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A third reason for McGee's ever dwelling on such civic
virtues as loyally before an Irish audience was his particular
anxiety to work out in Canada a strong moral argument
for Great Britain giving just and generous treatment to
his native land. He telt Canada offered Irishmen the fairest
field in the world, therefore it was possible for them thete
to show, by the exercise of those virtues upon which the wel-
fare of society mainly depended, that if the condition of their
brethren across the Atlantic was an unhappy one, if Ireland
lagged behind the rest of the world in respect for law and
order, in education and in prosperity, the fault did not rest
with the Irish race, but with the unfortunate circumstances
of its past history and the injustice under which it still
suffered. If just treatment produced loyalty in Canada it
was the sttongest argument that could be offered for just
treatment in Ireland. Besides, McGee was ever solicitous
to build up the Irish race, politically, intellectually,
educationally, and morally, in Canada. He did not wish
them to shun their civic responsibilities as some had done
in the United States. There, either through a feeling of
exile and of being mere sojourners in the land while their
thoughts and works were all with the old home land, or
through their inexperience of the greater responsibilities
thrust upon the individual citizen and his political conscience
by the more highly developed democratic form of govern-
ment, many Irishmen in his day had not measured up suc-
cessfully to their opportunity. In Canada he would ward
off all such dangers. He exhorted his countrymen to have
a living, habitual sense of partnership in the government
of the country, in the defence of the country, in the main-
tenance of its laws and its general wellbeing. When D’Arcy
McGee preached loyalty to his fellow Irish-Canadians, and
his words were not wrested from their context, this was the
sense that lay behind them. But in the mind of many an
Irishman in Canada as in the old land, the word loyaity had
other connotations, as it had in Ireland, and called up bitter
memories of that truckling to alien rulers, that unworthy
acceptance of arrogant pretensions, against which every
Irishman of spirit had struggled for centuries.
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Such was the nature of the issue between th('e tw_o parties
when the challenge of Fenianism brought their dispute to

a complete rupture. _ '
A very brief survey of the Fenian Brotherhood will make

clear its connection and importance for Irish-Canadians,
After the failure of 48, the famine, the “clearances,” and
the great emigration, Ireland lay prostrate. For such a land,
particularly when the Nationalist revolt on the Continent
was being repressed and reaction everywhere in the saddle,
resistance by force to England’s rule was hopeless. Even the
constitutional movement for Repeal of the Union was aban-
doned for a generation. The few Young Ireland spokesmen
who remained in the country had come to feel there was
no solution but to try to induce the British Parliament to
pass some reform measures. Inthis depression, the active,
aggressive national agitation passed into the hands of the
men who had been exiles from their native land. It became
a movement outside of Ireland, carried on by a new genera-
tion which had matured chiefly in American exile, This
resulted in many differences in their tactics and demands.
They were, as is the way with political exiles, more irrespon-
sible, less controlled by leaders, more prone to divisions and
corruption, and inspired by more radical ideals. The Fenians
were from the outset avowedly republican, and saw but
one method, armed revolution.

This Fenian organization had from the beginning two
branches, the Irish and the American. In Ireland James
Stephen, one of the men of 48, pul the half-literary, half-
political Phoenix Clubs on a military basis in 1858, and
looked for success for his cause by obtaining help from
America.

At the same time, another man who had been out in 48,
John O’Mahony, was bringing about a similar organization
in New York. O'Mahony! had translated Keating’s
Irish History and been greatly interested in the militia of
ancient Ireland, called the Fianna, so after it he named his

* A Fenian appreciation tells us that O’Mahony was “one of the
greatest enthusiasts that ever drank music from a moth-eaten manu-
script in the Celtic tongue.”
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new society The Fenian Brotherhood. Both in Ireland and
in New York the Brotherhood met with amazing success.
The Irish exiles were ready and eager to return to free their
native land and wreak their long-nursed vengeance on the
author of their misery and their woe. At the end of the
Civil War thousands of young Irish-Americans were pledged
to the cause.

However, the American Fenians could not agree on their
plans of campaign. O’'Mahony’s idea for freeing Ireland was
to send men and money from the United States to wage
war directly on Great Britain. The immense difficulties
of sending their men and supplies such a distance and
evading the British fleet made an alternative suggestion,
proposed by Roberts and Sweeney, two other important
officials, appear the more feasible. The Roberts-Sweeney
section maintained that the true road to Ireland lay through
Canada. Following that path, they would attack England
and England’s Empire at the weakest point, through a
region far removed from the Imperial base of supplies and
where there was a frontier of great length to be guarded.
Besides, in attacking Canada, they could bring into action
all their own men at once, and in all probability, judging
by the feeling of sympathy some of the citizens of the
United States had shown for them, they could look for
many non-Irish recruits. Indeed, many recruiting officers
during the Civil War had induced the Irishmen to enlist
by the hope of assistance in return to the Irish cause, when
the American war was over. If the Fenians were successtul
in getting a footing in Canada, they intended to establish
there a government friendly to the United States, and,
in return for assistance on a national scale from the Federal
Government, it would, when their objective was gained,
hand over Canada as payment to the Americans. Further,
the English being so fully occupied in Canada, the branch
of the Brotherhood in Ireland, in the meantime, would
have a free field to carry all before them.

As far as the American attitude to this programme was
concerned, the Government and the people as a whole
looked upon it as utterly impossible and fantastic. But
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they were not inclined to suppress it in any way, because
by so doing they might lose the Irish vote. D’Arcy McGee
calculated, in an official paper he prepared for the Governor-
General, that the whole number of electors in the United
States likely to be influenced by the Fenians did not fall
short of a million. And there were not lacking countless
straws—votes, speeches, and deeds—at the time to show
that President Johnson was much more anxious to conciliate
that large vote than to bother over neutrality laws between
his country and England. He felt they had alteady been
violated when the British allowed a Southern cruiser, the
Alabama, to be fitted out and sail from one of their ports.
Thus the idea of invading Canada was allowed to ripen.

In Canada, again, the feeling as to the Fenians varied.
Like the Government and people of the United States,
Canadians for a long time could not look upon the move-
ment seriously. Then events forced them to recognize
the real danger in the campaign, danger not merely of
foreign attack but of dissension at home. In the United
States generally, or at least in the triumphant North,
Canadians could not but observe, there was still wide-
spread hostility toward England, and incidentally toward
any colony supposed to be under England’s rule, because
of the strong sympathy shown by the English ruling classes,
during the Civil War, for the aristocratic, slave-holding,
cotton-growing South. Moreover, the Irish peoples in
Canada and in the United States were too closely related
and had too many common memories deep in their hearts
for one not to have a lively interest in what the other was
about. There was no insurmountable wall between Mont-
real and New York, or between Toronto and Buffalo.
Fenianism was a secret force, and once it established a
flourishing life in the American cities the contagion of the
movement was bound to infect the northern ones also.

When Canadians in general awoke to the reality of the
danger, they determined, quietly but resolutely, to crush
any attempt to strike at England through their own land.
As regards the Irish section of the Canadian people, and
particularly those of strong nationalist sympathies, opinion
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was divided, owing to the dual aspect of the Fenian move-
ment. For Fenianism in its incidental anti-Canadian
phase, there was of course no sympathy save among a very
few newcomers who knew nothing of their adopted land.
But for Fenlanism as a militant anti-English movement,
the most assertive and aggressive upholder of the traditions
of ’98 and 48, there was naturally much support. The
Fenian Brotherhood secured members in Canada, and at
the Fenian Congress held in Philadelphia in October, 1865,
an Irish banner was presented to the chairman by Canadian
delegates. In Montreal and Toronto banquets were given
in halls decorated by the portraits of Fenian leaders and by
Fenian flags and banners. It was not until after McGee's
campaign and until after the invasion of Canada became a
definite part of the Fenian programme, that sympathy in
advanced Irish nationalist quarters in Canada turned
against the scheme.

Even when the possible danger of the movement was
becoming apparent, the Canadian Government considered
it well to move slowly, in the hope that it would kill or cure
itself. They were diplomatically blind to anything short
of actual violation of the law. A letter written by McGee
to J. A. Macdonald on December 19th, 1866, is significant
of this attitude and also of how little it satisfied McGee:

....As to the Fenians, we still contintte to receive the averape number
of “startling rumours,” but no one seems to put much faith in them, It
may be that we are in danger of running into the extreme opposite to
credulity; and when you write Campbell you might give him a fillip on
that score. Inertia is all very well in its way—but it may be carried too
far

No. Inertia regarding the Fenians could not be McGee's
course, His whole mind became possessed and on fire with
them. In all its aspects, its United States origin, its Irish
programme, its Canadian consequences, Fenianism to him
was anathema.

The Fenian movement, in the first place, rekindled the
smouldering embers of McGee's Irish-American conflicts.
He felt it was the old policy of The Citizen and The Irisk
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American blossoming anew. Instead of emancipating the
Ireland enslaved at their door in the Fowth and Sixth
Ward slums of New York, its leaders were arousing and
unsettling and robbing the people to put into motion a
hopeless, impracticable scheme to free an Ireland across the
sea. Demagogues such as had fought him in his New York
and Boston days would take advantage of the false hopes
aroused to fleece credulous and ignorant folk out of hard-
earned savings contributed to secret and unaudited funds.
Moreover, failure would react on themselves and arouse
against them the scorn of the practical Americans.

With the Fenian programme for Ireland he had no more
sympathy. At no time, even in Young Ireland days, did he
want Ireland to become a republic, and since his experience
of the American Republic and the Canadian form of gov-
ernment he had become much more firmly convinced that
limited monarchy was the better, and particularly so for
his country and his countrymen. As for bringing about the
change at this time by an armed revolution, he considered
it absolutely certain to fail, and therefore wicked and bound
to do the people more harm than good. All the forces
of his Church were arrayed against Fenianism, and McGee
now saw eye 1o eye with them. In this conviction of the
futility of force, time proved him right. Not until a long
half-century had passed, not until Ireland had in some
measure recovered from its post-famine exhaustion and a
wave of nationalist revolt had once more swept over the
world, and in Ireland itself leaders had arisen more practical
than the men of ’48, better organized than the Fenians of the
sixties, was an appeal to arms to have a chance of success.
Indirectly, perhaps, force or the threat of force proved of
more avail, in compelling concession and reform.

But when it came to be a matter touching Canada,
McGee was inspired by yet greater wrath., Fenians from
the United States who planned to come over and “free”
Canada were, ot course, enemies of Canada in the first place
and enemies of England only second, and were to be dealt
with by every Canadian who loved his home and his country
accordingly. But it was the spread of their pernicious
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doctrines among his countrymen in Canada which McGee
feared and strove against as the most destructive of all
evils for the whole Irish race. Here, in Canada, the Irish
had the grand opportunity, as he once said, “to lift the
country and rise with its elevation.” He saw in Fenianism
the menace which would snatch this from them for all
time. If they showed themselves unworthy of the equal
rights and just government there accorded them, if they
were traitors to it, no matter by what garb of Irishism
they were so misled, the respect and confidence of man-
kind would be lost to them forever. And for another
purely Canadian reason, quite unconnected with Ireland,
he feared the movement. It was said that the Americans
were giving the Fenians countenance and pecuniary aid
with a view to harassing the Canadian provinces, increasing
their militia outlays beyond their means, and so indirectly
preparing the way for the rise of a formidable annexation
movement. This might in the end lead to the overthrow
of the limited monarchy system of government on this
continent and the establishment of one wvast republic.
From McGee’s point of view, this result, if really to be
anticipated, appeared a calamity which would rob the whole
world of valuable constitutional experience and knowledge.

Then there was a personal aspect of Fenianism which
preyed upon McGee and was utilized against him most
diabolically. Its power as a secret society of threatening
and intimidating people was focused on him from the outset.
It was not only that he was unusually sensitive to the general
considerations that the real extent of the order was un-
known, that it was a secret mine any one at any moment
might explode to his own destruction, and that the very
vagueness of the threat created distrust and suspicion on
every side. Beyond all this, the weapon of its secrecy was
wielded unceasingly, whether by members of the order or
by personal enemies using it asa cloak, for the individual
terrorizing of McGee. He was deluged with hundreds of
threatening letters, crossbones and death-heads were hurled
at him in mysterious ways, while unknown, evil-looking
men dogged his footsteps and watched his house. The
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Irish Canadian, a most scurrilous Fenian sheet, of which
men named Boyle and Hynes were the proprietors, em-
phasized the intended effect of all this, by frequently print-
ing ‘“tramp,” ‘“tramp,” ‘“tramp,” after McGee’s name.
It was implied that he was a coward who was pretending,
in order to cast ignominy on the Fenians, that it was unsafe
for him to move without police protection. As seen across
the intervening space of years, the methods resorted to
in order to discomfort, exasperate and blacken McGee ap-
pear nothing short of fiendish. The way he stood up under
them, for practically four years, and never flinched from
his attack or cut out one sentence of warning or denuncia-
tion he felt it his duty to give, calls to mind forcibly Gavan
Duffy’s verdict that of ““all the Young Ireland band Thomas
D’Arcy McGee possessed the greatest courage.”” Moral
courage, physical courage, neither was lacking when he
saw a danger-fraught work he ought to perform. There is
no doubt, of course, his mind became wrought up to a pitch
of sensitiveness which was excessive and morbid and which
explained a great deal of what he considered necessary and
what others felt would have been better unsaid or undone;
or in other words explained the impossibility of “inertia”
being his watchword in the fray. But the words Bright once
used of Gladstone when some of his friends felt he was
talking and writing too much and wished he would show
more moderation, are fully as applicable to McGee at this
time: “Think of the difference between a great cart horse
and the highest bred, most sensitive horse you can imagine,
and then under lashing of a whip think of the difference
between them again.”

Such were McGee's reasoning and views about Fenianism
when in the spring of 1865 the Canadian Government sent
him, their Minister of Immigration, as the leading membert
of their delegation to the International Exhibition at Dublin.
This appointment to bear witness, as they looked upon it, to
the might of the British Empire, enraged Fenian forces on
both sides of the Atlantic. While the Exhibition was being
opened in Dublin with royal éclat jthe Fenians held a counter-
demonstration at Clontarf—*‘where no one of any particular
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rank was present, but the might of the people was there in
acknowledged grandeur.”? This counter-demonstration
gave an excuse for The Irish Canadian to write up both and
depreciate McGee as the man of 48 who made his way to
Canada, but ‘*returned to Ireland in British harness.”
This was followed by a poem on The Renegade in the next
issue.

D’Arcy McGee on his side felt the full importance of his
official position, and his conscience was most active to have
him do and say all the occasion demanded. Not only did he
attend the Exhibition, but in his home town, Wexford, he
delivered a speech on Twenty Years’ Experience tn America.
This was an occasion fraught with grave responsibility. It
was essential that he should be moderate and tell only the
sober truth. McGee himself felt the weight of this, and in
his own words faced the task “frankly, fully, fearlessly.”
That there might be no danger of his feelings towards the
movement carrying him beyond what he would say in quiet
thought, he wrote out his speech beforehand. There is no
doubt, therefore, that it was an honest effort on McGee’s part
to do carefully what he looked upon as an imperative duty.
But there is equally no doubt that it was not a speech of
generotis treatment, impartial judgment, and calm reasoning,
such as could have borne good fruit in the troubled times in
Ireland and the United States. Given the conditions,
McGee’s was an analysis bound to provoke more trouble.

As would be expected, it was an able and eloquent address,
and gave a historical résumé of the years in question which
only a thinker and writer and politician such as McGee
could make. What a truly McGee ring there is about the
imaginative words, the vigour and originality of the setting
in the following picture:

Let no man think when he has heard the last sob from the ship’s side—
when he has seen the last glimpse of the emigrant ship itself—that he has
heard the last or possibly seen the last of that living load of passion, affec-
tion, hatred, remembrance, prejudice, and speculation and power—stronger
than distance, stronger than every influence but God's or death’s—which
has just launched itself out into the Atlantic. The Atlantic may prove

V' Ivisk Canadian, May 31, 1865.
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the grave to a small percentage of those outpoing myriads, but as sure
as steam has narrowed it at most in our time to a fortnightly ferry, so sure
the future of these myriads is destined within our own day to play an im-
portant part, directly or indirectly, in shaping the destinies of the iands they
leave as well as the fate of the lands they sail for. The transfer of a third
of a million of people a year—mostly adults—from old kingdoms to new
republics, from a monarchy to a democracy, is 2 fact in the history of our
times before which most other things that we call political sink into insig-
nificance, whether regarded in their causes or in their consequences,

Taken as a whole, D’Arcy McGee's Wexford speech was a
brief autobiographical sketch, with footnotes of his present
mature criticism on this or that act or experience. In his
reference to Young Ireland days he was brief but severe on
the “folly of ’48.” Gavan Duffy afterwards maintained
that the reflection cast on Young Ireland’s policies in this
speech was the only act of McGee's life for which he offered
no defence. In the light of the fact that nearly every one
of his colleagues in the Young Ireland movement had by
that time spoken no less frankly, if, to use The Nation's
word, somewhat less “hwrtfully,” Gavan Duffy’s resent-
ment appears rather strong. However, it was shared by a
great many of the old Confederation members who were
then in Dublin. Duffy happened to be home from Australia
that spiring also, and John Dillon gave a dinner in Dublin,
intending to have both his old friends at it. The other
guests were to be Samuel Ferguson, D. F. MacCarthy, John
O’Hagan, Charles Hart, P. J. Smyth, and J. J. MacCarthy.
But when the report of McGee’s Wexford speech reached
the city Dillon decided to have only one guest of honour at
his dinner, McGee's friends at the time were so indignant
with him. McGee had been so single-minded in the object
of his address that he did not realize how bitterly his words
could be interpreted and resented, by old associates. How
little he understood how seriously they looked upon his
reflections is seen clearly in the joking way he answered
John Dillon’s remonstrance. He merely parodied the
Biglow Papers:

Jokn B.

Disllon, he
Cannot put up with I’ Arcy McGee.
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However, it is pleasant to recall that the Dublin dinner was
not the only one planned for Duffy and McGee, Two
weeks later both men were in London and a very pleasant
and interesting Irish banquet was held in St. James Hall.
At it met once more many of the friends of the old genera-
tion. Duffy, McGee, John Dillon, Sir John Gray, and Sir
Colman O'Loghlen, all sat together at this board.

What McGee had really said about Young Ireland in
his Wexford speech was:

I am not ashamed of Young Ireland—why should I? Politically we were
a pack of {ools, but we were honest in our folly, and ne man need blush at
forty for the follies of one-and-twenty, unless, indeed, he still perseveres
in them.

The remarks of The Nalion on this part of his speech are
just and discriminating:

They [nearly all the leaders of the Young Ireland party] now refer to
t as a disastrous error into which they were swept by that surge of popular
excitement, which, rising at Paris, spread through Europe, and momentarily
bore away the strongest minds with irresistible force. A few of those
leaders, it is true, still hold by the doctrine of the barricades; but they are
those whose ardour was as great as their judgment was defective; and in
Mr. McGee's curt criticism we have, roughly spoken, the self-accusation
which most of his colleagues betimes express.

Nevertheless, we take exception to Mr. McGee'’s reference to the politics-
of the Young Ireland party..... not so much for what he does say, as
for what he does not say, while touching on the subject at all. To confess-
ot condemn folly may be highly praiseworthy; but not to define more
clearly the limits to which such condemnation was meant to reach, is,
in the present case, to abandon to aspersion, if not, indeed, indirectly to:
cast aspersion upon the noble principles, the pure and lofty ambitions.
and the useful labours of the Young Ireland Party.

This was the usual point of attack of the Irish press.
As The Wexford People put it, they interpreted him as anxious
to justify his Canadian loyalty and equally anxious to leave
his Irish disloyalty unjustified. Fortunately for McGee’s
lasting reputation, this brief dismissal of the politics and.
deeds of *48 is not the only record he left of his mature esti- -
mation of them. No doubt it would have been wise for
him in this speech to have enlarged a little on his reasons,.
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as he did in 1860 on the floor of the Canadian Parliament
when twitted with being a rebel:

Sir, I will say on the outset, it is not true. I am as loyal to the in-
stitutions under which [ live in Canada as any Tory of the old or new
schools. My native disposition is towards reverence for things old and
veneration for the landmarks of the past. PBut when I saw in Ireland the
people perish of famine at the rate of five thousand souls a day; when [
saw children and women as well as able-bodied men perishing for food
under the richest government and within the most powerful empire of
the world, I rebelled against the pampered state church—I rebelled
against the bankrupt aristocracy—I rebelled against Lord John Russell,
who sacrificed two million of the Irish people to the interests of the corn
buyers of Liverpocl. At the age of twenty-two I threw myself into a
struggle—a rash and ill-guided struggle—against that wretched condition.
I do not defend the course there taken, I only state the cause of that disaf-
fection, which was not directed against the government but against the
misgovernment of that day. Those evils in Ireland have been to a great
extent remedied; but those only who personally saw them in their worst
stages can be fair judges of the disgust and resistance they were calculated
to create. Sir, I lent my feeble resistance to that system, and though I
do not defend the course taken, I plead the motive and intention to have
been both honest and well-meaning.

But to speak thus at Wexford in May, 1865, did not occur
to McGee. Fenianism was rampant, and it obsessed his
mind. His one care was to give no shadow of countenance
to any one still “holding by the doctrine of the barricades.”

From his Young Ireland days, D’Arcy McGee passed to
his American experiences and the lessons to be deduced from
them. Given what those experiences had been, how he had
been driven from post to pillar in the United States, his
Irish quarrels, his Know-Nothing contentions, and his
westward campaign failure, then how he had come to Canada,
had found there a noble life-work stretching far before him,
had envisioned the ideals which needed to be inculcated
among his people, and lastly had felt his life and mission
endangered and polluted by renewed attacks from his old
Irish-American enemies, allied with Fenian forces and
intriguing Canadian political foes; then given, beyond this
life history, the exaggerated and hypersensitive, wounded
feelings which the Fenian campaign of secret terrorizing had
engendered, it was easy to understand the only lines along
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which McGee’s instincts and conscience would lead him to
speak. He drew a painful picture of Irish life in the
United States with exactly the same colours he had often used
before. He pointed out the attitude of the Puritan states—
“prosperous and proud of their prosperity and highly trained
in mere school learning”’—towards the Irish Catholics.
He depicted the Northern States with their large commer-
cial and industrial cities, in which only the congested slums
were left for newcomers to inhabit. And he did not forget
to mention the part played by politics in these human hives,
whether it was that of the rank and file unaccustomed to
the duties of republican citizenship or that of the native-
born or Irish-born demagogues. He showed how his coun-
trymen were used In American politics, and further, how
they had been heartlessly and thanklessly used in the re-
cent war. And lastly he dealt with the now Middle but
then Western States. There, under the influence of the
Know-Nothing movement, the Irish often found them-
selves proscribed in the very frontier towns they had helped
to establish. In short, the prestige everywhere was against
the Irish. He outlined his endeavours to take the people
to the Western plains, the plans of the Buffalo Conierence
and their failure from lack of support.

As far as this part of his subject was concerned, it did not
create much resentment in Ireland. The Irish newspapers—
of course not including the Fenian press—seemed content
with comparing McGee's statements with those of T. F.
Meagher the year before. General Meagher’s letter on the
condition of his countrymen in the Northern States had
angered the people terribly. He designated them as “a
degraded herd, beneath respect and beneath contempt.”
There was nothing so sweeping and revolting as that in
McGee’s picture.

But the effect produced by this review was very different
in the United States. There it angered afresh the same classes
who had resented so greatly his going to Canada in the first
place. All the old fires of the newspaper controversy on
Irish conditions in the United States versus Irish conditions
inthe Canadian Provinces were kindled anew. The circum-
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stances under which he had left the Republic always hurt
McGee exceedingly, and for that reason perhaps he dwelt
on them more than was needful:

They did not hesitate to fling foul phrases and ribald reproaches after
me. ... They called me a traitor, a renegade, an apostate, but I tell them
from this spot. .. .that I have done more in ten years, by a constitutional
line of public conduct, by blending the warm Irish impulses which I
shall only cease to feel when I cease to live with rational and lawful public
objects, that I have done more, humble as I am, to conquer back
the respect of intelligent men in Great Britain and America for the Irish
name than any half hundred of the demagogues put together.

This was the part of McGee’s address to which The [rish
People, the Fenian organ in Ireland, gave greatest space.
They wrote up in most offensive language the old Irish-
American quarrels, concluding with a typical charge as to
the motives for his change of heart:

But it soon became too hot for him and he sought the protection of the
British flag and was soon rewarded for his treason.

After the American part of the Wexford speech came Cana-
dian statistics and a review of the social life in the province,
of a very gratifying kind hoth for Irish and for Canadian
ears. If American Irish social life was noted for the early
scattering of families, and loosening of the bonds of affec-
tion, and drifting away of the second generation from their
old faith, the Canadian Irish, in McGee’s estimation, pro-
vided a pleasant contrast:

They have uncoiled under the electric touch of prosperity, they have
braced all their practical faculties in the keen air of the New World, they
are struggling, earnest and usually successful in the battle of life, but they
are unspoiled Irish still—they have lost little of their racial nationality and
they do not blush to touch their hats to a superior or to kneel at the knee
of the order which enlisted them at their birth into the ranks of Christendom.
They have shaken off that painful servility of manner which f must say is
most grating on the ear of every man who respects his manhood, but they
have not yet mistaken impertinence for independence or blasphemy
and scoffing for “freedom of speech.”

Our politics....have not demoralized the simple-minded emigrant
or converted the astute resident of earlier date into a dealer in the manu-
facture and sale of his countrymen’s votes.
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It would be hard to find in all McGee’s writings one para-
graph which more concisely summed up exactly his convic-
tion of the difference between the Irish of rural Canada and
those in the streets of the American cities. It has to be
remembered that it was to the slum and street Arab class
in the United States this lecture, like almost all ID’Arcy
McGee’s generalizing on Irish-Americans, referred. He
did, it is true, allow the following paragraph to creep in,
but it was so meagre a report in comparison that it was lost
—-swamped in its surrounding context:

I do not say that this is the universal rule. I have met as well-ordered
Irish families in the United States as there are in Ireland. I have met as
worthy men and as amiable women in private life; but I say the rule is
generally as I have stated it, and the reading of the commandment there
would be, “Parents, obey your children that your days may be long in
the land.”

From social conditions the lecturer passed to the govern-
ment of Canada and gave very convincing statistics of the
place held by Irishmen inthe Government, on the bench,
as magistrates and in other official positions, to show there
was no distinction in theory or in practice between them and
the rest of Her Majesty’s subjects. And he continued:

The Imperial policy and the Irish policy in these provinces is one because
we have justice. . . .for these reasons we Irish are attached to the Imperial
connection and would be found to-morrow in the front rank fighting to
uphold the union of Canada with the rest of the Empire.

This was the natural introduction for the direct treatment
of the Fenians. It might have been expected that on a plat-
form in Ireland McGee would have reasoned with the people
as to why he considered it was folly at this time to plan to
establish a republican government through an armed revolu-
tion, that he would have admitted their need for some change
and freedom in their relations with England, and have shown
them definitely from his Canadian experience what he would
substitute for the Fenian remedy. No doubt this too would
have displeased the Fenians, but it would have been the
stand of a patriotic Irishman who had still a Young Ireland
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eye for the wrongs of his own country. This was not McGee's
course, however., He contented himself with showing the
sordid side of the American Fenian movement and its
unjustifiable attitude towards Canada. On the crying evils
in Ireland which the Irish Church Act and Gladstone’s first
Land Bill, both directly due to the Fenians, attempted to
remedy, McGee was silent. Instead he heaped up ridicule
on the American Fenians:

It is true the emissaries of those illuminated regenerators of their race
of whom you have heard so much, whose Head Centra! was brought by
spirit-rapping to Bedlam and who came out of Bedlam a Head Centre,
this hopeful society of regenerators, deploring the benighted state of their
provincial countrymen, do sometimes seduce them from their allegiance
to a Government against which as administered there is not a shadow of
grievance;..,... I have no doubt that their number in the United States
is grossly and purposely exaggerated. Their morbid hatred of England
has been plaved upon during the Civit War by bounty brokers and recruit-
ing sergeants, and they have mistaken the surface slang of two or three
great cities for the settled national sentiment of the American people,
which is not, I repeat, one whit more pro-Irish than it is pro-Japanese.
They have deluded each other and many of them are ready to betray each
other. I have myself seen letters from some of the brethren from Chicago,
Cincinnati, and other places offering their secret minutes and members’
rolls for sale.

Then, in contrast, McGee turned to a review of the
achievements of individual Irishmen and Irishwomen in
America who had made themselves a part of their adopted
land and brought honour to the land of their birth. That
he should have singled out of all this illustrious company,
there in Catholic Wexford, Henry Giles, the Unitarian
preacher of New England, who, however, had been born a
Roman Catholic near Wezford, to shower his chief and
longest eulogy upon, was a very typical McGee manifesta-
tion of religious toleration. He declared:

Henry Giles has poured out in one single discourse more genuine elo-
quence—the eloquence of thought—the eloquence of Chalmers and Robert
Hal}, of Canning and of Grattan—than all their demagogues will utter

* O'Mahony became a Spiritualist in the United States and had had
a mental breakdown.
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till the crack of doom. I know that richly gifted man cherishes a warm
affection for this country, and I could not speak in Wexford without bearing
my testimony to the honour he has reflected on his countrymen throughout
America by his genius and the uses to which he has put it.

