
other garden vegetables of extraordinary 
size, rotting on the ground. 

We asked the owner why he did not gather 
the ripened vegetables, to which he replied 
that he had taken all he required and had no 
place for the remainder. He further remarked 
that it would be a waste of time picking 
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them up. This is but an example of many 
other such cases. 

There were of course larger and more 
prosperous orchards and gardens, stretching 
over many acres, all showing the same 
healthy culture, whose owners did an export 
trade to the Territories or Prairie Provinces, 
which, up to the present afford a market for 
the larger producers, many of whom are 
making fortunes. We were further told that 
the crops this year were suffering from an 
" off " season, generally one in four, although 
we could see but slight signs of a dearth of 
fruit or vegetables in any direction were we 
had the opportunity of making observations. 

The climate of this valley is very favorable 
for fruit growing, although it is very seldom 
visited by rains in the summer, but the 
enormous system of irrigation carried on 
supplies what nature fails to do, in nurturing 
the soil. Land under cultivation sells from 
$150. per acre and upwards. 

The town itself is one of the most lethargic 
of any we visited in the West. We spoke to 
several of the leading citizens on this point, 
and they acknowledged that it was quite true, 
and described the inertia of its citizens to the 
climate. As an illustration we might men
tion the fact that we stayed at one of the 
leading hotels, and while thousands of dollars 
worth of fruit and vegetables were rotting in 
the gardens near-by, we seldom saw any of 
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them on the table, and what we did see, were 
badly served. No one seemed to care, nor 
complain, bu t to the visitor like ourselves 
who went about the streets or out into the 
environs, and saw the beautiful fruit hanging 
upon the trees, particularly apples, which 
were the size of turnips, it natural ly created an 
appet i te for them which we never had the 
oppor tuni ty of satisfying at the table. We 
were two days a t this hotel and never saw 
a tomato , pear, apple or melon, on the menu. 
We were served with a large assortment of 
meats generally with two vegetables, potatoes 
and corn, badly cooked and served, while 
fruit only appeared once a day and tha t was 
over ripe or green, and then it only consisted 
of peaches and plums, while on both conse
cutive mornings of our visit we were served 
with a small piece of watermelon, about two 
inches square, a mere apology for fruit. 
Coming from the prairie towns of the West 
with so much " go-aheadness," the apathy 
of Kelowna was killing in the extreme—but 
as we have said before, the citizens put it all 
down to the climate, and we have to accept 
the explanation for what it was worth. 

There is quite a colony of Chinese and 
would you believe it, a Chinatown in Kelowna, 
and many of the Celestials are working on 
fruit farms a t $1.75 and $2.00 per day, in 
addit ion to running laundries, res taurants , 
and cooking in hotels. We found several of 
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them heavily interested in real estate. One 
of them was Tom Long. He was a strap
ping big fellow, the largest Chinaman we had 
ever seen, weighing over 225 pounds. We 
met him sitting in front of an ugly two storey 
wooden shack, on a corner lot, near our hotel, 
with his midget wife cuddled down by his 
side. Tom was in the act of cutting a large 
apple in two when we happened along and 
drew him into conversation. After we had 
asked him several questions, he turned the 
tables on us and said :— 

" Where you come from." 
We responded, then came the following, 

dialogue : 
" When you come ? " 
" Yesterday." 
" When you go ? " 
" To-morrow." 
" What you do ? " 
"Wri te (making a sign with a pencil) on 

a piece of paper." 
" Oh, you lie ? " We presume he meant 

to say " write," but made a simple slip of 
word. Then again, perhaps he didn't. He 
may have done some newspaper work him
self in days long ago in his rice fed Empire. 

Tom Long owned the corner lot, upon 
which he was living, and wanted $8,000 for 
it. He also possessed the opposite corner 
lot, part of which he had recently disposed 
of at a handsome price. He had been in 
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Kelowna sixteen years, during which time 
he had seen the town grow up from a settle
ment of four houses, and he had not lost the 
opportunity to seize upon several of the best 
locations. He also informed us that he only 
paid $150 for what he was now asking $8,000, 
and which he expected to get in a short time 
from some lumber concern who were after it. 
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CHAPTER XVII 

Kelowna, B. C. 

T H E R E ARE some very fine residences in 
Kelowna with the most amazing floral lawns 
surrounding them. 

Among the leading citizens of the town 
is a Mr. T . W. Stirling, a very large fruit 
grower and exporter, who had fifteen years' 
experience of fruit growing in British Colum
bia, and in the course of an interview with a 
representative of an English newspaper said 
that when he came out from Scotland to fruit 
farm in British Columbia he did not know 
the difference between a pear tree and an 
apple tree. When he came out commercial 
fruit growing in the dry belt had only just 
been thought of. I t was only three years 
then since the first commercial orchard had 
been planted, which was about the same 
period that Lord Aberdeen bought the land 
for the Coldstream Ranch. 

" When you came out to British Columbia, 
Mr. Stirling, what was the price of fruit grow
ing land ? " asked the newspaper represent
ative. 

" I paid $60 an acre for land near the 
town, Kelowna. I t was at that time con
sidered a high price. Further away good 
irrigated land could have been bought for 
$30 per acre." 
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" What is the average price now ?" 
" Good fruit lands, in ten acre blocks, can 

be had at $150 to $250 per acre according to 
location. There are unimproved lands with 
water supply guaranteed. The water is sup
plied at an annual charge." 

" How long is it after planting that an 
orchard begins to pay ?" 

" An orchard should pay expenses in its 
sixth year. But in the meantime the grower 
can make a living by growing small fruits, 
for the orchard trees when first put in occupy 
only a small portion of the ground. The 
canneries will buy tomatoes, strawberries, 
beans and peas. Of course there is not the 
same margin of profit in growing these small 
fruits that there is to be got from an orchard 
in full bearing, but they keep you going 
while you are waiting for the orchard to 
mature. The knowledge necessary for the 
little trees is soon acquired by actual expe
rience." 

" If a young man wanted to start life as a 
fruit grower in British Columbia, would you 
advise him to buy undeveloped land or land 
already planted ? " 

" He had better buy undeveloped land. 
If he buys and plants his own trees, he should, 
by the time they bear have learnt enough to 
be a capable orchadist. I knew nothing 
about fruit growing when I started, and had 
to learn by experience." 
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" How soon does an orchard bear what 
may be called a typical crop ? " 

" Somewhere about the tenth year there 
should be a good average crop and your net 
returns should be about $200 an acre." 

" And what is the life of an orchard ? " 
" I really don't know. The apple and 

pear trees planted by the Roman Catholic 
priests in the days when Kelowna was a 
mission station here have lasted forty or fifty 
years, and are still bearing fruit." 

Coming back to my imaginary young man 
who wishes to fruit farm in British Columbia. 
" Is there still land to be pre-empted in the 
Okanagan Valley ? " 

"There are still some odd lots to be pre
empted, but I don't think they are of the 
best. All that is first rate has been pre
empted. But only a small proportion has 
been planted—for instance, there are over 
50,000 acres of first class fruit land near 
Kelowna, and only about 3,000 acres have 
been planted. The industry is yet in its 
infancy. The great merit of Okanagan is 
the evenness of the crops. I have 17 acres 
in full bearing. The crops from these have 
been as follows :—In 1903, 120 tons ; 1904, 
130, tons ; 1905, 169 tons ; 1906, 172 tons ; 
1907, 170 tons ; 1908, 185 tons ; and this 
year I fully expect another good crop. The 
value of the crops delivered to the packer 
works out on an average of $35 a ton. " 
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" Do you find that the orchard lands need 
much in the way of fertilizers ? " 

" I never waited to inquire. I began fer
tilizing my lands from the first. Of course 
there are the old trees, 50 years old, that I 
mentioned just now, bearing fruit without 
ever being fertilized at all. But you cannot 
expect trees to continue to crop heavily and 
regularly unless land is kept well fertilized. 
The cost of the fertilizer necessary bears a 
very small proportion to the value of the 
crops." 

" Where do you find a market for your 
fruit ? " 

" In Alberta and the North West generally 
where there is no fruit grown commercially. 
At Kelowna we are well served, as far as 
railway transport is concerned and freights 
are cheap." 

" Do you export any of your fruit ? " 
" We have not enough to supply our own 

market in the Northwest, which takes from 
the United States about ten or twelve times 
as much as we can put on the market. No 
doubt, as time goes on, we shall have a 
splendid market in Australia for high-priced 
apples. You see the seasons out there are 
reversed—November in Australia is like our 
May—so although the Australian grows fine 
apples, he needs to import them in November 
if he desires them out of season. I believe 
there is an excellent prospect of a market 
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there. The varieties which were first planted 
in the Okanagan Valley were not suitable for 
the English market, but latterly varieties 
that are suitable have been largely planted, 
and it will not be long before our apples are 
seen on this market. Although the Okanagan 
is further north than the rival fruit lands in 
the United States, we are freer from spring 
frosts, and when we compete with the Ameri
cans we more than hold our own as far as 
quality goes. At the National Apple Show 
at Spokane last year, Kelowna carried off 
thirteen first prizes, and 10 per cent of all 
the prizes offered, as well as the challenge 
cup given for the best apple in the show." 

" You are not afraid of overstocking the 
market. " 

" No, we cannot grow too much. That 
is what makes fruit growing such a safe 
investment. If we have a temporary glut 
of some fruit the canneries are only too glad 
to get it. There is a large demand for canned 
goods. I t is impossible for us to grow too 
much for it ; we can use every scrap." 

" Would you advise a young fellow who 
wished to go in for fruit farming to spend a 
few months at one of the Agricultural Colleges 
before beginning ? " 

" No, I do not think that is necessary. 
All he could do in the way of preparing for 
his new life would be to learn how to handle 
horses, and that he could learn in a month 
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or two at any Canadian farm. The actual 
fruit growing had better be learned on the 
land where the work is done." 

" How do you learn the way to get rid of 
pests ? " 

" If anything goes wrong with the fruit 
that I do not understand I send it to the 
Central Experimental Farm at Ottawa or 
to the Board of Horticulture at Victoria. 
Either of these institutions will tell me all 
about the evil and how to get rid of it." 

" I suppose you are always planting new 
trees. Where do you get them ? " 

" We used to get them mostly from Vic
toria but now we have nurseries in the valley, 
and can get locally grown trees which are 
more satisfactory. The seedlings are imported 
from France and budded with the varities 
required. " 

The mildness of the Okanagan Valley may 
be judged by the fact that the Canadian 
Pacific passenger and freight boats, including 
car ferries, run the year round, as it is never 
sufficiently cold to freeze the lake over, or 
make it uncomfortably chilly for the passen
gers, though the boats are not in any way 
prepared to withstand any very low tem
perature. 

On the steamer we met a man with all 
the characteristics of a real " down East 
Yankee." In dress, conversation and gen
eral appearance, as well as speech and chewing 
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tobacco, he was up to the mark. As he made 
our acquaintance, he said :— 

" Be you looking the country over ? " to 
which we replied in the affirmative. Then 
followed a long story of his four years' experi
ence in Canada. He had crossed the line, to 
the South of us with five grown up sons and a 
son-in-law. T h e y each took a three-quarter 
section, totalling up over 2,000 acres of land 
in the vicinity of Lethbridge, a t $10. per 
acre, and during the first year had over 
half their property ploughed and seeded, 
b u t the old man could not stand the " goll 
darn cold weather months , " and had sold 
out and bought himself a house, leaving 
the sons to work out their destiny, as best 
they could. He argued tha t it was no country 
for a white man, with the snow and ice and 
nothing to do in winter, but sit around the 
fire, which made him so all fired tired and sick 
of the whole goll darned business, tha t he 
had decided to pull out and " get himself 
a little place where he could keep a few 
chickens and cows and them sort of cattle, 
and have a little more pleasure in his old 

age 
" Did you make any money while in Can

ada ? " we ventured to ask. 
" O h , golley yes, sold all my land for 

$18 an acre, besides, I raised several large 
crops, bu t the winter is too goll darn cold 
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for me, I've got to get a warmer climate, 
and I'm told this here place is about right." 

" Then you are not disgusted with Canada 
and returning home ? " we enquired. 

" Oh, gosh darn it, no, not if I can find 
something around this here valley, which 
seems to look pretty good so far. Say ! 
let me tell you something ! " (He pulled 
out a picture of a comfortable cottage and 
showed it to us.) " See ! that's mine ! 
You know I'm a carpenter by trade and I 
built that during my spare hours. What 
do you thing of it' ? " 

" Fine", we remarked. 
" Well, that's worth $2,800 not counting 

the land, I got a good chance to swap it for 
17 acres of land at the other end of this here 
lake, at a place called Penticton and I be 
going down to see what it looks like, and if 
it be as good as I am told it is, I guess I'll 
make the swap and come and live here I 
can't stand that goll darn cold winter, sitting 
around doing nothing. You know it kills 
me. " 

This is about the kind of pessimism you 
meet in the West, if you ever meet any. A 
man may be tired of one place and sells out and 
moves to another where he obtains more 
congenial weather and other amenities in 
farming or fruit-growing to suit his inclination. 

On the way down from the main line of 
the Canadian Pacific Railway we ran across 
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two old men, looking alike, dressed alike, 
and talking, and walking alike. You couldn't 
tell them apart, for they were twin brothers, 
72 years old and gray haired. They were 
returning from Sicamous Junction where they 
had gone to meet an old Scotch friend, whom 
they had not seen for fifty years, and, no 
doubt, they enjoyed the fun of dressing up 
in every detail, as much like one another to 
entertain their old friend. We engaged in 
conversation with them, and asked if fruit 
farming in the Okanagan Valley paid ? 

" Well," replied one of them, " I have 
ten acres of fruit land, I would not sell for 
$25,000." Evidently the twin brothers were 
doing well. 

But the land in this valley, or district is 
not all good. There is a great amount of 
soil that has too much clay or alkali, and is 
almost worthless, and this the new-comer has 
to be on his guard against when purchasing 
fruit lands. 

While at breakfast on the last morning 
of our stay in Kelowna, our neighbour, at 
the table, a young Englishman, told us of 
a case in point, where a friend of his had 
purchased ten acres making a first payment 
of $500. He worked on it for a whole 
year, only to find that the soil was unproduc
tive and he was so disheartened with his first 
venture in Canada, that he was leaving for 
Australia. 
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We think he was making a great mistake, 
as no man with eyes in his head, or possessed 
of any judgment, can help but perceive the 
wonderful adaptability of certain parts of 
this valley for the growth of fruits and 
vegetables. This ought at least to convince 
him that there is great fertility in the thou
sands of acres of land, still uncultivated, 
in a valley over fifty miles in length, and 
but sparsely settled. The main drawback 
at the present time, for the small grower, 
is obtaining a market for his produce, and 
in this direction, it is in the interest of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway to render every 
assistance in lowering the freight rates for 
the individual shipper as well as the large 
concerns, or else, the growth of this valley 
will be much slower than it should be. We 
heard on all sides, the same story of the 
heavy cost of transporting fruit to the 
market. In some cases where American 
fruits were being carried into the Western 
prairies by American railways they dis
counted the Canadian prices by 50 per 
cent. How much truth there is in these 
statements, time will tell, but the Canadian 
Pacific Railway is not likely to allow such 
a state of things to go on forever if proper 
representation is made to it. At the present 
time it is giving the residents of the Okanagan 
Valley a first class service, both in trains 
and steamboats, the latter being equal to 
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any of the boats on the St. Lawrence, with 
meals, service and attendance. 

The most enterprising thing we saw in 
Kelowna was the mail service between Kelowna 
and Vernon and wayside points, a distance 
of 36 miles, which is performed with a fine 
automobile, reducing the time from twelve 
to two and a half hours. We asked the 
veteran mail carrier, Colonel Scott, whether 
he ever had any breakdowns on the road. 
To which he replied : " Yes, darn it all, I 
have used up three cars already, but they were 
no good in the first place, and I had to throw 
them away. Now, I've got the right one and 
I have very little trouble with her." 

