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was a briUiant Unguist, For several years he was editor 
of the Pictou News. 

Hon. George Geddie Patterson was bom at Green HiU, 
and is a son of the late Rev. George Patterson, D.D. He is 
a graduate of Dalhousie University and Law School, and 
practiced in New Glasgow, where he now resides. He was 
appointed Judge of the County Court in 1907. 

Edward Mortimer Macdonald, was bom in 1865. Edu
cated at Pictou Academy and Dalhousie University, he 
was admitted to the bar in 1887. He has successfuUy 
practiced his profession at Pictou, where he is head of the 
firm of Macdonald, Ives and Chipman. He has repre
sented the County of Pictou in Parliament since 1897. 
Mr. Macdonald has always taken an active part in politi
cal matters and is today one of the most influential leaders 
and supporters of the Liberal Party. 

The leader of the Conservative party in the Local House, 
Halifax, is Charles E. Tanner, also a lawyer and a native 
of Pictou town, born there in 1857. In 1888 he was ap
pointed Recorder and Stipendiary Magistrate for the 
Town and stiU holds that ofiice. 

The list below gives 63 names who entered the legal 
profession from the County. The place of birth and 
present location is given. 

BELL, ISAAC, New Glasgow; Winnipeg, Man. 
Son of late Hon. A. C. Bell. 

BLANCHARD, HIRAM, Hon., Pictou; Died 1874. 
Premier for the Province. 

BROWN, ROBERT, Saltsprings; California. 
BROWNRIGG, W M . H . , Pictou; Deceased. 
CAMERON, JOHN MCKINLAY, Scotch HUl; Calgary, Alta. 
DICKSON, W M . A., K . C , Pictou; Pictou, N. S. 
DOUGLAS, JOHN C , B.A., LL.B., Stellarton; Glace Bay, 

C B. 
Member of the Legislative Assembly. 
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DouLL, JOHN, LL.B., New Glasgow; New Glasgow, N. S. 

ELLIOTT, GEO. H . , Pictou; Deceased. 
Mr. Elliott was the son of the Rev. Charles Elliott, the first 
Episcopal minister in Pictou. Born in 1842, admitted to the 
bar in 1868, died in 1904. He practiced law in Pictou. 

FITZPATRICK, H . K . , B.A., LL.B., Scotsbum; New Glas
gow, N. S. 

Brother of Rev. Jas. Fitzpatrick, New Annan, N. S. 

FoGO, JAMES, HON. , Pictou; Died 1897. 
Judge of Probate. 

FORBES, JAMES G. , HON. , Blue Mountain; St. John, N. B. 
Judge of the County Court. 

ERASER, ALISTER, B.A., LL.B., New Glasgow; Moose 
Jaw, Sask. 

ERASER, DUNCAN C , HON. B.A., LL.D., ChurchvUle; 
Died 1910. 

Lieutenant Governor of the Province. 

ERASER, JAMES A., New Glasgow; Deceased. 

ERASER, JAMES H . , B.A. Harvard Univ., Alma; Toronto, 
Ont. 

ERASER, THOMAS M . , LL.B., HopeweU; Saskatoon, Sask. 

GRAHAM, ROBERT H . , B.A,, K . C , New Glasgow; New 
Glasgow, N. S. 

GRAHAM, RODERICK D . , New Glasgow; Graduated, 1914. 
Brother of Robt. H. Graham. 

GRAY, W M . S., B.A., LL.B., HopeweU; MacLeod, Alberta. 

GUNN, ALEX. D . , LL.B., East River, St. Mary's; Sydney, 
C B . 

Mayor of Sydney. 

HOLMES, SIMON H . , HON. , K . C , SpringvUle; Halifax, N.S. 
Prothonotary of Supreme Court. 

HUGGAN, M . , IRA, Avondale; Boston, Mass. 

IVES, WELSFORD B . , LL.B., Pictou; Pictou, N. S. 

LANE, CHARLES W . , Pictou; Lunenburg, N. S. 
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LANGILLE, ROBERT M . , M.A., LL.B., River John; Syd
ney, C B. 

MACDONALD, ALVIN F . , B.A., LL.B., HopeweU; Halifax, 
N. S. 

Editor, Morning Chronicle. 

MACDONALD, CHAS. D . , B.A., Pictou; Died in 1908. 

MACDONALD, DONALD D . , BaUey's Brook. 
Grad. of Law School, Halifax, 1914. 

MACDONALD, EDWARD M . , K . C , M.P., Pictou; Pictou, 
N . S . 

MACDONALD, JOHN W . , B.A., Pictou. 
Son E. M. Macdonald, M.P. 

MACDONALD, WILLIAM C , B.A., BaUey's Brook; HaUfax, 
N. S. 

Wm. C , and D. D. Macdonald are sons of late D. D. Macdon
ald, Bailey's Brook. 

MCDONALD, A. C , West River; Died in 1869. 

MCDONALD, A. J., Lismore; Died at Mabou, C B. 

MCDONALD, JAMES, HON. , BridgeviUe; Died in 1912. 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia. 

MCDONALD, WILLIAM, Pictou; Pictou, N. S. 
MCGILLIVRAY, ANGUS, HON. , BaUey's Brook; Antigonish, 

N. S. 
Judge of the County Court. 

MCGILLIVRAY, JOHN, McLennan's Brook; Died in 1901. 
Born April 2, 1847. Educated at Dal. College. Began the 
practice of law in New Glasgow, 1877. 

M C I N N E S , HECTOR, K . C , Lyon's Brook; Halifax, N. S. 
Lecturer on the Practice and Procedure of Law, Dalhousie 
University, Halifax. Firm McInnes, MeUish, Fulton & 
Kenny, 

M A C K A Y , ADAMS A., K . C , River John, Halifax, N. S. 

MACKAY, ALEX. T . , B.A., Pictou. 
Grad. Halifax Law school, 1913. 
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MACKAY, IRA W . , M.A., Ph.D., Scotsburn; Saskatoon, 

Sask. 

Prof. Political Economy, Univ. of Saskatchewan. 

MACKAY, HARRY B . , LL.B., Scotsbum; WestviUe, N. S. 

M C K A Y , N E I L F . , West River; Kaslo, B. C 

M C K A Y , RODERICK G. , LL.B., East River, St. Mary's; 
New Glasgow, N. S. 

MCKINLAY, JOHN, Pictou; Died in 1888. 

MACKENZIE, GEO, A., Four MUe Brook; Deceased. 
Rev. Chas. E. Mackenzie, Galliopolis, Ohio, and A. Stanley 
Mackenzie, President of Dal., University, Halifax, are sons of 
late Geo. A. Mackenzie. 

MACLELLAN, R . W . , B.A., LL.B. 
Mr. Maclellan was a son of W. E. Maclellan, Post Office In
spector, Halifax. He was seriously injured in a game of foot
ball, from which he died November 10, 1910, at the age of 23. 
He was a young man of great promise, clever, manly, and to 
all appearances had a brilliant career before him. 

MACLELLAN, W . E . , LL.B., Durham; Halifax, N. S. 
Post Office Inspector for Nova Scotia. 

MCLEOD, JOHN D . , K . C , West River; Pictou, N. S. 
Judge of Probate. 

MADDIN, JAS. W , , L L , B , , WestviUe; Sydney, C B. 

MARTIN, JOHN J., B.A., LL.B., SteUarton; Cranbrook, 

B. C 

MATHESON, DAVID, West River; Died 1886. 

MUNRO, HENRY T , , B , A , , Pictou; Cambridge, Mass, 
Asst, Prof., International Law, Harvard University. 

PATTERSON, G E O . G, , HON, , M.A., LL.B., Green HUl; New 
Glasgow, N. S. 

Judge of the County Court and Lecturer on evidence at Dal
housie University, Halifax, N. S. 

POWER, JOHN J,, M,A,, K . C , Pictou; Halifax, N. S. 

Ross, JOHN U . , K . C , Pictou; Pictou, N. S. 
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SINCLAIR, DONALD C , B.A., LL.B., New Glasgow; New 
Glasgow, N. S. 

STEWART, JAMES MCGREGOR, B.A., Pictou. 
Grad. Halifax Law school, 1914. He is a son of James Mc
Gregor Stewart, who took his degree of B.A., from Dalhousie 
in 1876; afterwards practiced law in Pictou. Dr. John Stew
art, Halifax, and Rev. Thos. Stewart D.D,, Presbyterian Col
lege, are brothers of the last named. Their father was Rev. 
Murdoch Stewart, Whycocomagh, C. B. 

TANNER, CHAS. E . , K . C , M.P.P., Pictou; Pictou, N. S. 
Leader of the opposition in the House of Assembly, Halifax, 
N. S. 

TURNER, J. W. M., Merigomish; Died in California. 

TwEEDiE, T. M., LL.B., Stellarton; Calgary, Alta. 
Harvard Law School, Member Legislative Assembly. 

VAIR, JAMES D . , B.A., Pictou. 
Grad. Halifax Law School, 1913. 
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PICTOU'S OLD ACADEMY 

Perchance some scoffing passer-by may srmle 
In wonder at thy frame, so quaint and crude. 
Considering not, through ignorance, the brood 

That found thee wondrous kind and wise, the while 
Outstretched, thy wings protected them from guile: 

Upbrought and nurtured them to war with rude 
Strong error, rooted in the multitude 

And for the heraldings that reconcile. 

Commerce and Culture felt thy fine foresight; 
Altar and Court-room, Science, Arts of Skill, 

Drew from thy sons safe leaders, and the State 
Enlisted many a stalwart potentate. 

Made fit in thee to sense the people's will 
Yet strong to boldly dare and do the right. 

Peter M. MacDonald 
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CHAPTER VI 

T H E STORY OF PICTOU ACADEMY 

PICTOU Academy wUl be one hundred years old, March 
26, 1916. I t is one of the best known and probably, 

the most famous academy of learning in Canada. Over it 
was fought the battle of the nineteenth century against 
unconstitutional government and religious intolerance. 
I t was largely over the rights and wrongs of the Academy, 
more than any other question, that the fight was waged 
and won for responsible government in Nova Scotia. I t 
was a great educator in our provincial politics. Under it 
and through this great conflict our ablest statesmen were 
educated. The Ufe of the Presbyterian Church hung upon 
it, for if it was to be perpetuated and extended, it must have 
a school to educate and train a native ministry. From the 
waUs of the Academy has gone forth a constant stream of 
strong men and women into all parts of the world, who 
have graced_almost every profession and walk in life. Its 
founders of rugged Presbyterian stock, esteemed education 
of next importance to the Bible, and quickly planted a 
school, on the lines of Edinburgh University, in their eyes, 
the ideal of what a coUege should be. I t was to attract 
students from every clime and send them forth to every 
land. 

The history of the Academy divides itself conveniently 
into five periods:— 

The CoUege Period, 1816 to 1831 

The Grammar School Period, 1832 to 1844 

The Union Academy Period, 1845 to 1864 

The Special Academy Period, 1864 to 1884 

The County Academy Period, 1885— 
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T H E C O L L E G E P E R I O D 

The institution had its origin in the brain of its founder 
and first President, the Rev. Thomas McCulloch, D. D., 
—Nova Scotia's greatest pioneer educationist, and the 
father of higher education in the Atlantic Provinces. 

Bom in Scotland in 1766, educated at Glasgow Univer
sity, where he took a course in Medicine, as well as in Arts, 
studied theology at Whitburn, ordained as minister in 
Ayrshire, offered his services as Missionary to the Colon
ies, arrived in Pictou, N. S., 1803, and inducted in charge 
of Prince St. Church June 6, 1804—these are the main 
facts in his life. But it is as the champion of Uberal and 
religious education in Nova Scotia that his fame chiefly 
rests. In the old Academy he laid deep and strong, in 
a life of great courage and unremitting toU, the founda
tion of higher education in Nova Scotia. The country 
is stUl reaping the fruits of his intellectual activity and 
zealous labors. 

Dr. McCulloch was a man of a rare type. He was pos
sessed of fine natural ability, a strong personality, a mind 
finely disciplined and of extensive literary attainments as 
his writings show. 

He wielded the pen with ease and felicity, and when 
needs be, with pungency. He was a bom fighter. He 
lived in a stormy time, and to accomplish his purposes for 
church and school, he needed to be to some extent a man 
of war. But amid prejudice and opposition his fearless 
courage and self-sacrifice shone forth in the higher interests 
of the people and country. In 1805, two years after his 
arrival in Pictou, we find him projecting an institution to 
give promising young men a coUegiate education. One 
day when musing sadly over the ignorance he found among 
the young, he said to himself, "Why not at tempt to train 
the youth of the Province for better things, and perhaps 
for the Ministry." I t was a difficult task, on account of 
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the condition of the country and small means at hand, and 
it required the faith and force of a Livingstone or a Lincoln 
to at tempt it. Though unable to carry out the idea for 
a time, he never relinquished it, and in due time, it re
sulted in the establishment of Pictou Academy. 

His idea was to establish a college for higher education 
open to all classes and creeds alike. For this purpose a 
society was formed in Pictou and subscriptions collected 
amounting to a thousand pounds—Dr. McCulloch Dr. 
McGregor and Mr. Ross each giving fifty pounds. He 
opened a school in a log building near his own house, 
but it was soon destroyed by the hand of an incendiary. 
Another was soon erected in its place. 