His closing, again, was in another very characteristic vein.
It was not the Hon. D’Arcy McGee of Canada, among
whose ministerial duties was included “Immigration,” who
gave his Irish townsmen his parting advice. It was rather
the same Young Ireland D’Arcy McGee who felt that em-
igration from Ireland was a far-behind second-best method
of remedying ills there, either national or personal:

I am not here to advise any man to emigrate. You seem to have a
mania for emigration upon you in Ireland, and I certainly feel it no part
of my duty to pander to that mania. On the contrary, I would say to
every man and every woman who can live at home, stay at home,

Such was D’Arcy McGee’s epoch-making, furor-raising
Wexford speech. Taken all in all, he never delivered any
public utterance more character-revealing and more deeply
stamped with the life imprint of the man himself. It was
his own experience and his own lessons, and his own
philosophy based thereon, that he had given them. It was a
time and place where such speaking demanded unusual
moral courage. He knew perfectly that his opinions and
deductions were anathema to many mighty forces in the
land. But to him their righteousness was undoubted. There-
fore his duty was clear. The Nation, in closing its criticism,
pays a tribute to this quality of the speaker:

While we mark our dissidence from some of Mr. McGee's judgments
and conclusions, we confess his lecture—even where we dissent from him—
has one attraction of great power with us. In these days when mere
rhetoric, thodomontade, buncombe, and clap-trap, have so largely flooded
the popular platform and when the effort of so many speechmakers seems
to be how to get off warlike platitudes, how to win "“loud cheers” and to
tickle the popular ear, it is absolutely refreshing—though it were only
for the effect of a “cold bath”-—to alight upon a man who sets himself
8o completely as Mr. McGee does in the opposite direction; and who ex-
hibits the moral courage of speaking wholesome, though unpalatable,
truths to the people.
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It would be idle to attempt to review in detail the rank
and varied aftermath of this speech. In Montreal, it included
the whole gamut of excited and spectacular passion. From
the vituperative resolutions of the Hibernian Society against
the traitorous Judas, to the quotation and laudation of the
patronizing thanks which The London Times expressed to
the one-time Young Irelander; from the astutely devised
“Disclaimer” with its alleged seven hundred signatures,
which dwindled in the light of fact to less than two hundred,
and revealed all the prominent names among these to be
crudely faked, to the large deputation of friends with warm,
confidence-assuring greetings and homecoming welcomes;
from the venom and malignity of The Irish Canadian’s
“Twenty Years’ Experience of the Goulah of Griffintown”
to the fraternal and patriotic applause of the grand November
banquet in St. Lawrence Hall, the excitement never ceased
to roll onward in its tumultuous swell.

The motives behind the hostile campaign are apparent
enough. In spite of McGee’s own spirited and well-taken
explanations in a memorandum of July, and again in his
long and eloquent speech at the banquet, and once more
in his most cogent open letter to the Irish Press in March,
in spite also of the energetic and outspoken loyalty and
devotion of numerous Irish friends, the skilfully fomented
agitation alienated hundreds of his political supporters.
Furthermore, in spite of the endorsement of his stand
against the Fenians by Archbishop McCloskey of New
York and by all the other Irish Catholic prelates of Canada
and the United States, including particularly the mitred
Canadian statesman, Archbishop Connolly, who agreed
heartily not only with his attitude on Fenianism but also
with the substance of his comparisons between Canada
and the United States, an angry feeling of suspicion and
distrust was cultivated among his co-religionists. Many
came to believe that D’Arcy McGee was an apostate and
at heart an abettor of their ancient enemy and a betrayer
?f the Irish cause. Even the broadcasting of author-
itative and astounding facts, based on government reports,
as to the condition of the Irish and other immigrants in New
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York’s slums, by The New York Tribune in January, 1866,
and the maturing of the Fenian designs on Canada, which
culminated in the Niagara raid of June, 1866, failed to
mitigate the intense embitterment of this long-drawn-out
historic battle in the Irish politics of Montreal. But out-
side of that city the instructive months which followed the
Wexford speech convinced many thinking men that McGee
had a good case and had defended it well. It was not J. A.
Macdonald’s adroit persiflage! which expressed the senti-
ments of that nationally representative gathering of Nov-
ember 6th, but A. T. Galt’s direct, explicit verdict:

....It is not only that he (McGee) may justly claim since he has come
to Canada that he has been a foe to prejudice, an upholder of equal rights
to all, irrespective of the religion or the race of any, but at this moment,
threatened as we are by assault without, it is more than ever important
that the stand—the worthy and patriotic public stand—he has taken
ghould receive the endorsement it has met with to-night, (loud cheers)
an endorsement which will go from one end of Canada to the other and
the importance of which may be estimated by the extent of the folly and
delusion which demagogues and false leaders of the Irish people are dragging
their countrymen into in a neighbouring land. (Renewed cheers.) We
all owe, and the country especially owes, a debt of gratitude to Mr. McGee.

As my worthy friend beside me has just said, if Mr. McGee had been
tempted by the false popularity of a transitory reputation to take hold
of the popular faflacy he might have achieved for himseif a momentary
reputation. But he has chosen the better part, he has chosen to appeal
not to the passions but to the reason of his countrymen and showed on
all occasions that he preferred telling them the truth, although it might
be unpleasant, to a falsehood which might be of the contrary nature. But
while he told them the truth on one hand he stood up for their rights on
the other. (Cheers.) He led them in opposition to what was wrong and
in the struggle for all that was great and beneficial and all that would
make them great and happy in this country of their adoption.

1 Macdonald spoke at the dinner to the toast to the Canadian Gov-
ernment. He devoted his attention naturally to the members from
Montreal. He said, after speaking of the East and Centre divisions,
“We now come to the West division. I need say nothing about
that, because we are here. The gentleman who represents it, [McGee, ]
has spoken for himself. Now, gentlemen, what do you think of him?
{The audience answered by rousing cheers again and again repeated.)
I think he has got on pretty well for a man who has had a bad case.
(Laughter.) I really think you wiil say—not guilty, but he must not do
it again.™
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Meanwhile, the storm cloud broke over Canada and the
warring elements in Montreal raged without restraint.
The Fenians came, Canadian volunteers swarmed in defence
of their land, prisoners were taken, and state trials dragged
on Still wilder projects were plotted. Mysterious emis-
saries shuttled back and forward across the border, here
to-day and gone to-morrow, while only the upper rooms
of some spotted inns knew what they plotted and with whom,
Fantastic as were the raids, and still more fantastic the
plots that came to nothing, the plots and massacres which
existed only in the heated imagination of sections of Upper
Canada reached a still further height of absurdity. Recruit-
ing and drilling of volunteers, with all the race and party
wrangling inevitable in a time rife with suspicion, became
the business of the day. Rumour, gossip, and scandal
flourished and multiplied. The c¢ry was raised that no
Irish Catholic was to be given admittance into the Montreal
Home Guard, and further, that it was the Minister of
Agriculture, McGee himself, who was responsible for this
insult. Again, it was charged, “he had promised the
Governor-General in a fit of patriotism two Irish Catholic
companies” but could not recruit them “owing to the
apathy of his co-religionists to wear Her Majesty’s free
clothes.” Another story ran that such and such Irish
Catholic companies had stacked their arms and their
colonel declared he would not make himself unpopular
by any further efforts. He was disgusted with the whole
thing. Next, the Superintendent of the Grand Trunk was
playing the tyrant. He had dismissed eighty-three Irish
workmen who would not take the oath of allegiance—“cast
them adrift in the depth of a pitiless, hard winter because
they would not perjure themselves by taking an oath that
their conscience disapproved.,” And lastly, the political
bearing of all this may be gleaned from The Irish Canadian's
prophecy: “His Excellency is about to call on our Honour-
able countryman to pass his Portfolio of Minister of Agri-
culture into the hands of the Colonel of the Prince of Wales.

Bravo, Col. Devlin! You have done your work patiently
but well.”
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Thus the general struggle raged, relevant only as a
proof of how black the outlook had become for fair and
just dealing in these matters, and remarkable only for the
perplexing confusion of the rubbishy reports on which it
was based. It is not necessary, however, to pursue this
Fenian excitement through its various stages. It is enough
to say that it was so manipulated as to leave McGee sub-
stantially weakened in local politics, but on the other hand
correspondingly helped in the eyes of the rest of the country.
Archbishop Connolly, on August Ist, 1867, thus estimated
the value of his public services in this regard:

I raise my voice in behalf of an Irishman who under a kind Providence
has been mainly instrumental in lifting up his fellow-countrymen and
co-religioniste to a position which. ..., they never yet attained in this
or perhaps any other country. ., ., To his intellectual supremacy I would
add only one other quality, which is the crowning of all in a public man,
and that is a high-souled patriofism, ..., which made him advocate all
that was sound in policy, despite the clamour of the crowd in whose be-
half he was putting forth, at the risk of their displeasure, his gigantic
etrength. ...

A man with the towering ability of McGee had but to hold his tongue
and preserve a significant silence whilst in Canada as in Ireland his {ellow-
countrymen were blindly marching on to inevitable destruction..... If
Mr. McGee, the Daniel O’Connell of this country, had not fearlessly come
forward at the critical moment with genuine Irishry and true patriotism,
who is the man now living who could have foretold the consequences for
Irishmen and above all for Irish Catholics in British America? Like the
unseen match, it might not have been heeded at the moment, nor the real
danger understood by many to the present day, but if that match had been
once ignited and if I’ Arcy McGee had not been on the watch-towers when
all others were asleep, I, as an Irish-Canadian archbishop, yielding to no
man in my love to my fellow-countrymen and my co-religicnists at home
and abroad, I distinctly state my conviction, as far as Irishmen and Catho-
lics in this country are concerned, it would have infallibly ended in nothing
short of a disastrous conflagration. The single action of Mr. McGee in
this instance has been of more signal service to Irishmen and their true
interests in the new Dominion of Canada than what has been achieved by
all others hesides.

But the fundamental hostility in Montreal's Irish circles
had become too open and wide a breach to admit of being
reconciled by any outside influence. It had to bridge its
own chasm, and for the present was intent only on blasting
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it deeper. The history of the city’'s Irish politics became
more and more a story of petty intrigues, bitter personalities,
divided counsels, and despairing expedients, until their
culmination in the memorable election campaign of McGee
and Devlin in the deadly August heat of 1867.

It is not necessary to pursue this fight in all its details,
Only one or two of the more significant events of this pas-
sionate time need be related to indicate how the main cur-
rent of McGee's public life was twisted by them. A typical
episode of the fray was an anonymous letter sent from
Montreal to The Globe in November, 1866, attacking McGee,
Over this arose a futile, bitter newspaper duel of seven or
eight weeks’ duration, ending with the reluctant admission
of the utter baselessness of the charges. It served no pur-
pose and was intended by the writer of the originating letter
to serve none other than to create a bad public impression!,

And again a lurid light is thrown on the depth and inten-
sity of the Irish hostility by the clash in St. Patrick’s Society.
McGee, who by this time was tremblingly alive to any least
suspicion of Fenianism spreading in Canada, had charged
that there was sympathy with Fenians, if there were not
Fenians themselves, creeping into their society. He did not
hide his fears or give the suspected the benefit of the doubt.
Very shortly after there occurred a singular fire, “just suffi-
cient of a fire to burn the entire books of record.”Following
this came new books, but chiefly new enrolment of members.
Next, and most singular of all, in the midst of the heat of
the McGee-Devlin election the old books reappeared. Nat-
urally, there followed angry insinuations many, over legal
investigations which had been called for with loud flourish
of trumpets in the press, but very quickly let drop again in
the proper official place before the proper judge. The end

t  Looking at it to-day, what impresses the reader is the incredible
ease with which a letter which was manifestly suspect was accepted
by a responsible newspaper without the most elementary inquiries,
indeed with the appearance of avoiding inquiries lest they should
prove the letter untrustworthy. Such incidents, and- there were
many such, indicate the prejudice of the time.
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of this sordid story was McGee's expulsion by the newly
enrolled St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal.

But after all, these vindictive skirmishes were only
subsidiary to the combat which occupied the centre of the
stage. That was the never-to-be-forgotten contest between
D’Arcy McGee and Bernard Devlin for the honour of
representing Montreal West in the first Dominion Parlia-
ment. The contrast between this campaign and McGee's
previous ones is marked. His initial election triumph,
before the city was divided into electoral districts, when
he defeated Starnes and Cartier, and stood at the head of
the poll, will be easily recalled. The following election, in
June, 1862, he went in by acclamation, and became President
of the Council in John Sandfield Macdonald’s Cabinet.
Then the year after, when he ran as an Independent against
John Young, he was once more victorious by 737 votes.
And finally on April 11th, 1864, he was again returned by
acclamation as the Minister of Agriculture in the Taché-
Macdonald Government, and this position he still held
after the Coalition reorganization in June. But there had
much water run under the bridges since the spring of '64,
and McGee in midsummer *67 had for opposition one of his
own countrymen and his own faith.

It was an unusual election. It was not exactly a party
fight. The Reformers considered long the adwvisability of
running John Young, but desisted. The newspaper opinion
was that this decidedly helped McGee. The Government
and McGee’s ex-colleagues remained neutral. Not one of
them came to McGee's aid on the stump or in the press.
Cartier was particularly silent, partly out of fear of the
effect on his own Irish voters and partly from his ancient
grudge against McGee. Thus politics proper were elimin-
ated and it became a purely personal, factional fight, It
was a time of intense heat; during the week nominations
were held one hundred and sixty people died in Montreal.
McGee himself was very ill, confined to his bed, and allowed
to see no one during the week of greatest excitement.

The animosity between the two camps became intensified
as the weeks advanced. The worst elements of ruffianism
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were unchained. Speakers were howled down; men were
mobbed and pelted with eggs and stones, committee rooms
were smashed, “bludgeons and pieces of water-pipe which
would have knocked down an ox” were brandished in many
a fight; there were street fracases and physical encounters
between prominent men, and one, at any rate, of these
impromptu duels resulted in the death of the McGee cham-
pion shortly afterwards.

There is something truly awful about this last election.
Although McGee defeated Devlin by 250 votes, the black-
ness of failure hangs over it. He who had shed honour on
his countrymen by his genius and his energetic and patri-
otic endeavours was hissed by a faction among them as
guilty of baseness and a cause for shame. He who had
sought to lead them, by wise and charitable and kindly
counsels and also by loving Christian example, into paths
of moderation and peace was howled down by a ruffianism
which the worst of the old days could not have surpassed.
And the city which it was the pride of his heart to boast
of on both sides of the Atlantic, as a bright and shining
example of race and religious toleration, he saw given over
to worse than the old-time violence, in a contest between
himself and another Irish Catholic. And he who had been
invited to be their leader and had been exalted as such to
the pinnacle of his fame was branded as an apostate and an
informer because he denounced the false friends and leaders
who for the moment had intoxicated their mind and their
heart.

In the final reckoning where is the blame to be placed?
No doubt, in McGee's very marked hostility to Fenianism
some errors of judgment and minor mistakes of taste may
be admitted; but on the fundamental Canadian and Irish-
Canadian aspects he was absolutely sound. In his views
as to Irish-Americans versus Irish-Canadians there had
been no change since he came to Canada. His speeches in
Ireland in 1855 were identical in viewpoint with his Wexford
address. As for Irish politics, rightly or wrongly, but quite
fairly and honestly, he had come to feel political separation
from England to the extent he had fought for it in Young
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Ireland days was no longer feasible. He had always advo-
cated Union in so far as the Crown was concerned, but as a
Young Iyelander he had aimed at legislative liberty such
as had been enjoyed under the short Irish Parliament before
the Union. Now, seeing Ireland so weakened, her young
blood and her young brains banished to other lands, ali
national life stifled, the national agitation carried on by
Fenians who had very few if any outstanding men in their
ranks in the home land, McGee considered it was futile to
struggle for immediate political freedom. The best to do
was to work for social and religious liberty and try to arouse
the spirit of justice in England to gain fair play politically
for Ireland as part of the Union.

A series of articles which McGee wrote for the Montreal
Gazetle, in January, 1868, shatter the contention that he
had become satisfied with things as they were in Ireland.
He went very comprehensively into the changes England
would require to make before Ireland, in his estimation,
would be at least justly governed, if not self-governed.
Politically, justice would require the repeal of many of the
clauses of the Act of Union, All those establishing the
Church of England, those proportioning taxation—he
called attention forcibly to how grossly overtaxed Ireland
was—the Jury Laws, and the whole system of selecting
jurors, the billeting of soldiers in private houses, the tor-
bidding of meetings of representatives of local bodies for
any purpose, were scored as evils requiring immediate
redress. Then he went more especially into the enact-
ments in the ecclesiastical and educational fields, showing
the wrongs which sprang from the Church establishment
and the large exclusion of Catholic teaching in the schools
and universities. Further, in the field of agriculture and
industry, he reviewed the banking system, the patronage
system, absenteeism, tenancy at will and the Poor Laws,
and proved them all to be sources of bitter injustice. In
brief, McGee held that if Ireland was to remain a part of
the Union, it must be treated as a partner, not an alien
land; if it could not be governed by an Irish parliament,
it should be governed by Irish ideas and in accordance
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with Irish needs. He was sufficiently an optimist to hope
that without the stimulus of pike and musket, English
statesmen would themselves be moved by justice or ex-
pediency thus to right the wrongs of centuries.

The same reasons that led him to urge peace in Canada,
made him anxious to see it spread in the parent states. When
he came to Canada his Young Ireland work in trying to unite
North and South made him very quickly sensitive to the ne-
cessity of counselling the same elements in their new homes
to bear and forbear with each other. They were to refrain
from transplanting embers of their ancient feuds into the
New World forests, which were only too inflammable. Noth-
ing but hurt for themselves and their new homes would be
the result of that clinging to memories of old-time wrongs.
Such reasoning in turn reacted on his view of the mother
nations’ historic feud. They too “must blot out the class
badge of a hue.” On January 7th, 1867, he thus addressed
the Irish Protestant Benevolent Association of Montreal:

If we could get the Irish and British populations fairly to understand
each other, there would not be a stronger bond of union in the world than
the union which binds and must bind forever the destinies of the three
ancient adjacent kingdoms. There is no natural repulsion among their
populations, which have descended mainly from the same sources. The
trash talked about Celt and Saxon is unworthy of the age in which we live;
but there is on the other hand every possible reason of neighbourhood, of
conscience, of mutual interest, and mutual security why these kindred
communities should be and should remain united. For us, the Irish in
Canada, there is at least this one public duty clear beyond doubt: to
show bath for the sake of our adopted and our native country that we
dwell together in peace as one people.

Again, in his St. Patrick’s Day speech in Ottawa in 1868,
are these significant words:

The best argument we here can make for Ireland, is to enable friendly
observers at home to say, “See how weil Irishmen get on together in Canada.
There they have equal civil and religious rights; there they cheerfully obey
just laws, and are ready to die for the rights they enjoy, and the country
that is so governed.” Let us put that weapon into the hands of the friends
of Ireland at home, and it will be worth all the revolvers that ever were
stolen from a Cork gunshop, and all the Republican chemicals that ever
were smuggled out of New York.
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And in his letter of April 4th, 1868, to the Earl of Mayo
are these words, which correspond well with those above:

....Let me venture again to say, in the name of British America, to
the statesmen of Great Britain—"Settle for our sakes and your own; for
the sake of international peace, settle promptly and generously the social
and ecclesiastical condition of Ireland, on terms fo satisfy the majorily of
the people to be governed. Every one sees and feels that while England
lifte her white cliffs above the waves, she never can suffer a rival
Government—the Union is an inexorable political necessity, as inexorable
for England as for Ireland; but there is one miraculous agency which has
yet to be fully and fairly tried out in Ireland; brute force has failed, pre-
selytism has failed, Anglification has failed; try, if only as a novelty, try
patiently and thoroughly, statesmen of the Empire! the miraculous agency
of equal and exact justice for one or two generations.



CHAPTER XIV
THE ORATOR

As a prelude to considering the task of D’Arcy McGee's
closing years in Canada, his labours in behalf of Confedera-
tion, the great work of his life, it scems well now to diverge
and estimate the qualities which gave him his pre-eminence
among men, and potency throughout the land. It was his
genius as an orator which dedicated McGee for the supreme
service he rendered our country. Therein his power was
transcendent.

Nature, even in superficial ways, had dowered McGee as
an orator. He had a striking face which stood out against a
head of jet black hair. Gavan Duffy in Four Years of Irish
History describes him as “odd....even ugly.” But he
continues:

He had what is better than comeliness in the face of a man—plasticity
and expression., The prevailing character was agreeable. ., .. it changed
suddenly to correspond with the sentiment he was about to utter, and
in addressing a public audience helped wonderfully the purpose of his
speech. An unaccountable negro cast of features was a constant source of
jesting allusions! and induced his enemies, of whom he came to have a

¢ This negro cast was largely due to his curly black hair. Sir E. W,
Watkin in his Recollections gives a McGee story based on this like-
ness. At a meeting in Montreal in a little public-house called Uncle
Tom’s Cabin, Luther Holton had preceded McGee and orated in 2
“very dry and Yankee-like way” on differential duties. Then came
McGee, and then the respected negro landlord, Uncle Tom, got
up to move a vote of confidence. According to McGee's version he
gaid: “Bredren, we all on us heah came to dis land on a venter. Mr.
McGee he came heah on a venter. Dis child know nething ‘bout dem
disgreable duties. All we wants, bredren, is to pick out de best man
How is we to do dat? Bredren, best way is to follow de hair. Mr.
McGee has hair like a2 good nigger. Bredren, let us follow our hair.”
The result was McGee was adopted unanimously as the official Negro
candidate,

466



REACHING HIS AUDIENCE 467

plentifu! supply, to distort his name from D’Arcy McGee into Darky
McGee; but if he was as uncomely as Curran, he was nearly as gifted.

McGee’s chief oratorical gift was his wonderful voice.
Without the slightest strain or effort it filled every corner of
the largest hall, and in an outdoor speech carried clear and
sonorous to the fringes of the crowd. Just to listen to it was
a joy. Gavan Duffy, on first meeting him, a boy of twenty,
when in 1845 he returned from America, found him un-
prepossessing in appearance, but hastened to add that be-
fore McGee had spoken three sentences he was completely
won by “his singularly sweet and flexible voice.” A typ-
ical example of its carrying powers was given on the occa-
sion of William Smith O’Brien’s visit to Toronto in 1859.
An immense crowd crushed about the Rossin House with
addresses of welcome and greeting. All efforts on O'Brien’s
part to thank them were in vain. He could not make himself
heard above the din of music, rockets and fireworks. His
old friend ID’Arcy McGee came to the rescue, stepped out
on the balcony, and without the slightest difficulty extend-
ed his message to the people below and sent them home
happy.

McGee’s platform manner was one of distinction, and at
the same time natural and attractive. On reading his volume
of speeches one feels that no occasion was too trivial,
no little speech too brief for him to take pains to establish
at the opening, in one or two appropriate sentences, a sym-
pathetic bond of interest and a kindly atmosphere between
his audience and himself. He has been criticized as flat-
tering his audiences. If so, it was a manly flattery, which
took care to address all sorts and conditions of men, his Irish
Catholic electors of Griftfintown, the Irish Protestant
Benevolent Society of Quebec, the members of the Caledo-
nian Society, the German Society, or the New England
Society, or the farmers at an agricultural exhibition in Up-
per Canada or at a political picnic at Ormstown in Lower
Canada, the Scotchmen on St. Andrew’s Night or the Irish-
men on St. Patrick’s Day—to address one and all with the
same courtesy and respect for their feelings and prejudices,
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with the same breadth and use of learning, with the same
earnestness and interest, and the same poetic fervour and
humour, that he would use on a high state occasion.
McGee’s gestures were, as a rule, quiet, graceful, and
dignified. At times, however, when the eloquence or
warmth of his subject demanded it, they were carried along
with a fine spontaneity and vivid energy wholly in keeping
with the animation and working of his face. As with all real
orators, his speech was more than the words he uttered.
It gained greatly from the play of countenance, the dramat-
ic gestures, the whole movement and atmosphere of the
moment which his fervour and the fervour of his audience
both united to inspire. Gladstone once said that “the
work of an orator is cast in the mould offered to him by
the mind of his hearers. It is an influence principally re-
ceived from his audience (so to speak) in vapour, which
he pours back upon them in a flood.”! While McGee often
displayed marvellous tact and understanding in handling
a hostile audience and converting it to his side and into
sympathy with his views, his deep earnestness, sincerity,
tolerance, and humour, all combining to work wondrous
effects, yet he was too imaginative and sympathetic a man
not to be himself swayed by the subtle feeling and atmo-
sphere between himself and his hearers. How emphatically
true of him Gladstone's words could be was notably illus-
trated in a series of lectures he gave in 1863 on The Fulure
of Canada. In Halifax and St. John, for example, his
words were received with warm sympathy, and in conse-
quence had a freedom, a spontaneity, a poetic truth and
;u%ination which were most attractive and compelling.

* In the newspapers of the day there is scarcely a speech of McGee's
mentioned, that the rejoicing and jubilation of the audience, hefore
and during and after, is not specially commented upon. John Hamil-
ton Gray's Confederation gives this brief picture of his reception at the
Montreal banquet to the Maritime delegates in 1884:

“The Hon. Thos. D'Arcy McGee, M.P., was loudly called for, and
rose amidst great cheering. Tis reception was a perfect ovation, and
proved how deeply seated was the feeling in his favour among the
citizens of Montreal. The waving of handkerchiefs almost con-
stituted a canopy above the heads of the guests, and it was not till after
long protracted cheering he could be heard.”
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Then he came to Toronto. Here The Globe had been wag-
ing a most incessant campaign against his *“theoretical teach-
ings.” It had jeered at him as a teacher of loyalty, and
had censured him as one who inculcated injurious opinions
of our Republican neighbours. In spite of himself, in this
atmosphere, his lecture became constrained.

Another great asset of the orator McGee was his gift of
expression. Words never failed him. His vocabulary itself
was noteworthy. It was wonderfully varied, precise, and
scholarly. He had, moreover, an Irishman’s peculiar delight
in using it in all its breadth and variation. In another
speaker his dictionary range of words would have seemed
artificial, long sought after, and showy, but in his context
it was natural, fitting, and pleasing. Once asked to speak
on The Land We Live In, in the depths of a Canadian
winter, he broached his subject in this way:

It is a rather hard task, this you have set me, Mr. President, of extoliing
the excellencies of “the land we live in"—that is, praising ourselves—
especially at this particular season of the year. If it were mid-summer
instead of mid-winter, when our rapids are flashing, and our glorious
river sings its triumphant song from Ontario to the ocean—when the
Northern summer, like the resurrection of the just, clothes every linea-
ment of the landscape in beauty and serenity, it might be easy to say fine
things of ourselves without conflicting with the evidence of our senses.
But to eulogize Canada at Christmas time requires a patriotism akin to the
Laplander when, luxuriating in his train oil, he declares that *‘there is no
land like Lapland under the sun.” Qur consolation, however, is that all
the snows of the season fall upon our soil for wise and Providential pur-
poses. The great workman, Jack Frost, wraps the ploughed land in a
warm covering, preserving the late sown wheat for the first ripening in-
fluence of the spring. He macadamizes roads, and bridges brooks and
rivers better than could the manual labour of 100,000 workmen. He
forms and lubricates the track through the wilderness by which those
sailors of the forest—the lumbermen—are enabled to draw down the an-
nual supply of one of our chief staples to the margins of frozen rivers,
which are to bear their rafts to Quebec at the first opening of the naviga-
tion. This climate of ours, though rigorous, is not unhealthful, since the
average of human life in this Province is seven per cent higher than
in any other portion of North America....”

F: The charm of this attractive passage is largely due, no
doubt, to the spirit of poetry and picturesqueness which
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permeates the description, and to the droll reference to
Lapland. But much of it, too, depends on the pleasing and
varied choice of words; “wraps,” ‘“macadamizes,” “bridges,”
“forms and lubricates,” for instance, all convey the same
idea.

Again, in such a passage as this opening of the remarks he
offered on behalf of Smith O’Brien, before referred to, it is
his choice of words, together with his ever-present sense of
the historic setting of the subject, which gives it the char-
acteristic, sonorous beauty:

Gentlemen, our guest inherits an illustrious name, rich with the accu-
mulated historic glories of nearly two thousand years.! The land upon
which he locks from the windows of his owm home has been the land of
his ancestors since a period cogéval with the Christian era; and while the
Shannon pours its rich stream through the Irish valleys the glorious name
he bears will never cease to thrill through Irish hearts.

After McGee's maiden speech in the Canadian Parliament,
a critic thus pronounced on his style as apart from his
subject-matter:

Mr. McGee is undoubtedly the most finished orator in the House.
Every sentence is correctly tumed, the language is precise and simple,
and the mode of delivery and the voice admirable. With all these he has
the peculiar power of inspiring an audience which can only be accounted
for by attributing to those who possess it some magnetic influence not
commeon to everybody. It is that which gives seeming depth to ordinary
tones, and apparent lucidity and strength to simple commonplace. Mr.
McGee is in fact an orator.

Yes. D’Arcy McGee was richly endowed with oratorical
gifts, but it was the man behind these accomplishments that
added the something more the reporter mentions but cannot
define. DD’Arcy McGee was a most companionable man,
a man who made all hearts beat with a warmer fellowship

* His ancestors were the royal O'Briens, of whose family Brian
Boroimhe was a member. Duffy says of him:*“To the Celtic imagination
he was an historical personage, the representative of a house which
for twenty generations had ruled territories, conducted negotiations,
and marshalled armies, and the lin.al heir of a king still familiar to
the memory of the nation after eight hundred years.” Young Ire-
Iand, p. 383.
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just to meet him on St. Andrew’s Night or St. Patrick’s
Day; a man who radiated welcome, geniality and heart-
iness at all celebrations. To paraphrase slightly his own
words on Kennedy, the Scottish lecturer: ‘“Nor was it the
speaker alone was remembered, every word seemed to
breathe of the man and the friend.”