The liveliest man in the town is a minister 
by the name of Thompson, who hails from 
Victoria. We heard him preach at both 
morning and evening service, and his sermons 
were the most stimulating and patriotic we 
have heard for a long time. His subject in 
the evening was " The Bible and the Bottle," 
and it was pleasing to hear in his description 
of the wave of temperance, which was 
sweeping over Canada, also his complimentary 
reference to our Province of Quebec, and the 
good work that was going on there. WTe 
could not help thinking with such men like 
Thompson, what a prosperous, busy, thriving 
town they could make of Kelowna, for the 
opportunities are there awaiting the hands 
of man to develop them. 
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1. Indians gathering hops, Vernon, B.C. 
2. Scene near Vernon, B.C. 
3. Orchards near Vernon, B.C. 





CHAPTER XVIII 

Vernon, B. C. 

W E LEFT Kelowna in the early morn, and 
arrived at Vernon at noon, where we found 
a town with more signs of life and " go-
aheadness " than any we had seen in the 
valley. Here we visited the Coldstream farm 
established by Lord Aberdeen, formerly Gov
ernor-General of Canada. I t was a mar
vellous sight to behold ; not hundreds, but 
thousands of orchard trees laden with fruit, 
principally apples. This property occupies 
over ten thousand acres of land, almost all 
under irrigation, which is the sole secret 
of its great success. In all this valley, 
so well adapted by nature, both in soil and 
climatic conditions, with lakes on the summits 
of the bordering mountains to provide suffi
cient water for the artificial process of irriga
tion, it is startlingly wonderful to think of 
its undoubted future. 

On the Coldstream farm, we found Chinese, 
Japanese, Hindoos, and Indians, all employed 
in the gathering of the crop, a veritable army 
of men, though they seemed too few for the im
mense crop that was visible in all directions, 
The Indians, to the number of two hundred, 
are attracted to this farm every harvest 
season from the States, coming with their 
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families and camping close to the hop vines, 
where they are busily engaged in picking hops, 
making a scene that puts one in mind of the 
cotton workers in the South, only more 
picturesque, for the Indian's costumes are 
bright green, red and blue flannel, and loud 
colored bandanas tied around their heads. 
There were old and young, all working 
alike, for the Coldstream Company at so 
much per box. 

We found Vernon was largely inhabited 
by a very nice class of people, and in the 
environs were some handsome houses, occu
pied by retired Colonels, Majors and Captains 
of the English Army. We heard of the 
hardships endured by some of the new 
comers, who had taken up lands many miles 
from the town, where they were spending 
their whole first year in making a horse 
trail from the main road into their properties. 
We asked one of these pioneers, a veteran 
of the South African war, how he expected 
to make good on his prospects, to which he 
said : " T h a t during the coming winter 
he expected to make some money carting 
fire wood to the town, for which he could 
get $5. per cord, and with this hard-earned 
money he would buy and plant some 
trees next spring. In the meantime, he was 
growing sufficient vegetables to provide for 
himself and man, and when he had his trail 
built, and a shack erected he intended bring-
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ing out his wife, who was now in England." 
This is the type of man who is going to win 
out, but it was going to cost him the effort of 
his life. The West is full of such men, and 
it is such as they who make the West. To 
those who imagine the first years of con
struction to be a patch of roses, it is better 
that they keep clear of Western Canada, 
but to those who are willing to work under the 
somewhat trying conditions, the West offers a 
golden opportunity, such as no other country 
in the world can offer. There is a something 
in the air, an atmosphere of encouragement 
which never says die. There is no past, 
it is all in the future, and the country swarms 
with brawny men, who have set the pace, 
and led the way, and their success is a shining 
example to others to go and do likewise, 
and no one with a determination fails. 

Everything on the Coldstream farm is 
measured by tons, they ship tons of apples, 
tons of tomatoes, tons of onions and tons 
of hops, plums, etc. 

The returns from the orchard bearing 
lands, amounting to only 200 acres, of the 
1,500 acres, were for 1908, over 700 tons. 

The natural home markets are to be found 
in the North West Provinces, and the Pacific 
Coast cities—Vancouver and Victoria, with 
an ever-increasing demand as the Provinces 
increase in population. Shipments have also 
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been made to Australia and England with 
very satisfactory results. 

British Columbia fruit won the gold medal 
at the Colonial Fruit Exhibitions held in 
London in 1906-1907 and 1908, and in 
addition to the colonial varieties the Cold-
streams have planted those most in demand 
on the London market. 

To facilitate the marketing of the produce 
of the district, the Coldstream Valley Fruit 
Packing Company, Limited, has been formed 
in which the Coldstream Estate Company, 
Limited, is largely interested, to equip and 
operate packing houses at various points in 
the valley. 

By means of this company the small 
grower is assured of having his output 
uniformly graded, properly packed and placed 
on the market in such a condition as to 
secure the highest price. This is exactly 
what is required in the more southern dis
tricts of the Okanagan Valley. 

The Coldstream Company also goes in 
for the raising of cattle, horses, chickens, 
and grows a large quantity of hay and oats, 
for feeding these animals. 

The Company has also thirty acres of 
nurseries in which all the varieties of fruit 
trees suitable to the district are raised, 
besides shade and ornamental trees and 
shrubs. I t sells trees to purchasers in any 
quantity at the current market prices. This 
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is considered a distinct gain to the orchardist 
to have home grown trees. 

The nursery stock is grown from the 
Company's orchard, and the estate has gone 
through a number of years of orchard culture 
under the best experts that could be procured 
from Washington, Oregon and California, 
the Company being thus in a good position 
to advise intending purchasers as to the 
best variety of fruit to plant. 

The policy of the Company is to develop 
a portion of the estate for the purpose of 
sale. This development consists in applying 
a system of irrigation, planting with suitable 
fruit trees, and dividing into lots, ranging 
from one to twenty acres with the necessary 
roads. I t being essential to have good water 
the company has installed a system of water
works, deriving the supply from springs 
in the neighbourhood and distributing it 
in pipes. Purchasers are allowed to make 
connections with the main at the nearest 
point, with a maintenance charge of one and 
a half dollars per month for the use of same. 

The Company supplies young trees, and 
undertakes, at the option of the purchaser, 
to cultivate and generally supervise the grow
ing orchard for one year, and after that period 
by arrangement for a further term if desired. 
Charge for this" work is based on the actual 
cost plus a small percentage for management. 
The only other charges are municipal rates 
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and taxes, which in 1908 amounted to less 
than one-fifth of one per cent, on the assessed 
values. Water charges are estimated in a 
normal year to be $4.00 per acre for fruit ; 
and any improvements, such as fencing, 
gates, etc., are erected by the Company for 
the purchaser at actual cost. 

Vernon contains churches of almost all 
denominations and excellent schools, hos
pitals and hotels. There is considerable 
shooting and hunting in the neighborhood, 
which includes partridges, chicken, ruffed 
and blue grouse, deer, bear, lynx, panther. 
Rainbow, and brook trout abound. Further 
information about this interesting Coldstream 
farm may be had by addressing the Company 
at Vernon, which distributes some excellent 
literature with fine half tone engravings. 

We returned to Sicamous Junction, and 
once more continued our journey on the 
main line of the Canadian Pacific. While 
waiting for the train from the East, we met 
a French-Canadian, formerly from Cap Chatte, 
named Emond, whose story of life in the 
West in the early days of the building up of 
the country, proves that the French-Canadian 
from the Province of Quebec, played a most 
important part, and we think that it is up 
to some writer to bring together the many 
daring exploits and hardships borne by these 
people in this Western land. No doubt, 
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the French Missionaries had a great deal to 
do with this early movement. 

Emond's story has some dramatic incidents 
in it. In substance he said : " On landing 
in Golden late in August I started to help 
to build up the town, remaining there for 
three years. This was before the country 
was settled as it is to-day. After this I 
made several expeditions West, until I reached 
Ascroft, fifty miles below Camp Brooks, 
on my way to reach the head of Fraser River, 
but I heard there was eight feet of snow on 
the trail and so decided to go back to Ander-
lay in order to prospect in the vicinity for 
minerals. When I arrived there I found that 
the whole town had been prospected many 
years before, and trees were growing in the 
pits. Being slightly discouraged, I camped 
with a man named E. L. Fortune, a Scotch
man, remaining with him for ten years, 
assisting him in farming. In 1897 after 
the excitement of the Cariboo mineral discov-
veries, I got the fever and started out upon 
a prospecting journey. By this time I had 
learned something about the formation of 
ranges and ledges and with such knowledge 
managed to find some minerals about twenty 
miles from Simard, thirty-five miles north 
of Sicamous. I found there a ledge of miner
als, silver, gelina and copper, six feet of good 
ore for the space of five miles, along which 
I have claims, but I have great hope of finding 
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many still greater than these in the vicin-
ity." 

After his many years of hardships in 
helping to open up the Great West, with a 
streak of bad luck in his adventures, he was 
still hopeful. We saw him descend from 
the station platform with heavy bags of 
camp supplies and provisions, and enter a 
small boat and row away in the quiet twilight 
at the close of a beautiful day, for a lonely 
point at the north end of the lake. His last 
words were "Tel l my friends in Quebec, 
that Emond will strike it rich some day, 
and then he will go back to see them all 
again." 
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CHAPTER XIX 

Sicamous to Vancouver 

SICAMOUS JUNCTION is about what its 
name implies,—a railway junction with a 
semi-station house and hotel and a long 
platform at the end of which is a little low 
building which is Post Office and General 
Store. At the other end there is another 
hotel building, no doubt the opposition or 
overflow house, and it is a good thing there 
is such a refuge, as many travellers would 
have to sleep out in the open, as the junction 
hotel accommodation is much too small, but 
we understand it is to be enlarged in 1910. 

We arrived at about 5 p.m., and a few 
minutes afterwards in pulled a long train 
of twelve cars from the East. I t remained 
several minutes, and then continued on to 
the West. A couple of hours later another 
train from the East arrived. I t was the first 
section of the train we were going on. In 
this section there were cars, crowded with 
Chinese, four of five baggage and mail cars, 
and one or two first class cars, all crowded. 
There was an Empress boat leaving for the 
Orient on the morrow, and the Chinese 
were from New York and other large centres, 
on their way home for a short vacation, with 
their pockets filled with American and Can-
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adian gold. This train pulled out of the 
junction, and a few minutes afterwards 
in came a second section, another long 
procession of Pullman, dining and sleep
ing cars, every one of which seemed to be 
filled to its capacity. I t had grown dark, 
and as we sat on the back of the observation 
car, generally attached to the rear of all 
trains of the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
we looked out in the gloaming, amidst 
mountains, lakes and valleys. Our train 
was running at the rate of forty miles an 
hour, upon ninety pound steel rails, as solid 
a roadway as a bed of rock could make it. 
We sat with a group of travellers, who, 
like ourselves were affected by the sublimity 
of the scenery. I t was a night to set one's 
imagination at work on all kinds of kalei
doscopic pictures of that great mountain 
land through which we were journeying in 
comfort and luxury in such contrast, to the 
trail of former days, over which, the Indians, 
fur traders and the missionaries, struggled in 
hardship. 

We were not long in Vancouver, which we 
reached next morning, without forming the 
very highest opinion of it. Of all the cities 
of the West we would have no hesitation 
in saying that we saw in it a brighter and 
greater future than in any of the others. 
There was a solidity about its streets, build
ings and its commerce. I t was not so con-
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spicuous in deserted streets, high priced lots 
and discounted land values, as some cities 
we had seen. A large portion of Vancouver 
is concrete and set, and business in that 
centre has an air of regularity about it, that 
at once impresses the visitor with a belief that 
he is in a miniature Chicago, St. Paul or some 
other large Western American town, for it 
is more American than Canadian in its 
appearance, and its mode of doing business. 
There is no harm in making this statement. 
Even the currency is largely American, and 
we could never escape carrying those cumber
some silver dollars, which seemed to be passed 
out to us each time we changed a Canadian 
five dollar bill. The streets are wide, well 
paved and the stores universally up-to-date, 
while the Vancouver hotel, managed by a 
well known Quebecer, Mr. Charles Derouville, 
is among the most prosperous of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway's Western hotels. 

Vancouver is full of surprises for the 
stranger, but none so great as that of its 
history, its wonderful growth and its enor
mous building operations and real estate 
transactions. The city is not twenty-five 
years old, and yet, it has 100,000 population, 
and is increasing at the rate of 10,000 per 
annum, while its real estate sales amount 
to half a million dollars per diem, fifteen mil
lion per month, etc. Its streets are alive, 
both day and night, while its electrical display, 
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participated in by almost every firm, hotel 
and public building, makes it a veritable 
maze of brilliancy after night fall. So enter
prising, and progressive, and greater still, 
believing so ardently in advertising, the 
merchants of one of Vancouver's business 
streets, not satisfied with the city's string 
of electric lights, and the hundreds of indiv
idual lights, made up a fund and are paying 
for thousands of extra lights, which have 
been festooned across the street, and the 
effect at night, is certainly attractive as well 
as dazzling. I t is one of the sights of Van
couver to pass along this street. 

We saw thirteen storey buildings going 
up, and hundreds of beautiful residences in 
the course of erection, not only in one section, 
but in all directions, and heard of many more 
about to be begun, while a drive through the 
residential districts cannot help but astonish 
the visitor. 

Vancouver is as aesthetic in its residential 
architecture as any city double its size. 
Almost every house is surrounded with a 
beautiful lawn, floral bower or hedge, making 
a varied and changing setting at every turn 
as one drives through these beautiful streets, 
where the well to do Vancouverites reside. 

But Stanley Park is certainly the most 
beautiful feature in the city. I t occupies 
acres of the most lordly and stately wood
land of British Columbia, situated upon 
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an island surrounded by the sea, with nine 
miles of driveways and twenty-two miles 
of foot paths laid out in such a manner that 
the Park is seen to advantage either in vehi
cles or in walking. The views at different 
coigns of vantage are most picturesque, and 
to use the western phrase: " make you sit up 
and marvel " at the natural inheritance of 
Canada's western mainland city. I t is said 
that this is the largest park of the kind in the 
world, and we believe it. 

Vancouver has all kinds of conveyances 
for seeing the city, from a large number 
of tally-hos, to large observation cars, auto
mobiles and carriages, among the latter some 
handsome equipages, drawn by pairs of 
graceful steppers that would look well in 
Central Park, New York, or at any Eastern 
horse show, and we understand that both in 
Vancouver and Victoria, these latter enter
tainments are no mean affairs in the display 
of fine thoroughbreds, as well as the hand
some gowns of a very aristocratic audience. 

Only a few steps from our hotel was the 
station, the terminal of Canada's great trans
continental railway and nearby the wharf 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway for its Pacific 
and Orient Steamship fleet. One morning we 
visited the wharf and joined a mixed group of 
Hindoos, Chinese,Japanese and Whites assem
bled there to bid adieu to friends or relatives 
on their way to the Orient, Australia or the 
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far North, Alaska or Yukon, or the South. 
Three large steamers were leaving about the 
same time, and yet there was little excit-
ment among the passengers, or those left 
behind. I t was a contrast to the departure 
of an Atlantic liner from Quebec or New 
York. 

We approached a handsome looking Hindoo 
with a large turban on his head, and asked 
if he was returning home, to which he replied : 

" Yes." 
" How long have you been here ? " 
" Three years." 
" As you going to return to Canada ? " 
" No, me find work too hard. India not 

so much mountains ; not so much cold ; me 
make enough money to buy land-and work at 
home." 

We noticed he stood beside the gangway, 
leading to the fore part of the ship, while 
the Chinese seemed to be lodged in the aft, 
so we asked him whether he did not associate 
with the Celestials. 