In 1811—on the passing of the "Grammar School 
Act"—Dr, McCulloch received the grant allotted to the 
Pictou district amounting to a hundred pounds a year. 
This School attracted students from all over the Province 
—some coming as far as the West Indies. Dr. Patterson 
tells us that Messrs. McGregor and Ross tutored boys in 
Latin and Greek with the idea of matriculating in the 
contemplated College. Thus the leavening power of Dr. 
McCulloch's ambitious ideals were producing fruit, and 
preparing the people throughout the province for the car
rying out of his early formed and favorite plans. The 
time seemed now favorable. Edward Mortimer repre
sented the District of Pictou in the legislature, and Sher
brooke was Governor—a man more Uberal-minded than 
Wentworth, who occupied the position in 1805. An Act 
of Incorporation was sought and obtained March 26, 1816, 

In the autumn of 1817, the first class comprising 23 
students met in a private house, with Dr, McCulloch as 
Principal, Rev, John McKinlay assisted in teaching 
classics and mathematics, the rest of the Academic work 
was done by the Principal. It was not untU 1818 that 
the Academy building was ready to be occupied. The 
Trustees finding that the thousand pounds subscribed 
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was not enough to buUd the Academy, petitioned Gov
ernor Dalhousie for a grant. This was at first refused, 
but afterwards he granted the sum of five hundred pounds. 

Pictou Academy has had a very eventful and chequered 
career. It had to fight its way to recognition and aid. 
Early in its history it had to contend with opposition and 
prejudice; notably, the opposition of the "CouncU of 
Twelve," and the unfriendly rivalry of King's CoUege, 
Windsor, founded in 1790. This coUege was receiving 
a grant of nearly $2,000 a year from the provincial treasury 
and $5,000 a year from the British Government. But its 
doors were barred to aU but Episcopalians. Dissenters, 
as aU other Protestants were caUed and who formed four-
fifths of the population of the Province, were destitute of 
all means for an advanced education. NaturaUy, the 
trustees of the Academy appUed to the CouncU for aid. 
They were refused, for the "CouncU of Twelve" appointed 
by the Imperial Government were composed entirely of 
adherents of the Church of England, with the Bishop as 
one of its most influential members. They considered 
money spent on the education of Dissenters as worse than 
wasted. They could not tolerate the Pictou idea of a non-
sectarian CoUege. The House of Assembly, elected by 
the people, and representing their wishes, was always in 
hearty sympathy with the Academy, whUe the Council 
were deadly opposed—hence the long and bitter struggle. 

In 1819 an appUcation was made to Lord Dalhousie to 
have Pictou Academy changed into a coUege, with power 
to confer degrees, and also asking for the establishment of 
a professorship of Divinity. These requests were both 
flatly refused. For the next four years the councU granted 
about $800 a year on application by the trustees. In 1824, 
application was made for a permanent grant of $2,000 a 
year, which was passed by the assembly but rejected by 
the councU. Thus year after year the struggle went on. 
BUI after BUI providing grants for the academy were passed 
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by the House of Assembly but negatived by the council. 
In this matter the councU vetoed the voice of the assembly 
no less than fifteen times. 

This continued opposition of the councU to the wiU of 
the people so roused the energy and righteous indignation 
of such men as Joseph Howe and Jotham Blanchard, who 
waged such a vigorous contest, that the agitation finaUy 
ended in the demolition of the councU and in the estabUsh-
ment of Responsible Government in Nova Scotia. The 
academy greatly suffered from their rivalries. Unfortu
nately at this time a section of the Presbyterian Church 
joined forces with the opponents of the Academy. The 
trustees became discouraged for lack of funds to carry on 
the work. In 1830 it was on the brink of ruin. 

Finally, in 1831 Jotham Blanchard was sent to England, 
as the agent of the trustees to lay the whole case before 
the British Government. His mission to England was 
successful. VirtuaUy all the claims of the academy were 
sustained by the Colonial Office. 

GRAMMAR SCHOOL PERIOD 

In attempting to take advantage of this decision com
promise was necessary. Those representing the " E s 
tablished Church of Scotland" with the Uruversities and 
Theological Halls in Scotland were not interested in the 
higher work of a college which would under local conditions 
very materially aid the preparation of candidates for the 
ministry of the dissenting Presbyterians known as anti-
burghers, whUe the established Kirk expected to draw their 
ministers from Scotland or from among Pictonians edu
cated in Scotland. These wanted nothing more than a 
grammar school; but if there were to be college studies 
they would have to be conducted in the same building— 
not in a separate one. The Trustees under the reform 
Act of 1832 represented the two parties; but the internal 
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friction prevented the successful development of either 
the coUege or grammar school grades of the academy. 

In 1838 Dr. McCulloch with $800 of grant, was at last 
transferred to Dalhousie College and made president, 
which position he continued to hold until his death in 1843. 
His remains rest in the old Pictou cemetery where his 
students erected a monument to his memory. From 
1832-1842, the academy was reduced to the level of a Gram
mar school, with Michael McCulloch, Geo. A. Blanchard, 
Wm. McDonald and Mr. McNaughton as teachers. In 
1842 the grant totally faUed. The academy lingered on 
until August 1844 when its doors were closed. The buUd
ing was in a state of dilapidation. The library was 
mouldering on the shelves, the scientific collections were 
sold abroad. 

T H E UNION ACADEMY PERIOD 

This state of affairs, however, soon aroused the people. 
Public meetings were called by the two great parties 
of the county. The Act of 1845 carried in its preamble a 
record of the desire of the people interested in the Pictou 
Academy to co-operate—"as to unite the two parties 
existing in that county in the support thereof." It is at 
this time the motto "Concordia Salus" was probably 
adopted. It was certainly the first time an effective local 
effort was made to carry out the principle. This period 
is therefore well known as one of union in academic de
velopment; and united local support has since carried 
the academy on through subsequent changes with ever 
growing success. The old board of trustees resigned and 
a new union board was elected. The new board of trustees 
set to work energetically in repairing the building, or
ganizing the departments, and securing teachers. 

In 1846 the academy re-opened and next year the three 
departments were in good working order. Basil Bell was 
Principal and classical master, with Charles H. Hay and 
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Alexander McPhaU in the other two departments. In 
December 1847 Mr, McPhaU resigned and was succeeded 
by Wm, Jack, who continued in this department untU 1865, 
At this time John WUUam Dawson deUvered a course of 
lectures on natural history, Mr, Hay suddenly died in 
1847 and some time elapsed before his place was fUled, 

In 1850 WUUam R. MulhoUand was appointed mathe
matical teacher. At the same time W. G. T. Jarvis suc
ceeded Mr. BeU, and three years later, he was succeeded 
by T. R. MulhoUand. In 1855 W. R, MulhoUand was 
transferred to the Normal School, Tmro, and T. R. Mul
hoUand resigned. In the same year, John Costley became 
classical master, and continued in charge until 1865, when 
a new era was inaugurated throughout the province in 
educational matters. In that year the Nova Scotia Free 
School system was enacted, and the academy was or
ganized into a special academy. 

T H E SPECIAL ACADEMY PERIOD 

The Free School Act of 1865 provided grants of $600 
each for county academies, to which students passing 
the entrance examination from any part of the county 
would be admitted free. Pictou Academy and about a 
half a dozen other leading institutions were classed as 
special academies. I t was to function as a county acad
emy; but on account of its superior equipment received 
a grant of $1000 instead of $600 per annum. Until the 
Act to encourage Academic education in 1885, the academy 
and public schools of the town of Pictou was governed by 
a board of trustees from the Board of the academy and 
the board of the public schools, thus making the academy 
the head of the Pictou public school system. This ar
rangement proved most satisfactory, and under this plan 
the academy made another forward step. Herbert A. 
Bayne was appointed first principal and the organizer of 
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the new order of things, which he did most successfully. 
In the autumn of 1867 Mr. Bayne left to complete his 
course in Dalhousie CoUege and Aubrey Lippincott, B. A., 
one of the first graduates of Dalhousie College, was ap
pointed substitute principal for a year. He also, was very 
successful in winning the respect and affection of his stu
dents and carried forward the work most efficiently. He 
is now a successful eye specialist in Pittsburgh, Pa. 

In the following year Mr. Bayne returned accompanied 
by J. J. MacKenzie. Mr. MacKenzie at first taught the 
preparatory department, but shortly afterwards the two 
departments were combined, Principal Bayne teaching 
classics and science and Mr. MacKenzie English and 
Mathematics. These gentlemen both resigned in 1873 
to take a post graduate course in Germany where each won 
a Doctor's degree. Returning to Canada, Dr. Bayne took 
a position in the MUitary College, Kingston, and Dr. 
MacKenzie the professorship of Physics in Dalhousie Col
lege. Both were cut down by death in early manhood. 

In 1873 A. H. MacKay (now Dr. MacKay, Superinten
dent of Education for Nova Scotia) became principal. 
With him was associated F. W. George, M. A., Principal 
MacKay teaching, Mathematics and Science and Mr. 
George, English and Classics. In October 1876, Mr. 
George resigned to enter upon Church work. In 1876*, 
Robert Maclellan, the present principal, was appointed 
to the Classical and English department which position 
he held untU 1883, when he resigned to take the position 
of Inspector of Schools for Pictou and South Colchester. 

Under Principal MacKay's strong administration the 
Academy made rapid strides. I t became celebrated 
throughout the province and far beyond its limits. Stu
dents flocked in from all quarters until there was not room 
enough to receive. Larger quarters became absolutely 
necessary, and the citizens of Pictou, with a public spirit 
worthy of their ancestors, raised about $20,000 for a new 

142 



THE STORY OF PICTOU ACADEMY 

building. I t was erected in 1880 on the site of the present 
buUding. Although it would be entirely inadequate for 
the present day, it was far in advance of any other high 
school building in the province. I t contained four class 
rooms. Convocation haU, a small chemical laboratory 
capable of accommodating five or six students. At the same 
time a third instructor became necessary and Roderick 
MacKay, B. A., was appointed teacher of Mathe
matics. After two years Mr. MacKay resigned to 
enter the ministry and is now pastor of a congregation 
in Ontario. Mr. W. R. Fraser, B. A., (now Ph. D., Johns 
Hopkins) was appointed as his successor. Mr. Fraser 
taught untU 1888 when he resigned to take a post graduate 
course in Johns Hopkins. 

Meanwhile in 1883 Mr. Maclellan resigned as before 
stated, and was succeeded by Mr. Hector McInnes, now 
K. C , and head of one of the most influential law flrms in 
HaUfax. Mr. McInnes taught Mathematics while the 
Classical subjects were divided between Principal MacKay 
and Mr. Fraser. 

T H E COUNTY ACADEMY PERIOD 

In 1885 the "Act to Encourage Academic Education" 
consolidated the County Academy system of the Prov
ince and provided a scale of grants somewhat proportional 
to the equipment and educational work of each academy. 
The Pictou Academy was qualified for the highest scale of 
grant which was an advance upon the previous special 
Academic grant. In 1885 Mr. McInnes was succeeded by 
Mr. Humphrey MeUish, B. A., also at present a prominent 
member of the HaUfax Bar. In the same year a fourth 
teacher became necessary and Mr. Isaac GammeU, B. A., 
was appointed as instructor in EngUsh and History. 
Three years later, in 1888, Mr. MeUish was succeeded 
by R. M. Langille, B. A.; and David Soloan, B. A., was 
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appointed to the position vacated by Mr GammeU, who 
accepted a position in the Montreal High School which he 
still holds; and Mr. Fraser was succeeded by J. C Shaw, 
B.A. 

It may be here mentioned that a great boom was given 
to the Academy between the years 1880 and 1891 by the 
Munro Exhibitions and Bursaries offered for competition 
to students matriculating into the University of Dalhousie. 
Five Exhibitions of the value of $400 each and ten bur
saries of $300 each were presented annuaUy by George 
Munro, of New York, (an old Pictou Academy stu
dent by the way). Pictou Academy was always success
ful in winning the lion's share of these prizes. 

In 1889 Principal MacKay resigned to take the princi-
palship of Halifax Academy, which he held for two years 
and was then appointed Superintendent of Education for 
Nova Scotia. At the same time Mr. Langille and Mr. 
Shaw resigned; the former to enter upon practice of Law 
and the latter to take a teaching position in Vancouver, 
where he shortly afterwards died. Robert Maclellan was 
appointed principal and instructor in Ancient Classics and 
modern languages; Mr. V. S. Frazee, B. A., took com
mercial branches and mathematics and Mr. H. M. Mac
Kay, B. A., mathematics and science. 