Moreover, D'Arcy McGee prevailed with his audience
through an earnestness and deep seriousness which had their
roots in his strong religious feelings. He wasnever a dilettante
speaker. He always felt it was his duty to share his gifts
and his knowledge with his fellowmen. When in the United
States it was his Irish countrymen whom he heard crying
for help in every intellectual and moral way he could possib-
ly give it. When he came to Canada the same call reached
him from a broader constituency. It was to the whole
people he spoke, and not to any one race or creed. But
it was the same message. In his boundless admiration for
this, his adopted country, he set himself the ideal task of
arousing the people to the need

to welcome every talent, to hail every invention, to cherish every
gem of art, to foster every gleam of authorship, to honour every acquire-
ment and every natural gift, to lift ourselves to the level of our destinies.

This was work after his own heart, and he went about it
joyiully. But the spirit which compelled it gave a tone of
serious reality to his words, quite as powerful over the hearts
and minds of his audience as were their intellectual eleva-
tion and imaginative range.

Again, while nature had done much for the orator McGee,
he superadded hours and years of ungrudging toil. Not
only was he a natural genius, but a very hard worker. His
speeches owe much of their distinction to his wide reading
of history, constitutional documents, biographies, poetry,
and especially the words of his great countrymen, Burke,
Grattan, and Curran. From his mother’s knee he had
recited verse. From mere boyhood he had declaimed in
true Irish oratorical style. He was a literary, scholarly
man in his interests and activities. The material for his
speeches on poetry, history, biography and political sci-
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ence—to mention but a few of the concrete topics, on Burns,
Moore, Scott, Milton, Shakespeare and Champlain, on the
Jesuits and the Catholic Church, on the Irish Settlers, the
Condition of Ireland, and the Reformation in Ireland, on
Democracies and Monarchies, and on the Future of Canada
and Confederation—had all been carefully worked over
time and time again. He was a much practised penman
as well as speaker. One time his material was put into
shape for newspaper or magazine articles, for pamphlets
or books, the next time it came forth in his harmonious
lectures. He was saturated with his subjects for years;
he had not just crammed them for the moment. Was it
to be wondered at, then, that he left his audience spellbound
when they heard his melodious voice and glowing words
unfolding his subjects with the ease and lucidity of complete
mastery and the moral impressiveness of absolute faith?

The secret of a master’s style is hard to ferret out. One
has to be content with noticing its most striking attributes.
In McGee's general public lectures, the clear, definite,
concrete way he marshalled his facts is a noteworthy char-
acteristic on one side, and on the other the picturesque,
imaginative figures of speech, which lifted them into a high
literary, sometimes even a poetic, plane. His highest ora-
torical flights were always on the borderland of poetry.

A good example of his prosaic lecture, packed with fact,
was that on The Growth and Power of the Middle Class in
England. While it is a body of impressive facts that any
audience could grasp and carry away, vet it is castin a
fresh way which would interest even those familiar with
the subject. Very briefly his arguments were these. The
middle class was of comparatively modern growth. The
British people of one hundred years ago were most unlike
the British people of to-day (1861). One hundred years
ago seventy-five per cent. of the whole population lived
by the cultivation of the soil, now eighty-seven per cent.
lived by following various manufacturing pursuits. One
hundred years ago the British people were an agricultural
people; now they were a mechanical people wedged togeth-
er at crowded centres of population. The person who saw
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the importation of the first bale of cotton into the Mersey
lived within his own recollection, and now there were no
fewer than 1,300,000 people in Lancashire, Cheshire, and
elsewhere in England who earned their subsistence by the
manufacture of cotton. This change and growth led grad-
ually to the transference of political and social power to
the same classes. The great Revolution in 1688 was a
matter with which the people had nothing to do; the aris-
tocracy of England made it to suit themselves; but they
were unable to keep its influence to themselves.

Examples of his figures of speech may be taken from
Confederation speeches, since, as most men saw it, that was
not a subject to lend itself to figurative language. When
giving a review in Montreal of the work accomplished at
the Quebec Conference, he likened the new Constitution
to the Eddystone lighthouse:

We acted not in an empirical spirit. We consulted the oracles of history
and of our race. We strove to build up on the old foundation, not to run up
a sudden showy edifice for ourselves, stucco in front, and lath and plaster
behind, but a British masonry, as solid as the foundations of the Eddy-
stone, which would bear the tempest and the waves, and resist the effect
of our corroding political atmosphere, consolidate our interests, and prove
the legitimacy of our origin.

In another speech he was stressing how solid a guarantee
Catholics would have for their religious freedom under the
proposed scheme, and said:

Embody the guarantee of the Treaty of Paris for religious liberty in a
Canadian constitution, and you give it a vitality, a generative force, as
a basis of future legislation. Now it may point a retort or embellish an
argument, but it has no other potency for us; transplant it from the musty
scrolls of old diplomacy to our own virgin soil, and, like the grains of Egyp-
tian wheat, taken from the cerements of a mummy to be planted in the
new world, it will bear fruit a hundred and a thousand fold.

A lecture he gave in Toronto at the Bums Centennial
celebration is an admirable example of his Celtic feeling for
style and nice choice of words exactly fitted to his subject.
He opens by describing, in simple, touching, imaginative
words, the birth of Burns:



474 THOMAS D’ARCY McGEE

When his honest father heard, on this night, in the year 1759, the first
faint cry with which all our race enter into the world, he might well be
filled with anxiety..... anxiety mingled with joy at the birth of an heir
to his lowly lot and toils ohscure. He might well have questioned himself
in fear and awe as to the prospects of that new life:—

— a blast of Januar' win’
Blew hansel in on Robin.

It rocked to the foundations “‘the auld clay biggin™ erected by his
father’s own hands; only one week later a stronger blast scattered it on
the earth, o that the infant poet and his mother were carried under the
midnight storm to the shelter of a neighbouring hovel,

From this lowly picture he passes to the circumstances
which surround his memory one hundred years later, and
describes these in a pomp of phrase and rhetorical sentence
as strikingly in contrast with his first style as the birth and
centenary celebration were with each other:

A century has gone by, and what a spell throughout the world to-day
is the name of William Burns’ son. Wherever on the face of the earth
there is a Scotsman-—and where is it they are not?—(cheers)-~the anni-
versary of that lonely birth beside the Bridge of Doon is celebrated as the
most glorious hour in modern Scottish history. And this rejoicing for
the birth of Robert Burns is not confined alone to the men of his own coun-
try. In England it will be honoured by the presence of that veteran of
every science, Lord Brougham, and embellished by the dainty fancy and
carved and inlaid humour of a man after the Bard’s own heart—Charles
Dickens. {(Loud applause.) In the neighbouring Republic it will draw
out eloquent tributes from every distinguished man among the five-and-
twenty miilions who speak our language under their own flag. On the
less familiar shores of that newer New World—Australia—by the banks
of the Yarra and the Murray—they have already given their last cheer,
sung their last song, and gone to bed on the morning of our to-morrow,
with “Auld Lang Syne” still ringing in their ears, (Cheers,) Wherever
on the face of the earth—at least in English-speaking regions—there is a
Scotsman, or a man, Robert Burns is not to-night without honour. In
our own remotest region the solitary factor of the fur company drains
bis glass of toddy to the memory he holds dear, and if there are human
voices enough to swell a chorus, the frosty echoes of the Arctic night are
ringing with Scottish words and Scottish melody.

But it is inadequate to consider only disconnected selec-
tions from his speeches, To understand the copiousness
of his oratorical gifts, as well as the tone and feeling of his
subject matter, it is necessary to follow in detail one of his
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consummate public deliverances. On September 21, 1861,
McGee gave a lecture at the London Agricultural Exhibi-
tion, which lends itself well to this purpose. His subject
was Canada’s Inlerest in the American Civil War.

The Civil War had begun about five months before, and
so far success had been distinctly with the Confederates,
Things looked very doubtful for the North after the defeats
of July and August at Bull Run and Wilson Creek. But
there is nothing doubtful or uncertain about McGee's ut-
terance. It is thioughout a generous, manly, comprehen-
sive, and popular appeal for the North. The issue may be
clouded for some men’s minds, but for McGee the great
reality is clear. The significance of the American war lies
in its relation to slavery; and the principle of slavery is ut-
terly detestable.

After a few pleasant, appropriate words of greeting to
his audience, McGee passed quickly into a smooth, naturally
arranged and well organized discussion. He pitched the
whole tone of the lecture on a high moral plane. Canadians
were aloof from this struggle, and should be able to form
unbiased opinions of the merits of the comhatants:

We conceive that the public intelligence is sufficiently centred in itself,
sufficiently calm, unbiased, and comprehensive to form opinions for
ourselves neither parrotted after the organs of the North nor echoed after
the orators of the South.

He pointed out how unnatural the revolution was from
different points of view. Both sides had the same mother
tongue, and their country was geographically one. As in
later years, when urging Confederation for Canada, this
unity and interdependence of the various parts of the coun-
try, because of the connection of their physical geography and
physical resources, appeared in McGee’s reasoning as a very
important factor. In the following words he gave his hearers
a graphic picture of the unity of the United States:

Yet vast as the extent of the Union became within the last few years,
it mav be observed that, between the Rocky Mountains and the Atlantic
at least, there is no natural barrier to its governmental unity. A canoe
launched on the upper waters of the Missouri, within sight of those snowy
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summits, may, with a few portages, make its way to the levee at New
Orieans; a pine, felled on the Cattaraugus Hills, within sight of Lake
Erie, may be floated from the Alleghany to the QOhio, and so to the same
port with the cance from Kansas or Dacotah.

Another bond, of equal force with the language and the
river system, was the memory of the common Paler Patrige.
He then turned aside for a moment to dissipate the popular
“bloodless myth” by which panegyrists obscured the real
Washington, revealing in its place ‘“‘the least faulty public
man of modemn times.”

The next question considered was, supposing the South
successful, what kind of government would they establish?
This part of the lecture does wonderful credit to McGee's
powers of clear, unbiased judgment and reasoning. Not
every one at that early date understood so thoroughly what
secession and the erection of an independent state, which
held labour in contempt and kept the labourer in crue! bond-
age, would mean as next-door neighbour to a ‘“‘great nation,
founded on free industry, political equality, diffused know-
ledge, energetic progress.” McGee, with his glowing words,
his passionate, eloquent and imaginative style, brought
home to his audience very emphatically a truth which many
of them before realized only in a vague, uncertain way.
This is a good illustration of a characteristic gift he gave his
time. He unfolded before ordinary men, in a never-to-be-
forgotten way, the haif-formed, half-realized truths and ide-
als of their better selves, and henceforth they had for them
the force and strength in which his clear-sighted eloguence
or passion had presented them. This new republic of the
South would be

an Oligarchy founded upon caste, the caste founded upon colour. A Re-
public founded wpon the servile labour of 4,000,000 blacks to begin with;
with 200,000 or 300,000 planters, and the rest of the white population—
over 7,000.000—rather freedmen than freemen; such an oligarchy, stripped
of all disguises, being of the newest must be of the most exacting and
intolerant description. Such an oligarchy would combine some of the
worst features of the worst systems hitherto endured by mankind; a rule
of caste as inexorable as cobtains in India; a Patrician power of life and
death; a Spanish contempt of mechanic industry;a Venetian espionage;
a Carthaginian subtlety and craft.
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What a number of historical hatreds this sentence trans-
fers in men's minds to the proposed new republic! Then he
continued:

Organize an American power on such a basis, give it a flag, a Senate, a
military aristecracy, a literature, and a history, and you condemn mankind
on this continent to begin over again the great battle of first principles,
which, in the Christian parts of the earth, were thought to have been set-
tled and established some centuries ago. As long as the monstrous doctrines
of the innate diversity of the human race, the incurable barbarism of the
black, and the hereditary mastership of the white, were confined to indiv-
iduals, or States, or sections, they were comparatively harmiess; but build
a government on such a basis, accept 300,000 whites as the keepers and
lords of life and death over 4,000,000 blacks; erect an entire social and polit-
ical superstructure on that foundation, and contemplate, if you can, with-
out horror, the problems and conflicts you are preparing for posterity.

He opened further discussion on this point with the brief,
electrifying statement:

The Guif of Guinea would soon be familiar with the new flag.

He continued then to drive home this fact by several
rhetorical, passionate questions, breathing in every line his
own fervent indignation:

While missionaries and men of science are penetrating the inmost re-
cesses of Africa, some by way of Mount Atlas, others through Egypt and
Abyssinia, others tracing the line across its vast extent, others starting from
Zanzibar and Mozambique—while all this heroism of science and of the
Cross is exhibited to us on that mysterious stage, are we preparing to sanc-
tion the erection of new barracoons on the slave coast and new auction
marts for human creatures along the cotton coast? Has the benevolence
and science of Europe explored the land only to bring the slave-seller and
slave-buyer more readily together? Is dense night to settle down again
on: all the 60,000,000 who people that forlorn and melancholy region? For
of one thing we must rest certain, the government that recognizes a slave
power on the Gulf of Mexico, recognizes by one and the sarne act that slave
power in the Gulf of Guinea. Was it not enough for Europe to have fast-
ened such an evil on the infant societies of the New World, that she now,
in the hour of hope for its extinction, comes to the rescue to perpetuate
the crime? What has become of zll the public penances done for that
sin of our ancestors, of all the declarations against slavery and the slave
trade? Are they all to be unsaid, renounced, controverted, because Man-
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chester is alarmed for its cotton, and Liverpool and Havre averse to the
biockade?

Not that McGee was forgetful of, or unsympathetic
towards the want in Lancashire and Manchester. Time
after time he urged his Canadian audiences to send relief
for the suffering operatives in those manufacturing districts.
Even in the following year, in the September of 1862, in spite
of the soreness in Canada over the criticisms of the English
press and several English politicians on the rejected Militia
Bill, McGee continued to beg for relief for those districts
*“as the best reply Canadians could give to the bitter accus-
ations which had been hurled against them.” But in this
lecture he was face to face with the greater permanent evil,
and the passing one assumed its relative proportions:

I do not underrate the vital importance to England of an ample supply
of cotton; there are a million mortals depending on that industry; but there
is capital enough in England, and there are cotton fields enough in the
rest of the world, to enable Manchester to shake off her dependence on
slave labour, and now is the time in which that long desired change can
be wrought—once and forever.

McGee next considered what the war would mean for
Canada from a commercial, diplomatic and military point of
view. This part of the lecture, while obvious, he hammered
home in a way to do a great deal of good when the country
seemed to be on the verge of drifting out of sympathy with
the North on account of some offensive newspaper talk on
the part of “one or two New York journals,” and retorts by
“one or more Canadian journals.” The issue had become
clouded in many men’s minds, and instead of a war against
slavery it was looked upon as a superficial conflict about
boundaries and territorial partitions in which the North was
actuated by lust of power. McGee's reasoning was clear
and practical, exactly suited to the farmers attending an
agricultural exhibition. Speaking of Canada’s trade, which
was wholly with the North, he said:

It may be crippled, or even lost, through international estrangement
enmity, and a spirit of retaliation. I ask the farmers, the millers, the
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forwarders and lumberers of Upper Canada and Central Canada to think
of this, when they see a portion of the press they patronize artfully and
continually labouring to stir up hestility and hatred towards the Northern
Americans. I venture to ask those journalists themselves to reflect upon the
consequences to Canada of refusal to continue the Reciprocity Treaty in
1865; to estimate the consequences, to count the cost, to ask themselves
how many ploughs may rust in the farmyard, how many bushels may rot
in the warehouse, how many mortgages may be foreclosed by the bank or
the court, what stringency, what gloom, and what suffering, what perma-
nent check to prosperity must be inflicted upon Canada and its people?

The rusting ploughs in the farmyard, the grain rotting
in the warehouses, and the mortgages foreclosed! What well-
selected definite incidents to flash into his argument and to
touch the minds and hearts of his audience!

At the same time that he hased his case on prudence and
expediency, he appealed to their widest, highest, and best
sympathies. Canada was reaping a benefit commercially
from the war, but his most scathing denunciation was for
those who could think of it largely from that point of view.
Having quoted Longfellow’s impassioned lines,

Thou too, sail on, O Ship of State!
Sail on, O Union, strong and great!
Humanity with all its fears,

With all the hopes of future years,

Is hanging breathless on thy fate!

We know what Master laid the keel,
What Workmen wrowught the ribs of steel,
Who made eack mast, and sail, and rope;
What anvils rang, what hammers beat,
In what a forge and what a heat

Were shaped the anchors of thy hope.

he continued the powerful image—

While the ship is driving on the rocks, her signal gun pealing for aid
above the din of the tempest—we do not lurk along the shore, gloating
over her danger, in hopes of enriching ourselves from the wreck. No, God
forbid! Such is not the feeling of the people of Canada. On the contrary,
fo far as their public opinion can be heard throughout the British Empire
or the United States, their wish would be that the Republic, as it was
twelve months ago, might live to celebrate in concord, in 1876, the cen-
tenary of its independence.
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Then on rolled the vigorous, fervid lecture to its close in a
triumphant summing up of the whole:

We prefer our own institutions to theirs; but our preference is rational,
not rancorous; we may think, and we do think, it would have been well for
them to have retained more than they did retain of the long-tried wisdom
of their ancestors; we may think, and we do think, that their overthrow
of ancient precedents and venerable safe-guards was too sweeping in 1776,
but as between continental peace and chronic civil war; as between natur-
al right and oligarchical oppression; as between the constitutional majority
and the lawless minority; as between free intercourse and armed frontiers:
as between negro emancipation and a revival of the slave trade; as between
the Golden Rule and the cotton crop of 1861; as between the revealed unity
of the race and the heartless heresy of African bestiality; as between the
North and South in this deplorable consequence, I rest firmly in the belief
that all that is most liberal, most intelligent, and most magnanimous in
Canada and the Empire, are for continental peace, for constitulional ar-
bitrament, for universal, if gradual, emancipation, for free intercourse,
for justice, mercy, civilization, and the North.

No one but a master most skilful with his material could
carry through such a series of comprehensive, clear-cut,
rhetorical antitheses in this smooth, easy, natural way.
It is the height of fine declamation.

Such was McGee, the thoughtful, scholarly, liberal-minded
public man, using his eloquence to direct popular opin-
ion. There was another McGee, equally well known in his
own generation, and maybe better remembered in ours.
This was McGee the fighting politician. He too was richly
endowed. He had marvellous skill and ingenuity in defend-
ing his own party. Their course never looked so attractive
nor their arguments so cogent and convincing as when
enunciated in his glowing words and graceful, polished
periods. He had a rich variety of weapons for attack. He
excelled in banter, which very often became downright
ridicule, but very seldom went so far as derision. Badinage
and mockery, too, he studied with good effect. In a House
and at a time when coarse chaffing and rude jeering often
took the place of more refined weapons, even McGee's
jesting was, comparatively speaking, on a scholarly plane.
This was very irritating to his more clumsy opponents.
It was very often not what he said, but the superior way in
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which it was said, that made the sting so unforgeitable.
Again, he was never at a loss for a pointed retort or a silen-
cing rejoinder. In this he was without a peer.

Besides, McGee was a firm believer in the cumulative
effect of constantly hitting on one nail—an adversary’s
well-known weakness, his amusing eccentricity, or vain-
glorious boasting. In days when there were few or no car-
toons, his word-pictures took their place in making his
warfare quickly and broadly effective and entertaining.
True, some members, Alexander T. Galt for one, found
such repeated references to some comic picture which he
had established, most unseasonable and boring. But these
censors were the exception. The majority enjoyed his
reference to some past cartoon or his present sketching of
a new one whenever he chose to indulge in the sport.

A few examples of his political cartoons may be resurrected
to show both their popular and literary side, and also to
show present day mature and sophisticated parliamentarians
how untrammelled, amusingly simple, direct -and boyish
their fathers were in their political warfare.

In McGee's Opposition days, Attorney-General Macdon-
ald appeared decked out as “the Julian of the troupe.” His
post-prandial habits gave the needed foundation.!

' This Opposition jesting calls in mind an editorial of The Globe head-
ed “Mr. D’Arcy McGee in the Witness Box,”” published Sept. 11, 1866..
D’Arcy McGee had been a chief guest and speaker at the John A.
Macdonald banquet in Kingston. This entertainment had been given
to Macdonald as Minister of Militia, to advertise his friends’ confi-
dence in him, and to repudiate a series of articles in the Canadian
press under such titles as “Drunkenness in High Places.” “That Mr.
McGee should have been brought from Montreal to Kiogston to test-
ify to the virtues of the Minister of Militia reminds one,” says The
Giobe, “‘of the old story of the Scot who was called as a witness in a.
trial in which the sobriety of an old crony of his was in question:
‘Do you know John Thomson?’ asked the counsel.

“*That I do, sir,—kenn’d John Thomson frae a ladcie *
* ‘Have you often been in company with him?’

“*QOh, ay—hunders ¢’ times.’

* *Had a jolly night with him occasionally, eh?’

“‘You may say that, sir, and no lee aboot it.’

“ ‘Seen him the worse for liquor occasionally?’

* ‘Na, na, sir, but muckle the better o't many a time",

“ *Did you never see him drunk?’
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The Attorney-General East, George Etienne Cartier,
appeared usually as an operatic singer in McGee's gallery,
Cartier had a high-pitched, rasping voice In his speeches,
but he prided himself upon his ability to sing French comic
songs. As the head of the Government he had attended the
Prince of Wales, on his visit in 1860, on board the “Hero™”
from Quebec to Ottawa, and according to contemporary
accounts had entertained the Prince in a jovial and hilarious
way, particularly by his singing and dancing.” During the
next session, on Cartier saying that he lost the election in
Montreal because the Irish voted against him simply
because he would not accept Mr. McGee, and that he pre-
ferred to lose an election rather than win it in company with
McGee, McGee anewered:

I fear T should have proved a rather uncongenial associate for the hon-
ourable gentleman. ...especially during the Prince's visit. He has
told us himself of one of the functions he discharged during that historical
period—his dancing—but he modestly suppressed all relerence to the
other constitutional daty he discharged, namely, his singing. (Laughter.)
Yet we have it set down in sundry places in a history of the visit dedi-
cated to the Commissioner of Crown Lands, how the honourable gentle-
man transformed himself, both on the St. Lawrence and on the Ottawa,
from a severe Prime Minister into an amusing Primo Buffo. (Roars of
laughter.) At one place—I quote the page of history—Mr. Cartier
is represented as volunteering a very earnest Canadian song of emphatic
accent and tender purport. (Laughter.) Ah, Mr. Speaker, if he would
only have his speeches set to music (laughter) and sing them from the
Treasury Bench in the manner of an operatic hero, what a saving it would
be to our ears, and who can tell but such syren arts might win over some
of the stubborn Opposition.

** ‘Never saw sic a thing in 2’ my life,’

“ ‘Do you venture to say, witness, under the solemnity of your oath,
that you never once saw John Thomson drunk?”

* ‘Never ance—as sure's daith!—I was aye under the table mysel’,
lang afore that.” ”

Apronos of Cartier’s entertainment of the Prince of Wales, it may be
noted how he contrived to prevent McGee displaying his particular
talents before the Prince. The committee of citizens of Montreal in
charge of the banquet given to the Prince on the opening of Victoria
Bridge, with John Young as chairman, arranged that D’Arcy McGee
should propose the toast of the evening. When the Premier heard this,
in the words of a press report, *he knocked the plan on the head;” no
speaking at all was allowed.
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John Sandfield Macdonald was another whom McGee
delighted to caricature. John Sandfield was a fiddler, and
one ot his most popular methods of keeping in touch with
his constituents in those good old days was to enliven their
various dinners, weddings and family festivities by playing
Scotch selections on his beloved Cremona. Accordingly his
role in D’ Arcy’s troupe became “Old Rosin the Bow.”

Christopher Dunkin, secure to fame by his Confederation
speech of two days and two nights, which filled one hundred
and twenty columns of the official report, and analyzed
with microscopic thoroughness every clause and phrase of
the agreement, was born to enter McGee's gay procession.
Sometimes he was the “petty politician” of Tom Moore’s
ditty, “There was a little man and he had a little soul,” etc.
This classic had some five or six stanzas of eight lines each
and all of the same high order. The first time McGee hit
on its applicability he treated the House to a complete rend-
ering, and contemporary reports say, ‘‘roars of laughter and
applause from all parts of the House prevented the honour-
able gentleman continuing his speech for several minutes.”
At other times Dunkin reminded McGee, ‘“‘as he rises and
scintillates his little points,” of the nursery rhyme, “Twinkle,
twinkle, little star,” but usually he was drawn, to counter-
balance our neighbours’ “old Abe the rail-splitter,” as
“Young Abe the hair-splitter.”

D’Arcy McGee's powers of retort were equally entertain-
ing. A Mr. St. Dennis laughed a very loud, derisive ha-ha,
when McGee spoke in criticism of the report of the Financial
and Departmental Commission in March, 1863. McGee
turned on him suddenly:

The henourable gentlernan seems to be jocose out of place. He rather
terminds me of his namesake who went from Montmartre to Paris without
a head {great laughter) and who was not apparently the last of his name
who arrived at a capital without the necessary capital to his spinal col-
umn. (Hear, hear, and great laughter.)

Mr. St. Dennis: The honourable gentleman brought his head without
his reputation across the Atlantic. (Oh, oh, and Hear, hear.)

Mr. McGee: Well, if the honourable gentleman is pleased with my
hagwology he is welcome to any references he pleases to my exodus.
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On one occasion 2 member elected to support the Oppos-
ition became a strong Government supporter very suddenly
and mysteriously-—unless the alleged fact of the Bank of
Upper Canada having advanced him one hundred thousand
dollars in the meantime, and later being refunded that
amount by.the Government, might throw light on his conver-
sion. The Honourable Provincial Secretary, alluding to the
matter, said, “The honourable gentleman had good reason for
changing his mind,” whereupon McGee added, “and I have
no doubt that he also had good change for his reasons.”

When James Aikens on April 29th, 1859, brought in his bill
to incorporate the medical profession in Upper Canada under
the name of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, Sidney
Smith, the Postmaster-General, tried to estimate the number
of medical men in the province ‘“roughly.” There were
above one thousand post offices in Upper Canada, and he
would hold a guinea against any man that there were at
least as many practitioners, “because wherever there was a
post office there was always a medical practitioner.”
(Cries of No, no, and laughter.) McGee interrupted,
“Does the honourable gentleman mean to say that there is
an accoucheur wherever there is a delivery?”

And so the examples might be multiplied, for it isa tempt-
ing subject. Almost every column of his speeches reported
some pun or play of words or witticism. The Postmaster-
General, whose speeches the Opposition organ, with the
usual grain of truth, spoke of “as being as good as he had
brains to make them, which is rather contemptible at the
best,” and again as ‘“‘a rare jumble of absurdity, malice and
knavery,” became, in McGee’s vernacular, “the one who
has charge of all the intelligence of Canada.” On another
day, the secret of the Government lay in “the rhinoceros
character of their conscience.” At another time the speech
reminded him of “Falstaff’s pennyworth of bread to such an
unconscionable quantity of sack,” while another address
“possessed, like Mercutio’s brain, a plentiful lack of maiter.”

But such sallies and waggeries were merely the froth of
his political speeches. To get a complete example of his
tactics and ability as a political orator, one entire speech
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should be followed. A very good one for this purpose is the
one he made at the time of the “thrusting out” of the Brown-
Dorion Ministry in the summer of 1858.

The passing of this short Administration was a tooth-and-
nail affair. Dent’s history records that it produced ‘‘a tone
of public mind in some parts of Upper Canada for some days,
almost revolutionary.” When the temper and tone of
D’Arcy McGee's speech is considered this must be remem-
bered. And further it must be remembered that the five
months session which had worked itself up to this climax was
one of the bitterest in our annals.

The political details have been narrated elsewhere. It is
sufficient to recall that the session had been one of inordi-
nate party strife, and that, when it was announced Ottawa
had been chosen as capital, the Reformers decided then was
the opportune time to capitalize all the antagonism and gen-
eral dissatisfaction against the Government in their own
favour. A motion so worded as to command wide support and
to the effect that Ottawa ought not to be the permanent seat
of government was carried by a vote of sixty-four to fiity.
Brown then said this was an expression of disapproval of
the Government’s policy and to test the matter he would
move an adjournment. Macdonald and Cartier accepted the
challenge; the question was submitted and defeated by a
majority of eleven. Therefore, the Macdonald-Cartier
Government were entitled to say they had not lost the con-
fidence of the House. But later, considering it would be
good tactics, they decided to resign. The Governor-General,
Sir Edmund Head, accepted their resignation and entrusted
to George Brown the task of forming a new Administration.
In three days the Brown-Dorion Ministry was formed
on a general platform. This was astonishing success to
the House, and very disconcerting news to their opponents,
who had no desire to see all their Government archives thus
unpreparedly turned over to their antagonists. But they
took heart. It was a curious business, and it was not too
late to retrieve their position. The swearing in of the
Brown-Dorion Cabinet automatically vacated their seats
in the Legislature until such time as they could be re-clected



486 THOMAS D’ARCY McGEE

Immediately, therefore, it was necessary to bring before the
House motions to issue the writs for these necessitated
elections. This gave the Conservatives their opportunity.
Two prominent Macdonald-Cartier supporters moved a
want of confidence amendment to the motion for the first
of those writs. The voting on this put the Brown-Dorion
Ministry in a minority of forty. Brown had then either to
have Parliament dissolved and try his fate in a new election,
or to resign. He asked the Governor-General for a dissolu-
tion and sent him at the same time a very detailed memoran-
dum of why, as his constitutional adviser, he considered a
new election the only course. In spite of Brown’s reasoning,
Sir Edmund Head thought otherwise and in his turn sent
Brown an elaborate and sarcastically penned document
refusing dissolution. The Brown-Dorion Ministry resigned
and the full correspondence between Brown and his Excel-
lency was placed on the table.