" Hindoo andMohammedans, no like China
men or Japanese, only go with white man. " 

Almost all the Hindous we have seen, and 
there are quite a number in the western 
towns, retain the turban portion of their 
dress, though wearing the remainder of the 
European costume, They are a good looking 
lot, but slothful as compared with Canadians. 
The Japanese seem to be very unpopular, 
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and the Chinese are given the preference 
on every occasion of choice. This was ludi
crously explained to us by a Vancouver 
policeman, of whom we had asked why 
the Japanese were held in such disparage
ment by the western people. He said : 

" Well, I will explain the difference. If 
a Chinaman says he is going to kill you, 
you can bank on him doing it some day 
whether it takes him a life time to carry out 
his threat, but with a Japanese, you never 
know whether he will or will not; he is treach
erous, cowardly and untruthful alongside 
of the Chinese, who is exceptionally honest 
and reliable in all his transactions." 

We never should have thought so, nor do 
we think that the lordly officer had arrived 
at the proper conclusion, but we presume 
that the element of Japanese, which is coming 
to America, is in a very great measure 
similar to some of our English immigrants, 
who have been classed under the heading 
of " Undesirables." To all outward appear
ance the Japanese do not give one any such 
evidence of their unfavorable character. 

The salmon catches and canneries are one 
of the interesting features of Vancouver. 

The salmon come up the river in shoals 
of hundreds of thousands, judging by the 
stories one hears. On the Fraser, and other 
rivers, in such large numbers that they not 
only raise the waters, but crowd themselves 
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out of the rivers upon the banks, where they 
rot in thousands unless carted away by 
the farmers of the district, to be used as a 
fertilizer upon the soil. There are ever so 
many immense canneries, giving employ
ment to thousands of laborers, while the 
plants are going night and day during the 
time the runs are on. These inrushes of 
salmon are of different varieties and go up 
the rivers at different periods of the year, 
first having to run the gauntlet of the Amer
ican fishermen's nets before making their 
way into Canadian waters. During our visit 
a peculiar incident, in connection with this 
industry, was illustrated. 

We found the Vancouverites bitterly com
plaining of the poor run of Sockeye salmon, 
and they came to the conclusion that the 
Americans had made too big a net haul, 
leaving a very small number to reach the 
Canadian waters, but, to the surprise of every 
one, the run commenced a few days after the 
expected time or season, which is immediately 
after they have arrived in the American 
waters, and all the best informed salmon 
experts were at a loss for an explanation 
for the strange conduct of this particular 
variety of salmon. The following newspaper 
extract, taken from one of the local papers 
during our visit, gives an explanation of the 
deep Pacific, which extract appeared in a 
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Seatt le daily paper, during our stay in that 
ci ty : 

" T h e recent experiences of the canneries 
on the Fraser river show how little is really 
known about the habi ts of the salmon, and 
how seriously those who have made the closest 
s tudy of them may be mistaken. O n the 
American side of the line the run of sock-
eye salmon a few weeks ago wras the greatest 
ever known and the canneries were working 
their forces to the point of u t te r exhaustion 
in order to take care of the great catches 
made . T h e salmon were merely passing 
through American waters on their way to 
their spawning grounds on the Fraser. 

" Singularly enough, the great salmon run 
failed fully to materialize in the Fraser, 
and the catch there was disappointingly 
small, as compared with tha t on the Amer
ican side of the line. T h e run was over some 
weeks since, with a lamentably poor showing, 
and there was a tendency to claim that so 
many fish had been taken on the American 
side of the line tha t there were none left 
for the fishermen in British Columbia waters. 

" Now, some weeks after the run of these 
salmon was supposed to be over and long 
after the fish had disappeared from Amer
ican waters on this side of the boundary 
line, the largest run of sockeye of the season 
has appeared in the mouth of the Fraser 
River. Millions of them are appearing, the 
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fishermen are making great catches, and the 
cannery men have every prospect of being 
able to fill the hundreds of thousands of 
empty tins left on their hands when the sum
mer run of fish ceased. The fish are also 
reported to be in prime condition. " 

There is always a late run of sockeyes, 
but there are some surface indications to 
warrant the belief that the present great run 
includes fish which passed American waters 
some weeks since, but which, for some 
reason, did not enter the Fraser at that time. 

To give an idea of the importance of Salmon 
Packing industry to British Columbia, it may 
be mentioned that the fisheries of this province 
have yielded one hundred and thirteen million 
dollars. Last year halibut establishments from 
Vancouver alone totalled 19,472,000 lbs., and 
were valued at $933,600. 
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1. Drawing the Salmon Seines near Vancouver. 
2. Unloading the Salmon. 
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CHAPTER XX 

Vancouver to Victoria 

T H E GROWTH of Vancouver is phenomenal, 
in 1887, the population was three thousand 
and now it is close on to one hundred thou
sand, while the growth of the value of assess
able property during the last ten years, is 
shown in the following table : 

1899 $17,716,289 00 
1900 19,553,645 00 
1901 20,233,130 00 
1902 21,065,370 00 
1903 22,936,835 00 
1904 24,688,855 00 
1905 28,543,890 00 
1906 39,189,400 00 
1907 54,727,810 00 
1908 61,854,850 00 

1909—Unrevised assessment shows an 
increase of 10 millions or a total of $71,-
000,000.00. 

This is more than three times the assess
ment valuation of Quebec, with a population 
of over 75,000 inhabitants. 

Vancouver is also contiguous to an excellent 
dairy country, principally along the Fraser 
River, where the farmers are said to grow 
twice as much food per acre as is usually 
grown on other farm lands. Mr. F .M. Logan, 
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of the Hygienic Dairy, is authority for the 
statement that there are some farms, which 
produce five tons of hay, two thousand 
bushels of roots, and one hundred bushels 
of grain per acre, and the grazing is equally 
as good. 

The climate is mild in winter, and cool in 
summer, the rains of the former season 
are about the only objectionable feature, 
and this the people get used to. 

The lumber and mining assets of British 
Columbia, of which Vancouver will richly 
reap the benefit, are immense, and but 
slightly developed so far. The cut of lumber 
in 1907 was valued at $12,680,000. The coal 
mines are estimated to be capable of an output 
of ten million tons of coal per annum, for 
seven thousand years, while the gold mines 
have thus far yielded $114,000.00.00. 

Orchards in British Columbia in 1901 
covered 7,880 acres, and in 1908, 100,000 
acres, while the fruit shipments, such as 
apples, peaches, pears, plums and grapes 
in 1902, amounted to 1,956 tons and in 1908 
6,243 tons, and last year probably doubled 
this quantity. 

And yet British Columbia to-day has still 
on hafid some ten million acres of wheat 
lands, and four million acres of fruit lands, 
for the future newcomers. 

What we like about this western country 
is the fact that everybody who lives there 
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is a booster for his city, or district, and their 
boosting is backed up with such evident 
facts that there is no doubting them. I t 
is our belief, that the most sanguine forecasts, 
are none too exaggerated, to be realized 
some day. I t is simply, a matter of time. 
There will be many setbacks and many ob
stacles to be surmounted before the great 
dream of every Westerner is realized, but 
the fight will eventually be won, for never 
was a population of human beings so steeled 
in ardor of determination, optimism and 
courage, than you will meet in Canada's 
Great West. 

We left Vancouver, not with regret, for 
we were to return there again on our home
ward journey. We travelled on one of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway steamships, run
ning between Vancouver, Victoria and Seattle. 
The distance to Victoria is eighty miles and 
the voyage is full of picturesqueness, while 
the steamships and service are beyond all 
expectations of the Easterner. We have 
nothing in the East to compare with them. 

Those who have travelled on these boats 
will know what we mean ; those who have 
not may take our word for it until they 
do. There is not a better organization of 
polite officers and stewards to be found 
anywhere. 

And you marvel at it all when you make the 
voyage. The several steamships employed 
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in this service are models of comfort. Long 
may they maintain this record, for it is gratify
ing to be told this by every American we 
meet, and the majority of passengers on 
board are Americans. We should not over
look making mention of the meals which were 
in keeping with everything else on board and 
could not be surpassed by the leading hotels 
on land. 

Victoria was reached in five hours, and 
we wended our way through a sinuous 
channel of islands into its harbor where we 
caught sight of the copper roof of the Empress 
Hotel, another of the Canadian Pacific Rail
way hotels, then the hotel itself, in its solitary 
grandeur, a few hundred feet away from 
where we docked. I t stands in a large open 
space in the centre of the town, with the 
beautiful Parliament Buildings on the right, 
and the new Post Office on the left. If the 
site of the hotel appears to the visitor as 
seeming lonely, he must remember that this 
will disappear in time, when it is surrounded 
by a growth of tropical trees, gardens of roses 
and other beautiful floral blooms. We are 
prompted to make these statements, for one 
of the greatest surprises which awaits the 
newly arrived on entering the house is the 
air of refinement and sumptuousness that 
almost takes away your breath. Before you 
register your name you realize that you 
have fallen in love with the hotel. I t appeals 
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to you in the dining room, in the palm room, 
with its cozy looking green tables and chairs 
to match and everything tempting to enjoy 
the tranquil scene, so refreshing to the travel
ler, but, surprises do not end here. Parlors 
and bedrooms are equally charming, and we 
cannot refrain from saying that for those 
suffering from nervous troubles we advise 
them to go to the Empress Hotel at Victoria, 
and if they do not find an immediate cure, 
then their case is hopeless. The manager, 
Mr. Humble, and the waiters and bell-boys, 
made us feel as though we were an honored 
guest in a castle, rather than an ordinary 
guest in a hotel but when we interviewed 
the manager, for we could not leave without 
complimenting him upon the excellent service, 
he said :—" Well, we try to make everyone 
feel that this is a home, and not a hotel." 
In our experience there are few hotel men 
who accomplish this, but from all we heard 
and saw, in and around the Empress at 
Victoria, we must admit that our host comes 
nearer to it than any other we have known. 

Victoria is not a large city, nor does it 
boast of any of the Western boosting pro
pensities of the inhabitants of the mainland. 
I t is ordinary and more set in its ways. 
Those who live in Victoria enjoy life without 
many thoughts of the future. Mainland 
men come over and start up real estate 
offices, and endeavor to stir up its inhabitants, 

177 



CANADA S WEST AND FARTHER WEST 

but it is of no use. Victoria was born before 
any of the main coast or interior western 
cities, and it does not want to brag so much 
of its coal fields and other natural assets, 
because it knows that their development 
will come in due course. In the meantime, 
a large number of its citizens believe in the 
theory that they will be a long time dead and 
there is no use of hurrying to the end. 

We drove around Victoria for three hours 
and saw the most of it. There were some fine 
stores and residences, but no life, that is to 
say, none of the bustling activity seen in the 
West from the time we arrived in Port 
Arthur. Even the stores we entered dis
played a lethargic state of reposeful service 
and attendance, and in one, perhaps better 
known than any other store in Victoria, 
where celebrated sweetmeats were sold, we 
were told that frequently it was closed at 
noon, or, whenever the stock was sold out. 
This store occupies one of the most central 
business sites in the city. Independence 
is no name for the character of the proprietor 
of this business, and we thought ourselves 
fortunate to find the establishment open, 
thus offering us an opportunity of purchasing 
several pounds of bonbons, the most deli
cious sweets we have ever tasted, and only 
costing 75 cts. per pound. The best New 
York bonbons at $2.00 per pound, could 
not hold a patch on them. 
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In driving around the city, between the 
hours of five and seven o'clock, in the even
ing, we were surprised to notice that there 
were very few people out of doors. Our 
cabby informed us that the Victorians seldom 
left their houses during these hours as, 
they were " eating hours," wherein, we 
judged the Victoria people to be a very con
servative population. We saw the Gover
nor's residence and grounds, which latter 
should have shown more beautiful lawns 
and floral embellishments than they did. 
In fact, we were greatly disappointed in Vic
toria in this respect, as we had gone there 
with such great expectations. Most of the 
houses in the residential parts are entirely 
hidden from view by stone and wooden 
fences—or green hedges very much similar 
to what one sees in Great Britain. The 
buildings are also characteristic of Old Eng
land, and the occupants are better found 
through the names of their houses on the gate 
posts than through the number in the streets. 
Victoria was an old Hudson Bay post before 
the railway stretched across Western Canada, 
and was used by this company, as a fur 
trading and store-house on the Pacific coast. 

Hunting, fishing, and duck shooting are 
very excellent on Vancouver Island, and 
during the short stay of twenty-four hours, 
we had the opportunity of catching, before 
breakfast, two fine salmon, weighing 5£ and 
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7 lbs. respectively. There is very little diffi
culty in such a sporting achievement if you 
happen to be in the city during the run of 
salmon, as was our good fortune. You 
simply leave an order at the hotel office to be 
called at 5 a.m., and at 5.30 o'clock, you are 
comfortably seated in a launch, heading for 
the outer bay, which you reach in a few 
minutes. Then you let out your trolling 
line, with no bait on the end of it, only a 
tin troll, and then keep gasolining about 
for an hour or two. You invariably meet 
with success, sometimes catching as many 
as twenty-five or thirty salmon. We must 
say that the British Columbia salmon is not 
as palatable as that caught in our Saguenay 
River, nor is it so tender. 

We visited Esquimault, which in the West 
is not pronounced as it is in Quebec, but is 
given an entirely English accent. Here we 
found little visible signs of life. The officer 
at the gate said we could not enter without 
an order, as all the men were away and that 
there was nothing doing at the time as the 
Canadian Government were talking of taking 
over the fort and ship-yard, and he wished 
they would do so pretty quickly as it was a 
shame to see such a fine place in such absolute 
idleness. 

We inspected the dry dock, which was 
very dry and empty at the time, but it seemed 
to suffer from the same trouble as the St. 
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Joseph dock, at Quebec. I t is altogether too 
small for present day requirements. 

Harold Sands, a well-known writer in 
" Collier's," recently said :—" Two years ago 
a Toronto judge visited Vancouver. At West
minster Junction, a few miles from the city, 
a deputation was on the platform waiting 
to welcome him ' to our midst.' The judge 
thought the well dressed distinguished looking 
men, who sought him in the parlor car, 
were brother jurists, or at least the Mayor 
and part of the corporation. To his dismay, 
the strangers introduced themselves as real 
estate men, who had ' the finest proposition, 
Judge, to double your money in a year.' 
The Toronto man couldn't resist their bland
ishments and he invested. If he hasn't 
sold out at a good profit it is only because 
he is looking for a larger wad, for Vancouver 
property is in the airship class now—it is 
so high up. Before returning East the Judge 
went across the Gulf of Georgia to Victoria. 
He tells the rest of his story thus : ' There 
was nobody in sight. I went into a store to 
buy something. There was no one to wait 
on me. Finally I leaned over the counter, 
spied a clerk, held him up by the collar, and 
forced him to make me a sale.' 

"Cities of marked characteristics, like forcible 
persons, always get nicknames. Every Can
adian knows what envious Hamilton calls 
Toronto or Halifax calls St. John, or Toronto 
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calls Montreal. Equally familiar is the reason 
why Irving referred to New Yorkers as 
Gothamites. On the Pacific coast the some
what jealous people of Victoria and New 
Westminster speak of Vancouver as the City 
of Greed. They assert and their " lang-
widge," as Sam Weller used to say, is 
beautiful—that it " wants to hog every
thing." Vancouver gracefully retaliates by 
referring to the town on the Fraser as the 
Royal City, because Queen Victoria christ
ened it, and cheerfully styles Victoria a plea
sant place to go to sleep in. 

" Parliament Buildings, dead things them
selves, cannot give life to a city. Victoria 
is a calm and peaceful place. In this lovely 
spot where the can't-be-hurried people gather 
roses at Christmas, not even ten changes of 
ministries, in twenty years, caused one real 
ripple of excitement. 

" Perhaps the chief reason why Victoria 
has been so quickly outrun by Vancouver, 
is that while the latter was established by 
Canadians and Americans, the former is 
essentially an English city. Founded by 
men sent out from the old country by the 
Hudson Bay Company, it still retains some 
of the characteristics of the Victorian era 
which have been discarded in the home 
land, and so its people are now spoken of 
as more English than the English. They 
were immensely tickled when a wandering 
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London journalist spoke of Victoria as the 
' finest colonial copy of Mayfair within the 
bounds of the Empire,' and they will always 
maintain on their visiting lists the writer 
who spoke of them as ' a colony of British 
gentlefolk.' 

