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authority which they exercise over the vast and inhospitable region subject 

to their jurisdiction is on the whole very advantageous to the Indians.' ' 

Lord Elgin states that he is much indebted for his information to 

Colonel Crofton, the commander of the Sixth Royal Regiment, which we 

have seen was stationed for a time at Red River. Colonel Crofton after

wards gave to the colonial secretary what one would say was rather an 

unjudicial reply. He said: " I unhesitatingly assert that the government 

of the Hudson's Bay Company is mild and protective, and admirably 

adapted, in my opinion, for the state of society existing in Rupert's Land, 

where Indians, half-breeds, or Europeans are happily governed and live 

protected by laws which I know were mercifully and impartially adminis

tered by Mr. Thom, the recorder, and by the magistrates of the land.' ' In 

regard to this opinion, while no doubt an honest expression of views, it is 

plain that Colonel Crofton did not understand the aspiration for self-

government which prevails in western communities. The reply of the 

governor of Assiniboia, Major Caldwell, was likewise favorable to the 

company. Alexander Ross, in his "Red River Settlement," criticises the 

method taken by Major Caldwell to obtain information. According to 

Ross, the governor sent around queries to a few select individuals, accept

ing no one "below what the major considered a gentleman." This, the 

critic says, was the action of a man "who had never studied the art of 

governing a people.'' Ross, who did not admire the company greatly, how

ever, sums up the whole matter by saying: ' ' The allegations of harsh con

duct of maladministration preferred against the Hudson's Bay Company 

by Mr. Isbister and his party were in general totally unfounded and dis

proved," and therefore neither Major Caldwell's inquiries nor the inspira

tion of his genius were required. 

Notwithstanding Major Caldwell's optimism and Lord Elgin's favor

able reply, there was really a serious condition of affairs at Red River. 

Along with the petition of Isbister and his five English half-breed com

patriots, there was one far more formidable from the French half-breeds, 

who to the number of nine hundred and seventy-seven subscribed their 

names. Presented to Her Majesty the Queen, in most excellent terms, in 
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the French language, their petition sought, decrying the monopoly as 

severe:— 

1. That as good subjects they might be governed by the principles of 
the British constitution; 

2. That as British subjects they demanded their right to enjoy the 
liberty of commerce; 

3. They requested the sale of lands to strangers, and that a portion of 
the proceeds should be applied to improve the means of transport. 

French and English half-breeds were now united in a common purpose. 

A strange story is related as to the way in which the English-speaking half-

breeds came to throw in their lot with their French fellow countrymen. A 

company officer had left his two daughters at Fort Garry to be educated. 

One of them was the object of the affection of a young Scotch half-breed, 

and at the same time of a young Highlander. The young lady is said to 

have preferred the Metis, but the stern parent favored the Highlander. 

The Scotchman, fortified by the father's approval, proceeded to upbraid 

the Metis for his temerity in aspiring to the hand of one so high in society 

as the lady. As love ruined Troy, so it is said this affair joined French 

and English half-breeds in a union to defeat the company. 

The agitation went on, as Isbister and his friends corresponded with the 

people of Red River and succeeded so well in gaining the ear of the British 

government. Among the French people one of the fiercest and most noisy 

leaders was Louis Riel, the revolutionary "miller of the Seine." This man, 

the father of the rebel chief of later years, was a French half-breed. A 

tribune of the people, he had a strong ascendancy over the ignorant half-

breeds. He was ready for any emergency. 

It is often the case that some trifling incident serves to bring on a 

serious crisis in affairs. A French settler, named Guillaume Sayer, half-

breed son of an old bourgeois in the Northwest Company, had bought a 

quantity of goods, intending to go on a trading expedition to Lake Mani

toba. The company proceeded to arrest him, and after a stiff resistance, he 

was overcome by force and imprisoned at Fort Garry. 

As the day of the trial drew near the excitement grew intense. Gover

nor Caldwell was a well-known martinet; the recorder was regarded as the 

originator of the policy of restriction. He was, moreover, believed to be a 
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Francophobe, having written a famous series of newspaper communications 

in Montreal known as the "Antigallic Letters." The day of trial had been 

fixed for Ascension day. May 17th, and this was taken as a religious affront 

by the French. The court was to meet in the morning. 

On the day of the trial, hundreds of French Metis, armed, came from 

all the settlements to St. Boniface church, and, leaving their guns at the 

church door, entered for service. At the close they gathered together, and 

were addressed in a fiery oration by Riel. A French Canadian admirer, 

writing of the matter, says, "Louis Riel obtained a veritable triumph on 

that occasion, and long and loud the hurrahs were repeated by the echoes of 

the Red river." 

Crossing by way of Point Douglas, the Metis surrounded the unguarded 

court house at Fort Garry. The governor, judge and magistrate arrived, 

and took their seats at eleven o'clock. A curious scene now ensued: the 

magistrates protested against the violence; Riel in loud tones declared that 

they would give the tribunal one hour, and that if justice were not done 

them, they would do it themselves. An altercation then took place between 

Judge Thom and Riel, and with his loud declaration, " E t je declare que de 

ce moment Sayer est libre"—drowned by the shouts of the Metis, the trial 

was over. Sayer and his fellow prisoners betook themselves to freedom, 

while the departing Metis cried out: " Le commerce est libre! le commerce 

est libre! Vive la liberte!" This crisis was a serious one. Judge Thom, 

so instructed by Governor Simpson, never acted as recorder again. The 

five years' struggle was over. 

The movement for liberty continued to stimulate the people. Five 

years afterwards the plan of the agitators was to obtain the intervention of 

Canada. Accordingly a petition, signed by Roderick Kennedy and five 

hundred and seventy-four others, was presented to the legislative assembly 

of Canada. The grievances of the people of Red River were recited. It 

was stated that application had been made to the Imperial Parliament 

without result, and this "through the chicanery of the company and its 

false representations." In 1857 the Toronto board of trade petitioned the 

Canadian assembly to open the Hudson's Bay Company territories to trade. 

Restlessness and uncertainty largely prevailed in Red River, though there 
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were many of the colonists who paid little attention to what they considered 

the infatuated conduct of the agitators. 

No truer test of the success of government can be found than the 

respect and obedience shown by the people for the law. Red River settle

ment, judged by this standard, had a woeful record at this time. After 

the unfortunate Sayer affair, Recorder Thom was superseded, and for a 

time (1855-1858) Judge Johnson, of Montreal, came to Fort Garry to 

administer justice and to act as governor. 

Judge Black, a capable trader who had received a legal training, was 

appointed to the office of recorder, but soon found a case that tried his 

judicial ability and skill. A clergyman named Corbett, who had been 

bitterly hostile to the company, testified to certain extreme statements 

against the company in the great investigation of 1857. He then returned 

to his parish of Headingly in the settlement. A criminal charge was 

brought against him, for which he was found guilty in the courts and 

sentenced to six months' imprisonment. The opponents of the company 

seemingly without ground, but none the less fiercely, declared that the trial 

was a persecution by the company and that Corbett was innocent. Strong 

in this belief, the mob surrounded the prison at Port Garry, overawed the 

old French jailer, and, rescuing Corbett, took him home to his parish. 

Among those who had been prominent in the rescue was James 

Stewart, long afterwards a druggist and meteorological observer in Win

nipeg. Stewart and some of his companions were arrested for jail-breaking 

and cast into prison. Some forty or fifty friends of Stewart threatened 

•violence should he be kept a prisoner. The governor, bishop and three 

magistrates met to overawe the insurgents, but the determined rescuers 

tore up the pickets enclosing the prison yard, broke open the jail, and made 

the prisoner a free man. 

Such insubordination and tumult marked the decline of the company's 

power as a governing body. This lawlessness was no doubt stimulated by 

the establishment of a newspaper in 1859, The Nor'-Wester, which from 

the first was hostile to the Company. The system of government by the 

council of Assiniboia had always been a vulnerable point in the manage

ment by the company, and the newspaper constantly fanned the spirit of 

discontent. In the year 1868, when the Hudson's Bay Company regime 
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was approaching its end, another violent and disturbing affair took place. 

This was the arrest of Dr. Schultz, a Canadian leader of great bodily 

strength and determination, who had thrown in his lot with the Red River 

people. As a result of a business dispute, Schultz was proceeded against 

in the court, and an order issued for seizure of his goods. On his resisting 

the sheriff in the execution of his duty, he was, after a severe struggle, 

overpowered, taken captive, and confined in Fort Garry jail. 

On the following day the wife of Dr. Schultz and some fifteen men 

forcibly entered the prison, overpowered the guards, and, breaking open his 

cell, rescued the redoubtable doctor. Hargrave says: ' ' This done, the party 

adjourned along with him to his house, where report says, 'They made a 

night of i t . ' " 

These events represented the decadence of the company's rule; they 

indicated the rise of new forces that were to compel a change; and however 

harmful to those immediately involved, they declared unmistakably that 

the old order changeth, giving place to new. 

Typical of his times, there sat through the court scenes of these 

troublous days the old "clerk of court and council," William Robert 

Smith. With long grey beard he held his post, and was the genius of the 

place. He was the Nestor of Red River. A Bluecoat boy from London, 

he had come from school far back in 1813, to enter on the fur trade in 

Rupert's Land. At Oxford House, He a la Crosse, Little Slave Lake, and 

Norway House, he served eleven faithful years as a clerk, when he retired 

and became a settler of Red River. He was the first to settle near Lower 

Port Garry, and named the spot "Little Britain," from one of his old 

London localities. Farming, teaching, catechising for the church, acting 

precenter, a local encyclopedia, and collector of customs, he passed his 

versatile life, till, the year before the Sayer emeute, he became clerk of court, 

which place, with slight interruption, he held for twenty years. How 

remarkable to think of the man of all work, the company's factotum, 

reaching in his experience from the beginning to well-nigh the ending of 

the Selkirk settlement. One who knew him says: "Prom his long residence 

in the settlement he has seen governors, judges, bishops and clergymen, not 

to mention such birds of passage as the company's local officers, who come 

and go, himself remaining to record their doing to their successors.'' 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

CANADA SEEKS AFTER RUPERT'S LAND. 

From the events just described it is evident that the government of 

the twelve thousand people of Assiniboia was beyond the ability of a com

pany chartered for trade and discovery. The company's officials were 

high-minded, honest and capable, but to combine the task of civil govern

ment with the administration of a monopoly of trade was, under the cir

cumstances, hopeless of success. The people of Red River were not suffer

ing from tyranny. Lack of rule rather than its excess was at the bottom 

of much of the disregard for law and the turbulence and violence of the 

period. And a government imposed by a commercial company, and not 

representative of the people, however gently and plausibly executed, was 

not likely to produce contentment nor allay suspicion among the hardy and 

independent citizens of Red River. 

The troubles at Red River as well as elsewhere in Rupert 's Land 

awoke the attention of both the Canadian and the Imperial governments, 

and in seeking means to relieve the intolerable conditions, a searching 

investigation was made of the relations subsisting between the company 

and the territories over which its operations extended, and also once more 

the legal status of its claims under the charter was reviewed. 

The possession of Rupert's Land was secured to the Hudson's Bay 

Company by charter. But the territory outside Rupert's Land was secured 

to the company by license. This license ended every twenty-one years. 

The license in force at the time of the troubles which have been described 

was to terminate in 1859. Accordingly, three or four years before this 

date, as their Athabasca, New Caledonia and British Columbia possessions 

had become of great value to them, the company with due foresight 

approached the British government with a request for the renewal of their 

tenure. Men of understanding on both sides of the Atlantic saw the pos

sible danger of a refusal to their request, on account of the popular ferment 

which had taken place both in Red River and British Columbia. Others 

thought the time had come for ending the power of the company. 
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Sir Henry Labouchere, secretary of state for the colonies, entered into 

correspondence with Sir Edmund Head, Governor-General of Canada, on 

the subject. Anxious about the state of things in every part of the empire 

as the colonial office always is, the turbulence and defiance of law at Red 

River called for special attention. Accordingly the Governor-General was 

informed that it was the intention of the home government to have not only 

the question of the license discussed, but also the "general position and 

prospects" of the company considered, by a committee of the House of 

Commons. The Canadian government was therefore cordially invited to 

have its views, as well as those of the Canadian community, represented 

before the committee. 

This invitation was the thing for which Canada had been waiting. To 

wish an opportunity to prove a claim to part of Rupert's Land was 

inherited to Canada from the old French regime and as a result of the dis

coveries of Verandrye and his Scottish successors. Accordingly a despatch 

was sent by the Canadian government in less than seven weeks from the 

time when the invitation left Downing street, accepting the proposal of the 

mother country. The Canadian ministry was pleased that British American 

affairs were receiving such prominent notice in England. It suggested the 

importance of determining the limits of Canada on the side towards 

Rupert's Land, and went on to state that the general opinion strongly held 

in the new world was " tha t the western boundary of Canada extends to 

the Pacific Ocean." Reference is made to the danger of complications 

arising with the United States, and the statement advanced that the 

"question of the jurisdiction and title claimed by the Hudson's Bay Com

pany is to Canada of paramount importance.'' 

In 1857 Chief Justice Draper crossed to Great Britain as Canadian 

representative with a very wide commission to advance Canadian interests. 

He was called before the committee appointed by the house of commons < 

and answered nearly two hundred questions relating to Canada and to the 

Hudson's Bay Company interests in Rupert's Land and beyond. The cap

able and active-minded chief justice kept before the committee these points: 

1. What he conceived to be the true western boundary of Canada, and 

in so doing gave his opinion, based on the Quebec Act of 1774, that Canada 
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should be allowed to extend to the Rocky mountains and should have the 

privilege of exploring and building roads in that region. 

2. The earnest desire of the Canadian people that Rupert's Land and 

the Indian territories should be maintained as British territory. 

3. That Canada should be allowed to extend her settlements into these 

territories. 

Chief Justice Draper argued his case with great clearness and cogency, 

and made an excellent impression upon the committee. 

Canada entered with great spirit into the case presented before the 

committee. The question of the license was quite overshadowed by the 

wider discussion covering the validity of the Hudson's Bay Company 

charter, the original boundary line of the province of Canada, and the 

manner in which the company had carried out its responsibilities. An 

industrious minister of the Canadian government, Hon. Joseph Cauchon, 

with true Gallic fire and French Canadian spirit, prepared a memorandum 

of a most elaborate kind on the Hudson's Bay Company's claim and status. 

In this, Mr. Cauchon goes back to the earliest times, shows the limits of 

occupation by the French explorers, follows down the line of connection 

established by the North-West traders, deals with the troubles of Lord 

Selkirk, and concludes that the Red river and the Saskatchewan are not 

within the limits of the company's charter. This vigorous writer then deals 

with the Treaty of Paris, the Quebec Act, and the discoveries of Canadian 

subjects as giving Canada a jurisdiction even to the Rocky Mountains. 

As might have been expected, the committee of 1857 became a famous 

one. The whole economy of the company was discussed. The ground gone 

over by Isbister and others during the preceding debate supplied the mem

bers with material, and the proceedings of the committee became notable 

for their interest. The committee held eighteen meetings, examined twenty-

nine witnesses, and thoroughly sifted the e-vidence. 

The personnel of the committee was brilliant. The secretary of state 

was chairman. Mr. Roebuck and Mr. Gladstone represented the inquiring 

and aggressive element. Lord Stanley and Lord John Russell added their 

experience, Edward Ellice—"the Old Bear"—watched the case for the 

company, and Mr. Lowe and Sir John Pakington took a lively interest in the 
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proceedings and often interposed. Altogether the committee was consti

tuted for active service, and every nook and cranny of Rupert's Land and 

the adjoining territories was thoroughly investigated. 

Among the witnesses was the distinguished Governor Simpson. He 

was at his best. Mr. Roebuck and he had many a skirmish, and although 

Sir George was often driven into a corner, yet with surprising agility he 

recovered himself. Old explorers such as John Ross, Dr. Rae, Col. Lefroy, 

Sir John Richardson, Col. Crofton, Bishop Anderson, Col. Caldwell, and 

Dr. King, gave information as having visited Rupert's Land at different 

periods. Their evidence was fair, with, as could be expected in most cases, 

a "good word" for the company. Rev. Mr. Corbett gave testimony against 

the company. Governor Blanshard (of Vancouver Island) in the same 

strain, A. K. Isbister, considerably moderated in his opposition, gave evi

dence as a native who had traveled in the country, while John IMcLoughlin, 

a rash and heady agitator, told of the excitement in Red River settlement. 

Edward Ellice became a witness as well as a member of the committee, 

and with adroitness covered the retreat of any of his witnesses when neces

sity arose. 

From time to time, from February to the end of July, the committee 

met, and gathered a vast amount of e-vidence, making four hundred pages 

of printed matter. The committee decided to recommend to Parliament that 

it is "important to meet the just and reasonable wishes of Canada to 

assume such territory as may be useful for settlement; that the districts of 

the Red river and the Saskatchewan seem the most available; and that for 

the order and good government of the country," arrangements should be 

made for their cession to Canada. It was also agreed that those regions 

where settlement is impossible be left to the exclusive control of the Hud

son's Bay Company for the fur trade. 

On the death of Sir George Simpson, four years after the sitting of 

this committee, the high office of governor of Rupert's Land fell to A. J. 

Dallas, a Scottish merchant, who had been in business in China, had retired 

and afterwards acted as chief factor of the Hudson's Bay Company at 

Fort Victoria, on Vancouver Island, and had then married the daughter of 

Governor James Douglas. On his appointment to this high position he took 
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up his residence at Fort Garry, and had, in conjunction with the local 

governor, William McTavish, to face the rising tide of dissatisfaction which 

showed itself in the Corbett and Stewart rescues. Writers of the period 

state that Dallas lacked the dignity and tact of old Sir George. In his 

letters, however. Governor Dallas shows that he thoroughly appreciated the 

serious state of matters. He says: " I have had great difficulty in persuad

ing the magistrates to continue to act. Mr. William McTavish, governor of 

Assiniboia, has resigned his post." Governor Dallas says he "finds himself 

with all the responsibility and semblance of authority over a vast territory, 

but unsupported, if not ignored, by the Crown.'' He states that people do 

not object to the personnel of the Hudson's Bay Company government, but 

to the "system of government." He fears the formation of a provisional 

government, and a movement for annexation to the United States, which 

had been threatened. He is of opinion that the "territorial right should 

revert to the Crown.'' These are strong, honest words for the official of the 

company whose rule had prevailed for some two centuries. 

And now Governor Dallas appears co-operating in an ingenious and 

adroit financial scheme with Mr. E. W. Watkin, a member of the British 

House of Commons, by which the Hudson's Bay Company property changed 

hands. Difficulties having arisen in inducing staid old Governor Berens, 

the London head of the company, to accept modern ideas, a plan was 

broached of buying out the whole Hudson's Bay Company possessions and 

rights. Difficulty after difficulty was met and surmounted, and though 

many a time the scheme seemed hopeless, yet in the end it succeeded, 

though not without much friction and heart-burning. The company would 

hear of no dealings, except on the basis of a cash payment. The men of 

capital accordingly succeeded in interesting the "International Financial 

Association," a new corporation looking for some great scheme to lay before 

the public. 

At length the whole shares, property and rights of the Hudson's Bay 

Company were taken over, the final arrangements being made by Mr. 

Richard Potter on June 1, 1863. Thus the company, begun in so small a 

way by Prince Rupert and his associates nearly two centuries before, sold 
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out, and the purchase money of one and a half millions of pounds was paid 

over the counter to the old company by the new association. 

A new company was now to be organized whose stock would be open 

for purchase, and the International Association would, on such organization 

being formed, hand over the company's assets to the new stockholders. In 

a short time the company was reconstituted. Sir Edmund Head being the 

new governor, with, as prominent members of the board of directors, 

Richard Potter, Eden Colville, E. W. Watkin, and an American fur trader 

of experience. Sir Curtis Lampson. 

Secretly as the negotiations for the formation of the new company had 

been conducted, the news of the affair reached Canada and Rupert's Land, 

and led to anxious inquiries being made and to a memorial from the com

pany's officers being presented to the board of directors asking for inform

ation. So thoroughly in secret had the interviews between the London 

parties been carried on that the officials of the London office knew nothing 

of them, and stated in their reply to the memorialists that the rumors were 

incorrect. In July, when the transfer had been consummated and the news 

of it appeared in the public press, it created surprise and indignation 

among the chief factors and traders, who, under the deed poll or company 

arrangement which had been adopted in 1821, though somewhat modified 

thirteen years later, had been regarded as having certain partnership 

rights in the company. According to both deed polls of 1821 and 1834, 

forty per cent, of the net profits of the trade, di-vided into eighty-five shares 

of equal amount, were distributed annually among the wintering partners 

of the company. A chief trader received an eighty-fifth share of the 

profits, and a chief factor two eighty-fifths shares. Both had certain rights 

on retiring. 

The proposed abolition of the deed poll and the substitution therefor 

of certain salaries with the avowed purpose of reducing the expenses, of 

course meant loss to every wintering partner. The interests thus involved 

justified the most strenuous opposition on the part of the partners, and, 

unless the proposal were modified, would almost certainly have led to a 

disruption of the company. 

10 
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In harmony with Governor Head's circular letter to the company 

officers, however, no action in the direction contemplated was taken until 

1871, when, on the receipt of the three hundred thousand pounds voted by 

Canada to the company, the sum of one hundred and seven thousand and 

fifty-five pounds was applied to buying out the vested rights of the winter

ing partners, and the agitation was quieted. 

During the progress of these internal dissensions of the Hudson's Bay 

Company, public opinion had been gradually maturing in Canada in 

favor of acquiring at least a portion of Rupert's Land. At the time of the 

special committee in 1857, the Hind-Gladman expedition had gone to spy 

out the land. A company, called the North-West Transportation Company, 

was about the same time organized in Toronto to carry goods and open 

communication from Fort William by way of the old fur traders' route to 

Fort Garry. The merits and demerits of the northwestern prairies were 

discussed in the public press of Canada, and for practically the first time 

since the days of Lord Selkirk attention was focused upon them as an 

eligible region for the permanent settler. 

Ten years had passed after the sitting of the great committee of 1857, 

and nothing practical as to the transfer of the country to Canada had been 

accomplished. The confederation movement had now widened the horizon 

of Canadian public men. In the very year of the confederation of the Cana

dian provinces (1867), Hon. William McDougall, who had been a persistent 

advocate of the Canadian claim to the North-West, moved in the Dominion 

Parliament certain resolutions, which were carried. These resolutions 

showed the advantage, both to Canada and the Empire, of the Dominion 

being extended to the Pacific Ocean; that settlement, commerce and 

development of the resources of the country are dependent on a stable 

government being established; that the welfare of the Red River settlers 

would be enhanced by this means; that provision was contained in the 

British North America Act for the admission of Rupert's Land and the 

North-West Territory to the Dominion; that this wide country should be 

united to Canada; that in case of union the legal rights of any corporation, 

as the Hudson's Bay Company, any association, or individual should be 

respected; that this should be settled judicially or by agreement; that the 
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Indian title should be legally extinguished; and that an address be made to 

Her Majesty to this effect. The resolutions were carried by a large 

majority of the house. This was a bold and well-conceived step, and the 

era of discussion and hesitancy seemed to have passed away in favor of a 

policy of action. 

The Hudson's Bay Company, however, insisted on an understanding 

being come to as to terms before giving consent as to the proposed action, 

and a despatch to the Dominion government from Her Majesty's govern

ment called attention to this fact. As soon as convenient, a delegation, con

sisting of Hon. George E. Cartier and Hon. William McDougall, pro

ceeded to England to negotiate with the company as to terms. The path 

of the delegates on reaching England was a thorny one. The attitude of 

the Imperial government was plainly in favor of recognizing some legal 

value in the chartered rights of the company, a thing denied by some, 

especially Mr. McDougall. No progress was being made. At this juncture 

D'Israeli's government was defeated, and a delay resulted in waiting for 

a new government. Earl Granville was the new secretary of state for the 

colonies. While negotiations were going on, the Hudson's Bay Company 

sent in to the secretary of state a rather hot complaint that Canadian sur

veyors and road builders had entered upon their territory to the west of the 

Lake of the Woods. This was quite true, but the action had been taken 

by the Canadian government under the impression that all parties would 

willingly agree to it. Not being at this juncture able to settle anything, 

the commissioners returned to Canada. 

The Imperial government was, however, in earnest in the matter, and 

pressed the Hudson's Bay Company to consent to reasonable terms, the 

more that the government by the company in Red River was not satisfactory 

—an indisputable fact. At length the company felt bound to accept the 

proposed terms. The main provisions of the bargain were that the company 

should surrender all rights in Rupert's Land; that Canada pay the company 

the sum of three hundred thousand pounds; that the company be allowed 

certain blocks of land around their posts; that they be given one-twentieth 

of the arable land of the country; and that the company should be allowed 

every privilege in carrying on trade as a regular trading company. Thus 
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was the concession of generous Charles the Second surrendered after two 

centuries of honorable occupation. 

The company having accepted this bargain, an Imperial act was now 

passed authorizing the transfer of the vast territory east of the Rocky 

Mountains to Canada. Canada, with the strengthening national spirit 

rising from the new confederation, with pleasure saw the Dominion 

government place in the estimates the three hundred thousand pounds for 

the payment of the Hudson's Bay Company, and an act was passed by the 

Dominion Parliament providing for a government of the North-West Terri

tories, which would secure the administration of justice, and the peace, 

order and good government of Her Majesty's subjects and others. It was 

enacted, however, that all laws of the territory at the time of the passing 

of the Act should remain in force until amended or repealed, and all 

officers except the chief to continue in office until others were appointed. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

THE RIEL REBELLION (1869-1870). 

From the negotiations in Fenchurch street and the Acts of Imperial 

and Canadian parliaments, we return to the settlement of Red River, which, 

thenceforth dissociated from the powerful guardianship of the Hudson's 

Bay Company, expands rapidly into pro-vincial proportions and takes its 

place as the most western member of the Confederation. 

But that happy consummation came only after a travail of turbulence 

and rebellion. The laxness and ineptitude of the company government had 

to bear its fruit of violence before representative rule was established. I t 

seems that aU the elements of weakness and discontent that we have 

described in the preceding chapters came to a head in the Riel RebeUion. 

To understand its causes and significance, therefore, it is necessary to re-view 

the status of affairs at Red River as found at the close of the decade of 

the '60s. 

The bargain of transfer of Rupert's Land to Canada had been 

approved by the high contracting parties and a scheme of government had 

been enacted by the Canadian Parliament. But before the transfer could 

actually be made and the new machinery of administration set in operation, 

the uncertainty of feeling among the people and the decrepitude and vacil

lation among the officials at Red River produced a very serious situation. 

While awaiting the arrival of the new government from Canada, the 

Hudson's Bay Company officials at Red River were still the government. 

As we know, however, this government was hopelessly weak and inefficient. 

Were there any doubt in regard to this statement, it was shown by the 

utter defiance of the law in the breaking of jail in the three cases of Cor

bett, Stewart and Schultz. No government could retain respect when the 

solemn behests of its courts were laughed at and despised. This is the real 

reason lying at the root of the apathy of the English-speaking people of 

Red River in dealing with the rebellion. They were not cowards; they 

sprang from ancestors who had fought Britain's battles; they were intelli

gent and moral; they loved their homes and were prepared to defend them; 

but they had no guarantee of leadership; they had no assurance that their 
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efforts would be given even the color of legality; the broken-down jail out

side Port Garry, its uprooted stockades and helpless old jailer were the 

symbol of governmental decrepitude and were the sport of any determined 

law-breaker. 

The chronic condition of helplessness and governmental decay was 

emphasized and increased by a sad circumstance. Governor William Mc

Tavish, an honorable and well-meaning man, was sick. In the midst of the 

troubles of 1863 he would willingly have resigned, as Governor Dallas 

assures us; now he was physically incapable of the energy and decision 

requisite under the circumstances. His subordinates would not act without 

him, he could not act without them, and thus an absolute deadlock ensued. 

Moreover, the council of Assiniboia, an appointed body, had felt itself for 

years out of touch with the sentiment of the colony, and its efforts at legis

lation resulted in no improvement of the condition of things. 

Added to misgovernment and lack of representative government, there 

were other elements to complicate the situation. It must be borne in mind 

that the Red River people were not a unit in desiring the transfer to Can

ada. The ' ' Canadian party, ' ' as those favorable to the cession were known, 

were not only a minority of the entire population, but various acts com

mitted or alleged to have been committed under their auspices aroused 

bitter enmity among other factions of the people. It is evident that a num

ber of Canadians who had come into the country during the decade preced

ing the rebellion had made themselves very obnoxious to the ruling powers. 

Reference has already been made to the annoyance expressed by the Hud

son's Bay Company at the action of the Canadian government in sending 

a party of surveyors into their territory before the transfer was actually 

consummated. The method of conducting this expedition was still more 

offensive to the people. Surveyor Snow was sent out by the Dominion 

government, professedly, to give work in time of famine to the needy 

natives. Snow paid the half-breeds what they considered low wages. They 

were paid in goods, not money. These goods were to be obtained in a shop 

which they were unwilling to frequent. Furthermore, the surveyors, by 

their talk and actions led the French half-breeds to believe that they would 

be dispossessed of the land on which they dwelt. The free use of liquor by 
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the surveyor in obtaining his ends with the Indians also was viewed with 

suspicion by the half-breeds. The evidently selfish and grasping spirit 

shown in this expedition sent to survey and build the Dawson Road, yet 

turning aside to claim unoccupied lands and by their aggressive and intru

sive actions arousing in the natives a fear that their domestic welfare was 

endangered, contained in itself all the possibilities of insurrection. 

Thus are stated the principal factors that combined to produce rebellion 

•—a helpless, moribund government on the one hand, and on the other an 

irritating, selfish, and aggressive expedition, taking possession of the land 

before it was transferred to Canada and assuming the airs of conquerors. 

Look now at the combustible elements awaiting this combination. The 

French half-breeds, descendants of the turbulent Bois Brules of Lord 

Selkirk's times; the old men, companions of Sayer and the elder Riel, who 

defied the authority of the court and left it shouting "Vive la liberte!" 

now irritated by the Dawson Road being built in the way just described; the 

road running through the seigniory given by Lord Selkirk to the Roman 

Catholic bishop, the road in rear of their largest settlements, and passing 

through another French settlement at Pointe des Chenes! Further, the 

lands adjacent to these settlements, and naturally connected with them, 

being seized by the intruders! Furthermore, the natives antagonized by 

the action of certain Canadians who had for years maintained the country 

in a state of turmoil! 

Two other important forces in this complicated state of things cannot 

be left out. The first of these is the attitude of certain persons in the 

United States. Por twenty years or more the trade of the Red River settle

ment had been largely carried on by way of St. Paul in the State of Min

nesota. The Hudson Bay route and York boat brigade were unable to com

pete with the facilities offered by the approach of the railway to the Mis

sissippi river. Accordingly long lines of Red River carts took loads of furs 

to St. Paul and brought back freight for the company. The Red River 

trade was a recognized source of profit in St. Paul. Familiarity in trade 

led to an interest on the part of the Americans in the public affairs of Red 

River. Hot-headed and sordid people in Red River settlement had actually 

spoken of the settlement being connected with the United States. 