It was in the following prolonged and hitter debate,
and when the Minister members of the Liberal party were
debarred from their seats in the House, that D’Arcy McGee
spoke valiantly for his absent leaders.

McGee had been absent in Montreal during the earlier
proceedings, so he opened his speech by referring to the
accounts of the crisis he had seen in the Conservative
newspapers. They had been largely desirous to prejudice
the new Government by linking it up with an Irish Catholic.
Their chief articles set forth McGee—decked out in all
manner of absurd allusions to his past history—as about
to become one of the favourite counsellors of the new Admin-
istration, especially on education:

Such things, I suppose, are to be expected on an occasion of such a
crisis as that we have just gone through—or at least the earlier stage of
t.

And so, to use Gladstone’s homely phrase, he proceeded
to “make the kettle boil,” with the rhetorical amplitude
of a born speaker just warming to his subject:

We have this day only seen the beginning of it, unless I have entirely
mistaken the public sentiment of the city I have the honour to represent,
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and along the line I have traversed during the last day or two. I believe
we have passed through only one stage of the crisis, and whatever may be
the other stages I feel assured that persons who have hitherto stood high
in this country will be made to experience that there is a public opinion
in Canada. ...I do not wish to refer to the documents (Correspondence
between Governor-General and Mr. Brown), but I presume that they are
public property, and I think no one can fail to see through those docu-
ments an animus in them, a dexterous hand appearing through them, a
lawyer-like cunning and sagacity all through them. (Cries of Qrder!)

All my life T have been a student of style, and I can tell a professional
form of expression from a non-professional, and, I say, a skillful technical
hand has been at the framing of those documents. The country can trace
the hand and the spirit that guided it and will draw its own conclusions
and act upon them.

The charity that thinketh no evil could not be expected
to flourish in the parliamentary atmosphere of that July.
The unusually skilful and sarcastic wording of Sir Edmund’s
answer lent any little plausibility needed tor the Liberal
interpretation that the Governor-General had been a party
to 2n intrigue with John A. Macdonald and that his refusal
of dissolution emanated from that dark source. History
absolves Sir Edmund of intrigue, but finds him guilty of
gross partiality towards the Conservative leaders. McGee
continued:

The whole country prophesied that no matter what the House might
advise, the Executive would not permit dissolution.

And there he was happily interrupted by Ogle R. Gowan,
member for Leeds, shouting: “Every person of common
sense knew that.,” McGee's uncanny quickness to convert
such a simple enemy dart as this into a veritable boomerang
never had richer scope:

Every person of common sense, that is, I suppose, every supporter of
the Macdonald-Cartier Administration, knew what would be the result.
Well! we are learning a new lesson and have turned a new leaf in the history
of responsible government. Everyone, says the honourable gentleman,
knew that the Executive of this country would not take a certain course,
notwithstanding that his sworn advisers might constitutionally have
advised him to take that course} Everyone knew that the Executive would
not be bound by the advice of the men he had called to his council! If that
were true. [ say it would be a mockery of all government—that anywhere
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in Europe or America such a course of proceeding would dishonour any
private or public person who resorted to it—especially a gentleman in
high station. Such a one would deserve to have his arms reversed and
the sword that dubbed him by the title he wears broken before his face.
{Cheers and cries of Order!)

We are learning new lessons in responsible government, and before we
leave this floor to-night the representatives of the people of Canada ought
to have the fullest and most detailed explanation in order to justify the
statement made here by an habitual supporter of the late Administration
that a Government was formed whose advice the supporters of a previous
government knew that his Excellency would not take. (Hear, hear.)
If this be so, then it appears that the new Administration, while they were
going through the form of being sworn in and getting their portfolios, that
the new Administration had not, but the old Administration still had,
the confidence of his Excellency—that the men whom he had called in and
invited to be his advisers were the men whom he mistrusted and distrust-
ed, while the men who had been discarded from his councils, the men who
last Thursday went through the farce and mockery of a resignation, were
the men who still retained his confidence.

It had been a most unusual proceeding. The Conservatives
with their majority of eleven had really changed seats with
the sportiveness of schoolboys playing a prank. This had
not been lost on McGee:

If we look at the spirit which was visible and the scenes we witnessed
tast Thursday, and day by day afterwards, we will see everything to confirm
us in that view. On Thursday morning the honourable gentlemen went
through the solemn farce, or as it now tums out to have been on the evid-
ence of the gentleman from Leeds, the amusing farce, the light comedy of
regigning, But never surely did Ministry resign in such excellent good
humour. Instead of looking like losing men they looked like men who had
won. From what has since turned out it is evident that the whole plan
was arranged (cries of Order from the Macdonald side). Then the gibes and
jokes and jests about changing sides, and offering the keys of desks, were
all in consistency with the expectation of a successful result from a
cunningly devised scheme. The honourable member for Leeds spoke about
common sense, but nothing is more adverse to common sense than its
counterfeit, a low, mole-like cunning. (Hear, Hear.)

Naturally these last unusually disparaging and taunting
words caused a loud commotion from the Macdonald ranks.
But McGee’s voice was never drowned in turmoil, nor his
manner perturbed by disturbance. He went soaringly on,
carried away by a high moral wave. In a most characteristic
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manner he gained now, as on many stuch occasions he was
able to gain, an immense advantage from this tone of
superiority which he successfully maintained. “When the
rights of the people were assailed in England,” he questioned,
“what was the tone of the House of Commons? Bold speak-
ing and outspoken candour.” In support of this he heaped
up his historical proof in abundance from the days of Magna
Charta down to those of Wilkes and the Reform Bill:

Sometimes, Mr. Speaker, those who held your position [in the British
Parliament] had to put forth all their authority, and sometimes in vain,
to restrain those bold, outspoken representatives of the people who would
not be cheated of their rights by any dexterous caballing. .. .

Old William Lyon Mackenzie, then sitting in his last
Parliament, here broke in, “And won’t now.” Once again
McGee's ready repartee, coining a poetic epithet, accentuated
the gain made by this interruption:

I am glad to hear that response from the oldest sentinel of public liberty
in Canada.

So much for the attack. Was the defence as clever and
cogent as the assault and exposure had been? The vague
general outline of the party platform which had been given
to the Assembly by William Patrick, member for South
Grenville, when the names of the Cabinet were announced,
was in Conservative eyes a significant failure. They were
most anxious to hear in precise terms how far George Brown
had compromised with his colleagues on the questions of
the day. Why, McGee lightly retorted, the House had to
wait five months for a policy at the hands of those honourable
gentlemen who demand that their successors should have
one ready, cut and dry, in as many hours. On Monday
evening, the Ministry had only a few hours before been
sworn into office, their seats had not yet been declared
vacant, the writs had not yet been moved for their constitu-
encies, and they were called upon to give an explanation,
as if to form a policy was such plain sailing in Canada:

1 appeal to any man of candour, to any of the gentlemen oPposi_tt_z w}-no
is not blinded by passion or prejudice, if it really is such plain sailing in
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Canada—if the pecple are so homogeneous—if there are no questions of
creed, of tongue, of blood, of historic feud, that in eight or twelve hours,
twelve men, coming together at the council board for the first time, can
shape an official policy that they will afterwards like to come down and
endorse as their policy for the future government of the country.

Very true and ingenious reasoning, if not wholly convin-
cing. But McGee felt himself on stronger ground when carry-
ing the war into the enemy’s country, so he veered to a very
attractive line of argument about fair play. The step taken
on Monday evening was an outrage upon justice, and as
such would be resented. There was no race or class of people
in Canada who did not advocate “fair play.” Canadians
were not Sepoy slaves from the jungles of India, ““who fawn
and fawn only to obtain an opportunity to stab.” No,
Canadians were sprung from the European family, all of
whom demanded 1air play. The Scotch said *“fair play,
bonnie play;” “never asperse a man who is absent” was the
characteristic of the Englishman, and he thought he knew
enough of another race to know what their sense of honour
and chivalry would lead them to do:

‘These were the sentiments that animated the people of the land ennobled
by a Du Guesclin and a Bayard (hear, hear) and these were the senti-
ments which sprang from the hearts of the great body of the people of Upper
and Lower Canada.

There had been a strenuous campaign to antagonize the
Catholics against the new Ministry on account of George
Brown's strongly voiced views on “popery,” “Separate
Schools,” and “Lower Canada Domination.” But McGee
parried this very neatly, and turned attention from the
main issue by a diverting little aside of sarcastic banter,
which, judged by its reception, was equally appreciated
on both sides of the House. He and his friends had never
been ashamed to avow what they considered to he the essen-
tials of the Catholic religion, but among these essentials he
never yet found that portion of the Mosaic Law which de-
manded an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. He never
found uncharitableness or the principle of attacking absent
men a part of that religion. Those who professed it ought to
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have given the new Administration a fair trial and been

prepared to judge them by their acts and not judge them
in advance:

It must have been a rare sight to have seen the champiens of Christendom
who represented the constituencies of Lambton (M. Cameron) and Terre-
bonne (L. 8. Morin) trembling for the safetv of the ark of Israel. The
country would, however, know that their anxiety for the ark of Israel was
far less in intensity than their solicitude about the treasury box. (Laugh-
ter and cheers.)

The attempt to disparage the Liberals as lacking in
loyalty to the Queen he handled with energy and estimated
very pointedly at its true worth. The fine speeches that
were made about the respect due to the Queen and about
the rudeness and disrespect to the sovereign of the motion
of E. U. Piche, member for Berthier, would, in England,
“where loyalty was undoubted,” be laughed at. The true
English loyalist was not always trumpeting his loyalty
forth to the world, he was satisfled it had root in the heart
and was perfectly easy respecting it:

It is your unsteady, nervous kind of loyalist who takes alarm at the voice
of Democracy, but true loyalists bow to the voice of the people. (Hear,
hear.)

Towards the end of this zealous speech, I’Arcy McGee
attained a calmer, higher and characteristic note. The
party politician was eclipsed by the statesman who caught
a glimpse of the future of a united Canada foreshadowed
in the union of the Brown-Dorion forces. He would have
welcomed the Brown-Dorion combination as a truce to
religious war, ‘“‘which has so long and fiercely waged in this
country.” If such men were able to work honestly together,
“and no one would rise and impute to any of them dishonest
motives,” it would have been a proof that the two provinces
could work together well. It would have been a practical
answer to the demand for the dissolution of the Union.
They would have been twelve hostages for the preservation
of the Union. As a Unionist, as a lover of the country, and
as one who had not abandoned the hope of seeing the people
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of Canada working out their destiny with one heart and
will, he hailed their appointment with great and undis-
guised satisfaction.,

So ended this great political speech. Even in the cold
distance of to-day it is a stirring, entertaining address. But
when it was delivered it had an energy and a fervour about
it, a force and a justness in its dramatic appeal for parlia-
mentary liberty, a life and movement and climax, very
hard to equal in Canadian political speeches.

Furthermore, this closing was typical of McGee. He
consciously and conscientiously endeavoured to uphold the
high and elevated principles behind politics and parlia-
mentary work. He sought zealously and laboriously, even
in the midst of patty warfare and personal conflict, to relate
his parliamentary speeches to broad, general, fundamental
truths of political science and history and constitutional
development. He chose great subjects—historic empires,
historic characters, national rights, religious toleration,
and his own splendid visions of the future of Canada.
And such great themes naturally lifted his speeches to a
higher plane, just as he represented the idea of Confed-
eration elevating the “provincial mind and provincial
politicians:”

The provincial mind, it would seem, under the inspiration of a great
question, leaped at a single bound out of the slough of mere mercenary
struggles for office, and took post on the higher and honourable ground
from which alone this great subject can he taken in, in all its dimensions.
We find in the journais and in the speeches of public men in the Lower
Provinces a discussion of the first principles of government, a discussion
of the principles of constitutional law, and an intimate knowledge and
close application of the leading facts in constitutional history, which gives,
to me at least, the satisfaction and assurance that if we never went further
in the matter we have put an end for the present, and I hope for long, to
bitterer and smaller controversies, We have given the people some sound
mental food, and to every man who has a capacity for discussion we have
given a topic upon which he can fitiy exercise his powers, no longer gnaw-
ing at z file, and wasting his abilities in the poor effort of advancing the
ends of some paltry faction or party.

D’Arcy McGee could scarcely have put into better words
the 1deal behind his own speeches, both as a standard for
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himself and as a tonic for others, The unanimous verdict of
his contemporaries was that political discussion in this
country was of a distinctly higher tone than it would have
been if D’Arcy McGee had never come to Canada.

And more, political knowledge and understanding were
much more widely disseminated than if D’Arcy McGee
had never come to Canada. The country had come to look
to him for the vivid and imaginative presentation of great
public questions which enabled all classes of the community
to realize their importance. As it was said, D’Arcy McGee
was the link between the people and their representatives
in Parliament. He created in thousands of minds an intelli-
gent interest in our country and its political destinies. He
laboured as no other public Canadian man has before or
since, to increase the interest felt by the people of the
country, not alone in politics, but in all intellectual pur-
suits. In all the principal towns of Canada, and in many of
the smaller ones, he had lectured repeatedly in behalf of
various benevolent and literary societies, and he never did
so without imparting both instruction and delight.

D’Arcy McGee’s eloquence, his oratory, was the crown
and flower of his marvellous and varied abilities. The
facility with which, under all circumstances, he could draw
on the rich resources of his mind, his fancy, his memory,
and his heart, to the joy and edification of all men, was the
glory of his day. This great gift he was now to use in Canada
on its most imperishable theme. In making Confedera-
tion an idea understood, valued and held precious by the
people from Sarnia to Halifax, D’Arcy McGee’s transcendent
abilities found the most compelling and fitting work which
had ever fallen to them. Away beyond the realm of party
and sectional selfishness, of racial and religious strife, he
pointed his hearers to a vision of a nation and a national
life united, self-reliant, strong, pressing on to higher things.
His persuasive eloquence drew the people together and
kindled them with his own fire.



CHAPTER XV
THE NATION-BUILDER

There is a name I would fatn approach with befilting
reverence, for il casts athwart memory the shadow of all
those qualities thal man admires in man. If lells of one
in whom the generous enthusiasm of voulh was but mel-
lowed by the experience of cultured manhood; of one
who lavished the warm love of an Irvisk heart on the land
of his birth, vet gave a loyal and lrue affection io the land
of his adoption; who strove with all the power of genius fo
converl the stagnant pool of politics into a siream of living
waier; who dared to be national in the face of provincial
selfishness, and impartially liberal in the teeth of secia-
rian strife; who from Halifax to Sandwich sowed broad-
cast the seeds of a higher national life, and with persuasive
eloguence drew us closer {ogether as a people, pointing oul {o
each what was good in the other, wreathing our sym-
pathies and blending our hopes—ryes! one who breathed
wnto our New Dominion the spirit of a proud self-
reliance, and first taught Canadians lo respect themselves.
Was it a wonder thal a cry of agony rang throughout the
land when murder, foul and wmost unnatural, drank the
life-blood of Thomas D’'Arcy McGeelt

A heroic hour had struck in the history of our country.
There was a “work of noble note” to be done, and the men
of the day, thrusting behind them all minor matters, all
petty disputes and narrow jealousies, rose in stature as they
bent their best endeavours to accomplish a truly great and
permanent result.

*  Canada Firsl, or Our New Nationality, an address by W. A, Foster.
Q. C., in Toronto, 1871.
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By 1864, both in the Maritime Provinces and in Canada,
events had moved toward union. When the construction
of the Intercolonial road at an early day seemed hopeless,
the three Maritime Provinces, New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia, and Prince Edward Island, at their session in the
winter of 1864, severally passed resolutions authorizing
their respective governments to enter negotiatioris and hold
a convention to arrange all details for their political, legis-
lative, and fiscal union. This convention was to meet in
September at Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island. A
few weeks after the Maritime determination had hbeen
taken, a most unheard-of coalition was formed in Canada,
between the leaders of the Reform and Conservative part-
ies—between George Brown and John A. Macdonald.
The object of the coalition, it has been seen, was to find a
solution for the sectional antagonism and political dead-
lock which had befallen the Province of Canada. That
solution, it was hoped, would be found by adopting a federal
system, to comprise all central and eastern British North
America. This involved a meeting between representatives
of the five provinces it was hoped to unite.

The proposed Maritime Convention at Charlottetown
gave an immediate opportunity, and the Canadians were
allowed to utilize it. They were extended an invitation
to lay before the others, when there assembled, the wider
Canadian scheme. These Canadian delegates were selected
on the same coalition principles as the Government they
represented. The Convention likewise had been lifted
out of party conflict. Dr. Tupper, the leader of the Gov-
ernment of Nova Scotia, had included in his deputation
not only Henry and Dickey, his own supporters, but Ar-
chibald and McCully, long and well-known leaders of the
Liberal party. Tilley from New Brunswick had taken
with him Chandler and Gray as Conservative representa-
tives as well as Johnson and Steeves, his Liberal allies; and
Prince Edward Island had also representatives of both
parties among her delegates, Gray, Coles, Pope, Palmer
and Macdonald.

Towards the creating and strengthening of the national
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spirit which lay behind and prompted these simultaneous
non-party endeavours in five different centres to create
one great, united land, D’Arcy McGee made a distinctive
and indispensable contribution.

This proposal of a British American Union was not new.,
As far back as the year 1800 the Hon, Mr. Uniacke of Nova
Scotia had submitted to the Imperial authorities a scheme
for the union of all the colonies. Chief Justice Sewell and
Sir John Beverley Robinson had each formed at different
times a similar project before the Union of the Canadas
was effected in 1840. During the last decade of this Union,
since the representation difficulties had been growing acute,
there had been much academic talk of a larger allance as
the solution which would eventually lead to the greatest
things. Alexander Galt’s endeavour in 1858 was the most
definite and noteworthy effort of the period. As far ag
Canada alone was concerned, the present status of the
movement grew naturally out of it. Brown’s important
Committee was based on Galt’s original motion. As
D’Arcy McGee put it, it now looked as if the dream of
Colonial Union “which had been dreamed by such wise
and good men......must have been a sort of vision—a
vision foreshadowing forthcoming natural events in a clear
intelligence: a vision—I say it without irreverence, for the
events concern the lives of millions living, and yet to come—
resembling those seen by the Daniels and Josephs of old,
foreshadowing the trials of the future, the fate of tribes
and peoples, the rise and fall of dynasties.”

Yet, the great question had hitherto, and still, in fact,
floated aloof. For the people as a whole, it had not life
or interest. ‘“Whatever the private writer in his closet
may have conceived,” McGee said, with a right under-
standing, in his famous Confederation speech in the Cana-
dian Parliament on February 9th, 1865, “whatever the
individual statesman may have designed, so long as the
public mind was uninterested in the adoption, even in the
discussion of a change in our position so momentous as
this, the union of these separate Provinces, the individual
laboured in vain—perhaps, Sir, not wholly in vain, for
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although his work may not have borne fruit then, it was
kindling a fire that would ultimately light up the whole
political horizon and herald the dawn of a better day for
our country and our people.”

And now the golden moment of opportunity had come;
the question itself was at the door; partisan politics was
suspended to solve it. “Events stronger than advocacy,
events stronger than men, have come in at last like the fire
behind the invisible writing to bring out the truth of these
writings and to impress them upon the mind of every
thoughtful man who has considered the position and prob-
able future of these provinces.”! With the opportunity
came also the divinely gifted leader and teacher of the
people with his glory of words to make the vision of their
new nation a thing familiar and beloved to all—to the
thinkers and the common people alike. He pointed them
to something to be worked for gladly and proudly, to be
sought for solemnly and prayerfully, and when obtained
to be cherished dearer and more precious than life itself.

The Fathers of Confederation were many; and each one
brought to his country’s altar the highest powers and tal-
ents which within him lay. With no wish to individualize
unduly, but merely by way of illustration, one or two of
McGee's most prominent colleagues may be mentioned.
John A. Macdonald, once he was converted, exerted to the
utmost his winning, persuasive power over men and his
ability to work out and analyze practical and constitutional
forms of government and the distribution of authority and
functions. George E. Cartier likewise, when in the end he
was convinced, successfully threw the weight of his influence
into counselling and guiding Lower Canada into acceptance
of the larger union in which they had hitherto feared their
particular interests of race and religion would be swallowed
up. Alexander Galt, who had championed Federation with
the farsighted reasoning of a statesman in the days of cold
and heedless indifference, now gave to the common weal
his matchless ability in handling Canadian finances. He
inspired, as no other could have done, a faith and confi-

McGee in his speech of Feb. th, 1865.
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dence in the financial, commercial, and fiscal soundness
of the proposed state. George Brown gave himself. He
trampled under foot his deepest personal prejudices and
passions in order to further the great national plan which
alone would solve worthily the Upper Canadian problem
he had been working upon for years. And likewise all the
others; each man brought his characteristic contribution to
aid in the furtherance of the great work. ID’Arcy McGee's
offering can best be understood by saying that he stamped
the movement with its ideal and inspiring character. It
came to have a soul, and it was D’Arcy McGee who gave
it this soul.

For the majority of people, ID’Arcy McGee’s Confeder-
ation speeches and writings lifted the whole subject, not
exactly out of politics, but up to a plane where political
and moral ideas met. Many things which the people,
under the enchantment of his presence and his voice, could
not have fully understood, helped to accomplish this. His
hearers did not always apprehend his persuasive reasoning,
his learning, and his wealth of historic and contemporary
illustration; and they were not always familiar with the
facts of foreign and domestic politics and of constitutional
development he presented, nor with the glory of the great
names and the great words he culled from our own parlia-
mentary records and those of the Mother of Parliaments;
yet they were mastered and impressed by the fullness of
his knowledge. Moreover, his fervid words aroused their
feeling of civic duty, and the man’s own life and work, his
genuine depth of conviction, and the unmistakable proofs
that his whole heart was in the matter, gave force and
depth to the orator’s speech.

A pertinent yet not too detailed example of how McGee
habitually gave his hearers a breadth of survey which in-
cluded the great affairs of history, of nations, and of life,
and blotted out of consideration petty material details,
may be found in his article, A Plea for a Brilish American
Nationality.! He had been considering the pecuniary rea-
sons which were advanced for Canada becoming one with

Y British American Magazine, August, 1863.
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the American Republic. But he turned aside, impatient
of such a line of reasoning. He must find a better way to
combat material inducements than with material objec-
tions. He would join issue “not on pecuniary advantages,
but on broader and better grounds.” Then his argument
soared. “If ever a people of the New World were called
to prove their capacity for self-examination and self-
guidance, it is the British Americans of our day.” Following
the development of this theme, McGee asked: “What
kind of a country do men fight to uphold?”” And his answer
came thus: “What men love best they defend best; what
they truly believe in, for that they will bravely die. En-
thusiasm is to war as the stream to the mill-wheel......
Whoever or whatever excites this irresistible spirit, whether
for a creed or a constitution, an idea or a chief, brings into
the field a living power, sufficient to combat the most sericus
disparities and to overthrow the most formidable obstacles.”
And so on the article rolls, touching on such subjects or
illustrations as the Prussian dynasty swept before the
cannon of Jena and afterwards rising victorious through
“the inspiration of poet voices which sang the common
fatherland from the Baltic to the Tyrol and the Rhine.”
Austria’s experience follows; then Italy’s, where “enthu-
siasm for Italian unity, excited by the writings, speeches,
and sacrifices of so many gifted Italians. .. .has invested
the descendants of the Dukes of Savoy with the power and
resources of the Caesars.” Thus to the end, where McGee
achieved the seerlike international vision of a greater Europe
which would include America, and which has only very
recently become a practical question in the politics of this
continent:

In pleading again the cause of British American nationality, we do so
on this among other grounds, that the bare idea is capable of exciting in
our breasts that force which only patriotic enthusiasm can give. It is
an idea which begets a whole progeny, kindred to itself—such as ideas of
extension, construction. permanence, grandeur, and historical renown.
It expands as we observe it, opening up long, gleaming perspectives into
both time and space. 1t comprehends the erection of a new North
American nation, inheriting among other advantages the law of nations
for its shelter and guidance. For, whether the disunited Republican States
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south of us, shall finally come together under one government or not, it
is quite clear that if two or more really independent powers, founded on
distinct schemes of polity, should hereafter stand side by side on thig
continent, the intemational law of Christendom, or some substitute for
it, must regulate the relations of neighbourhood between such powers.

Hitherto, as our readers are aware, the United States have not considered
themselves included in what they persist in calling “‘the European sys-
tem” of the balance of power, and the international justice symbolized
by that balance...... But should Mexico, under the guarantee of France,
recover her lost unity...... and British America, under the protection
of England, attain to the dignity of a kingdom or principality—dependent
on the Imperial Crown. ..... then the two great Western powers of Europe
would feel equally with Mexico and British North America, the import-
ance of extending to this continent that code under which, by the admis-
sion of Wheaton, the highest American authority, the Old World has made
*‘a considerable advance both in the theory of international morality and
in the practice of justice among states.”......

The unicn of British America into one nationality would, then, accord-
ing to our view, perpetuate our connection with the European family of
states, and make this country instrumental in bringing the whole of Amer-
ica within the circle of international law. To enable us to play this dis-
tinguished part before both the New and Old Worlds, it is essential that
we should have first a constitution framed upon our own sensus commun-
#5: the offspring and image of our own intelligence; a constitution to love
and to live for; a cherished inheritance for our children; in comprehension,
noble; in justice, admirable; in wisdom, venerable.

Carrying on this noble propaganda from Halifax to
Sarnia was no new work for McGee. From his earliest
days in Canada there had been the affinity of a great nature
for a great issue between McGee and this endeavour, He
had a missionary zeal to convert the national mind upon the
various factors of the immense problem as he himself took
hold of them one after another and prepared his own mind
upon them. He had become saturated with the subject,
and wielded as a result the tremendous power over people
which great and accurate knowledge always commands.
In November, 1863, he told his Toronto audience, when
speaking on The Fulure of Canada, that he had but recently
spoken in seven of the principal towns in Canada as well
as in the cities of the Maritime Provinces on the same text,
and “every time it suggested something new.” “I am em-
barrassed, not with the meagreness, but with the richness
and fullness of the topic and the amplitude of the material
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connected with it,” were his words on another occasion,
and the result was a deep, rapid, steady, onflowing volume
of argument which was bound to carry the day.

The constitutional difficulties between Upper and Lower
Canada had been the first reason for McGee's attention
turning to this great subject. From his first arrival he had
been untiring in his researches to find the best solution for
the friction, the injustice, and the evils produced by the
Act of Union of 1840. He studied with the greatest mi-
nuteness the constitutional history of Canada from the
British advent there. He saw into the facts of each era,
and with unceasing toil as speaker and writer he disclosed
and elucidated them in clear and popular language which
yet never lost its attractive literary style and form. It
was due to this work of his that a great majority of the
Canadian people came to understand the constitution they
had, how it originated, how it compared with that of other
lands, and, as a corollary to this, the kind of constitution
they now needed and where it should originate.

McGee’s speech in the Canadian Assembly on May 2nd,
1860, is an admirable example of this spade-work on the
Act of Union which he did for the people. He began by
outlining how Canada had been governed since first British
rule was established. For fourteen vears she had been
governed by a military executive; for seventeen ruled as
a Crown Colony, by a Governor and Council; then for up-
wards of forty ruled as two distinct provinces with one
Chamber filled by election and one by nomination in each
section; since then she had been governed by a single leg-
islature, and since 1854 both branches of this had become
elective. He carried his hearers back to the debates in
the Imperial Parliament when the Quebec Act and the
Constitutional Act were passed. He demonstrated exact-
ly how these instruments of government had been devised
and that each was the product of a particular era and a
particular set of circumstances as they were viewed in
England. He followed this with a brief account of their
working in Canada; 1822 found the petitioners from Lower
Canada at the bar of the House of Commons in England,
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again in 1823 Papineau went to London to obtain redress
of grievances, and by 1828 the ‘“Canada Committee” of
the Imperial Parliament reported that no change short of
“an impartial, conciliatory, and constitutional system"
would be attended by the desired effect—the pacification
of the Province at large. Then in 1832 William Lyon Mac-
kenzie appeared in London, by 1834 he was followed by a
report of the “Committee on Grievances” of Upper Canada,
and finally the rebellion of 1837 and 38 challenged the at-
tention of Imperial statesmen. “The swell and clamour
of this storm had not disappeared when the high command-
ing voice of Lord Durham was heard above all other voices
propounding remedies,”

In itself, McGee lauded Durham’s report—"a document
above all praise, above all price; it is such a report as Timo-
leon might have made to the Corinthian Senate, when
sent to deliver their descendants, the Syracusans, from
the double-headed monster, despotism and anarchy.” But
what he was intent upon impressing on his hearers was
that the Union and the system of government and distri-
bution of powers which were established in Canada as a
result of it were set up as necessary from an Imperial point
of view. They were to prevent the recurrence of the events
of 1837 and ’38 and to strengthen the connection with Great
Britain. McGee's early persistence, that whatever change
was to be made in Canada’s constitution should originate
with Canadians, was one of the most outstanding features
of his campaign. He drove the point home in this speech
by recounting the circumstances under which the new form
of government was set up. The Act of Union was passed
in the Imperial Parliament after Canadian affairs had
occupied the House for six or eight days:

I do not pretend to say that all considerations local to Canada were
underrated or omitted from the deliberations of the Melbourne Adminis-
tration—I do not even say that the Imperial view they took was not the
view which the most patriotic Canadian—reasoning now after the fact—
might not have taken could he have foreseen its actual consequences;
but I do say, that the measure of Union passed in 1840 was conceived in
an Imperial spirit, that it was urged on by Imperial, rather than Provin-
cial motives and interests, and that advantage was taken of the temporary



THE ACT OF UNION 503

agitation and reaction in this country to force it, ail imperfect as it was,
into premature operation.....