In 1891 Mr. Frazee and Mr. Soloan resigned, the former 
to take a teaching position in Providence, and the latter 
to the Principalship of the Presbyterian CoUege in St. 
John's, Nfd. Mr. Frazee was succeeded by A. O. Macrae, 
B. A., and Mr. Soloan by A. C L. Oliver, B. A. H. M. 
MacKay resigned in 1892 to take a course in engineer
ing in McGill College, in which he won very high standing, 
distancing all competitors. Mr. C L. Moore succeeded 
Mr. MacKay in the mathematical and science department. 
In 1893 C B. Robinson, B. A., succeeded Mr. Macrae, 
who resigned that year to take up the study of theology. 
He is at present principal of a college in Calgary. 
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THE STORY OF PICTOU ACADEMY 

On October 26, 1895, the Academy building was set on 
fire by Ughtning, and aU the waUs destroyed. In addition 
to the destruction of the buUding, interesting records and 
the greater part of a valuable museum were lost. This 
apparent calamity resulted in good. The building had 
become inadequate to the advancing requirements of the 
work. The people of Pictou responded heroicaUy to the 
call thus made on them and the present building, double 
the size of the former, was erected in the summer of 1896 
and was ready for occupancy in the beginning of 1897. 
In the autumn of 1896, A. C L. Oliver, one of the 
best-loved teachers the Academy has ever had, was 
cut off by typhoid fever in the flower of his age and useftd-
ness. He was succeeded by H. P. Duchemin, B . A . In 
1897 Mr. Robinson resigned to follow a post-graduate 
course in Science in Cambridge, England; and H. M. 
MacKay, with the degree of B. Sc , from McGill, returned 
to take his place and remained till Mr. Robinson's return 
in 1899. In the same year Mr. Moore resigned to take 
a post-graduate course in Science at Johns Hopkins, and 
was succeeded by J. T. McLeod, who taught for one year 
and was followed by H. F. Munro, B. A. In 1901 Mr. 
Duchemin resigned to engage in the practice of law in 
Sydney in partnership with Mr. C L. Moore, who had 
meanwhile dropped science for law. Mr. Duchemin was 
succeeded by R. S. Boehner, B . A . In 1906, Dr. Robinson 
accepted an important position under the U. S. Govern
ment in connection with botanical work in the Philip
pines, and W. P. Fraser, B. A., was appointed to succeed 
him. In December 21, 1913, he was kiUed by the 
natives of the PhUippine Islands, while on a botanical 
expedition. 

In 1905 Mr. Fraser and Mr. Boehner both resigned, the 
former to complete his course in ComeU, the latter to take 
the position of chemical demonstrator in McGiU. Angus 
McLeod, Esq., who had been for a number of years the 
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efficient principal of KentvUle Academy was appointed to 
the mathematical department and Mr. C L. Moore, who 
had soon wearied of the quirks of the law, returned to his 
old love, the teaching of science. He remained, however, 
only a few years, tempted by a much higher salary to take 
the supervisorship of the Sydney Schools. He is now 
Prof, in Biology, University of Dalhousie, Halifax, and 
Dean of the Rural Science Faculty in the Provincial Nor
mal College at Truro. 

In 1907 Mr. McLeod accepted the principalship of the 
Canso High School, and was succeeded by R. H. McLeod, 
Esq., a graduate of Pictou Academy with an exceUent 
record as a successful teacher, and Mr. W. P. Eraser, B. A., 
returned to fUl the science department vacated by Mr. 
Moore. Mr. Fraser is now on the staff of the Macdonald 
College, Quebec. On account of Ul health Mr. McLeod 
resigned in 1909, and as no regularly qualified successor 
could be obtained the department was conducted by three 
substitutes in succession, J. L. Tanch, Norman Robson 
and John G. McLean. The present staff of Pictou 
Academy includes Robert Maclellan, LL. D., foreign 
languages; John Crerar McDonald, sciences; Howard 
Hersey MusseUs, B. A., Mathematics; Robert Ebenezer 
Inglis, B. A., EngUsh, 

Looking back over the history of the academy we can 
see how great its influence upon the country has been. It 
has been an important factor in its religious and political 
development. Though crushed and of times defeated, yet 
out of the struggles have come a great inheritance. It is 
estimated at least over 6ve or six thousand students have 
passed through its halls. More than three hundred of these 
have entered the Gospel ministry, mei^ who have not only 
done valiant work in the homeland, but have distinguished 
themselves in Foreign fields. Its lawyers, doctors, poli
ticians, merchants and mechanics, are to be found in every 
quarter of the globe. 
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Confining ourselves to the students of the olden time, 
we find the academy giving the world among others. Sir 
T. D. Archibald, baron of the EngUsh court of Exchequer; 
Judge Ritchie, of the Supreme court of Canada; Sir A. 
G. Archibald, Governor of Nova Scotia; Judge Young of 
Charlottetown; Jotham Blanchard; Geo. R. Young; Sir 
J. W. Dawson, President of McGUl University; Dr. Ross, 
Dalhousie; D. M. Gordon, D. D., of Queen's University; 
President Ross HUl, of the State University of Missouri; 
Dr. Robinson, Chief Superintendent of Education for 
British Columbia. These are only a few of the more 
prominent names of the past. There are hosts of men 
of later days, whose names stand high in business and 
professional life. 

Not orUy in men but in measures is the Academy not
able. From the crushed Pictou Academy sprang the non-
sectarian Dalhousie CoUege, now a large provincial Uni
versity. The little class in theology first started by Dr. 
McCulloch was the germ of Pine HUl, the Halifax Presby
terian Theological College. The impetus given and the 
interest awakened in the cause of Education by the 
Academy, has made Pictou County ever since the banner 
spot of Nova Scotia educationally. The present Pictou 
Academy is stUl doing a noble work. When its centenary 
is celebrated, from every part of the country, its chUdren 
wUl turn to it with warm hearts and sincere appreciation. 
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PICTOU EDUCATIONISTS 

PICTOU County might be called the Home of Edu
cators. I t has given eight coUege Presidents to 

Canada,—many more than any other single county in the 
Dominion has contributed. Although orUy a few of its 
educators have attained great eminence, a large number 
have made a commanding place for themselves in the 
educational, literary and scientific world. The cotmty 
was predestined to become an educational centre, for, 
from its earliest days, its Scottish settlers, resolved that, 
whatever the superstructure might be, education and 
reUgion should form the corner stone and the foundation 
of their community. 

I t was Pictou's good fortune, at the beginning of its 
history, to have as leaders men of decided scholiarship and 
marked abUity, who were firmly convinced that education 
necessarily went hand in hand with morality and civilization. 
Others followed them so that there has never been a decade 
in its history in which a number of men have not stood out 
as leaders in the cause of education. Dr. McGregor, the 
first minister in Pictou County, was a man of much 
natural abUity. He had, moreover, enjoyed the benefits 
of a thorough CoUege training, and was an exceUent 
scholar. From the beginning of his work he made the 
establishing of schools and the education of the people 
second only to the preaching of the Gospel. He was ably 
assisted by his colleague. Rev. Duncan Ross, who was also 
a university graduate. In 1803, a third minister arrived 
in the field; and it may safely be said of him that no man 
ever Uved in Nova Scotia who has exercised a more potent 
influence on education. Thomas McCuUoch was a stu
dent, a scholar, and a bom teacher. From the day of his 
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arrival he became a power in educational matters. He was 
the founder of Pictou Academy, and the influence of 
Pictou County on the inteUectual life of Canada has been 
largely concentrated in Pictou Academy ever since. 

The pioneers realized that education was a better herit
age for their chUdren than gold. Their well-organized 
public schools were proof of this; but it was particularly 
reflected in the sacrifices which made Pictou Academy 
possible. I t afterwards became more or less articulated 
with the common school system, and the question in every 
household having sons and daughters was: "Which one 
shall we send to the Academy?" The home was back of 
it. No wonder that from such soil sprang such a crop 
of college Presidents, Professors and Teachers. 

The first schoolmaster was James Davidson, a native of 
Edinburgh. He came to Pictou about 1772, and taught 
school at Lyon's Brook. He returned to Truro, in 1776, 
and spent the rest of his days there. The first teacher in 
Pictou town was Peter Grant, who came from Halifax in 
1793; he opened a school and taught for six years. 
S. L. Newcomb took up the work in 1802, He married 
the daughter of Matthew Harris, and had a family of 
chUdren, several of whose names became well-known in 
later years. George Glennie, a graduate of Aberdeen 
CoUege, succeeded him. He was an excellent teacher and 
scholar, and left his impress upon the youth of that genera
tion. 

First upon the list of Pictou's eminent educators and 
CoUege presidents, stands the name of Sir J. W. Dawson, 
LL. D., F. R. S. His life-work extended over a long period 
of years, and he is the most widely known of aU Canadian 
educationists and scientists. John WiUiam Dawson was 
bom at Pictou, on the 13th of October, 1820. WhUe at 
school in Pictou he developed a love for natural science, 
inherited from his father, James Dawson; and made a large 
collection of fossils from the coal measures so well exposed 
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in the County. When only sixteen years of age, and stUl 
attending the Pictou Academy, he read before the local 
Natural History Society his first paper—"On the Stmc-
ture and History of the Earth." He graduated from 
the University of Edinburgh, at the age of twenty-two; 
and returned to Nova Scotia in company with Sir Charles 
Lyell who began his geological explorations in the Province 
in 1842. Mr. Dawson was then appointed to direct a geo
logical survey of the coal fields. 

In 1850 he became the first Superintendent of Education 
for Nova Scotia; and did the pioneer work which resulted 
in the founding of the Provincial Normal School in Truro, 
in 1854, and the passing of the Free School Act of 1864. 
In 1855, he was appointed to the Principalship of the 
McGill University, Montreal. McGill rapidly developed 
under his guidance. He gave course of lectures in chemistry, 
botany, zoology and geology. His "Acadian Geology" was 
published in 1855. But from 1842 up to that event, no less 
than thirty-two papers were published by him, including 
three Annual Education Reports, 1851-3, a geography and 
a text book on Agriculture. From this time his published 
works increased in number, until, up to 1901, his bibliog
raphy numbered 551 titles of papers, pamphlets and books. 
His earlier papers on geological subjects had reference 
chiefly to the coal formation of Nova Scotia; and to his 
discoveries of the earliest known reptiles of that age. 
He also had the opportunity of studying along the St. 
Lawrence, the earliest Geological deposits, and this, with 
the investigation of Indian remains before the advent of 
the white man in Canada, gave him a broad outlook on 
the question of primitive man in relation to geology. 
So he was enabled to express in his books, sound and weU-
founded views regarding primitive man and his first sur
roundings. 

Dawson's influence great as it was in field of Education 
swept yet a broader horizon in the field of letters. As 
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a Bible student and expositor. Sir WiUiam stood high. 
He ploughed deep in the books of Holy Writ; and sub
jected those writings to the same keen, critical analysis 
to which he referred various other problems in the scien
tific world. He brought out many hidden truths from the 
Word of God, which had been hitherto obscure. "Egypt 
and the Holy Land, their geology and natural resources." 
"Eden Lost and Won," "Archaia," "The Mosaic Cosmo
gony," "Modern Science in Bible Lands," "The Origin 
of the World, According to Revelation and Science," form 
part of a series of writings of an apologetic character, 
which in his day. Sir WUUam Dawson deemed necessary 
to combat certain views that were thrust upon the more 
or less observant and thinking world, regarding the origin 
of man as well as of other species Uving upon this planet. 

As a writer, who sought to present in popular form the 
results of geological science to a larger audience than 
greeted him on the coUege benches, he was eminently suc
cessful. Among the most conspicuous of his popular 
writings, in which the relations existing between science 
and revelation usuaUy formed a portion of his theme, the 
foUowing may be mentioned; "The Story of the Earth and 
Man," "Facts and Fancies in Modem Science," "Fossil 
Men and their Modem Representatives," "ModemIdeas of 
Evolution," "The Meeting Place of Geology and History." 
The many editions through which these various writings 
have passed, and their ready sale on both sides of the 
Atlantic, testify to their popularity. In the EngUsh-
speaking world his name became a household word, and 
a letter of introduction from him was a passport through
out Europe. 

The phenomenal expansion of McGiU University, as 
weU as the character of his own scientific work, made him 
the recipient of honor after honor. In 1854 he was made 
a Fellow of the Geological Society; in 1862, a FeUow of the 
Royal Society; in 1881 a C M. G.; in 1882 the first 
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President of the Royal Society of Canada. In 1884 he re
ceived the honor of Knighthood from Queen Victoria. He 
was a "man of quiet geniality, gentle and courtly in manner, 
but decided in opinion and firm in action. The pre-emi
nent note of his character was sincerity and singleness of 
purpose." In 1847 he married Margaret, daughter of George 
Mercer of Edinburgh. He had five chUdren, the eldest 
being late George M. Dawson, C M. G., the second son, 
WUUam B. Dawson, D. Sc , Ottawa, Can. Dr. Rankine 
Dawson, the youngest of the three sons, is now practicing 
medicine in London, England. The two daughters are 
Mrs. J. B. Harrington, wife of the Professor of Chemistry 
at McGiU University, and Mrs. Pope T. Atkin of Birken
head, England. 