152 HISTORY OF MANITOBA. 

Now that irritation was manifested at Red River, steps were taken by 

private parties from the United States to fan the flame. At Pembina, on 

the border between Rupert's Land and the United States, lived a nest of 

desperadoes willing to take any steps to accomplish their purposes. They 

had access to all the mails that came from England to Canada marked "Via 

Pembina." Pembina was an outpost refuge for lawbreakers and outcasts 

from the United States. Its people used all their powers to disturb the peace 

of Red River settlement. In addition, a considerable number of Americans 

had come to the little village of Winnipeg, now being begun near the walls 

of Port Garry. These men held their private meetings, all looking to the 

creation of trouble and the provocation of feeling that might lead to change 

of allegiance. On the authority of a well-known Canadian, it is stated that 

a million dollars was lying in St. Paul available for the encouragement of the 

rebellion. The New Nation, a newspaper conducted by an American citi

zen in Winnipeg, sympathized with and argued openly for annexation with 

the United States. 

A still more insidious and threatening influence was at work. A dan

gerous religious element in the country—certain ecclesiastics—were in 

close association with the half-breeds, dictated their policy, and freely 

mingled with the rebels. One of them was an intimate friend of the leader 

of the rebellion, consulted with him in his plans, and exercised a marked 

influence on his movements. This same priest gave close attendance on the 

sick governor, and through his family exercised a constant and detrimental 

power upon the only source of authority then in the land. Furthermore, 

an Irish student and teacher, with a Fenian hatred of all things British, 

was a "familiar" of the leader of the rebellion, and with true Milesian zeal 

advanced the cause of the revolt. 

The drama opens with the appointment, in September, 1869, by the 

Dominion government, of the Hon. William McDougall as Lieutenant-

Governor of the North-West Territories, his departure from Toronto, and 

his arrival at Pembina, in the Dakota territory, in the end of October. He 

was accompanied by his family, a small staff, and three hundred stands of 

arms with ammunition. He had been preceded by the Hon. Joseph Howe, 

of the Dominion government, who visited the Red River settlement osten-
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sibly to feel the pulse of public opinion, but as commissioner gaining little 

information. Mr. McDougall's commission as governor was to take effect 

after the formal transfer of the territory to Canada. He reached Pembina, 

where he was served with a notice not to enter the territory, yet he crossed 

the boundary line at Pembina and took possession of the Hudson's Bay 

Company fort of West Lynn, two miles north of the boundary. 

Meanwhile a storm was brewing along Red river. A young French 

half-breed, Louis Riel, son of the excitable ' ' miller of the Seine''—a young 

man, educated by the Roman Catholic Bishop Tache of St. Boniface, for 

a time and afterward in Montreal, was regarded as the hope of the Metis. 

He was a young man of fair ability, but proud, vain and assertive, and had 

the ambition to be a Cassar or Napoleon. But he had the power that con

fidence, enthusiasm, elan always inspire. His desire for power, for office, 

for titles and for show became a monomania. The saddest part of his 

history was that he found the Metis of Red River so plastic, and that by 

popular agitations at meetings held among these passionate and lawless 

people, he was able to make the rebellion a certainty. He with his followers 

had stopped the surveyors in their work, and threatened to throw off the 

approaching tyranny. Professing to be loyal to Britain but hostile to 

Canada, he succeeded, in October, in getting a small body of French half-

breeds to seize the main highway at St. Norbert, some nine miles south of 

Fort Garry. 

The message to Mr. McDougall not to enter the territory was forwarded 

by this body, that already considered itself the de facto government. A 

Canadian settler at once swore an affidavit before the officer in charge of 

Fort Garry that an armed party of French half-breeds had assembled to 

oppose the entrance of the governor. 

Notwithstanding repeated proofs that an outbreak had taken place 

and that determined revolt was in progress. Governor McTa-vish, sick in 

body and unable to summon resolution to meet the crisis firmly, took no 

action, nor did he compel his council to take action by summoning the law-

abiding people to surround him and repress the revolt. But the govern

ment that would allow the defiance of the law by permitting men to live at 

liberty who had broken jail could not be expected to take action. 



154 HISTORY OP MANITOBA. 

The rebellion went on apace. Two of the so-called governor's staff 

pushed on to the barricade erected at St. Norbert. Captain Cameron, one 

of them, with eye-glass in poise, and with affected authority, gave com

mand, "Remove that blawsted fence," but the half-breeds were unyielding. 

The two messengers returned to Pembina, where they found Mr. McDougall 

likewise driven back and across the boundary. 

Riel's little band of forty or fifty badly armed Metis began to grow. 

The mails were seized, freight coming into the country became booty, and 

the experiment of a rising was successful. In the meantime the authorities 

of Port Garry were inactive. The rumor came that Riel thought of seizing 

the fort. An affidavit of the chief of police under the government shows 

that he urged the master of Fort Garry to meet the danger, and asked 

authority to call upon a portion of the special police force sworn in, shortly 

before, to preserve the peace. No governor spoke; no one even closed the 

fort as a precaution; its gates stood wide open to friend or foe. 

This exhibition of helplessness encouraged the conspirators, and Riel 

and one hundred of his followers (November 2) unopposed took possession 

of the fort and quartered themselves upon the company. In the front part 

of the fort lived the governor; he was now flanked by a body guard of 

rebels; the master of the fort, a burly son of Britain, though very gruff 

and out of sorts, could do nothing, and the young Napoleon of the Metis 

fattened on the best of the land. 

Riel now issued a proclamation, calling on the English-speaking 

parishes of the settlement to elect twelve representatives to meet the presi

dent and representatives of the French-speaking population, appointing a 

meeting for twelve days afterwards. 

IMr. McDougall, on hearing of the seizure of the fort, wrote to Governor 

McTavish stating that as the Hudson's Bay Company was still the govern

ment, action should be taken to disperse the rebels. A number of loyal 

inhabitants also petitioned Governor McTavish to issue his proclamation 

calling on the rebels to disperse. The sick and helpless governor, fourteen 

days after the seizure of the fort and twenty-three days after the affidavit 

of the rising, issued a tardy proclamation condemning the rebels and calling 

upon them to disperse. The convention met November 16th, the English-
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speaking parishes having been cajoled into electing delegates, thinking thus 

to soothe the troubled land. After meeting and discussing in hot and use

less words the state of affairs, the convention adjourned until December 1, 

it being evident, however, that Riel desired to form a provisional govern

ment of which he should be the joy and pride. 

The day for the reassembling of the convention arrived. Riel and his 

party insisted on ruling the meeting, and passed a "Bill of Rights" con

sisting of fifteen provisions. The English people refused to accept these 

propositions, and, after vainly endeavoring to take steps to meet Mr. Mc

Dougall, withdrew to their homes, ashamed and confounded. 

Meanwhile Mr. McDougall was chafing at the strange and humiliating 

situation in which he found himself. With his family and staff poorly 

housed at Pembina and the severe winter coming on, he could scarcely be 

blamed for irritation and discontent. December 1st was the day on which 

he expected his commission as governor to come into effect. On this sup

position he issued a proclamation announcing his appointment as governor. 

As a matter of fact, far away from communication with Ottawa, he was mis

taken as to the transfer. On account of the rise of the rebellion this had 

not been made, and Mr. McDougall, in issuing a spurious proclamation, 

became an object of contempt to the insurgents, an object of pity to the 

loyalists, and the laughing stock of the whole world. His proclamation at 

the same time authorizing Colonel Dennis, the Canadian surveyor in Red 

River settlement, to raise a force to put down the rebellion, could have no 

more force of authority than the governor's commission. Colonel Dennis 

succeeded in raising a force of some four hundred men, and would not 

probably have failed had it not transpired that the two proclamations 

were illegal and that the le-vies were consequently unauthorized. 

The Canadian people were now in a state of the greatest excitement, 

and the Canadian government, aware of its blundering and stupidity, 

hastened to rectify its mistakes. Commissioners were sent to negotiate with 

the various parties in Red River settlement. As the matter was largely 

among the French people, it was proper that two high-minded and loyal 

French Canadian should be chosen for the mission. Vicar-General 

Thibault, who had spent long years in the Roman Catholic missions of the 
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North-West, and Colonel de Salaberry, a trained soldier, were despatched 

as soon as possible. The Vicar-General arrived on the 26th of December, 

and was allowed to enter the country and take up his abode at the bishop's 

palace in St. Boniface. His companion was, after some hesitation, per

mitted to join him at St. Boniface some eleven days afterwards. The 

admission of these delegates was on the understanding that meanwhile 

they should not visit among the people. They were virtually prisoners and 

took little part in influencing the rebellion. The commissioner on whom 

devolved the weight of responsibility and who contributed most to the 

solution of the problem was Donald Alexander Smith, now Lord Strath-

cona. He was a successful Hudson's Bay Company chief factor, who had 

spent more than thirty years on the shores of Hudson Bay and Labrador. 

As special commissioner he was clothed with very wide powers, and was 

sent out with the hope that his Hudson's Bay Company connection would 

give him influence among the disaffected elements, and also to assist or take 

the place of Governor McTavish should the state of health of the latter 

demand it. 

Before the arrival of the commissioners there were more developments 

in the rebellion. A number of Canadians—nearly fifty—had been 

assembled in the store of Dr. Schultz, at the -village of Winnipeg, and, on 

the failure of Mr. McDougall's proclamation, were left in a very awkward 

condition. With arms in their hands, they were looked upon by Riel as 

dangerous, and with promises of freedom and of the intention of Riel to 

meet McDougall and settle the whole matter, they (December 7) surren

dered. Safely in the fort and in the prison outside the wall, the prisoners 

were kept by the truce-breaker, and the Metis contingent celebrated the 

-victory by numerous potations of rum taken from the Hudson's Bay Com

pany stores. 

The prisoners were treated with heartless severity and contempt. Their 

quarters were miserable and unfit for the bitter weather of December. The 

unfortunate men were so crowded together that to prevent suffocation they 

were compelled to break a pane of glass in each room, and the cold became 

so great that they were in danger of freezing. Their sleeping accommoda

tion was intolerable. The food supplied consisted of hard and thick lumps 
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of pemmican of the poorest variety and tea. Friends of the men were per

mitted afterwards to send in supplies, which in some cases were seized and 

eaten by the greedy guards. On account of the quarters being overcrowded, 

a number of the prisoners were removed into the jail at the court house, but 

this place was unfit for habitation, being "very filthy and crawling with 

vermin." The feeling of discomfort and of antipathy of the English 

people against the provisional government was continually strengthening, 

and especially so when they learned that half a hundred true British sub

jects, who had done no wrong, and who had not been tried on any charge, 

were suffering a loathsome imprisonment. 

Riel now took a step forward in issuing a proclamation, which has 

generally been attributed to the crippled postmaster at Pembina, one of the 

dangerous foreign clique longing to seize the settlement. He also hoisted 

a new flag, with the fluer de lis worked upon it, thus gi-ving evidence of his 

disloyalty and impudence. Other acts of injustice, such as seizing company 

funds and interfering with personal liberty, were committed by him. 

On December 27th—a memorable day—Mr. Donald A. Smith arrived. 

His presence produced much commotion among the rebels. Riel met him 

at the gate of the fortress and demanded his papers. The shrewd Scottish 

ambassador had left his important papers at Pembina in safe keeping, and 

had nothing with him to justify the rebel chief in refusing to admit him. 

In the interview that followed, Riel vainly sought to induce the commis

sioner to recognize his government, and yet was afraid to show disrespect 

to so high and honored an officer. For about two months Commissioner 

Smith lived at Port Garry, in a part of the same building as Governor 

McTa-vish. 

Mr. Smith says of this period: ' ' The state of matters at this time was 

most unsatisfactory and truly humiliating. Upwards of fifty British sub

jects were held in close confinement as political prisoners; security for 

persons or property there was none. . . The leaders of the French half-

breeds had declared their determination to use every effort for the purpose 

of annexing the territory to the United States." 

Mr. Smith acted with great wisdom and decision. His plan evidently 

was to have no formal breach with Riel, but gradually to undermine him. 
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and secure a combination by which he could be overthrown. Many of the 

influential men of the settlement called upon Mr. Smith, and the affairs 

of the country were discussed. Riel was restless and at times impertinent, 

but the commissioner exercised his Scottish caution, and bided his time. 

Riel had great curiosity to know what the Canadian government 

intended to do, and finally approached the commissioner with the inquiry 

whether the latter had power to settle the troubles. Por this Mr. Smith 

had waited. He spoke of his commission being at Pembina, and offered to 

send for it if afterward he were allowed to meet the people. Riel consented 

to this. The commission was sent for and Riel tried to intercept the mes

senger, but failed to do so. 

Mr. Smith then insisted on a meeting of all the people of Red River 

settlement, thus ignoring the provisional government. The meeting took 

place on January 19th. One thousand people assembled, and as there was 

no building capable of holding the people the meeting took place in the 

open air, the temperature being twenty below zero. 

The outcome of this meeting was the election and subsequent assembling 

of forty representatives—one-half French, the other half English—to con

sider the matter of Commissioner Smith's message. Six days after the open 

air meeting the convention met. After a tangled discussion and repeated 

acts of intractability on the part of Riel, a second bill of rights was adopted 

and it was agreed to send delegates to Ottawa to meet the Dominion 

government. With the knowledge that all done thus far was illegal and 

tyrannical, Riel insisted on forming a real provisional government. The 

English were, however, unwilling to follow Riel. After discussion they 

decided to consult Governor McTavish. The sick man, already brow-beaten 

and insulted beyond endurance by Riel and worn out by the long-continued 

turmoil, impulsively replied: "Form a government, for God's sake, and 

restore peace and order to the settlement." 

The French thus completely out-manceuvered the English contingent 

and the pro-visional government was formed. Riel gained the height of his 

ambition in being made president, and the other leading offices were filled by: 

James Ross, chief justice; H. McKenney, sheriff; Dr. Bird, coroner; A. G. B. 

Bannatyne, postmaster; John Sutherland and Roger Goulet, collectors of 
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customs; T. Bunn and L. Schmidt, secretaries; and W. B. Donohue, trea

surer. It was also agreed that a council of the people should be elected. 

The retention of the prisoners in captivity during all this time aroused 

a deep feeling in the country, and a movement originated in Portage la 

Prairie to rescue the unfortunates. This force was joined by recruits at 

Kildonan, making up six hundred in all. Awed by this gathering, Riel 

released the prisoners, though he was guilty of an act of the deepest 

treachery in arresting nearly fifty of the Assiniboine levy as they were 

returning to their homes. Among them was Major Boulton. He was tried 

by court martial for treason to the provisional government and was sen

tenced to be shot. This sentence was used as a club over the English to 

force their recognition of the Riel government. Major Boulton was only 

saved by the strenuous interposition of Commissioner Smith, who, to effect 

this purpose, was compelled to promise his endeavors in inducing the 

English to elect their share of delegates to the convention. 

Riel's ambition was meanwhile hurrying him headlong to more 

unbridled outrages on the peace and order of the settlement. The late 

Archbishop Tache in a later rebellion, characterized Riel as a remarkable 

example of inflated ambition, and called his state of mind that of "mega

lomania." Riel now became more irritable and domineering. The e-vident 

contempt for him of the English people and their resentment at his high

handed and compulsory methods of gaining his ends stirred him up 

exceedingly. He declared that the English-speaking people must be com

pelled to respect his government. He and his officers freely discussed their 

intention of making an example of one or two of the Canadian prisoners. 

Now came the climax of the rebellion. An Ontario Canadian, Thomas 

Scott, of decided character and forward disposition, had been taken prisoner 

at the beginning of the trouble, had escaped from the rickety prison at the 

court house, and then became one of the leading spirits of the Portage la 

Prairie contingent which was so disgracefully captured as they were return

ing home. 

Charged with breaking his parole, besides'minor offences, Scott was 

put in irons on the first of March. A court martial was called, and con

ducted in his presence in French, not a word of which he understood. 
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Ambrose Lepine was the presiding officer; Riel was advocate and judge, as 

well as the sole witness. The proceedings were taken largely before the 

prisoner was brought in, and no opportunity of defence was given him. 

The prisoner was condemned by the majority of the court to be shot at ten 

o'clock on the following morning. Despite the appeals of Commissioner 

Smith and a number of influential inhabitants to dissuade Riel, the sentence 

was carried out on March 4, 1870. Kneeling in the snow, at a spot some 

twenty yards beyond the southeast bastion of Fort Garry, he was shot to 

death by Riel's drunken executioners. 

"Whom the gods destroy, they first make mad." The execution of 

Scott was the death knell of Riel's hopes. The effect of the murder on the 

English-speaking, and on many of the French-speaking, people of Red River 

settlement was to arouse hatred and disgust in their minds against the per

petrator. All Canada was aroused, and to avenge what all believed to be 

the crime of an infatuated tyrant thousands were willing to take arms and 

march into the wilderness. Determined to have no further communication 

with Riel, Commissioner Smith as soon as possible left Fort Garry and 

returned to Canada. 

Four days after the murder of Scott, the real spiritual ruler of the 

Metis, Bishop Tache, arrived at St. Boniface, where he was urgently needed 

to counteract the baleful influence exerted in the course of the rebellion 

by Fathers Richot, Lestanc and Mr. O'Donohue. He had returned from 

Rome at the urgent request of the Dominion government, who thoroughly 

understood his power over the half-breeds. He had spent nearly a quarter 

of a century in the North-West, and knowing, from every point of -view, 

the state of affairs at Red River, he had, before departing for Rome, used 

all the powers of persuasion and description to direct the attention of the 

Ottawa authorities to the settlement. 

The influence of the Bishop was seen in the meeting of the council of 

the provisional government held on the 13th of March. Two motions were 

passed. The first was a protest against the people of Red River settlement 

being ignored by Great Britain and Canada. The second resolution pro

tested their loyalty to the crown of England, and made a demand that 

their rights and privileges should be secured. The Bishop, on being intro-
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duced to the council, although disclaiming to come in any official capacity, 

counselled that the delegates appointed at the mass meeting—that called by 

Commissioner Smith, January 19—should now go to Canada and deal with 

all needed matters. He further declared that the Canadians were pre

pared to grant in the main the demands known as the Bill of Rights. 

Towards the last of March these delegates—Judge Black, Father 

Richot and A. H. Scott—set out for Ottawa. Richot and Scott had been 

implicated in the rebellion and represented the illegal provisional govern

ment of Riel, so that they were in no sense recognized as ambassadors by 

the Dominion government. But the Ottawa authorities listened to their 

views and took their information and claims as a basis for parliamentary 

action. 

The Riel rebellion was now waning. At the meeting of the council 

above referred to. Bishop Tache had used his influence over Riel and his 

associates in obtaining the release of the prisoners. Two days after the 

meeting one-half of the prisoners were released from Port Garry, and on 

the third day the remainder. The American annexationist party suddenly 

ceased its activity, and the utterances of the disloyal sheet, the New Nation, 

were stopped by Riel probably at the behest of the bishop. The release of 

the prisoners removed the active opposition of many of the English-speaking 

people. But the peace-loving bishop is said to have had no light task in 

subjugating the unruly Riel. 

While the bishop continued his efforts as peace-maker and the terrors 

of rebellion subsided, the Canadian government prepared not only to 

establish peace in this region but to extend, after months of delay, its 

authority and control over its new territory. An expedition was organized 

in Canada consisting of British regulars and Canadian volunteers, under 

Colonel Wolseley, coming from Canada up the fur traders' route, through 

Lake of the Woods, down Winnipeg river, and up the Red river, the expedi

tion arrived, to the great joy of the suffering people of the settlement, on 

August 24, 1870. After eleven months of the most torturing anxiety had 

been endured, the sight of the rescuing soldiery sent the blood pulsing again 

through their veins. As the troops approached Fort Garry, three slinking 

figures were seen to leave the fort and escape across the Assiniboine. These 

11 
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were "President Riel," "Adjutant-General" Lepine, and the scoundrel 

Donohue. Colonel Wolseley says: ' ' The troops then formed line outside the 

fort, the Union Jack was hoisted and three cheers were given for the 

Queen, which were caught up and heartily re-echoed by many of the civilians 

and settlers who had followed the troops from the village.' '* 

The Red River rebellion was ended. After the many years of uncer

tainty and discontent, and through stress and storm, a new member of the 

sisterhood of provinces was to appear, to bear the prettiest of western 

names—destined to become one of the best known names in the beginning of 

the twentieth century—destined to be also the first of a great family of 

provinces now forming north and west of Lake Superior. 

*Concerning Riel and his companions the following paragraph, by a military 
writer of the time, tells their experiences immediately following the arrival of the 
Canadian forces:— 

"The three ringleaders made their escape across the pontoon bridge over the river 
Assiniboine, and then crossing to the right bank of the Red river, galloped up the 
bank for some distance, when finding, doubtless to their surprise, tha t they were not 
pursued, they halted to rest. Next morning they could not flnd their horses, which 
had either been stolen or had strayed over the prairie during the night, so they pur
sued their journey on foot. After a while they wanted to cross to the left bank of the 
river to take the regular road to Pembina, but were unable to find a boat. Collecting 
some logs of wood and rails from the fences, they extemporized a raft, which they 
lashed together, in default of a rope, by portions of their attire, and a t last succeeded 
in getting across. Riel, however, lost one of his shoes on the passage, and had to con
tinue his journey barefooted. In this sorry plight, footsore, hungry and wet, the ex-
president and his two confederates reached the United States territory, a melancholy 
example of the mutability of human aifairs and the ups and downs of fortune. Reil 
seemed to feel acutely the change in his position, and said to a man whom he met travel
ling to the settlement, 'Tell them that he who ruled in Fort Garry a few days ago is 
now a houseless wanderer.' In Pembina but little notice was taken of the 'fallen 
potentates' by their former friends, and they subsequently separated, Lepine and 
Donohue remaining on the American side of the line, \yhilst Riel went to live 
in the little village of St. Joseph's, which is a small hamlet about thir ty miles west of 
Pembina, and chiefly inhabited by half-breeds." 
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CHAPTER XX. 

MANITOBA CREATED IN 1870. 

The arrival of the troops at Port Garry, in August, 1870, marked a 

new era. The regiments at Upper and Lower Fort Garry symbolized Can

adian power. Henceforward all other authority—legal, pro-visional, or 

illegal—is superseded by the mandate of Parliament Hill, Ottawa. This 

is now Canada. 

It is also Manitoba. Already several months before the arrival of 

Colonel Wolseley and his cohorts, this name had become definitive of the 

territory embraced in this historical survey, and which it has been neces

sary vaguely to refer to as Rupert's Land, Red River settlement, Assini

boia. The various names in this vast territory, acquired by Canada had 

all served their day. Rupert's Land spoke of events two centuries old, and 

the name henceforth will only be found in ecclesiastical cloisters. Assini

boia—a melodious name—was very persistent; it died hard. It was 

associated with a regime now passing away, and its day went by, to be 

revived in a western territory which, however, rather oddly, scarcely 

touches the Assiniboine river. Even in 1906 it has been superseded in the 

Territories by the new provincial name Saskatchewan. Red River settle

ment had become a misnomer, as the wider province was made to include 

the Assiniboine river and the well watered regions of Lakes Winnipeg and 

Manitoba. 

In this connection reference should be made to the ephemeral' ' Republic 

of Manitoba." The district about Portage la Prairie was its territorial 

basis. The people living outside the Red River settlement naturally sought 

some municipal organization. In the year before Riel's rebellion, "Tom 

Spence," as he was familiarly known, a man of some education, induced 

the people of this district to form a provisional government. He then 

wrote home to the secretary of state for foreign affairs in London, inform

ing him that "Ear ly in January last (1868), at a public meeting of settlers 

who number over four hundred, it was unanimously decided at once to pro-

•ceed to the election and construction of a government." It was further 

stated that there had been " a revenue imposed, public buildings com-
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menced, provision made for Indian treaties, with the construction of roads 

and other publie works." 

To this the British official replied, paraphrasing the provisions for 

delegated local government contained in the Canadian constitution: "The 

people of Manitoba are probably not aware that the creation of a separate 

government in the manner set forth in these papers has no force in law, 

and that they have no authority to create or organize a government, or even 

to set up municipal institutions (properly so-called) for themselves with

out reference to the Hudson's Bay Company or the Crown.'' This decreed 

the end of the "Republic of Manitoba," as well as laid down a principal 

destructive of the later claim of legality made for Riel's provisional 

government. 

The delegates sent down from Red River with the biU of rights had 

made clear to the Dominion authorities the conditions productive of such 

lamentable results, and the cabinet set itself to the consideration of the 

proper remedies. The bill agreed on by the Dominion cabinet was intro

duced in Parliament by Sir John A. Macdonald on May 2, 1870. As finally 

agreed upon and passed the ' ' Manitoba Act ' ' constituted the new province 

with the following boundaries: eastern, 96 degrees West long.; western, 99 

degrees W. long; the south line the international boundary, and it extended 

north a degree and a half. This was about three-fifths the size of the pre

sent Province of Manitoba. The original intention was to make it even 

smaller, virtually consisting of the old Red River settlement, but before 

adoption Portage la Prairie was included. 

By way of the chutes and portages of Wolseley's route. Governor 

Archibald, first governor of the Province of Manitoba, arrived at Fort 

Garry on the 2nd of September, 1870. He had lost his way for a day on 

the Lake of the Woods. No one from Red River settlement met him, 

though he had at least the consolation that his reception was much less warm 

than that of "Governor" McDougall had been. Adams G. Archibald was 

every inch a governor. He was a man of dignified—even noble—bearing. 

An experienced politician, a leading lawyer, and a leader in social life, he 

was most admirable in every respect. But his high character and good 

qualities did not protect him from bitter persecution. 
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Along with the governor or shortly after him came a considerable 

number of politicians. These were chosen by Sir George Cartier, and 

were chiefly from Montreal. This introduction of eastern influence into the 

high circles of administration was viewed with alarm and dissatisfaction 

by the "Canadian pa r ty" not less than by other factions. The recent 

rebellion had been largely in the nature of a protest against a non-repre

sentative government imposed from without, and many feared that the new 

Manitoban administration would be hampered and restricted by the politi

cal leaders at Ottawa. 

The new governor had many sources of irritation to stop. Not only 

were the loyalists enraged, declaring that nothing would satisfy them 

except the trial and punishment of the leading rebels, but the French were 

still more hostile. They maintained that an amnesty had been promised 

all of them through Bishop Tache. The presence of the Ontario battalion 

in Port Garry and the meeting of drunken partisans in the too-numerous 

saloons of the village of Winnipeg led to constant friction. The irksome-

ness of the situation was increased to the French by their having been so 

lately in possession of power, and by the threatening suggestions con

stantly made that they would be subjected to even greater indignities than 

those which they had inflicted on the prisoners. The state of feeling and 

the difficulties in the way of effective government are illustrated in the 

following occurrence. One of Riel's former prisoners recognized in a low grog 

shop in Winnipeg one Elzear Goulet, who had not only been one of the dicta

tor's council, but had been a member of the famous court martial which con

demned Scott. Goulet was threatened and fled. In the pursuit several 

soldiers of the Ontario battalion took part. Goulet sought the Red river as 

a means of escape and was drowned in the attempt to cross it. There was 

an investigation of the affair by the commissioners appointed by Governor 

Archibald. They found the prisoners guilty, but on account of the strong 

state of public feeling prevailing the authorities found it impossible to mete 

out the deserved punishment. 

In the matter of provincial organization Governor Archibald succeeded 

in steering safely and skillfully among the rocks of popular opinion. As a 

preliminary he appointed only two members of his cabinet, -viz., Hon. 
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Alfred Boyd, an Englishman, who was a respected old resident, and Hon. 

M. Girard, a worthy French Canadian newcomer. A census was then 

taken to be a basis for the division of the province into constituencies, and 

this was completed by November. The following were the results as to 

population:— 

Whites 1'565 
English half-breeds 4.083 
French half-breeds 5,757 
Indians ^^^ 

Total 11,963 

The white population was divided as to place of birth as follows:— 

North-West 747 . 
Canada 294 
England 125 
Scotland 240 
Ireland 47 
France 15 
Others 28 

Total 1,496 

Much amusement was caused when the impudent inter
ference in the affairs of the rebellion by the Americans of 
Winnipeg was considered and when it was found they 
had only 69 

Total whites 1,565 

For the first time the people of Red River were to express their minds. 

Governor Archibald divided the province into twenty-four constituencies. 

As the elements of the population were very nearly equal, and the people 

were largely grouped in parishes, a division of twelve English and twelve 

French constituencies was made. The governor's arrangements were so 

just and so complete that every one was satisfied. I t was, of course, 

unfortunate that the division was equal, for it made the possibility of a 
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deadlock at times very probable. The elections were held on December 20, 

1870, and ten out of twenty-four members were chosen by acclamation. 

On the twelfth of January, 1871, the governor completed his cabinet. 

He followed the same general plan as in the laying out of constituencies. 

There were two French and two English representatives—and these cor

respond also as to equality of religious belief. The wonder is that a govern

ment based on such a principle should be workable at all. The senior 

member of the cabinet was Hon. Marc Girard, provincial treasurer, a 

genial, kind-hearted French Canadian gentleman of the old school of good 

manners and broad opinions. He afterwards became a senator of the 

Dominion. The provincial secretary was Hon. Alfred Boyd, a respected 

and substantial English merchant. The stormy petrel of the cabinet was 

Attorney-General H. J. Clarke. He was a man who had raised himself to 

the position of la-wyer and politician in the city of Montreal. Hon. Thomas 

Howard was minister of public works and agriculture. He was an agree

able and gentlemanly man, hailing from Eastern Canada. With this selec

tion Governor Archibald began the difficult task of governing a divided and 

generally discontented people. The "Canadian par ty" bitterly resented 

all these appointments. 

Imitating the model of Quebec rather than Ontario, the Manitoba Par

liament consisted of two chambers. The first of them was the legislative 

council—often jocularly called "The Lords." It was a unique body 

formed on the same principle of compromise as was to be seen in other parts 

of the governmental machinery. It was appointed in March of that year 

of beginnings, 1871. From the standpoint of language it consisted of four 

English and three French-speaking members. As to religion, it was made 

up of four Roman Catholics and three Protestants. Judged according to 

race there were: Two French half-breeds, good men in standing, but inno

cent, it is said, of both reading and writing. One member was a Scoto-

French half-breed; there was one Scotch half-breed; one was an Irish Celt; 

one a pure Scottish Celt; and one Canadian of Lowland Scotch descent. 

The duties of the legislative council were not onerous. They sat like gods 

on Olympus, registering or not the decisions of the twenty-four mortals of 

the earth beneath them. But this is what is said as well of the senate at 
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Ottawa and the House of Lords at Westminster. In a few years the legis

lative council took part in its own abolition.* 

*PiRST PARLIAMENT OF MANITOBA. 

Governor Hon. Adams G. Archibald. 

Legislative Council. 

President Hon. James McKay. 

And Honorables, 
Donald Gunn St, Andrew's. 
Solomon Hamelin White Horse Plains. 
Colin Inkster Kildonan. 
Francois Dauphinais St. Norbert. 
Francis Ogletree Portage la Prairie. 
John H. 0 'Donnell Winnipeg. 

Legislative Assembly. 