It was resolved upon in England before Lord Sydenham left; and that
energetic nobleman prided himself especially on the celerity with which he
carried the foregone conclusion of his colleagues into effect. He gave
the Special Council of Lower Canada less than a week’s time to deliberate
—he gave the Parliament of Upper Canada a fortnight; after listening
to both he heeded neither; he confessed in his private correspondence
that he thought the best thing for Lower Canada “would be ten vears
more of despotisn;” but ke could not personally afford to wait ten years;
he had arrived in the last week of October, 1839, and he boasted within
two months from that date, before the end of December, he had carried
the Union, so far as Canada could assent or make submission.

Such was the origin of their Canadian constitution from
a Canadian point of view., McGee compared it with
the British constitution—“the work of many generations
of men—the foundations of which, like Cologne Cathedral,
were the work of one age, the superstructure of another,
the completion of a third, the embellishment of a fourth.”
Again, he compared it with the American constitution,
“the product of the wisest men, gathered in from the Ken-
nebec to the Altamaha, sitting in conclave under the presi-
dency of a Washington, or engaged in the discussions of
the ‘Federalist’ or the Forum for seven whole years togeth-
er” Compared with these, Canada could point to no
“chivalric gathering such as met at Runnymede; no learn-
ed assembly, such as sat at Annapolis,”” The free voice
of her people had not formed the Act of Union. At the
time there did not even exist a fair representation of the
people: “it was carried by sheer Imperial influence, ex-
ecutive address, and the advance of £1,500,000 sterling
for public works.” ‘“The Sydenham loan carried the Syd-
enham Union, and the instrument thus framed deserves
for its origin no other reverence than such as may fairly
be attached to its authors.”

However, McGee proceeded to demonstrate, in rapid
and ever onward pushing argument, that whatever little
reverence might be attached to the origin of the Union, it
had during its twenty years’ operation lost even that little:
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That Union, such as it was, no longer exists; it has been frittered away,
year by year, by Imperial legislation and by Provincial legislation, till
it now hangs in tatters upon the expanding frame of this colony. Of its
sixty-two clauses, no less than thirty have been repealed by statute within
the last ten years.

McGee went into those clauses in detail for the benefit
of his audience, and then dealt with “the little left.”” The
twelfth section, decreeing an equality of representation
independent of population, was left, and the forty-fifth,
vaguely describing the powers of the Governor-General
and the all-important “orders-in-council,” was left. Speak-
ing on the equality clause, he said:

It was introduced avowedly for the purpose of “swamping the French;"
but that purpose has been defeated—and I rejoice that it has been defeat-
ed. 1t was a deliberate conspiracy against the rights of one set of people—
flagitious in the conception, and wholly indefensible in the enactment;
why, then, should it be maintained and enforced against ancther set?
Are we, of Lower Canada, to rule our fellow-subjects of Upper Canada,
on the Pafan principle of the lex lalionis? or rather on the Christian prin-
ciple “of doing unto others as we would be done by?” I do not say that
we should place ourselves or our institutions—differing so widely as we
do from Upper Canadians—at their mercy; I mean nothiog of the kind;
I have never entertained any such idea. No! I believe that a remedy
can be found by Upper Canada for her wrongs and by Lower Canada
ample safeguards for her rights.

There was another aspect of the Union Act on which
McGee turned his searchlight. It was commonly said that
it established responsible government. McGee outlined
the acts and words of Lord Sydenham and Lord Metcalfe—
his ‘“‘ablest successor”—as well as the opinions of their
superiors, the Colonial Secretaries, and demonstrated in
a very conclusive climax that Lord Elgin, seven years after
the Union, was the first who consistently acted on the theory
of responsible government.

Thus McGee made the foundations and weaknesses of
Canada’s existing form of government well known to the
people. And he made equally well known what he counselled
to bring about improvement. No changes in party allegiance
caused the faintest waver in his policy here. Alike as a
Reformer and as a Conservative he refused to lend the
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slightest countenance to the Representation by Population
cry in its narrow, sectional form. He agreed the principle
was just and should be applied to the composition of the
Legislative Assembly, but it had to be accompanied by some
simultaneocus check introduced into the other parts of the
system, before it could make an equitable solution for both
provinces. And equally as a Reformer and as a Conservative
McGee supported every motion that looked to the larger
union as its goal. He began operations in this field at once
and continued them with unflagging resolution. Adverse
votes only increased the persuasiveness of his reasoning.
Looked at thus, the kernel of his maiden speech was the
necessity of preparation for the new era about to dawn in
Canada. May 2nd, 1860, saw him speak to George Brown'’s
resolutions affirming the necessity for constitutional changes
and based on the articles of the Toronto Convention which
agreed on the larger union as the desirable end. His speech
that day, much of which has just been analyzed, was one of
the longest and most closely reasoned he ever made on the
floor of the House. But the vote stood 66 to 27 against
Brown. In 1861 two speeches, more rhetorical, but with a
solid basis of fact and some very diverting asides, one deliv-
ered in March and onein April, stand to McGee’scredit. Dur-
ing the Sandfield Macdonald Administration, when Matthew
Crooks Cameron revived William McDougall’'s motion of
the year before on Representation by Population as a cen-
sure on the Government, McGee merely voted against it as
he had done before on the same ground, that it was not
conprehensive enough. His real work for federation at this
time was done in connection with the Intercolonial Railway
negotiations. However, as soon as the old Canadian consti-
tutional problem appeared in the larger aspect, when George
Brown asked for his Committee during the Taché-Mac-
donald Administration, McGee gave it his fullest support.

If the constitutional difficulty between the Canadas
was the first fact of Canadian contemporary conditions
which disclosed to McGee the need for a greater uniom,
and which he in turn utilized to create a public opinion
in favour of this solution, the second fact which gave him
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a helpful opening was the Intercolonial negotiations. The
Intercolonial project led on to the larger plan of expansion
from ocean to ocean. This opened up much broader aspects
of the subject, and McGee rose with the opportunity to a
greater eminence, from which he could give his hearers a
vision of far national horizons. In comparison with this
theme, the mere constitutional trouble of the Canadas was
a plodding detail which could afford glimpses of the glory-
to-be only in the ultimate solution. The Intercolonial was
directly linked up with the larger expansion from the Atlan-
tic to the Pacific. The constitutional issue was one for defi-
nite, logical reasoning, persuasive, attractive, and as ex-
haustive as McGee could make it. But there was little scope
for the play of passion, for the kindling of patriotic senti-
ment, or for high literary and poetic imagination, and all of
these were included in McGee’s gift, and in his vigorous,
intrepid, and confident words were now requisitioned to
direct the public opinion of all the provinces.

Not that DYArcy McGee ever disregarded his basis of
fact. No man’s exposition of the desirability of union was
divided more methodically or was more clearly presented
under definite headings. His speech on The Common In-
lerest of British North America at Halifax opened with the
argument from association which was to prove that small
means could produce great results only when united. The
very Intercolonial Railway, what did it prove but the ab-
solute necessity for intercolonial association? Canada
could not build it alone, New Brunswick could not build
it alone, Nova Scotia could not build it alone, but “their
joint credit, skill, and resources could accomplish the com-
mon purpose.” Secondly, he took the commercial argu-
ment. Extended markets, enhanced credits, hostile tariff
barriers broken down, greater security and reputation were
the counters in this field. Thirdly, came the immigration
argument, a very popular one with him, which in brief might
be indicated by his watchword, ‘‘The wide market makes
the full ship.” Although he did not use it at Halifax, as
he was keeping it in reserve for his St. John speech, his
fourth argument in this series was usually that of defence—
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the great asset “in promptitude, in decision, in unanimity,
and in effectiveness,” union would be in the time of war,
as well as the “‘security for peace which a larger political
organization has over a smaller one.” And there was yet
another—rather, two more, but very intimately connected
—through which he made his strongest appeal. “Although
I have usually put forward defensive and commercial
reasons. . . ... I confess to you frankly that I place as high,
or even higher than either, reasons more purely political.”
These McGee then divided into reasons of political necessity
and reasons of patriotism.

The argument of political necessity, as McGee read the
signs of the times, had three main divisions. There was
the necessity arising from the changing relations of the
colonies with the Motherland; the necessity from the changes
in the republic to the south; and those again which arose
out of the internal politics of the colonies themselves.
McGee used his insight into these facts to impress upon all
the absolute surety of the old order passing away and a new
one taking its place. The only uncertainty was, were they
as a people going to be prepared to take a voice and an ac-
tive, conscientious part in shaping the new according to
their wants, or were they going to be merely passive units
drifting wherever the future or the more active powers in
the world decreed they should go? The following were
the salient points in this division of his theme, as he pre-
sented them in his parliamentary Confederation speech.
“The Colonies,” he declared, “had had three warnings:”

The first is from England, and is a friendly warning, England has
warned us by several matters of fact, according to her custom, rather than
verhiage that the colonies have entered upon a new era of existence, a
new phase in their career. She has given us this warning in several dif-
ferent shapes—when she gave us *“Responsible Government’—when she
approved Free Trade—when she repealed the Navigation Laws—and
when, three or four years ago, she commenced that series of official des-
patches in relation to militia and defence which she has ever since poured
in on us, in a steadv stream, always bearing the same solemn burthen—
“Prepare! prepare’”’ These warnings gave us notice that the old order of
things between the colonies and the Mother Country had ceased, and
that a new order must take its place. ... We may grumble or not at the
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necessity of preparation England imposes upon us, but, whether we like
it or not, we have, at all events, been told that we have entered upon a
new era in our military relations to the rest of the Empire.

McGee dwelt for some time on these despatches from
the Duke of Newcastle. All the relationship with the Moth-
er Country had centred about the subject of defence during
the previous four years. He then passed on to “the American
warning:”’

Republican America gave us her notices in times past, through her
press, and her demagogues, and her statesmen, but of late days she has
given us much more intelligible notices—such as the notice to abrogate
the Reciprocity Treaty, and to arm the Lakes, contrary to the provisions
of the Convention of 1818. She has given us another notice in imposing
a vexatious passport system; another in her avowed purpose to construct
a ship canal round the Falls of Niagara, so as ““to pass war vessels from
Lake Ontario to Lake Erie;” and yet another, the most striking one of
all, has been given to us, if we will only understand it, by the enormous
expansion of the American army and navy.

At this point McGee read the House the figures for Am-
erica’s war preparations in 1861, and followed them by those
of 1865. It is sufficient here to say that where there were
not quite 15,000 men in the army of 1861, there were now
800,000 actually in service, and all other departments had
increased in proportion. ‘But,” he continued, “it is not
the figures which give the worst view of the fact—for Eng-
land still carries more guns afloat even than our well-armed
neighbours;”’ and he proceeded instead to dilate on the
change in the spirit of the people with most vehement em-
phasis and surpassing rhetorical skill:

But it is not the revolution wrought in the minds of men of great intel-
ligence that is most to be deplored—for the powerful will of such men may
compel their thoughts back again to a philosophy of peace; no, it is the
mercenary and military interests created. ...by the armies ouf of uni-
form who prey upon the army; by the army of contractors who are to
feed and clothe and arm the million; by that other army, the army of
tax-collectors, who cover the land, seeing that no industry escapes un-
burthened, no possession unentered, no affection, even, untaxed. Tax!
tax! tax! is the cry from the rear! Blood! blood! blcod! is the cry from
the front! Gold! gold! gold! is the chuckiing undertone which comes
up from the mushroom millionaires, well named a shoddy aristocracy;
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nor do I think the army interest, the contracting interest, and the tax-
gathering interest, the worst results that have grown out of this war.
There is ancther and equally serious interest—the change that has come
over the spirit, mind, and principles of the people, that terrible change
which has made war familiar and even attractive to them. When the
first battle was fought—when, in the language of the Duke of Wellington,
the first “butcher’s bill was sent in”—a shudder of horror ran through
the length and breadth of the country; but by and by, as the carnage in-
creased, no newspaper was considered worth laying on the breakfast table
unless it contained the story of the butchery of thousands of men.....
Nothing short of the news of ten, fifteen, twenty thousand human beings
struck dead in one day would satisfy the jaded palate of men craving for
excitement, and such terrible excitement as attended the wholesale mur-
der of their fellow-creatures. Have these sights and sounds no warning
addressed to us? Are we as those who have eyes and see not; ears and
hear not; reason, neither do they understand?....Let us remember
this; that when the three cries among our next neighbours are money,
taxation, blood, it is time for us to provide for our own security.”

After repeating in different accents this solemn warning
from the United States, McGee passed to Canada herself,
and in a diverting way merely recalled their constitutional
difficulties. He observed that when there had been five
Administrations within two years, it was full time to look
about for some permanent remedy for such a state of things:

Constitutional government among us had touched its lowest point
when it existed only by the successful search of a messenger or a page,
after a member, willingly or unwillingly, absent from his seat. Any one
might in those days have been the saviour of his country. All he had to
do was, when one of the five successive governments which arose in two
years was in danger, to rise in his place, say “Yea!” and presto, the coun-
try was saved.

In this happy change of treatment from the gruesome
American war annals to the entertaining asides on the Can-
adian parliamentary situation, it is easy to see the gifts
and graces McGee had to aid in qualifying him as a popular
speaker and leader in a democratic movement. But what
strikes one most is how naturally he looks upon current
events with a historian’s eye. He handled all the material

*  This passage may appear strained today. There was, how.ever, no
little foundation for McGee’s alarmist cries, in the an?i-Canadlan cam-
paign of the New York Herald and other Jefferson Bricks.
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with such unstrained and abounding knowledge, he was
sure to inspire confidence in his interpretation,

There was yet another and a worthier motive which
McGee brought to bear on the case. He called it the pa-
triotic argument. ‘“Are we capable,” he once asked, “of
being inspired with sentiments of a saving patriotism?”
It was when he reached this stage of his subject that McGee
stamped the campaign for union with his own personality.
It partook of the great visions among which he lived, and
he lifted the subject into the realm of permanent principles.
The points in the question might be small, but the principles
at stake were eternal. His ability to do this, in so far as
it can be defined beyond saying it was simply a manifest-
ation of the moral and poetic and literary greatness of the
man, lay in his wonderful geographic imagination, his deep
feeling for historical continuity, and his ability to touch
all things with the light of poetry. The following passage
affords one characteristic example:

When I advocate our future union I only follow Nature; the text is
given us by Nature; it is for man to make the commentary. All states
and forms of ancient and modern civilization have been the result of hu-
man intelligence, supplementing and supplying the requirements of
Nature. Voices cried aloud from the void, and man hastened to respond.
Thus, in the Plain of Egypt, what was needed of old was elevation, and
man multiplied the column, the obelisk, and the pyramid; thus, what
was needed in modern Europe was expansion, and man invented the
mariner’s compass, the ocean ship, and the art of navigation. So uncouth
rivers have become celebrated in song, and obscure scenes, glorified by
the footsteps of romance, attract wanderers in search of health or pleasure
from the ends of the earth. With the same cry do the gigantic dislocated
fragments of British America appeal to our hearts, our senses, and our
reason; there they lie, outstretched, longing for unity—if we are a genera-
tion worthy to organize a nation, assuredly the materials are abundant
and are at hand.*

Or again, take this passage:

I repeat, what do we need to construct such a nationality - Territory,
resources by sea and land, civil and religious freedom—these we already
have. Four millions we already are—four millions culled from the races

* Speech in St. Johm, August, 1863.
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that for a thousand years have led the van of Christendom. When the
sceptre of Christian civilization trembled in the enervate grasp of the
Greeks of the Lower Empire, then the Western tribes of Europe, fiery,
hirsute, clamorcus, but kindly, snatched at the falling prize, and placed
themselves at the head of human affairs. We are the children of these
fire-tried kingdom founders, of these ocean discoverers of Western Europe.
Analyze our aggregate population: we have more Saxons than Alfred had
when he founded the English realm; we have more Celts than Brien had
when he put his heel on the neck of Odin; we have more Normans than
William had when he marshalled his invading host along the strand of
Falzise. We have the laws of St. Edward and St. Louis; Magna Charta
and the Roman Code; we speak the speeches of Shakespeare and Bossuet;
we copy the constitution which Burke and Somers and Sidney and Sir
Thomas More lived or died to secure or save. Out of these august ele-
ments, in the name of the future generations who shall inhabit all the
vast regions we now call ours, I invoke the fortunate genius of a united
British America, to solemnize law with the moral sanctions of religion
and to crown the fair pillar of cur freedom with its only appropriate cap-
ital, lawful authoerity, so that, hand in hand, we and our descendants may
advance steadily to the accomplishment of a common destiny.*

The geographical weakness of Canada—Iength without
breadth—challenged attention. McGee’s immigration eager-
ness was largely due to his anxiety to give Canada a back
country. As he once put it:

Our population, so far, is the most peculiarly distributed of any to be
found anywhere on all this side of the world. Our great central valley
from Cornwall to the Saguenay is banked on both sides with settlements,
facing to the front, and not extending, on an average, except up the latera
valley of the Ottawa, and in the direction of the Eastern Townships, fifty
miles from the St. Lawrence; we have thus a long, narrow riband of popu-
lation, one-seventh the breadth of its own length, as singularly shaped a
country as eye ever beheld. East of the junction of the Saguenay with
the St. Lawrence, our population is carried dewn to the Gulf by the south
shore alone, while west of Cornwall it is found only to the north of the
upper St, Lawrence and the Great Lakes. The peopled part of the Prov-
ince thus presents the shape of a long, fantastic letter “S"—a waving
Leshian line, which, to my eye, is neither a line of beauty nor of grace, nor
of defensive strength.?

However, when McGee turned from this to vifaw _"the
ground plan on which we propose to erect our constitutional

Speech in Halifax, July 21st, 1863.
! Speech, Legislative Assembly, April 25th, 1862.
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edifice,. .. .its natural oneness was admirable to con-
template.” This was a realm in which his smaller and
nationally timid critics always felt they could show up the
fallacies of his argument most easily. As one of them said,
“Mr. McGee does not let a forest or a mountain or two
stand between him and his goal.” No, he did not. He
thought right through them. And he carried his audience
over them. It was his intuition, not his intellect, which
spread out the mighty vistas of Canada before his spell-
bound hearers.

Such was the “ground plan;” but what of the constitu-
tional superstructure which was to be erected thereon?
Should they have a consolidated government, or a commer-
cial league, a legislative union or a federation? In unfold-
ing to the people the inherent characteristics of each of
these systems and showing how they were or were not
adapted to Canadian needs, McGee took the part both of
a scholar and of a patriot. The Zollverein or commercial
union he dismissed thus:

If any one for a moment will remember that the trade of the whole front
of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia gravitates at present alongshore to
Portland and Boston, while the trade of Upper Canada, west to Kingston,
has long gravitated across the Lakes to New York, he will see, I think,
that a mere Zollverein treaty without a strong political end to serve, and
some practical power at its back, would be, in our new circumstances,
merely waste paper.

The consolidated union he disposed of in this clear and
convincing way;

If we had had, as was proposed, an Intercolonial Railway, twenty years
ago, we might by this time have been perhaps, and only perhaps, in a
condition to unite into one consolidated government; but certain politi-
cians and capitalists having defeated that project twenty vears ago, spe-
cial interests took the place great general interests might by this time have
occupied, vested rights and local ambitions arose and were recognized;
and all these had to be admitted as existing in a pretty advanced stage
of development when the late conferences were called together, The
lesson to be learned from this squandering of quarter centuries by British
Americans is this, that if we lose the present propitious opportunity, we
may find it as hard a few years hence to get an audience, even for any kind
of unicn (except democratic union), as we should have found it to get a
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hearing last year for a legislative union, from the long period of estrange-
ment and non-intercourse which had existed between these provinces and
the special interests which had grown up in the meantime in each of them.t

A federation was the one kind of union possible. Al-
though the proposal was not new there were all sorts of
notions afloat about the changes which would follow in
its wake. Such a umion, it was felt by many, would neces-
sitate separation from England. In 1865, it must be re-
membered, the system of self-governing states within the
Empire was untried. The very name Dominion had not
come into use. Statesmen had experience of Grattan’s
Parliament, of the Canadian Legislative Union which had
worked out responsible government in many sections, and
of the New Zealand Federal Constitution of 1852, but they
had no experience of such a constitution as it was proposed
to set up in Canada. McGee prepared a very careful pam-
phlet on Federal Governments Past and Present, Both in
this and in many speeches he emphasized how men must
not be misled by names, but look into the real basis of the
government. All monarchies were not alike, all republics
were not alike, and all confederacies were not alike, and a
federation might be either a republic or a monarchy. It
is unnecessary to recount how fully McGee went into the
distribution of powers in wvarious federal partnerships.
He emphasized the fact that a federal system not only
invested the citizen with local duties but demanded “a
healthy sense of responsibility and comprehension” of the
general affairs. In addition, a federation “was capable of
being so adapted as to promote internal peace and external
security, and to call into action a genuine, enduring, and
heroic patriotism.”

But it was the spirit which would underlie the govern-
ment and which would be strengthened and supported by
the government that D’Arcy McGee was most anxious
should engage the attention of the framers of the con-
stitution. In Canada, on account of its history and geo-
graphical situation, there were two spirits or tendencies
at work., One was in sympathy with the American and the

:  Legislative Assembly, February 9th, 1865.
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other with the British constitution. McGee's feelings
about American government, society, manners, and educa-
tion are well known. Sufficient now to say he argued with
all his old-time fervour and facts about their instability
and inconstancy. In contrast, he upheld the British system,
conservative, stable, and cherishing authority and tradi-
tion. It is easy to see how intimately connected was
McGee's religious and theological thinking with his polit-
ical thinking. His religious views more than tinged his polit-
ical outlook in this matter. The following paragraph from his
article, A Plea for a British American Nationalily, summa-
rizes his reasoning:

The modern age seems more and more to want, and the new spirit
of the New World to exact, a wider degree of individuval liberty and
equality than is consistent with stability or longevity in the State, unless
the principle of authority shall be as strongly fortified in the constitution
as the love of liberty is among the people. Not that authority and liberty
are at all incompatible; not that, rightly considered, they are even sep-
arable; but that liberty is active, exigent, perennial, and self-assertive;
while authority, in our times, must be early introduced into the system
of the State, widely known and felt over the land, carefully protected in
its prerogatives, and recommended by word and example to the venera-
tion of all the people. With us, liberty has nothing to fear except from
the unworthiness of the people’s own representatives; while should auth-
ority, endangered and dishonoured, perish out of our State system, it
would scon be found, as it was found of old and of late, that the rent large
enough to permit the removal of that palladium is also large enough to
permit the triumphal entry of a dictator.

McGee maintained, as far as democracy was concerned,
the important thing was for the people to have the deter-
mination of the kind of government in their own hand.
If they elected to have a king or a prince, no exception on
democratic grounds could be taken to such a ruler. Rea-
soning in this way, “a prospectus,” as he liked to call it,
which was very attractive to him, was the establishing
of “a Canadian nationality under one of the sons of Her
Majesty,” Queen Victoria:

Looking at the position, at this moment, of the English Monarchy on
the one hand, and of the American Democracy on the other, is it too
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much to assume that such a providential occasion or opportunity is now
presented to the good people of all British America? It is not possible,
and therefore not desirable, that we should seek to transfer to this crude
soil of ours the delicate plant of old European loyalty, as it grew in the
gardens of monasteries, on the parterres of palaces and the glacis of walled
towns, in the Middle Ages. That flower of the feudal ages has perished
out of many parts even of Europe, but finds shelter yet among the hedge-
rows of old England. What Lord Stanhope remarks of the increase of
Hungarian lovalty in the days of Maria Theresa, because of her sex, her
virtues, and her afflictions, is felt in a great degree towards our present
gracious Sovereign, not only in England, but through all her dominions
Happily for us, if we are to derive authority from abreoad, we can find it
united in Her Majesty the Queen with all the domestic virtues that can
adorn the first lady of her age....When such is the sentiment. ...why do
not statesmen seize the fortunate hour, to fix the character of the states
and give stability to their institutions, their credit, and their character?
Why not the united veice of British America be heard.... asking Her
Majesty . . . .to dedicate to this noble service of perfecting the liberties
of these colonies, one of her sons....so that her descendants and those
of her people beyond the Atlantic may conjointly perpetuate to all their
posterity that combination of liberty and law of which we recognize the
antitype in the British Constitution?

Along with “Mr. McGee’s little British prince,” accord-
ing to his first prospectus,? it would be necessary also to
establish a court, a peerage, and the law of primogeniture.
Fortunately, in his later working out of the problem these
trappings were discarded, as likely to produce a reaction
against the cause he wished to benefit.

Naturally however, such a concrete, picturesque proposal
was not allowed to die. It was taken up greedily. Editorials,
poems, special articles, and comments of all kinds criticized,
emphasized, and amplified McGee's original suggestion.
The following taken from A King for a Colony, by Martin
F. Tupper, is typical—and probably the reductio ad Tup-
perum that led McGee to say no more of peerage and court:

¢ Plea for British American Nationality, British American Magazine
August, 1863.

' Public letter to Daniel Macarow of Kingston, C. W., on June 19th
1863.
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A Throne—wilth its tiles and places and gifis,
A Peerage, a Court, and all pariies made one
By loyalty’s wholesome romance, thal uplifts
And quickens a nation ils new race lo run—
This, this s the plan lo make Canada strong,
To keep her united and English and free,

To save kher af once from unneighbourly wrong,
And start her aright both by land and by sea.

Let Canada’s magnates be honoured and raised

By office and rank, as the chiefs of their race:

Let patriol zeal be promoled and prassed,

And the name of each lordship be linked lo a place
Toronio, Quebec, Montreal, and Si. john's,
Hamilton, Halifax, Oftawa—these,

With scores of like names, and as vich in great sons,
Might vield them their titles in varied degrees:

Let the duke, and the eqri, and the baron be there,
Each in the just grade of his wealth and his worth,
And the people’s free voices be glad to declare
Who best should be ranged with the nobles of earth.

Such had been McGee’s effort to arouse the interest of
his countrymen in the idea and the planning of the New
Confederation. Now the urging of its advocates and the
logic of events were fast bringing the dreamed-of project
to reality.

August, September, and October, 1864, saw an astonish-
ing amount of travelling and exchange of hospitality be-
tween Canada and the Maritime Provinces. As we have
seen, D'Arcy McGee had several times declared that inter-
colonial ignorance was the greatest barrier to intercolonial
union. During the closing weeks of the parliamentary session
at Quebec, after the news of the proposed Convention at
Charlottetown had become known, McGee’s thoughts and
conversations reverted more and more to the benefits which
might arise if only the men of the inland could meet with
the men of the coast while yet the plans of the latter were in
making. In Sandford Fleming, whom Parliament had just
chosen as the surveyor for the Intercolonial route, he found
a kindred spirit. Fleming was thoroughly convinced that
“the brotherhood of the knife and fork” provided the hap-
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piest auspices under which men could become acquaint-
ed; he was also thoroughly imbued with the faith that there
was no time like the present for pushing forward a good
cause. He therefore made it his special care on his next
business visit to Halifax and St. John to talk the matter
over with his friends there. He did this to such good effect
that before the Canadian Legislature closed, a most cordial
invitation had been sent from the Board of Trade of St.
John and the mayor and citizens of Halifax for them to
come down in a body and visit the sister provinces. The
Canadians turned longing eyes towards this opportunity,
but for financial reasons sternly put it behind them. Their
excuse to Halifax and St. John was that “the members of
the Canadian Parliament have been so long detained at
Quebec by public matters they are unable to accept.”

The Lower Provinces took this refusal very hardly. It
is easy to see from their press comments that the little
episode, instead of bringing them all together, had thrust
them farther apart. They seemed to feel that the Canadians
were supercilious and looked down upon them as “sterile
rocks somewhere in the Gulf and inhabited by a half-starved
lot of folk clad in skins and living on rye and codfish.”
Upper Canada was esteemed the more blamable. The fact
that she had shown greater anxiety for Union and develop-
ment towards the Red River Colony during the Intercolo-
nial negotiations was now remembered against her and gave
a certain plausibility to the serious side of their resentment.

D’Arcy McGee was greatly worried over this collapse of
their schemes and bestitred himself more vigorously than
ever to find a way or make it. His ally in this renewed
attempt was the Honourable James Ferrier, the life member
in the Legislative Council for the Montreal district and a
director of the Grand Trunk. This combination proved
irresistible, and by July 24th the Canadian press was able
to announce jubilantly, ‘‘The excursion is to take place
after all, the Hon. Messrs. Ferrier and McGee having taken
the lead in pushing the matter.” In other words, the Grand
Trunk, with laudable public spirit, had issued an invitation
to the members of both Houses and of the Canadian press



518 THOMAS D’ARCY McGEE

to make an excursion over their line to Portland, Maine, on
August 2nd.