Signs are not wanting, however, that Vic
toria, is beginning to awaken from its long 
sleep. Real estate men from Vancouver and 
Winnipeg observe that men who have made 
fortunes in the wheat fields are gravitating 
there to dwell in comparative ease. But 
the leisure of a prairie man is vastly different 
from that of the practised Englishman. The 
man who has lived a busy life is active even 
when at rest, and the new blood at the 
capital is bringing about a change. The 
retired naval, military, and Hudson Bay 
officers are gradually dying off and a more 
vigorous stock is taking their places. 
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CHAPTER XXI 

Seattle and the Great Exhibition—Return to 
Vancouver 

W E PAID a visit to Seattle and the Alaskan. 
Yukon Pacific Exhibition, which was an 
unqualified success, as the final financial 
reports have demonstrated. The show was 
not as large as that of St. Louis or Chicago, 
but it was most unique in its site and archi
tecture. The Exhibition covered two hun
dred and fifty acres and cost ten millions of 
dollars, while the exhibits were valued at 
fifty millions. The cascade in the vicinity 
of the Arctic circle, over which flowed fourteen 
thousand gallons of water per minute was 
a marvelous sight and held the thousands 
of spectators, who assembled within the 
grounds, in mute amazement. The floral 
display about the grounds and the forestry 
building were, to our mind, the features 
of the exhibition. The former covered many 
acres and made a veritable bower of all des
criptions of flowers in full bloom. 

The history of Seattle is as wonderful as 
that of Vancouver or any of the Canadian 
Western towns which we have mentioned. 
Some years ago it was in a stagnant condition, 
so depressed and low spirited, that its mer
chants were on the eve of general bank-
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ruptcy, to which may possibly be ascribed 
the reason for their getting together and 
making a strenuous effort to discover the 
reasons for the stagnation and to hit upon 
a solution for improving the business of the 
future. At a public meeting called for the 
purpose of discussing this subject the ques
tion of advertising the city was brought 
up and strongly supported by the leading 
business men, who subscribed a large amount 
of money to make the city known throughout 
the United States and all the countries of the 
world. I t was not long before the effects 
of this advertising was felt, and with renewed 
energy and vigor, and with brighter hopes, 
the merchants began to see signs of better 
days and a general air of optimism prevailed, 
and with it came the gold discoveries of 
the Yukon, which they took advantage of 
by sending travellers to the North, and 
being the first salesmen on the ground, 
they sold millions of dollars of goods, and soon 
got control of the trade of the Yukon. This 
was the turning point of Seattle. Since 
then it has been going ahead at such a rapid 
rate that it has a population to-day close 
on to three hundred thousand. 

The city controls its water system and 
electric light plant. I t covers seventy-eight 
square miles, fifty inland and twenty-eight 
in water. I t has a fine harbor with a large 
fleet of steamers carrying freight and pas-
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sengers to all points on the Pacific Coast, 
as well as to the Orient. The commerce 
for this port for the year 1908, amounted 
to over one hundred and twenty-four mil
lions of dollars. 

During our visit we were very much 
interested in the Public Civic Works, which 
were under way and to cost many millions of 
dollars. The object of these improvements 
was to level the city which is built, like 
Rome, upon a number of hills. The city 
is now expending vast sums in lowering and 
raising streets. The cost of which, though 
restricted to one district, is borne by the 
whole population. Seattle is strict in its 
observance of the license law. It is impos
sible to obtain a drink of any intoxicating 
liquor on Sunday, nor is it, permissible to 
serve such drinks, with meals, in the public 
hotels, or even in the rooms of the guests. 
Under no circumstances will the hotel man
agement dare take the risk of breaking this 
steadfast rule. 

We left Seattle at night, and arrived in 
Vancouver the next morning. 

The Sockeye salmon were running when 
we returned to the capital city. We were 
fortunate in seeing the Stevenson cannery 
in full operation, night and day, for the sal
mon have to be caught and canned during 
the week or so that they are on the run. 
The work was most interesting and one 
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of the sights of the west coast. We stood 
on a pier and saw thousands upon thou
sands of salmon, piled up in huge pyramids 
like coal heaps. They were being received 
from small yawls, outfitted with gasoline 
engines, and principally manned by Japa
nese, who gathered up the salmon at stated 
periods from the smaller boats, fishing about 
a mile or two from the shore. Here hung 
out a formidable gauntlet of fishing lines 
and nets, almost across the mouth of the 
Fraser River through which the Sockeye 
were endeavoring to make their way in order 
to deposit their spawn, many miles up the 
flowing stream, or, as far as they could go, 
and then, die by the thousands through 
being crowded upon the shores of either 
side of the river. Here they are left to rot, 
unless carried away by the local farmers, 
to be used as a fertilizer for the nearby lands. 

From the big heaps of salmon all beau
tifully fresh and weighing from five to fifteen 
pounds, making an average of about seven 
pounds, the larger salmon being the excep
tion to the rule, they are hooked and placed 
upon a table where their heads and tails are 
rapidly removed, then they are placed through 
a machine that rips them up and cleans 
out their insides in the twinking of an eye. 
After this treatment they are passed to a 
lot of Hindoos, Japanese and Indians, 
men and women, who gi\e them a few 
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finishing touches, trim their fins, after which 
they are chopped into small pieces by hand 
and jammed into tin boxes, sealed up and 
placed in large steam ovens to be boiled 
into the state in which they are found when 
they reach the dining tables of the Easterners, 
although a very large quantity of the salmon 
is shipped to England and other European 
ports, in vessels which make the trip around 
Cape Horn. While on this subject there is 
no doubt in the most of minds that the open
ing of the Panama Canal will do much to add 
to Vancouver's prosperity, for it will pro
bably make a new and cheaper channel for 
western grain accommodation and for con
veying goods to Western Canada. 

Vancouver should be a great tourist centre, 
it is contiguous to so many beautiful ocean 
trips, such as the Yukon, Prince Rupert 
Land, Victoria, Seattle, etc. The prime factor 
of its enterprise and go aheadness is to 
be found in its real live business men, who 
are working in the interest of Vancouver. 
Then there is its Tourist Association, which 
has done a wonderful work, but unlike the 
Quebec organization, they are seen and heard 
of constantly, spreading literature and giving 
information to the thousands of people who 
are seeking it. 

A number of Quebecers are doing business 
in Vancouver among whom are Messrs. 
Borden, H. G. Ross, and Beau Gowan, 
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all of whom are in real estate and doing 
exceedingly well. 

We were sorry to leave Vancouver, for 
it had made such a good impression upon us 
that we would have liked to have extended 
our visit a few days, to see more of it and 
more of its people. I t is not crowded— 
not so crowded as Winnipeg or Seattle. 
There are so many points in its favor that 
one cannot help having a great respect for 
what it is and what its future is likely to be 
We have no hesitation in saying that of all 
the Western cities, none show such unmis
takable signs of rapid and continuous growth, 
as Vancouver. Real estate has increased 
some 33 per cent, during the past year, 
and while many visitors claim the prices 
have soared too high, the knowing ones 
are still " plunging" and making money, 
and even if a re-action were to set in, it would 
only be temporary for the foundation of this 
city is well laid. 

While Vancouver is practically without 
manufacturing, it is largely benefited by the 
prairie farmer, who, having achieved success 
and fortune, retires to the coast to spend 
the remainder of his days amid congenial 
surroundings and in a less rigorous climate. 

We did not remain in Vancouver long 
enough to pry into its civic administration, 
but from the little we saw, or, the little we 
did not see, we think its municipal council 
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could put on a spurt in the making of roads 
and necessary improvements, in the new 
parts of the town, which, in comparison with 
what is being done in Edmonton, Winnipeg 
and Seattle, certainly displays a want of 
progressive public spirit in this direction. 
I t may be said that this is due to a scarcity 
of labor, or, the too rapid growth of the 
city, but, even then, it seems to us that 
they are poor excuses to put forth, if we 
were in any way right in our conjecture. 
But all these things right themselves in 
time, and as we said before, we more than 
regretted our departure, and as we said 
au revoir to kind friends who saw us off 
at the station, we meant it, for we intend 
to return again to see the realization of our 
forecast of this far-off Western city. 

As we began our homeward journey, we 
could not dispel the impressions of our trip 
West, but it was not altogether at an end, 
for we had yet to see the Arrow Head and 
Kootenay lakes, via the Crow's Nest Pass 
route, which branches off from the Canadian 
Pacific Railway main line at Revelstoke and 
takes a south-easterly direction. We soon 
realized that there was little, in the way 
of scenery, which could surpass that which 
we had seen in the Rockies and Selkirks, but 
we were yet to see the great mining district of 
the West ! We were to pass by coal, lead 
and silver mines, the output of which was 
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tending to still further enrich the wealth 
of this great Dominion. Our journey had 
not occupied, as yet, a month, and we 
had sufficient days to reach home before 
that time had elapsed, and yet, we considered 
we had seen what every good Canadian 
should see. Therefore, it is " up to " those 
who may read these notes of this Western 
journey to take up the trail for themselves, 
and do as we have done. Canada will be 
better off for having her sons and daughters 
educated to the magnitude and richness of 
their Dominion. I t has been given to us, 
and no one will deny that the Westerners 
are not making the best of it, but it is so 
broad and so deep, that it will take many 
hundreds of thousands to join the trail 
with pack and train to help open up the 
unknown and silent places ; to bring forth 
the minerals, which lie in hiding. 

Nature has provided them with coal and 
timber, as well as lakes and rivers teeming 
with fish, to allay any fears of starvation or of 
suffering from the varying changes of climatic 
conditions. 

In the West you will find men who think ; 
men who are brave, courteous and chival
rous ; men who protect the women and the 
young ; men who are kind and generous ; 
men who uphold the right and condemn the 
wrong ; men who boast, but do not brag ; 
men who talk common sense and hate the 
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liar and pessimist. What more does a country 
require to make it a great nation of broad-
minded men and women ? 

We met numbers of Americans and all 
had a good word for the West. Few were 
wont to brag about their own lands to the 
south of us. They seemed to join hands 
with their Canadian neighbors and give them 
the encouragement which they themselves 
cherished when opening up their own country. 
There was the ring of real true, genuine friend
ship, in their exclamations of appreciation of 
the various new settlements which we passed, 
whether from train, or from steamer. 

They were better judges of the grain, 
vegetable and fruit growing possibilities of 
the country, than we were, and it had the 
effect of convincing us that such universal 
testimony, coming from strangers of a neigh
boring republic, on a visit, like ourselves, 
in Western Canada, to see and learn, was 
the strongest kind of evidence as to the 
wonderful richness of this land. 

While travelling on the boat from Victoria 
to Seattle we noticed a large number of 
American farmers returning from a visit to 
Canada, and invariably their conversation 
drifted to the fine lands they had seen from 
the car windows. 

" Say," said one farmer to another, " did 
you see that country coming up here ? " 
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Yes," replied his newly-made acquaint
ance. 

<< Well, isn't it good, say ! I am going to 
come up again and look it over. I t seems 
to me I ought to have some of that ," and 
this is about the way most of the American 
farmers think on their way home, after 
looking the country over. 
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CHAPTER XXII 

Vancouver to Crow's Nest Pass 

I T WAS late in the afternoon of the day of 
our departure from Vancouver, when we 
left the main line of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway for our southern trip through the 
Crow's Nest Pass, which was to bring us 
through considerable waterways until we 
again reached the main line at Medicine Hat. 

The next morning, at Arrowhead, we 
embarked on a light draft paddle wheel 
steamer for West Robson, a delightful 
sail over a beautiful sheet of water, hemmed 
in by mountain slopes, not so high as 
the Rockies, but, nevertheless, quite pictur
esque. Along the route we passed small 
settlements of homesteaders principally en
gaged in fruit culture, a fine hotel at a sulphur 
spring where good hunting and fishing is 
obtained, and a few mines, until at nightfall 
we reached our destination, where, we found 
a train in readiness to convey us over fifty 
mile of track to Nelson. Here we had 
the opportunity of making a tour of this 
enterprising town which was all in fete 
attire and brilliantly illuminated with strings 
of electric lamps, in honor of a fruit fair, 
which had opened that day. 

In Nelson we found a fine broad main 
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street with excellent up-to-date stores, some 
of them large and modern enough to make 
us think that we were in a city of ten times 
the population ; it is only about eight thou
sand in all. Several large buildings including 
a branch bank, the Post-Office, and several 
school houses embellished the city. That 
night we slept on board the steamer " Kas-
kanook," and at six the next morning we 
were steaming up the Kootenay Lake, arriv
ing at Kootenay Landing about ten o'clock. 
Here we boarded a train and started out on 
our tour through what is known as the 
Crow's Nest proper. I t is the big coal, 
lead and silver mining district of British 
Columbia and the North West. 

Shortly after leaving the landing we wit
nessed the extraordinary sight of several 
thousand geese (waivies) and ducks along the 
borders of the Kootenay River and in Duck 
lake. We considered this one of the most 
interesting game spectacles we had seen on 
the whole of our trip West, outside of the 
salmon catches on the Fraser River. Further 
West we passed the cities of Fernie,Cranbrook, 
Hosmer, Michel, Frank, Hillcrest, Macleod, 
Lethbridge, and the next morning, Medicine 
Hat, where we returned to the main line 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway and train 
No. 96, well known to the western travellers, 
as are Nos. 6, 95 and 5. Many of the fore
going places are mining towns, with hundreds 
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of coke ovens blazing away, which in the 
night time threw a lurid glare upon the 
mountain slopes and lit up the valleys with 
brilliant reflections. 

Fernie is in the centre of the largest coal 
area in America and has over seven hundred 
coke ovens. On Moyle Lake there are very 
large deposits of silver and lead ore, while 
Macleod and Old Man River are the most 
typical of western ranching towns where the 
" Horse is still King." It is the head
quarters of the ranching district of southern 
Alberta. By this short description the reader 
may judge of the interest attaching to a 
visit, either going West, or returning East, 
via the Crow's Nest Pass, for during our two 
days and two nights, and notwithstanding 
the fact that we were travelling almost 
continuously through a mountainous country, 
we passed most thriving and prosperous 
looking towns, and along no part of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway was there more 
diversified interests, such as mineral, lumb
ering and agriculture. 

We might mention that the Arrowlake 
district, which promises to be another fruit
growing area similar to the Okanagan Valley, 
is but little under cultivation and is worth 
an inspection by those, whose means are 
limited, whereas those with money, would 
do better to enter the Okanagan Valley. 

The boats on the Crow's Nest Pass water-
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ways are under the control of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway system which also runs car 
scows as well to convey train loads of freight 
cars from one end to the other. The service 
on the boats is equal to that of any inland 
navigation company—the boats of the fleet 
having spacious dining and parlor saloons, 
with all modern conveniences, and an excel
lent cuisine. The service is daily, except
ing Sundays, running both ways, and is 
carried on throughout the entire year, the 
weather not being cold enough in winter 
to freeze the lakes—in fact, the mercury 
seldom registers below freezing point. The 
steamers stop here and there to take on, or 
let off passengers by simply running half-
steam ashore, the beaches on either side of the 
lake being sandy so there is no danger of 
doing any damage to the boats. 

While travelling through the Kootenay 
Lakes a pathetic incident was brought to our 
notice. We met an aged couple from James
town, Pa. The old man, seemed fatigued 
and remarked to his devoted little wife, 
that he wished they had reached their des
tination for he was very tired, and he won
dered " if James would be there to meet them." 
We were drawn into conversation with the 
old lady, who told us the sad story of their 
lives. Many years ago their only son had 
left them for the Canadian North West. 
They had never heard from him again not-

198 



1. Medicine Hat 
2. Elevator, Indian Head. 
3. Moose Jaw Hotel ann Station. 





VANCOUVER TO CROW S NEST PASS 

withstanding they had done everything to 
locate him. T h e thought of the absent boy, 
as years fled on, and the chances that they 
might probably never meet him again, 
weighed so heavily upon the old man that his 
brain had become slightly affected. His 
only comfort was travelling through the 
West , looking into every corner, and making 
enquiries for his missing boy. This aged 
couple had spent the summer visiting almost 
all the small villages and towns in the West, 
and were returning by the Crow's Nest 
Pass , still looking for their James. 