Constituency. Name. 
Baie St. Paul J. Dubuc. 
Headingly J. Taylor. 
High Bluff J. Norquay. 
Kildonan J. Sutherland. 
Lake Manitoba A. McKay. 
Poplar Point D. Spence. 
Portage la Prairie P. 0. Bird. 
Ste. Agathe George Klyne. 
St. Andrew's, North Hon. Alfred Boyd. 
St. Andrew's, South E. H. G. Hay. 
Ste. Anne J. McTavish. 
St. Boniface, East Hon. M. Girard. 
St. Boniface, West L. Schmidt. 
St. Charles Hon. H. J. Clark. 
St. Clement's Thomas Bunn. 
St. Francois Xavier, East P. Breland. 
St. Francois Xavier, West Hon. J. Royal. 
St. James B. Bourke. 
St. Norbert, North J. Lemay. 
St. Norbert, South P. Delorme. 
St. Paul Dr. Bird. 
St. Peter's Hon. Thomas Howard. 
St. Vital A. Beauchemin. 
Winnipeg Donald A. Smith. 
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For the first Parliament house of Manitoba, the governor and his 

council obtained a large wooden building standing at that time a short dis

tance from Main street, on the street north of the Bank of Hamilton. This 

was the dwelling of Mr. A. G. B. Bannatyne. Por the first winter Mr. Ban

natyne was to allow the use of half the building. It was afterwards pur

chased by the government, but was burnt down a few years later. 

The opening of Parliament, on the 15th of March, 1871, was notable. 

The government building was decorated quite handsomely, and the pageant 

passed off successfully. The guard of honor, a hundred strong, of the 

Ontario Rifles stationed at Port Garry, attended Governor Archibald, and 

made a decided impression upon the spectators. Captain Villiers, usher 

of the Black Rod, was there in courtly uniform, and a tall and dignified 

official from old France, Captain de Plainval, figured as sergeant-at-arms. 

A spectator of the pageant, writing ten years afterward, says: ' ' The first 

opening of our local Parliament has never been equaled in this province by 

any subsequent displays of this kind." 

Hon. Joseph Royal was chosen speaker of the legislative assembly, the 

governor read the speech in English and French, and the wheels of govern

ment began to revolve. 

As seen by Dr. Bryce in the following year, i.e., in its second session, 

this first legislature presented a strange gathering of loyalists, Rielites, 

French half-breeds, English half-breeds, Hudson's Bay Company officers, 

Selkirk settlers and Canadians. Hon. Joseph Royal was, as first commoner, 

of course conspicuous. He came from Montreal and was a clever jour

nalist, a shrewd politician, and a determined believer in the solidarity of the 

French Canadian people. Over yonder is Donald A. Smith, member for 

Winnipeg, then in the beginning of his public career; and beside him, 

" Johnn ie" McTavish, another company official. On this side is the member 

for Baie St. Paul, barrister James Dubuc, now the popular chief justice. 

Who is that over yonder, with sharp, rather sallow face? He seems some

what boisterous, having just come in, and a companion is con-vincing him 

of the dignity required of one in Her Majesty's presence. That is Louis 

Schmidt, who was Riel's secretary and henchman. On that side is John 

Sutherland, the "war horse from Kildonan," a true Highlander. He is 
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quite a young man, though rather crude; yet he has a ponderous head 

and a look of ability. That is John Norquay, afterwards the much 

regarded premier of Manitoba. Our physician. Dr. Bird, comes in rather 

late, a gentleman of English style, though a native of Red River settlement. 

There sits an oldish man of weatherbeaten face, with the looks of a daring 

hunter—Pascal Breland, a man of upright character and good name, 

hailing from White Horse plains. Quite near stands Mr. E. H. G. Hay, 

still to the fore in St. Andrew's parish. Here sits, occupying the place of 

two, the corpulent Joseph Lemay with his Pembina recollections, and beside 

him Thomas Bunn, the one man from the northern parishes who stood in 

with Riel. Perhaps no such legislature ever gathered before or since. Half 

of them were not adepts in the drawing room, but they were the first repre

sentatives of responsible government ever gathered in Rupert 's Land. 

At the first session of the Manitoba Parliament forty-three acts were 

passed-—still to be found in the old copies of the statutes. Law, medicine, 

education and civil government were all organized. The Bishoprics and 

Colleges of St. Boniface and Rupert's Land (St. John's College) were incor

porated. Land tenures and highways were assured. In education the 

separate school system was begun. License laws for liquor sellers, peddlers, 

and auctioneers were passed. Agriculture, as being the chief resource of the 

country, received attention in laws for noxious weeds, pasturage, stray 

cattle, protection of the rivers and the like. Laws as to wills, rights of 

married women, and the observance of the Sabbath were also adopted. 

It seems to have been a good practical session, and showed a large amount of 

common sense to have prevailed among the members. It was a harbinger 

of good things for the future. 

THE ORGANIC ACT OF 1870. 

The principal provisions of the scheme of government as outlined in 

the Manitoba Act of 1870 are as follows:— 

When under the authority of the British North America Act of 1867 

Rupert's Land and the North-Western Territory shall be admitted into the 

Union or Dominion of Canada, "there shall be formed out of the same a pro-
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vince which shall be one of the provinces of the Dominion of Canada, and 

which shall be called the Province of Manitoba." (The original boundaries 

have been elsewhere stated.) 

The second paragraph extends the provisions of the British North 

America Act of 1867 in their general application to the Province of 

Manitoba. 

"The said province shall be represented in the Senate of Canada by 

two members until it shall have, according to decennial census, a popula

tion of fifty thousand souls; and from thenceforth it shall be represented 

therein by three members, until it shall have, according to the decennial 

census, a population of seventy-five thousand souls, and from thenceforth 

it shall be represented therein by four members." 

"The said province shall be represented in the first instance, in the 

House of Commons, by four members, and for that purpose shall be divided, 

by proclamation of the Governor-General, into four electoral districts, each 

of which shall be represented by one member: Provided that on the com

pletion of the census, in the year 1881, and of each decennial census after

wards, the representation of the said province shall be readjusted according 

to the provisions of the fifty-first section of the British North America Act 

of 1867." 

" F o r the said province there shall be an officer styled the Lieutenant-

Governor, appointed by the Governor-General in Council." The executive 

council of the province, consisting at first of not more than five persons, 

were to be appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor. 

"Unless and until the executive government of the pro-vince otherwise 

directs, the seat of government of the same shall be at Port Garry, or 

within one mile thereof." 

The legislature for the province to consist of the Lieutenant-Governor 

and of two houses, viz., the Legislative Council of Manitoba ahd the Legis

lative Assembly of Manitoba. (The history of the Legislative Council to 

its abolishment, is elsewhere given.) 

The Legislative Assembly, composed of twenty^four members, each 

representing one of the electoral divisions into which the pro-vince was to be 
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di-vided by the Lieutenant-Governor, was chosen by popular suffrage, and 

the suffrage qualifications as stated in the Act are as follows:— 

"Every male person shall be entitled to vote for a member to serve 

in the Legislative Assembly for any electoral division who is qualified ais 

follows: That is to say if he is 

" 1 . Of the full age of twenty-one years, and not subject to any legal 

incapacity. 

" 2 . A subject of Her Majesty by birth or naturalization. 

" 3 . And a bona fide householder within the electoral division at the 

date of the writ of election for the same, and has been a bona fide house

holder for one year next before the said date; or 

"4 . If being at the full age of twenty-one and not subject to any legal 

incapacity, and a subject of Her Majesty by birth or naturalization, he 

was at any time prior to the passing of this Act, and (though in the 

meantime temporarily absent) is at the time of such election a bona fide 

householder, and was resident within the electoral division at the date of 

the writ of election for the same. 

"But this fourth sub-section shall apply only to the first election to be 

held under this Act for members to serve in the Legislative Assembly 

aforesaid.'' 

Because of the prominence assumed in the later educational contro

versies by the provisions of this Organic Act relative to the powers of the 

legislature on that subject, the section of the Act relating to education is 

quoted entire. 

" I n and for the said province, the said legislature may exclusively 

make laws in relation to education, subject and according to the following 

provisions:— 

" 1 . Nothing in any such law shall prejudicially affect any right or 

pri-vilege with respect to denominational schools, which any class of persons 

have by law or practice in the province at the union. 

" 2 . An appeal shall lie to the Governor-General in Council from any 

act or decision of the legislature of the province, or of any provincial 
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authority affecting any right or privilege of the Protestant or Roman 

Catholic minority of the Queen's subjects in relation to education. 

" 3 . In case any such provincial law, as from time to time seems to the 

Governor-General in Council requisite for the due execution of the pro

visions of this section is not made; or in case any decision of the 

Governor-General in Council, or any appeal under this section is not duly 

executed by the proper provincial authority in that behalf, then and in 

every such case, and as far only as the circumstances of each case require, 

the Parliament of Canada may make remedial laws for the due execution 

of the provisions of this section, and of any decision of the Governor-

General in Council under this section." 

Provision was made for the use of both the English and the French in 

all government transactions. (This was afterwards abolished.) 

"Inasmuch as that the province is not in debt, the said province shall 

be entitled to be paid, and to receive from the government of Canada by 

half-yearly payments in advance, interest at the rate of five per centum 

per annum, on the sum of four hundred and seventy-two thousand and 

ninety dollars." 

"The sum of thirty thousand dollars shall be paid yearly by Canada 

to the province for the support of its government and legislature, and an 

annual grant in aid of the said province shall be made, equal to eighty 

cents per head of the population estimated at seventeen thousand souls; 

and such grants of eighty cents per head shall be augumented in propor

tion to the increase in population as may be shown by the census that shall 

be taken thereof in the year 1881, and by each subsequent decennial census, 

until its population amounts to four hundred thousand souls, at which 

amount such grant shall remain thereafter, and such sum shall be in full 

settlement of all future demands on Canada, and shall be paid half-yearly 

in advance to the said province." 

Canada should assume and defray the charge for these services: 1. 

Salary of the Lieutenant-Governor. 2. Salaries and allowances of the 

judges of the superior and district or county courts. 3. Charges in respect 

of the department of customs. 4. Postal department. 5. Protection of 

fisheries. 6. Militia. 7. Geological survey. 8. The penitentiary. 
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"All ungranted and waste lands in the province shall be, from and 

after the date of the said transfer, vested in the Crown, and administered 

by the government of Canada for the purpose of the Dominion, subject to 

and except and so far as the same may be affected by the conditions and 

stipulations contained in the agreement for the surrender of Rupert's Land 

by the Hudson's Bay Company to Her Majesty." 

"And whereas it is expedient, towards the extinguishment of the 

Indian title to the lands in the province, to appropriate a portion of such 

ungranted land to the extent of one million four hundred thousand acres 

thereof for the benefit of the families of the half-breed residents, it is 

hereby enacted that under regulations to be from time to time made by 

the Governor-General in Council, the Lieutenant-Governor shall select such 

lots or tracts in such parts of the province as he may deem expedient to the 

extent aforesaid, and divide the same among the children of the half-breed 

heads of families residing in the province at the time of the said transfer 

to Canada, and the same shall be granted to the said children respectively 

in such mode and on such conditions as to settlement and otherwise as the 

Governor-General in Council may from time to time determine.'' 

"Fo r the quieting of title and assuring to the settlers in the province 

the peaceable possession of the lands now held by them, it is enacted as 

follows:— 

" 1 . All grants of land in the freehold made by the Hudson's Bay 

Company up to the eighth of May in the year 1869, shall, if required by 

the owner, be confirmed by grant from the Crown. 

"2 . All grants of estates less than freehold in land made by the 

Hudson's Bay Company up to the eighth day of March aforesaid, shall, if 

required by the owner, be converted into an estate in freehold by grant 

from the Crown. 

" 3 . All titles by occupancy with the sanction and under the license and 

authority of the Hudson's Bay Company, up to the eighth day of March 

aforesaid, of land in that part of the province in which the Indian title 

has been extinguished, shall, if required by the owner, be converted into 

an estate in freehold by grant from the Crown. 
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"4 . All persons in peaceable possession of tracts of land at the time of 

the said transfer to Canada, in those parts of the province in which Indian 

title has not been extinguished, shall have the right of pre-emption of the 

same on such terms and conditions as may be determined by the Governor 

in Council. 

" 5 . The Lieutenant-Governor is hereby authorized, under regulations 

to be made from time to time by the Governor-General in Council, to 

make all such provisions for ascertaining and adjusting on fair and equit

able terms the rights of common and rights of cutting hay held and enjoyed 

by the settlers of the province, and for the commutation of the same by 

grants of land from the Crown." 

"And with respect to such portions of Rupert's Land and the North-

West Territory as is not included in the Pro-vince of Manitoba, it is hereby 

enacted that the Lieutenant-Governor of the said province shall be 

appointed by commission under the Great Seal of Canada to be Lieutenant-

Oovernor of the same under the name of the North-West Territories.'' 



CHAPTER XXI. 

THE FIRST DECADE AS A PROVINCE. 

SETTLEMENT, EXTENSION OP BOUNDARIES AND GENERAL PROVINCIAL AFFAIRS. 

The first decade of Manitoba's history as a province is a period of 

beginning and adaptation in all departments. The forces of political and 

social unrest set in motion by the transfer from company rule to civic 

autonomy were not yet spent, and as a result many complicated problems 

were presented to the people and the government for solution. Moreover, 

in a new country, just opened to settlement, as was true of Manitoba, the 

large proportion of the new arrivals in comparison with the older settlers 

gives a fluctuating character to the population, which in consequence is 

less amenable to the social and political regulations of older communities 

and lacks the self-restraint imposed by residence and an active public 

opinion. 

The Riel rebellion now had an aftermath in an abortive Fenian raid. 

Por five years after the close of the American civil war bands of Fenians 

had hung along the borders of the United States and Canada. In 1866 

their movement in the Niagara district assumed formidable proportions, 

and a number of lives were lost in driving them back. 

0'Donohue, already mentioned as the chief conspirator of the Riel 

forces, was a Fenian, and from his headquarters at Pembina kept in touch 

both with his fellow countrymen and with Riel and his disaffected Metis. 

Recruiting his forces largely among the laborers along the Northern Pacific 

Railway line, 0'Donohue now endeavored to organize a raid on Manitoba 

from United States territory, expecting that as soon as the international 

boundary was crossed he would have the active assistance of the Metis. 

The Fenians, to the number of not more than forty, crossed the bound

ary line and on the 5th of October, 1871, fell upon and sacked the Hudson's 

Bay Company store at Pembina. They proceeded to their work by putting 

under arrest Trader Watt and all his subordinates in the fort. 

In this emergency it was U.S. Consul J. W. Taylor, always a constant 

and true friend of the Canadian people and their interests, who put an end 
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to the raid before any harm could be done. He gave the authorities at 

Washington and Winnipeg warning of the raid and planned the capture of 

the Fenian leaders. To Colonel Wheaton, an Englishman in the United 

States service and commander of the American fort at Pembina was due the 

prompt carrying out and successful accomplishment of the program. When 

the time came and the insurgents were on British soil and engaged in rob

bery, he acted with decision. The leaders, "General" O'Neil, "General" 

Thomas Curley, Col. J. J. Donnelly, and an officer named Kelly—all 

Fenians—were arrested and taken back to American soil, and in a despatch 

to Consul Taylor, Colonel Wheaton announced: " I think further anxiety 

regarding the Fenian invasion of Manitoba unnecessary.'' 0 'Donohue was 

captured later, and all were delivered over to the American authorities. 

After trial at St. Paul, Minnesota, they were released, on the ground of 

insufficiency of evidence to con-vict them of breach of the neutrality laws. 

Nevertheless, the raid came to an end, even before the force of volunteers 

organized at Winnipeg could reach Pembina. 

The Fenian escapade showed the necessity of having a permanent 

military force at Winnipeg. Events mature so rapidly on the prairies, 

that ever since it has been deemed wise to keep a garrison at Winnipeg. 

Again and again has the force been found useful. On the present occasion 

the new force was sent in great haste from Toronto. The command was 

confided to Captain (now Colonel) Scott, who has ever since been a resi

dent of Winnipeg. The body of men despatched—two hundred s t r o n g -

was organized in six days, embarked at CoUingwood in October, and arrived 

with all its "impedimenta" at Thunder Bay on October 24. Following, 

as far as the Lake of the Woods, Colonel Wolseley's route, through rain, 

snow, intense cold and high gales, the volunteers reached the northwest 

angle to find it frozen up, and they walked over twelve miles of ice to 

reach the angle. Marching over the Dawson Road, the energetic detach

ment arrived at Port Garry on November 18, 1871. 

Many other notable events occurred in this first year in which Mani

toba took her place in the sisterhood of Canadian provinces. It was also 

a year marked by an immense leap forward in business hopefulness and 

enterprise. For the first time the Canadian government threw itself with a 

12 
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will into the organization of western representative institutions, and pro-

ceded to fit the country for occupation. I t was a year of surveys. A wave 

of Canadian sentiment in this year rushed in that completely swept back 

the wretched, half-hearted, semi-Americanizing tendency that for some 

time had been threatening British supremacy in the whole North-West. 

Dominion Day, on July 1st, was celebrated in Manitoba with a loyalty 

and enthusiastic heartiness that was a strong proof of the rapidity with 

which the province was becoming Canadianized. 

Rapid communication with the Dominion capital was an essential part 

of the new connection of the west with Canada. Prom Ottawa the authority 

for a thousand things must be at once transmissible. Governor Archibald, 

arriving in September, 1870, was within a few weeks urging the construc

tion of a telegraph line to Pembina. In November, 1871, the communica

tion was established, and though the rate was $3.05 for ten words, yet it 

took away the homesickness of incoming Canadians to know that with a 

flash they could hear speedily from home and friends. True, running as 

it did through the unoccupied plains of Dakota, the telegraph line was at 

times out of order, but the local press suggested as a consolation that " i f 

we did not know the happenings of the outside world, neither did they 

know what was going on on the banks of the Red river. 

It was by means of immigration that Manitoba was to receive the 

population necessary to develop her latent resources and inhabit her fer

tile prairies. It is easy to understand that her isolated position because 

of lack of railroad communication during the first ten years retarded 

greatly the infiux of settlers to this country, although the same period was 

one of rapid settlement and expansion for the more favored American ter

ritories to the south. Nevertheless the wonderful fertility of the Red 

River country attracted thousands of settlers during these years. 

Some of the aspects of pioneering to this region are thus described by 

Alexander Begg: "On April 26, 1871, the first batch of immigrants arrived 

in Winnipeg. They left their homes in Ontario four weeks pre-viously, 

traveling by rail to St. Cloud, Minnesota, from thence by waggons to Fort 

Abercrombie on the Red river, and thence by flat boat to Winnipeg. The 

party consisted of eight men, and they came to Manitoba with the intention 
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of taking up homesteads. At Abercrombie they bought lumber and built 

a flat boat in advance of the opening of navigation, and, having victualled 

their craft, waited impatiently for the breaking up of the ice. Immedi

ately that open water appeared, they launched their scow and floated down 

stream with the running ice, having difficulty with the jams which were 

encountered from time to time, and often having to cut a channel with 

their axes. They camped on the river bank every night, sometimes in a 

snowbank, sometimes in wet and mud, often soaked with rain or half frozen 

with the sharp north wind. As to the fare en route, it was excellent. 

Besides what they had provided, they caught fish and shot ducks and 

prairie chickens, which they saw in great numbers. The trip cost them 

about sixty dollars each, but on their arrival at Winnipeg they sold their 

flat boat for lumber at $70 per thousand." 

Continuing, Mr. Begg in his " History of the North-West," says: 

"With the opening of navigation, a steady stream of immigrants began 

to pour into the new province, by steamer, flat boat and waggon. Many 

drove in their own farm waggons all the way from their eastern homes, but 

the majority came by rail and boat, bringing their live stock, farming 

implements, household effects and lumber for the prairie 'shack' with 

them. Soon the limited accommodations of the Winnipeg hotels and board

ing houses was taxed to overflowing, and the prairie became dotted with the 

tents of the newcomers, a canvas town appearing to spring up like magic, 

and intermixed were modern structures, flimsy in character and decidedly 

bizarre in architectural design, but affording shelter withal, knocked up 

in marvellously quick time. In August the rush had become so great that 

it was found necessary to provide quarters for a few of the immigrants who 

were not so well equipped as the majority, and an immigrant shed was 

opened in a building at the rear of Bannatyne and Begg's store, in which 

several families were domesticated while the husbands and fathers were 

away land hunting. The advance guard of immigrants, coming by way of 

the United States, experienced considerable delay and annoyance, as well 

as expense, from the then existing customs regulations. The United States 

government was finally induced to make such relaxations of the bonding 

regulations as greatly facilitated the free transit of settlers' stock and 

effects between points in eastern Canada and Manitoba. 
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"Settlement was gradually extended westward, and by midsummer of 

1872 considerable progress had been made in the Portage la Prairie dis

trict and in southwestern Manitoba. In June, 1873, a delegation of Men

nonites visited the province to inform themselves of its resources and the 

advantages it afforded to their brethren in Russia, who were anxious to 

secure homes in some desirable agricultural country where they would be 

exempted from military service, such service being contrary to their religi

ous convictions. They were in charge of Mr. William Hespeler, commis

sioner of Russian immigration, and Mr. Jacob T. Shantz, a Russian 

farmer. The visit was fruitful of good results to the North-West, for 

shortly afterward some thousands of Mennonites arrived in Manitoba and 

established settlements which are at the present day among the richest 

and most prosperous in the province." 

A careful enumeration taken in Winnipeg in October, 1872, showed 

the total population to be 1,467. The town was growing rapidly. But 

there was no municipal law; no way of building streets or pavements; no 

adequate fire protection; no water system; no drainage; no regulation of 

street surveys; no proper school facilities. In addition, there were rival 

interests of the most decided kind, arising from there being four nuclei of 

settlement, viz.: 1. Fort Garry. 2. Winnipeg. 3. Point Douglas. 4. St. 

John's. All these points were quite willing to have possession of the 

"golden milestone" around which the future circles of trade should 

revolve. Fort Garry had old custom and wealth in its favor; Winnipeg 

•village was headquarters of the "Canadian pa r ty" ; Point Douglas repre

sented a number of active speculators who knew well how to keep their 

interests before the people; St. John's was an old ecclesiastical centre, 

around which much sentiment gathered. 

Under these conditions agitation for the incorporation of a city at 

the forks of the Red and Assiniboine gathered strength and vehemence with 

every month. On New Year's day, 1872, Mr. Alexander Begg issued the 

first number of his Trade Review, which was originated and conducted 

especially to present the cause of Winnipeg as against the rival districts. 

Newspaper discussion was supplemented by mass meetings, and for over a 

year incorporation was one of the live questions among the many affairs 
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of public interest. The climax came with the meeting of the legislature in 

February, 1873. Rough treatment was accorded the bill for incorporation 

that was presented. Attempts were made to substitute the names "Gar ry , " 

"Selkirk," and "Assiniboine" instead of Winnipeg. Provisions essential 

to the financial administration of the proposed municipality were stricken 

out or changed, and the biU was otherwise mutilated. Public resentment 

was so aroused that the speaker of the house, who had made an adverse 

ruling on the bill, was decoyed from his home and subjected to brutal 

treatment at the hands of unknown parties. This shameful act diverted for 

the time public attention from the incorporation bill, and the legislature 

was prorogued without anything definite having been accomplished. 

But the agitation was continued by press and public discussion 

throughout the summer, and on November 4th the legislature was assembled 

for the purpose of dealing with the incorporation bill. Pour days after

ward the bill was passed and the royal assent given. Thus on November 8, 

1873, Winnipeg became a city. 

Prom first to last Winnipeg has been in name and in truth the capital 

of Manitoba. It is now as formerly the gateway between the eastern and 

western provinces, and every railway train across the Dominion must pass 

through this central city. In the early days Winnipeg was the distributing 

centre for immigrants as well as all merchandise and supplies, and the 

growth of its population kept pace with the growth of the surrounding 

country. The first year after incorporation nearly a thousand new build

ings were erected, and the population had reached five thousand. Trade 

increased, municipal improvement was the order of the day, and everything 

was planned on a broad scale. 

The Mennonite leaders who had spied out the land for their oppressed 

brethren now arrived from across the seas and sought locations on the 

Manitoban prairies. Consul William Hespeler, still in Winnipeg, was 

instrumental in bringing out these Germans, who, with their quaint cos

tumes, rugged speech, and cautious manners, were objects of much interest. 

They were well provided with money, and their spending made an appre

ciable difference in the trade of the city. 
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This feeling of interest in foreigners was further drawn out by the 

arrival of the first instalment of Icelanders, who came down the Red river 

in the steamer International. There were in this first company 285 souls. 

They were smart looking, intelligent and excellent people. They passed 

through Winnipeg to their reserve at Gimli on Lake Winnipeg. 

This tide of immigration had changed the conditions of Winnipeg by 

the middle of the seventies. Several years before that time, the arrival of a 

new merchant or lawyer or settler becoming known, the news ran like wild

fire down the settlement. Through the parishes on the river bank it was 

said that the news was carried faster than a horse could run. But in a city 

with a population of five thousand this was now impossible. No tally of 

arrivals could be kept. Public opinion began to change, and old combina

tions to break up. New issues arose. A new western type of Canadian man 

began to develop. 

Despite the inconveniences, expense and hardships that attended 

immigration to the province during the decade of the seventies, and 

although many persons intending to settle in the Manitoba country were 

enticed, while en route, to seek homes in the territory of the United States, 

there was a remarkable increase of population during this period; indeed, 

it is said to have doubled between 1871 and 1878. Alex. Begg, in his 

history, enumerates the many new centres of settlement to the west, naming 

Burnside, Westbourne, Gladstone, Grand Valley, Rapid City, Brandon 

Hills, Big Plains, Bird Tail Creek, Turtle Mountain, Port Ellice, Touch

wood Hills, Carlton, Prince Albert, Battleford and Edmonton. " I n the 

southwest,'' he continues,'' the Boyne River, Rock Lake, Pembina Mountain 

and other settlements had sprung into existence, and nearer Winnipeg, 

Rockwood, Springfield, Sunnyside, Lorette, Rat River, Rosseau, Plympton, 

Cook's Creek, Woodlands, Balmoral, St. Laurent, and a number of others. 

At the close of 1879 farm houses and cultivated fields were in sight all 

along the main road for two hundred and fifty miles west of Winnipeg.' ' 

Along with the demand for "better terms," which was kept constantly 

to the fore from the creation of the province until the early eighties, the 

people of Manitoba agitated the Dominion authorities for extension of 

boundaries. The matter was never allowed to rest, and the persistency 
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which obtained from the general government many other important con

cessions was finally crowned with success in this. 

As previously stated, the 96th and the 99th meridians were designated 

as the respective eastern and western limits of the original Manitoba, while 

its extent north and south was but a degree and a half of latitude. By a 

Dominion Act passed in March, 1881, the boundaries were extended and 

defined practically as they exist at this day. On account of its technical 

delineation, it was found that the western boundary was an irregular line, 

as may be seen by a reference to a map of the province. The legislature 

of 1882 sought to remedy this by having the 102nd meridian constituted 

the western boundary, as also that on the north the 60th parallel should 

form the boundary, so as to contain an outlet on Hudson Bay. These 

requests were not granted, however. 

The boundary line on the east, between Manitoba and Ontario, was 

long a burning question. The question arose as to whether the line should 

run north or south near Port Arthur {i.e., the line north from the conflu

ence of the Ohio and Mississippi), or, on the other hand, somewhat near 

Rat Portage {i.e., from the northwest angle of the Lake of the Woods). 

In 1872, shortly after the acquisition by Canada of the North-West Terri

tories, this matter of boundary was pressed upon the attention of the 

Governor-General. From a reference, which was made to three arbitrators, 

a decision was given which Ontario refused to accept, it being the award 

of arbitrators and not a judicial decision. Again and again the Dominion 

government urged upon the Ontario government one plan or another tc 

settle the dispute. All was without avail. Ontario either ignored or refused 

every such suggestion. 

The result of the delay was highly amusing. The people of Rat Port

age had voted in the elections for both provinces and for two constituencies 

in the Dominion elections. The people of this "border land" became high 

minded in being so earnestly sought for by both parties. They gave their 

hand to both. 

In 1882 Manitoba had incorporated the town of Rat Portage, and it 

had a magistrate, a police force and a jail; and the Dominion commissioner 

backed up the prairie pro-vince. In July, 1883, Ontario asserted its rights. 
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Two commissioners were sent to take evidence as to conflicting land claims. 

A stipendiary magistrate for Rat Portage was also appointed, a court 

house and jail were provided, and a staff of constables were at hand to 

enforce the legal decisions made. All timber cut outside the railway belt 

would be, it was announced, seized by the Ontario officials. 

The situation was decidedly a difficult one. There were threats of 

violence, the jail was set on fire, arrests were made by both sides and the 

Dominion forces and the Ontario officers held themselves in opposite camps. 

At length when both parties became ashamed of themselves a conference 

was held in Toronto between Attorney-General Miller, of Manitoba, and 

Premier Mowat, of Ontario. This led to a provisional arrangement to 

avoid the public scandal which had been proceeding, and also to an agree

ment to submit a judicial case to the pri-vy council. The question was 

afterward settled in favor of Ontario. 



CHAPTER XXII . 

THE BOOM (1879-1882). 

With the coming of the railway the flood-gates of migration were 

opened and the human stream of settlers soon overflowed the Red River 

country and spread far out on the prairies. The rush swelled to great 

proportions even in 1879, and that year was noted as the most remarkable 

for immigration that Manitoba had seen. The fever for Manitoba—Mani-

tobaphobia, as a writer styled it—took possession of many localities in 

Ontario. Especially the counties of Huron, Bruce, Grey and Wellington 

sent many of their families to the west, and these proved to be the very best 

settlers Manitoba ever received. They were chiefly farmers, knowing agri

culture and able to adapt their methods of farming to the new conditions. 

Many localities of Manitoba were greatly injured by the settlement of 

broken-down merchants, mechanics and "remittance men," who while 

estimable in character were unable, in the beginning at least to farm suc

cessfully. The Hudson's Bay Company at this time placed a quantity of 

their lands on the market, and offered new tempting inducements to 

settlers. Also Messrs. Greenway, Prittie and other enterprising leaders 

did much to introduce to Manitoba many of the very best of her settlers. 

With each succeeding month the movement toward Manitoba gained 

impetus. The people who formerly dropped in by ones and twos now came 

in a crowd. The current of immigration once established in this direction 

needed no artificial propulsion to continue with increasing force. 

We are reminded as we look upon this rush of immigrants that the 

human race is gregarious. Like all gregarious animals men follow the 

leader of the herd. If the leader is blind all fall into the ditch. Hence 

come the mistakes of immigration. In 1872, when the garden of Manitoba— 

the fertile Portage plains—^was open for settlement, the early settlers 

despised the plains which had not wood and water, crossed over them, and 

settled down among the willows in Palestine on the White Mud river. In 

the middle seventies, settlers went in from Emerson, disregarding the high 

plains on which the Mennonites afterward settled in Morden district, 

aiming at the woodlands and oak groves of Pembina mountains, only to be 
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envious ever afterwards of the "foreigner" in his possessions. One of 

the penalties of the pioneer is that he has to make the mistakes which his 

successors are then able to avoid. 

Immigration is also very fitful. In one year the cry is Edmonton; in 

another Dauphin; soon after Saskatoon, even after the gold fields of the 

Yukon or the apple orchards of British Columbia have lost their glamor. 

There is no natural means of accounting for this fitfulness except that the 

leader of the crowd in the shape of a government agent, land company, 

or influential newspaper, gives the cry and the multitude follows. One 

thing is patent, however. Once start the stream of immigration flowing, 

and it flows on by its own weight and gains increased momentum. 