Sir Wm. Dawson was a Presbyterian of an advanced 
type when his "Archaia" was pubUshed, in 1860, de
scribing the evolutionary origin of the world as in agree
ment with the account in Genesis. But his non-accept
ance of the evolutionary development of man left him 
among conservative theologians at the time of his death. 
He died at Montreal, on the 18th of November, 1899, in 
the eightieth year of his age, fuU of honors as of days, with 
the most distinguished record as a scientist of any Cana
dian, past or present. In no part of Canada has the career 
of Sir Wm. Dawson been more closely foUowed than in the 
Provinces by the sea. Here he was bom; here he was 
inspired with the spirit of scientific research. His earUest 
educational and scientific efforts were made here; here 
were laid the foundations of his subsequent great achieve
ments. And, whUe he left Pictou for wider fields of labor, 
he never forgot his native place. His Ufe wiU continue to 
be an inspiration to many, as the stream of years flows on, 

The foUowing characteristic incident is weU worth re
cording here: Over sixty years ago, a college student was 
appointed to survey a tract of "crown land" in eastern 
Nova Scotia,—a barren region about flfty miles in length 
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and thirty in width, which at that time had within its 
bounds just twenty-six persons. The whole district was 
strewn with granite botUders; had no roads, and was 
traversable only on foot or horse back. There was no 
UkeUhood that the young surveyors' measurements would 
ever be tested, or his lines run over again, for the soil was 
poor, the timber smaU and unmarketable. But that 
student handled his chain and compass as under the eye 
of omniscience. 

Some forty years afterward, gold was discovered there; 
the "leads" were vertical, and fortunes depended upon the 
accuracy of the student's work. Experts were sent by 
the Government to re-survey the whole territory. They 
could not find a single flaw in his work. Peter Grant, a 
Halifax merchant, a stock-holder in one of the mining 
companies said, that after aU their tracing and computing 
the Government's most accurate surveyor gave at last the 
full meed of praise to the college student; and, in every 
instance pronounced his lines exact. That young student 
was none other than he who was afterwards the distin
guished Sir WUUam Dawson. 

Rev. George Munro Grant, D. D., C M. G., was one 
of Pictou's worthiest sons. The name Grant is one of the 
most celebrated in the annals of Scottish achievement, as 
weU as in Canada. I t is not necessary to prove this by 
any such method as a member of the Grant Clan is said 
to have taken to prove the antiquity of his famUy. The 
ambitious Grant referred to had a Bible with smaU print, 
and in one of the earlier chapters in Genesis discovered 
an indistinctness in one of the letters of which he took 
advantage and read i t : "There were Grant's (giants) on 
the earth in those days." The clan which has given a 
President to the United States, one Principal to Edin
burgh University, and another to Queen's Uiuversity has 
no occasion to resort to such means to estabUsh the 
worth of its blood. 

154 



PICTOU EDUCATIONISTS 

George M. Grant was born at SteUarton, December 22, 
1835. He was educated at Pictou Academy, West River 
Seminary, and Glasgow University. He soon became a 
striking figure at the University, and that, too, when 
James Bryce and a host of other great men were his fellow 
students. 

On his return to Canada in 1860, he was ordained and 
placed in charge of the mission at River John. His energy 
led his parishioners to build a church for themselves, which 
they named St. George's Church, after him. In 1863, he 
was called to the pastorate of St. Matthew's Church, Hali
fax. Here he gave fourteen years of faithful and brilliant 
service. But such an active mind was not to be held 
within the limits of mere congregational work. Grant 
was too great for that, and ever took his part in the leading 
issues of the day; and in those days great issues were at 
stake;—Free schools. Union of the Provinces, and Church 
Union among the Presbyterians were questions threshed 
out and settled during those fourteen years. Into these 
struggles Grant flung himself with all the strength of his 
energetic nature. 

A three months' trip, from Halifax to Victoria, was 
taken with Sir Sanford Fleming in 1872. At that time 
Western Canada was little known. An account of his 
journey was published, under the title, "From Ocean to 
Ocean," which revealed the marvelous resources of the 
West and the great future in store for Canada. Sir W. 
Robertson NicoU, in the British Weekly, February, 1911, 
says, "Dr. Grant was the first author who understood the 
tremendous possibiUties of Canada, and brought them 
home to a great pubUc. He was an able and far-sighted 
man, a Canadian through and through, and one of the 
greatest of Canada's sons. He is destined to hold a per
manent place in her history." 

In 1877, he was appointed principal of Queen's Uni
versity, to the interests of which he devoted himself with 

155 



PICTONIANS AT HOME AND ABROAD 

untiring zeal for a quarter of a century. His admirable 
educational equipment, his strong, keen inteUect, his far-
reaching vision, his commanding presence and voice, his 
great tenacity of purpose, would have gained for him 
eminence in any community or caUing. In the diversity 
of his gifts. Grant was a Julius Caesar. Every pubUc 
question claimed his attention; and he rendered signal 
service, not only to the Church, but to the public life of 
Canada. In 1889, he was Moderator of the General 
Assembly. He died in 1902. 

I t was naturaUy to be expected that Dr. Grant 's alert 
mind would seek expression through literary channels. 
His successful advocacy of provincial federation doubtless 
prompted the optimistic views on Imperial unity which 
he expressed in his "Advantages of Imperial Federation." 
His equally broad views on the subject of comparative 
religion, are mirrored in his work on "The ReUgions of the 
World in Relation to Christianity." Not to mention his 
share in that monumental work, "Picturesque Canada," 
his "From Ocean to Ocean," was epoch making in its 
influence. It, more than any other one thing, perhaps, 
opened the eyes of Canadians to the wealth of their 
national heritage; stirred in them the pulsations of a new 
and broader patriotism, and prepared the way for the 
recent development of Canada. His work is being worthily 
carried on by his son and biographer, W. L. Grant, Prof, 
of Colonial and Canadian History, in Queen's University, 
Canada. 

Rev. James Ross, D. D., LL. D., was a weU-known 
educationist and scholar, and rendered distinguished 
service to the cause of education in Nova Scotia. 

The life-work of a successful Christian educationist is 
one which might well inspire the most ambitious, as 
being one of the noblest and most beneficent careers open 
to human choice. Dr. Ross was a Christian educationist 
in the highest sense. He had the joy of unlocking the 
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gateways of knowledge to hundreds of young men whose 
influence is stUl felt throughout the land. He wUl be 
remembered as one of the "Fathers" of the Presbyterian 
Church. He was son of the late Rev. Duncan Ross, one 
of the two pioneer miiusters of Pictou. He was born at 
West River, in 1811. He was ordained in 1835, succeeding 
his father as minister of the West River Church. Dr. 
Ross married a daughter of the late WiUiam Matheson, 
Esq., of West River; and it was through Dr. Ross' zeal 
in the interest of higher education that Mr. Matheson was 
led to donate the sum of $35,000 to that cause in connection 
with the Presbyterian Church. 

In 1848 he was called to take charge of the West River 
Seminary. In 1864 he was appointed Principal of Dal
housie College. Whatever he undertook, he performed 
with conscientious fidelity, sparing neither time nor 
strength. For forty years he served the Church in its 
educational sphere, in West River, Truro, and Halifax; 
and thus left a deep impress upon the educational life of 
his time. His last Ulness was brief. On Monday evening, 
March eighth, whUe engaged in secret prayer before re
tiring to rest, he was stricken with paralysis, and died at 
noon the following Monday, March 15, 1886. His was a 
splendid life, unselfish in all its aims and purposes. Dr. 
Ross was unsparing in his efforts to advance the in
terests of his fellow citizens and of humanity in general, 
exercising withal, a high degree of power and influence for 
the moral good and uplift of his native Province. In the 
language of Socrates, regarding a well-spent life, it may truly 
besaid of his: "For noble is the prize, and the hope is great." 

Rev. Daniel M. Gordon, D. D., LL. D., was bom in 
Pictou, 1845. He entered Glasgow University when only 
fourteen; graduated. Master of Arts at eighteen, and 
Bachelor of Divinity at twenty-one. Returning to Canada, 
he entered the Presbyterian ministry, and was settled 
at Truro, Wiimipeg, St. Andrew's Church, Ottawa, and 
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St. Andrew's Church, Halifax. From this last ministry 
he was appointed to the Chair of Systematic Theology in 
the Presbyterian CoUege, HaUfax. On the death of Princi
pal Grant he was elevated to the Presidency of Queen's 
University where he has been eminently successful. He 
was Moderator of General Assembly in 1896. His son, 
the Rev. A. M. Gordon, B. D., is assistant to Rev. Dr. 
Herridge, Ottawa. 

Rev. Donald Macrae, M. A,, (Aberdeen) D.D., (Queen's) 
was born at HopeWeU, 1834, where his father. Rev. John 
Macrae, was minister. He graduated in Arts and Theo
logy from the University of Aberdeen, and was ordained 
by the Presbytery of Edinburgh, in 1856. Dr. Macrae was 
a notable figure in the work of the Church in Canada, 
and held an eminent place as a preacher, being a most 
energetic worker. As minister in charge of his father's 
former congregation at HopeweU, N. S., as pastor in St. 
John's, Newfoundland, and in St. John, N. B. ; as leader 
in connection with home mission work in the Presbytery 
of St. John; and later, as Principal of Morrin CoUege, 
Quebec, he did most exceUent and effective work, never 
grudging time or strength in the service of the Church or 
in the interests of the cause of righteousness in the land. 
He was the sixth Moderator of the General Assembly, 
held in Montreal, in 1880. He died at the home of his son. 
Rev. A. O. MacRae, Ph. D., Calgary, Alta., November 24, 
1909. Another son. Rev. D. N. MacRae, Ph. D., is 
minister in Mitchell, Ontario. 

Rev. John Forrest, D. D., LL.D., was born in New 
Glasgow, 1842. He is a son of the late Alexander Forrest, 
M, D. He was educated at the Presbyterian CoUege, 
Truro and Halifax, and was ordained and inducted into 
the ministerial charge of St, John's Church, HaUfax, in 
1866. He succeeded Principal Ross at Dalhousie College. 
The growth and prosperity of Dalhousie during his presi
dency is sufficient evidence of his wise administration. 
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Dr. Forrest, for many years, has been a leader in the courts 
of the Presbyterian Church. At the General Assembly 
of 1910, he was elected Moderator. He retired from the 
Principalship of Dalhousie in 1911, having well earned the 
right to a period of rest in the evening of his life. 

A. Stanley Mackenzie, Ph. D., F. R. S. C , born at 
Pictou in 1865, was appointed to the presidency of Dal
housie University on the retirement of Dr. Forrest. He 
took his preparatory course at Pictou Academy; in 1885 
he graduated with high honors from Dalhousie University. 
He received his Ph. D., degree from Johns Hopkins Uni
versity, and later studied in Germany and England. After 
graduating he was appointed tutor of Mathematics, and 
in 1905 Prof, of Physics. 

Rev. Clarence Mackinnon, M. A., D. D., was born at 
Hopewell, N. S., in 1868. He is a son of the late Rev. 
John Mackinnon, a minister of the viUage for many years. 
His mother was Margaret Tait of Edinburgh. He re
ceived his degree of M. A., from Edinburgh University in 
1889; his degree of B. D., from the New College, Edin
burgh, 1896. He has ministered to congregations in 
Middle Stewiacke, N. S.; Park St. Church, Halifax; St. 
Andrew's Church, Sydney, and Westminister Church, 
Winnipeg, Since 1909 he has been the esteemed Principal 
of the Presbyterian College, Halifax, and Prof, of System
atic Theology. He is a very popular and effective 
preacher and lecturer. 

The story of Messrs. McKenzie, Bayne, McGregor and 
Purves, the first of Nova Scotian students to take a post
graduate course in Germany, is one of peculiar interest to 
aU. They crossed the Atlantic together in 1874. John 
J. McKenzie, the first mentioned, was Professor of Physics 
in Dalhousie CoUege, Halifax, when he died, in the thirty-
second year of his age. To go back to his earUer years, he 
was born at Green HiU, Pictou County, in 1847. He took 
his arts course at Halifax, winning the master's degree in 
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1872. Two years later he went to Germany with his fellow-
students; and, after a distinguished course in the Univer
sity of Leipsic, received the honorable distinction. Doctor 
of PhUosophy in 1877. On his return from Germany, he 
was appointed to the Chair of Physics in Dalhousie 
College, which he occupied less than two years, when he 
was stricken down in the prime of his young manhood. 

In addition to the regular work of the College, he de
livered a series of popular lectures on scientific subjects 
before the citizens of Halifax, and was an active promoter 
of the Technical Institute. His devotion to science was 
the immediate cause of his death, which took place, 
February 2, 1879. Dr. Bayne, who was his constant 
comparuon for nearly half his life, was with him the 
night he died. He was buried, amid the regrets of 
students and friends, at his old home. Green HUl. In his 
death Nova Scotia lost an accomplished student of Science 
and a splendid specimen of manhood. 

Herbert A. Bayne, his life-long friend, was a son of Rev. 
James Bayne D. D., Pictou. He was born in 1846, and 
graduated from Dalhousie CoUege in 1871. For several 
years he was principal of Pictou Academy. In 1874 he 
went to Germany to take a post-graduate course in Chem
istry, first at Leipsic University. He took his degree at 
Heidelburg. Here he studied under the eminent chemist, 
Bunsen; and received his degree cum multa laude, in 
1876. On his return to Nova Scotia, he was appointed 
Principal of the High School, Halifax. Resigning from 
this position, he was appointed Professor of Chemistry in 
the Royal Military CoUege, Kingston, Ont., where he 
endeared himself to faculty and students by his many 
manly qualities. lU-health compeUed him to resign, and 
he died in Pictou, September 18, 1886, in the fortieth 
year of his age. 