F rom the railway station a t Medicine H a t 
we obtained an excellent view of the sur
rounding country, which showed to advantage 
under a blue sky and bright sunshine, the 
same sunshine which we have spoken of so 
often and which seemed to follow us through
out our entire trip. We had returned again 
to the prairie land, that land of tall grass, and 
cat t le ranches, and as we journeyed on for 
a hundred miles we looked out of the car 
windows. In all directions, Nor th and South 
we saw numerous large herds of cattle and 
horses, with here and there a coyote who 
showed no fear a t our approach, bu t on the 
contrary stood in curious pose and gazed 
upon the long string of Pul lman and parlor 
cars go by. We also passed large flocks 
of geese in and around small lakes. Close 
by the line we saw hundreds of railway 
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labourers burning the grass between the track 
and the furrows, to prevent prairie fires 
from spreading North or South. I t was a 
land of fat cattle and prosperity, and we 
listened to the exultant exclamations of our 
fellow passengers upon the millions of acres 
of land to be seen everywhere awaiting the 
newcomers. Then we passed into the wheat 
areas of Southern Alberta, and Saskatchewan, 
and the crops were not all cut or harvested by 
any means. This fact gave us an opportunity 
of seeing the threshing of grain and the piling 
up of thousands of huge stacks of straw, 
which are afterwards burned. The day pre
vious, and on many other days, we had 
been looking upon millions of feet of timber 
going to waste, through fire and old age, 
or being burned up by the mills, and now 
we were viewing a wanton waste of straw 
and grasses. Some day all this waste will 
be of value, for man will yet find use for it, 
but to-day its loss is one of the amazing sights 
of the West. I t must no doubt astonish 
our English fellow travellers more than it 
does the Eastern Canadian, but this is not 
the only waste of the prairie, as thousands 
of tons of flax are allowed to rot in the ground 
for want of labor to cut it, and because there 
are no mills to use it, and the reason there 
are no mills is because the labor to run 
them would be too expensive to make them 
pay. Only the seed is gathered which com-
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mands a good market value. We passd 
Moose Jaw and Regina, two good-looking 
towns, the former having 14,000 and the 
latter nearly the same population. We also, 
passed Swift Current and Brandon, the latter 
having 15,000, and Portage la Prairie, with 
10,000 inhabitants, and in every one of these 
towns the motor car seemed to be the pre
dominant means of locomotion. 

We also passed a freight train with four 
threshing machines, and were told that 
almost every freight train going west was 
carrying thousands of dollars worth of the 
very latest agricultural machinery, and that 
it was nothing to what came out before the 
harvesting season began. Furthermore, that 
the farming machinery thus going out was 
only for use next year. 

At Moose Jaw we met an old Quebecer, 
Mr. Jack Vicque, who is manager of the 
Union Bank of that city. He is about as 
optimistic a banking man as resides in the 
West. He told us of several of his customers 
who were ranchers, and who would each 
clear over $20,000 with the season's crop, 
and as most of them were out of debt this 
money was a clean surplus over and above 
their unencumbered ranch, and many thou
sands of dollars worth of machinery. 

Mr. Vicque was so enthusiastic about the 
growth of Moose Jaw, and was so solicitous 
about our seeing Winnipeg and the other 
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cities, that it put us in mind of a story told 
us while in the West by a well known English 
newspaper man, who had used it in his des
cription of the rapid growth of the towns 
and the optimism of their people. I t is the 
story of the man from Winnipeg. 

" Seen Winnipeg ? " he said to the Toronto 
man. " Why yes," replied the latter, " I 
was there a week ago." " Ah, but you 
should see Winnipeg now." 

Then our English journalist friend conti
nues his story of the wonderful develop
ment of the West as follows : 

" —' Semper mutabile '—such is the charm 
of the Fair Dominion. To-day we see the 
last car of a freight train carrying a ready-
made station to be dropped down somewhere 
on the line on desolate prairie. To-morrow 
finds a tented village. On the next day a 
hotel, a store, an elevator, a livery stable 
and a Bon Ton millinery parlor. Within 
a week the Board of Trade has issued an adver
tising pamphlet entitled: 'We are it.' 'Watch 
us grow.' If such a growth can happen in 
a week, think of the progress of two years. 

" Sometimes this summer, as I rambled 
through a Western Canadian city, I could 
have fancied myself in a vast builder's yard. 
An army of men at work in the streets. 
Another army swarmed upon the half finished 
houses, and upon the frames of steel and 
concrete shooting up on corner lots." 
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" The prairie told the self same tale. Tents 
and shacks, ready-made and half-made houses 
lined the railroad track from Bassano west 
to Calgary, where, memory recalled, two 
years ago, a rancher's country untenanted 
except by scattered droves of cattle. 

" Was Strathmore there when I last passed 
through ? I don't remember. But this time 
Strathmore thrust itself upon me with a 
main street full of rigs and livery stables 
and busy stores. 

" An elevator, three weeks old, land-marked 
the station. Another elevator, two weeks 
old was under way, while the timber for 
the third filled the freight train on the siding. 

" Was Langdon in existence when I last 
passed through ? I cannot recollect. Lang
don now says that Strathmore is a back 
number, while the neighboring Gleichen, 
another of those sudden cities, claims to have 
outpaced them all. 

" T h e man who drawns the map of West 
Canada must have a breathless time." 
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CHAPTER XXIII 

Regina to Winnipeg 

ABOUT DUSK that evening we stopped at 
Regina for ten minutes and took advantage 
of it for a walk on the platform for a breath 
of fresh air, although we could not complain 
of either dust or coal soot during our lengthy 
travel across the continent. 

This is another advantage of the Canadian 
Pacific route over the American lines. 

As we walked up and down the board 
station walk we asked our porter what kind 
of a city Regina was. 

" Well," he replied, " I guess it's a pretty 
good town, because the chief of police and 
the Governor dine together and I guess 
that's good enough for anyone." 

His answer was meant to convey the idea 
that aristocracy, in the home of the Govern
ment in this new Western province, had not 
as yet made any class distinction. 

" Porter," we continued, " why don't you 
settle in this Western province ? " 

" Well, sir," he responded, " that is what 
I intend to do pretty soon. I've got a home
stead of 160 acres in Edmonton, and as soon 
as I get it in order I intend to give up rail
roading ". 

And this was not the first railroad employee 
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we had met and questioned on the same sub
ject, and nearly everyone of them had some 
land interest, either in city real estate, home
steads, or fruitlands. 

One of the waiters on one of the boats 
plying on the Kootenay lakes, had sixteen 
acres of land in the Okanagan Valley, for 
which he had paid $2,500, and this was 
his last season to serve on table. Although 
he could have turned over his investment 
at a nice profit he preferred to keep it and 
make it his future home. 

This is the spirit all through the West, 
among almost every class of railway em
ployees, or, officials,—in fact, it is in evi
dence everywhere. The people have faith 
in the future of the West, and their faith is 
not without reason. This is why, in a great 
measure, the Canadian Pacific Railway, and 
other big railway corporations, are credited 
with such excellent servants. They all have 
a self interest in the upbuilding of the country. 

In Winnipeg, we know of a hotel chef 
who arrived there a little over a year ago, 
with $3,000. and for some reason or other, 
bought land along the river front at Saint-
Boniface. Six months afterwards, he showed 
his bank account to the manager of his hotel; 
it showed a deposit of $25,000. The Canadian 
Northern wanted the land and bought it at a 
big advance. The chef afterwards invested 
the money in other properties and to-day 
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he is worth $50,000. He has now no desire 
to return East, or even to give up his position 
as chef of one of the leading Western hotels. 
We could go on giving examples of like cases, 
but what is the use. They might cause the 
less experienced to invest unwisely, and 
perhaps lose all they have through the sharks 
in the real estate business, and for this we 
would have to assume some responsibility. 
We prefer to advise those who have money 
to invest to first visit the West—then judge 
for themselves. 

The next morning we were in Winnipeg, 
the approach to which afforded us the same 
endless visions of immense areas of golden 
fields, similar to those we had passed the 
day before, and no doubt during the night, 
for we had travelled through the district 
surrounding Brandon, the centre of Mani
toba's most fertile wheat area, where sixty 
bushels to an acre was a common record 
this year. 

A brilliant sun shone from a cloudless 
sky, the same azure sky that had been 
our constant canopy during our whole month. 

We took advantage of our one day's 
stay in the capital of Manitoba to call upon 
Mr! Bruce Walker, the Canadian Commis
sioner of Immigration, in the handsome 
Dominion Government buildings, adjoining 
the Canadian Pacific Railway hotel and 
station. 
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We wanted to know something about the 
vast crop of wheat, and we could obtain 
more authentic information from him than 
from any one else in Canada. We were not 
wrong in this assumption, for we found Mr. 
Walker, not only a painstaking Government 
official, but a man with such a sense of 
responsibility, that one would think that 
he had the whole of Central Canada, or, the 
wants of that great country, under his special 
care, and from all we saw and heard, he 
certainly is leaving no stone unturned in 
fittingly and faithfully doing his duty towards 
supplying the farmers with what they require. 
This was not accomplished without a consi
derable amount of worrying, this season, 
for in his own words, " it was nothing but 
an act of Providence in providing a con
tinuous spell of sunshine for six consecutive 
weeks, which fact alone was responsible 
for the great fall harvest, for had the weather 
been unfavorable, certainly one quarter of 
the crop would have been destroyed for the 
lack of labor to gather it in." 

There was a happy radiance and irresis
tible good humor about Mr. Walker on the 
morning we met him, and when we told 
him our mission, he was quick in getting 
down to facts, and stating exactly what 
the people of the West wanted the people 
of the East to know, and how the latter 
could assist the former. 
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" You know," said Mr. Walker, in his 
fine Scotch accent, " the labor question is 
the great problem with the wheat grower, 
and has to be solved in a manner of mutual 
interest between both ends of this great 
Dominion. We have had a narrow escape 
this year, but I have a suggestion which I 
hope to see carried out, which will give the 
West a permanent supply of seven thousand 
harvesters every year, and which I wish 
you would take up and assist me in making 
public. You know the agricultural imple
ment manufacturers are in the habit of closing 
down their establishments for a month or 
so, commencing from the middle of September. 
Now, if we can get them to do this about 
the middle of August instead we will have 
several thousands of employees, who will be 
glad of the opportunity of making some 
money during this idle holiday, and at the 
same time assisting the West, and in doing 
this they would be assisting the largest con
sumers of agricultural implements, for let 
it be known that 65 per cent of the agricul
tural implements manufactured in Canada are 
sold in the West, leaving 35 per cent for the 
remainder of the Dominion and for export." 

" There is, however, a possible objection 
to this. The manufacturers may think that 
their men would not return to the East again. 
This would be a mistaken idea for these men 
as a rule are steady, reliable workers, and after 
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the crop was harvested there would be no 
further work for them, so it would not be in 
their interest to remain in the West. Again, 
their families and all their interests would 
be still in the East, and in all probability, 
or, with few exceptions, they would return 
to their respective factories, and the small 
percentage of those who would remain, would 
be only those who contemplated going out 
in any event. Even then it would only 
mean an additional purchase of rakes, ploughs, 
binders and other machinery, so that it would 
not be an unmixed evil or loss to the manu
facturer." 

" Again," said Mr. Walker, growing more 
than ever enthusiastic in his statements 
of figures and facts, which cannot be disputed, 
" just think, the wheat cultivation in the West, 
for 1909, was one million, one hundred thou
sand acres greater than in 1908, thus making 
a comparative increase in labor. This year, as 
I have said before, was saved by the grace of 
God in sending us such glorious weather 
for harvesting. Our harvests are short and 
sharp, and this year we will have an amazing 
return, easily reaching one hundred millions, 
and this is not all. Remember that this 
year's increase will be judged as a forecast 
for the increase of next year, and this labor 
problem has to be solved ahead of time." 

Referring to the subject of the influx of 
American farmers which we had seen and 
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heard so much of lately, particularly during 
our tour through the Okanagan Valley, 
and further west, Mr . Walker said : " We 
will receive seventy-five thousand people 
from the United States, this year, and accord
ing to the Custom's report the average 
wealth brought in by each, in cash, and 
agricultural implements, amounts to $1,000, 
so tha t the West has gained this year 
the astounding sum of seven millions, five 
hundred thousand dollars alone from these 
newcomers. These settlers are of the very 
best blood in the country from which they 
come, and are invariably experienced tillers 
of the soil. T h e y are moving Nor th because 
they have large families of grown-up sons, 
and they want to find homes for them in a 
territory where land sells from ten to twenty-
five dollars per acre, in perference to that 
of their own states, which would cost them 
one hundred and fifty dollars. T h e increase 
of the American invasion in the West in 1909 
was 64 p . c ." 

In estimating the wealth which the Amer
icans are bringing into Canada, Mr. Walker 
states tha t he feels sure it is considerably 
above his figures, for most of the newcomers 
mention only a small proportion of what they 
really possess. As an instance of this asser
tion, he told of the presence in his office, a 
few days previous, of thir ty men who had 
displayed $50,000 among them with which 
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they were looking over certain districts with 
the object of purchasing farms. 

Another interesting point to which Mr. 
Walker drew our attention, was the sale of 
imported implements which, in binders alone 
in 1903, amounted to one million two hun
dred thousand dollars, and notwithstanding 
the rapid increase of the growth of the country 
with a proportionate increase of purchasers 
of such implements in 1908, they only 
amounted to eighty-five thousand dollars, 
but now that the Canadian manufacturers 
could not supply the demands for this year, 
the importations had increased since 1908 
to $129,000. 

While these figures were astounding to 
ponder over, they may be applied to all 
other requirements of the West, in this line, 
as may be judged by the importation of rakes, 
which in 1909 reached the sum of $247,-
521, which in 1908 was only $18,312. These 
statistics only give us an idea of the enormous 
business that has developed in Canada in 
the manufacture of agricultural implements. 

Mr. Walker also said that the manager 
of the Brantford Bolt & Screw Company 
had mentioned the fact to him that if his 
company had shipped to the West all the 
orders they received for these two small 
commodities during the spring of 1909, in 
one consignment, they would have filled 
a freight train of the Canadian Pacific 
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Railway, and as we have mentioned before 
this means anywhere from forty to fifty cars. 

I t is a country to dream about, to dream 
of what it will be in the future, with the great 
network of railways which will shortly cover 
it like a cobweb, of the hundreds of large 
and important cities, of the enormous trade 
between the provinces of the West alone, not 
to speak of the East, and what will be ex
changed between the Atlantic and the Paci
fic, of the millions of population inhabiting 
this almost limitless area, of the development 
of the coal fields, the fruit farms, the wheat 
prairies, the lumber belts, and the opening 
of the scenic beauties of the different local
ities. 

Such pictures never enter the mind of 
the Canadian in the East, but it does when 
he goes out West, and what is best about 
it all, is the fact that you do not want to run 
away from it, and you never misunderstand 
the Westerners. You believe all they say, 
for by the time you have spent twenty-
four hours in the West, you are begining to 
think as they do, and when you have stayed 
a little longer, you find yourself suffering 
from a worse attack of optimism than all those 
you have met, and, probably it is a good 
thing you have to return to the East, in 
order to cool off a bit, or, there might be an 
explosion somewhere. 

No better evidence of what we mean can 
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be given than in reproducing two prominently 
displayed signs we saw, one in Calgary and 
the other in Vancouver, The former read 
" There is no room for loafers in this hotel " 
and the other was in the office of a prominent 
railway man in Vancouver and read : 

" We stay up late, and early rise, 
Work like h—, and advertise." 