We have almost forgotten the men who, with infinite pains and hard

ships, opened up the way for the immigrant, mapped out his lands, 

pointed out trails, and gave accurate information as to the nature, capa

bilities and prospects of any district or locality. These were the surveyors 

or engineers. Winnipeg was their headquarters. Here the surveyors out

fitted and thence found their way over the pathless districts, with their 

bands of young athletic fellows, full of the spirit of curiosity and 

adventure. 

The system of survey was simple, merely cutting up the country in 

multitudinous blocks or townships six miles square, and then subdividing 

these again into smaller portions or sections one mile square. But then 

accurate description notes were required, which were plotted out on maps 

during the short days of winter. The surveying parties were a useful—an 

absolutely necessary—prelude to the arrival of the settler who came seeking 

land. 

There was great activity at this time in Winnipeg and elsewhere in 

Manitoba in bringing together the agricultural products of the country— 

the grains, fruits, vegetables and root products—for exhibition. A happy 

thought had led the provincial government in 1879 to send an exhibit of 

Manitoba products to the eastern provinces, and in 1880 Mr. Alexander 

Begg, the old-time merchant, editor, novelist and historian, was enlisted 

in this service as exhibitioner. Through the eastern provinces, going from 

exhibition to exhibition, as reported in a New Brunswick paper, a great 
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impression was made. In one case, on entering the building, "Welcome to 

Manitoba HaU" met the eye. On the right appeared "Manitoba the Bull's 

Eye of the Dominion,'' and on the left of the eastern wall were seen ' ' We 

want willing hands to work our fertile soil,'' and ' ' We want manufactures 

and you want our grain." The eastern newspapers were replete with 

eulogies of the Prairie Province, and no doubt much interest was aroused 

in the minds of those looking westward. 

Now began, as the railway service improved, an influx of all classes, 

attracted by the fame and fertility of the prairies. Presidents of banks, 

agents of loan companies, land speculators, newspaper correspondents, 

wealthy farmers and their sons, came to make enquiries, drove over all 

parts of the prairie, in some cases actually to make investments, but in most 

cases to return to the eastern provinces with the story " tha t not one-half 

had been told them" of the great possibilities of Manitoba. The work of 

missionaries and leaders of the various churches all lay in preparing for 

the coming flow of population to the west. Church journals were full of the 

story of the golden wheat fields of the west, and reports of the country and 

its possibilities formed the subject matter of each mission report and appeal 

for missionary aid sent to the east. 

The reputation for agitation and public protest gained by the west in 

the ten years' history of Manitoba had now become established. The 

people of Manitoba have never been a turbulent people, but they have kept 

their wants before their Canadian mother with a persistence and tact which 

have been quite wonderful. Accordingly the Ottawa government, as well 

as the governing bodies of the several churches in the east, became familiar 

with the temper and intensity of the people, so that Canada's greatest 

statesman of the time said: "You cannot check Manitoba." 

The railway agitation brought up Sir Charles Tupper, the minister of 

railways. Sir Charles is not a man to be trified with. He is a man of 

great force of character and great determination. But when he came to 

Winnipeg he was met by such a persistent and thoroughly organized public 

opinion that he simply could not mould it, and was compelled to give way. 
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Sir Charles accordingly always liked Winnipeg. He became a strong advo

cate of the west, and his influence led to the bringing up on railway con

struction many of his own Nova Scotian friends who became valuable 

citizens. The great public works carried on, especially the Canadian 

Pacific Railway, had much to do in introducing to the' west many of the 

most energetic and reliable of the men who made Manitoba. 

But surveyors, exhibitors, investors and visitors, and even government 

officials did not at this time accomplish nearly so much for the west as the 

men who set themselves to organize, especially in western Ontario, parties 

of settlers to go to some particular part of the country. It was by these 

agents that the rush of 1880 was largely brought about. In the year 1880 

there was especially high water in Manitoba. While this was a drawback, 

so far as it meant muddy roads, which were the terror of the early days, 

yet it opened up a route hitherto unused by way of the Assiniboine of 

getting settlers at their destination in the better farming lands of the 

country. Settlers were taken three hundred miles west of Winnipeg in two 

or three days, where weeks would have been consumed by using the ' ' prairie 

schooner,'' as the covered waggon of the immigrant was caUed. The Alpha 

with an attendant barge ran on the route up the Assiniboine to Fort Ellice, 

as did also the Marquette. A new ferry—McMicken's—was launched for 

increasing the facilities for immigrants crossing the Red river with their 

effects from St. Boniface. 

The completion of arrangements for through trains of immigrants by 

the Grand Trunk Railway and other lines having connections through the 

western states now made colonizing a special business. Messrs. Prittie, 

Patterson, Taylor and ex-Premier Greenway now organized parties and 

brought them through Chicago and St. Paul to the land of promise. They 

were subject to many interruptions, however. Every means was adopted 

to seduce immigrants to Manitoba to drop off and take up land in Minnesota 

and Dakota. Dreadful stories were told along the way of prairie fires, 

floods (the old floods of 1826 and 1851 were recaUed and discoursed on), 

mosquitoes, Indians, alkali lands, families frozen to death in winter, fever, 

mud, starvation, and aU other "ills which flesh is heir t o , " as being especial 

features of Manitoba. At times these discouraging influences were directed 
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successfully, for every gathering of human beings has its quota of unstable 

and cowardly souls. 

But despite all checks and hindrances the ' ' boom'' progressed. Before 

describing the culmination of this abnormal phase of Manitoba history, it 

will be well to review the causes that promoted it. 

1. Canada, so early as 1850, needed more room for its people. It was 

at that date essentially a farming country. Glengarry, Lanark and the 

eastern counties of Upper Canada began to send out their young men to 

Wisconsin, Illinois and Minnesota to seek for farms. Nova Scotians sought 

homes in Boston and the eastern States. The twenty years following the 

date mentioned witnessed the same process of emigration to the open lands 

of the United States in different parts of the western peninsula of Ontario. 

Jean Baptiste from Quebec was attracted by the richer life and increased 

opportunity given by manufacturing in the eastern States. William Mac

dougaU and George Brown in Upper Canada with George Cartier and others 

in Lower Canada began to look toward Rupert's Land with its fertile 

acres, and this even before confederation, which took place in 1867. 

Confederation gave new life and hope to Canada. The acquisition of 

the North-West then became its settled policy. By a troubled and bloody 

pathway, as we have seen, Manitoba came into existence and many millions 

of acres of the most fertile land in the world were open to land-hungry 

Canadians. 

2. Though the way was long and desolate, thousands of Canadians 

sought the North-West. Huron, Bruce and Grey, the newest counties of 

Ontario, had just reached the "hiving time," having been the last part of 

Ontario—the "Queen's Bush"—to be settled. The people came to Mani

toba. For four hundred mUes through Minnesota there was no railway, 

so they took to the emigrant's covered waggon—the aforesaid prairie 

schooner—and crossed the plains to Manitoba. 

3. Then came, after all its delays and hindrances, the railway from 

St. Paul to Winnipeg. Burrows, Prittie, Greenway, Taylor and others 

helped on the movement by picturing to their old friends the west, and 

bringing in parties of settlers, whUe Begg and others in the visiting caravan 

at agricultural fairs showed the exuberance of prairie gro-wth to crowds of 
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farmers in the eastern provinces. The newspapers of Winnipeg went 

everywhere throughout Canada and gave information. 

4. The wise statesmanship of Canadian rulers aimed at opening up 

through Canadian territory a route of our own. Mackenzie's scheme of 

"water stretches," though a failure, was an honest attempt to make an all-

Canadian route. The broader statesmanship of Sir John Macdonald and 

Sir Charles Tupper evolved the Canadian Pacific Railway. But the achieve

ment of this work was long in doubt. I t was when the successful accomp

lishment of the work through the terrible Laurentian rocks between Winni

peg and Rat Portage became a visibility that the case was won, and Canada 

knew that half a dozen more years would connect Winnipeg with Ottawa 

by the iron band. 

5. The successful raising of wheat and its export was already seen, 

and cattle by tens of thousands on the plains could certainly live where 

the buffalo had roamed. 

6. The confidence in the future of his city by the Winnipeg citizen has 

been and is a curious product. He never becomes discouraged. He is a 

chimerical optimist. He saw grasshopper plagues, frozen wheat fields, river 

floods, impassable thoroughfares, financial hopelessness, stormy winters, 

political neglect at Ottawa, but he never wavered. His confidence was 

truly sublime. 

These potential causes in co-operation with the skilful and energetic 

real estate agent launched the boom. It centred, naturally, at Winnipeg, 

but was by no means confined to the capital city. It was a Manitoba boom 

as weU as a Winnipeg boom. The frenzy seized Brandon and Portage la 

Prairie. Farm lands doubled and tripled in value. Men were as eager 

to stake out the bare prairies into town sites, as in the very simUar gold 

rushes they stake out claims to fancied mineral wealth. Pervasive of aU 

classes of people and all parts of the province, it was a noisy, novel, notable 

whirl of the most absorbing business excitement. I t was even known and 

felt in all Canada and in London and New York. Rich men rose like 

Jonah's gourd in a single night. One day they were pensioners on for

tune, the next day Croesuses, and soon afterwards not only penniless but 

plunged under hopeless obligations. 



HISTORY OP MANITOBA. 191 

Speaking of the boom time in Winnipeg, a press correspondent says: 

"The last time I was here, about the time the Canadian Pacific completed 

its line from the east and began building the branch roads which have 

made Winnipeg a railroad centre, Winnipeg was the scene of the wildest 

speculation. City lots were selling at higher prices than in Chicago or 

New York; auctions were held every night on the street corners and real 

estate changed hands like railway shares on the stock market. The greater 

part of the townsite was tossed about in that way, and the expectations of 

the 'future metropolis of Canada,' as they used to call it, and as they call 

it yet, were so great that business property on the main street was selling 

at a higher price per front foot than on Michigan avenue in Chicago.'' 

Another visitor to Winnipeg gives us a pen picture of the city at this 

time: "Winnipeg has 45 hotels and 300 boarding houses, and I defy any 

man twice out of five times to strike a night's lodging. But you need not be 

surprised when you see the way the immigrants are pouring in. I got a 

very good room at a good hotel, but if I want to go up to it at ten o'clock 

in the evenings I have to step over the sleeping forms in the halls and on 

the stairs. In the wood box, under the billiard tables, every where,. you 

will find them, and yet there have only arrived three or four immigrant 

trains and there are seven more stuck in a snowbank near Chicago. I hope 

for my own convenience they will remain there two or three weeks." 

The early part of the winter of 1881-82 saw the boom at its height. 

The tide had continued to rise during the month of November. December 

cold had no effect upon it. It was of too steady and determined a growth to 

be checked. Money flowed in especially from the cities of Ontario. Men 

talked in thousands and ten thousands in place of the hundreds of a few 

months before. I t was reported that a man in Ontario sent $80 to a real 

estate man to invest in Winnipeg property. It was decided that the only 

message that could be sent to the Ontario man would be " tha t the only 

piece of Winnipeg property he could get for that money would be a secluded 

corner of the cemetery." 

The enormous rise in values made larger sums of money necessary to 

.make even a deposit on lands purchased, and out of this need grew the 

syndicate. Men joined themselves in large companies to "handle" larger 

blocks of land, and, as they supposed, to obtain larger profits. , 



192 HISTORY OF MANITOBA. 

Such announcements as the following were common in the newspapers 

of the time: "Yesterday a syndicate composed of A. T. McNabb, Angus 

Monroe, Joseph Woodworth, James J. Mulhall, John Taylor and John 

Graham purchased thirty-six acres in lot 6, parish of St. John's, from 

William Murdoch, the price paid being twelve hundred dollars per acre. ' ' 

A few days later appeared the following item: ' ' Heavy purchases of land 

have been made on Main and Broadway streets by a strong syndicate com

posed of men largely from the London district in Ontario, viz.: E. McCoU, 

George Casey, M.P., V. H. Coyne, T. W. Kirkpatrick, Dr. Eccles, C. 0. 

Ermatinger, J. McGregor, J. Fisher, J . W. Scott, J. A. Halsted, W. M. 

Garshore, J. N. Lee and J. P. Martyn. The value of the property pur

chased by them amounts to $250,000, and the lands are in the immediate 

neighborhood of the large hotel which is to be constructed at once.'' 

Companies were formed such as " the Ottawa and North-West Land 

Co.," as also "The Toronto, Manitoba and North-West Co.," to carry on 

land business in Winnipeg. A number of local men combined to make up 

syndicates and the head of a syndicate became a distinguished personage 

to be written about, if not celebrated in poetic strains, on the same plane 

as John Law, of the celebrated ' ' South Sea Bubble,'' or the Barney Barnato 

of later exploiter fame. The infiuence of the syndicate was, of course, bad. 

It removed a sense of responsibility from men. Natural caution was over

come by the sense of strength in co-operation, and the individual and his 

conscience too were merged in the soulless company. 

To quote a descriptive paragraph of the time: "The real estate boom 

in this city is rolling on with irresistible impetuosity, and prices of lots 

not only in the central part of the city, but in the suburban districts are 

going up into the clouds. Real estate agents are as plentiful as mosquitoes 

in fly time, and aU seem to be making no end of money. Staid and steady-

going citizens, who are not given to speculation, have found themselves 

unable to resist the seductive prospects of ' turning an honest penny' and 

are being drawn into the vortex by dozens. Clerks, mechanics, capitalists, 

all are busy selling and heaping up treasure. The daily transactions 

amount to hundreds of thousands, and there seems to be no cessation. Men 

without a dollar one week find themselves the masters of thousands the next. 
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There seems to be no limit to the capital that is pouring into the country, 

and the demand for real estate is probably without a parallel in any city of 

Canada. Great and small pieces of land change hands daUy, and each 

succeeding transaction sends the price booming upward. The harvest is 

a rich one and the reapers are plenty and industrious. This is a great 

city." 

There seemed no limit to the possibilities. No doubt there was much 

deception. Even some of the reported sales were probably shams. Truth 

was frequently at a discount. But there was something of the element of 

the Arabian Nights entertainments about the whole movement. 

Such stories as the following were not uncommon: "About five years 

before the boom a well-known citizen purchased five acres outside the limits 

of the city for a suit of clothes. The property so acquired he patented in 

his wife's name, thinking, it is supposed, that the land was of little value. 

The lucky lady sold the five acres at this time for $1,250, and her pur

chaser would not accept twice that sum for his bargain." 

This selling of property outside the city and far away from the pos

sibility of becoming very much more valuable than farm lands, was one of 

the elements that brought disaster to the speculative movement in the end. 

While there might be some possibility of advance in such places as Brandon 

and Portage la Prairie, which were being boomed at the same time; yet for 

smaller towns, such as Crystal City, Pilot Mound, Stonewall, Morris and 

the like, there was certainly no ground for extravagant expectations. But 

when we mention Nelsonville, Pomeroy, Mountain City, Norfolk, Moberly 

and others, which were placed on the Winnipeg market with most gilded 

prospects, we see the hoUowness of the movement. To-day they are deader 

than Troy or Sardis. These towns of the olden time did exist; but the 

boom towns named were never anywhere except upon the town plan. 

Several miles out from Rapid City might be seen years after the boom the 

stakes of the town lots of a to-wn site, whose name even does not seem to 

have survived. 

In January, 1882, there began to be signs of a want of confidence. Then 

the dealers put on a " spu r t . " They advertised heavily, reported great sales, 

and endeavored to keep up the excitement by purely artificial means. Of 

13 
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all the men who threw themselves into the flood to stem the receding tide 

of the boom, the most remarkable was Auctioneer Coolican. He was 

eloquent, aggressive, unscrupulous, and by advertising his sales without 

regard to the commonplace things called facts undertook to "stampede"— 

to use the language of the plains—^the Winnipeg community. But now the 

end was to come. 

The feeling coming from the nervous speculators in the eastern pro

vinces, in Toronto, London and other centres, had ever since New Year's 

been growing more uncertain. Despite all the efforts of the local operators 

confidence slowly diminished. The more timid became very anxious to sell 

out. 

When April came the break-up of the river soon followed and it began 

to be feared that there would be high water. On April 14, it was announced 

by the press: "Coolican leaves to-day for St. Paul, where he proposes to 

dispose of lots in the vicinity of the four corners to the inhabitants of 

the saintly city. ' ' The going of Coolican was ominous. Then a few days 

later the citizens saw the Broadway bridge swept away by the ice gorge in 

the river, and the old-timers told the new-comers that this was the highest 

waters known in years and that there might be a repetition of the flood 

of 1852. With this continued danger to the city and its prospects, the heart 

completely left the speculator and the real estate agent. 

On the 12th of April happened an event which before the close of the 

month brought the close of the boom. This was the desperate attempt to save 

the situation by bringing on new land attractions to tempt the people to 

invest. The great advertisement was thus worded:— 

"Edmonton At Last 

Situated at the 

Head of Navigation 

On the 

North Saskatchewan River. 

In the centre of the richest Gold, Coal, Timber, Mineral and Wheat pro
ducing regions in America. Etc., etc. ' ' 
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For eight days the flaming advertisement continued.. Then it disapt 

peared, having accomplished nothing. Edmonton was the last straw;! 

Every device had failed, and the boom broke. Coolican announced on May 

15: "The boom has returned.' But he was mistaken. 

By the summer of 1882 the boom had gone. Month by month the out

look became darker, until in the foUowing winter, despite the advertising 

merchants, and the still hopeful auctioneers, and the persistent boomsters, 

the admission was generally made that "business was decidedly quiet." 

The real trouble did not immediately fall on the people, but it was plainly 

staring them in the face. Men had withdrawn money from their legitimate 

business to speculate in lands. The lands now fell as no one could have 

imagined they would do. Properties dropped in value to one-third the 

amount of the mortgages upon them. The mortgagor was held by his 

covenants. Owners could not extricate themselves. There was naturally 

little demand, consequently there were few sales. Forced sales gave no 

relief. Mortgage sales filled the advertising columns of the newspapers, 

nightly sales of bankrupt stock were taking place, and legitimate trade was 

disturbed by the slaughtering caused by business failures. 

A good story is told which illustrates how land had become a drug on 

the market: A gentleman who owed some money succeeded in arranging a 

settlement by which he agreed, among other assets, to transfer to his credi

tor one city lot. In making out the deed of transfer he put in twice as much 

land as he had agreed to give, and when the lawyer called his attention to 

it he turned pale and whispered: " F o r heaven's sake don't say a word, I 

didn 't think anyone would notice i t . ' ' 

The financial condition of many of the best men in the city was either 

shaken or destroyed. As an example, a liberal subscription of $11,000 to 

Manitoba College building, given by men thoroughly solvent before the 

boom, was almost completely blotted out. Men who had lived in the winter 

of 1881-2 in a dream of oriental magnificence, now dwelt in the winter 

of 1882-3 in the sad valley of humiliation. 

The boom was over. Financial failure and desolation was on every 

hand. Business character had been weakened by the most -vicious of influences 

—reckless speculation. The collapse of the artificial structure had been 
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inevitable—it was also best from the standpoint of the future. As a 

destructive fire oftentimes proves a blessing to a growing city, so this 

business cataclysm laid waste the mushroom-like growth and cleared the 

ground for the real builders of a permanent prosperity. When the real 

wealth of the country began to be developed and speculation subsided, the 

people of Manitoba had a solid foundation on which to build. Since then, 

on a rational business basis, Winnipeg and the smaller towns, and the 

eountry districts as weU, have reached a degree of solid prosperity of which 

the fictitious values of the boom days were but a faint prophecy. 



CHAPTER XXIII . 

EARLY MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION IN MANITOBA. 

THE STEAMBOAT. 

It is not possible to write comprehensively the history of any country 

without considering its means of communication and transportation. That 

"transportation is the key to population" is true of every part of the 

world, but especially in America has the influx of population and the 

development of the country followed the lines of communication. It would 

be an easy matter to mention cities that originated and grew to greatness 

because of a fortunate position with reference to the currents of travel and 

commerce—such as a fine harbor, a navigable river, the meeting point of 

several highways of traffic. 

Canada was enabled at an early day to pour her wealth into the world's 

markets because of splendid water communication. The fur traders of 

Montreal, the French voyageurs followed the arteries provided by nature 

and discovered our inland lakes and rivers—^the greatest system of water

ways in the world. So, too, the Hudson's Bay Company, ascending the 

Nelson and Churchill rivers, reached the interior and threaded the mazes 

of Rupert's Land. The fur trade was absolutely dependent on the river 

communication of British North America. 

Red River settlement, the predecessor of the Province of Manitoba, was 

largely dependent on the Red river as the avenue by which the outside 

world might be communicated with, by which the accessions to its population 

reached their destination, and by which supplies of all kinds came from the 

home country. It was many years that the people of Red River relied on 

the uncertain methods of river transportation and the still more costly 

freight service furnished by the creaking Red River carts. These means of 

transportation form a picturesque and essential part of early Manitoba 

history. A description of them will also preface the more important story 

of the railroads. 

The first steamer to run on Red river was the "Anson Northrup." 

She was the pioneer—the Columbus of the new Red River world—and 
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her history is interesting. In 1858 two Americans, Messrs. Irvine and 

Blakely, of Minnesota, with their teams, tents and pro-visions crossed the 

state to the Red river to decide whether the river was practicable for steam

boats. They reported to the St. Paul chamber of commerce that for four 

or five months of the year it was navigable from well up toward the source 

of the river down to Fort Garry. The council of commerce offered one 

thousand doUars to any one who would build a steamboat on Red river. 

Captain Anson Northrup offered, if the council would give him two 

thousand dollars, to build a boat in the spring of 1859. The money was 

promised. The captain owned a steamer in Gull Lake, Minnesota. She was 

called the North Star, and was already a historic boat, as her machinery 

had been in the Governor Ramsey, the first steamboat that ever plied on 

the Mississippi above the falls of St. Anthony, at Minneapolis. Two fron

tiersmen, Baldwin Olmstead and Lewis Stone, combined their resources 

and took the machinery, furniture and cabin—^the boiler alone weighing 

eleven thousand pounds—upon sleds, employing thirty-four horses, twenty-

six oxen and thirty men; and started in the middle of one of the coldest 

winters to cross the prairie without road or inhabitants for two hundred 

miles. 

They succeeded. It was a great engineering exploit. T. H. Morse, master 

builder, and J. B. Young, engineer, built the hull, placed her machinery, 

and the Anson Northrup was launched on May 19, 1859. On June 3rd 

the pioneer steamship of Red river started on her first trip to Fort Garry. 

Blakely, one of the promoters, immediately placed a four-horse stage 

on the route from St. Paul, via St. Cloud and Port Abercrombie, to con

nect with the new steamer on Red river. On his arrival at Red River, 

Blakely found the steamer laid up at Port Abercrombie, after her return 

from Port Garry. He had to build a flat boat to carry Sir Francis Sykes' 

hunting party and two Scottish ladies, whom he had contracted to conduct 

safely from St. Paul to Fort Garry. In his absence from St. Paul his part

ner, Mr. J. C. Burbank, had bought the Anson Northrup from its owners— 

and so Blakely and a friend, Captain Bell, journeyed down the river on a 

visit to Fort Garry, " to make acquaintance," as he says, "with the inter

esting people of Port Garry. ' ' 
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About the same time as the machinery of the -Ajison Northrup was 

being placed on Red river. Captain J . B. Davis and Mr. E. D. Robinson 

bought the steamer Freighter, a Mississippi boat, and started up the 

Minnesota river, intending to pass through Big Stone Lake, over the port

age of Lake Traverse, and so down the Red river, which flows from that 

lake. An accident, however, occurred to the vessel on Big Stone Lake, 

during the winter of 1860-61. In consequence of this she was deserted, 

and her works were dragged along the banks of the Red river down to the 

Hudson's Bay Company post at Georgetown. The Messrs. Burbank here 

built the large steamer International, a stern-wheeler, flat-bottomed 

vessel of the Mississippi model, which long remained the largest of the Red 

river fleet—indeed she was rather too large for the shaUows and rapids 

and serpentine turnings of the Red river. 

The International began her career in 1862, running down to Fort 

Garry. Until 1864 the Red River trade was carried on by the Anson North

rup and the International, when the boats were sold to Mr..N. W. Kittson 

^which, no doubt, meant the Hudson's Bay Company. 

Norman W. Kittson was the chief factor in the Red river steamboat 

history of those years. A Canadian by birth, he had come lo Fort Garry 

and settled in St. Boniface, marrying into the respected family of Marions. 

He was a free trader, as the independent fur traders were caUed. In the 

course of time he returned to St. Paul, and, as we have said, managed the 

two steamers, which well preserved the monopoly of the company. When 

it served the purpose of the company, the Anson Northrup was laid aside, 

and the International for some time continued to run down Red river 

several trips a year, but to carry only Hudson's Bay Company freight. I t 

will thus be seen that the Chinese wall of exclusion was still (1864-1870) 

being kept up, and that the settlers and importers of Red River were still 

compelled to use the " o x " or " p o n y " cart for more than ten years after 

the appearance of the Anson Northrup, which had promised deliverance 

when she made her advent. The Kittson line thus became the representa

tive of a transport monopoly. I t was a trust or combine of the early Red 

river days. Kittson was the commodore. 
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Finally a new factor in steamboating, and also transportation by land, 

appeared in the person of James J . HiU. " J i m " Hill, as he has been 

familiarly called for more than thirty years, is a Canadian who came to 

the west without friends or means. He is to-day the magnate of the Great 

Northern Railroad, and often called an empire-builder because of what he 

has done to develop the North-West. His great projects and schemes of 

finance have made his reputation world-wide. In the year 1871 he took a 

hand in Red river transportation, and there was surely room in the oppres

sive rates being charged. He built a new steamboat on Red river. 

The name of the new steamer of Hill, Griggs and Co., was the Selkirk. 

She was smaller than the International, and more suited to the draught of 

the river and the frequent rapids. A writer of the time, speaking of her 

first trip to Winnipeg on AprU 29, 1871, says: "She was loaded to her 

hurricane deck with freight and a few passengers.'' Even the rates of the 

Selkirk were extortionate. It is said that her first cargo almost paid the 

whole cost of her construction. As the new steamer was said to be a protest 

against the International of the old monopoly, she landed her freight not 

opposite Port Garry, but at the foot of the present Lombard street, where 

Bannatyne and Begg had erected a warehouse to receive her goods. 

Notwithstanding their success the owners of the Selkirk determined to 

secure all the river traffic to themselves. Finding out that the International 

was a British bottom, belonging to the Hudson's Bay Company, they 

invoked the United States government and had her stopped. This was 

regarded as a piece of sharp practice, since the International had been 

running without objection for nine years. This action lost the Selkirk and 

its owners all sympathy on the part of the people, who turned back to give 

their patronage to the Hudson's Bay Company. The matter of papers was 

adjusted by Mr. Kittson, who was now an American citizen, assuming the 

ownership of the International. 

While the Selkirk had reaped a rich harvest from her first trip, yet her 

trade feU off completely. HUl, Griggs and Co. were compelled to sell out 

to Kittson, and the old monopoly came back now under Commodore Kittson, 

with the Selkirk, the International and the Dakota. 
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For years the Selkirk kept her place of following down the ice as it 

went out of Red river—was always " the first boat." During the winter 

time everything in the shops of Winnipeg had been eaten if eatable—or pur

chased if of any use. The shops were as lean in spring as bruin coming out 

of his lair. A writer of the time says that the invariable reply of the shop

keeper to a would-be purchaser's want was: "We are out of the article just 

now, but call around in a few weeks, it will be here by the first boat.' ' 

A competitor of the steamboat soon arrived in the shape of the flat-

boat. ' ' At this time,' ' to quote a description of the period, ' ' the banks of 

the river, opposite the city, usually presented a lively appearance during 

the summer months, on account of the numerous flat-boatmen who carried 

on a trade with the housekeepers and others of the town. Indeed, the river 

had a very celestial appearance from the fact of the number of floating 

stores, which, Chinese-like, did business at the levee, and to such an extent 

was this system carried on that the merchants complained seriously.'' The 

merchants regarded with jealousy the wandering traders. To the com

munity it appeared otherwise. Undoubtedly the competition kept the 

traders and merchants in check. The opinions of the merchants reacted to 

some extent on the steamboat company, which was a loser by the flat-boat

men, and consequently they were kept in check too. 

The weight of the Kittson carrying trade monopoly did not become 

any more pleasant to bear. A number of Winnipeg merchants formed a 

company and subscribed stock to originate a rival company. To accomplish 

their purpose they were compelled to form a company of American citizens 

in order that the bonding laws of the United States might be conformed to. 

James Douglas, a Canadian who had become an American citizen, was 

manager of the company, li-ving between Moorhead and Winnipeg. Two 

beautiful steamers—their hulls having been brought from Cincinnati— 

were built in Moorhead, the machinery being made in Minneapolis. The 

capital was $50,000, and was chiefly subscribed in Winnipeg. The vessels 

were named the Manitoba and the Minnesota. 

The steamer Manitoba reached Winnipeg May 21, 1875, with one 

hundred and two cabin passengers, one hundred and fifty-seven deck pas

sengers, and three hundred and sixty-five tons of freight. A reception was 
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held aboard the vessel during the evening, and the ladies of Winnipeg pre

sented the captain with a set of colors amid great popular enthusiasm. The 

vessel then gave her visitors a moonlight excursion. The twin ship, the 

Minnesota ,arrived at Winnipeg on May 23rd. 

I t was now hoped that the monopoly was broken and commerce would 

be free. Unfortunately, three weeks later a collision occurred between the 

Manitoba and the International. The Manitoba was disabled and the new 

transportation company had only one boat. Many of the public were con

vinced that the International had run into the other vessel intentionaUy. 

The new line was really beset within and without by enemies. It had now 

faUen into financial difficulties. 

The enterprise, of such great promise, ended in the company seUing 

out to the Kittson line. Alexander Begg, speaking of the matter, says: " A 

number of the smaUer shareholders in the city lost all or nearly all they 

had, while some of the larger stockholders afterwards received stock in the 

Kittson line, thus -virtually taking a hand in the monopoly which they 

had pre-viously been crying do-wn for such a length of t ime." 

This was the status of river transportation in Manitoba before the 

advent of the railroad. 

THE RED RIVER CART. 

The Hudson's Bay Company steamboat monopoly would have been 

destructive of all other mercantile enterprises at Red River had there not 

been other means of transportation. The merchants supplied their needs in 

this direction by sending trains of carts to St. Paul or St. Cloud, Minne

sota, to bring in their goods. The requirements of land transportation in 

this region led to the evolution of a vehicle of such picturesque usefulness 

that it belongs, in history, alongside of the Mexican carreta, the Rocky 

Mountain pack-saddle, and the northern dog-sledge. If the Ojibway Indians 

found the birch-bark canoe and the snowshoe so useful that they assigned 

their origin to the Manitou, then certainly it was a happy thought when the 

famous Red River cart was similarly evolved. 
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These two-wheeled vehicles were entirely of wood, without a scrap of 

iron in their manufacture. The wheels are large, being five feet in diame

ter, and are three inches thick. The felloes are fastened to one another by 

tongues of wood, and pressure in revolving keeps them from falling apart. 

The hubs are thick and very strong. The axles are wood alone, and even 

the lynch pins are wooden. A light box frame, tightened by wooden pegs, 

is fastened by the same agency, and poised upon the axle. The price of a 

cart in Red River of old was two pounds. 