Archibald Purves never became a professor, but would 
not doubtless have done so had he lived, for he was highly 
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skUled in many languages. When J. J. McKenzie and 
Herbert A. Bayne, decided to go to Germany to study, he 
thought it might be good for him to go also. McKenzie 
and Bayne were well grounded in German with the as
sistance of General Oscar Malmross, at that time American 
Consul in Pictou. He was a German by birth, and well 
educated. The three fellow students went to Leipsic first. 
Purves afterwards went to Edinburgh, and spent some 
time there. He feared he could not become a fluent enough 
speaker for the ministry, and decided to study languages. 
He continued his studies in Edinburgh during the winters, 
and in Germany in summer time. It was at the latter 
place that he had an attack of pleurisy. Before he was 
convalescent he gave up his room to a student who had 
engaged it for the new term, and went to another boarding 
house. He caught cold in moving, and "lung fever" as 
the Germans call it, set in. He went to Leipsic to consult 
a doctor whom he knew. He was ordered to Davos in the 
Alps, a resort for those with weak lungs. There he ling
ered during the winter, and died in March, 1878, while his 
brother, Mr, David H, Purves, was on his way to be with 
him at the end. His brother bought a lot in the cemetery, 
and buried him in Davos. 

A noteworthy coincidence in this connection was J. 
Gordon McGregor's strong desire to accompany the three 
to Leipsic. When he first crossed the Atlantic, as a Gil
christ Scholar, he was hardly expected to survive the voy
age. His heart action was so weak that he was compelled 
to rest for a year with friends in Edinburgh. He recovered, 
and afterwards had a distinguished and brilliant career; 
as a graduate student in Great Britain and in Germany; as 
Professor of Physics in Dalhousie, succeeding his fellow-
student, Dr, McKenzie, and as successor to Professor 
Tait, in the chair of Natural Philosophy at Edinburgh, 

Professor McGregor was born in Halifax, and was the 
son of a weU-known Presbyterian clergyman. Rev, P. G. 
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McGregor, D. D. He took his arts course in Dalhousie, 
where he earned a first class in every subject of his 
course, and where he afterwards taught for twenty-
two years, closing his career by giving twelve years of 
eminent service to the Edinburgh University. The 
end came to him with startling suddeness. On the 
morning of May 21, 1913, he arose, to all appearances in 
his ordinary health. He had his bath, and returned to his 
room to dress. There he was taken suddenly iU; caUed 
in his son, and died almost immediately afterwards. Thus 
ended the chequered career of this quartette of students 
who crossed the Atlantic together to pursue their studies 
abroad. 

I t is distressing to think of these hard-working and 
promising young men thus falling by the way prematurely,— 
McKenzie from inhaling gas during an experiment; Bayne 
from cancer of the stomach, Purves from rapid consump
tion and McGregor from heart faUure. I t is interesting 
to conjecture what they might have accomplished had 
their lives been spared, for they were all men of fine ability, 
ambition and manhood. 

The following list, though far from complete, gives the 
names of some of those who have been leaders in the edu
cational life of Canada, as weU as, of those who now uphold 
the prestige of their native County. 

BAYNE, HERBERT A., Heidelberg, (Ph. D., 1876), F.R.S.C 
Professor of Chemistry, Royal Military College, Kingston, 
Can. Died 1886. 

CAMERON, JAMES S., M . S C , McGiU University. 
A member of the staff of the Technical Institute, Montreal. 
His home was Stellarton. 

CAMPBELL, DONALD F . , M.A., Ph.D. 
Son of George and EUen (Gunn) Cameron; bornin 1867; Edu
cated Dal. Univ., (B.A., 1890, and Harvard Univ., Ph.D., 1898), 
married Miss Lou R. Bates, Davidson, Conn., 1906; Instructor 
in mathematics, Lawrence Science School of Harvard Univ., 
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1897-1901; Prof, of mathematics and head of the Mathematical 
Department in the Armour Institute of Technology, Chicago, 
IU., since 1903; Author of a text-book on mathematics, ex
tensively used in the CoUeges. 

CAMPBELL, WILLIAM R . , A.M., Dal. Univ., 1887. 
Principal Truro Academy, 1887-1907. Inspector of Schools 
for Colchester Co., since 1907. In 1908 he was appointed lec
turer in EngUsh in the Agricultural CoUege, Truro, N. S. The 
Campbell Bros, were born at East River, St. Mary's, Pictou Co. 

CREIGHTON, JAMES E . , Ph.D., LL.D. 
Bom West River, 1861; attended Pictou Academy two years; 
taught schools for three years, was graduated from Dalhousie 
College in 1887; pursued post graduate studies in Cornell Uni
versity and in Germany; married Miss Katherine F. McLean, in 
1892. He is now professor of Logic and Metaphysics in CorneU 
University; editor of The Philosophical Review, and American 
editor of the Kant-Studien. Published a monograph on the 
"WiU and its Functions," and "An Introductory Logic," 3d 
edition 1910 (MacmUlan and Co.). Contributor of many papers 
to philosophical journals; received the degree of A. B., at Dal
housie, in 1887, that of Ph.D., from CorneU in 1892, LL.D., 
from Queen's Univ., in 1903, and Dal. Univ., 1914. Brother 
of WiUiam O. Creighton, West River. 

CREIGHTON, GRAHAM, B . A., Dal. Univ., 1904. 
Born at West River; Inspector of Schools for Halifax Co. 

CONNOLLY, CORNELIUS J., Ph.D., (Munich). 
Professor of Biology, St. Francis Xavier's CoUege, Antigonish. 

GUMMING, MELVILLE, B.A., B.S.A. 
Principal, Agricultural CoUege, Truro. The coUege was form
erly opened in 1905. Principal Cumming is a native of Pictou 
County, a graduate of Dal. Univ., and of the Agricultural Col
lege, Guelph, Ont. He is a son of Rev. Thos. Cumming, D.D. 

DAWSON, A. S. 
Chief Engineer of the Department of Natural Resources, Cal
gary, Alberta; a native of Pictou, grand nephew of Sir WUUam 
Dawson. 

DAWSON, GEORGE MERCER, C.M.G., LL.D., F.R.S. 
Mr. Dawson was born in Pictou in 1849. He was the eldest 
son of Sir WUliam Dawson, the weU known Principal of McGUl 
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Univ. He took a course in the Royal School of Mines, London, 
where he not only graduated with honors but took the Duke of 
ComwaU scholarship and the Edward Forbes prize. Return
ing to Canada, he began original researches in geology. In 1873 
he was appointed geologist and botanist of the British North 
American Boundary Commission; and his report is one of the 
classics of Canadian geology. In 1875, he was appointed to 
the staff of the Canadian Geological Survey; and entered on 
a remarkable career of exploration of northwestern North 
America. In 1891 he became a feUow of the Royal Society of 
England. During the same year received the Bigsby medal 
for eminent researches in geology. In 1892 he was decorated 
with the order of Companion of St. Michael and St. George. 
In 1893, he was elected President of the Royal Society of Can
ada, and in 1895 Director of the Geological Survey. 

I t faUs to few men to have so many high honors and grave 
responsibUities thrust on them in so short a Ufe; the succession 
is probably without paraUel in Canada's history; yet it is the 
common judgment that the honors were fuUy merited, the 
responsibUities borne in such manner as to add renown to the 
country and the Crown. Dr. Dawson's career was a credit to 
Canada, and an elequent testimony to the wisdom of the nation 
in recognizing and utUizing the talents of her sons. He died 
in 1901, in his 52d year, after an iUness of but a few hours. 

DAWSON, WILLIAM BELL, D . S C , F.R.S.C. 
The second son of Sir Wm. Dawson—was born in Pictou, 1854. 
Mr. Dawson is a graduate of McGUl Univ., in Arts and En
gineering. In 1875, he won the Degree of Bachelor of Applied 
Science, with certificate of special merit in Engineering, which 
is the highest distinction in that course of study. In November, 
1875 he studied in Paris—the highest School of Engineering 
in France, and one of the first in Europe, The course of study 
extends over three years. He passed as the first of his class, in 
1878. On returning to Canada, Mr. Dawson entered upon 
professional business in Montreal. In 1881 he undertook a 
survey of a part of the Gold Fields in Nova Scotia; was next 
in the employ of the Dominion Bridge Company, the most im
portant of his designs being the CantUever Bridge over the St. 
John River. For nine years he was assistant engineer on the 
Canada Pacific Railway. Since 1893 he has been Supt. of the 
Survey of Tides and Currents, Department of Marine, Canada. 
Both of Dr. Dawson's sons inherited much of the inteUectual 
power and industry of their distinguished father. 
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FiNLAYSON, JOHN N . , M.Sc, McGiU Univ. 
Was b o m at Merigomish. He was educated at Pictou Academy 
and the School of Applied Science, McGiU Univ.; and took his 
degree in 1908. He was appointed Professor of CivU Engi
neering, Dal. Univ., Halifax, 1913. 

ERASER, ALEXANDER D . , M.A. (Dal.) Ph.D., (Johns 
Hopkins). 

Graduated from Dal. Univ., in 1910, with High Honors in 
classics, and took a post graduate course at Johns Hopkins and 
Harvard. Substituting in classics a t Pictou and Halifax Acad
emies. He is the son of the late Rev. J. W. Fraser of Scotsburn. 

FRASER, JAMES W . , M . S C , McGUl Univ., 1901. 
Was b o m BridgevUle, 1874; married Miss Annie L. McGU
livray; instructor Electrical Engineering McGiU Univ., 1899-
1901; Assistant Chief Engineer Southern Power Co., Charlotte, 
N, C , since 1905; Contributor to the Electrical Reviews, 

E R A S E R , W I L L I A M . 

Studied in Dal. CoUege. For forty years teacher in Scotsburn 
District. Among the clergymen taught by him were John 
McMiUan, George Murray, Kenneth McKay, John Murray, 
James Murray and James Fitzpatrick. Other weU known 
teachers were Alexander Grant, Roderick McLean, Alexander 
Ross and Norman Logan. 

ERASER, WILLIAM A., Poet and Novelist. 
Born and educated in Pictou County; spent his youth in New 
York and Boston. When quite young he went to India where 
he remained seven years; had five years' experience in the Can
adian Northwest; some of his tales are connected with these 
Eastern and Western Lands. He has written many short 
stories, these appearing in the leading American and English 
Magazines. The foUowing is a list of his publications in book 
form:—"The Eye of a God," "Mooswa and Others of the 
Boundaries," "The Outcasts," "Brave Hearts ," "Thirteen 
Men," "The Lone Furrow," (1907); wrote a national song en
titled "Canada, God and Our Land." He is a master of the 
short story, and is sometimes caUed "The Canadian Kipling." 
He resides a t Georgetown, Ont. 

ERASER, WILLIAM P., M.A. 
Professor in Biology, McDonald CoUege, St. Anne's, Que. 
Mr. Fraser was bom at French River. He was a former mem
ber of the Pictou Academy Staff. 
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FRASER, WILLIAM R . , Ph.D., (Johns Hopkins). 
Formerly Lecturer in Classics, McGUl Univ., was born at West 
River. He is now conducting a private school in Montreal. 
He was for many years a successful teacher of Classics in Pictou 
Academy. 

HARRIS, GEORGE WILLIAM, Librarian, ComeU Univ. 
Son of the late John F. Harris, and nephew of a former Sheriff 
of the County. He graduated from Cornell University in 1873; 
and has ever since that time been connected with the Ubrary of 
the University, becoming head librarian in 1890. He is a recog
nized authority on bibUographical matters, being a life member 
of the Bibliographical Society of London, and of the American 
Library Society. He has contributed many articles to Ubrary 
journals, and is editor of the Library BuUetin of Cornell Uni
versity. He was born in Pictou town, in 1849, and received 
his preparatory education at Pictou Academy. 

HEPBURN, WILLIAM MURRAY, M.A., Dal. Univ., (1895.) 
Chief Librarian—Purdue Univ., La Fayette, Ind. 

JOHNSON, ALLEN C , Ph.D., (Johns Hopkins). 
Assistant Professor in Classics, Princeton, N. J. Some time 
tutor in classics (Dal). 

JOHNSTONE, J. H. L., B.Sc, (Dal.). 
Born at Pictou, 1891. Graduated from Dalhousie University 
in 1911 with High Honors in Mathematics and Physics. 
Appointed Instructor in Physics, Dal. Univ., 1912. 

K E N N E D Y , W I L L I A M T . 
Principal of Halifax Academy. Died 1907. The Presbyterian 
Witness says of him,—"Mr. Kennedy was born at Sunny Brae, 
of good Highland Stock. He was the stamp of a man we should 
Uke to see at the head of our institutions of learning; genuinely 
Christian, rigorously correct in Ufe and work, never flinching 
from the path of duty. As a teacher, his merits have been 
recognized aU over the country." 

LOGAN, JOHN D . , M.A., (Dal., 1894), Ph.D., Harvard 
(1896). 