214 



1. Taking Visitors to view the Farmo near Virden. 

2. Sheep Ranch, Virden. 
3. Experimental Farm. Brandon. Man. 





CHAPTER XXIV 

" New Canada and the New Canadians " 

(Extract from " New Canada and the New Canadians " by 
Howard Angus Kennedy, published by Horace Marshall & Son, 
London, Eng., and Musson Book Co., Toronto.) 

By the kind consent of the author and 
publishers of the above named book, 
I am enabled to make use of the 
following extracts. I would recom
mend the reading of this book to all 
who are interested in the Canadian 
West. F C. 

" I entirely concur in the brief but express
ive description given to me by an English 
settler on the Assiniboine that the valley 
of the Red River, including a large portion 
belonging to its great affluent, is a " Para
dise of Fertility " . . . Indian corn, if pro
perly cultivated, and an early variety selected 
may always be relied on. The melon grows 
with the utmost luxuriance, without any 
artificial aid, and ripens perfectly before 
the end of August. Potatoes, cauliflowers 
and onions, I have not seen surpassed at 
any of our provincial fairs. . . The charac
ter of the soil in Assiniboia (now Manitoba) 
within the limits of the ancient (Lake Agas-
siz) lake ridges cannot be surpassed. It 
is a rich black mould, ten to twenty inches 
deep, reposing on a lightish colored alluvial 
clay about four feet deep, which again 
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rests on lacustrine or drift clay to the level 
of the water, in all the rivers and creeks 
inspected. As an agricultural country I have 
no hesitation in expressing the strongest 
conviction that it will one day rank amongst 
the most distinguished." (See page 22 S. J. 
Dawson.) 

" In the city of Winnipeg alone there are 
now over 3,000 Icelanders, and you could 
scarcely pick them out from the rest of the 
population. Now and then they let the 
world know who they are. Their annual 
festival in August commemorates the grant
ing of a constitution to Iceland by the 
Danish King in 1874 ; but the festival 
consists largely of the athletic sports familiar 
to us all. To be sure, there are speeches 
and choruses in Icelandic ; but these chant 
the praises of the new land, the ' foster-
home,' as well as the old." 

" T h e people are more than satisfied with 
their transplantation ; and with good reason. 
The winter is colder in Manitoba than in 
Iceland—which causes some surprise— but 
the summer is so much warmer and brighter 
as to put all comparison out of the question. 

"There is a charming belief that the 
breaking up of millions of acres of hard 
prairie has caused a perceptible increase 
of the warmth radiating from the soil, so 
that autumn lingers, staving off the advent 
of frost. Prosaic folk hold that farmers 
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have learnt to put in the seed earlier, and 
so avoid late ripening—that is all." 

" Dogmatic assertions that you can go 
on taking heavy wheat crops off the land 
year after year without exhausting the soil 
are not convincing, extraordinarily rich though 
that soil is. Many of the farmers themselves 
are becoming healthily sceptical on this 
point, and either alternate their wheat with 
timothy and other grasses or allow the land 
to recuperate in summer fallow every year 
or two, with the best possible results. One 
of the most experienced, the owner of a 
thousand-acre farm, tells me that he has 
reaped 40 bushels per acre on land thus 
rested, while an adjoining field, where the 
grain had simply been sown on the ploughed-
up stubble, only yielded half that quantity." 

" I t is a great mistake to imagine that all 
Manitoba is like the great flat treeless plain 
that the cursory visitor sees from a Can
adian Pacific Railway car. If you strike 
north from Winnipeg, you soon escape from 
the bareness of the ' bald-headed prairie ; ' 
and as far as you like to go you will find 
the Province well wooded and well watered. 
There are even a number of gently sloping 
hills, which neighbourly affection honours 
with the name of mountains. Nature here 
is not sensational. For cliffs and cataracts 
you sigh in vain. Yet the current of the 
Winnipeg River already supplies electricity 
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to work the tramways of the Capital 60 
miles away, and is capable of generating a 
million horsepower whenever it is wanted." 

" The charms of Manitoba are great, but, 
without any depreciation of her buxom matur
ity, I turned my face to the West in search 
of her younger sister. To the north-west, 
I should say, at first, for on this occasion I 
took the new route opened up by the Can
adian Northern Railway Company. For the 
first 250 miles the railway is still in the 
' Premier Prairie Province,' with Lake Mani
toba, Lake Dauphin and Lake Winnipegosis 
far away on the right, and the slopes of Riding 
Mountain on the left. The land is practically 
all good, but a large part of it is covered 
with scrubby poplar, and as long as there 
is plenty of open prairie to be had the new 
settler naturally lets the scrub land severely 
alone,—unless, that is, he is a Galician." 

" The next railway divisional point, called 
Humboldt, is in the heart of a district largely 
settled by German-Americans, who in their 
second or third year have each from 80 to 
100 acres under crop. South of Humboldt 
there is a settlement of Mennonites,. who 
may be described as German-Quakers from 
Russia, and some of these people at the 
end of two years work have 100 to 150 acres 
under crops." 

"There is only one class on the plains, 
and that is the working class. Here and 
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there you meet a gentleman of leisure, 
but he is called a tramp." 

" A friend says : ' I t makes one blush, 
as an Englishman,—the things done by 
fellows sent out often because they are 
unmanageable in England. The most useless 
men I ever saw were young fellows who were 
said to have had " the best education, " 
but were positive fools. They were so bull-
headed they would not learn, they would 
not buckle down to work, but lived out 
among themselves on their ranches in filthy 
shacks and came into town to drink. They 
really got lower than any other class in the 
country. Yet there was a great deal of 
good in these black sheep ; and many of 
them, after flinging away their money, were 
dragged out of the mire by the stern grip 
of necessity and driven along the road of 
hard work to a goal of brilliant success." 

" T h e American immigrants, as a whole, 
come in simply to make homes for them
selves and their children. Some of them, 
however, while they come in as farmers, 
and do their duty by the land, do so with 
the deliberate intention of selling out as 
soon as they can do so at a high enough 
profit. One of these men took a free quarter-
section, and brought a whole adjoining section 
from the Hudson's Bay Company for $2,624. 
or $4.10 per acre. Three years later, in 
1905, he sold this purchased section, includ-
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ing a $1,200 house, perhaps $400 worth of 
fences, and 200 acres under fall wheat, 
for $14,400, or $22.50 per acre. He then 
bought back the standing crop for a lump 
sum of $2,500 and threshed 7,000 bushels 
out of it, adding largely to his profit on the 
original sale. At last accounts he was ready 
to sell his 160 acres of homestead. Having 
' made his pile ' in this easy way, he will 
either try to double it by similar operations 
further afield or return to a life of modest 
but comfortable retirement in the United 
States." 

" I t was only in 1894 that the first Gali-
cians arrived, nine families in all. They 
sent home such good reports of the country 
that to-day there are about 75,000 of them 
thriving there." 

" One of the most interesting and progress
ive of the special groups to whom Central 
Alberta is indebted for its new population is 
that of the Scandinavians in ' New Norway ', 
but that is sixty-five miles south of Star, 
in the hinterland of Wetaskiwin on the Can
adian Pacific line running south from Ed
monton. You would hardly suppose from 
a pure Indian name like Wetaskiwin that 
you had arrived in a settlement of Norwe
gians." 

" I t seems really absurd to think of Ed
monton as a city, the fur-trading outpost 
in the wilderness. But in 1901 the town 
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had 2,626 inhabitants, and five years later 
that figure had risen to 11,167 ; while Strath
cona, on the south side of the river, contained 
another 2,921. To this day furs to the 
value of a million dollars (£200,000) every 
year pour into Edmonton from a multitude 
of outposts in the north, to be sorted and 
packed for the markets of the civilized 
world : but there is nothing furry or wild 
in the city's appearance. The Hudson's 
Bay Company itself is represented to the out
ward eye, not by a log fort, but by a large 
department store, with the wares of Regent 
Street or Westbourne Grove displayed in 
plate-glass windows. There are about a 
dozen banks, some of them very creditable 
to their architects and doing such an amount 
of business that they have had to establish 
a clearing house. There are at least half-
a-dozen churches—Methodist, Presbyterian, 
Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran, Roman Catho
lic—and probably more. There are good 
schools, one of which could hardly be critic
ized—unless by extreme economists—if reared 
in London and is at present used, after school 
hours, as a Parliament House by the Pro
vincial Legislature. There is positively a mun
icipal electric tramway at Edmonton—or 
will be before this book is many months old, 
as the contract for its construction has been 
signed *. The roads—well, the less said about 

* Now In full operation. 
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the roads the better, when you write about 
a Canadian town, but Edmonton is now 
paving its streets with wood blocks from 
British Columbia. There are other points 
on which western townsmen generally pre
serve a discreet silence ; but the Edmon-
tonians are so bent on avoiding the com
mon ailments of municipal infancy that 
before long I expect to see perfect drainage 
and water supply figuring in large type 
in the municipal advertisements." 

" T h e Far North ! If there is a spark of 
the adventurous in your nature it flames 
up when you turn your back on Edmonton, 
and look away to the north. WThat you 
see with your mortal eyes is merely a beautiful 
picture of river and meadow and woodland, 
but if you look beyond the visible you see 
an illimitable expanse of country where 
you might travel week after week, month 
after month, even year after year, always 
exploring and always discovering something 
new. There is a distant sound even about 
Athabaska Landing, but that is only the 
first little step of 100 miles on the northward 
trail. You would have to go another 400 
miles as the crow flies before quitting the 
Province of Alberta and launching out on 
the unorganized wilderness of Mackenzie 
Territory. On the Peace River, about 400 
miles north of Edmonton, you would find 
a fair sprinkling of settlers. Some, no doubt, 
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have taken land there as a speculation, and 
look year by year for the railway that is 
sure to follow sooner or later." 

" At Fort Vermilion on the Peace River, 
650 miles north of the United States, the 
Hudson's Bay Company has for years had 
a flour mill, grinding wheat grown on the 
spot." 

" I t is an undeniable fact that the arctic 
circle cuts right across Yukon Territory. I t 
is equally undeniable, however, and a good 
deal more upsetting to current beliefs as 
to the climate of Northern Canada, that 
in this very Territory, on the 63rd parallel 
of lattitude, or about as far north as Iceland 
and Archangel, wheat of the finest quality 
ripens without difficulty." 

" I have heard of an Englishman who 
complains that Canadians do a day and a 
half's work in a day." 

" As a capital city, Regina, like Edmonton 
and Winnipeg, has political importance ; 
but the Westerner is too busy establishing 
himself on his new farm to trouble much 
about politics." 

" T h e West is constantly surprising even 
those who know it best." 

" At Strasburg, about 50 miles north of 
Regina on a Canadian Pacific branch line, 
is a settlement formed almost exclusively 
of Germans direct from the Fatherland. 
This, like the rest of the German settlements, 
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is making excellent progress. On the same 
line, a little further east, in the Lipton dis
trict, is rather a curiosity in the shape of a 
Jewish agricultural colony. ' Very few of the 
Hebrew Immigrants of the past year ', says 
the chief immigration commissioner at Win
nipeg, ' have settled on land permanently, 
but persist in remaining in towns or peddling 
goods about the country.' " 

" T h e colony of Esterhazy, the first— 
born Hungarian settlement, is very pros
perous, with large herds of cattle." 

" A little log house and the humble inhab
itants form as pleasant a picture as anything 
I witnessed in the whole journey. The man 
and his wife were both French-Canadians, 
and their presence on that far northern 
plain was a hopefully significant fact. One 
of the most painful features in the history 
of Canada for the last 30 year has been the 
exodus of French-Canadians from the Prov
ince of Quebec. I t is believed that at least 
half a million of the two million French-
Canadians are now to be found under the 
Stars and Stripes, though you might find 
it hard to identify a Jean Baptiste Lajeu-
nesse and Dominique Lafortune under the 
new names of John Young and Washington 
Lucky. The greater number of these expa
triated French-Canadians are to be found in 
the New England States, where they have 
supplied the labour for the cotton mills 
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and shoe factories of many a Massachusetts 
town. There was also, however, a large 
French-Canadian emigration, less permanent 
in intention, to the American North-West, 
and specially to Illinois and Michigan. Thou
sands of the inhabitants were, and still are, 
expert lumbermen, spending their winters, 
even when they have farms of their own 
in the St. Lawrence Valley, cutting and 
drawing timber from the northern forests. 
Such men as these found a great and profit
able market for their labour in Michigan, 
a State which may indeed be said to have 
been transformed from forest to farmland 
by French-Canadian hands and axes. Hun
dreds, if not thousands of them are now 
being brought back into Canada, though 
not chiefly into their native Province, by 
the same economic force that is drawing 
northward hundreds of thousands of English-
speaking Americans. These Americanized 
French speak English perfectly, though most 
of them French as well, and their names 
are generally spelt in the old French, though 
pronounced in English fashion." 

" As for agriculture, few had any idea 
that crops would grow upon these (South 
Albertan) arid plains. The cattle-kings to 
whom great ranches had been leased by the 
Federal Government on easy terms were the 
undisputed and unenvied monarchs of the 
prairie. To-day the uninhabited prairies are 
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dotted with homesteads, villages and towns. 
The arid immensities of brown bunch-grass 
and grey sage-bush are chequered with yellow 
fields of wheat. The cowboy is a curiosity. 
The cattle-king has abdicated and the farmer 
reigns in his stead." 

" I t is in Japan that a good many South 
Albertans expect to find the great future 
market for their wheat. The Japanese are 
taking to wheat instead of rice ; and the 
Americans have been supplying what they 
want in enormous quantities. Owing to 
the treatment of their fellow-countrymen 
in California, and to their cordial relations 
with the United Kingdom, the Japanese 
would naturally prefer to get their supplies 
from Canada. Unfortunately the only Can
adian wheat-growers near enough to the 
Pacific sea-board to compete with the Amer
icans have barely begun to develop their 
land, and their trans-Pacific trade is still 
but trifling in amount." 

" T h e famous Cochrane ranch near Mac-
leod, with its lordly domain of 66,000 acres, 
has been bought by a Mormon syndicate 
for subdivision into farms at a price ($6., 
or 25s., per acre) five times what Senator Coch
rane paid for the land twenty years ago; and 
when I visited the place, I met two gentlemen, 
one English and the other Irish, who had just 
bought the remaining live-stock, about 10,000 
heads, for a matter of $250,000 (£50,000). 
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The Doukhobor Woman 

(By Jean Blewett in " Collier's Weekly," and used by permission.) 

" T H E D O U K H O B O R woman is no Venus. A 
long while ago she acquired the habi t of 
working, and, theorists to the contrary, 
hard , incessant work does not tend toward 
beauty of face or form. 

" T a k i n g her place at the plow when the 
first furrow is turned in the spring, planting, 
hoeing, making hay, harvesting the grain, 
threshing and grinding the same, doing 
the whole year round a man 's work, has 
given her the figure of a man. She has 
muscles instead of curves; there is no round
ness or softness visible. T h e sun has burned 
her face brown and her eyelashes white. 
Her hands and arms are the hands and arms 
of a working man. Bu t her life in the open 
has done this for her, it has given her a 
dignity of carriage and a s trength and whole-
someness more pleasing than mere beauty. 

" The Community Life 

" Her dress is peculiar—she is a peculiar 
person. She wears an exceedingly full skirt. 
Indeed, when you first see her you wonder 
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why Peter Veregin, with his rigid ideas 
of economy, does not order a style of garment 
which will not call for a double quantity 
of material. With this goes a jacket tied 
in at the waist with an apron, which, like 
everything else about the Doukhobor woman, 
is of generous proper tions. On her feet are 
heavy shoes, and on her head the unfailing 
white covering, which is nothing more or 
less than a square of cotton folded once and 
tied under the chin. 

" T h e houses open on to a common court 
or dooryard, and in this the children are put 
to play and the bedding to air. Here in 
the evening the women gather with their 
embroidery frames to catch the last glimpse 
of sunlight for their work—pretty work it is 
and begininng to find a ready market. The 
hands holding the needle are coarse and hard 
from labor, but the flower and leaf which 
they bring out on the linen are dainty and 
exquisite as any lady of the land could do. 