The harness for the horse which drew the cart was made of roughly 

tanned ox hide, which was locally known as " shagganappi." The name 

"shagganappi" has in later years been transferred to the small-sized horse 

used, which is thus called a "shagganappi pony." The carts were drawn by 

single ponies, or in some cases by stalwart oxen. These oxen were harnessed 

and wore a collar, not the barbarous yoke which the ox has borne from time 

immemorial. The ox in harness has a swing of majesty as he goes upon his 

journey. The Indian pony, with a load of four or five hundred pounds in 

a cart behind him, -will go at a measured jog-trot fifty or sixty miles a day. 

Hea-vy freighting carts made a journey of about twenty miles a day, the 

load being about eight hundred pounds. 

A train of carts of great length was sometimes made to go upon some 

long expedition, or for protection from the thie-vish or hostile bands of 

Indians. A brigade consisted of ten carts, under the charge of three men. 

Five or six brigades were joined in one train, and this was placed under the 

charge of a guide, who was vested with much authority. He rode on horse

back forward, marshaUing his forces, including the management of the 

spare horses or oxen, which often amounted to twenty per cent, of the num

ber of those drawing the carts. The stopping places, chosen for good grass 

and plentiful supply of water, the time of halting, the management of 

the brigades, and aU the details of a considerable camp were under the 

care of this officer-in-chief. 

One of the most notable cart trails and freighting roads on the prairies 

was that from Fort Garry to St. Paul, Minnesota. This was an exceUent 

road, on the west side of the Red river, through Dakota territory for some 

two hundred miles, and then, by crossing the Red river into Minnesota, the 
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road led for two hundred and fifty miles down to St. Paul. At the period 

when the Sioux Indians were in revolt and the massacre of the whites took 

place in 1862, this route was dangerous, and the road, though not so smooth 

and not so dry, was followed on the east side of Red river. 

Every season about three hundred carts, employing one hundred men, 

departed from Fort Garry to go upon the " t r i p , " as it was called, to St. 

Paul, or in later times to St. Cloud, when the railway had reached that 

place. The visit of this band coming from the north, with their wooden 

carts, "shagganappi" ponies, and harnessed oxen, bringing huge bales of 

precious furs, awakened great interest in St. Paul. The late J . W. Taylor, 

who for about a quarter of a century held the position of American consul 

at Winnipeg, was wont to describe most graphically the advent, as he saw 

it, of this strange expedition, coming, like a Midianitish caravan in the east, 

to trade at the central mart. 

On the Hudson's Bay Company reserve of five hundred acres around 

Fort Garry was a wide camping ground for the " t r ippe r s" and traders. 

Day after day was fixed for the departure, but still the traders lingered. 

After much leave-taking the great train started. It was a sight to be 

remembered. The gaily-caparisoned horses, the hasty farewells, the hurry 

of women and children, the multitude of dogs, the balky horses, the sub

duing and harnessing of restless ponies, all made it a picturesque day. The 

train in motion appealed not only to the eye, but to the ear as well, the 

wooden axles creaked, and the creaking of a train with every cart contribut

ing its dismal share, could be heard more than a mile away. 

FoUowing the example of the fur company, the merchants of Winni

peg, as we have said, employed like agencies for transporting their supplies 

from the railroad points in Minnesota. But even with the Red River cart 

in the winter and the steamboat in the summer, the merchants were often 

"out of" the commonest commodities. A writer says: " I n 1869 and 1870 

we had a mail to and from the east once a week, via Pembina, and to and 

from the Portage and Stone Port every Tuesday. This was the extent of 

our postal accommodation. We had neither stage line, express nor steam

boat running to and from Winnipeg for the purpose of carrying passen-
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gers, and a traveler, therefore, had to depend entirely on his own resources 

to enable him to come to and leave Winnipeg." 

Under date "For t Garry, November 18, 1870," "Notice is hereby 

given that an application will be made at the first meeting of the legislature 

of Manitoba for an Act to incorporate a joint stock company for the con

struction of a railway from some point on Lake Manitoba, passing through 

the town of Winnipeg, and to connect with the nearest of the Minnesotan 

railways"—^but it was eight long years before the bands of steel reached 

the Red river. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

THE BUILDING OF THE RAILWAYS. 

After Rome had conquered a nation she made roads to that nation. 

So she was in easy communication with the remotest parts of her empire, 

and they with her. Por both political and commercial reasons it was neces

sary that Canada should adopt the same policy in binding together her con

federated provinces. In this connection, Mr. WiUson, who wrote of Lord 

Strathcona, says: "Long before the confederation of the North American 

possessions had become an accomplished fact, a small band of zealous, far-

seeing men in Canada had perceived that, bound up with the political 

question, was a project of infinite commercial and industrial importance, 

upon which the real prosperity and cohesion of the provinces would surely 

depend. They had to endure much opposition, and even ridicule, because 

the work of building so gigantic a railway by a country of only three mil

lion inhabitants seemed preposterous." 

Says Sir E. W. Watkin: " I t was in 1848, or almost immediately after 

the completion of the magnificent canal system of Canada proper, that the 

Canadians discovered it was necessary, notwithstanding their unrivalled 

inland na-vigation, to combine with it an equally good raUway communi

cation; and accordingly, in 1849 an Act was passed by the Canadian 

government pledging a six per cent, guarantee on one-half the cost of all 

railways made under its provisions. . . With a few and unimportant 

exceptions, the railway system of Canada cannot be said to have com

menced until after the passing of the Railway Act of 1849, and even then 

it was not for about a year that any progress was made. Soon after that 

date, however, the works of several lines were pushed forward. So, whilst 

in 1852 Canada could only boast of about thirty miles of railway, she has 

(in 1886) over ten thousand miles." 

Between 1850 and 1886 was a long time. Not until the last seven 

years of that period was the isolation of Manitoba broken down by the 

arrival of the iron horse. Situated in the heart of the American continent, 

the only method of reaching its capital city of six thousand people was by 

a toilsome overland route of hundreds of miles, or by following the 
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meanderings of Red river in a stern-wheel steamboat of the Mississippi 

model. And while the American territories to the south, favored with raU 

communication, were rapidly expanding through the great tide of immigra

tion, the splendidly f ertUe Red River valley was practically unattainable. 

Not that this condition was endured placidly by the people of Manitoba. 

Public meeting, mass meeting, indignation meeting, delegation to Ottawa, 

attempt at local railway building, clamors for a bridge, criticism of the slow 

approach of the Yankee railway, threats of appealing to the foot of the 

throne, general denunciation of everybody in authority—all had been tried 

without success. 

The construction of a transcontinental Canadian railway was imbedded 

in the plan of provincial confederation. British Columbia entered the 

Dominion with the express stipulation that the government should secure 

" the commencement of the construction of a railway from the Pacific 

towards the Rocky Mountains, and from such point as may be selected east 

of the Rocky Mountains towards the Pacific to connect the seaboard of 

British Columbia with the railway system of Canada, and, further, to 

secure the completion of such railway within ten years from the date ot 

union" (1871). The Canadian government was thus pledged to build 

the national highway. 

In 1872 Sir John Macdonald gave a charter to the Canadian Pacific 

Railway, which was a union of two bodies of rivals led by Sir Hugh Allan, 

of Montreal, and Senator McPherson, of Toronto, respectively. The charge 

was soon made that American money had been given to the Canadian 

Pacific bribery fund. This charge overthrew the government of Sir John 

Macdonald, and led to the formation of the government of Hon. Alexander 

Mackenzie on November 5, 1873. Having appealed to the country, Macken

zie was sustained by a very large majority. He then undertook the admin

istration of the railway as a national work, and intended to build it grad

ually in sections. 

The Mackenzie government was cautious, and rather anxious to prove 

that their opponents, who claimed to be "patr iots ," were really "madmen." 

The new government also sought to arrange with British Columbia to 

escape the ten years' promise. They undertook to give as speedily as pos-
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sible a railway from Lake Superior to Manitoba, and a line from St. Boni

face to the boundary to connect with the system of American raUways. 

Meanwhile during the construction of the section from Lake Superior to 

Red River they sought to utilize the water stretches by which Wolseley had 

brought his troops from Lake Superior to Winnipeg. 

Year after year passed, and few links in the great system had been 

completed. The premier argued that Canada was too poor a country to 

carry out so great a project within the stipulated time. But every year of 

delay meant growing impatience on the part of the people whose welfare 

depended on the highway. Early in 1874 a deputation from Manitoba 

waited on the premier, to urge the speedy construction of the branch rail

way to Pembina. Mackenzie, however, was unable to see the value of a road 

that would stop short at Pembina, without any connection with the Ameri

can lines. 

However, in 1875 the Pembina branch, sixty miles long, on the east 

side of Red river, was graded. The contractor for this branch was Mr. 

William Whitehead, an Englishman who in Canada had been engaged in 

railway construction, and had run the first engine made by Stephenson on 

the first railway in England. On October 14, 1875, his engineers left 

Emerson, having located the railway to the boundary. Two weeks later the 

work stopped at Emerson, and contractor, engineer and workmen all with

drew. Again came a great disappointment for the Red River people. Mr. 

Mackenzie was ready enough to complete this Pembina branch, but claimed 

there could be no need for finishing it until the St. Paul and Pacific, the 

American railway that was proposed as its connection, could be extended 

to meet the Pembina line. 

This objection thus stated by the premier is said to have determined 

Mr. Donald A. Smith to enter with his friends into the purchase and re-

invigoration of the St. Paul and Pacific RaUway. He had long urged the 

construction of railroads as the factor of first importance in the develop

ment of the Canadian west, and it was now time for him to enter practi

cally the domain of railway finance and promotion. He saw the oppor

tunity to effect a master stroke in a new department of activity, he realized 

the vast developments that depended on his success, and with the same 
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resolute energy that marked his career as a fur trader and a statesman he 

applied himself to the solution of the Manitoba railway problem. 

The fortunes of the Pembina branch were intimately bound up with 

the St. Paul and Pacific Railway. This railway was not only essential at 

the time to Manitoba, but was the foundation of the fortunes of several of 

our greatest Canadians. 

So long before as 1857 a grant of land had been passed by the Ameri

can federal government to the territory of Minnesota to assist a railway 

known as the Minnesota and Pacific, to connect the city of St. Paul with 

the head waters of the Red river. In the same year a charter was given by 

the territorial legislature to this company with a capital of five miUion 

dollars. Por several years obstacle after obstacle prevented the company 

taking action, one of great magnitude being the Sioux massacre of 1862. 

In this very year the name assumed by the company was the St. Paul and 

Pacific, but it was now the era of the great civil war, and all enterprise in 

the United States was checked. Year by year extension was made of the 

ten miles first built between St. Paul and Minneapolis, but it was not until 

1871 that the railway, having built 217 miles in all, reached a point on the 

upper Red river called Breckenridge. 

At this time, without money to pay their laborers, the company had the 

active opposition of the Northern Pacific Railway, which absorbed all the 

money available for railway building in the North-West. With such a pro

gressive rival, the great project which had meant so much seemed doomed. 

Its American manipulators had already hoodwinked their trustful Dutch 

bondholders in Amsterdam until by 1873 the railway was mortgaged to 

the highest amount possible. A receiver was appointed, and the court 

required five millions of dollars to be deposited to finish the remaining 

fifty-six miles of grading and the 241 miles of ironing still required to 

complete the construction. Already completely bankrupt, the panic of 1873 

seemed to place the final seal of faUure on the enterprise. Without a green 

sprig of hope from the St. Paul and Pacific, with the construction of the 

Canadian Pacific indefinitely postponed by the overthrow of the Macdonald 

ministry, Manitoba's railway prospects were dreary indeed. 

14 
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Then it was that a new group of railway builders appeared on the 

scene. Four men worked the miracle. They were Donald A. Smith, his 

cousin George Stephen, both Canadianized Scotchmen, James J . Hill and 

Norman W. Kittson, native born Canadians residing in the United States. 

The project involved the buying of more than twenty million dollars' 

worth of bonds, varying in price from eleven to seventy-five cents on the 

dollar. 

On May 23, 1879, the St. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway 

Company was formed, with George Stephen, president; James J. HUl, 

general manager, and Donald A. Smith, chief director. Having obtained 

possession of the stock, the new company issued eight million dollars of new 

stock, which was all taken up on the market in New York. 

In due time the railway was completed to the international boundary, 

a number of daring Canadians were made millionaires by the successful 

outcome of the venture, and Manitoba obtained the railroad for which she 

had so long unsuccessfully struggled. 

In the meantime, however, Manitoba had obtained a railway within her 

own territory. Joseph Whitehead had largely completed his contract on 

the Pembina branch in 1875, although the work was allowed to stand until 

1878, when the new conditions enabled the government to resume work on 

the branch. In this year the contract was finished by the contracting firm 

of Upper and Willis, who completed the seven miles' gap south of St. 

Boniface, and repaired the old grade, somewhat injured by the storms and 

high water of three years. By making temporary bridges the contractors 

were able to give the people the use of the railway a year sooner than the 

contract demanded. 

On Tuesday, November 3,1878, the great opening day had come. About 

nine o'clock the train started from St. Boniface to carry a special party, 

invited by the contractors, to witness the "driving of the last spike," a few 

miles north of the boundary line near Emerson. Among the Manitobans 

present were: Senator Sutherland, James H. Rowan, Consul Taylor, G. B. 

Spencer, A. G. B. Bannatyne, Capt. Scott, W. H. Lyon, T. Nixon, G. Brown, 

Alex. Logan, Thomas Howard, D. W. Stobart, G. S. McTavish, W. F . AUo-

way, J. F . Bain, S. Blanchard, A. F . Eden, Jacob Smith, J. S. McGuire, 
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C. N. Bell. The train officers were: P. Hayward, conductor; C. D. Vana-

man, engineer, J . Donavan, fireman. The train consisted of a locomotive, 

three flat cars and a caboose. 

It was a new sensation for men such as Messrs. Bannatyne, Logan and 

McTavish, who had gone in the York boats in summer and the dog train 

in winter, who had journeyed overland on the Red River cart, and after

wards in the Blakely stages or the Red river steamboat, now to rush over 

their well-known prairies at a speed before unthought of, and to see the 

outlook in the future which all this betokened. The sight of an Indian's 

wigwam prompted a describer of the scene to say that ' ' the wigwam beside 

the railway was simply another seal set upon his now hopeless life, another 

mark of the red man's disappearance before the white.' ' 

At noon the train arrived at the Roseau river, where Dominion City 

now stands, and at the small station of Penza, half way between the Roseau 

river and the boundary line, the place of the ceremonial was reached. One 

hundred and twenty-five yards of track had been left unlaid to show the visi

tors how speedily and expertly this part of railway work is done. Contractor 

Willis stood precisely half way in the gap, and gave the order to the work

men to proceed. The two gangs worked with might and main, but the north

erners had the better of it, though the men from the south also claimed 

the victory. The gap was now closed, and the rails were cut to their proper 

length, and all was ready for the function. The ladies of the party were 

asked to drive the spike. All took a turn and the rails were well and truly 

laid. 

The train now ran back to the camp, ten miles north of the Roseau 

river, where a bountiful spread was partaken of, and the health of the 

Queen, the president of the United States, and the contractors, was drunk, 

the last being fitly proposed by Consul Taylor. This train carried the 

first consignment of freight from Winnipeg to Dominion City. 

The new era of affairs was ushered in by the railroad. It made pos

sible a journey from Ontario to Winnipeg in three days, even in mid

winter, whereas only a few years before the distance could not have been 

covered in less than double as many weeks. From its previous isolation, 

Manitoba was bound by steel rails with the rest of the continent. The 
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building of the raUroad chronicled another event in the process by which 

the world is coming to be aU of a piece. Once every little community could 

live by itself, could make its own clothes, waggons, tools and all the articles 

necessary for its existence. With the coming of railroad, telegraph, tele

phone, etc., closer relations were established, and communities and states 

have become dependent on each other. 

The Pembina branch was a local road. It was a tap root reaching 

through the rich Red River valley, and intended to pour its transported 

wealth into the great trunk line between the east and the west. I t was 

nearly seven years after the celebration just described before the great 

national highway system became complete, involving in the meantime a 

change of government and a reorganization of the financial affairs of the 

railway. 

The Canadian Pacific Railway, as it to-day extends from the tide 

water of the Atlantic to the shores of the Pacific, was not built originally 

as one organic road; its units were gradually pieced together, and the sys

tem developed rather than was constructed according to plan. I t is, to quote 

a description written in the eighties,' ' a mixture of the new and the old. The 

first section, from Quebec to IMontreal, is an old friend, the North Shore 

Railway, once possessed by the Grand Trunk Company, and sold back to 

the Canadian government for the purposes of extending the Pacific route 

to tidewater at Quebec and making one management throughout. From 

Montreal to Ottawa, and beyond, is another section of older-made line. 

The piece from Port Arthur to Winnipeg is an older railway, made by the 

Canadian government. Again, on the Pacific there is the British Columbia 

Government Railway. All the rest, round the head of Lake Superior up 

to Port Arthur, from Winnipeg across the great prairies to Calgary, and 

one to and across the Rocky Mountains, the crossing of the Selkirk and 

other Columbian ranges, is new railway—with works daring and 

wonderful.'' 

The Mackenzie government was defeated in October, 1878. The result 

of its cautious raUroad poUcy was that not two hundred mUes had been 

laid down of a road which was intended to comprise thousands. This fact 

did much to discredit the Liberal party with the people, and at the general 
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elections Sir John Macdonald and his Conservative supporters went into 

power by a large majority. 

Railroad building under government auspices had proved neither 

effective nor rapid. The new government was unable to induce capital to 

undertake the immense project, and progress under its own efforts was 

slow. 

The power and resources that had transformed the old St. Paul and 

Pacific from a line of rust into a well equipped and profit-earning railroad 

were now turned to the succor of the Canadian Pacific. Mr. Donald Smith, 

who had returned to his old aUegiance with the Macdonald government, 

and his associates formed, in the summer of 1880, ' ' the syndicate.'' When 

Parliament assembled in the following December, its tenders for the com

pletion of the Canadian Pacific were laid before the House of Commons. 

The contract finally approved between the government and the syndicate 

contained the following essential provisions: The railway from Montreal to 

Port Moody to be completed by 1891; the syndicate was to receive 

$25,000,000 and 25,000,000 acres of land, in blocks alternating with govern

ment blocks, along the railway. A provision deser-ving of mention because 

of its prominence in later railway history of Manitoba, was that no com

peting line should be built in the North-West south of the Canadian Pacific 

and connecting with the American lines for a space of twenty years. 

Immediately " the syndicate," meaning thereby the combination of 

Montreal capitalists who were going to complete the Canadian Pacific, 

became the subject of daily discussion through the west. There was a wide

spread fear that this combination would become dangerous to the political 

liberties of the country, that the syndicate promoters would secure privi

leges that would make them immensely wealthy, and that they would be an 

' ' octopus'' to fasten themselves upon the farming community in oppressing 

it. How exaggerated this feeling was is seen in the fact that a leading 

journal spoke of the "Syndicate Horror." Some color was given to this 

fear by the action of the Dominion government in -withdrawing large por

tions of the future railway belt from settlement, in their reducing the size 

of the homestead to eighty acres, and in the tendency to favor capitalists 

and speculators at the expense of the settler. 
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There can be no doubt that this period was very unfortunate so far as 

immigration was concerned. There was a large immigration, it is true, but 

land restrictions drove tens of thousands of Canadians to the open lands of 

Dakota. Thirty thousand native-born Canadians settled in solid counties 

south of the boundary line in North Dakota, and so much of the best blood 

of Canada was taken from our body politic. 

It is true on the other hand that the syndicate, now the Canadian 

Pacific Railway, was the only hope for the settlement of the Canadian west. 

They were not responsible for the land regulations. They were patriotic 

Canadians. They have worked hard for Canada, they have maintained a 

splendid ser-vice from ocean to ocean, and Canadian prosperity has been 

inseparable from the success of the Canadian Pacific Railway. 

The eyes of Canada were now on the Canadian Pacific as its steel rails 

were rapidly laid across the continent. Population moved apace with its 

progress, towns sprang up where only a short while before the buffalo had 

grazed, and many a neglected region was brought into the prominence that 

its fertility deserved. Winnipeg was the centre of operations. The iron 

band was gradually being thrust from Winnipeg eastward through the rocks 

to Lake Superior, and also from this point the line was being extended to 

the west. 

The status of the Canadian Pacific Railway in 1881 is graphically 

illustrated by a time card that was issued on June 13th of that year. At 

that date the Canadian Pacific western lines were practically confined to 

Manitoba. From reference to a map of the system which was pictured on a 

freight tariff that also went into effect June 13, 1881, it appears that Port

age la Prairie was the western terminus, Rat Portage the eastern, and com

munication with the outside world was obtained by way of Emerson, where 

connection was made with the St. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railroad. 

In those early days of the history of the province, the main line west 

was situated somewhat north of the present line, and the time card shows 

the names of towns which are seldom heard at the present day. There was 

a daily ser-vice south and west, and east as far as Cross Lake, from which 

point to Rat Portage a bi-weekly service was run. The running time of 

this early service cannot be pointed to with any degree of pride as com-
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pared with the present-day schedule of the system, which is now one of the 

greatest in the world. The fifty-five and a half mile run to Portage la Prairie 

was made in five hours and forty minutes, with a stop at Poplar Heights 

for refreshments, gi-ving the actual running rate of a fraction over ten 

miles an hour. 

Immigration increased with the building of the railroad, and, of 

course, its direction depended much upon the proposed route of the rail

way. By August, 1881, we have seen that the line was in operation to 

Portage la Prairie. The surveyed route which for years had been regarded 

as the future direction of the Canadian Pacific Railway ran northwestward 

from Portage la Prairie. It had been the line of settlement for thousands 

of settlers who had preceded the railway and made improvements on the 

land. Old timers, such as Archbishop Tache, were in the habit of calling 

this route, which ran almost directly toward the junction of the North and 

South Saskatchewan rivers, and thence up the North Saskatchewan to 

Edmonton, " the fertile belt." 

Notwithstanding that it was a great disappointment and loss to the 

settlers who had for ten years been settling along the old projected line, with 

startling suddenness the railway company changed its route, turned directly 

west instead of northwest, crossed the Assiniboine river at Brandon, where 

there was not a house yet built, and pushed westward. It was claimed that 

the route was shorter; it has never been claimed that it was better than the 

old line through the fertile belt. An interesting event, indicative of the 

power of the railroad over the development of communities, was the great 

sale of Brandon lots conducted in the city of Winnipeg soon after the 

change in the line was announced. 

Even before the Canadian Pacific was completed from end to end, the 

provision which we have referred to as excluding any competing line from 

building a road within a certain number of miles of the international 

boundary, had aroused a rankling feeling of injustice and opposition to 

the great national highway. Manitoba, it was declared, did not receive 

justice. To the people the restriction seemed tyrannical. In Ontario the 

Great Western Railway connected eastward across the Niagara river and 
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westward across the Detroit into the United States. Why should this not 

be in Manitoba? 

Accordingly, in 1881, the local legislature gave an Act of incorporation 

to the South Eastern Railway. The Dominion government in January, 

1883, disallowed this Act and all Manitoba was angry. The three reasons 

given for disallowance were disputed. These were (1) the Dominion had 

legally the power; (2) it was right to do so; (3) the former government 

of Hon. Alex. Mackenzie had disallowed Acts. The people were unwilling 

to admit that the policy of the Dominion government in making the Cana

dian Pacific Railway the only line to approach the boundary was binding 

on Manitoba, and in a few months the movement of opposition became 

widespread. The Manitoba Home Rights Provincial League issued a 

protest among other things against the federal veto of pro-vincial railway 

charters. The Farmers' Protective and Co-operative Union was formed, 

and at a fiery Farmers' Convention held in Winnipeg it was resolved ' ' that 

the province should insist upon the right of the local government to 

charter railways anywhere in Manitoba free from any interference." The 

Disallowance Act led to a long controversy, and finally caused the over

throw of the Norquay government. 

Under the energetic direction of Mr. (now Sir) William C. Van 

Home, who had charge of the actual construction of the road, the Cana

dian Pacific was rushed to completion. On November 7, 1885, more than 

five years before the time designated by the contract for the completion of 

the work, the bond between ocean and ocean was united, and at a remote 

spot in British Columbia the driving of the last spike celebrated to the 

world the consummation of a stupendous enterprise. 

A special train bore to the west Donald A. Smith; Sanford Fleming, 

the great engineer; WiUiam Van Home, president; Major Rogers, the 

celebrated discoverer of Rogers Pass over the Selkirks; J. M. Egan, the 

energetic superintendent; and Superintendent Haney, of British Colum

bia. The connection was made, Donald A. Smith drove the last spike, and 

the west bound train ran over the junction. From "Last Spike Office," 

CraigeUachie, via Eagle, British Columbia, the news was wired to the 
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world. The Queen sent a message of congratulation, and Canada became 
a united Dominion. 

Upon the building of the Canadian Pacific, to quote the words of 

another writer, "depended the entire western expansion of Canada and her 

access to the commerce of the lands and peoples beyond the waters of the 

Pacific." It was the first trunk line to cross Manitoba. As the pioneer 

railway, its influence in developing the province can hardly be overstated. 

It gave an outlet for the products of a fertile country, it encouraged immi

gration, it gave access to new regions beyond the restricted limits of the 

Red river, it stimulated industry and growth on every hand. 

These very results, foUowing so rapidly the building of the pioneer 

railway, made necessary and offered attractive advantages to other railways. 

The Canadian Pacific was the first in the field, and retained that position 

for several years. But beginning in the late eighties, a remarkable activity 

in railroad building set in, and now from the great central city of Winni

peg one may count a dozen radiating lines that network and traverse prac

tically all the available portions of the province. Nor has the activity 

ceased, and it is now promised that in a few years Canada will have three 

transcontinental trunk lines instead of one. Each one crosses the Pro

vince of Manitoba and in doing so confers additional benefits of transpor

tation and development. 

But there was a struggle before Manitoba was permitted to benefit from 

other railways than the Canadian Pacific. The Dominion government per

sisted in refusing to allow any railway to be built from Winnipeg to the 

boundary, being bound by its contract to the Canadian Pacific to veto any 

such project. The result was a deadlock between the Dominion and the 

pro-vince. It was a question of provincial against federal rights. 

The people of Manitoba pushed on their representatives to assert what 

the'y claimed as a pro-vincial right. Premier Norquay, at the head of the 

provincial government in 1888, was unable to resist this pressure. The 

local government was compelled—illegal from the Dominion government 

standpoint though it was—to carry out the will, and, law or no law, to 

build the Red River Valley Railway, running on the west side of the Red 

river to West Lynn and to connect with the Northern Pacific at Pembina. 
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The position of Premier Norquay was that of being placed between 

two fires. To disobey Sir John Macdonald, his political chief at Ottawa, 

seemed like political suicide, but the "vox populi" compelled him to build 

the local railway, even though he could get no secure right of way. During 

the summer of 1887 Ryan and Haney, under direction of the Norquay 

government, built a portion of the railway, but there was no money to 

pay them for the work they had done. The city of Winnipeg was really the 

only body in Manitoba that had any credit, and the city of Winnipeg was 

anxious to have the railway. In his extremity Premier Norquay made a 

new contract with other contractors to finish the railway, and appealed to 

the representatives of the city of Winnipeg to purchase three hundred 

thousand dollars of their bonds. His government transferred 256,000 acres 

of their lands to this company, and this has been always, even in late 

years, a fruitful subject of dispute. The city hesitated. The winter, it 

was said, was come, and there was no need till spring for any bargain. But 

the railway contractors were in straits and were calling on the government 

for their pay. 

The difficulties of Premier Norquay increased. He was being followed 

by the opposition with the greatest fury. They asserted at one time that 

he was not true to the province and would betray it; they asserted at 

another time that he had not the confidence of the Ottawa government and 

was useless. A caucus of the premier's party in the local legislature was 

held, and Mr. Norquay resigned. Dr. Harrison then became premier, with 

Hon. Dr. Wilson and Hon. C. E. Hamilton as colleagues, and undertook 

this high responsibility which, as we shall see, lasted only a few days. 

The legislature met on January 11, 1888. The defeated ministry was 

still at the helm, but the caucus of their supporters Jiad been held and it was 

agreed that they should resign, and that the governor should be requested 

to call on Mr. Greenway to form a ministry. Premier Greenway undertook 

to form the new ministry, and announced the successful completion of his 

task on January 25, 1888. He became commissioner of agriculture and 

immigration. Hon. Joseph Martin was attorney-general and railway com

missioner ; Hon. James Smart, commissioner of public works; Hon. Lyman 

M. Jones, provincial treasurer; and Hon. James P. Prendergast, provincial 
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secretary. On going before their constituencies, the new ministers were all 

returned, two of them by acclamation and the other three by large 

majorities. 

On reassembling on March 1st, the house adjourned to aUow a depu

tation of the new government to visit Ottawa to confer with the Dominion 

government in regard to the disallowance. Messrs. Greenway and Martin 

knew the odds against which they fought, but even a strong government 

and a powerful railway corporation did not deter them, for they felt that 

a united province stood behind them. The negotiations began rather doubt

fully, but soon looked more roseate. 

Lord Lansdowne, it was understood, brought great pressure on Sir 

John Macdonald for settlement, and it was stated that a letter from Lord 

Salisbury had been received at Ottawa declaring that the Imperial govern

ment was in favor of the contention of Manitoba. Premier Greenway's 

state document was clear and determined. There could be no compromise. 

Sir Donald A. Smith and Sir George Stephen, on behalf of the Canadian 

Pacific Railway, had frequent interviews with the authorities. 

The Manitoba delegates had been promised a conference on March 19th, 

being delayed for the return of Manager Van Home from the west. But 

the manager's train ran through Ottawa to Montreal almost without stop

ping. Annoyed at the delay, and anxious to return to Winnipeg to meet 

the house which was awaiting them, Messrs. Greenway and Martin left 

Ottawa for Toronto, intending to go on to Winnipeg. The Dominion 

government was surprised at this show of decision. On the 20th Sir John 

telegraphed for the delegates to return to Ottawa, and promised that the 

monopoly question would be settled. 

Ottawa was in a fever. In the lobbies and hotels nothing was talked 

of but the determined stand Manitoba had taken, and the question debated 

was what priee the Dominion would pay the Canadian Pacific to forego 

their claim. Canadian Pacific stock immediately rose two points, as the 

prospects of settlement grew better. An agreement was reached. The 

Dominion government had agreed to guarantee a loan of $15,000,000 to 

the Canadian Pacific RaUway for waiving their rights. 
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On March 30th the delegates started for home. Premier Greenway 

bore with him a document from the Dominion government by which it 

bound itself to remove the monopoly clause in the Canadian Pacific Rail

way charter. There were no conditions in the matter, and the whole North-

West was included in the settlement. 

The next phase of the railway question was one which arose out of the 

necessity for the Portage branch of the Northern Pacific Railway crossing 

the Canadian Pacific Railway at the distance of two or three miles from 

Winnipeg. The Canadian Pacific maintained that no provincial railway 

charter could permit a crossing to be made over their lines built under a 

Dominion charter. The public mind in its excited state regarded this as 

but another form of the disallowance contention which had agitated the 

province for years. Violence was openly advocated to compel a crossing 

over the Canadian Pacific Railway southwestern branch. 

The Northern Pacific, which now owned the Red River Valley line, 

seemed likely to cross by force the Canadian Pacific Railway line. Mr. 