Is a weU known educationist and man-of-letters. He was born 
in the Town of Pictou; educated at the Dal. Univ., where he 
graduated with High Honors in phUosophy in 1893. Subse
quently he studied at Harvard Univ. For some years he was 
head of the Dept. of PhUosophy in the Univ., of South Dakota; 
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from 1908-1910 he was Uterary and musical critic of the Toronto 
Sunday World. Since then he has been on the editorial staff of 
the Toronto News. He is author of a number of books and of 
articles on PhUosophy, Literature and Art. Author: "Pre
ludes, Sonnets and other Verses," "Songs of the Makers of 
Canada," with an introductory critical essay on Canadian 
poetry. 

M C B A I N , ALEXANDER ROSS, B.A., (Dal.) M.A., McGiU 
Univ. 

Professor in the Protestant High School, Montreal, Can. 

McCoLL, R O D E R I C K . 
Is a son of the late Jeffrey McCoU, of New Glasgow; born there, 
1866. Graduated from the Royal MUitary CoUege, Kingston, 
1886; from 1904 to 1913 was Provincial Engineer for the Prov
ince, with headquarters at Halifax, N. S. His brother Archi
bald McCoU is Secretary and Chief Accountant for the Nova 
Scotia Steel Works, New Glasgow. 

MCCULLOCH, MICHAEL, Educationist. 
A son of Dr. McCulloch, came to Pictou with his father at 
about three years of age. He was one of the first class which 
passed through the Academy. In 1824 he was appointed his 
father's successor, teaching Classics and Mathematics. After 
the institution closed he taught a private school in Pictou and 
was afterwards Principal of the Yarmouth Academy. He died 
in his eighty-third year. Mr. McCulloch was a man of 
strong powers of mind and accurate scholarship. 

MCCULLOCH, THOMAS, Professor in Dalhousie University. 
Was a son of Dr. McCulloch of the Academy, and was ap
pointed to aid Prof. Ross in the Classical and Philosophical 
Departments in the West River and Truro Seminaries. When 
Dalhousie College was reorganized, in 1863, he was transferred 
from Truro to Halifax to form a part of the Dalhousie FaciUty. 
Both sons of Dr. McCiUloch spent their lives in the work of 
higher education, and were thus worthy sons of a worthy sire. 

MACDONALD, ARTHUR C , C E . 
Is a member of the firm MacDonald and Gibbs, with offices at 
London, England and ChiH, South America. The Chilian 
Northern RaUway, which runs through the ChUian Desert, was 
buUt by him. It is 430 miles long, and cost $15,000,000. He 
also buUt the BoUvia RaUway. This road is 823 ft., above 
the sea level and is said to be one of the highest points ever 
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reached by a railway. Mr. MacDonald was born in the town 
of Pictou; is a younger brother of the late Charles D. Mac
Donald, Barrister, of Edmonton, and a cousin of E. M. Mac
donald, M. P. 

MACDONALD, ALEXANDER H . , a veteran, San Francisco 
Educator. 

Mr. MacDonald was for fifty-one years identified with the 
common schools of California, thirty-two of which he was 
Principal of the Lincoln Evening School, San Francisco. He 
was born at Sunny Brae, in 1830, and was a brother of Rev. F. 
R. MacDonald. 

M C D O N A L D , D A N I E L . 
Bom at Barney's River; Educated at West River Seminary, 
appointed Inspector of Schools for Pictou County in 1869, re
tired in 1879. Died 1880, aged 71 years. 

MACDONALD, DONALD F . , M . SC . 
Son of John J. MacDonald, Merigomish. In 1905 he grad
uated from Washington Univ., Washington, D, C. He also 
took the degree of Mining Engineer and Master of Science 
from same university. He then did two years' work in the 
Graduate School of Geology in the Univ. of Chicago. From 
1909 to 1910 he was in charge of the work in Geology at 
Tulane Univ., New Orleans. He is now on the U. S. Geologi
cal Survey, Washington, D. C. 

MCINTOSH, DOUGLAS, B .SC,(Dal . ) D.Sc. CorneU, F.R,S,C. 
Associate Prof, of Chemistry, McGUl Univ., was born in New 
Glasgow. He is the author of several valuable papers on Chemi
cal subjects, the resvUts of long experimenting and original 
study, which have been published in the leading Chemical 
Journals of the day. He took his B. A. degree at Dalhousie, 
and also studied in CorneU and in Germany. 

MCINTOSH, HENRY HAVELOCK. 
Inspector of Schools for Lunenburg and Queens, is a native of 
Merigomish, and was educated at Pictou Academy and Dal. 
Univ. 

MACKAY, ALEXANDER H . , M.A., F .R.S.C, LL.D. 
Supt. of Education of Nova Scotia, was born at Plainfield, a 
district which has contributed many able men to the inteUectual 
life of Canada. He was educated at Pictou Academy, and 
Normal School, Truro; graduated from Dal. Univ., with dis
tinction in Mathematics and Physics, 1873; B.Sc, with Honors 
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in Biology, in 1880, from the Univ. of HaUfax. The Degree of 
LL.D. , was conferred upon him by Dal. Univ., in 1892. He 
married Maud A., daughter of the late Dr. G. M. Johnstone, 
Pictou, 1882. He was Principal of Pictou Academy for sixteen 
years, (1873-1899); Halifax Academy (1889-1890); since then 
Supt. of Education for Nova Scotia. He organized the 
Summer School of Science for the Atlantic Provinces, and 
assisted in the founding of the Educational Review, St. John, 
N. B . He is a Governor of Dal. Univ., and was a delegate 
to the Conference on Education, London, England, 1907. 
Dr. MacKay is one of Canada 's foremost Educationists and 
Scientists. 

MACKAY, EBENEZER, B.A.,(Dal.) Ph.D., (Johns Hopkins). 
McLeod Professor of Chemistry Dal. Univ., graduated from Dal. 
Univ., in 1886, with first class honors in Experimental Physics 
and Chemistry and the Mackenzie Gold Medal, and from Johns 
Hopkins Univ., Ph.D. , 1896; Special Studies a t Harvard Univ.; 
Principal of New Glasgow High School for six years; McLeod 
Prof, of Chemistry and Mineralogy at Dal. Univ., since 1896. 
Prof. MacKay is a native of Plainfield, where he was born in 
1864. 

MACKAY, HENRY MARTYN, B.A., (Dal.), M.Sc. 
Professor of CivU Engineering, McGill Univ., is a brother of 
Prof. Ebenezer MacKay, and was born in 1868. Educated in 
Pictou Academy and Dal. Univ.; B.A., with honors in pure and 
applied Mathematics, 1888, and B .Sc , with Governor General's 
medal for highest general standing 1894; married, 1910, Lillian 
Norton Evans, Montreal; Mathematical Master, Pictou Acad
emy, for five years; in 1908 was made Professor and head of 
the CivU Engineering Dept., McGiU Univ., Montreal, where 
he is acknowledged to be a high authority in his profession. 

MACKAY, IRA ALLAN, B.A., LL.B. 
Professor of PhUosophy and Political Science, Univ., of Sas
katchewan, Saskatoon, Sask., is the eldest son of Robert Mac
Kay, MiUsvUle; B.A., Dal. Univ., with honors in Philosophy, 
1897; M.A., 1898; LL.B., 1905; Ph.D. , CorneU Univ., 1901; 
caUed to Bar 1895; SuccessfuUy practiced his profession in 
Halifax and Winnipeg for several years. Since 1910 has been 
connected with the Univ., of Saskatchewan. Dr. MacKay was 
a well known scholar and an author of some note, pubUshing, 
"Canadian Nationali ty" in 1907. 
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MACKAY, KENNETH G. , M . S C . 

Was born at Scotsburn; educated at the Agricultural CoUege, 
Guelph, Ont., and the Moody Institute, Chicago; graduated 
B.Sc, Toronto Univ., 1906, and M.Sc, Iowa State CoUege, 
U. S. A., 1913. He is now assistant Dairy Commissioner for 
the Province of Saskatchewan with headquarters at Regina. 

MACKAY, NORMAN C , B . S C , Toronto Univ., 1911. 
Brother of Kenneth G. MacKay; Lecturer on Agriculture for 
the Ontario Government. 

MACLELLAN, ROBERT, LL.D., Principal of Pictou Academy. 
Is the second son of the late John Maclellan, Esq., of Durham. 
His early education was received at the Grammar School, Dur
ham and at Pictou Academy. He entered Dal., CoUege in 
1870, and led his classes at the end of the term in Mathematics 
and English and divided honors in Classics; married Miss 
Martha M. Fraser. Took charge of the Preparatory Depart
ment of Pictou Academy, 1873; appointed English and Classical 
Master in 1877; Government Inspector of Schools for the 
Counties of Pictou and So. Colchester, 1883; called to the 
Principalship of Pictou Academy on the retirement of Dr. Mac
Kay, 1889, in which position he is now completing his twenty-
fifth year—one fourth of the whole lifetime of the Academy. 
In addition he taught Classics, as a coUeague of Dr. MacKay, 
for six years. 

In 1908, the Senate of Dal. Univ., conferred on him the 
honorary degree of LL.D. In presenting him Prof. Murray, 
Dean of the Senate said: "Pictou Academy has been singu
larly fortunate in having at its head a long Une of men who have 
earned distinction both as teachers and leaders in the educa
tional world, and among these our distinguished Alumnus, 
Robert MacleUan, holds a high and honorable place. In recog
nition of the high character of his work as a teacher and of the 
eminent success of his Principalship, I ask you, Mr. President 
in the name of the Senate of this University to confer the degree 
of Doctor of Laws, honoris causa, on Robert MacleUan." 

MACLEOD, JAMES D . , B.A., (Dal.). 
Professor of Mathematics, Western Canada College, Calgary, 
is the son of Mr. WUUam Macleod, Scotsburn. He was edu
cated at Pictou Academy and Dal. Univ., Halifax, where he won 
the North British Society Bursary. For two years he was 
Principal of the PubUc Schools of WestviUe, and for two years 
Mathematical Master at Pictou and Sydney Academies. 
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MACLEOD, JOHN W . , M.A. 

Professor of Mathematics, St. Francis Xavier's CoUege Anti
gonish, was born at Scotsburn, educated at Pictou Academy, 
St. Francis Xavier's CoUege and McGUl Univ., Montreal. For 
four years he was Principal of the Public Schools of the town of 
Stellarton, and three years Prof, of Mathematics, St. Francis 
Xavier's CoUege. A member of the engineering staff of The 
Halifax Ocean Terminals. A sister, Anna Elizabeth Macleod, 
graduated from Dal. Univ., in 1906 with "Great Distinction." 
For five years she was Principal of the Protestant Schools of 
Antigonish. She is married to Rev. A. A. Macleod, B. D., 
Trenton. 

MCLEOD, DONALD F . 
Graduated from CorneU College of Civil Engineering in the 
class of 1907. He is a native of Middle River, and was for some 
time Principal of the Trenton Schools. He is now located in 
Florida. 

M C L E O D , FRANK THOMAS, B.A., (Dal.). 
High School Teacher, Victoria, B. C. 

MCLEOD, JOHN W . , B.A., Univ. of London, 1913. 
Principal of the High School, New Glasgow, N. S. 

MACKENZIE, WILLIAM B. , Canadian Railway Service. 
Bom at Kenzieville, 1848; entered the Railway Service, 1872; 
since 1897 has been chief engineer of the Intercolonial Railway 
with offices at Moncton, N. B. 

MACKENZIE, WILLIAM R . , B.A., (Dal.), Ph.D., (Harvard). 
Professor of EngUsh Literature in Washington Univ., St. Louis, 
Mo. His brother Thomas E. Mackenzie, B.A., is a mining 
engineer in Mexico; both are sons of Archibald Mackenzie, 
Esq., River John. 

M C K E N Z I E , JOHN JAMES, M.A., (Dal.), Ph.D., Univ. of 
Leipsic, 1877. 

Died 1879. Professor of Physics, Dal. Univ. 

M C L E A N , HERBERT B . , M.A., Ph.D., (McGiU Univ.). 
Professor in the Technical High School, Montreal. His brother 
W. B. McLean, B.Sc, is a consulting Engineer in Montreal. 
The McLean brothers are sons of James McLean, Postmaster, 
Pictou. 
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McKiMMiE, ANDERSON, B.A., (Princeton Univ.). 
Assistant Professor in French, Mass. Agricultural CoUege, 
Amherst, Mass., is a great grandson of the late Rev. Duncan 
Ross, of West River, and a grand nephew of the late Principal 
Ross of Dalhousie CoUege. 

MATHESON, HOWARD W . , B . S C , (Dal,), M.Sc , (McGiU). 
Was born a t Lime Rock; received his Master 's Degree a t Mc
GUl Univ., and was awarded the Governor General 's Medal for 
Graduate Research. In 1911 he accepted a position on the 
Chemical staff of the Du Port Powder Co., WUmington, Del. 

MATHESON, ROBERT, B . S C , Ph.D., (Cornell), 
Son of Walter Matheson, Lime Rock; he was Professor of 
Entomology in the State CoUege of Agriculture, So. Dakota, 
1907-1909; Provincial Entomologist, Agricultural College, Truro 
1912-1913; appointed for Research Work, CorneU Univ., 1913. 