Forty members of the House of Assembly, with twenty-
five from the Legislative Council and forty more repre-
senting the press, formed the Canadian party of guests who
now journeyed to the Lower Provinces, D'Arcy McGee was
the only member of the Canadian Cabinet to accompany
the party, as the others remained in Quebec during the three
weeks the excursionists were absent and held a series of
Cabinet Council meetings, where they drew up the pro-
posails which they were to be permitted to place before the
Charlottetown Convention.

True to schedule time, the Canadians reached Portland
on August 2nd, after a very crowded, hot, and sleepless
journey in day coaches. However, they were there met by
the steamer New England, with a most tempting supply of
two hundred mattresses piled high on deck. These were at
once appropriated, so that the decks became “literally
paved with human carcasses.”” At Eastport the Hon. Mr.
Skinner, M. P, for St. John County, met them, but, accord-
ing to an eye-witness, there was at this stage no formal
greeting heyond “Tilley’s words, ‘I am glad to see you,’
addressed to Mr. McGee.” From August 4th until the 9th
was spent by the party in New Brunswick, then from the
10th to the 17th they were in Nova Scotia, and by the 18th
they were once more embarked, crossing to Portland,
having completed one of the most significant visits in Cana-
dian history. It had been emphatically a time of becoming
acquainted and getting together. Never before had so many
inhabitants of one British North American province seen
and been seen in another.

A few days after McGee’s return to Quebec he set out
once more, this time with the official delegation for Chat»
lottetown. They sailed by the steamer Victoria from
Quebec, and arrived at Charlottetown the morning after
the Convention opened. The members of this party were J. A.
Macdonald, Brown, Cartier, Galt, Langevin, McDougall,
Campbell, and McGee. On being introduced to the Con-
vention they presented the case for the broader union and
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the advantages it would have beyond the more limited one
contemplated by the Maritime Provinces. They also out-
lined a constitution for such a union should it be effected.
For two full days the Canadians had the undivided attention
of the Assembly at Charlottetown. Then they withdrew,
suggesting the advisability of a later conference at Quebec
if the others thought well of it. The Maritime members in a
few days determined they should adjourn, report to their re-
spective Governments and meet the Canadians at Quebec
to consider more fully the details of the wider union, and if
possible, formm a comprehensive constitution thereon. In
the meantime all the delegates visited first Halifax and then
St. John and a second series of reception banquets was
given by these most hospitable cities.

There was no delay in arranging for the Conference at
Quebec. Delegates were invited not only from the original
three Maritime Provinces, but from Newfoundland, and
again the steamer Vicloria did proud duty in carrying them
around the Gulf to the place of meeting. She went first to
Pictou, then to Charlottetown, and lastly called at Shediac.
The only innovation was, many of the men this time were
accompanied by their wives and daughters. They arrived
at Quebec Sunday evening, October 9th, and the Confer-
ence met at eleven the next moming in the Parliament
House of old Canada. It sat in Quebec until the 28th,
then moved to Montreal, where two sessions were held
before its close on October 31st. Afterwards the delegates
toured Upper Canada, being most lavishly entertained at
Ottawa,! Toronto, Hamilton, and St. Catharines.

McGee's contribution to the deliberations of these serious
conclaves and his share in their practical result—the con-
stitution, but for a few minor changes, of the Dominion of
Canada to-day—may be easily inferred from his attitude,
as here recorded, on the various phases of the problem.
The discussions were held behind closed doors, and the
memorials which have survived are very meagre., At

' The repast at Ottawa was particularly interesting, as it was spread
in a room temporarily arranged amid the construction work of the
Parliament Buildings of the future Dominion.
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Quebec, one of McGee's chief interests was to see, in con-
junction with Alexander Galt, that the educational rights
of religious minorities in the old Canadas would be fully
protected by the new enactment.

It is the social aspect of these many weeks of close fel-
lowship which is of prime importance in a record of McGee's
life. The value of his gifts in bringing about happy and
pleasant relations between men and diffusing an atmo-
sphere in which the spirit of union would flourish can never
be too highly appreciated. He was in himself a bond of
union between men in the first place strangers. When
the Canadians arrived at Halifax and St. John, McGee,
on account of his previous lectures, was the one best ac-
quainted with their hosts. He was sufficiently unlike other
people, his personality was so unique, his abilities so su-
preme, men admired his eloguence and enjoyed his wit so
greatly and loved his kindliness and generosity of heart so
enthustastically, that many warm friendships could be
based on a common knowledge of him.!

Again, these recorded weeks of familiar intercourse give
an unusual opportunity to see the man at close quarters
as he appeared to those who travelled with him and saw
and enjoyed the many sides of his personality. One day
he was the scholar, bringing out from the treasure-house
of his rich memory things new and old for their edification;
next day he was the statesman, reviewing the problems
of their constitution-making with clear knowledge and
understanding; and on the third he was the rollicking boy,
enlivening hours of weariness with ludicrous gaiety and
throwing himself with the most joyous freshness and keen-
ness into the lightest of their festivities.

To understand the temper of the time and the point of
any man’s contribution to the company, it is necessary to
take a somewhat detailed picture of their entertainment.

t  The strength of this bond was exemplified some years after his
death, when it proved to be one of the strongest incentives and puis-
sant binding forces in that “‘group of sympathizing spirits known by
the collective name of ‘Canada First,”” whose chief founder, W. A.
Foster, gave to McGee'’s influence the glowing tribute prefaced to
this chapter.
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Each province appeared to be trying to outdo the others
in hospitality to “the invading host,” whether it was from
the inland or from the sea. Public receptions, torch-light
processions, municipal banquets amid fruit and flowers,
flags and martial music, where hundreds oi prominent
citizens, of all shades of politics, cheered to the echo the
toast of the Union of British North America, were the order
of the day and the night. After the Canadian tour through
New Brunswick we are told: “People are all ready to descant
a la D’Arcy McGee, as nearly as their brains and oratoiical
powers will permit, on the grandeur of the British American
Union.” Two or three brief paragraphs from a contemporary
report give an idea of the scale of the entertainment:

St. John has raised $4,000 by private subscription to defray expenses,
and as much more will be forthcoming should it be wanted, So far the
representatives of the people forming the chip off the block of Canada’s
“eollective wisdom” have conducted themselves well, None of them got
into difficulties at Portland.

Unfortunately, this last sentence could not be added to
every later report. However, as the following quotation
shows, there were extenuating circumstances always to be
remembered: '

Had each Canadian been a Cerberus and a Briareus combined, with
the digestion of an ostrich and the “sack” standing capacity of the vener-
able friend of the now deceased Prince of Wales, we might have been
equal to the demands made upon us, provided we could have been present
at a dozen places at the same time.

And on another occasion we are told.

With singular unanimity the Canadians sought their beds. The New
Brunswickers had nearly killed them with kindness. If ever they, as
visitors, come to Canada, it will be right and proper, praiseworthy and
decorous to take a fearful revenge.

At Halifax McGee proposed the toast to their hosts, the
mayor and citizens:

_...All of us, both those who are silent and those who speak, feel deeply
the uniform kindness with which we have been treated since we have
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been here. I have been here before, and that was one reason why 1 was
so anxious to come again. My friends have consulted me, and I have
told them that this is the ordinary kindness of Nova Scotia; and now I
think 1 may say for them, one and all, that their ambition is to be classed
henceforth among your friends. You will permit me on their part to
return our heartfelt thanks. From their Excellencies the Lieutenant-
Governor, the Vice-Admiral, His Grace the Archbishop—from all classea
of the citizens of Halifax, there has been nothing but one continual serjes
of kindnesses since we landed here. That kindness was not merely local,
it met us beyond the borders of the Province—in the persons of our friends
Mr. Pryor, Mr. Coleman, and Mr, Wier. They took the trouble to pass
the hounds of this Province to meet us, and therefore I think I may eay
yvour hospitalities surpass all bounds.

The effect on all sides of an ordinary little courtesy done
s0 aptly and beautifully as this can be readily understood.
We get a glimpse of another kindred trait of McGee's at
Charlottetown, where the Canadians attempted a retumn
of hospitality by an informal luncheon on board the Victorsa.
At this “every man was as sober and serious as Mr. McGee's
wit would allow him to be.”

There was one memorable day in Halifax which McGee
pronounced to be overpowering. The Canadians were
first treated to a Hodge-Podge! on the shore of the North-
West Arm. At this Joseph Howe and D’Arcy McGee
were the speakers, and the Globe reporter says, ‘““Mr. McGee
supported the high reputation he has earned as our orator.
I intend by no means to detract from the well-earned fame
of the Hon. Joseph Howe when I say that Nova Scotians
acquainted with him and who heard Mr. McGee at the
Hodge-Podge and chowder affair, acknowledge the Minis-
ter of Agriculture to be the better orator of the two.” From
the Hodge-Podge they returned to the city and found a
public dinner awaiting them in the volunteer drill-shed,
which had been beautifully decorated for the occasion.
At this banquet “everybody spoke,” and McGee's turn
came at the end of the following list, when, the reporter
remarks, “‘even the finest oratorical talking had begun to

* The reporter tells us this “consisted of an ommium gatherum of the
fishy tribe—cod, herring, salmon, sole, haddock and—the Halegonians
can alone tell what else—boiled and eaten together with chowder.”
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pall.” The first speaker was Sir Richard Graves Macdon-
nell, the Lieutenant-Governor; then came Admiral Sir
James Hope, Dr. Tupper, G. E. Cartier, George Brown,
Leonard Tilley, Col. Gray, President of the Charlottetown
Convention, J. A. Macdonald, Alexander Galt, and then
D’Arcy McGee. There have been so many quotations
included from McGee's serious speeches, it is only fair to
give one now from the fun he indulged in at this hour,
even if the aptness, spontaneity, and sparkle have been
somewhat dulled by the weight of the intervening years.
His opening was as follows:

I think, Sir, you have been guilty of a very serious attack upon myself
constitutionally, and also, what is more important, upon the union of the
colonies. The hope of the union is comprised within the four walls of
this assembly; the only stateamen that can carry it out are here; it is high-
ly important to the success of the measure that these statesmen should
preserve their constitutions in order to frame constitutions for the Prov-
inces. Now, I think I see a desire to undermine the constitutions of the
different statesmen, and therefore it is I fear that the cause is in danger.

(Laughter.}
However, I have no fear that it will not go on. Men will rise and fall

as bubbles upon a stream, but the cause that gets into the hearts of a free
and intelligent people will never die.

McGee then went on to detail his gratification at seeing
such pleasant friendships springing up between people
who had known each other before only through blue books,
“where we looked into the figures to see what a figure we
cut.” Coming together as they were now had “a very dif-
ferent effect from poring over cold pages of books of statis-
tics.” Then he made a few remarks on “Immigration and
Agriculture,” supposed to be the subject of his toast. The
immigration section enunciated his old-time creed about
where the source of true national growth and greatness
lay in the New World and the folly of fearing a pauper im-
migration. “Bless me! something like half this continent
has been made by paupers.”

On agriculture he was very brief. The country was
safe and the Confederation crop in a flourishing condition,
was his main report. In any case, his Canadian portfolio
demanded merely an administrator of the laws, and not
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necessarily ““a man of cultivation.” However, he had a
complaint to make of an outrage he had sustained in his
official capacity that day, and at the hands of one of the
members for the city:

My friend, Mr. Pryor, for I forgive him, showed me over his garden at
the North-West Arm and with a deliberate design asked me to identify
the several crops. With the potatoes and beets and turnips I got along
tolerably well, till I came to a leek-like looking vegetable, which I there-
fore pronounced to be a leck.

“0Oh, no,” cried my friend, “that is the celebrated oyster-plant.”

{Laughter.}

Now, how was I to have foreseen that though a gentleman has a marine
villa with lobsters within hail, and can walk up his own avenue with a
couple of lobsters whenever he chooses (laughter) that he should also
have oysters growing in his garden (laughter) with leeks growing over
them—for I still maintain in my official capacity that the things I saw
were leeks. (Roars of laughter.)

Yes. It was an overpowering day, yet it ended in a light
enough little flourish.

However, the path of Confederation turned out to be
by no means as smooth as the conferences and after-dinner
speeches might indicate. There was no faltering on the part
of Canada. Through years of constitutional agitation and
the recent parliamentary deadlock she had come to under-
stand how necessary was some change. But not so the
Maritime Provinces. Scarcely had their delegates returned
from the Quebec Conference than such energetic opposition
developed that it required three more vears of very careful
handling on the part of the Imperial authorities, Canadian
friends, and their own leaders who supported the union,
before they could be persuaded to enter. Even then Prince
Edward Island and Newfoundland did not come in. It
was in the winter of 1866-7 that the delegates of the remain-
ing provinces met in London and prepared the British
North America Bill in conjunction with the Imperial law
officials. Finally on March 20th the Imperial Act was
passed and received the royal assent.

D’ Arcy McGee was not an official member of the Canad-
ian delegation to London. A temporary coolness between
Macdonald and McGee during the summer of 1866 ex-
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plained his omission from the Order-in-Council of Sep-
tember 24th, which named the Canadian delegates to the
London Conference for the discussion of the Confederation
Act. McGee had been heart and soul absorbed in the repuls-
ing of the Fenian attacks from the United States and had
felt dissatisfied with the slackness of the administration
of the Department of Militia during the June crisis. There-
fore he proposed in a letter to Macdonald that Alexander
Galt should be made Minister of Militia, on the ground
that there were so many financial questions involved and
the position demanded a man of financial and executive
capacity. In view of the fact that the Minister of Militia
at the time was J. A. Macdonald himself, and that the news-
papers of the time—especially The Globe—had been full
of very circumstantial accounts of just why the Minister
of Militia had been unable to perform his duties during the
crisis, it was not to be wondered at that Macdonald was
irritated by McGee’s naive proposal. However, the disap-
pointment voiced by the Catholic bishops, clergy, and
laity, who had looked to McGee to watch over their educa-
tional interests, was so great that it was later arranged that
he and Dr. Taché should attend the Industrial Exposition
at Paris. It opened on April 1st, and the Canadian Agri-
cultural Department had a large and well organized exhibit
ready. Thus McGee had an opportunity to be in London
during the crucial consultations there, and to tender his
Canadian colleagues whatever assistance he could.

McGee had looked forward to this visit to England
and Europe. It was to be one of the rare little interludes
in his very busy, crowded life. But unfortunately he was
stricken down in Paris by a very severe and painful illness
arising from ulceration of the veins of his leg, which prevent-
ed him from acpomplishing and enjoying the things he
wished., He did manage, however, to make a trip to Rome,
where he was charged with laying at the feet of His Holi-
ness Pope Pius IX the petition of the Irish Catholic con-
gregation of St. Patrick’s Church against the new divi-
sion of parishes. To this visit we owe several poems on
the Eternal City, as well as some articles on “Irish Epi-
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sodes of Foreign Travel,” These latter appeared in the
New York Tablel, and some of them also in the Montreal
Gazelte. Among his writings while in Paris was one poem,
Peace Hath her Viclories, which gains an especial interest
from having been written during the last year of his life,
and also at a time of pain and weakness when McGee was
doubtless reviewing the deeds and seasons of his past.
Many of its lines therefore indicate clearly what were
McGee's innermost ambitions for himself and his country.
The third stanza, while having, of course, a broad and
general meaning, can with great suggestiveness be read in
the light of the Fenian attacks upon himself:

To stand amidst the passions of the hour
Storm-lash’d, resounding fierce from shore lo shore,
To watch the human whirlivind waste ifs power,
Tiil drownéd Reasown lfts her head once more;
To build on hatred nothing; lo be just,
Judging of men and nations as they are,
Too sirong lo share the councils of mistrust;
Peace hath ker viclories, no less than War,

The next one has likewise an aptness as a summary of
his Canadian political ambition:

To draw the nalions in a silken bond
On to their highest exercise of good,;
To show the belter land above, beyond
The sea of Egypi, all whose waves are blood;
These, leader of the age! these aris be (hine,
All vulgar viclories surpassing far!
On these all Heaven's benignant planets shine;
Peace hath her viciories, no less than War.

The fact that McGee’s illness kept him a very close
prisoner to his room was partly the explanation of another
piece of writing he did in Paris. His thoughts had had
much time to twn to Canada and dwell upon her needs.
He composed, therefore, what he called his May-Day
letter for his constituents, telling them what he felt should
be the policy of the future Dominion Government, and
exactly what his own politics were going to be. It was a
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strong document and took, very McGee-like, a most
decided and unequivocal position on the fundamental
issues for Canadian legislation. On tariff, militia, educa-
tion, and expenditure for public works, no one was left in
doubt as to McGee's stand, and it was the one hitherto
identified with the Conservative party of old Canada.

All this was startlingly outspoken and disconcerting for
his colleagues in Canada. They were intent upon main-
taining that there were now no party issues dividing the
people. A Coalition Government composed of the men
most in sympathy with putting the new machinery into
motion was the only question of the hour. Of course,
after a time there would spring up parties, but for the pres-
ent a strong government, irrespective of party consid-
erations of the past, was what was required. In pursuance
of this theory all their speeches—Galt’s speeches and J. A.
Macdonald’s speeches—had been delightfully indefinite,
They might be interpreted to mean much or little tariff,
much or little militia, and much or little expenditure, as
the occasion required. Take, for example, the speech of
Alexander Galt at the big dinner in Lennoxville, It was
quite justly described by The Globe as *‘the very embodi-
ment of discretion itself.”

McGee's was the first address issued by a Minister of
the Crown after the passing of the British North America
Act. It was pounced upon by the Reform press:

The manifesto bears internal evidence that it is the joint handiwork of
the illustrious quartette [Macdonald, Cartier, Galt, and McGeel......
The bold declaration in favour of a standing army....the rushing in
for the Intercolonial, the Ottawa Canal, the Verte Canal, this glorious
contempt for hundreds of millions of public debt bring back floods of recol-
lections of Grand Trunk “loans,” Seigniorial Tenure iniquities, Ottawa
buildings insanity—jobbery and extravagance without limit in the good
old davs of the Macdonald-Cartier ascendancy. The hand is the hand
of D'Arcy, but the voice i the voice of A. T. Galt on a Budget night in
the davs of increased customs, fresh excise duties, new stamp taxes, and
enormous deficits,

But if the Reform press gave the letter publicity, not so
the Conservative. 7The Globe was the only paper west of
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Ottawa which printed it. “Our Upper Canada Tories
don’t do business that way,” was the comment of The
Gali Reformer on this ominous silence. McGee in his
sincere and outspoken eagerness had intended this letter
as only the first of two, but the second never appeared.
It was strangled by the powers that were. Some politicians
thought it a very curious thing that a man with the tran-
scendent imagination of McGee could not have imagined
how such a document would affect men and parties in Cana-
da. They asked, could he not foresee how such a course
of conduct would affect people and react on his own popu-
larity? They were whollv wrong in their way of looking
at the man. Such acts of his, and one or two such outstand-
ing ones will be recalled, were due not to lack of imagina-
tion. They sprang from his sincere and conscientious de-
termination to stand up openly for what he felt was right.
When he saw a duty to be performed—a political duty,
a patriotic duty, or a religious duty—during all his life
he did it at once in a downright, above-board, uncompro-
mising way, absolutely regardless of past associations or
future effects. They had no place in his problem. They
never occurred to him.

By the end of May McGee was able to return to Canada,
but it was to find the Fates there most adverse. His party
leaders were in the throes of forming the new Dominion
Cabinet. As Christopher Dunkin had pointed out in ex-
haustive detail in his Confederation speech of February
27th, 1865, this was ‘“none too easy a task:”

This Executive Council must have, in order to work at all,. .. .a represen-
tation of the different provinces. . ..Let us look therefore at what will have
to be its number, There are two ways of calculating this—two sets of data
on which to go. Either we must go upen the wants of the component parts,
or we may start from the wants of the country as a whole. Suppose we
start from the wants of the different provinces. I take it no section of the
Confederation can well have less than one representative in the Cabinet.
Prince Edward Island will want one; Newfoundland, one. A difficulty
presents itself with regard to Lower Canada. On just the same principle
upon which Lower Canada wants, for Federal ends, to have a proper
representation in the Executive Council, on the same principle the minority
populations in Lower Canada will each want, and reasonably want, the
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same thing. We have three populations in Lower Canada, the French-
Canadians, the Irish Catholics, and the British Protestants. In other
words, there are the Catholics and the non-Catholics, and the English-
speaking and the non-English-speaking, and these two cross lines of divi-
sion cut our people into the three divisions I have just indicated. Well, if
in a Government of this Federal kind the different populations of Lower
Canada are to feel that justice is done them, none of them are to be ignored.
The consequences of ignoring them might not be very comfortable. Here-
tofore, according to general usage, the normal amount of representation
for Lower Canada. . . .has been six seats out of twelve, Of those, four. ...
legitimately belong to the French-Canadians, one to the Irish Catholics,
and one to the British Protestant class. Every one is satisfied that that is
about the fairest thing that can be done, ...

‘Well, Sir, if there are to be six for Lower Canada there must be six or
seven for Upper Canada, and you cannot very well have less than three
each for Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. . . .thus you have an Executive
Council of twenty to twenty-one members, besides all we might have to
add for other provinces....The thing could not be done,

Suppose, then, on the other hand, we start with the idea of limiting the
number of cur Executive Council to meet what I may call the exigencies
of the country as a whole. Eleven, twelve, or thirteen... .leaves three
each for Upper and Lower Canada. For Lower Canada in particular,
how will any one divide this intractable figure between her French, Irish,
and British?. ...It will be none too easy a task, Sir,....to form an Ex-
ecutive Council with its three members for Lower Canada, and satisfy
the somewhat pressing exigencies of her creeds and races.

Such was one set of factors in the Cabinet problem.
Now added to it was Cartier’s insistence that the French-
Canadians could not be represented by fewer than three
Ministers, which with the Irish Catholic and the Protestant
members from Quebec would make five. The Ontario Re-
formers in turn were equally determined that Ontario
must have one more Minister than Quebec, which would
have meant eleven between them, and when the other prov-
inces were given proportional representation, would have
preduced in turn a Cabinet too large to be either workable
or acceptable to the country. Macdonald was clear from
the outset that the Cabinet would have to be limited to
thirteen at most, and, further, that it must be a coalition
ministry, divided as equally as possible between Cc_ms.er-
vatives and Liberals. Considering the Reform majority
in Ontario, he began with three Liberals—or ex-Liberals,
as many of their old allies insisted they were—McDougall,
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Howland, and Fergusson-Blair, together with himself and
Campbell as two Conservatives from that section. Then
there were to be two members from Nova Scotia, the Con-
servative Tupper and the Liberal Archibald, and two
Liberals from New Brunswick, Tilley and Mitchell. This
left only four members, all Conservatives, to Quebec. But
the trouble then arose that Cartier insisted three of these
had to be French-Canadians, Cartier, Chapais, and Lange-
vin, which necessitated the dropping of either Galt or
McGee. That this was a difficulty long foreseen is evident
from a letter McGee had written Macdonald from Paris:

71 Champs Elysfes, Paris,
April 9th, 1867.
My dear Macdonald,
. ... You observe in your last that my own "‘political future is at stake.””
T feel the whole force of that remarlk, and will not lose a day in returning,
that I possibly can. As to Montreal West, I do not fear any issue which
I may have to meet there, with any one; but the other two seats in that
¢ity can only be secured by actual co-operation of those I can influence,
as was shown to Cartiet’s and Rose's satisfaction last time, and time before.
Whatever [ can do westward, will be, as it always has been, at your service,
Ever since we have acted together, I recognize no other leader in Parlia-
ment or the country; and I only ask in return, that you will protect my
position in my absence—till I am able to mount guard over it myself.
I certainly have no desire to embarrass future arrangements, which will
naturally be under vour direction, but in a Confederation Government,
founded upon principles which I have always zealously advocated, I will,
if in Parliament, give way neither to (alt, nor to a third Frenchman, "nor
any other man.':

When Cartier insisted on the three French-Canadians,
McGee’s position, which had been previously secured to
him by a letter from Macdonald, became, nevertheless,
strategically the weak one. Galt represented a geographical
and local minority—the English-speaking Protestants of
Quebec. This minority could be represented in the Cabinet
only in the Quebec section. The Irish Catholics, on the
other hand, were found in all the provinces, so it was not
essential a Quebec man should represent them.

During one solid week of deadlock, Macdonald arranged
and rearranged all his various factors, the limited number

*  Sir Joseph Pope, Correspondence of Sir Jokn A. Macdonald, i, p. 42.
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possible, with the certain men who had to be included, as
well as the sectional, party, and religious requirements.
Then he diplomatically allowed his lieutenants to under-
stand that the problem appeared beyond his powers of
solution, and that he would have to allow George Brown to
form the first Dominion Cabinet.!

At this crisis Tupper brought forward a proposal. He
would be willing to step out and make way for an Irish
Catholic Conservative from Nova Scotia, E. F. Kenny, if
McGee would do likewise and thus allow one man to take
the place of them both. This met no opposition in the
party’s council. The Conservative leaders had been irritated
by McGee’s May-Day manifesto, and his unpopularity
created by the Fenian excitement together with the Irish
quarrel in Montreal made many of them feel it would be
better if he were only a private member in their ranks.
Also, there was no doubt that personal jealousy and long-
nursed political animosity dulled the conscience of one or
two when it came to be a question of weighing McGee'’s
just deserts.

Cartier undertook to put the matter to McGee person-
alty. He spent two long mornings with him and eventually
emerged with McGee's consent to withdraw and with
Macdonald’s letter of appointment to him safely in his
keeping.

McGee was aggrieved, but after the natural temporary
indignation had passed, the self-forgetfulness of the man,
his absolute self-abnegation when a great issue was con-
cerned, reasserted itself, and he stepped out, solicitous only

1 A letter from A. T. Galt to his wife, on June 23rd, 1867, cited by
0. D. Skelton in The Life and Times of Sir Alexander Tillock Galt
sheds an inner light on the temper of the time:

“ . .The U. C. Liberals in the Cabinet have insisted on every sort
of concession to them. .. .The only people who have really been with-
out reproach are the gentlemen from the Lower Provinces who have
done all in their power to reconcile matters. . ...Macdonald. . . ..at one
moment says he will go on without the Grits, the next he says he will
throw up the cards and recommend the Governor to send for George
Brown. Things are turning out just as I told you I feared would be the
case, and I am so thoroughly disgusted that if it were not for the fear
of deserting my friends in such a crisis I would shake off the dust

from my feet of political life.”
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that the great cause should flourish and his co-religionists
be adequately represented. In spite of the way they had
treated him, he remained true to those he held to be the
true friends of Union. As his letter to Macdonald in April
had stated, “Theoretically it is true, the work is done; but
practically it is only beginning. At such a real crisis, per-
sonal and mere party politics might afford to ‘listen a
while’.,” Two letters he wrote Macdonald in July, 1867,
attest the same unswerving loyalty. In the first he is asking
what form the explanations for his being omitted from the
Cabinet had better take:

*....I am sure that on presenting myself there [in Montreal) I shall
be beset by good and kind and constant friends, as well as by the
curicus generally, for political explanations, which without your
concurrence (or rather perhaps I should say His Excellency’s permnis-
sion) I do not fee] that I have any right to make.

What I should be able to say to my friends, does not so much concern
myself ag the general interest of the class to which very many of them
belong, namely, the Irish Catholics of the Dominion. Mr, Kenny's
appointment to office ought, in my opinion, to be a guarantee that
they were, and were to be, fairly considered in the Executive Councils
of our common country. But, unfortunately, all men are not equally
reasonable, and I fear the appeals lately made to this large and im-
portant body, by designing demagogues who have no particle of real
regard for them at heart, are producing a mischief, which, even in my
own constituency, 1 shall find myself powerless to correct.

Now I think you know that there is one sort of power I am very
ambitious of, namely, to hold the good opinion of my friends. What I
want of you, therefore, is, with His Excellency’s permission and the
concurrence of your colleagues, to provide me with such a memorandum
of the proposed policy of the new Government, as will enable me to
fight the Union battle, not only at Montreal, but anywhere else where
I may be of use, with advantage to the vast public interests at stake.
For 1 will add frankly that I should deplore as the greatest calamity
that could now befall us, a sectarian, in addition to a sectional, organi-
zation. I would do anything possible to one man to avoid such a state
of things, and I hope you may see your way to arming me with such
a memorandum of facts and intentions as will help me to do so.

I subscribe mysalf with all sincerity,
Yours very faithfully,
THOMAS IARCY McGEE.
P. 5.— 1 add with great pleasure to vour address those marks of honotr-
able distinction which you and my other ex-colleagues have so honourably
achieved.
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The curious answer Macdonald sent him to this was more
satisfactory from the Macdonald than the McGee point of
view. Macdonald began by chiding him for resigning his
place in the Cabinet without consulting him, and regretted
that he had been so generous as to stand aside. “However,
the thing is done and cannot be undone for the present, but
I am sure that at a very early day your valuable services
will be sought for by the Government.”

However, McGee’s second letter shows how steadily he
went on to further the cause of Union in spite of Govern-
ment quasi-friends and Opposition foes:

Montreal,
July 11, 1867.
My dear Macdonald,

You are. I hope, satisfied with my explanations. So far as your name
was mentioned I hope I observed due reticence—and in other respects.