William Whyte, who was respected by all and who sought to preserve the 

peace, blocked the way by throwing a dead engine or two in the ditches 

where the crossing was to be made. Besides this, early in November (1888) 

some of the Canadian Pacific Railway workmen from the shops were sent 

to defend the spot, which, after their superintendent, was called " P o r t 

Whyte. ' ' One morning, when feeling was very high, the Northern Pacific 

train with some hundreds of persons, led by Attorney-General Martin, 

went out, it was believed, to remove the obstacles and compel a crossing. 

Both parties stood gazing at each other, and during the night sat around the 

camp fires, silently contemplating one another. Fortunately, violence on 

either side was prevented. 

For a time the attempt to cross was given up, and the battle trans

ferred to the more peaceful and effectual arbitrament of the courts. The 

case was presented to the railway committee at Ottawa. The railway 

committee submitted the question to the supreme court of Canada. Edward 

Blake was retained by the Canadian Pacific Railway to present the ease of 

the railway, and Hon. OUver Mowat was secured by Manitoba to support 

its contention. 
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On December 22, 1888, the supreme court at Ottawa took up the matter 

and decided that the statute of Manitoba is valid and effectual to enable the 

Red River VaUey Railway to cross the Canadian Pacific Railway, the rail

way committee first approving of the place and mode of crossing and first 

giving their directions in the matter. Universal satisfaction was expressed 

in Manitoba over this decision, and this was re-echoed by the newspapers of 

all shades of opinion throughout the Dominion. The restrictions were 

removed, and raUway building in Manitoba could henceforth proceed 

without check. 

Another great railway entered the field of Manitoba to compete with 

the Canadian Pacific Railway. The fierce fight of the province on disal

lowance of raUway charters was won by the province. In 1888 the Northern 

Pacific Railway acquired the Red River Valley Railway over which the 

battle royal had taken place. This gave the Northern Pacific an entrance 

to Winnipeg. During the rule of the Greenway government a much needed 

railway running northwest from Winnipeg entered the fertile Lake 

Dauphin region. This, with the backing of the government, was under

taken by two rising Canadian capitalists, William Mackenzie and D. D. 

Mann, of Toronto and Winnipeg. 

Not satisfied with this achievement Mackenzie and Mann undertook to 

push through a railway from Winnipeg to Port Arthur on Lake Superior. 

This was done with the aid of heavy subsidies from the Dominion and the 

Province of Ontario. This line projected and in part constructed was now 

called the "Canadian Northern Railway." Under heavy guarantees from 

the Roblin government the Canadian Northern Railway acquired the 

Northern Pacific line in Manitoba, and all its provincial branches. Much 

discussion took place over the bargain, but the prosperity and development 

of the Canadian west has made the guarantee no more than a theoretical 

obligation to the province. During recent years the Canadian Northern 

Railway has with substantial aid from the Dominion government carried 

its main line west through Saskatchewan and Alberta, and has now a com

pleted trunk line connecting Port Arthur and Edmonton and passing 

through Winnipeg. With the eastern connections of the enterprising firm 

of Mackenzie & Mann, and the many branches now in Manitoba, the dream 
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is now dazzling Canadian eyes of the Canadian Northern becoming a second 

transcontinental raUway. 

In the autumn of 1902 another gigantic project was given to the world 

by Mr. Hays, the Canadian head of the Grand Trunk Railway of Canada. 

This was nothing less than a transcontinental railway from tide water at 

Moncton on the Atlantic Ocean to a point near Port Simpson on the Pacific. 

This overwhelming scheme is now in process of development, and is largely 

surveyed and under construction, especially in western Canada. The Act 

requires that the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway shall pass through Win

nipeg, and while it is to run in an almost straight line, and to be built with 

the lowest grades, it will have numerous branches to Port Arthur, Brandon 

and other points. It is expected to be finished by the end of the first decade 

of the twentieth century. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

AGRICULTURE AND FARMING. 

More than a hundred years ago. Lord Selkirk wrote to the imperial 

secretary of state as follows: " A t the western extremity of Canada, upon 

the waters which fall into Lake Winnipeg, and, meeting in the great river 

at Fort Nelson, discharge themselves into Hudson's Bay, is a country which 

the Indians and traders represent as fertile and of a climate far more 

temperate than the shores of the Atlantic under the same parallel and not 

more severe than that of Germany or Poland. Here, therefore, the colonists 

may with a moderate exertion of industry be certain of a comfortable 

subsistence, and they may also raise some valuable objects for exportation. 

Some of the British traders have extended their discoveries into a climate 

which appears well adapted even for the vine!" 

The forecast of Lord Selkirk was slowly realized as his settlers in ten 

or fifteen years took up homes in this land, as they met many hardships, 

developed agricultural features in this land, saw their stone "quearns" 

superseded by the windmiUs which ground their wheat into flour, and 

proved the land one unequalled for the growth of wheat, for mammoth 

vegetables and for all manner of flowers and for many fruits. 

Only the Chinese wall of fur traders' exclusiveness and the remote

ness of the Red River settlement kept the home-seekers and bread winners 

of the world away from this rural paradise. With the opening up of the 

land and the formation of Manitoba came the era of the farmer. 

The early Selkirk settlers had put in wheat with a hoe, and the curious 

Indians looking on laughed at them, calling them by the French term in 

derision "les jardinieres"—the gardeners or hucksters. The time has now 

come when the farmer is the magnate of Manitoba—and is regarded as a 

reversion to Adam—^the first gentleman—who was a tiller of the soil. 

Up to the time of the formation of Manitoba in 1870 all the settlement 

was along the rivers in farms narrow and long, so that the settlers might 

live close to one another on the river banks for mutual help and protection. 

It was deemed impossible to live out on the open plain. Why? Simply 

because no one had tried it. 
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On the occupation of Rupert's Land by Canada the first thought was 

the survey of the fertile prairie lands, and even before the transfer was 

effected to Canada, surveyors were sent to parcel out the land. 

The plan adopted was to divide up the land on the same model as had 

been done in the United States, and these lands were thrown open to aU 

settlers willing to take the oath of allegiance to the British Crown. 

The following is a plan of a Township. 

IS 
SIX HUES SSPtRE 

ENTRY. 

Each square contains 640 acres; each quarter-section contains 160 acres. 

A section contains 640 acres and forms one mile square. 

Government lands open for homestead (that is for free settlement) — 

section Nos. 2, 4, 6, 10, 12, 14, Ifi, 18, 20, 22, 24, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36. 

Canadian Pacific lands for sale—^section Nos. 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 13, 15, 17, 

19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 31, 33, 35. 

Section Nos. 1, 9, 13, 21, 25, 33, along the main line, Winnipeg to 

Moose Jaw, can be purchased from Canada Northwest Land Company. 

School sections—section Nos. 11 and 29 are reserved by government for 

school purposes. 

Hudson's Bay Company's land for sale—Sections Nos. 8 and 26. 

Any even-numbered section of Dominion land in Manitoba or the 

North-West Territories, excepting 8 and 26, which has not been homesteaded. 



T H R E S H I N G FROM T H E STOOK NEAR PORT. \GE LA P R A I R I E . 

FRASKH'S L A K E . \ M ) F A R M , IOIEKSO.N. 





HISTORY OF MANITOBA. 225 

reserved to provide wood lots for settlers, or for other purposes, may be 

homesteaded upon by any person who is the sole head of a famUy, or any 

male over 18 years of age, to the extent of one-quarter section of 160 

acres, more or less. 

Thousands and tens of thousands of farmers wended their way west

ward with horses and cattle and farm implements and supplies, usually 

taking up a homestead of one hundred and sixty acres, and buying at one 

dollar an acre the adjacent one hundred and sixty acres. With $500 a 

farmer might begin farming in a strong-handed fashion. 

Coming with his belongings in spring he entered on his farm of prairie 

land, which had been lying thus for centuries and was virgin soil. The soil 

was a black alluvium covered with a dense and matted sod and producing 

the most nutritious grasses and plants fitted for cattle and horses. The first 

duty of the settler was to erect a shanty or "shack," sometimes of logs, 

from the neighboring bluffs of poplar trees, sometimes in later times of 

pine lumber purchased at the railway station, but at times, especially in 

the far west, to build a sod house. 

Knowing that he must improve each shining hour the settler at once 

began " to break u p " the soil. With horses or oxen he used the sharp 

pointed plough suited for the work and turned over a broad but thin sod, 

four inches thick, and for several weeks early and late kept at this tUl 

he had twenty, fifty or more acres turned over waiting the rotting process 

caused by rain and sunshine. When some months had gone the "break

ing" needed to be "back-set," i.e., turned over again and now harrowed. 

With the action of snow and ice of winter and the rains and sunshine of 

spring the farmer with his machinery, or if poor, by the old hard method 

of hand-sowing, scattered over the ground the golden wheat and harrowed 

or drilled it in to sprout and then catch the rains of June, when it rushed 

up. 

Such has been the career of tens of thousands of Manitoba farmers. 

Their lot was hard, their work was hard, their times were hard, but they 

had hope in the future. They have now reaped success. 

15 
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Such were and are the beginnings of farming life in Manitoba and 

western Canada. 

No life is all sunshine. Certainly the life of the prairie farmer was 

not all sunshine. Farmer though he might be, he was not accustomed to 

the ways of the prairie. Frequently his horses being imported and not 

accustomed to the water on the" prairies, took ill and died. Frequently his 

"bronchos," as the wild horses of the west were called, proved unmanage

able, or what was worse, strayed away and could not be found again. The 

first year of the pioneer was almost invariably unfortunate, because he did 

not understand the country. The flocks of blackbirds have been known to 

destroy his crop completely. Hordes of grasshoppers in the early days 

devoured his hard-worked fields. Early frosts seem especially likely to fall 

upon the first settlers till the land is cultivated. But now, as in aU ages, 

"labor conquers all things." 

Prom the very start of his new career the pioneer settler must pur

chase the beginnings of his herd. Over these plains had gaUoped vast 

herds of buffaloes, and had lived both summer and winter on the rich 

grasses of the prairie. This was the proof of its fitness for rearing cattle 

and horses. 

The wise farmer always began his herd immediately upon arrival on 

his new farm. The -wide prairies were theirs all the summer, and a few 

days of cutting of grass in the treeless swamps supplied sufficient hay for 

the coming winter. 

While in parts of Manitoba this pioneer experience is still to be seen, 

yet the pro-vince as a whole has reached another stage. Manitoba is now the 

home of the skilled agriculturalist and the successful farmer. The log 

house of the pioneer has given place to the comely, well-furnished, wooden 

dwelling or the substantial brick mansion of the man who twenty-five 

years or less ago came west bearing little but his household goods and is 

to-day in easy circumstances. 

There is probably no country in the world where the poor man who 

IS shrewd and industrious may so soon gain a competence as in Manitoba. 

Two departments of farming are to be seen side by side in Manitoba. WhUe 

the terms are differently used, the one we may call agricultural—the culture 
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of the fields, chiefly comprising the growth of the cereals. For this the 

open plains are more particularly adapted. The other is caUed mixed 

farming, combining with a more moderate amount of wheat raising, the 

growth of what is technicaUy caUed "stock," with which is also in many 

cases united dairying. 

For the great treeless plains of westerri Manitoba wheat growing is the 

favorite; for the more wooded portions of the pro-vince mixed farming is 

more suitable. When wheat, oats or barley culture is foUowed, the farmer 

works very hard for two periods in the year, AprU and May, the first, Sep

tember and October, the second. His winter is a time of comparative rest. 

His large farm unfenced and protected by the "herd law" faUs back in 

winter to its pristine desolation. His golden wheat fields when all goes well 

bring in wonderful returns. 

The use of modern machinery has taken away much of the drudgery 

of farming. He is driven to the expense of procuring this by the scarcity 

of labor. Por the springtime the "su lky" plough, though somewhat luxuri

ous, the improved harrow, and the handy seeder, which distributes the seed 

far more equally than the most practised hand-sower, all these make one 

man as good as five under the old order of things. With these the first 

dry fields are sown, and time is seized by the forelock, the farmer remem

bering that the vagaries of a northern climate must be kept in mind. When 

in August the spring wheat ripens, again haste is required and the farmer 

with his self-binder, and such help as can be obtained from eastern harves

ters or foreign labor, cuts down in an incredibly short time his fields, of 

one hundred acres, such size being very common, or two or four hundred, 

which are not uncommon, and in some cases a section (640 acres) or a sec

tion and a half. The threshing machine is then, running at fuU speed, 

engaged in threshing the grain. The large machines wiU accomplish two 

thousand bushels a day. The steady going farmer wUl stack his wheat, 

and wait with peace of mind for the thresher, the more adventurous -will 

thresh directly from the stock, and if within three miles of the elevator in 

the town, will with a collection of some twelve or fifteen waggons, take the 

golden grain directly from the thresher, by which it has been weighed, to 
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the elevator in the town and thus by one handling, consign it to the care of 

the railway. 

The long rows of elevators at all Manitoba railway stations, while not 

aesthetically desirable, yet speak of this—the greatest industry of Manitoba. 

Even in this department, however, the wide area of western Canada 

has varieties of agriculture. The amount of rainfall varying as it does, 

being greater in Manitoba and diminishing as points farther west are 

reached, leads in the farther west portion of Manitoba to the introduction 

more thoroughly of a system of summer fallowing. I t is marvellous by 

keeping a loose layer of soil on the field by harrowing and cultivating, and 

thus destroying weeds, how the loose layer acts as a non-conductor and 

keeps the moisture below it in the earth. 

The scenes of farm life with which we are familiar in England or the 

eastern provinces of Canada are also reproduced in the more wooded por

tions of Manitoba. 

The farm house with its barns and stables—called ' ' byres' ' in Manitoba 

—speak of rural comfort and rustic delight. The barnyard with the patient 

cows driven home from the pasture, the swine—^Yorkshire and Tamworths— 

in their enclosure, the fleecy sheep as they respond to the well disposed 

intentions of the collie dog, the poultry—the turkeys, geese, ducks and hens 

—sources of profit as well as adding domestic interest, with the improved 

horses that would have caught the eye of a Landseer, are all here and 

occupy the care of the farmer and his wife, as weU as of the boys and girls 

of the home. This is idyUic. This is something worthy of the Georgics of 

VirgU or his Bucolics. This is real farming. This is labor united with the 

interest of animal life, with pets for the chUdren of the home, with a tend

ency to cultivate the social virtues, a thing which never can be secured on 

the broad wheat farm. Here, the work, while not so laborious, is equally 

distributed over the whole year. 

Through the intervention of government establishing "creameries" 

and factories, the principle of co-operation is employed, by which butter 

and cheese are manufactured more scientifically and more successfully than 

otherwise. The cold storage system introduced by the Canadian govern-
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ment has shown a department in which the using of centralized authority 

has already made Canada celebrated in the markets of the world. 

The needs of the animals of the farm leads to the use of the growth of 

vegetables and the development of the farmer's garden. Por sheep, cattle, 

swine and horses, the product of roots is valuable. No soil or country in 

the world can excel Manitoba in the production of the beet and mangel-

wurtzel, carrot or turnip. No place else can produce greater or better 

potatoes. The exuberance of vegetable growth is marvellous. 

The growth of trees in Manitoba is receiving great attention. By 

government assistance and inspiration millions of forest trees, elms, maples, 

and poplars, are being planted in belts for shelter and ornament. The 

garden and orchard are becoming objects of greater attention. In the 

gardens the currant, gooseberry, raspberry and strawberry are grown 

plentifully. The growth of apples, plums and cherries has been a matter of 

greatest difficulty. This has been partly through ignorance, partly through 

neglect. That excellent apples have been grown successfully by different 

persons in different parts of the province, by methods of judicious shelter, 

proves that by domesticating proper varieties, as has been done in Minne

sota, the apple, plum and cherry will become common enough in the Mani

toba of the future. 

The words of a writer of Northern Wisconsin apply to Manitoba: ' ' The 

selection of varieties and the procuring of hardy, adapted and acclimated 

trees, with good care, will produce the guarantee of success. Remember this 

northwest is a vigorous country and must be supplied by trees and varieties 

of its own section of the country.' ' 

The increase of the area of cultivation in Manitoba, the planting of 

large blocks of trees, and the building of cities, towns and villages in the 

country, are seen, as in all other parts of America, to result in a modifi

cation of the climate. This secures a more equable distribution of the rain

fall and a diminution of the periods of drought more or less incident to a 

purely prairie country. Thus by modifying the winds there is prevented a 

too rapid melting of the snow, a too hasty drainage of the broad stretches 

of the plains into the rivers, and h too rapid evaporation of the moisture of 

the land. 
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In addition to agriculture proper and mixed farming, a species of 

farming somewhat different from both, known as " ranching" is largely 

followed in the Canadian west, and to some extent in more lonely parts of 

Manitoba. This breeding and care of cattle, horses and sheep, requires 

large areas of waste land. On the fertUe prairie it can only be carried on 

untU the prairie settler needs the land, when, like the beaver, the " rancher" 

is compelled to flee before the advance of civilization. 

Since the earliest times in Manitoba, large herds of horses have lived on 

the plains finding shelter in the bluffs of wood in the winter. Cattle can 

thus be wintered if they have the company of horses to break the snow-

crusts to enable them to reach the dried grass under the snow. Sheep 

ranching is largely confined to the far west. 

The development of Manitoba from the pioneer stage of agriculture 

and farming to that of a settled and prosperous country is producing new 

questions for the solution of agriculturists. Wherever the country settles 

up more closely the trail and the influence of the untidy, careless and 

shiftless farmer is found in every department of the provincial condition. 

The importation of bad seed, the constant use on the same ground of 

the same seed which deteriorates, the introduction by the railways of the 

seeds of new and dangerous weeds, the neglect of careless farmers to 

eradicate weeds, or of the municipal authorities to cut down weeds on the 

highways, all these tend to make farming less profitable. No less than 

eleven hurtful mustards are now found in Manitoba fields where there 

was only one on the formation of the Province of Manitoba. The Canada 

thistle and the French weed (Thlaspi arvense) have already rendered 

farming difficult in the old Selkirk settlement. 

Here again government intervention is the only hope. In late years on 

the suggestion of the railway companies a train provided and run by the 

railways, supplied with capable speakers and experts in various depart

ments of agriculture—in what is called the "Grain Special"—^have during 

the winter covered the whole country, stopping at every grain-growing 

point, meeting with great gatherings of farmers, and giving scientific 

information on "seed germination" and thus enabling farmers to get rid 

of the grain diseases and weed pests that are becoming such a serious 
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menace to grain production through western Canada. At these meetings 

grain samples are produced, object lessons given on good and bad seed, 

and the results of experiments on grain grown told. Much important 

literature is also disturbed. The increase of wheat growing in the Cana

dian west is shown by the following table of grain inspection in Winnipeg, 

and the increase of the grain growing industry as shown in the foUowing 

table may be taken not only as an e-vidence of its growth, but of the general 

development of the Province of Manitoba. 

Wheat Inspected at Winnipeg. 

Crop 1886 1,362,600 bushels. 

1887 3,878,600 

1888 2,183,350 

1889 2,207,400 

1890 6,630,000 

1891 8,691,800 

1892 7,228,650 

1893 4,811,300 

1894 5,375,500 

1895 9,042,800 

1896 7,753,850 

1897 6,453,000 

1898 7,982,800 

1899 26,258,710 

1900 12,355,380 

1901 45,651,800 

1902 51,833,000 

1903 40,396,650 

1904 39,784,500 

1905 (Estimated) 75,800,000 

The balance of wheat, not included in these returns went out as flour, 

was shipped west to British Columbia or was exported t̂  A ŝia or Australia. 

This does not include the wheat retained for seed. 

Large quantities of other cereals were produced. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

BUSINESS INTERESTS OF MANITOBA. 

The first business interest in Rupert's Land, as it was also in early 

Canada by the French, was that of the fur trade. The only important 

object that brought the explorer, after the zeal of the first discoverer was 

past, was trading with the Indians for pelts. 

Even in the Red River settlement for the first years after its occupa

tion, i.e., from 1812 to 1860, there were few merchants besides the Hud

son's Bay Company. Andrew McDermot was for many a day a trader at 

the foot of Lombard street, Winnipeg. In the fur trade there were "free 

traders, ' ' as they were called—men trading in furs though they were always 

being informed that it was illegal and an infringement on the Hudson's Bay 

Company's charter. In the several parishes there were certain storehouses 

kept by farmers, where goods could be obtained, but these were not stores 

or shops in our sense of the term. 

The Hudson's Bay Company was bound to buy eight bushels of wheat 

a year from each settler; the company had the chief depots of goods; the 

company carried the mails, did the banking business by giving private 

persons drafts on foreign points and by cashing drafts from abroad, thus 

acting generally as financial agents. 

The mills of the country were wind mills, and were in most cases in 

private hands. So it was sung in every parish, "Merry is the miller that 

lives in the mill.' ' 

But about 1862 the -village of Winnipeg was begun, and along Main 

street stores were opened to compete with the Hudson's Bay Company, whose 

shop was in Port Garry, though to protect itself from this interference 

the company built a branch store a little south of Portage avenue. 

By the time of the transfer of Rupert's Land to Canada in 1870 there 

were a dozen or more stores on both sides of Main street, north of Portage 

avenue. There were also a few tradesmen's shops and specialty stores. 

The new settlers who came to Manitoba after the transfer were largely 

farmers. They spread hither and thither throughout the province. The 

viUage of Winnipeg grew, and was soon incorporated as a smaU city, but 
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the strength of Manitoba lay and does stiU lie, in the farmer. In conse

quence of this the course of trade has always been in favor of the farmer's 

interest. Coming to the country poor it was specially important that he 

should get goods, hardware, implements and lumber as cheap as possible. 

Of manufactures there were none. All agricultural communities desire a 

low tariff as their imports will be many. Now that the western pro-vinces 

have grown, and that towns and cities have sprung up there wiU be a 

greater opportunity to introduce manufactories and to cultivate an indus

trial population. The obstacles to this in a new country are the scarcity of 

workmen, the high price of labor and the lack of a sufficient consuming 

population to take the products of the manufactory. There are not a 

million of people yet in Canada west of Lake Superior. There are num

bers of industries which could supply all of this population in three months 

with their products, and they would then be compelled to lie idle for nine. 

But manufactures will come. The population is increasing rapidly, 

cheap power will be obtained, food will become cheaper and industries will 

be undertaken in the prairie towns and cities. Already jobbing and repair

ing shops have been begun, and a number of the more rural industries have 

taken root in Winnipeg and in some of the towns of Manitoba. 

The two kinds of manufacturing that have thus far taken a strong 

hold are those of the lumber and flour mills. The supplies of timber come 

largely from the wooded districts of the province and the adjoining por

tions of Ontario and Keewatin, which lie to the east of Manitoba. Large 

saw mills are found at Keewatin, Rat Portage and Rainy River. Logs are 

brought down the streams which flow into Red river from the east and are 

manufactured in Sprague's Mill in Winnipeg. A great experiment is being 

made by the Rat Portage Lumber Company in bringing logs by rail for 

one hundred and twenty miles from Rainy River, and sawing them at 

Norwood in the suburbs of Winnipeg. At Brandon and other points in the 

province small mills supply lumber from the scanty growth of trees found 

on Riding Mountain and other timber limits. The enormous demand for 

lumber on the prairie has been chiefly met from the district of New Ontario. 

In later years a large quantity has been brought from the forests of British 

Columbia, where the supply is inexhaustible. 



234 HISTORY OF MANITOBA. 

The flour miUs of Manitoba are also of great importance. Wheat being 

a staple of the province much of it is ground into flour not only for home 

consumption, but also for export. The great Ogilvie MiUing Company, of 

Winnipeg manufactures large quantities of flour and oatmeal, which go to 

aU parts of Canada and even Australia. Its greatest rival is the Lake of 

the Woods Milling Company, just across the Manitoba eastern boundary, 

in the Ontario vUlage of Keewatin. The Hudson's Bay Company miU of 

Winnipeg, also produces great quantities of excellent flour. At Brandon, 

Souris, Portage la Prairie, Neepawa, Oak Lake and many other Manitoba 

towns successful mills are operated. 

WhUe these great industries are colossal, yet there are somewhat 

numerous industries in the infant stage in the province and especially in 

Winnipeg. The following list is given, the number of different firms 

engaged in the industry being stated in figures in brackets. Their product 

goes to all parts of the west. Manufactories: Aerated waters and brewer

ies (8) ; tent makers, baking powders, bed makers, biscuit factories (4) ; 

blank books, ruler makers (4) ; bookbinders, boot makers, box manufac

turers, brick makers (12); broom and brushes, carriage makers (13) ; 

cement blocks (3) ; manufacturing chemists (4) ; chocolate manufacturers, 

cigar manufacturers (10) ; confectionery (5) ; copper plate, cornice makers, 

engine builders (9) ; gas fitters (22); ink manufacturers, jewelery makers 

(8) ; lime makers, milliners (21); optician manufacturers, paint makers 

(6) ; paper box makers (2 ) ; photographers (23) ; pickle makers (3) ; plan

ing miUs (7) ; pork packers (7) ; publishers (3) ; pump makers (7) ; 

rubber stamp makers (6) ; sash, door and blind factories (13) ; upholsterers 

(14); ventilating manufactory, -vinegar factories (3). 

As to general trade, just as in London of old, trade grew up not from 

manufactures, but from that great centre being the heart of all England, 

and so all roads as they formerly led to Rome, came in Elizabethan England 

to lead to London—so Winnipeg being the great centre of trade for the 

Canadian west, has all roads leading to it not only from Manitoba, but 

also from the remotest parts of western Canada. I t has been compared to 

the spout of the funnel; from all parts of the west trade runs to it. This 

is true, especially of the railroads, which all focus in Winnipeg. 
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It has thus came about that Winnipeg is a great centre of wholesale 

trade. Por a time in its infancy the wholesalers of HamUton, Ontario, 

gained possession of the western market. This was by their combining, and 

long before the coming of the raUway to this pro-vince, sending out agents, 

even as early as 1868, when the "drummer" was not developed so fully 

as a trade feature as he is to-day. NaturaUy, on the completion of the 

Canadian Pacific RaUway, Toronto, but especiaUy Montreal, sought to 

supply the country merchants of Manitoba and the North-West Territories. 

Manufacturers' agents, financial agents and commercial travelers repre

senting their business houses gradually opened up offices and sample rooms 

in Winnipeg for their own convenience, and one by one came to see that 

a Winnipeg house, weU stocked, was necessary to enable them to compete 

with enterprising wholesale merchants on the ground. Hence in the last 

ten years almost all the trade has come to be done by Winnipeg, just as 

Chicago gradually replaced New York—the old trade centre for the 

western States. 

Winnipeg in its Princess street district of wholesale buUdings now 

brings to mind the stately warehouses of St. James street, Montreal, and the 

east is by degrees slipping to the west. 

Thus are the towns of western Canada closely linked to the western 

capital, and the Winnipeg commercial travelers are on every train, are 

accustomed to the free and jaunty spirit of the west, know the way in 

which to do business acceptably, and once or twice a year the country mer

chant wends his way to the spring openings in Winnipeg, or makes his 

hegira during bonspiel in February, or to the July Industrial Exhibition, 

when rates are low and Winnipeg, the city of the plains, becomes a fair like 

the famous gathering on the Asiastic steppes at Astrachan. 

Being a city of well nigh one hundred thousand people, Winnipeg 

draws many customers from all parts of Manitoba as well as its own citizens 

to the retail stores and tradesmen's shops of Main street and Portage avenue 

in the city. 

These streets present to the passer-by most attractive windows, and 

exhibit a volume of business surprising to the easterner who cannot realize 

that the infant city of the plains is already grown up, or to the young Eng-
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Ushman, who brings with him his hea-vy rifle to shoot buffaloes in Main 

street. All the conveniences of civilization supplied by tradesmen of every 

description and retail shops of every size are here. Whether it be a thing 

to be desired or not, here also the departmental store has taken firm root.-

It was a natural thing that the Hudson's Bay Company—the p ioneer -

should graduaUy evolve from its old general store, containing everything 

from a needle to a bag of pemmican to supply white, half-breed or Indian, 

into a departmental store of magnificent pretensions, while in country 

districts of the province still maintaining its general store, yet the com

pany's great buildings on the corner of Main street and York avenue are 

worthy of its name and great wealth. A worthy rival to the Hudson's 

Bay Company pile arose in the departmental store of Robinson and Com

pany. Situated in the very centre of the city, and now having absorbed the 

Imperial Dry Goods Company, this old firm makes a strong and successful 

bid for a large patronage. The George Craig Company and the Pinch 

Brothers, farther north on Main street, claim a worthy notice. During 

1905 the greatest Canadian department enterprise, T. Eaton and Company, 

Toronto, erected an enormous building, covering a block on Portage avenue, 

and is continuing and increasing a business which had been already estab

lished by mail and express from their Toronto centre in every part of 

Manitoba and the Territories to the very foot of the Rocky Mountains. 

The twentieth century is evidently the era of the shop-keeper, and we are 

keeping up as an English colony that honorable repute of being " a nation 

of shopkeepers." 

But to carry on all these great business enterprises there is needed an 

elaborate financial system. The first chartered bank in Manitoba was the 

Merchant's Bank of Canada, which began business in Main street, Winni

peg, in the autumn of 1872. As the city and province have grown in popu

lation the banking business has increased enormously. All the great 

banks of Canada, which are founded on a system perhaps the greatest in 

the world for efficiency and security, with their aggregate capital of more 

than $45,000,000, have entered most zealously into the business of the 

country. They have shown thorough confidence in the Canadian west. 

Many of these banks have erected their own buildings in the city and 
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country towns and a number of these are the most substantial and attrac

tive buildings to be found in the country. Ths following banks are all 

found in Winnipeg, and many of them also occupy leading points of the 

province:— 

Bank of British North America. 

" " Hamilton. 

" " Nova Scotia. 

" " Ottawa. 

" " Toronto. 

" " d 'Hochelaga. 

" " of Commerce. 

Dominion Bank. 

Eastern Townships Bank. 

Imperial Bank of Canada. 

IMerchant's Bank of Canada. 

Molson's Bank. 

Northern Bank. 

Traders' Bank. 

Union Bank of Canada. 

The volume of business done in Canada is shown by the clearing 

houses in the eleven largest cities of Canada. Among these cities Winni

peg stands third as regards the business done. 

1904. 

1. Montreal $1,065,067,000 

2. Toronto 842,097,066 

3. Winnipeg 294,601,437 

1905. 

$1,324,310,000 

1,089,251,562 

369,868,179 

As to the stability of the business interests of Manitoba there is now 

little question in well-informed quarters. The enormous immigration which 

has been coming to the country, largely since the opening of the first 

raih^'ay in 1878, varying very much in numbers as it did, reached the 

climax in 1905 when some 140,000 settlers came to western Canada. The 

increase in the price of land caused by the bountiful harvests, by the influx 

of people and the consequent inflow of capital, has led to the west coming 

to be looked upon as a favorite place for investments, especially for holding 

land or on mortgageable property. No doubt in the years following the 

collapse of the boom of 1882 there were many who doubted as to whether 

investments made here could be depended on. That doubt has passed away. 
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This interest in lands, and the settlement of the country has led to a 

very large number of agents going into business to sell lands, facilitate 

transfers and find investments for capital from Great Britain, the United 

States and eastern Canada. These operators are generally known as real 

estate agents and form a guild of great proportions in the cities and towns 

of Manitoba. In many cases in the country towns and viUages this business 

Is taken up by law firms and becomes a lucrative part of their practice. 