" What the hearth is to the family circle 
the court is to the community circle, a 
common meeting-place for those who will 
sit silent and those who will talk. You 
notice this, it is the old who do the gossip
ing, the young who do the laughing. The 
middle-aged Doukhobor, to quote the little 
Galician girl at the post, * is of a sour face 
and still tongue.' 

" At the upper end of the court is the store, 
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with its varied stock of merchandise ; at 
the lower end the bath-house, which is at 
once the village sanitarium and its pride. 
Here go the Doukhobors for a general clean
ing up each Saturday evening. The fire 
on this altar of cleanliness never goes out. 
If a man falls ill, instead of having a doctor 
he has a bath. If a child is taken with croup, 
measles, whooping-cough, or any of these 
ailments, that child is rushed to the bath. 
Let a woman show the first symptoms of 
headache, backache, or nerves, and she is 
given a course, short but efficacious, in the 
' health-house.' 

" The place boasts a brick stove out of all 
proportion to its size, a stone bath, and a 
sweating-room. A great place for the cur
ing of fevers contracted while working on 
the railway or in the woods, the rheumatism 
of the ditches, bronchial affections, any and 
all the diseases which show themselves. 

" The houses, which run down each side of 
the street, are cleanly, comfortless places, 
as free from decoration as the women who 
preside over them. A place to eat in and 
sleep in, this is what the Doukhobor house 
is, and all it is. The fireplace, with its big 
oven, fills one end ; the table the other, and 
along the wall runs a wide bench. 

" The Luxury of Scrubbing 

" I t is to be wondered at that these hard-
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working folk do not have some comforts 
in the home. A wise and sympathetic man 
who has done a great deal for them, and who 
has their confidence, said as much to them 
of late. They answered with a superior 
air that life was not made for comforts and 
ease-taking, but for work, much work. The 
bed is made upon the bench by the wall, 
and in the morning the housewife carries 
the mattress, quilts, and coverlets out of 
doors and spreads them on a structure 
built for the purpose. Thus is a double 
purpose served ; the bedding is aired in hygie
nic fashion, and the house is left free to the 
spinning of carded wool or the weaving of 
gorgeous rugs, or some of the other industries, 
which go on with unflagging zeal. After 
being with her, I know the Doukhobor 
woman's idea of heaven—a place where 
she will have a long stretch of golden street 
to scrub to her heart's content. I t is her 
one luxury, scrubbing, and she never stints 
herself. 

" She does not bother her head with cook
book or recipe. Her meals are like herself, 
substantial and wholesome. No flesh of 
fowl or beast, though prairie hens rear their 
broods on the outskirts of the village street, 
and, as for the wild ducks, no sooner is the 
song of the gun heard in the land than 
instinct prompts them to seek the ponds 
and creeks of the Doukhobor. Here, liter-
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ally, none dare molest or make afraid—as 
more than one sportsman finds to his cost. 
The waters, black with teal, mallard, blue-
bill, and red-head, offer a great temptation. 
He steals a shot, maybe two, but before 
he has time to gather up the spoil, the avenger 
is upon him. If he is descreet he stands not 
on the order of his going. 

" Infuriated Amazons 

" They are no respecter of persons. The 
story goes that a certain man, who was 
poobah of the place in the hollow of his hand, 
went forth one fair September morning 
to shoot in the Doukhobor grounds. Sud
denly there came bearing down upon him a 
couple of stalwart women. The Doukhobor 
women did not care who or what he was. 
He had broken one of their laws, violated 
a tenet of their faith. They took his ducks 
away, they threw him and his gun in the 
pond. When he had choked and spluttered 
till purple in the face, they pulled him out, 
put him in his rig, gave him the lines, and 
started the horse off on a galop. 

" ' Wrhy didn't you put up a fight ? ' a 
friend asked him later. ' I wouldn't have 
taken that from any two women under the 
sun.' 

" ' Women,' sighed the poobah, his pride 
all gone ; ' they weren't women—amazons, 
amazons, that's what they were.' 
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" The Doukhobor woman's house is home
made, so is her furniture. She puts her 
heavy plates on the bare board, and beside 
them wooden spoons carved by the lads 
of the village. She serves porridge made 
of wheat grown on their own land, ground 
in their own mill, and a big blue pitcher 
of milk from their own cows. There is a 
basin of potatoes, a platter of eggs, another 
of bread cut from the immense brown loaves 
which only the Doukhobor women know the 
secret of : and for a luxury there is tea— 
but only as a luxury. 

We eat not to pleasure in food, but to 
make strong,' says the Doukhobor woman. 

" 'Meat is strengthening,' you tell her. 
" 'Maybe, maybe,' she makes answer, 

with that slow, superior smile of hers ; ' but 
we keep from tire long time. People who 
eat the flesh of bulls and heifers they tire 
more soon than Doukhobor. Yes, yes, the 
boss man who build railroad track he tell 
you so, too. I t is not meat that makes one 
keep the strong arm and young face ; it is 
the wind and sun and being among ground 
new plowed. Yes, yes, I think.' 

" The Austerity of Romance 

" The Doukhobor woman is eligible to mem
bership in the council, which is a parliament 
of the people for the people This council 
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is the beginning and the ending of all that 
pertains to law and order in the community. 
I t determines questions, judges cases, settles 
disputes, adjusts wrongs. Its findings are 
final. 

" I t was Peter Veregin who assigned to 
woman a place in this important body. 
' Our women work as hard for the community 
as we do, are equally interested in its welfare 
and prosperity. Why should they not have 
a voice in the council ? ' 

" There is no romance in the life of a Douk
hobor woman. From a sturdy child with drab-
colored braids and a solemn face, she grows 
into a woman. The braids, still drab, are done 
round her head, and she is no whit less solemn. 
One day young Joseph, finding himself in 
need of a helpmate—which means a willing 
worker—takes her to his house. She is 
his woman. He does not bind himself to 
cherish and protect, she makes no contract 
to love and obey. In fact, there is no cere
mony in connection with the mating. They 
know nothing about affinity, and, as for 
marriages being made in heaven, the self-
sufficient Doukhobor would think it a reflec
tion on his judgment and the woman an in
fringement on her rights, so to speak. 

" If you were to ask them if they loved 
each other they would answer vaguely that 
to love all people was good. That state 
of mind or emotions which we call ' falling 
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in love,' with the acute joys and jealousies 
which accompany it, is to them apparently 
an unknown quantity. There may be a 
faint partiality in some direction, but it is 
a case of— 

' Love me little, love me long,' 

if it is love at all. They are willing to 
become partners, but as for the glow and 
gladness, the melting glance and the wild 
heart-beat, these form no part or parcel of 
a Doukhobor mating. 

" Her Maternal Patriotism 

" Faithfulness, which means much in any 
union, means more perhaps in this one con
summated without the sanction of the law 
of the land. There is this to be said, cases 
of desertion are exceedingly rare. 

" If he has not enough of sentiment, tem
perament, call it what you will, to love his 
own woman to distraction, he is not apt to 
fall into the snare of loving some other 
woman. And so with his helpmate. She 
keeps the even tenor of her way, cooks his 
meals, nurses the children which come to 
the home, works late and early. Happy ? 
Oh, well, happiness is a thing of compari
son. If it were not Joseph it would be some 
other, since to mate with a man and bear 
children is a part of her duty to the commu
nity. 
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" Rome in her mightiest days did not mean 
more to the Roman matron than the com
munity means to the faithful, if unlettered 
Doukhobor woman." 
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C H A P T E R X X V I 

Growth of Western Canada 

I N CONVERSATION with a representative of 
" Canada , " Mr . Vere Brown, Chief Inspector 
of the Canadian Bank of Commerce, gave 
some interesting instances of the growth 
of Western Canada. 

" T e n years ago," said Mr. Brown, " Win
nipeg, was the only point in the Prairie 
Provinces at which this bank had a branch, 
while to-day, of our 217 branches, ninety-
six are in Mani toba , Saskatchewan, and 
Alberta. This might appear too great a 
measure of expansion, but the settlement 
of the country has rendered necessary an 
extraordinary increase in the number of 
branches of the Canadian banks. T h e fact 
is tha t the banks have difficulty in keeping 
pace with the development of the country. 
I t is not a question of finding openings for 
branches, bu t of finding efficiently trained 
officers to man them. 

" T h e building of railroads has proceeded 
a t an enormous rate , as is evidenced by 
the issues of Canadian railway securities 
in the London market , but as far as the 
North-western Provinces are concerned the 
experience of the railroads has been similar 
to tha t of the banks—they have been under 
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pressure to keep pace with the requirements 
of the country. In many parts of the West 
the building of branch lines of railway has 
been behind rather than ahead of the settle
ment of the land. 

" A s to the openings for employment in 
Canada, Mr. Brown said there is no doubt 
that good artisans can command employ
ment there. There are plenty of oppor
tunities, too, for young clerks of good capa
bilities, though the office man of thirty 
years and upwards would probably experience 
difficulty in finding an opening unless he 
possessed qualifications much above the aver
age. There is a great demand everywhere 
for domestic servants, and the wages for 
this class of help are high. For the ener
getic young farmer, however, Western Canada 
—and, indeed, many parts of Eastern Canada 
—offers great promise. The man fitted to 
go on the land could scarcely fail to do well." 

In reply to a question regarding the move
ment in real estate values, Mr. Brown said : 
" I have no hesitation in saying that, taking 
the country as a whole, the situation as to 
real estate values is quite a healty one— 
rather remarkably so, having regard to the 
rapidity of the country's development and 
the great prosperity it has been enjoying. 
There is no extended speculation in urban 
real estate. For example, in Toronto, which 
now has a population of 350,000, the price 
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of property in the best residential districts 
is from $75 to $100 a foot frontage. $150 
a foot frontage is about the highest price 
known for a choice property, whereas in 
the other near-by American city of Buffalo, 
with a population only about 25 per cent, 
greater, as much as $300 a foot has been 
paid for property on the best residential 
street. In Winnipeg a financial institution 
ten or twelve years ago paid about $40,000 
for 52 feet on the Main street. Three years 
ago it paid $70,000 for 26 feet adjoining 
on the north, while a few months ago it had 
to pay $100,000 for 26 feet adjoining on the 
south—i. e., nearly $4,000 afoot. This fairly 
indicates the prevailing prices of the best 
central property there. They are regarded 
by many as too high, but when compared 
with values in Western American cities, 
such as Minneapolis, St. Paul, Seattle, Port
land, etc., they are not remarkable, con
sidering the great future which Winnipeg 
undoubtedly has. In one or two of the 
most advertised Western cities there has 
probably been some inflation, but it is 
mainly in connection with suburban build
ing lots, and in any case the bearing of the 
matter is purely local. 

" T h e banks in Canada do not lend on 
real estate, and the land mortgage companies 
only lend on central property to the extent 
of 50 per cent, of the valuation, so that 
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there is not much ammunition for any 
extended campaign of real estate speculation. 
I believe it is the opinion of bankers gener
ally that the value of business property 
in most of the Western cities is too high, 
but whether they are or not depends upon 
how rapidly the settlement of the Western 
Provinces is effected, and it is a question 
whether this is not going to greatly exceed 
the anticipations of all but the most opti
mistic. The immigration to Canada last year 
was in the neighbourhood of 250,000, includ
ing a large propertion of well-to-do Western 
American farmers. This year it is expected 
to exceed 300,000, and, with the cheap 
agricultural lands in the United States pretty 
well all taken, it is not difficult to imagine 
the movement of European emigration being 
concentrated on Canada until these figures 
are increased to 500,000 or 600,000, or more, 
in a very few years. What this would 
mean to a country which now has a population 
of only seven or eight millions in all, it is 
difficult for anyone to properly appreciate. 

" T h e Canadian investment field is at 
present in high favour with British capital, 
and it is, of course, of the utmost importance 
to us that this should continue to be so. 
There is, however, the danger that the 
existing conditions may render possible some 
undesirable flotations. The financial interests 
in Canada are deeply concerned to see the 
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British investor discriminate wisely in making 
his Canadian investments, and " Canada" 
ought to lose no opportunity of pointing out 
that through the London office of the Ca
nadian banks it is at all times possible to 
obtain trustworthy information regarding 
Canadian securities. As far as this bank is 
concerned, we are always pleased to answer 
any enquiries from contemplating investors. 
Persons living out of London could have their 
own bankers write our London office for the 
required information. 

"Mr . Brown also spoke of the great work 
which was being done for Canada by the 
Canadian Pacific Railway in the develop
ment of irrigated lands for a distance 
over 300 miles in the district between Calgary 
and Medicine Hat, covering an area of over 
300,000 acres. This portion of the Province 
of Alberta is likely to become densely popu
lated with specially selected settlers holding 
80 or 100 acres each." 

From " Canada " Jan. 15th 1910. 

" The particulars of the project formed by 
the Canadian Pacific Railway Company of 
establishing settlers on ' ready-made ' farms 
on the irrigated lands of the company in 
Southern Alberta were fully set forth in a 
paper entitled ' Irrigation in Its Relation 
to Agriculture and Colonization,' read at 
the Royal Colonial Institute by Mr. C. W. 
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Peterson, General Manager of the Canadian 
Pacific Irrigation Colonization Company. 

"Mr . Peterson, at the outset, insisted on 
the importance of irrigation, both from an 
economic and an imperial standpoint, giving 
it as his opinion that the ' general extension 
of irrigation in all the more important 
colonies of the Empire, with one or two 
possible exceptions, would be the means 
of creating an additional volume of national 
wealth, and, what is more important, pros
perous homes, beyond the wildest dreams 
of the most sanguine Imperialist.' He noted 
with satisfaction the growing interest that 
was being taken throughout the Colonies 
in this subject, and passed on to a rapid 
sketch of the practice of irrigation in the 
history of the world, adding the significant 
comment that ' even to-day seven-eighths 
of the entire food supply of the world is pro
duced on irrigated lands.' 

" T h e speaker declared that, while this 
process should be regarded as agricultural 
art of very wide application, its prominent 
association with the task of desert reclama
tion had blinded the public eye to its value 
for regions where such reclamation was not 
an issue. I t was not, he pointed out, merely 
a recourse to ensure the safety of the crop, 
but had been found in practice to profitably 
push both growth and production, even 
where the natural moisture seemed ample. 
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" I t is now an accepted theory," he added, 
" amongst soil chemists that the richest 
lands of the continent of America lie in the 
vicinity of the 100th meridian, where the 
rainfall is lowest. 

" The origin of the project. 
" It was then explained that, having in view 

the possibilities of the small farm under 
irrigation, and with a realization of the 
expediency of a stronger effort towards 
directing British immigration to Canada than 
that exerted in connection with the move
ment of people from other countries, the 
broad lines of an agricultural holdings plan 
were formulated, which it was expected 
would produce the desired result. ' The 
determining factor in respect to this new 
policy,' said the speaker, ' was the signifi
cant information brought to light in con
nection with the administration of the Small 
Holdings Act of 1907. I t was learned that, 
although this legislation had only been in 
force for two years the enormous number 
of applications received thereunder, some 
23,000, indicated an unmistakable tendency 
on the part of the people of Great Britain 
to ' return to the land.' When it is further 
considered that out of this enormous volume 
of applications it has only been possible to 
satisfy 1,500 ; furthermore, that only one-
third of the number, or 500, have actually 
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obtained possession of their land up to date, 
it was realized that there is a crying need 
to be supplied, and that a large number of 
people, now struggling for a bare existence, 
could be returned to the land, and in a few 
years become proprietors, and carve out for 
themselves and their children a future that 
would necessarily be vastly brighter than 
anything they could legitimately hope for 
at home. 