I found the feeling in Montreal more unsettled than I could imagine.
Rose’s retirement had emboldened the enemy, and besides there were local
causes of irritation both in Cartier's quarters and my own, which were
being artfully fomented. Being on the spot for a few days, I think I have
done good for Cartier, and I am sure I have for myself. My explanations
have, I think, satisfied every real friend that I have in the city, and I have
even heard made converts.

I have seen Mr. Kenny and introduced my principal friends, upon whom
he has made, as 1 was sure he would, a most favourable impression......

I go to Prescott to-morrow,” and shall oscillate between Prescott and
Montreal, for the present week or ten days. I shall have contests in both.
Devlin is really canvassing hard—with the Holton-Herald clique in the
background, but I shall beat kim easily 1,000 votes. Of Prescott I am not
$0 sure up to date.

This was written just before the deplorable McGee-Devlin
election. It has been shown how McGee endured this
ordeal. He fought against ill-health and great physical
weakness. He fought amid a worse than old-time ruffianism
directed against him. He fought with narrow means,
All party campaign funds were withheld because the lead-
ers considered it immaterial, since either McGee or Devlin
as a private member was pledged to support union and

t  McGee ran in Prescott for the Ontario House, but was defeated.

The effective weapon the Opposition had against him was that Ontario
wanted no outsider meddling in her own local concerns.
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their general policy.- He fought without the help of one
single speech or any kind of countenance or support, from
a solitary colleague. The opposition press were able to
boast that Cartier never mentioned McGee’s name at any
public meeting. The Montreal Gazelfe stood by him, and
Archbishop Connolly came out very forcibly in his favour
with a long and closely reasoned letter published in the
Montreal press.

But the iron had entered McGee’s soul. Never again,
it was said, was he the same gay, jovial, buoyant D’Arcy
McGee. His determination was made. Once the Confed-
eration government was well established he would with-
draw from politics and devote himself to history and
literature. After his death Sir John A. Macdonald, in a
letter to Archbishop Connolly, said:

It was arranged between him and myself that he should retire from
political life this summer., He was to have been appointed Commissioner
of Patents, with a salary of $3,200 a year. This office would have been
in a great meastire a sinecure; and he intended to live here at head-quar-
ters, in the immediate vicinity of our magnificent library, and devote him-
gelf to literary pursuits.

McGee’'s own letters reveal nothing of this particular
arrangement, but they bear ample testimony of his return
to his first loves, history and literature. From the end
of October, 1867, until almost the end of February, 1868,
he was again a close prisoner in his room on account of
the same illness. But his activity was unabated. His
industrious pen scratched off several articles of literary
criticism for the New York Tablel and the Dublin Nation,
as well as his weekly contribution on Irish and Canadian
politics for the Montreal Gazeffe. He also got into touch
with Harpers, the American publishers, and about the end
of March came to terms with them which he told his friends
“presented a promise of permanency.”” He was writing
poems, too, off and on, in contemplation of a volume under
the title Celtic Bards and Funeral Songs, which was to be
published in New York in the autumn of 1868. Speaking
of thisin a letter to Father Meehan,' McGee said, “You

—

¥ Sir Joseph Pope, Memoirs of Sir John A. Macdonald, Vol. 11, p. 12.
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know I am an old keener and half my lays are lamentations.
It could not well be otherwise in this age with an Irish
bard, if I am worthy to be called a Bard of Erin.”” What we
have of these poems demonstrate how fondly McGee's
heart turned back to Ireland, and how completely he was
reverting to the old McGee of 1846, with all his scholarly
and historical schemes of the literary Nation before the
revolution of '48. Iona fo Erin, and The Caoine of Donnell
More, were his last, the latter unfinished. In Ifona io Erin
St. Columba is supposed to be addressing a bird flying
away across the waters to Ireland. Thus it easily voices
the arthor’s yvearning as well as the Saint’s:

But you will see what I am bann’d

No more, for my youth's sins, lo see:
My Derry’s caks in council stand
By Roseapenna’s silver strend—

Or by Raphoe your course may be.

The shrines of Meath are fair and far—
While-wing'd one, not loo far for thee—

Emania, shining like a star,

(Bright brooch on Evin’s breast you arel):
That I am never more lo see.

In ddition, McGee wrote during these weeks an Irish-
Amercan tale. The first third of the plot was laid on the
bordes of Ulster and Leinster, and the remainder in New
Yorkand New England. He was making arrangements
to hav it published by Hurst and Blackett, anonymously—
“at lest at first’—and wrote them that it would make
“a prity thick volume of about six hundred and fifty
pages. Unfortunately the manuscript of this has been
lost. : would have been very interesting to see what kind
of stor was woven by McGee's poetic imagination, personal
experiices, and warm human sympathies, in a setting so
happyor their,development and play.

+ R. C.P. Meehan of Dublin, who had been one of the Young Ire-
lancs and later became the author of The Fate and Fortunes of Hugh
O'N. and the biographies of other ancient Irish heroes.

+ Tt said that Queen Macha traced out the site of the royal rath of.
Emia, near Armagh, with the pin of her gold brooch.
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At other times McGee's thoughts were centred upon
ways and means of winning Nova Scotia. That province
was still hostile to the Union. At the midsummer election
only one of the nineteen members returned supported the
Administration. When the first Dominion Parliament met,
on November 7th, 1867, an early item for legislation was
on the rate of postage between the different provinces.
McGee, whose ill-health allowed him to attend only the
first fortnight of the session, spoke most earnestly for a
reduction in the rate. He looked upon the tax as one upon
intelligence, ‘“but particularly as one the burden of which
would fall upon the small newspapers of the Maritime Prov-
inces.” He voted against Sir John and with Alexander
Mackenzie on this point, This speech and vote are ndic-
ative of his whole attitude towards the Maritime Provinces.

One of his letters to Macdonald in February ﬂlus;rates
this same desire to reconcile the Repealers:

Montreal,
Feh. 15, 1868. !
My dear Macdonald: '
..As to the Repealers, T suppose yvou have taken all due mdns to
have them properly understood in England. But if anything cdld be
done, by commercial legislation or otherwise, to bisect the mass oflown-
right disaffection down there, it should be done......

I have been trying in The Gazetle to keep up the true oonst:thonal
doctrines on which many of our friends even, are at sea. I am tole out
in 2 week, and to give on the 28th an address to the English workigman,
on The New Nation and the Old Empz're. It will contain a strong and Pinted
appeal against ““personal politics.”

An article on what the country expects from the Minister oIPhhtla
will appear in The Gazelfe, on Monday. It may not be amiss thatili you
gentlemen should feel that public, not personel, interests are expfed to
be in the ascendant next session.

Will you thank Campbell if you see him for his kind and promppote—
just like him. r

Yours very truly,

T. D. iGEE
Sir J. A. Macdonald, !
Ottawa, t
P. 5. Mr, Rose got as far as the door, and left his complimenibut as
it was freezing very hard at the time, they were quite chilly wh they
reached me.
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The following January finds him busy, although at
the time confined to bed, writing editorials and letters
without number on the ten thousand Nova Scotia fish-
ermen who had returned empty-handed at the end of the
mackerel season. So insistent was he in both his humani-
tarian and patriotic argument that a large charity concert
was organized in Montreal. The sending of these pro-
ceeds to Nova Scotia for the destitute fishermen had not
a little to do with making the people there feel that their
interests were of real import to the Canadas, and it certainly
encouraged a kindlier feeling between the two sections.

Meantime, however, Joseph Howe with three others had
been sent by the local legislature of Nova Scotia to England
to see if that province could be released from Confedera-
tion. As a counterstroke the Dominion Government sent
Dr. Tupper. His was a very delicate commission. He was
to be most “conciliatory towards his Nova Scotia friends,”
but to inform the Imperial authorities as to the grounds
on which Nova Scotia wished for repeal. When the Domin-
ion Parliament reassembled on March 12th, the Govern-
ment were subjected to much adverse criticism for having
sent Dr. Tupper to England to oppose Joseph Howe. On
the evening of April 6th, 1868, Parker of North Wellington
was one of those who spoke adversely of Dr. Tupper’s
appointment.

D’Arcy McGee rose to answer him. After a brief attack
on Parker for his persistence in mischief-making, he defended
warmly the absent Dr. Tupper in words to which his own
well-known experience must have added double weight in
that House:

Dr. Tupper's character has been assailed, and he himself personally
maligned, and it is due to him that he should be placed in a position to
justify his conduct, with regard to the part he had taken towards obtain-
ing that Imperial act of legislation by which the Union had been estab-
lished. It has been charged against him that he has lost the confidence
of his own people. Sir, I hope that in this House mere temporary or local
popularity will never be made the test by which to measure the'worth or
efficiency of a public servant. (Hear, hear.) He, Sir, who builds upon
popularity builds upon a shifting sand. He who rests simply on pqpula_r-
ity, will soon find the object he pursues slip away from him. It is, Sir
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in my humble opinion, the leader of a forlorn hope who is ready to meet
and stem the tide of temporary unpopularity, who is prepared, if needs be,
to sacrifice himself in defence of the principles which he has adopted as
those of truth—who shows us that he is ready not only to triumph with
his principles, but even to suffer for his principles—who has proved him-
self, above all others, worthyv of peculiar honour. (Applause.)

McGee then began to criticize somewhat severely the
resolutions of the Nova Scotia legislature and the address
founded upon them. But he had hardly commenced this
part of his speech when he suddenly left it as if distasteful
to him, and spoke of his desire that Nova Scotia should
suffer under no wrong. He believed the asperities now exist~
ing must wear out with time:

It may be that there are some grounds of complaint with regard to some
of the legislations of the early part of the session, and that, in such minor
matters as the newspaper postage and certain tariff impositions, Nova
Scotia may have some grounds for remonstrance, but so long as these
points admit of modification or adjustment there will be no danger of its
denial here. Whenever, Sir, the Nova Scotian case on these issues is
presented fairly and calmly, it will find an amount of support here which
will leave none of its advocates ground for complaint that the voice of
Nova Scotia demanding justice is not fairly listened to within these walls.
And here, Sir, I cannot withhold my acknowledgment of respect and ap-
preciation of the moderate and large-minded, and truly national spirit,
in which the hon. member for Lambton, the leader of the largest section
of the Oppesition (Alexander Mackenzie), has approached and has dealt
with all these great questions affecting the carrying out and the main-
tenance and the welfare of the Union.....

And besides this attention and practical consideration, we need, above
everything else, the healing influence of time. 1 have, Sir, great reliance
on the mellowing effects of time. It is not only the lime and the sand,
and the hair and the mortar, but the time which has been taken to temper
it. And if time be so necessary an element in so rudimentary a process
as the mixing of mortar, of how much greater importance must it be in the
working of consolidating the Confederation of these Provinces. Time,
Sir, will heal all existing irritations; time will mellow and refine all points
of contrast that seem so harsh to-day; time will come to the aid of the per-
vading principle of impartial justice, which happily permeates the whole
land. By and by time will show us the Constitution of this Dominion
as much cherished in the hearts of the people of all its Provinces, not ex-
cepting Nova Scotia, as is the British Constitution itself.

McGee went on thus to illustrate what time could do with
the example of the Union between Cape Breton and Nova
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Scotia herself, and thus carried to its close his last manly,
kindly, patriotic speech: “And, Sir, I have every confidence
that we will similarly wear out Nova Scotian hostility by
the unfailing exercise and exhibition of a high-minded
spirit of fair play. We will compel them by our fairness and
our kindness. It has been said that the interests of Canada
are diametrically opposed to the interests of Nova Scotia,
but I ask which of the parties to the partnership has most
interest in its successful conduct, or has most to fear from
the failure which the misfortunes or the losses of any of
its members must occasion? Would it not be we who have
embarked the largest share of the capital of Confederation?
Our friends, Sir, need have no fear but that Confederation
will ever be administered with serene and even justice,
To its whole history, from its earliest inception to its final
triumphant consummation, no stigma can be attached, no
stain attributed. Its single aim from the beginning has
been to consolidate the extent of British North America
with the utmost regard to the independent power and
privileges of each Province, and I, Sir, who have been, and
who am still, its warm and earnest advocate, speak here
not as the representative of any race, or of any Province,
but as thoroughly and emphatically a Canadian, ready
and bound to recognize the claims, if any, of my Canadian
fellow-subjects, from the farthest east to the farthest west,
equally as those of my nearest neighbour, or of the friend
who proposed me on the hustings,”

An hour after D’Arcy McGee spoke those words he lay
dead, shot down by a murderous assassin. There is very
little really known of the deed. When the debate closed
McGee called to his friend Robert Macfarlane, “Come, Bob,
you young rascal, help me on with my coat,” and the other
replied merrily, “Always ready to give you a lift.” The
two friends thus walked down from the House together,
chatting pleasantly. McGee was going home next day,
when an even kindlier welcome than usual was awaiting
him, as his birthday was at hand and several of his Montreal
friends were preparing to celebrate it by presenting to his
wife a portrait of him painted by Bell Smith. It was an
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occasion to which they were looking forward with the great-
est of pleasure,

Macfarlane and McGee parted at the corner of Metcalfe
and Sparks Streets, and McGee crossed to the other side.
As he did so a group of messengers of the House of Commons
overtook him and one shouted out, “Good-night, Mr,
McGee.” McGee returned the salutation with his usual
spontaneity: “Good morning—it is morning now, Buckley,”
and never spoke again, He walked but a few yards farther
to his boarding-house, he put the key into the door to
unlock it, when a flash—a report, and he was shot through
the head by some one standing so close behind him that his
hair was singed.

A Fenian named Patrick James Whelan was arrested
shortly after. He was given a long, patient trial with an
abundance of legal talent pleading in his hehalf, but he
was found guilty and hanged February 11th, 1869. How-
ever, it was never felt that the whole truth was known.
Much of the evidence which hanged Whelan was purely
circumstantial, and he, to the last, maintained he was
innocent. Many believed that he was only one ot a number
who had conspired to comimit the murder and that he may
not have been the one to whom it actually fell to fire the
shot.

A great wave of horror and grief swept over the country
with the news. Business was involuntarily suspended,
flags everywhere hung at half-mast, mourning badges were
worn for weeks, sometimes months; even in the small towns
public buildings were draped in black; as his funeral train
passed from Ottawa to Montreal crowds met it at every
station. No living man had ever had the homage which
was now tendered their beloved dead. All kinds of societies,
Catholic, Protestant, French, Irish, English, Scotch, and
German, met and passed their resolutions of sympathy,
and some of them, like the Council of the Township of Roxton
in the County of Shefford, determined ‘‘that the persons
present do go into deep mourning and keep it for six months.”
Requiem Mass was celebrated in hundreds of parish
churches, the expenses incurred being borne by the parish-
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ioners to show their appreciation of the services he had
rendered his country. Everywhere churches were decorated
by sorrowing women who desired thus to associate them-
selves with his widow in the grief in which she was plunged.
Highest and lowest were united in common feelings of
sympathy for Mrs. :McGee. Queen Victoria sent her an
autograph letter of condolence.

The Dominion Parliament adjourned until after his
funeral. Sir John A. Macdonald, Alexander Mackenzie,
and many others spoke in the profound and horrified hush
of that afternoon. They were broken but sincere and
heartfelt tributes to their friend, not to the statesman,
which the anguish of the hour called forth. Macdonald’s
closing words were:

He has gone from us, and it will be long ere we find such a happy mix-
ture of eloquence and wisdom, wit and earnestness. His was no arti-
ficial or meretricious eloquence, every word of his was as he believed, and
every belief, every thought of his was in the direction of what was good
and true. Well may I say now, on behalf of the Government and of the
country, that if he has fallen, he has fallen in our cause, leaving behind
him a grateful recollection which will ever live in the hearts and minds of
his counirymen.

Mackenzie recorded his affection for him, and said that
in all the vicissitudes of political wartare he had ever found
him to possess ‘‘that generous disposition so characteris-
tic of the man and his country.” Chauveau spoke in
French, and, like Macdonald and Mackenzie, was visibly
affected, but his words were taken up by the men and press
of the day as exactly expressing their needs. The part
they emphasized was:

Mr. McGee never displaved the least vanity, or prided himself upon
his transcendent talents. He was always modest and affable towards all,
and never appeared to appreciate his own merit. He also had a generous
heart. He was always ready to contribute to every charity or charitable
institution. I bave often met him in Montreal in ceremonies and public
celebrations got up for the purpose of doing good and instilling charity,
and he never refused his aid or refused to draw on the eloquent fund of
words which sprung from the bottom of his heart in aid of the poor. On
these occasions he always seemed to be under the impression that he was
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only doing what another person would have done, and his good heart was
equal to his modesty. The orphans and unfortunate have lost in him a
great protector.

On the 9th, McGee's body was brought from Ottawa to
his home in Montreal. There during the long hours of
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday great multitudes filed past
his bhier. It was the climax of a striking demonstration
of national grief, for the people came from far and near and
represented all classes, rich and poor, great and lowly. On
Easter Monday, April 13th, on his forty-third birthday,
he was laid to rest on Mount Royal.! His funeral wound
its way up between great throngs of people, and lines of
soldiers, amid the booming of minute guns and the tolling
of city bells.

Two solemn services were held for him that day. The
first was in St. Patrick’s, where the Rev. Father O’Farrell
spoke with great earnestness and eloquence from the text,
“How is the mighty man fallen, that saved the people of
Israel!”” A brief quotation from his impressive words shows
in a beautiful way how D’Arcy McGee’s spiritual counsellor
locked upon his innermost character:

My brethren, when the muster-roll of the great men of Canada. shall
be read out to future generations, to the name of Thomas D’Arcy McGee
shall be added as his best and most suitable epitaph, that he “died on the
field of honour.”. ....

t  Perhaps in no way can it be so fully brought home to us how abso-
Iutely in his prime I)’Arcy McGee was cut off, as by comparing the
vear of his death with those of his fellow-members at the Quebec
Conference who were born in the same decade. Only two of the thirty-
three Fathers of Confederation were vounger than McGee, Langevin,
who was born in 1826, and A. A. Macdonald, born in 1828, The men
of the 1820-30 decade lived as follows:

McGee:............ 1825-1868
Tupper:........... 1821-1915
Langevin:......... 1826-1906
Mowat:............ 1820-1903
Mitchell:.......... 1824-1899
Campbell:......... 1821-1392
McDougalls........ 1822-1905

Sir Charles Tupper, it will be noticed, lived for forty-seven years
after McGee's death—five years longer than McGee’s whole life.
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I admired and esteemed in the deceased the Seckolar, whose mind was
stored and enriched with the most varied information; the Patriof, who
loved his country, his native as well as his adopted one, with the truest
and deepest affection; the Statesman, whose mighty intellect soared above
all merely local interests, and comprehended in his far-reaching glance
the necessities and advantages of the entire Empire; but more than all,
as a minister of God, I loved and admired the humble Christian, who de-
voted his talents to the noblest causes, whose faith in the doctrines of the
Catholic Church shone out ail the brighter and purer after the storms by
which it had been tested, and towards the close of his life he specially
showed the firmest hope and the most touching confidence in the merits
and mercies of his crucified Master.....

The second service was held in Notre Dame, where
Bishop Bourget of Montreal delivered a solemn and touch-
ing address; and there was another being held by Archhishop
Connolly at the same hour in the Cathedral at Halifax.

When Parliament reassembled on Tuesday, the 14th,
the day following his funeral, they felt their first duty was
to provide for McGee's family, “as now belonging to the
State.”” As Macdonald said, “It was well known that he
was too good and too generous to be rich.” They unanim-
ously voted Mrs, McGee an annuity of $1,200 and settled
on each of his daughters £1,000. At the same time his
friends made up a subscription of some six thousand dollars,
which wiped out his debts.

A wild caoine of woe, in prose and poetry, went up from
the Canadian press. -It would be quite impossible to give
any adequate selection from the hundreds of articles and
poems printed during the following year on D’Arcy McGee.
With one accord they seemed to go back for inspiration
and words to old Celtic laments. One which appeared to
satisfy them particularly was the dirge of Thomas Davis
on Owen Roe O'Neil:

Did they dave, did they dare, to slay Owen Roe O’Neil?

Yes, they slew with poison him they feared lo meel with steel!
May God wither up their hearls! May their blood cease to flow!
May they walk tn living death who peisoned Owen Roe!

Wail, wail ye for the mighly one! Watl, wail ye for the deed!
Quench the hearth and hold the breath! With ashes sirew the head!
How tenderiy we loved him! How deeply we deplore!

Holy Savioutr! but to think we shall never see him more!
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Others again turned to his own poems, and particularly
his last unfinished fragment:

He is dead, and to earih

We bear our shield and sparthe,
Thomond’'s prince and Ireland’s promise,
In God's anger taken from wus;

Thomond’s grief will not be hurried,
Royal deeds cannot be buried,
Men cannot cast a dungeon
Qer the stars, and he's among them—
He, of his the liberal spender,
Qf ours the stern defender—
The piliar of our power,
Snapp’d in our trial’s hour—
Chant slower, sislers, slower;
‘Tis the Caoine of Donnell More'

Thomas I’ Arcy McGee was a fine, generous, honourable,
and sterling nature. It is hard to do justice to the valor-
ous patriot, the poetical orator, the thorough Irishman,
and the Christian peacemaker. He had the zeal of a mis-
sionary and the persistence of a propagandist in striving
to push obstacles aside and force good causes forward. He
welcomed the coming generation and held high before them
an ideal of the part they had to play for their country’s
sake.

His years in Canada were few, but they were long enough
to leave upon its political and social life an: extraordinarily
deep and lasting imprint. At the moment of his death,
his political career lacked its full expression: with his great
gifts and generous self-spending, a foremost place in the
first Cabinet of the Dominion was his beyond challenge.
The wheel of change was fast bringing round the time when
he would again hold a place in the country’s councils, as
he always did in the people’s confidence. But no office
could have added lustre to his name. To see the Dominion
firmly established was his political ambition, and that was
granted. He was—as his last words said-—“thoroughly and
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emphatically a Canadian.” He attached himself to the
country with all the warmth of his ardent nature, and he
left there a record of service. He lahoured in abundance
and he laboured in love to increase the unity, peace,
greatness, and growth of our land, and to establish if on the
best and surest foundations. This will hold for him an
essential place in the enduring history of Canada.
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THOMAS D’ARCY McGEE
A Chronology

Born in Carlingford.

Removed to Wexford.

Sailed for the United States.

Assistant Editor of The Boston Pilot.
O’'Connell and His Friends.

Returned to Ireland; became London cor-
respondent of The Freeman’s Journal.
Joined The Nation in Dublin.

The Irish Writers of the Seventeenth
Century.

One of the founders of the Irish Confedera-
tion.

Life and Conquests of Art MacMurrogh.
Irish League; Revolution of *48; exiled to the
United States.

Established The New York Nation.
Memoir of Charles Gavan Duffy.
Established The American Celt.

A History of the Irish Settlers.
Transferred 'The American Celt to Buffalo.
The Catholic History of North America.
Lecture tour in Canada.

Combats the Know-Nothing campaign.

The Attempts to Establish the Refor-
mation in Ireland.

Campaign for Western Irish settlement.
The Life of Bishop Maginn.

Removal to Canada; established New Era;
elected one of the members for Montreal.
Supported Brown-Dorion Reform Adminis-
tration.

Politico-religious opposition;  Peacemaker
Banquet in Toronto.

Defended the cause of the North and anti-
slavery.

(May). Became President of the Council in the
Sandfield Macdonald-Sicotte Ministry.
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(Sept). Chairman of Intercolonial Conference
at Quebec.

(June). Cabinet reorganized; McGee became
Independent; elected for Montreal West in
contest with J. Young.

(Aug). Lectured in Maritime Provinces and
Canadas on British American Union; urged
a Kingdom of Canada.

Joined Liberal-Conservative party; cam-
paigned eastern Upper Canada with J. A.
Macdonald.

The History of Ireland.

(March) Became Minister of Agriculture, Im-
migration and Statistics in Taché-Macdonald
Ministry.

(Aug.-Oct). Member of Charlottetown Con-
ference and of Quebec Conference and the
Canadian Delegation to the Maritime Pro-
vinces,

Federal Governments, Past and Present.
Campaign against Fenianism; Wexford
speech.

The Irish Position in British and in Re-
publican North America.

Re-elected for Montreal in contest with
Bernard Devlin; private member in first
Dominion Parliament.

Worked with Alexander Mackenzie to re-
concile Nova Scotia to Confederation.
(Nov).—1868 (March) Prolonged iliness.
(April 7.) Assassination. ‘
Collected Poems, edited by Mrs. J. Sadlier.
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of forming a cabinet to represent,

Canadian  Ballads
Poems, 291-4; 433.

Canadien Freeman, The
340; 343; 367; 433; 435.

Carlmg, John, 320 380.

Carhnéford ]:urthplace of

ee, 13.

Carrick, 148; 149.

Cartler, G. E 315; 318; 328; at the
foot of the Montreal poll 331, ani-
mosity towards T. D. McGee, 332;
forms Cartier-Macdonald Mm:stry,
359; 371; 418; 419; 423-4; 461; 48%;
contribution to Confederation, 497;

attends Charlottetown Convention,
518; speaks in Halifax, 522; insists
on three French- Canadians in Do-
minion Cabinet, 529; &30; puts
cabinet difficulty before T.

McGee, 531; attitude in last McGee
electlon, 534,

Cartier-Macdonald 359;
372; 380-1; 387;

Cashei 148-9.

Catholic " Church, growth in United
States, 237; 254 te _be the prime
influence in T. McGee's rural
state, 265; T. D. McGee's poeins
on, 205; comparatwe strength in
Upper and Lower Canada, 334;
Iseaglslatmn involving sentiment of.

2,
Ccé%!:‘c Citizen (Toromto), 267; 339;

Catkolic History of North America,
The, 186G, 218; 243-7; 267; 278.
Cauchon, Joseph Edouard, 276; 310;
371; 424.
Iyley W;lllam 320; 348.
., Thke Amencan foundmg of, 183-
4; policy, 185; 195 change in tone
197; 205+ 207; 270; advocates T,
gggGees ideal rural state, 260; 2’?8
Celtic Society, The, aim of, 57.
Chapais, J. C., 423; 424; 530, .
Charbonnel, Armand Francois Marie
de, Catholic Bishop of Toronto, 367.
Charlottetown, {Prince Edward

and Occasional

{Toronto),

T. D.

Ministry,
397.
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IsIandgé 495; Convention at, B516;

518 2.

Chauveau, P. J. O., 541-2

Christie, David, 317; 394.

Citizen, The, founding of, 199, 204;
208; 207; 209; denounces T. D.
McGee, 211; 267; 268; 278, 443.

Clarendon, Lord, 143; 153, .

Clarke, Charles, Clerk of the Legis-
lature, gives pen picture of T. D.
McGee, 324.

Clay, Henry, 221; 222; 233.

Clontarf, 14; 146; 446-7,

Cockburn, James. 423.

Compromise Measures, 226: 232; 23L.

Conciliation Hall, meeting-place of
O'Connell Repea!ers, 75; 1ndictment
of The Nualton, 82; 183; 200.

Confederation, Canad:an reasons ad-
vanced by T. D. McGee. 475;
Fathers of, 497; T. D. McGee works
towards, 500~ 13 Spll':lt of, 513-5;
"Confederaticn crop,” 5&23; delay
in accomplishing, 524; gradual 50~
lidifying of, 535: T. McGee's
closing eulogy of. 539.

Connoily, Louis Thomas, Archbishop
of Halifax, 164; 321; 456; 459; 522;
534; 543

Cork, 93.
Davis, Thomas, establishes The Na-
ton, 31; breakfasts with T. D.

MeGee, 32 plans to improve Irish
art, 35; creed of The Nation, 174;
288: 294; 296: 543.

Davitt, Michael, The Fall of Feudalism
in Ireiand &

Dawson, Wllllam, 288,

Dessaulles, L. A., 373.

Devlin, Bernard, 327: 434: 435; 438,
437; 458; 460; 461-2; 533.

Dezggrt, Edward HarLIey. 284; 288,

Dillon, Tohn Blzke, establishes 7he
Nation, 30; political epinions, 116;
goes to France 130; 147; 149; 150-1;
155-6; 448-9.

Disraeh, Benjamin, 130.

Doheny, Michael, on Penal Laws, 85;
on T. D, McGee's oratory, 96; 119.
on Mitchel’s conviction, 138; 150.

Donnelly, James, 383.

Donnelly, Michael, T. D. McGes's
first teacher, 4,
Dorion, A. A., leader of Lower Canada

Reformers, 310; 316; 327; 330; 345;
as5l; 373; endorses T. D McGee,
A77: 388; opposed to railway ex-
pansion, 398; 407; 414; 415; 416;
419; 424; 434,

Double Majority, 316; 389; 393; 414;

418,
“Double Shuffle,’” 35%; 372,
Douglas, Stephen A., 233; 235.
Drummond, Lewis T. 373 432,
Dublin Remonstrants, 956

Duffy, Charles Gavan, verdict on
T.” D. McGee's training, 7; cstab-
lishes The Nation, 30, describes

T. D. McGee, 31; on T. D. McGee's
leaving The Fruman. 48: marriage,
108; political opinions, -116; 156;
writes T. D. McGee in New York,
167; revwes Tls Nation, 169; 172;
invites T. McGee to return to
Ireland, 182 199; 200; picture of
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Izeland. 208; open letter to T. F
Meagher, 213; Conedian Ballads
dedicated to, 281; 207-8; resents
T. D. McGee's Wexfnrd speech,
44R; dines with him in London, 440;
describes T: D. McGee, 466; 46?:
writes of Smith 'Brien, 470,

Dunganon, 104.