MURRAY, DANIEL A., B.A., (Dal.) Ph.D., (Johns Hopkins). 
Is the son of the late Angus Murray, Scotsburn, a community 
which has produced some of the best men in the Province. 
The family moved to Truro when Mr. Murray was a boy of six 
years. He graduated with honors from Dal., CoUege in 1884; 
studied at Johns Hopkins, Berlin and Paris; married AUce M. 
MaUoch, HamUton, Ont., in 1906. Professor of Mathematics 
in the University of New York and Dalhousie; since 1907 
has been Professor of AppUed Mathematics in McGiU Univ. 
He is the author of several Mathematical Text Books adopted 
by many coUeges and High Schools, among them "Differential 
Equations," "Integral Calculus," "Plane Trigonometry," " In
finitesimal Calculus." President Schurman says of him: "He 
is a man of the highest abUities." He has two brothers 
practising medicine; Dr. H. V. Murray, Honolulu, and Dr. L. 
N. Murray, Halifax. 

MURRAY, EBENEZER H . , B.A., Ph.B., Univ. of Chicago. 
Supt. of Schools, Montana, is a native of Plainfield, and a brother 
of Dr. D. Murray, CampbeUton, N. B., and Murdoch Murray, 
General Secterary, Y. M. C. A., Hyde Park, Mass. 

MURRAY, HOWARD, B.A., (Lond.) LL.D., (Toronto). 
McLeod Professor of Classics, Dalhousie, Univ. Mr. Murray 
is a son of the late Dr. George Murray and was born a t New 
Glasgow, 1859. Was Canadian GUchrist Scholar in 1881, B.A., 
Univ. of London, England; studied in Edinburgh, Univ,; mar
ried, Janet, daughter of the late George Hatt ie, Halifax, 1890; 
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successively teacher in Guysboro Academy, New Glasgow High 
School and Halifax Academy; Professor of Classics in Dal. 
Univ., since 1894 and Dean of the CoUege since 1901; He is 
the author of a book on "Classics, Their Use and Future Pros
pects ." As a classical authority, his reputation stands high. 

PATTERSON, GEORGE, D.D., LL.D. 
Was born a t Pictou, 1824, and died a t his home in New Glas
gow, 1897, in the seventy-fourth year of his age. He was edu
cated at Pictou Academy and the U. P. Theological HaU, Edin
burgh. On his return to Nova Scotia, in 1849, he was inducted 
minister, a t Green HUl where he labored for twenty-seven years. 
He then resigned and moved to New Glasgow where he resided 
until his death. In the Presbyterian Church, Dr. Patterson 
was recognized as a man of prominence and usefulness. He was 
an authori ty in Ecclesiastical law, and procedure. Though not 
settled as a minister, in charge, for over twenty-one years, he 
went far and wide, supplying vacant churches, organizing Home 
Mission Stations, and a t the same time taking a most Uvely 
interest in the Courts of the church. Probably there is no man 
now Uving who has traversed the Maritime Provinces as thor
oughly, or known so much of the past and present of every 
section. Dr. Patterson was a devoted friend of Foreign Mis
sions and of Public Education. He was one of the founders of 
the Widows and Orphans Fund and for many years its manager. 
He was a prolific writer; his Life of his grandfather, Dr, Mc
Gregor is a most readable biography. His Life of Dr, Geddie, 
and a companion volume on Matheson and his wife, and S. F. 
Johnston, are excellent missionary books. His history of 
Pictou Co., is a work which involved an immense amount of 
care and pains and is of the highest value in many respects. His 
work on the Trinity is an able discussion of a difficult theme. 
Highly noteworthy are his scientific and historical papers, read 
before various societies—papers that are of permanent value. 
His son, Hon. George Geddie Patterson, Judge of the County 
Court, resides in the old home in New Glasgow, N. S. 

POOLE, HENRY S,, M , A . , Kings College, Windsor, D.Sc. 
London, F.R.S. 

Was born a t Stellarton, 1844; educated Kings CoUege and 
Royal School of Mines, London, Eng.; Inspector of Coal Mines 
for Nova Scotia, 1872-1878; subsequently general Manager 
Acadia Coal Co., Stellarton, retiring in 1901. He is now 
a resident in England. 
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P O T T I N G E R , D A V I D . 

Was for fifty years in the service of the Intercolonial RaUway; 
was born in Pictou, in 1843; entered the RaUway Service as clerk 
in 1863; chief Supt. of the Intercolonial from 1879-1892; Gen
eral Manager Canadian Government RaUways, 1892-1904; 
since then has been a member of the RaUway Managing Board. 
Mr. Pottinger has had an honorable career and is a thoroughly 
practical raUway man. 

ROBINSON, CHARLES B . , M.A., (Dal.). 
Was the only son of C. B. Robinson of Pictou. He graduated 
at Dalhousie CoUege in the class of 1892, winning the Univ. 
Medal, and taught the Science Departments for several years 
in the Academies of KentviUe and Pictou. His bent as a 
naturalist was strong, and after having familiarized himself 
with the botany of Eastern Nova Scotia, Newfoundland and the 
Lower St. Lawrence, he spent some years at Cambridge Univ., 
England, one of the great botany schools of the world. Associa
tion with a party of field workers in Pictou County sent out by 
Columbia Univ., N. Y., led to his being invited to take up work 
at the Bronx Museum, New York, about ten years ago, sub
sequent to which he received an appointment, under the United 
States Government, to classify the flora of the PhUippines. 
After two years spent in the Islands, he returned to New York 
leaving for Manila, in September, 1912. On the 21st of Decem
ber, 1913, he was kiUed by natives of Amboyna Island, Malay 
Archipelago, where he had undertaken an expedition for the 
study of the flora of the Island. He was forty-one years of 
age and unmarried. He was a young man of fine natural abU
ity and attained high rank as a botanist. 

Ross, WILLIAM H . , B.Sc, (Dal.) Ph.D., (Chicago). 
Was appointed to the position of SoU Chemistry in the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. He is a native 
of River John, and a graduate of Dalhousie Univ., where he 
was nominated to the Science Research Scholarship in 1904. 
The line of work which he is taking up consists of an endeavor 
to find some economical method for the extraction of potash 
from feldspar. This compound is used as one of the principal 
constituents of artificial fertUizers, and is at present imported 
from Germany to a large extent. He is assistant editor of 
"Chemical Abstracts," one of the largest Scientific Journals 
published. 

174 



PICTOU EDUCATIONISTS 

ROSS, ALEXANDER, B.A., (Dal.) 1867. 
Was born at Scotsburn. Teacher and Educator; Principal of 
High School, Dalhousie, N. B. Retired and residing in HaUfax. 

STRAMBURG, HECTOR M . , B.A., (Dal.) 1875. 
Principal of the High School, New Westminster, B. C , is a 
native of River John. 

SULLIVAN, CHARLES, B.A., (Dal.) Ph.D., (Chicago), M.Sc , 
McGiU. 

Assistant Professor Mathematics, McGill Univ., was born and 
educated in New Glasgow, and is assistant to Prof. D. A. Mur
ray. 

TAIT, WILLIAM D . , B.A., (Dal.) Ph.D., (Harvard). 
Assistant Professor of Experimental Psychology, McGiU Univ., 
was born at Hopewell, 1879, and is of Scottish origin. He won 
honors in PhUosophy in Dalhousie, and pursued a thorough 
course of study at Harvard, receiving his degree in 1909. He 
married Mary AUce, daughter of the late Edward MaxweU, 
Halifax, 1909. Dr Tait, in his department, has carried on 
original research which has been highly commended by the 
Univ., authorities. 

W I L S O N , J O H N 

Was born in New Glasgow in 1877. He early exhibited a 
talent for sculpture; studied under Bela Pratt and Henry 
Kitson of Boston, has executed several commissions very 
successfuUy, including Soldiers Monument at Brownfield, Me., 
Firemen's Monument at Forest HiUs Cemetery, Boston. He 
conducts a school of sculpture at Boston. 

A nation is rich indeed which has such men as those 
above named among its assets. For they were, first of 
all, men. One does not have to apologize for blots and 
stains in their lives, as an American must do for Poe, an 
Englishman for Byron, or a Scotsman for Burns. Pictou 
County is justly proud of having given birth to these 
moulders of thought. Through them, it has made a 
monumental contribution to the ultimate history of this 
still young nation—it has put something of the touch of 
sublimity into the morning of our national life. Canada 
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occupies the latitude whence sprang the greatest nations 
of history; no better or more promising people than hers 
ever broke virgin sod; she has a high destiny to idealize 
and realize; these worthies of Pictou County are among 
the best of the first fruits; they afford a cheering assur
ance that our Dominion's destiny is to excel in aU which 
makes a nation's truest life—purposeful culture, guided 
by sanctified conscience. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

PICTONIANS IN FOREIGN FIELDS 

THE Presbyterian Church in Nova Scotia was the 
first of all the British Colonies to establish a mission 

in a foreign land; and the Rev. John Geddie was its first 
missionary. To Mr. Geddie belongs the honor of origi
nating such a mission. I t was largely through his efforts 
that the Foreign Mission Board was organized. He went 
out from Pictou in 1846 to the New Hebrides, the chosen 
field of his labors. He was one year and seven months in 
reaching his destination. For twenty-four years he 
labored there. After his death a memorial tablet was 
erected on the island on which were engraved these sig
nificant words: "When he landed, in 1848, there were 
no Christians here; and when he left in 1872, there were 
no heathen." The story of the first foreign mission enter
prise of the Presbyterians of Canada is of deep interest. 

The pioneer missionary, Dr. Geddie, was born in the 
quiet old Scotch town of Banff, Scotland, on the 10th day 
of April, 1815. When about a year old his parents re
moved with him to Pictou, N. S. His father being a 
clockmaker, of small earnings, the young lad could not 
get much assistance from him. Like many of the world's 
best men, he had to work his own way. At twenty-two 
he was licensed to preach. He entertained the hope 
that the Presbyterian Church in Nova Scotia, of which 
he was a member, would found a foreign mission of her 
own, and send forth and support her own foreign 
missionary. But the Church was not ready. In 1838, 
he accepted a call to Cavendish and New London, 
Prince Edward Island, and was ordained there. Two 
years before this he had married Charlotte, daughter of 
Dr. Alexander McDonald, Antigonish, who proved a 
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faithful companion and helper. He entered upon his 
work with ardor; but he did not forget his darling ptu-
pose while engrossed in his labors at Cavendish. His 
letters to the local papers and the Presbyterian Banner 
attracted attention and were read widely. He organized 
a missionary society in his own church, and induced other 
congregations to do the same in theirs. He won many of 
the people; the Presbytery of Prince Edward Island, and 
finally, the Synod of Nova Scotia to his views. 

In July, 1843, the year of the disruption in Scotland, an 
overture was introduced for the first time in Synod to 
undertake foreign mission work. At the next meeting 
of Synod, held in Pictou, July 11, 1844, it was resolved by 
a vote of 20 to 14 to appoint a Board of Foreign Missions. 
The Board consisted of Revs. John Keir, R. S. Patterson, 
Robert Douglass, WUliam McGregor, John Geddie, John 
C Sinclair, James Bayne, James Waddell, John McCurdy 
and John I. Baxter. Several elders were added. The 
first meeting was held at the close of Synod in Pictou, 
John Keir, convenor, James Waddell, recording Secre
tary, and John Geddie, corresponding Secretary. A year 
later. Revs. David Roy and George Christie, with John 
W. Dawson, (afterward Sir John W., principal of McGill 
University) were added to the Board. Dr. Dawson was 
a life-long friend of Dr. Geddie and his mission. 

The Board reported progress to the Synod of 1845. By 
a majority of one the Synod authorized them to select a 
field and appoint a missionary. The Board met Septem
ber 24, 1845; and, after prayerful consideration, chose 
the South Sea Islands as their field, and Rev. John Geddie 
as their missionary. Thus, nearly seventy years ago, the 
foreign mission work of the Church first took definite 
shape. I t wUl be easily seen that the year was a marked 
one in the history of Canadian Presbyterianism. With a 
Synod composed of only twenty ministers, fifteen elders 
and five-thousand members; a treasury which had only 
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PICTONIANS IN FOREIGN FIELDS 

$1000, and a motion to send a missionary carried with 
the bare majority of one, they launched the enterprise! 
No wonder there was much apprehension as to its future. 
In all the succeeding years that historic act has given 
energy and courage to the Presbyterians of the Maritime 
Provinces, and inspired the rest of the country to imitate 
their example. That enterprise with its one missionary 
has developed into missions in Trinidad, Central India, 
Formosa, China and Korea. In 1845, the Church was 
able to raise a foreign mission fund of only $1000. Today, 
the Church is raising about $310,000 to sustain its mis
sions, and has 146 missionaries in foreign fields. 