The following is a statement of the number of loan, investment and 

real estate companies or agents doing business in Winnipeg, the business 

centre of the Canadian west. The money of eastern Canada, as weU as 

much British capital, flows into the province through no less than fifty-two 

chartered investment companies, with a large united capital. Such great 

companies as the Canada Permanent, the Trust & Loan Company, the 

London & Canadian, Credit Foncier, and other celebrated companies are 

doing business in Winnipeg. Notable among them are trust companies 

which in late years have risen to prominence. These are the National Trusts 

Company, Limited, the Standard Trusts Company, Toronto General Trusts 

and Northern Trusts, which undertake the control and management of 

estates and act as trustees, thus relieving private persons from acting in 

the difficult and even dangerous capacity of executors. 

Closely related to the investment companies are the land companies 

having offices in Winnipeg. These deal in wild lands in all parts of western 

Canada. Some of the companies classed as investment companies are 

counted with them, which number sixty-one, but the powerful land com

panies are engaged entirely in the sale of land. Some of these are the 

Great Saskatchewan Valley & Manitoba Land Company, the Alberta Rail

way and Irrigation Company, the strong railway land departments and the 

land department of the Hudson's Bay Company, which is a large proprie

tor. Another class closely associated with the investment and land com

panies are the private firms engaged in this business. These men 

are hard at work persuading men to invest, while the loan and land 

companies are more in the habit of preser-ving their dignity and n o t ' ' drum

ming" up customers for their lands. Of these private firms no less than 

sixty-five devote their chief attention to land business. As many as three 
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hundred real estate dealers are doing business, but several of those already 

counted in companies may be included in this list. 

Closely associated with the land and loan and investment companies 

are those engaged in insurance, which have taken a very strong grip on 

the west. Here again the number of persons busied with this work is 

very great. New departments of insurance have been added to the old-

time companies. In Winnipeg there are fifteen accident insurance compan

ies, two burglar insurance companies, one elevator insurance company, 

nine guarantee companies, four health and liability companies, seven 

marine, eight plate glass insurance and two registered mail companies. 

I t is worthy of note the investments of the loan and investment com

panies in Manitoba in 1904 were upwards of twenty-eight millions of 

dollars and in 1905 are estimated at thirty-five millions. Insurance com

panies' investments in the province was in 1904 nine and a half millions 

of dollars, and in 1905 wiU reach twelve millions. It is a fact of importance 

to state that the largest local company with its investment of two and a 

half millions earned 7.1 per cent, interest on its investments in 1904. 

.The life insurance companies are very many, numbering thirty-eight; 

but are exceeded by the fire insurance companies, which reach forty-six. 

One hundred and five who register generally as insurance agents are chiefly 

individuals, though some of them may be included in the before-mentioned 

associations. Insurance is a feature of the age. It is carried on with little 

capital, may be adapted to the changing phases of business by being taken 

up when times are brisk or dropped when trade is dull. 

For facilities in conducting this whirl and babel of the business of Win

nipeg and Manitoba the improvements of modern life are required. Else

where mention has been made of the railway development of the country. 

This was a prime necessity, since the black, prairie soil of Manitoba so 

admirably adapted for producing "No 1 Ha rd" wheat became in spring, 

and at times in summer and autumn—at any rate in the lake basin of the 

province—a veritable quagmire. The railway was the cure for the 

country's ills. 

Electric cars also facilitate business and they are gradually being 

pushed out over the province. Not only is the city of Winnipeg well pro-
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vided in this matter, but it has a line running along the Red river for 

twenty-five miles to the town of Selkirk. There is also a street railway west

ward twelve miles, up the bank of the Assiniboine to Headingly. An elec

tric railway also leaves the city and runs northeastward for eight miles to 

Bird's HUL 

With the railway—indeed even before it came—there was the telegraph 

to bridge over the long prairie stretches yet unsettled, and to give business 

communication with the seat of government at Ottawa and the eastern 

markets. Gradually the volume of business compelled the reduction of the 

high telegraph tariff, so that it has fallen to be one-fifth what it was in 

1872. 

The telephone is also a business necessity, not only in the city, but in 

connecting outside points. It may be stiU more useful when it is assumed 

by the government. The telephone lines are now being pushed to all parts 

of the province. The "long distance 'phone" is being largely used, and 

in some rich agricultural districts every farmer is pro-vided with a tele

phone. In this day of government progress we look for the time when the 

railways, telegraphs, telephones, along with universal free delivery of 

postal service will be public utilities. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

GROWTH OF CITIES AND TOWNS. 

The premier city of Manitoba and the whole Canadian west is Winni

peg. Por three-quarters of a century Port Garry held its place as the com

mercial centre of the old fur-trading movement. Once there was an attempt 

to replace it by Lower Fort Garry, twenty-five mUes farther down the Red 

river, but all in vain. The junction of the Assiniboine and Red rivers 

asserted itself as the natural centre of the trade channels of Rupert's 

Land, and also as the nucleus of the colonizing forces from abroad. To-day 

it stands at the threshold of the vast prairies of the west, which extend west 

of it to the Rocky Mountains for a thousand miles. It is the entrepot, 

whether from eastern Canada or from the United States, of a trade which is 

now assuming very large proportions. Though the railway did not reach 

Winnipeg till 1878, yet Winnipeg is now a great railway centre. Three 

great railways look upon it thus, viz.; the Canadian Pacific, Canadian 

Northern and Grand Trunk Pacific Railways. Twelve separate branches 

belonging to these great corporations radiate from Winnipeg. The electric 

railway system of Winnipeg is unexcelled. 

Winnipeg is a great business centre. Its wholesale trade is growing 

rapidly, every considerable eastern trading house finding it necessary to 

establish branch buildings of magnitude to carry on its business. 

Winnipeg has become the greatest grain market in the British Empire. 

Not only is Winnipeg the greatest business and grain centre of the 

Canadian west, but it is also the financial centre of all western enterprises. 

It has no less than sixteen chartered banks, all the chief banks of Canada 

being represented with a capital of upwards of fifty millions of dollars, 

and several private banking institutions, and its land, loan and trust com

panies are hard to number. 

It is the educational centre of the west, ha-ving the one University— 

the University of Manitoba—west of Lake Superior. Winnipeg is the legal 

and medical centre of Manitoba. 

Its hospitals and charitable institutions, ha-ving to serve for a wide 

area of territory are many-sided, well supported and thoroughly modern. 

16 
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The number of patients in the Winnipeg General Hospital for 1905 was 

4,366. 

The ecclesiastical centre of the different churches in the Canadian west 

is in Winnipeg. Its church buildings are numerous and represent all 

shades of belief. Its pulpit is said to compare favorably with that of any 

Canadian city and it has the reputation of being unsurpassed on the con

tinent as a church-going city. 

The detaUs of the educational and social work of the city wiU be 

treated incidentally in other chapters. 

The population of Winnipeg is cosmopolitan not only as representing 

aU the eastern provinces of the Dominion, but the British Islands and 

Ireland, vrith a considerable number of citizens of the United States. It 

is in tone and feeUng thoroughly Anglo-Saxon and Canadian, with a joy 

and glory in the Union Jack, which on festal occasions rises universally 

over its public buildings. One-fifth of its population is foreign, but it is 

thoroughly in touch with the dominant Canadian spirit. 

As to the language of its population, Winnipeg may be said to be poly

glot. It has more than twenty languages in considerable use among its 

citizens. But this polyglot character will largely pass away. The public 

school -will consolidate the different elements. The foreigner of to-day is 

very anxious to make the English language his own. 

The growth of the city in population may be shown:— 

1870 215 
1^74 (When incorporated) 1,869 
1885 19,574 
1898 39,384 
1901 42,340 
1905 79,975 

Some true idea may thus be obtained of its remarkable grovpth during 

the generation during which it has existed. 

STATISTICAL. 

Area of City in Acres 12,790 
Number of Churches 75 
Number of Public Schools 22 
Number of PupUs attending Schools 10,000 
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No. MUes of Asphalt Pavement 23 
No. of Miles Macadam Pavement 35 
No. of Miles Block Pavement 18 
No. of Miles Boulevards 61 
No. of Miles Stone Sidewalks 37 
No. of Miles Plank Sidewalks 220 
No. of Miles Sewers 110 
No. of Letters maUed in Post Office in 1896 2,539,914 
No. of Letters maUed in Post Office in 1902 5,669,872 
No. of Miles Water Mains 125 
No. of Miles Electric Wiring and Street Lighting.. 125 
No. of Miles Street Railway 24 
No. of Miles Graded Streets 150 
No. of Miles Arc Light 442 
No. of Miles Hydrants 703 
No. of Public P^rks 13 
Area of Parks in Acres 324 
Value of Parks (1905) $295,000 
Rate of Taxation (1903) 215 MiUs, 
Rate of Taxation (1904) 17 
Rate of Taxation (1905) 19.7 
No. of BuUdings erected (1904) 2,268 
Value of BuUdings erected (1904) $9,654,750 
No. of Buildings erected (1905) 4,122 
Value of Buildings erected (1905) $10,829,300 
Postal Revenue (1896) $91,418 
Postal Revenue (1902) $156,734 
Postal Revenue (1905) $319,378 
Assessment of Winnipeg in 1874 $2,676,018 
Assessment of Winnipeg in 1905 $62,727,630 

CITY OP BRANDON. 

The city of Brandon is the second place in the province, being credited 

in 1905 with a population of 8,529. It is the only city besides Winnipeg. 

I t is one hundred and thirty-two miles west of Winnipeg and owes its exist

ence to the diversion of the Canadian Pacific main line in 1881 from the 

formerly proposed route to the Saskatchewan to the southern route follow

ing chiefly the line of the 51st parallel of north latitude. 

The crossing of the Assiniboine river by the Canadian Paciflc Railway 

led to the establishment of this fine western centre. It is the centre of a 

fine agricultural district, is on the eastern edge of the second prairie steppe 
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of the country and is extended on a broad slope toward the Assiniboine 

river. It has a most vigorous population chiefly of English-speaking 

people, the foreign element not making more than one-seventh of the 

whole. 

The city has fine streets—easily kept, good shops, banks and numerous 

excellent schools, buildings and church buildings of more than ordinary 

value. A Baptist college is established here, also an Indian boarding school 

under Methodist control, and there is a Pro-vincial Lunatic Asylum. Bran

don is an important grain centre. Its most notable possession is the pres

ence in its neighborhood of the Dominion Experimental Farm, where for 

years past tests have been carefully made of the agricultural and horticul

tural capabilities of Manitoba. The assessment of Brandon in 1905 was 

about four millions of doUars. 

TOWN OF PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE. 

The early French explorer, Verandrye, a century and a half ago, built 

his first fort in the region now known as IManitoba on the banks of the Assini

boine river where Portage la Prairie to-day'stands. He called it Fort de 

la Reine or Queen's Fort. Half a century ago it became a settlement from 

the overflow of population from old Red River settlement. Here also 

shortly afterward took place a strange idiotic movement largely dictated by 

the ambition of one man to form the so-caUed "Republic of Manitoba." 

This movement coUapsed so soon as the opinion of the British colonial sec

retary was obtained. Portage la Prairie lies some fifty-five mUes from 

Winnipeg and has always been celebrated as the centre of the finest agricul

tural district of Manitoba. The town has now grown to have a population 

of about five thousand. Its people, like the surrounding rural population, 

have always been a thrifty, steady and cautious community. 

Educationally the town stands high; its churches are strong and vigor

ous and it is taken up chiefly with the problems that agricultural communi

ties are solving. Here the flour miUs and elevators are the centres of 

interest. 

A large gathering of wealthy farmers on the Portage plains stretching 

for twelve or flfteen miles north of the town, gives a tone and character to 
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the place. A Provincial Home for Incurables lies near the town and here, 

too, is an Indian boarding school under Presbyterian control, for the band 

of refugee Sioux, who, after the Minnesota Indian massacre of 1862, fled 

from the United States and have since hovered about Portage la Prairie. 

The assessed value of 1905 of the town is upwards of two and a quarter 

millions of dollars. 

TOWN OP ST. BONIFACE. 

The quaint old town of St. Boniface with its population of some five 

thousand, lies on the opposite side of the Red river from Winnipeg. It is 

really a suburb of the city. Forty years ago it seemed more like the nucleus 

of a town than did Winnipeg. It received in 1878 the first railway coming 

to Manitoba from the south, but it has not achieved greatness. The 

Cathedral, with its two towers, which was burnt down in 1860, was "with 

its turrets twain" referred to by Whittier in his poem "The Red River 

Voyageur." Here is the Cathedral, Bishop's Palace and CoUege of the 

Roman Catholic Archbishop of St. Boniface, and the hospital, which largely 

serves Winnipeg. The overflow of people from Winnipeg is fiUing in both 

north and south of St. Boniface in the new suburbs of the city of Norwood 

and Elmwood. The area of open land along the river bank is being occu

pied by the railway companies and the prospect is that St. Boniface may 

become a railway and manufacturing town. 

The total assessment of the town approaches two and a half millions 

of dollars. 

TOWN OP SELKIRK. 

Twenty-five miles down the Red river and on the west bank is situ

ated the town of Selkirk. It is the head of navigation for the Lake Win

nipeg basin, as a few miles above it are the St. Andrew's Rapids, which 

are an obstruction no doubt in the course of time to be overcome by 

engineering skill. 

The town of Selkirk has a population approaching three thousand. 

More than thirty per cent, of its population is Icelandic, and being in the 
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old native district, fifteen per cent, is made up of half-breeds. Selkirk may 

thus be called the chief centre of the English half-breeds. The fisheries of 

Lake Winnipeg have their headquarters here and give occupation to many 

of the people, as do also the forests along the shores of the lake which 

supply large quantities of fuel and lumber for the use of the province. 

The appearance of Selkirk is at times that of a lively seaport. In the 

neighborhood of Selkirk is the chief Lunatic Asylum of the province. 

Selkirk is well pro-vided with schools and churches and is in summer a con

siderable watering-place. Fast railway trains and a street railway from 

Winnipeg connect it with the city and give a full connection with Winnipeg 

Beach, a campers' resort, twenty-five miles farther north on the west coast of 

Lake Winnipeg. 

The total assessment of the town exceeds a million dollars. 

THE TOWN OP MORDEN. 

Lying at the foot of Pembina Mountain on the west side of the Red 

River valley in southern Manitoba is the town of Morden, with a popula

tion of some fifteen hundred, with seventeen per cent. Germans. 

Its existence is due to a large settlement of Russian-German-speaking 

Mennonites who came to Manitoba thirty years ago. This peace-loving and 

most industrious people is thousands strong in Manitoba, and though 

foreign, have always been respected by purely English-speaking settlers. 

They are exclusive, but great bargainers and have in many cases learned 

English with facility. Their village system and communism have made 

them an object of interest to social philosophers. 

Excellent church and school advantages are possessed by Morden, and 

it was one of the first towns in Manitoba to establish a hospital. 

The assessment of Morden is about a half a mUlion of doUars. 

The trade largely depends upon the Mennonite farmers who come in 

from their viUages to do business in Morden. The quaint dress of these 

farmers, both men and women, seen in the town give it the appearance of 

a foreign place and an European air. 
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TOWN OF NEEPAWA. 

In the northwest part of the province, as already stated, a mountain

ous district occurs and in some respects this is the most attractive portion of 

Manitoba. At the foot of the southern slope of Riding Mountain lies one of 

the prettiest towns of the province—Neepawa—an Indian word meaning 

"plenty ." 

It is the centre of a most fertile plain and is surrounded by wealthy 

farmers, with all the appearance of comfort in their homes. 

The town has some two thousand of population and has both the Cana

dian Pacific and Canadian Northern Railways. Its elevators point it out as 

a great wheat centre. Its large and weU-built shops and banks, built chiefly 

of brick, give it a most substantial appearance. 

Its churches and school buildings are suitable and sufficient. A fully 

equipped General Hospital, in which the adjacent municipalities had a 

share, speaks of the liberality and benevolence of Neepawa. 

The town has long been a ' ' Local Option'' town, and the scene of many 

a keen municipal fight. Hitherto the "temperance par ty" has always won. 

Two beautiful hotels, costing $40,000 each, have been erected by the opposing 

parties, but both are without license and strictly observe the law. The 

town is one of the most prosperous in Manitoba. It possesses a munici

pally-owned telephone and electric light system. 

The assessment of the town approaches one million of dollars. 

THE TOWN OF DAUPHIN. 

The newer country along the east and north of Dauphin has been 

opened up only in late years, though it was regarded as the fur-traders' 

paradise one hundred years ago. Its French name is from the small lake 

by which it stands and this is a reminiscence of the French explorer Ver

andrye, who gave the name to the lake a century and a half ago. It is a 

most fertile district bordering on Lakes Dauphin and Winnipegosis. The 

region was opened up by the Canadian Northern Railway, which skirts both 

north and south sides of the Riding Mountain. Dauphin is a substantial 

town and a business centre for the extreme northwest of the pro-vince. 
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Though younger than most Manitoba towns it is yet thoroughly on a par 

with those older than itself. The town has a population of some fifteen 

hundred, and the assessment approaches half. a million of dollars. The 

development of the country by the Canadian Northern Railway has been 

most marked. 

TOWN OP MINNEDOSA. 

In the Highland district of Manitoba on the southwest side of the Rid-

ieg Mountain, in the deep valley of the Little Saskatchewan river, nestles 

the pretty town of Minnedosa with its less than two thousand inhabitants. 

The little stream on which it stands empties some distance to the south into 

the Assiniboine river. The name is an ethnological surprise. It is the 

Sioux equivalent of the name Saskatchewan, that name being taken up by 

the greater river of the north and by other hamlets. No Sioux, however, 

ever lived near Minnedosa. 

Its hope was in the early days that the main line of the Canadian 

Pacific line would, in 1882, pass through it. The diversion of the railway 

to Brandon disappointed its hopes. It has been, however, a thriving town 

provided with mUls, elevators and good school and church buUdings. I t 

has been the seat for more than thirty years of a meteorological station for 

the Dominion. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII . 

THE NEWSPAPERS OF MANITOBA. 

In 1859 the stagnation of the Red River settlement was disturbed by 

the news that two editors had arrived. William Buckingham and William 

Coldwell, two quiet, well disposed Englishmen, of reputation and standing 

in the newspaper world, both thoroughly acquainted with their business, 

both patriotic citizens and men of the highest character, had dared to 

clamber over the high Chinese wall of exclusion which surrounded Rupert's 

Land and institute an organ of public opinion in this isolated and unor

ganized community. 

Abbe Dugas, in his late defence of the rascalities of the Riel rebellion, 

"assails in unmeasured terms" the two editors and the newspaper which 

they established—the Nor'-Wester. Also the Hudson's Bay Company was 

nervous. Sir George Simpson would give no countenance to the newspaper. 

Recorder Thom's expedients for preserving intact the privileges of the fur 

trade monopoly had proved ineffectual against disorganized opposition of 

the settlers. Here was an instrument which by fostering a public opinion 

might make the position of the company even less secure. 

No doubt Abbe Dugas and his friends were right. No doubt Sir 

George Simpson was right—for both had private affairs to serve; neither 

looked at the general good. Privilege and monopoly cannot endure 

publicity. 

The Nor'-Wester published its first number on December 28, 1859. 

Considering the difficulties to be overcome, it is a very creditable number. 

A perusal of the files of the Nor'-Wester during the ten years of its exist-

ence impresses a fair-minded critic favorably. It appeared fortnightly at 

first, and at the price of twelve shillings ($3) a year. Its advertisements 

were for a time almost exclusively from business men outside of Red River 

settlement. English firms and those of St. Paul, Minnesota, by whom the 

business of Red River was chiefly done, were the leading advertisers. 

Opinions of visitors and travelers who passed through the settlement were 

faithfully recorded, and the world outside was kept informed of events in 

Red River settlement. The articles on the country were reproduced in the 
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Canadian newspapers, and the process which the "mossbacks" feared was 

certainly going on. For a considerable period the Nor'-Wester was taken 

up from issue to issue by a continuous history of Red River settlement. 

The overshadowing fear of the monopoly is, however, evident through this, 

and there is a striking absence of a free hand in dealing with debatable 

questions. The story lacks vivacity. In the main it is true that the Nor'-

Wester in its articles was against the company, and in the latter part of 

its history intensely so. 

Joseph Hargrave, whose well-known book was published in Montreal 

in 1871, and who was the historian writing from the Hudson's Bay Com

pany standpoint, looking back over its career said of the Nor'-Wester: 

' ' Many opinions exist among the settlers in reference to the influence which 

the Nor'-Wester has exercised. Some regard it as having been an instru

ment of unmixed evil, others as having been productive of some beneflt to 

the community, while possibly the greater number believe it to have been 

destitute of any appreciable effect whatever." 

The policy of undervaluing the power of the newspaper was quite a 

mistake. Its influence during the latter part of its existence would have prob

ably been much greater had it been less virulent and at times unfair, but 

it is undoubted that whatever men either thought or wished, the Nor'-

Wester was the chief instrument in opening up Rupert's Land to the world. 

The course of the Nor'-Wester was by no means plain sailing. About 

a year after the establishment of the newspaper, Mr. William Buckingham, 

probably finding the outlook less promising than had been expected, 

returned to Canada. Por many years afterward he was proprietor of the 

Stratford Beacon, and on the formation of the Mackenzie ministry in Can

ada in 1873 became secretary of the premier. He returned for a time to 

Winnipeg after 1882. 

On the departure of Mr. Buckingham his one-half share was purchased 

by Mr. James Ross, son of the late Sheriff Alex. Ross. His was one of the 

brightest minds of the Red River settlement. The publication of the Nor'-

Wester took place for a time at Colony Gardens at the foot of Rupert 

street, and it several times shifted its location. In 1864 Mr. Ross, who had 

for two years previously opposed the company, sold out his share of the 
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Nor'-Wester to Mr. Coldwell, who again sold it to Dr. Schultz. In 1865 

Mr. Coldwell disposed of the whole newspaper to Dr. Schultz, and returned 

to Canada—to come back to Winnipeg, however, in 1869. Dr. Schultz 

owned the Nor'-Wester for three years. And though at first he was more 

moderate, yet perhaps the stormiest period of its history was now to come. 

In 1868 the Nor'-Wester was purchased by Mr. W. R. Bown, an Eng

lishman, a dentist of Winnipeg, but thoroughly in touch in political senti

ment and view with Dr. Schultz. On his entering into possession, the Nor'-

Wester instead of fortnightly was issued weekly. Under this management 

it continued until the end of the following year, when the political convul

sion on the Red river put an end to its troubled existence. Its agitations, 

misfortunes and conflicts were certainly many, leading one of its opponents 

to say: "Residents of the Red River settlement for some years past will 

experience no surprise on hearing our assertion that the influence of the 

press exercised here during that time has been one of almost unmixed 

evil." 

The career of the Nor'-Wester came to a sudden end under the reign 

of the bandit Riel. Riel and his followers, on November 2nd, took posses

sion of Fort Garry. Four days afterward, on the refusal of the editor of 

the Nor'-Wester to print Riel's "Public Notice to the Inhabitants of 

Rupert's Land, ' ' the rebel leader seized the editor and put him in close con

finement in his own printing office. Mr. Coldwell, who had now returned 

to Winnipeg, undertook to publish a new paper called the Red River 

Pioneer. It was to be issued on December 1, 1869, but it never saw the 

light. On the issue of "Governor" McDougall's proclamation on December 

1st, Riel placed a guard on the offices of the Nor'-Wester and Red Biver 

Pioneer. 

Thus the Nor'-Wester died and the Red River Pioneer was never born. 

On December 22, 1869, the Red River Pioneer was sold to Mr. M. H. Robin

son, a clever young American, who had come to Red River settlement and 

married into a well-known Hudson's Bay Company family. He named his 

paper the New Nation, a title that recalled the name which the Bois-Brules 

assumed fifty years before. 
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The most irritating and dangerous feature of the New Nation for the 

first three months of its existence was its thoroughly disloyal tone. Major 

Robinson, its American editor, conducted the paper as the organ of the 

Rielites and was outspoken in his annexationist sentiments. On January 

21, 1870, the following heading introduced the leading article:— 

CONSOLIDATION. 

The Future of the American Continent. 

One Flag! One Empire! 

Natural lines must prevail. 

Again, on January 7th, the New Nation said: " W e reply unhesitatingly 

that the United States offers us to-day that system of government which 

would best promote order and progress in our midst and open up rapidly 

a magnificent country of magnificent resources." For months these dis

loyal sentiments appeared in the columns under the countenance and 

authority of Riel. 

With the return to Red River of Bishop Tache, whose influence was at 

once exerted in mollifying the rebellious Riel, the New Nation also changed 

the tenor of its utterances. On March 31, 1870, Major Robinson, the 

editor, was conducted by a guard of armed men to Port Garry, in order that 

he might give up the keys of the New Nation printing office—but the keys 

being delivered, he was allowed to return to his quarters in Winnipeg. 

Thomas Spence, one of Riel's advisers, an intelligent Scotchman, was placed 

in charge of the paper, and annexation was spoken of no more in its 

columns. 

The now loyal New Nation continued to be issued during the summer 

of 1870, Bishop Tache being a regular contributor and evidently influenc

ing its policy. But on October 15, 1870, when Riel and his horde had dis

appeared, Messrs. Coldwell and Cunningham bought out the New Nation 

and issued the newspaper as the Manitoban. Robert Cunningham, a Scot

tish journalist, had come to Manitoba as representative of the Toronto Globe, 

became editor of the Manitoban, was elected a short time afterward as 

member for Marquette in the Dominion ParUament, and was a man of 
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considerable inteUigence and influence. The Manitoban is caUed by a con

temporary writer " a respectable and worthy newspaper," and had a good 

circulation in the province. 

The Manitoban being a government paper, and so chiefly interested in 

soothing down antagonisms then characterizing the fiery state of the com

munity, was regarded as a " t r immer," and so a small sheet called the 

News Letter was begun, whose business it was to agitate, to oppose the 

government, and to form an outlet for the exuberance of the "Canadian 

par ty ." It did not last long, and on July 11, 1871, was succeeded by the 

Liberal. The Liberal was a Uttle larger than the Manitoban, and was voted 

by the people as a " decided improvement on the little Netvs Letter in every 

respect.'' It was originated by the leaders of the Canadian party, and Mr. 

Stewart Mulvey, still well known in Winnipeg, was editor. It was strongly 

against the local government led by Attorney-General Clarke, and pursued 

Governor Archibald with unrelenting vigor. 

An effort was next made by Mr. Alexander Begg to found a "business 

paper"—independent of both political parties and devoted to the interests 

of Winnipeg. On January 1, 1871, he issued the Manitoba Trade Register. 

The little paper began to advocate the incorporation of Winnipeg. This 

drew down upon the infant venture the opposition of the Manitoban and of 

the Hudson's Bay Company. Obstacles were thrown in the way of its pub

lication, but by a combination of the editor with Hon. Mr. Royal the 

obstacles were overcome and the valorous little fault-finder was heard again. 

The next form of this journal was under the name of the Gazette and Trade 

Review, which appeared on March 9, 1872. This paper and the Liberal 

warmly supported incorporation, while the Manitoban seemed adverse. 

Le Metis, the French newspaper, was in existence in 1872 and was pub

lished in Winnipeg. It, with the Manitoljan and Gazette, was blotted out 

by the political cyclone that took place on the night of the Dominion elections 

in September, 1872. 

On November 9, 1872, the Manitoba Free Press was born. Mr. 

William P. Luxton, who is still in Winnipeg, became the dean of newspaper-

dom in the west, and for many years held the place of leadership. Coming 

from the county of Huron in Ontario, and with full experience of news-
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paper management, Mr. Luxton was editor of the new venture, and was 

associated with Mr. John Kenny as partner in the Weekly Free Press. 

Seven years after its founding, when its daily had become the leading paper 

of the west, a writer said of i t : "Wi th the reform banner nailed to the 

mast, it sailed into the somewhat troubled seas of political Manitoba, an 

uncompromising 'advocate of reform in politics and liberality in all 

things'; and with imported plant, talent, and long experience promised 

early to take the front place in the ranks of the newspaper literature of the 

country.' ' 

The Free Press has been in existence over thirty-three years, and has 

fortified its position with the proud claims—"The great western daily 

prints the largest paper in Canada. Carries more advertising than any 

other daily in the Dominion, and has a larger circulation than all other 

dailies of Manitoba and the North-West Territories combined." 

In 1890 the two newspapers which represented the Liberal party were 

the Free Press and the Tribune, the latter having begun in the previous 

year. These have continued for half a generation since that time, though 

they have relatively changed places in several ways. The Free Press has 

now become the greatest by far of the newspapers of the west and competes 

with the best ih Canada. Its advertising is greater and more lucrative 

than that of any newspaper in Canada. Its evening edition is called the 

"Free Press Bulletin." The Tribune continues as an evening paper, but 

regards itself as independent in politics. In 1894 the Conservative paper 

re-vived the historic name of "Nor'-Wester." On receiving some reinforce

ment in its capital it became in 1898 the Telegram, and has morning and 

evening editions. These newspapers provide a considerable amount of 

their editorial matter by discussing each other, and at times reviling one 

another. 

As the country has develped, new newspaper enterprises have arisen 

to meet the increasing wants and varying tastes of the community. The 

labor organization have a newspaper expressing their views in the Voice, 

while the social life of Winnipeg finds expression in Town Topics, which 

is the successor of Quiz and Sif tings of the older time. 
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Two excellent agricultural journals—^the North-West Farmer and 

Farmers' Advocate—have their headquarters in Winnipeg and, being ably 

conducted and skillfully managed, go to every part of western Canada. 

These journals have been of the very highest service to agriculture and are 

alert in meeting every agricultural crisis. The Commercial worthily deals 

with the business concerns of the pro-vince. 

Several of the church bodies have organs which speak for their people, 

though on account of their small circulation, only to the inner circle of their 

friends. One of these is the North-West Review, the organ of the English-

speaking Roman Catholics. The North-West Baptist likewise serves its own 

denomination, while the Yox Wesleyana voices the news of the Methodist 

collegians who belong to Wesley College, and the Manitoba College Journal 

occupies a similar place for the Presbyterian students. The Manitoba Scots

man pours forth its pseans of praise for the achievements of the men of the 

brown heath and shaggy wood. 

One of the more impressive and important facts relating to the poly

glot elements of the population is that the foreigners are very solicitous to 

have a newspaper among them. The Icelandic immigrants and their child

ren are determined to have newspapers in their own tongue, and accord

ingly print two secular papers called the Logberg, Liberal, and Heims-

kringla, Conservative, and have supported for twenty years a religious 

journal called Sameiningin. The Germans send out Der Nordwesten to 

represent the views of their nationality. Perhaps the most notable attempt 

to reach the foreigners of their own country is the issue of the Galician 

paper The Manitoba Farmer, published in Winnipeg under its Ruthenian 

name, and the monthly church paper whose name translated means The 

Daybreak. This religious paper is published by the Independent Greek 

church of Canada. The Swedes publish a weekly known as Canada-Postenk. 

The Eanadia Magyarsag represents the Hungarian people of western 

Canada. 

Manitoba has been extremely fortunate in most of its newspapers. As 

a rule, leaving aside some of the personal animadversions of the editors, the 

tone of the newspapers of western Canada is excellent and the highest 

praise is due to the editors for their firmness in reaching a high moral and 

patriotic standard. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

SKETCH OF POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT. 