Duungarvan, election of,

Duggm. Christepher, 320 424 483;

Emigrants, Irish, their fate in 1847,
123; {floodtide of, 208; unwelcome
in the United States, 236-9; effect
of their plight on McGee,
241; West unknown to, 28

Evanture] F,, 383; 404; 413 " 425.

Famine, The Irish, 61; 88-70; 72; 238;
Report of the Saciety of Friends, on;

Fegea;a.f Governments, Past and Present,
1

Federal Union, 312; 513

Fenian Bmtherhood The, 440-445;
450; 441; 453-4; 458 462. .

Ferguson, Sir Samue!. estimation of
T McGee's poetry, 48; leader
of Protestant Repeal Association,
127; 141; 448.

Fergusson-Blair, A, J., 414,

Ferrier, Hon. James, 517.

Fitzpatrick, Bishop, 193.

Fleming, Sandford, 422; 518-7.

Foley, M. H., 388; 423: 425,

Foster, W. A., 494; 520.

Freeman's J’aumai (DubIm), 29;: 77:
40.

Freeman's Journa! {New York), 181;
163.

Fugitive Slave Law, 228; 233; 234.

Galt, A. T., 320; 328; 359; 372; 373;
400-1; 423-4; 457; 481; 491; 497;
518; 523; 527; 530: 531,

Gazelle, ‘{;ﬁg (Montreal). 343; 463; 528;
bid; o

Giles, Henry, Unitarian preacher, 454 .

Gladstone, W. E., 454: 468; 488,

Glabe, The (Tomnto) ard: 278; 314;
316; 320; 321, 3467 on T. D.
McGees maiden speech, 350; 3553
366; 380:; 38I; 394; 402; 407; 412;
436; 460; 469; 481; 522; 525; 527.

Gram:l Trunk Rallway, 305; 397-9:
40(8; 517-8.

Gray, John Hamilton, 488; 4935,

Grey, John, 28; 448,

Grey, Moses Wilson, a proprietor of
T).‘,:s Freeman's Journal, 28, 43.

Haliburton, Thomas Chandler, 283.
Halifax, 398; 406; 468; 500; 517; 519;
H522 54% ident, 221.
artison, President,
Head, Sir Edmund, 358; 337; 338;
359; 485; 487.
Heavyse%‘_ Charles, 288,
Herald, The (Montreal), 312,
Hincks, Francis, 392.
Hind. Henr Youle. 287,
Hingston, Dr.,

. History, Irishk Ba:‘c‘ad by T. D. McGee,

. planning of, 47; opposed by C. G’
%uffy, g-t'r in The Natiom, 107}
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discontinued 112; revived in New
York, 175,

History of Ireland, a praject of Thke
Natton,” 54; revived, 176; written
by T. D. McGee, 206; difficulties
in writing, 300; illustrations from,
302-5; written by a statesman, 305.

History of the Affempts (o Establish
the Prolestant Reformation in Ireland
and the Successful Resistance of lhe
People, 192; 218; 247; 278; 366.

Holton, Luther, 320; 330; 351; en-
dorses T. D. McGee, 377; 414; 419;
424; 434; 4648; 533.

Holywoed, emissary to France, 130,

Holmes, Robert, 83.

Howard, Dr. 327; 329; 320; 439.

Howe, Joseph, 300: 399; 400; 404;
408; 522: 537.

Howland, William P., 320; 388; 404;
408; 414

Hudson’s Bay Company, 308; 31%;
349; 350; 397.

Hue and Cry. The, 162,

Hughes, Archbishop, of New York,
163; 165-8; 180-1; 190-1; 200-%;
237-8; 278

Hyde, Dougl-as, 41: 208,

Intercolonial Conference, 403-4; 407-58;

410; 42L.

Intercolonial Railway, 397; 401: 404:
409-10; 415; 417; 420; 506.

Irish Alliance {New York), 179,

Ivish American, The (New York), 161;
168-9; 170-1; 147; 199; 278; 443-4,

Irisk Cauadum, The, 437; 438: 447;
456; 458.

Irish Confederation, The, formation
of, 98; platform, 101-4; motto, 104;
defeats the proposals of J. Mitchel
and D. Reilly, 121; view on emigra-
tien, 122; 139; 141 143; 163,

Irish Council, The, origin of, 106; T.
D. McGee speaks before, 107; at-
titude of members in London, 113;
J. Mitchel disconraged by, 114,

InzlggLeague. The, 140-1; 143-4; 163;

!rs4s§2Peopfe. Tke, Irish Fenian organ,

Irisk Setilers in North Awmerica, A
History of the, 162; 180; 185; 187;
188; 105; 203; 217; 229; 231; 252,

frish Writers of the Seventeenth Century,
The, 53-4; 296.

Kansas-Nebraska Bill, 234: 235 240,

Keating, Geoffrey, 29? 4490,

Kenny, E. F., 631; 532 533.

Kenyon, Fr., 112.

Kerry, 93

Kilkenny, 12¥; 147: 148,

Kirby, William, 288.

Know-Nothing or Native American
party; T. D. McGee forges a weapon
against, 21; 218; 232; a smouldering

resent ment, 239 SOI:]EtleS corm-
osing, 239; closmg history, 240;
70; 273-90; 385 412; ¢50.

Laframboise, L., 414.

Lalor, James Fintan, 114; 13%.

La Minerse, 330,

Langevin, Hector, 320; 357; 423; B518;
530; 542,

Lawse, Irish Land, 66-70.

INDEX

Laws, Irish Penal, 73.

Leader, The (Toronto), 383: 367.

Leo, lumber trade sailing ship which
brings T. McGee to America, 8.

Leprohon, Mrs., 287.

Letelher de St. Just, L., 414; 426.

Library of Ireland, The, 36; 107; 188;
286,

Limerick, 93; 127; 135; 150; T. D.
McGee lectures in, 230

Logan, William, 287.

Londonderry, 151.

LOI;&; irish Society of Canada, 384;

Maginon, Dr., coadjutor bishop of
Derry, 140; 154; Life of, written by
T. D. MecGee, 245-51; 278.

Maguire, John Francis, 164; 256-7.

Manning, Henry Edward, 191,

Maritime Provinces, 397; 3%9; 406;
418; 419; 422, 425; 455; 500; 516; 517;
519; 524; 5386.

Martin, John, 58; 155.

Mathew, Father, 8.

Mayo, Earl of, 465.

Meagher, Thomas Francis, Meagher
of the Sword, 85; oratory of, com-
pared with . . McGee's, 85-5;
Life of, by P. J. Smyth, 97; on the
spirit of Young Ireland Catholics,
104-5; on the spirit of the North,
105: political opinions, 116; 119;
at Limerick 136; trial, 138 inspects
the Clubs, 137, 139; 141 144; 1486;
descriptron of revolutlon at Carrick,
148; at consultation in Boulagh,
150, fights for the North in Ameri-
can Civil War, 156; open letter to,
by T. D. McGee, 195: founds The
Cilfzen, 199; opposes T. D, McGee,
200-6; leaves The Citizen and be-
comes a lawyer, 213; letter on Irish-
Americans, 451.

Meehan, Father, 534-5.

Memosr of Charles Garan Dufy, 98.

Mtlrt;a Bills (Canada), 381-2: 387-8;

John, on Irish patience, BS;
‘Connell as leader, 80; author
of Life of Hugh O Nedll, 107 ea-

ouses canse of Tenant Right

eagues, 114; agrarian policy, 118;
severs cohmection with The Nation
and publishes The United Irishman,
119; 139; tries to force Irish revolu-
tionary movement, 128: withdraws
from the Confederation, 136; trial,
137-9; founds The Citizen (New
York), 195; hostile to T, D. McGee,

202; 204- B: ceases ta be editor of

The Citizen, 213; opnposed to T. D.

McGee, 278,

Mitchel, P. (New Brunswick), 404:

530; 542.

Monck, V1scount, 400; 408,
Montreal, 205; welcomes T. D, McGee,

325; Ir:shmen form batta]ron, 384;

Irish welcome to T. D. McGes, 432;

election in, 461-2; T. D. McGes

speaks in, 473; Confederatmu Con-
ference held in, 510; . MeGee's

funeral in, 542,

Moodie, J. W. D., 287,
MDDdlE. Mrs. Susanna, 287.
Moore, Thomas, 3, 291.
Morris. Jamea, 388;: 404; 411.
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Mowat, Oliver, 317; 320-1; 304: 414;
424-5; 542

Macdcnald Cart:er Ministry, 311;
319; 324; 351; 358; 485; 486; 487.
fvlgggcuna\lt}1 Dorion Mm:stry, 414; 421;
Macdonald, D. A., 321; 334.

Macdonald, John A., actual leader

of Liberal-Conservatives, 275: 313;
relies on Lower Canada ma]orlty,
314; gains leadership of party
through observance of Double Ma-
jority, 816; 317; T. D. McGee's
description of, 31%: has a flippant
tone according to George Brown,
323; congratulates T. D. McGee,
347; part in the “Double Shuffle,”
35%; prefers to rearrange men rather
than constitutions, 380: on likeli-
hood of war with United States,
386; maves vote of want of confi-
dence in the Macdenald-Sicotte
Ministry, 414; 416; makes overtures
to T. D. McGee to persuade him to
become Conservative, 418; eiection
tour with T. D, McGee, 419; forms
Taché-Macdonald Ministry, 423;
opposes George Brown's Confedera-
tion Committee, 424; cheered on
St. Patrick’'s Day, 437; letter to, on
Fentang, from T. D. McGee, 443;
speech at Montreal MoGee banquet,
457; cartooned by T. D. MeGee,
481; accused of intrigue with Sit
Edmund Head, 487; forms coali-
tion with George Brown 495; con~
tribution to Confederation, 487:
attends Charlottetown Conference,
518; =neaks in Halifax, 523; tem-
porary coolness with T. D, McGee,
524-5; his policy to continue Cana-
dian Coalition Government, 527;
difiiculties in forming first Dominion
Cabinet, 529-30; correspondence
with T. D.McGee, 532- 3; letter to
Archbishop Connolly, 534; attitude
towards the Maritime Provinces,
536: sends Dr. Tupper to England,
537; eulogy of T. McGee, 541.
Macdonald. Jahn Sandﬁeld leader
of a section of Upper Canada Re-
formers, 310; champions the Double
Majority, 318; contrasted with T.
D. McCee, 321-2; one of three
Catholic members for Canada West,
334; forms Macdonald-Sicotte Min-
istry, J388; attends Intercolenial
Conference, 404; forms Macdonald-
Dorion Mm:stry. 414; leaves T. D.
McGee out, 415; supports Thibau-
deau instead, 418; his Intercolonial
policy begins de novo, 42i; volun-
tarily resigns, 423; votes with minor-
ity on Brown's Confederation Com-
mittee, 424; cartooned by T. D.
McGee, 483, .
Macdonald-Sicotte Ministry, 387; 302;
303; 306; 400; 409; 411; 4i3; 416;

418,

MacKenzle, Alexander, 536; 538; 541,
Mackenzie, William Lyon, 321; 488;
MggManus. Terence Bellew, 140: 150.
MacNab, Sir Allan, 316-7.
MacNevin, Thomas. 206.
McCleneham, John, 213.

McCully, Joseph, 404; 4865.

McDonnell James (Prescott, C. W.),

McDonnell Alexander, Vicar-
of Kingsten, C. Ww.. lmé i
McDouga!l William, 321 350; praises
D. McGee, 377; 388 404 414;
M4é4 -5; (?105 5;8 542d .
cGee, Clara nes, dau,
MG as 28)! ghter of T.
McGee, Dorcas Catherine Morgan,
mother of T. D, McGee, 3-4; 0,
McGee, Lawrence, brother of T. D.
MeGee, 9.
McGee James, father of T. D. McGee,

McGee James, brother of T. D.
McGee, 11: 179,

MeGee, Mary Caffrey, wife of T. D,
MeGee, 108-9; 154; 174; H41; 543,

McGee, Thomas D'Arcy, hirth, 1:

early eloguence, 5; farewel]l to native
land, 8; speech on Fourth of July.
10; jeins The Besion Pilot and lec-
tures in New England towns, 11;
speech at Watertown, Mass., 14;
draws poetic picture of O’Conneil,
17; promotion in Filet office, 20;
studies Irish orators, 28; offered
position on The Freeman's Jfournol
and returns to Ireland, 28; break-
fast with Davis, 32; holiday with
Dufly, 33; leaves for London, 35;
readg in the British Museum, 45;
breaks connection with The Free-
man's Journel, 48; becomes London
reporter far The Nation, 53; returns
to Dublin, 54; compared with T. F.
Meagher, 85- 88: identified with
Young Ireland by the Repeal Agso-
ciation, 94: becomes Honorary Sec-
retary of the Dublin Remonstrants,
95; marriage, 108; opposed to Mit-
chel’s radicalism, 115, 120; speaks
on Irish emigration, 122; estima-
tion of Irish peasantry, 130 speech
on Smith O’Brien when he was going
to France, 131-4: sympathizes with
Meagher of the Sword, 141; attends
last Confederation meetmg, 147
goes to Scotland, 151-3; hides in
the north of Ireland, 134-5; flees to
Ametica, 157; establishes The New
York Natien, 160: opposes Bishop
Hughes, 164: exile activities, 175-6;
counsels Irishmmen in Canada, 177;
workmg up night schools, 180; winds
up ation, 182; founds The
Amencan Celt, 183-4; puts the past
behind him, 188; root of his quarrel
with Mitchel am:l Meagher, 210;
reason for change in view of United
States, 219-20; is averse to many
modern tendencies, 226: lectures
in Ireland, 230; defends Catholic
Church against Know-Nothingism,
241; denounces Irish-American de-
magogues 242; glorifies the Irish
Church, 247: writes Life of Bishop
Maginn, 252-5; wisits anadian
rural districts, 259; advocates rural
gettlement for Yrish-Americans, 259-
86; letter to Ths Wexford People
on Irigsh, American conditions, 268;
compares the United States and
Canada, 260; organizes Buffalo Con-
vention, 271-7; closes career in the
United States, 278, comes to
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Canada, 281; interest in Canada’s
destiny, 282; publishes Canadian
Ballads, 291; writes Histary of
Freland, 208-305; elected to Royal
irish Academy, 308; expects to have
share in the political and constitu-
tignal work ofp Canada, 307; verdict
on Double Majority, 317; a ‘‘con-
sistent protectionist,'” 320; friend-
ship with Oliver Mowat, 321; receives
an Irish welcome to Montreal, 325;
becormes the parliamentary candidate
of St. Patrick’s Society, 328; makes
first Canadian political speech, 328;
clected at head of Mantreal poll,
331; goes to Toronte, 335; reception
there, 338; advises his countrymen
on St. Patrick’s celebrations, 337;
lectures on_  Conciliation, 341-4;
delivers maiden speech, 347-351;
supports legislation in harmony
with views of Catholic Church, 352;
supports Separate Schools, 352-4;
opposes Orange Incorporation Bill,
354; defends Brown-Dorion Minis-
try and denounces the Double
Shuffle, 360-%; defends George
Brown in Montreal, 382-3; arouses
the ire of The True Witness, 264;
“The McGee Cabinet,” 366; speech
at the Freeman banquet, 368-70;
draws up platform for Lower Canada
Reformers, 873; on development of
a northern nation, 375; on Rep. by
Pop., 376; on dificulties in the way
of Rep. by Pop., 381; votes on Mili-
tia Bill, 382; helps recruit the Irish
Battalion of Montreal, 384; Presi-
dent of the Loyal Irish Society
of Canada, 384: estimates the pos-
sibility of war with the United States,
385; becomes President of the Coun-
cil in Macdonald-Sicotte Cabinet,
387, speaks at Welland Reform
Demonstration on English criticism
of Militia Bill, 389; parliamentary
speech on the same, 391; prepares
Government Memorial on same,
392; depicts a npational future for
British North American colonies,
397; on need of Intercolonial Rail-
way, 401; chairman of Intercolonial
Conference, 404; signs secondary
memorandum for Canada, 406;
urges intercolonial reciprocity, £06;
interprets the Government’s watch-
word “‘Retrenchment,” 407-8; pro-
posed Minister of Agriculture, 211;
chairman of Standing Comimittee
on Immigration, 411; left out of
Macdonald-Dorion  Ministry, 415;
becomes Independent, 416; joins
the Conservatives, 418; tours the
Maritine  Provinces, 41%; tours
Canada West with J. A, Macdonald,
419; criticizes Macdonald-Derion
Ministry for dropping Intercolenial
project, 421; becomes Minister of
Agriculture in  Taché&Maedonald
Government, 423; acts on George
Brownm’s Federation Committee, 424:
holde the same portfolio ih the Coa-
lition Government, 425; improves
the internal’ organization. of hia
Department, 425-31;" immigration

interest and policy, . 430-1; returns .

worthily welcome "of Irieh, 432;

INDEX

hostility of The Irisk Canadign to,
437-8; emphasizes loyaify, 438-9;
views on_ Fenianism, 443-8;as Min-
ister of Immigration goes to Ex-
hibition at Dublin, 448; lectures at
Wezxford, 447-55; justifies his course
in 48, 450; banqueted in Montreal,
457 in conflict with Fenian element,
458-60; last election, 461-2; extent
of his change in Irish views, 462-3;
perzonal appearance of, 466: lectures
on Canada's Interest in the Cinil War,
475-80; utilizes political cartoons,
481-3; defends Brown-Dorion Minis-
try. 485-92; eulogized by W. A.
Foster, 494; contribution to Con-
federation, 296-8; writes Plea for a
British American Nationality, 498-
a00; analyzes Act of Union, 501-4;
votes on Rep. by Pop., 5035; Con-
federation arguments, 508-13; pub-
lishea Federal Governments Past and
Presenl, 513; desires to establish
Canadian monarchy, 514: arranges
for Canadian Maritime excursion,
516-7; attends the Conwvention at
Charlottetown, 518; at Quebec Con-
ference, 520; toasts their hosts at
Halifax, 521; *“an overpowering
day,” 522-4: goes to London and
Parig, 525; visits Rome, 525-6; illness
in Paris, 526-7; May-Day letter,
527; returns to Canada, 528; makes
way for E. F. Kenny in Dominion
Cabinet, 531: works steadily to
promote Union, 532-3; last election,
§33-4; reverts to history and liter-
ature writing, 534; works to rec-
oncile Nova Scotia and vates with
Alexander MacKenzie, 335-9; assas-
sination, 533; general mourning for,
540-4; parliamentary tributes to,
541-2; Father O'Farreill's tribute,
542-3; cut off in his prime, date of
death compared with that of con-
temporaries, 542

McGee, Thomas D’Arcy, Charac-

teristics: seriousness as a child, 9%
love for Ireland in contrast with
hostility fer England, 10; wide
vocabulary, 15; admiration of toler-
ation in others, 18; genius on bordet-
land of oratory and poetry, 18;
gravely accepts responsibilities of
citizenship, 22; boyish vehemence,
24: maturity of literary judgment,
25; American growth, 27-8; feeling
for historical continuity, 117; cour-
age and assurance, 161; generosity
te [Iriends, 173; fortitude, 182
devotion to his Church, 190; 194;
197; ability to forgive and forget.
201; ecandor, 202; reverence and
moral earnestness, 214; respect for
the past and authority, 215; cher-
ishes Irish culture, 232: 258; his-
toric learning, 279; courage and
self-reliance, 279; sense of public
duty, 278; faith in democracy, 280;
companionable and affectionate, 294;
modest and popular, 294; -intereat.
in legendary history; 207; Lkinship-
with modern historians, 268, moder-
ation, 209; policy of conciliation,.
332; 341-4; high ideals, 345; restlesa
and impulsive instincts, - 379; "na-
tional imagination; 397; addicted
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to drinking, 415-6; religious toler-
ation, 454; voice and manner, 467-8;
gift of expression, 460-70; com-
panionable, 470; deep sericusness,
471; hard worker, 471; Celtic feeling
for style, 473-4; judgment and rea-
soning powers, 478-8;, command of
powerful imagery, 479; master of
fine declamation, 480; had variety
of weapons for oratorical attack,
480-4; 487; could maintain a tone
of superiority, 489; possesses a
statesman's vision, 491; high prin-
ciples, 482; logical reasoning, 501-3;
506-13; ability to promote social
friendships, 520-4; singlemindedness
towards his duty, 528, unswerving
loyalty to Canadian Confederatiom,
532-3; boundless energy and activity,
534-6; *“thoroughly and emphaticall¥
a Canadian,” 538,
McLachlan, Alerander, 285-7.

MNames, Irieh place, familiarization
of, 48; 159; 433.

Nation, Tke (Dublin), origin, 30
literary programme, 33-5; political
programme, 36-8; attitude on Repeal,
77; on Y Connell as leader, B0O; pub-
lishes Mitchel's railway article, B2;
cut off from Repeal reading-rooms,
89; attacked by Irish bishops, 90-1;
attitude towards clergy, 93; educa-
tional plans, 217; 293; demand for
a History of Ireland, 296; praises
the History of T.D. McGee, 305
on the Wexford speech, 448-9; 455;

535.

Nation, The (New York), established,
1681; policy, 162; oppoged by Bishop
Hughes, 165-6; articles on Irish
emigrants, 169-70; wound up, 182;
on European parties, 202; paid no
attention to American politics, 282.

Mative Americanizm: see Know-
Nothing Movement.

New Brunswick, 399; 404-5; 410; 421;
506; 518; 530,

Newcastle, Duke of, Colonial Secre-
tary, 392; 400; 405; 508.

New Era, The, established, 281-2; 311.
319; 325; 339.

New Nationality, a lecture by T. DIn.
McGee, 282. i
Night Schoots, T. D. McGee's part in

founding, 180-2.

Nova Scotia, 399; 404; 405; 410; 421;

506; 518; 530; 531; 538.

O’Brien, William Smith, attitude
towards the English Parliament,
40; on the Peace Resolutions, B4;

olitical opinions, 116; ges  to

rance, 130; objections to J. Mitchel,
135: banguet and riot at Limerick,
125: trial, 136; basiz of his optimism
pver proposed revelution, 139-40;
branded as a socialist by the Castle
press, 145; leader of the Irish revolu-
tion, 148-50; amnesty to, 432; letter

from T. . McGee, 438; visits
Toronto, 467; 470.

O'Connell and His Friends, T. D.
McGee's fArst book, 21; 190; 2186;

222,
O'Connell, Daniel, the Old Liberator,
and Repeal, 12; demonstration at
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Tara, 13; obeys English Government
and prevents meeting at Clontarf,
14; T. D. McGee’s speech on, 15-19;
eulogy of McGee, 28; supgestions
for combatmi Irish famine, &3;
attitude on epeal, 74; “prefera
El_'ead to Repeal,” 76; criticism of
juvenile orators,”” 81; Whig alliance,
83; estirnate of Irish peasantry, 130;
“The Irish Gulliver,” 183: Memoir
on Ireland, 208-0,

(*Connell, John, son of Daniel, 88;
140; 143; 144.

O’Curry, Eugene, 41; 44; 204; 206,

O’ Donovan, John, 42; 204; 296,

0’?5c;irman, Richard, 116; 137; 139;
O'Grady, 207.

Standish James,

O’Hagan, John, 116; 448,

O’Loghlen, Sir Colman, 182; 449.

O’ Mahony, John, 148; 440; 441; 454

Orange Order, The, 326; 336; 338;
354-5; 433.

Paris, 125; 143.

Patton, James, 380.

Peace Resolutions, 84; 140; 174,

Peel, Sir Robert, ieader of the British
Government, prohibits meeting at
Clontarf, 14; Repeal of the %om
Laws, 39; Irish Coercion Bill, 3%;
propesed bill to relieve Irish tenants,
69; “Peel's Brimstone,” 72; on Irish
railways, 82,

Peterborough (Canada), 259; 284

Petrie, George, 40-1; 296.

Pilot, The (Boston), 11; 22-3; 181; 168;
183; 190; 188; 216; 267; 278.

Pilot, The, an Irish newspaper, 140,

PiusTIX, Pope, 126; 144; 162; 190;
237.

Pilea for a British, American Nalion-
affty, A, 498; 514,

Poems of T. D. McGee, quoted:
Amergin's Anthem on Discooering

Innisfasl, 59.

Ancient Race, The, 67, 141
Apology to the Harp, An, 4, 8.
Arm and Rise, 269,
Army of the West, The, 262,
Rovhood Dreams, 2.
Canticie of an Irish Christign, The,

10,
Cacine of Donnell More, The, 535;
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Captivity ef St. Pairick, The, 49.
Cathal's Farewell to the Rye, 141.
Celts, The, 51.

Death of Art MacMurrogh, The, 50.
Death of Hudson, The, 292.

Deeds Done én Days of Shame, 154.
Deserted Chapel, The, 64,

Dream of Youth, 7-8.

Four Masters, The, a cycie of pecems,

52.
Hail to the Land, 219,
Harpeest Hymn, A, 66.
Home Thoughts, 110,
I Love Thee, Mary, 110.
fona to Erin, 535,
Frishk Homes of INinois, The, 263,
Jacques Cariier, 202,
Life—A Mystery to Man, 193.
Léving and the Dead, Tke, B3. i}
Man of ithe North Countrie, The, 58
Mere Irishman's Lament, A, 63
New Year's Thoughts, 145,
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No Surrender, 146.

Our Shkanty, 263.

Parting from Ireland, The, 155; 157,
Peare Hath Her Viclories, 526.
Question and Anstwer, 22.

Reaper’'s Song, The, 143.

Rize and Go, 261,

St. Patrick's of the Woods, 264.
Salutation to the Celfs, A, 184.
Song of Labour, The, 223.

Song of the Surplus, The, 63.

Te My Wishing-Cap, 2,

Try Agafn, 146.

Vow to Ireland of the Holy Islands,

A. B.
Political Corruption, under the Act
of Union in Canada, 314; 331; 355-6.
Po;%cg? of the Middle Class in England,

Priests, Irish, attitude of, towards
Repeal, 75; at the Secession, §9;
during the revolution, 150; defended
by Archbishep Hughes, 165; de-
nounced in The Citizen, 200.

Quebec, 2045; 313; 308; 411; 425; 519.

Reade, John, 287.

Red River Settlement, 397; 401.

Reilly, Thomas Devin, one of the
Young Irelanders, 1i1; contrasted
with T. . McGee, 112; quarrel
with T. D. McGee, 113; edits Tke
United [Friskhman, 137; 139; attends
last meeting of the Confederation,
147; at Boulagh, 150; fundamental
difference between T. D. Reilly and
T. D. McGee, 199; paints ““portrait’’
of T. D. McGee, 214; 278.

Rep. by Pop., 275; 310; 311; 364: 369;
370; 376; 380; 304; 412; 424; 505.

Repeal Association, 75-6; 104.

Riviére de Loup, 389.

Robinson, John B., 357; 380: 4986.

Ro{is;é John, 320; 328-9; 330; 418; 424;

Rowe, Captain, 8. :

Rural State, T. D. McGee's ideal,
b outline aof, 261-7; 289.

Ryan, Matthew, 383.

St. Andrews (New Brunswick), 399.
5t. John (New Brunswick), 403‘#; 420;
468; 506; 510; 517; 519 520,
St. Patrick’s Society, 326-7; 329; 338;
436; 437; 460; 461; 464.
Sangster, éharles, 286.
Sarnia, 399,
Scott, Richard W., 334; 413.
Seggﬁof Government guestion, 350;
Separate Schools, 275; 310; -4
Sheil, Richard Lalor, 23 0o ¢ 413.
Shrewsbury, Earl, 127.
S!cotte, L. V., 319; 326; 388; 404; 408.
Simpson, John, 423; 425,
g}nbbereen. 62.
avery, question becomes acugte =
tween North and South, 227. bes
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Smith, Goldwin, 238, ;
Smyth, P. J., 113; 147; 155; 448,
Speranza {Lady Wilde), 66-7.
Starnes, Mr., 328:; 329: 330; 481.
Steeves, W. H., 404; 495.
Strickland, Lieut.-Col., 287,

Taché, S5ir E. P., 423,
Taché, Dr., J. C., 428-7T.
Taché-Macdonald Ministry, 388; 418;
423; 461: 505. )
Tenant house population {American
cities), 255-B: 270.

Tenant Right Leapues, 114; 433.

Tessier, U. J., 388; 404.

Thibaudean, I., 414; 418.

Tilley, S. L., 400; 404; 408; 410; 495
523; 530.

Times (London}, 13%; 391; 456.

Tipperary, 148; 151; 156.

Todd, Alpheus, 288.

Tone, Wolfe, 152.

Traill, Mrs. C. P., 287.

Treason-Felony Act, Bill introduced,
34

134-5.

Trent Affair, 382-3; 386; 396; 400
402.

True Witness and Cathelic Chrenicle,
The, 198; 267; 333; 346; 363, 364;
367; 370; 434; 435.

Tupper, Dr. Charles, 485; 522; §30;
531; 537-3; 542,

Tupper, Martin F.,, A King for o
Colany, 815-6,

United Irishman, The, 119: 128; 199
201; 441-2; 451-2; 456; 475-7. i
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218; heroic age of, 220; presidential
elections, 221; induatrial and com-
mercial development, 222; western
expansion, 223; literary life in, 224;
religious denominations in, 225; era
of unrest in, 228; principle of educa-
tion in, 231; debt to Irish immigrants,
243-6; financial survey of Irish re-
sources in, 271; increase, of military

preparation in, &508.

Vankoughnet, Philip, 400-1.
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Waterford, 127; 145; 206,
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Watkin, Sir E. W., 408; 466,
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