" The project in detail. 
" The basic principle of the project is to 

' help the people to help themselves,' and 
the class of colonists whom the company 
will endeavour to interest is one that gives 
reasonable promise of being successful and 
independent, with which end in view the 
conditions and restrictions surrounding the 
scheme are to be designated. The com
pany also believes in the small farm, and 
for that reason the holdings will be limited 
to from 80 to 100 acres of irrigable land, 
or 160 acres of non-irrigated lands, situated 
in the more humid belt of the West. An 
important point mentioned is that, to make 
the colonist almost immediately revenue 
producing, it will be the aim of the company 
to break up a portion of each holding, probably 
from 40 to 60 acres, the year prior to his going 
into occupation, so that there may be a 
crop available a few months after he has 
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taken possession. This crop ought to pro
vide a cash income during the first season, 
varying from £100 to £250, according to 
the season and the state of the grain market. 

" I t is the company's intention to settle 
such colonist in units, up to sixteen families, 
as it does not believe in unwieldy settlements, 
an arrangement which will allow of adequate 
social and educational facilities. 

" M r . Peterson further pointed out that 
the interest of the company in these trans
actions does not cease with the final purchase 
of a parcel of land, for the colonist will, 
under the provisions of the project, become, 
in a sense, ' a ward of the company,' whose 
object it will be to ensure the success of each 
individual settler by every means in its power. 
With this idea a staff of lecturers and experts 
will be at the disposal of those unfamiliar 
with the handling of water, and at central 
points farms will be operated to demonstrate 
the possibilities of the irrigated tract ; in 
short, everything will be done ' consistent 
with the development of individual enter
prise, without which no scheme of assisted 
settlement can hope to meet with complete 
success '. The project is practically an invi
tation to approved colonists with agricul
tural experience to go into partnership with 
the company, and a ' decided preference 
will be given to married men with families ', 
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care being also taken to eliminate, as far as 
possible, the incident of failure. 

" The prices at which the company's lands 
are at present disposed of vary from £3 
to £8 per acre. I t would perhaps be safe 
to estimate the land value of the average 
holding at from £600 to £750. I t is esti
mated that the cost of erecting the necessary 
buildings, placing other improvements on 
the land, breaking, seed, etc., will amount 
to about £500. To this extent the company 
proposes to bear the entire financial burden 
on a ten-year repayment plan. 

" The settler's own capital might advan
tageously be expended as follows:—For the 
purchase of the necessary live stock, £100 ; 
for furniture, household expenses, and horse 
feed, about £25 ; one-half the total cost of 
implements (the balance being repayable 
to the dealer at a future date), another 
£50 ; transportation to Canada, about £25 ; 
or a total of £200. The colonist with £200, 
or over, would, according to the above 
estimate, be starting under the most favour
able auspices. If a settler had grown-up 
children who could assist in the farm work, 
and were willing to work out for wages part 
of the time during the first year or two, a 
somewhat smaller capital would suffice." 
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Victoria and Vancouver Island 
<Wm. Blaynay in " Canada.") 

" TWENTY of the principal towns on the 
Island have banded themselves into a society 
called the Vancouver Island Development 
League, to co-operate in the work of publish
ing abroad the advantages and opportunities 
which the island offers to the settler. These 
advantages and opportunities are best enum
erated in the words of the League: ' Fruit 
and vegetable growing, poultry raising, mixed 
farming, flower culture, bee-keeping, timber, 
pulp wood, coal, iron, marble, gold, copper, 
building stone, fire and brick clay, cement, 
quicksilver, salmon, herring, cod and halibut 
fisheries, sealing industry, deep-sea harbours, 
Government land, cheap electric power, water 
power, manufactures, railroad building, ship
building, the most equable climate in the 
world, unequalled living conditions, hunting 
and fishing, splendid roads, fine schools, 
law and order, the grandest and most varied 
scenery, the geographical command of trans-
Pacific commerce, and the assembled essen
tials of manufacturing greatness.' Surely 
there are very few islands of 15,000 square 
miles (about twice the size of Wales), either 
within the British Empire or without it, 
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that can boast of so many natural resources 
and attractive features. Anything cultivated 
in Great Britain will grow and flourish equal
ly as well in Vancouver Island, and all do
mestic animals thrive and can be profitably 
' raised ' there. 

" Vegetables, in some cases, grow to enor
mous proportions in the virgin soil. Mr. 
Ernest McGaffey, Secretary of the Victoria 
Branch of the Development League, had 
occasion to visit the small town of Duncan's, 
some forty miles from the capital, and was 
invited to dine with one of the most prominent 
farmers there. ' Do you like carrots, Mr. 
McGaffey ? ' asked his host. ' Why, sure," 
was the reply. 4 Here, boy,' called the 
farmer to one of his employees, ' go and 
fetch a carrot from the field.' A few 
minutes later the boy returned, carrying 
on his back a carrot of gigantic size. This 
he placed on the ground, and with an axe 
cut off a small portion, sufficient for the wants 
of the household and its guest for the meal, 
and carried it to the kitchen. 

" Big vegetables of this description are 
not, however, the exception in British Colum
bia they are the rule. Mr. McConnell, editor 
of the Vancouver Saturday Sunset, told me 
that he had recently purchased a quantity 
of potatoes grown in the Similkameen Valley, 
the majority of which were so large that 
it was necessary to cook only one for each 
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dinner for his household of four or five people. 
I myself saw pumpkins weighing half a 
cwt., swedes of larger size than I have 
ever seen in Great Britain, and potatoes 
weighing 2, 3, and 4 lbs. each, all grown 
in the Chiliwack Valley. The two valleys 
I have mentioned are, of course, on the main
land, but this makes no difference. The 
same vegetables will grow to the same pro
portions and with the same excellent flavour 
equally as well on Vancouver Island. 

" Whilst on the subject of vegetables, 
it is interesting to note that the Victoria 
Fruit Growers' Exchange, which by no means 
includes all the growers on the island, last 
season handled 1,000 boxes of tomatoes, 
200 boxes of peas, and 1,000 sacks of potatoes, 
besides large quantities of asparagus, carrots, 
squash, corn (Indian), turnips, citrons, cucum
bers, beans, radishes, lettuce, onions, etc. 

"Turning from vegetables to fruit, the 
Exchanges handled 480,000 boxes of straw
berries, 24,000 boxes of currants, 2,000 crates 
of cherries, 4,300 crates of prunes, 24,000 
boxes of loganberries, 14,400 boxes of goose
berries, 3,000 crates of plums, 20,000 boxes 
of apples, 1,000 crates of rhubarb, and 1,000 
boxes of pears. From this it will be seen 
that strawberry culture forms one of the 
most important branches of fruit growing ; 
it is destined to increase to a distinctly 

249 



CANADA S WEST AND FARTHER WEST 

large and profitable industry, by reason of 
size and delicious flavor of the berries. 

"Much attention is also being paid to the 
cultivation of bulbs and flowers as profitable 
industries, and bee-keeping has met with 
considerable success. The Island is parti
cularly suitable for poultry-raising, and farm
ers have no difficulty in making each bird 
return an average profit of $2 a year." 

" Okanagan Valley. 

" The fruit lands in many instances lie on 
the sides of hills sloping down to valley 
or river at all kind of angles. Some of these 
slopes are so steep that one can almost 
credit the story, current in the West, of a 
party of tourists who while making a boating 
trip on one of the lakes, were suddenly 
startled by a great splash in the water ahead 
of them. On rowing up to the spot, a man's 
head appeared above the surface, and a 
voice exclaimed, ' This is the third time I've 
tumbled out of that durned orchard to-day ! ' 

" T h e views to be obtained in the valleys 
of British Columbia are exceedingly striking. 
One may stand among a patch of fruit 
trees—awaiting but the rise of the sap to 
put forth blossom and leaf—and look over 
the ground sloping from one's feet down 
to a magnificent stretch of water, glittering 
in the bright winter sunlight, or reflecting 
the foreshore of the opposite bank. Here 
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again run rows upon rows of fruit trees, behind 
which rise the eternal hills, their growth 
of fir and other coniferous trees adding 
to the majesty of their outlines. I found 
some of the most interesting views in the 
' bench land ' of the Okanagan Valley. 
Here one may trace with the eye the banks 
of prehistoric highwater marks, falling away 
like steps to the present level of the lake 
which has given the valley its name. The 
water, as it receded from each " bench,' 
left behind a deposit of rich alluvial earth, 
which has won for British Columbia in gen
eral, and the Okanagan Valley in particular 
the fame of being one of the best fruit-growing 
countries in the world. 

" Earl Grey, whose ability to sum up 
a situation happily and correctly is well 
known and appreciated here, paid a great 
tribute to the industry of fruit-growing in 
this Province during his tour two years 
ago. This has often been quoted, but it 
so truly fits the case that I venture to give 
it again. Said his Excellency:— ' Fruit-grow
ing in your Province has acquired the dis
tinction of being a beautiful art as well as 
a most profitable industry. After a maxi
mum wait of five years, I understand the 
settler may look forward with reasonable 
certainty to a net income of from $100. 
to $150. per acre, after all expenses of cul
tivation have been paid.' 
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" Here is a state of things which appears 
to offer the opportunity of living under 
such ideal conditions as struggling humanity 
has only succeeded in reaching in one or 
two of the most favoured spots upon the 
earth. There are thousands of families living 
in England to-day, families of refinement, 
culture, and distinction, who would be only 
too glad to come out and occupy a log hut 
on five acres of a pear or apples orchard 
in full bearing, if they could do so at a 
reasonable cost. 

" T h e fruits which do well are principally 
apples, pears, plums, prunes, cherries, straw
berries, raspberries, blackberries, and goose
berries, while such tender varieties as grapes 
and peaches are grown successfully in the 
more sheltered and southernmost district. 

" Now as to the question of cost of lands 
and length of time before the new grower 
is assured an income. ' Unimproved ' fruit 
lands—by which is meant the land in its 
natural state, uncleared of timber, and, 
in some instances, stones and rock— is pur
chasable, usually on easy terms, at from 
$75 (£15) to $125 (£25) per acre. Improved 
and irrigated lands are, of course, more in 
proportion. When the trees of an orchard 
have reached maturity, the profits attached 
to a crop of fruit are said to range between 
$500 (£100) and $1,000 (£200) per acre ; 
but these prices, of course, must necessarily 
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depend upon a variety of happy circum
stances ." 

" T h e following s ta tement as to the cost 
of setting out twenty acres of apple trees 
was furnished to me from an official source :— 

" T w e n t y acres (irrigated) 
a t $150 per acre. . $3,000 00 

Fencing 200 00 
Prepar ing land 250 00 
Trees (968), a t 25 cents 

each 242 00 
Freight , etc 22 00 
Setting out trees, a t 8 

cents each 77 44 

$3,689 44 

" T h e cost of cultivation, including prun
ing, spraying, irrigation, etc., after the first 
year, will amount to about $37 per acre 
per annum. Root crops and small fruits, 
planted between the trees for the first year 
or two, and red clover up to the fifth year, 
should more than pay for the trees ; but 
many fruit-growers deprecate this practice, 
preferring to devote the whole strength 
of the soil to the young trees. T h e fourth 
year the trees should produce some fruit— 
probably $100 worth. T h e cost of mainte
nance for five years, with the original cost 
and interest, would amount to $7,296.14, 
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or $364.80 per acre, less the value of fruit 
produced. In the sixth year the orchard 
should produce $850 worth of fruit, in the 
seventh $3,200, and in the ninth $5,800, 
after which it should pay a net annual 
profit of $125 to $150 per acre—an assured 
income of $2,500 to $3,000 a year. 

" In the case of smaller fruit, strawberries, 
I am told, realise a clear profit of from 
$400 to $500 per acre, when they can be 
gathered and packed for the market ; but 
I was also told of instances where they were 
grown at a loss, although the crop was 
plentiful, because no one could be hired to 
help to pick them." 

Nelson, B. C. 

" Some people like to call Nelson the 
' Granite City ' ; others, who think it the 
best-lighted city in British Columbia, term 
it the ' Electric City.' Nelson, with its 
population of 7,000, owes its prosperity, 
its advancement, its well-being, its very 
existence, to three industries— mining, lum
bering, and fruit-growing; though apparent
ly, only one of these —-mining— finds a 
place in the official seal of the Corporation 
of the City of Nelson. I t is named in honour 
of a former Lieutenant-Governor of British 
Columbia, and is built on the side of a Moun
tain overlooking the west arm of Kootenay 
Lake. 
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NELSON, B. C 

" Nothing can surpass the scenic beauty 
of its situation. Mountains tower above 
the city on all sides, while at its foot lies the 
calm blue water of a beautiful lake. So 
completely is the city imprisoned by the 
mountains that it is next to impossible for 
a would-be criminal to get away undetected 
from the immediate neighborhood. The 
Board of Trade, in whose office, which 
is nothing more than a wooden bungalow, 
I noticed a long shelf loaded with silver 
cups, silver trophies, and other prizes, to 
the value of many hundreds of dollars, 
with nothing between them and a would-be 
thief but the glass in the windows and a 
door whose lock could be easily opened 
with the aid of a bit of wire, A chance 
remark on the evident security of unpro
tected property in Nelson, and my surprise 
at seeing so much valuable silver ware in 
such an unsafe, unguarded position, led to 
the reply that ' they were all perfectly safe, 
and even if they were stolen, the thief could 
never get away from Nelson without being 
caught. Subsequent investigation of the 
city s position proved the correctness of 
the statement. There are only three ways 
out of the place : by the railway, by the lake, 
or over the mountains. The first two are 
easily watched, the third is impossible.' 
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" Local industries. 
" When in Nelson, it is possible to live 

in a house of local granite and marble, or in 
one constructed of locally grown lumber 
turned out of the local saw-mills ready 
for the carpenter ; it is possible to sleep 
on a mattress placed on a spring frame both 
of which were made at a local factory ; it 
is possible to eat jam made at a local factory 
from locally grown fruit, and to smoke 
locally made cigars manufactured from British 
Columbian tobacco ; it is possible to drink 
beer brewed at the local brewery from British 
Columbian hops and Albertan barley ; it 
it possible to warm your house with stoves, 
furnaces, or grates made at the local iron-
foundries ; it is possible to go out on the lake 
in a steamer, launch, motor-boat, row-boat, 
yacht, house-boat, or canoe, each one of 
which has been built on the spo t.' 

" T h e hotel accommodation at Nelson is 
excellent, and far superior to that of many 
Canadian towns of larger size. The Can
adian Pacific Railway station is also a model 
of excellence in every way. In addition 
to the Canadian Pacific Railway, the city 
has the benefit of a branch line of the Great 
Northern running in from the States." 
" Nelson's climate. 

" Nelson is able—truthfully, I believe— 
to boast of its climate. I t has no extremes : 

256 



NELSON, B. C. 

excessive summer heat is tempered by cool 
breezes from the lakes, and during the winter 
its mountains protect it from cold, frost-
laden winds. A street railway will be in 
operation in the city before many months 
have passed, although its usefulness will 
of necessity be confined to certain thor
oughfares more or less adapted to this 
form of transportation. Abundant power 
for all purposes is supplied by the mun
icipality from its hydro-electrical plant at 
Bonnington Falls, on the Kootenay River, 
nine miles away, where provision is made 
for greater development as it is required. 

" The visitor to Nelson is almost unable 
to realise, until the matter has been explained 
to him, the difficulty which has been encount
ered and successfully surmounted in build
ing up such a charming city on the side of a 
mountain. In Nelson the task has been 
no mean one. Creeks 30 feet deep have 
been filled in, mountain torrents curbed 
or diverted, retaining walls 30 feet in height 
built, hills and rocks planed down and 
whole streets excavated out of solid rock 
20 feet in depth. There is now very little 
indication in the neat, orderly, well-kept 
appearance of the city and its streets and 
walks of these almost herculean under
takings. Building operations are continually 
proceeding, and the city is being built up in 
handsome substantial style, granite and mar-
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ble being used in the construction of all the 
larger buildings. In addition to its local 
resources, the city is the business and judicial 
centre of the Kootenay district, and branches 
of several of the more important banks 
have been established in the city. 

" A further recommendation of Nelson 
as a place of residence is the fact that excellent 
fishing is obtainable in the district, while the 
sportsman who finds his chief enjoyment 
behind dog and gun can bring home large 
bags of small game from the slopes of the hills 
surrounding the city." 
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