As stated in a previous chapter, the first Lieutenant-Governor of 

Manitoba completed his cabinet January 12, 1871. Its personnel was as 

follows:— 

H. J. Clarke, premier and attorney-general. 

Hon. Alfred Boyd, minister of public works and agriculture. 

Hon. Marc Girard, pro-vincial treasurer. 

Hon. Thomas Howard, pro-vincial secretary. 

Hon. James McKay, without office. 

The government was confronted with the enormous task of organizing 

and setting in operation the machinery of representative institutions. Not

withstanding the essential difficulties of their undertaking and the deter

mined opposition which they had to endure, it was claimed for them at the 

end of the first year that: ' ' They had restored comparative peace and order 

in a community where so lately law had been set at defiance. The adminis

tration of justice had been secured by the establishment of courts and an 

efficient police force, a system of education established, important public 

works initiated, the liquor traffic brought under control, Indian teachers 

arranged for, immigration had received particular attention, and they had 

succeeded in laying a foundation, solid and substantial, upon which the 

future framework of social and political institutions might be permanently 

erected.'' 

Near the end of 1871 a change took place in the local government. Hon. 

Alfred Boyd resigned the office of public works. In his place Hon. John 

Norquay, a young English half-breed, the representative from High Bluff, 

was called to his place. There were .several reasons for this. First, as 

stated by Mr. Boyd, it was right that the EngUsh half-breeds should be 

represented. Thus far there was not one of them in the local government, 

nor had any one of them been chosen for the Dominion house—all this, 

though they had thirty-five per cent, of the population of the province. 
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Another reason was that the Portage district was not represented in the 
government. 

AU who knew Mr. Norquay wiU admit his dignity, his ability and his 

great qualities of heart. He came in at a critical time, when it was 

extremely necessary to allay discontent and prejudice, and, just as in old 

Rupert's Land the half-breeds had been a buffer between the white man 

and the Indian, so now this bright and genial half-breed leader became the 

reconciler of the pushing Canadian and the kindly but easy-going native. 

John Norquay did real service to his country. He first showed his abiUty 

in a keen point taken against Attorney-General Clarke on an election case, 

in the first year of the local legislature. In this he won. In later times he 

continued to be a necessary figure in any cabinet formed untU near his 

death, which took place at the early age of forty-eight, in the year 1889. 

In March, 1871, were elected the four members for the Dominion house. 

The province had been divided into four constituencies—that of Selkirk 

including Winnipeg; Provencher, the French county upon and east 

of Red River; Lisgar, the half-breed district about Lower Fort Garry; and 

Marquette, the Portage la Prairie region. For these there were chosen:— 

Selkirk—Donald A. Smith, old-timer candidate. 

Provencher—Pierre Delorme, Rielite French member. 

Lisgar—Dr. Schultz, Canadian party representative. 

Marquette—Dr. Lynch, Canadian party. 

Angus McKay, old-timer.—(A tie.) 

The Dominion election in the following year stirred up great excite

ment. The large number of new arrivals had made the list of qualified 

voters a beggarly portion of the whole population. It was maintained that 

the laws were being mainly framed in the interest of the old-timer; that 

it took two or three years for the incoming Canadian to obtain a vote. The 

effect of the restriction was to draw the line more clearly between the Cana

dians and old settlers. The election of 1872 resulted as follows: 1. In Sel

kirk, Donald A. Smith defeated Wilson, a strong representative of the dis

franchised Canadian party. -2. In Lisgar Dr. Schultz overcame Mr. E. H. 

G. Hay. 3. Marquette, Robert Cunningham was elected over Mr. John Nor-

17 
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quay. 4. In Provencher, Sir George Cartier was given an acclamation. 

Election day in Winnipeg was marked by riot and disorder. Towards even

ing at the close of the poUs, a number of men organized a band and 

attacked the offices of the government newspapers. These were the Mani

toban, the Gazette and the Metis—the last being the French newspaper pub

lished in Winnipeg at that time. A writer of the time curtly says: "The 

riots left us with only the 'Liberal' newspaper." 

In 1872 Governor Archibald resigned. His administration on the 

whole, as we have stated, had been efficient. But his leniency in dealing 

with the Riel and Fenian troubles had subjected him to bitter persecution. 

A newspaper, the Liberal, had been established in July, 1871, for the 

specific purpose of carrying on the agitation against him. Indignation 

meetings—a characteristic Winnipeg product of the early days—^had 

resolved against him. He had to suffer, also, for the remissness of the 

Dominion government. The success of the persistent agitation against him 

was celebrated in Winnipeg with bonfires and rejoicings. But that the 

opposition to him was not unanimous is shown by the fact that an address, 

signed by thirteen hundred settlers was presented to the governor express

ing their appreciation of his good qualities and of the part he played in 

overcoming discord and in seeking to unite and improve all classes of 

people. 

Early in 1872 the Ottawa government had appointed one of its mem

bers, Hon. Alexander Morris, as chief justice of Manitoba. This was an 

important position in view of the unsettled state of the province, and Mr. 

Morris was well suited as an experienced lawyer and man of affairs to 

preside over the courts with dignity. Now that the governor had departed, 

Mr. Morris was made deputy governor in his absence, and about the end of 

the year was appointed governor in place of Mr. Archibald. 

Governor Morris had written a pamphlet called "Nova Britannia," on 

Canadian federation, years before this movement took its later form. He 

had good ideas especially in education. He was really the immediate agent 

in the establishment of the Manitoba University. The governor's first test 

was a Metis deputation which waited on him to enquire what he intended to-

do in granting Archbishop Tache's claim that an amnesty had been-
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promised him for those in rebellion, notably Riel and Lepine. Governor 

Morris was as firm and decided as Governor Archibald had been lacking 

in backbone. The new governor stated that no colonial authority could 

grant an amnesty—only the Queen could do that. In addition he informed 

them that no amnesty had been promised, except for deeds prior to the 

execution of Scott at Port Garry. 

Soon the rapid increase of population wrought corresponding changes 

in ways of political thinking and acting. The new comers were suspicious 

of the old regime. Winnipeg looked askance at Port Garry. To carry out 

their views a secret organization was formed. This was known as "The 

Grangers." Its chief object was to counteract the influence of the Hud

son's Bay Company. In the meantime Mr. Donald A. Smith, having been 

chosen to the house of commons was required to resign his seat in the local 

legislature. To fill the vacancy of Winnipeg the choice of the Grangers 

fell on Mr. R. A. Davis. Davis was a stranger, who came to Winnipeg 

during the time of the rebellion. Possessed of some means, he bought out 

the hostelry belonging to "Dutch George" (George Emerling). The hotel 

then became the ' ' Davis House.'' The position of a hotel keeper is not usu

ally taken as one fitting a man to become a public representative. Davis 

was, however, a fair-minded, honorable and honest man. His opponent was 

Mr. Alexander McMicken, still a citizen of Winnipeg. Davis, backed by 

the Grangers, went in with a sweep (April 4, 1874). 

The leader of the government, Attorney-General Clarke, had lost the 

confidence of the English-speaking people. He sought now to conciliate 

them, but his repentance came too late. Mr. R. A. Davis knew why he had 

been elected. Public affairs became very warm. What was called a ' ' scrim

mage ' ' took place between the two protagonists. By a vote of want of con

fidence of fifteen to seven, the house sealed the fate of the Clarke 

government. 

Hon. IM. A. Girard was called on to form a government; and did so, 

the new ministry being composed of: Hon. M. Girard, secretary and prem

ier; Hon. James McKay, president of the council; Hon. E. H. G. Hay, agri

culture and public works; R. A. Davis, treasurer; Hon. Joseph Dubuc, 

attorney-general; and Hon. Francis Ogletree, without portfolio. 
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Before the end of the year (in December, 1874) this ministry resigned. 

A new cabinet was formed, with Hon. R. A. Davis as premier, and Honor

ables Joseph Royal and Colin Inkster as ministers. On grounds of economy 

a reduction in the number of ministers had been made, the place of 

attorney-general being filled by a Crown counsel outside of the cabinet in 

the person of Mr. D. Walker. Premier Davis certainly developed remark

able powers of leadership. Begining as a novice, he rapidly changed the 

affairs of the province from chaos to a condition of order. He was treasurer 

and soon brought the finances into a satisfactory state. 

The changes in population were reflected in the constitution of the 

second legislature of Manitoba. Hitherto the English and French seats 

in the legislature had been equal. The two elements were now: English, 

fourteen; French, ten. The French, in the general Dominion election, had 

returned Louis Riel for the county of Provencher. The persistence with 

which the French people clung to Riel was certainly remarkable, and his 

ability to obtain an election against all opposition shows his influence among 

his own people. His stealthy appearance at Ottawa, his surreptitious 

entrance to the house of commons, the hasty signing of his name and his 

unceremonious retreat, made one of the most remarkable episodes in the 

life of the Dominion parUament. However, as Riel had become an outlaw, 

and his flight from Canada had been secured by a large sum of government 

money, his name was struck off the parliamentary register. 

Two important political events marked the Davis government—^the 

agitation for "better terms" and the abolition of the legislative council or 

the "Petty House of Lords" as it was often caUed. It was contended that 

the subsidy granted to the province on her admission to confederation was 

insufficient to carry on the government, and that the time had come for a 

readjustment. New provinces are always impecumious, and Manitoba cer

tainly was so in the early years of its history. Everything was to be begun. 

BuUdings were required, the ordinary roads and bridges were badly needed, 

educational and social improvements were all cried for, but the money from 

the subsidy was in no way sufficient for these things. 

The demand for increased subsidy and the other items of the "better 

terms" was placed before the Ottawa authorities by the ministers Davis and 
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Royal. The matter was one of long standing, and its settlement affected many 

interests, even reaching the question of the Manitoba Legislative Council. 

The principal point was the increased subsidy. Hon. Alexander Mackenzie 

was very quick to see an opportunity for freeing the people not only of 

an annual expenditure of some three or four thousand doUars a year for 

the legislative council, but also a much greater boon in delivering the pro

vince from the incubus of a body which had already begun to defy public 

opinion. Accordingly the Dominion government agreed to give a consider

able increase of annual subsidy to the province, on condition of the pro

vince leading the way by saving the expense of the upper house. 

The news that the Dominion government had accepted the views of the 

delegation sent to represent Manitoba caused much satisfaction in the pro

vince. The prospect of a substantial increase in annual subsidy was uni

versally acceptable, though the condition coupled with it of cutting down 

the extravagant expenditure on legislation, too large for a small province, 

raised doubt among those of the official class. The prospect of obtaining 

suitable government buildings was agreeable, and the settlement of out

standing accounts between the province and the Dominion was but justice. 

The point of difference was the abolition of the legislative council. 

In the local legislature of 1876 the question came up for settlement. 

It became a hot newspaper question. The chief opponent to the measure in 

the upper house was Dr. O'DonneU, and it was with his utterances and 

opposition that the newspapers chiefly dealt. It was necessary that the 

"Pet ty House of Lords" should vote itself out of existence. Self-abnega

tion is not a usual feature of politicians. The legislative assembly voted on 

the measure, and were unanimous save with one exception. The govern

ment had arranged beforehand with a majority of the members comprising 

the council to vote themselves out of office. The upper house was, there

fore, strangely docile, at least so far as the majority was concerned, in pass

ing the motion to obliterate themselves. The division in the upper house 

was: Yeas—Hon. Donald Gunn, Hon. Francis Ogletree, Hon. Colin Inkster, 

Hon. James McKay (casting vote)—4. Nays—Hon. Dr. O'DonneU, Hon. 

P. Dauphinais, Hon. S. Hamelin—3. The out-going councillors who voted 

in favor of abolition were provided for by appointing them to other offices. 



262 HISTORY OP MANITOBA. 

In 1877 the completion of his term by Governor Morris led to the 

appointment by the Mackenzie government of the Hon. Joseph Cauchon as 

Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba. It was no doubt the antagonism between 

the conflicting parties in the Riel rebellion eight years before this time that 

led to much criticism of the appointment Mr. Cauchon had been an old 

opponent of Mr. Mackenzie, so that many strong Liberals disapproved of 

the appointment. No doubt, too, the irritation of the people on the railway 

question led to severe censure of the Dominion government in its appoint

ment at this juncture. 

Governor Cauchon filled the duties of his office, under the circum

stances, with justice and quietness. The governor was sworn into office on 

December 3, 1877. 

The year 1878 was a year of elections, both Dominion and provincial. 

In the former public attention was directed to the contest for the Selkirk 

seat. The election was a severe test of Mr. Donald A. Smith's power in 

political affairs. Mr. Smith was a many-sided representative of the very 

best type. He represented great business interests, a varied population of 

half-breeds, of both French and English origin; he also, as was said, having 

"Scotch ability united to Canadian patriotism," stood for the white settlers 

of Red River settlement, while at the same time he was interested in Cana

dian advancement, being a strong power in the leading Canadian bank, as 

well as aiming to open up the country by railways. 

Without parading it, he was an ' ' independent,'' if there ever was one. 

His strong stand on the Pacific scandal led to a breach with his own party, 

and he was in consequence a supporter of Mr. Mackenzie's government. 

The government was, however, on account of its railway policy, unpopular 

in Winnipeg and the surrounding county of Selkirk. In consequence the 

county of Selkirk was thought to be a very doubtful constituency in this 

year of general election. 

Seeing the opportunity to test the feeling with some hope of success, 

former Lieutenant-Governor Morris, a strong friend of Sir John A. Mac

donald, became the opposition candidate. Mr. Morris was in every way an 

acceptable and respected candidate, and he had, moreover, the tide of Win

nipeg discontent flowing in his favor. In addition to this the elections m 
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Manitoba were a week later than those in the east, and the Dominion having 

defeated the Mackenzie government, Mr. Morris evidently had a great advan

tage. In the other seats of the province there were two acclamations. Dr. 

Schultz was allowed to be elected by the retirement, at nomination, of his 

opponent. Hon. J. Dubuc was unanimously chosen in Provencher. In Mar

quette a severe contest was proceeding between IMr. Joseph Ryan, now Judge 

Ryan, and Mr. W. F . Luxton. Sir John A Macdonald had been defeated 

in Kingston, his home city, but his party had been triumphantly returned 

to power. It was necessary for a seat to be found for Sir John. Accord

ingly Mr. Ryan, and afterwards Mr. Luxton retired in his favor, so that 

Sir John was elected by acclamation. 

The combatants in the county of Selkirk, however, kept up the flght. 

Mr. Morris and his supporters were very confident, and the defeat through

out the Dominion damped the ardor of Mr. Smith's supporters. However al 

the close of the polls it was found that Mr. Smith had been elected by the 

small majority of ten votes. 

The affairs of the pro-vince were being conducted on a no-party basis. 

In October, 1878, Hon. R. A. Davis resigned his position as premier, lea-ving 

the stormy sea of politics, and at the same time his minister of agriculture, 

Hon. James McKay (who had taken the place of Hon. Charles Nolin), also 

retired. On the call of the lieutenant-governor, Hon. John Norquay (who 

had been added to the Davis ministry in the capacity of pro-vincial secre

tary) became premier of the province. This event deserves more than a 

mere mention. To all friends of the pro-vince it was a strong desire to see 

the old-time rivalries done away with. "Old settler" and "Canadian" 

were ceasing to be political battle cries. Hon. John Norquay had the blood 

of the country in his viens, and so was a useful link in binding the two 

opposing sections together. He had been drawn into the Davis government 

from the ranks of the opposition and to smooth over the artificial lines of 

partisan differences. He was a man of pacific and attractive disposition, 

and he had steadily grown in public favor until he had become one of the 

best public speakers in the pro-vince. 

Mr. Norquay selected as his colleagues Hon. Joseph Royal, as minister 

of pubUc works; Hon. D. M. Walker, attorney-general; Hon. C. P. Bro-wn, 
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pro-vincial secretary; and, later on, Hon. Pierre Delorme, as president of the 

council and minister of agriculture. 

The differences of opinion in the legislature were chiefly personal, the 

character of the candidates being in general the determining factor. The 

members chosen from the various constituencies in 1878 were:— 

Government: St. Andrew's South, Hon. John Norquay; St. Francois 

Xavier East, Hon. Joseph Royal; Westbourne, Hon. C. P. Brown; St. 

James, Hon. D. M. Walker; St. Clement, Mr. J . W. Sif ton; St. Andrew's 

North, Mr. John Gunn; St. Boniface, Mr. Lariviere; St. Anne's, Mr. Charles 

Nolin; St. Vital, Mr. M. Goulet; St. Norbert, Mr. M. Delorme; Ste. Agathe, 

Mr. M. Taillefer; St. Charles, Mr. A. Murray; Headingly, Mr. John Tay

lor; St. Francois Xavier West, Mr. L. Schmidt; Baie St. Paul, Mr. And. 

Bourke; Burnside, Kenneth McKenzie—16. 

Opposition: Winnipeg, Capt. Scott; Pembina, M. Stevenson; Rockwood, 

Mr. Thomas Lusted; High Bluff and Poplar Point, Mr. J . A. K. Drum

mond ; Springfield, Mr. A. W. Ross; Kildonan, Mr. Alex. Sutherland—6. 

Independents: St. Paul's, Mr. S. C. Biggs; Portage la Prairie, Dr. 

Cowan. 

The Norquay government also had to deal with the agitation for better 

terms from the Dominion. The legislature directed Messrs. Norquay and 

Royal to "proceed to Ottawa and urge upon the government of the Domin

ion a consideration of certain matters affecting the progress and welfare of 

the province." A decisive settlement of the various matters was urged, and 

the attitude of the Manitobans was so determined and persistent that the 

demands were obtained to a large extent, at least for the time. The con

cessions were construction of provincial buildings, liberal railway policy, 

sale of school lands, drainage of marsh lands, and an advance on capital 

account. 

On the return of the deputation from Ottawa great excitement was 

produced by the resignation of Hon. Joseph Royal on the plea that the 

English element -was receiving more than its share of the government favors. 

It was simply the coming of the inevitable. The balance of power had 

changed, andthe'cry for representation of the new settlements could not be 

longer resisted. The government nOw became entirely EngUsh, Mr. S. C. 



HISTORY OP MANITOBA. 265 

Biggs and Mr. John Taylor assuming the portfolios resigned by Messrs. 
Royal and Delorme. 

The redistribution biU was then introduced, giving the new settlements 

representation, and the poUcy of the government was to diminish the 

French printing. The redistribution led to seventeen English-speaking 

constituencies to seven French-speaking, while eight years before they had 

been twelve to twelve. 

Following an appeal to the country by the local government, the general 

elections in December, 1879, returned a sweeping majority for the govern

ment, and of the French members six were supporters of the administra

tion. The cabinet was also reconstructed, Mr. Biggs being succeeded by Mr. 

M. A. Girard, and Mr. John Taylor (who had been defeated at the general 

elections) by Hon. Maxime Goulet. Thus the French once more had two 

representatives in the government. 

The legislature was made up as follows: Gladstone, Hon. C. P. Brown; 

Portage la Prairie, Dr. Cowan; Baie St. Paul, Girard; Woodlands, Lipsett; 

Rockwood, Aikins; St. Clements, Hay; St. Andrew's, Norquay; Kildonan, 

A. M. Sutherland; Springfield, A. W. Ross; St. Boniface, Lari-viere; West

bourne, Walker; Burnside, Smith; St. Francois Xavier, Breland; Assini

boia, Murray; Winnipeg, Capt. Scott; Cartier, ; Emerson, Nash; Duf

ferin South, Winram; La Verandrye, Goulet; Morris, Taillefer; Mountain, 

T. Greenway; High Bluff, Drummond; Dufferin North, Laughlin. 

In 1882 Lieutenant-Governor Cauchon's term of office expired, and he 

was succeeded on December 2nd of the same year by Hon. J. C. Aikins. Mr. 

Aikins was an ardent Canadian, an experienced parliamentarian, a social 

reformer, a religious leader, and began his career in Manitoba under very 

favorable auspices. 

While almost all of the other provinces of the Dominion had held 

general elections in 1882, the Manitoba turmoil did not come till January, 

1883. Party lines were now becoming strictly drawn, and though Mr. 

Norquay and his government were seriously weighted with the disallowance 

policy and unsuccessful land administration of their-friends at Ottawa, yet 

the Manitoba government was strongly sustained by the province. The 

Liberals were, however, greatly cheered by carrying the city of Winnipeg 

with its two seats and by the election of their three strongest leaders. 
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Messrs. Greenway, Martin and Finlay Young. The following are the con

stituencies (there being five new ones created by the extension of the 

boundary westward) and their members:— 

Assiniboia—Alex. Murray, C. 

Baie St. Paul—E. L. Fairbanks, C. 

Birtle—E. P. Leacock, C. 

Brandon—J. E. Woodworth, C. 

Burnside—I. Mawhinney, C. 

Cartier—J. J. Lecompte, C. 

Dauphin—J. A. Davidson, C. 

Dufferin N.—D. H. Wilson, M.D., C. 

Dufferin S.—W. Winram, L. 

Emerson—P. E. Burnham, L. 

High Bluff—William Crawford, C. 

Kildonan—Alex. M. Sutherland, C. 

La Verandrye—Maxime Goulet, L. 

Minnedosa—D. H. Harrison, M.D., C. 

Morris—H. Tennant, C. 

Mountain—T. Greenway, L. 

Norfolk—Chas. Hay, L. 

Portage la Prairie—Joseph Martin, L. 

Rockwood—S. J. Jackson, L. 

Springfield—J. H. Bell, L. 

Ste. Agathe—Alex. Kittson, C. 

St. Andrew's—Hon. J. Norquay, C. 

St. Boniface—Hon. A. A. Lariviere, C. 

St. Clement's—Capt. J. B. AUan, C. 

St. Francois Xa-vier—E. P. Gigot, C. 

Turtle Mountain—F. McN. Young, L. 

Varennes—(Election deferred). 

Westbourne—Hon. C. P. Brown, C. 

Winnipeg North—E. G. Conklin, L. 

Winnipeg South—A. C. KiUam, L. 

Woodlands—W. Wagner, C. 
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The Dominion general elections in 1882 showed a great redistribution 

of parties. The government, though successful on the whole, failed to 

elect a majority from the Manitoba constituencies. Provencher returned 

Joseph Royal by acclamation, while the other constituencies were repre

sented as foUows: Marquette, Robert Watson, elected over E. McDonald; 

Lisgar, A. W. Ross, elected over Hon. J. C. Schultz; Selkirk, Hugh Suther

land over Stewart Mulvey; Winnipeg, Col. Scott elected over E. G. ConkUn 

and Col. Osborne Smith. 

The difficulties of the Norquay administration increased with each year 

of its existence. The history of its defeat and coUapse belongs with the 

history of railroad affairs during this period, and is told under that title. 

With the passing from power of the Norquay government and its short

lived successor, the Harrison ministry, the Liberals with Premier Greenway 

at their head, got their innings. The success of Messrs. Greenway and 

Martin in their fight at Ottawa for Manitoba's "provincial r ights" in the 

chartering of railroads, although a provincial rather than a political -victory, 

added prestige to their party, and the opposition was reduced to an insig

nificant minority. After the government had obtained the passage of its 

redistribution bill which increased the members to thirty-eight and gave the 

new districts increased representation, an appeal was made to the country. 

The general election took place on July 19, 1888. and resulted in a great 

sweep for the government, ten Liberals being elected by acclamation. The 

members and the constituencies were as follows:— 

Beautiful Plains—J. Crawford, L. 

Birtle—C. J. Mickle, L. 

Brandon Centre—Hon. J. A. Smart, L. 

Brandon North—Clifford Sifton, L. 

Brandon South—H. C. Graham, L. 

Cartier—Thomas Gelley, L. 

Carillon—M. Jerome, L. 

Cypress—E. Wood, C. 

Dennis—D. McLean, L. 

Dufferin—R. P. Roblin, L. 
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Emerson—James Thompson, L. 

Kildonan—Hon. J. Norquay, C. 

KiUarney—P. M. Young, L. 

Lansdowne—E. Dickson, L. 

Lakeside—K. McKenzie, L. 

La Verandrye—E. Lagemodiere, L. 

Lome—R. O'MaUey, C. 

Manitou—W. Winram, L. 

Minnedosa—J. D. GiUies, C. 

Mountain—Hon. Thomas Greenway, L. 

Morden—A. Lawrence, L. 

Morris—A. P. Martin, L. 

Norfolk—S. J. Thompson, L. 

Portage la Prairie—Hon. J. Martin, L. 

Rosenfeld—E. Winkler, L. 

Rockwood—S. J . Jackson, L. 

Russell—James Fisher, L. 

St. Andrew's—P. W. Colcleugh, L. 

St. Boniface—R. Marion, C. 

Shoal Lake—James Harrower, L. 

Souris—A. M. Campbell, L. 

Springfield—T. H. Smith, L. 

Turtle Mountain—J. Hettle, L. 

Winnipeg C—Col. D. H. McMiUan, L. 

Winnipeg S.—Isaac Campbell, L. 

AVinnipeg N.—Hon. L. M. Jones, L. 

Westbourne—T. L. Morton, L. 

Woodlands—J. E. P. Prendergast, L. 

Government, 33; opposition, 5. 

In the same year a change took place in the office of provincial 

governor. Lieutenant-Governor Aikins retired at the end of his term, and 

although there was a strong element in favor of Premier Norquay, yet the 
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appointment went to Dr. Schultz, who had been a most prominent repre

sentative of the province for a long time. 

Early in the years of the Greenway ministry the celebrated "Manitoba 

School Question" arose, which meant nothing short of the entire abolition 

of the separate schools hitherto enjoyed by the Roman Catholics. The new 

School Act was passed in 1890. I t was appealed to the Dominion government 

and the English privy councU. Several times during the history of this 

question, the Greenway government went to the country and was sustained 

by overwhelming majorities. 

During the twelve years' rule of the Greenway ministry, the period of 

Dr. Schultz's governorship ended and he was succeeded in 1894 by Hon. 

James C. Patterson, who had been a member of the Dominion Parliament. 

Lieutenant-Governor Patterson was from western Ontario and continued 

till 1900, when he was succeeded by the present governor, Hon. D. H. 

McMillan, who has since become Sir Daniel McMillan. 

Near the end of Lieutenant-Governor Patterson's term of office the 

Greenway government, having been long in power, became over-confident, 

and were defeated in the general election of 1900 by the Conservatives, led 

by Hon. Hugh John Macdonald, whose father had been so long the Premier 

of the Dominion. Mr. Macdonald had pledged himself to bring in a 

measure for the total prohibition of the liquor traffic. He carried out his 

pledge and the Prohibition Act was passed. Mr. Macdonald was induced 

in the general elections for the Dominion to, resign his Premiership and 

oppose Hon. Clifford Sifton, minister of interior, in the constituency of 

Brandon. Mr. Macdonald was defeated. On his retirement from the 

Premiership, Hon. R. P. Roblin, the present prejnier, became head of the 

local government. He was re-elected at the general election for the province 

in 1904. 

The next Dominion general election after that of 1882 occurred in 

1887, when the Macdonald ministry was again sustained at the polls, and 

Manitoba sent down a majority of its members to Ottawa to support the 

ministry which had successfully completed the Canadian Pacific Railway 

in 1886. 
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The following parliament was not allowed to live out its natural term 

of life, but was dissolved in 1890, shortly after which a general election was 

held. The result was strongly in favor of the Macdonald government, four 

of the Manitoba members being elected to support it with but one opponent. 

The Manitoba school question arising out of the Province of Manitoba 

abolishing separate schools now began to be felt in Dominion politics. The 

election of 1896 marked the return to power of the Liberals, led by Hon. 

Wilfrid Laurier. This was a revolution of a peaceful kind, and though 

the question which overturned the Conservative government was that of 

Manitoba's educational policy, yet the majority of four in the province 

supported the old government while one Independent was elected, and one 

professed Liberal only. The formation of the Laurier government and 

recurrence of a series of fruitful seasons in Canada led to the strengthening 

in the west of the Liberal party. The school question gradually quieted 

down and in October, 1900, another general election resulted in three Con

servatives being returned in Manitoba, two decided Liberals, an Independ

ent, and Winnipeg sent a labor representative. The project of building 

the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway became an important element in the 

general elections which took place on October 27, 1904. The growth of 

the Province of Manitoba in population now led to its having the right 

to elect ten members. As in the case of the North-West Territories and 

British Columbia Manitoba strongly supported the Liberal government. 

The Laurier government elected seven and the Conservatives three members 

in Manitoba.* 

*The following are the members of this parliament: 

Brandon—Hon. Clifford Sifton, L. 
Dauphin—Theodore A. Burrows, L. 
Lisgar—Hon. T. Greenway, L. 
Macdonald—W. D. Staples, C. 
Marquette—Dr. W. J. Roche, C. 
Portage la Prairie—John Crawford, L. 
Selkirk—S. J. Jackson, L. 
Souris—Dr. P. L. Schaffner, C. 
Winnipeg—D. W. Bole, L. 
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The enormous immigration pouring into western Canada is giving 

the west added importance in the councils of the nation. Two new provinces 

west of Manitoba—Saskatchewan and Alberta—were organized in 1905, 

and the time may come when the majority of the population of Canada, 

and therefore the preponderance of political power, will be found west of 

Lake Superior. 

Like all new provinces Manitoba has shown a disposition to vary much 

in its political opinions. The question of the hour may be said to largely 

determine which party shaU be supreme. By the end of the present parlia

ment the thirty-eight years of provincial existence will be found to be 

divided pretty equally between the two political parties with a slight pre

ponderance in favor of the Conservatives. 

Meanwhile the people of the province have overcome their inexperience 

so patent in 1871 and have been found equal to all the exigencies of their 

developing provincial life. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM OF MANITOBA. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

When Lord Selkirk projected his colony on the banks of Red river, it 

was part of his comprehensive plan that his people should have fuU educa

tional and religious advantages. He recognized, on his visit to Red River in 

1817 the need of these opportunties for Protestants and Catholics alUie. On 

the Earl's return to England he took steps to provide his colonists with the 

promised facilities. Before going to France in 1819 he gave orders for the 

despatch of a Protestant clergyman to the English-speaking part of his 

colony, having previously set apart land for a church and schools. In 

1820 the Scottish settlers had erected a schoolhouse which served alike for 

religious and educational purposes. This was built upon a site now 

included within the limits of the city of Winnipeg. 

Not earlier in design, though earlier in execution, was the purpose of 

Lord Selkirk to provide for service and teaching among his Roman Catholic 

colonists. Through his efforts in Montreal, a distinguished French Cana

dian priest, known afterwards as Bishop Provencher, journeyed to Red 

River. As early as 1818 the Roman Catholic mission at St. Boniface, on 

Red river, opposite Winnipeg, was begun, and beside it rose a school. 

At this school, shortly afterwards, we are told, there was pupils in the 

humanities. The Catholic church has confined its attention chiefly to the 

Indians and the Indian half-breeds of French origin. Schools and con

vents have been erected and maintained in a considerable number of 

places throughout Manitoba and the North-West Territories. The school 

at St. Boniface later became the CoUege of St. Boniface. 

When, in 1835, the Red River settlement was organized under the 

name of the "District of Assiniboia" and passed under the rule of a councU 

appointed by the Hudson's Bay Company, there seems to have been no 

public pro-vision for schools made by this government. Each church erected 

had by its side a school under the control of the missionary. There was 

no system of taxation in vogue, but the school was sustained by private sub-
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