The designation services of Mr. and Mrs. Geddie took 
place in Prince St. Church, Pictou, November 3, 1846. 
Soon afterwards they started for their field of labor. 
Think of traveling 113 mUes by coach to Halifax! 
Think of 8 days tossing on the sea from Halifax to Boston! 
Think of one hundred and seventy days from Boston to 
Honolulu, when for three weeks their little brig battled 
for life with tremendous storms at the Cape, and then, the 
voyage from Honolulu to Samoa occupying 38 days! 
They had saUed over 19,000 mUes. At Samoa, they were 
detained for eight months. There Dr. and Mrs. Geddie 
left their eldest child as they could not take it to live 
among cannibals. Already they had had a taste of trial 
and hardship in their family. Dr. Geddie had left behind 
him an aged and devoted mother. Did these things quell 
his ardor or hinder his efforts? On the contrary, they 
stimulated him to push forward to reach the place of his 
chosen life-work. On the thirteenth day of July, 1848, he 
sighted Aneityum. On the following day he first set foot 

on its soil. 
The voyage, it will be seen, occupied one year and seven 

months We can form no conception of the toil and 
weariness and danger involved in such a long, stormy, and 
dangerous voyage. Now, the New Hebrides can be 
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reached from Pictou, in less than three months, in the 
enjoyment of comforts and luxuries, besides speed and 
safety, to which our first missionary was a complete 
stranger. He was just as truly the "Apostle of the New 
Hebrides" as Paul was the "Apostle of the Gentiles." 
Here Mr. Geddie began his work among a people of the 
lowest type. Before many years the entire system of 
heathenism gave way. Churches were built, schools 
established, children trained and godly homes erected. 
Aneityum became a centre from which light radiated to 
the other islands. It became a crown of glory in the 
history of missionary endeavor. 

In 1865, Dr. Geddie with his wife paid a visit to Nova 
Scotia, their only visit. They were the first "returned 
missionaries" ever welcomed by the Presbyterian churches 
in Canada. Dr. Geddie told the story of his work with 
a simplicity and pathos that could not be surpassed. The 
people never tired of his thrilling tale. He returned and 
continued his labors for six other years, till, December 14, 
1872, when, at Geelong, Australia, he passed to his reward, 
at the age of fifty-eight—the pioneer missionary of the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada—the founder of the 
first Canadian Mission to the heathen in a foreign land. 

Nova Scotia has many heroes and heroines on her roll of 
honor. Among these. Dr. Geddie and his devoted wife 
deserve a foremost place. Mrs. Geddie is stiU living at 
Melbourne, Australia, retaining her faculties and her in
terest in the work. She may fittingly be called the mother 
of the Mission, for she rocked the cradle of the first-born 
Nova Scotia Mission. Mrs. Geddie has two daughters, 
wives of missionaries in the New Hebrides: Mrs. Neilson, 
wife of Rev. Thos. Neilson, of Tanna, whom she had taken 
with her, a child in arms, when she left Nova Scotia; and 
Mrs. MacDonald, wife of Rev. D. MacDonald of Efate. 
Her youngest daughter, Mrs. C G. Harrington of Halifax, 
died recently. 
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Rev. J. W. Matheson and his wife settled on Tanna, in 
1858. Mr. Matheson was born at Rogers HiU, Pictou, 
1832. He enjoyed the precious privilege of a pious ances
try. He began attending the grammar school at Durham, 
taught by Daniel McDonald, afterwards Inspector of 
schools for Pictou County, to prepare himself for the 
Seminary. After being accepted as a missionary to the 
New Hebrides, he was ordained in Prince St. Church, 
Pictou, November 22, 1856. Rev. James Watson, his 
pastor preached the sermon; Rev. George Walker offered 
the ordination prayer. Rev. James Bayne delivered the 
charge, and Rev. A. P. Miller addressed the people. The 
winter of 1857, he spent in PhUadelphia, prosecuting 
medical studies. 

Before his departure, Mr. Matheson married Mary 
Geddie Johnston, the second child of James Johnston of 
Pictou, and born in that town, October 1837. Her mother 
was a sister of the Rev. John Geddie. Mrs. Matheson 
was one of the loveliest of women, of deep personal piety 
and admirably fitted for mission work. Both she and 
her husband entered upon their work with great earnest
ness. They underwent great hardships, and encountered 
perils of the gravest character. They only labored four 
years in the field. Mrs. Matheson died at the early age 
of twenty-five, the eleventh of March, 1862, and Mr. 
Matheson a few months later, at thirty years of age. 
Dr. Paton said that Tanna was often described as the 
hardest Mission field in the heathen world, but the light 
which Mr. and Mrs. Matheson kindled there was never 
wholly extinguished. 

The church in the Maritime Provinces, in 1872, sent 
forth three young men to fill the blanks made by death and 
by retirement. These were the Revs. James D. Murray, 
J. W. McKenzie and H. A. Robertson. Mr. Murray was 
born at Durham, Pictou Co., and took his Uterary and 
theological courses at Truro and Halifax. His first 
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and only charge was in Antigonish, N. S. His heart 
was in mission work, and he was appointed as Dr. 
Geddie's successor in Aneitjoim. On account of his wife's 
blindness, he resigned in a few years and settled in Aus-
traUa. Resigning this charge he went to Tennessee, U. 
S. A., where he was settled over a congregation for a time. 
Subsequently he returned again to AustraUa and was 
called to Moruya, where he labored with great diUgence 
and success for sixteen years, until his death, July 13, 
1913. Mr. Murray was sixty-eight years of age and leaves 
a widow and one son. He was a man of great spirit and 
beloved both in the home and foreign fields. 

Rev. John W. McKenzie, D. D., and his wife were for 
a long time, honored missionaries in Efate. Mr. McKen
zie is a native of Green HUl. Pictou Co., the fourth of a 
family of ten children. His father, Alexander McKenzie, 
was for many years an elder in Salem Church, Green Hill, 
under the ministry of the Rev. Geo. Patterson, D. D. 
From the time he was eight years old, Mr. McKenzie 
cherished the thought of becoming a missionary, though 
he never spoke of it untU he offered himself to the Foreign 
Board. He was educated at New Glasgow, Dalhousie 
CoUege, and the Theological College, Halifax. He also 
took a short course in Medicine. Previous to entering on 
his mission work, he married Miss Amanda Bruce of 
Musquodoboit, N. S. In January, 1913, Mr. McKenzie, 
retired after forty years of faithftd and fruitful service 
in the mission field. His tactfulness has meant much 
to the whole mission and his saintly character has exer
cised a unique influence upon Europeans as well as natives. 

Erromanga, where five missionaries were murdered, 
two of them devotued by the cannibals, is now 
a Christian Island. Rev. H. A. Robertson and 
his wife were appointed to Erromanga, the Martyr 
Isle, where their efforts have been crowned with abun
dant success. Mr. Robertson was bom at Barney's 
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River, Pictou, in 1841. When a young man, he entered 
the employ of R. McKenzie, Pictou. His health not being 
good, and having a desire to see these beautiful isles for 
himself, he took passage to the South Pacific in the 
Dayspring, 1863. When in Melbourne, Australia, he was 
appointed agent for the New Hebrides Cotton Co., of 
Glasgow. His work was to buy the material from the 
natives and ship it to Scotland. Though accepting the 
situation for only six months, he remained over four 
years. He was familiar with the missionaries and deeply 
interested in their work. In 1868 whUe stUl on Aneityum, 
the Church of Scotland, at home, invited him to be their 
first missionary. He accepted the invitation and returned 
to Nova Scotia where he took a course of trairung in 
Theology and Medicine. 

In 1871 he was ordained as a foreign missionary by the 
Kark Presbytery of Halifax, as their second missionary. 
Rev. Mr. Goodwill being the first. On the sixth of Sep
tember he married Christina McNeill, daughter of John 
Dawson, Little Harbor, Pictou. They sailed from Hali
fax, October 24, and landed at Aneityum, May 1, 1872. 
He died May, 1914, en route home on a furlough. Rev. 
John GoodwUl of Antigonish, was sent out by the Kirk 
to the New Hebrides in 1871. He spent some time on 
Santo and then resigned. 

The second pioneer Pictonian in the mission field was 
the Rev. John Morton, D. D. To him belongs the credit 
of originating the Trinidad Mission, in the West Indies, 
in 1867. Mr. Morton was born at Stellarton, Pictou Co., 
December 20, 1839. His parents removed to Eraser's 
Mountain, near New Glasgow when he was quite young. 
The family, one of that good, old Scottish type of the Cot
ter's Saturday Night, the father an elder, belonged to Knox 
Free Church, New Glasgow, and afterwards to United 
Church. He went to Halifax in 1855, and entered the Free 
Church College, where he completed his course in 1861. 
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In the summer of that year he was Ucensed and ordained 
to the charge of Bridgewater, N. S., where he labored with 
marked success. Some years after his settlement a throat 
trouble compeUed a rest. He decided to spend a few 
months in the tropics, and went to Trinidad. While 
there he became greatly impressed with the destitute 
spiritual condition of the CooUes. Returning home, he 
laid the matter before the Board, and they brought it 
before the Synod which met in New Glasgow, in 1867. 
So moved was the Synod by his appeal that on motion of 
Robert Murray, it was unanimously agreed to establish 
a mission in Trinidad. Mr. Morton offered his services 
to the Board. He was gladly accepted, and so became 
the first missionary of the Trinidad Mission. He and his 
famUy sailed for the West Indies, December 1, 1867. 

Dr. Morton was a man of singular devotion. He served 
his Master with his whole heart. Next to his devotion was 
his remarkable tact and good judgment which were felt not 
only in the Mission, but in aU the affairs of the Colony. 
Shortly after his ordination he married Sarah E., daugh
ter of the late WUliam Silver, Halifax. Mrs. Morton 
entered with her whole heart into the work of her husband, 
and was for him a fitting help-meet. She and her four 
children survive him. One of the sons. Rev. H. H. Mor
ton is in charge of his father's field at Tunapuna; Rev. 
Arthur S. Morton, Ph.D., is substituting in Toronto Uni
versity, in Church History; Dr. WiUiam C Morton is 
assistant Professor af Anatomy in Leeds Medical Uni
versity, England, and the only daughter is married to 
Rev. A. W. Thomson, Pictou. 

Scarcely had Mr. Morton settled down to his work, 
when he began appealing for another missionary. In con
sequence of Mr. Morton's appeals, steps were taken by 
the Board to secure a second missionary. They sent a 
call addressed to the Rev. K. J. Grant of Merigomish. 
This call was gladly accepted, and Mr. (now Dr.) Grant 
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was designated for the work, March 29, 1870. He reached 
Trinidad, with his wife and family, November 22, 1870. 
From the very commencement the missionaries gave 
special attention to the education of the young. In 1875 
John A. Macdonald, Hopewell, was sent as a missionary 
teacher, serving two years. He was foUowed by Mr. A. 
CampbeU, McLennan's Brook, in 1880. 

Rev. Dr. Grant is a native of Pictou, born there in 
1839. His first charge was at Merigomish, N. S. He 
retired from the Trinidad mission in 1907, after thirty-
seven years of most faithful and devoted service. He is 
now engaged in mission work among the Coolies in Van
couver, B. C Dr. Grant was first married to Miss Sarah 
Geddes, Yarmouth. His second wife was Miss Copeland of 
Merigomish, N. S. A son of his. Rev. George A. Grant, is 
pastor at Black River Bridge, N. B.; another son, G. 
Geddes Grant, born in Pictou, is a leading business man 
in Port of Spain, West Indies. 

Rev. WiUiam L. Macrae was born at Abercrombie, Pictou 
Co., and was educated at Dalhousie CoUege and Pine HiU. 
He began his work in Trirudad in 1886, and was located at 
Princestown. Here he labored most faithfuUy and suc
cessfully in missionary and educational work for nearly 
nineteen years, until his health faUing him, he returned 
home. Since July 1905 he has been serving a congrega
tion at Golden, B. C Mr. Macrae was first married to 
Miss EUzabeth Creelman, Stewiacke, N. S. She died in 
1889. His present wife was Miss Sadie MitcheU, Meri
gomish, N. S. 

Rev. A. W. Thomson was appointed missionary to 
Couva in 1890. Mr. Thomson is a son of the late Rev. 
James Thomson, and was born at Durham, Pictou Co. 
Graduating from Dalhousie University in 1885, he took 
his theological course at Princeton Seminary. For twenty 
years Mr. Thomson labored with great energy and with 
conspicuous success in the mission field. Ill health 
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compelled him to resign and return to Nova Scotia. He 
is now pastor of Knox Church, Pictou, inducted there 
in 1911. His brother. Rev. WUUam McC. Thomson, is 
pastor of Greyfriars Church, Port of Spain, Trinidad. 

Pictou has sent three of her sons to do missionary work 
in far off India. Rev. Charles M. Grant, D. D., was for 
three years a missionary in India. He was sent out in 
connection with the India Mission Committee of the 
church of Scotland. WhUe settled as a pastor in Halifax, 
he resigned at the request of Dr. Norman McLeod to 
preach to the educated natives of Calcutta, where his 
lectures were attended by hundreds of English speaking 
natives. His promising career was arrested by a severe 
illness, whereupon he was ordered home. A year later he 
accepted a call to Glasgow, Scotland, and then to Dundee. 
The Rev. Dr. Grant is a Pictonian, a brother of the late 
Principal Grant. He retired from active service a few 
years ago and makes his home in Dundee. 

Rev. Robert C Murray was sent to India in 1885 by the 
Western section of the Church—St. Paul's Church, Mon
treal, undertaking his support. Mr. Murray was a son 
of Hugh Murray and was born in Cariboo, Pictou Co., 
educated in Arts and Theology at Queen's University, 
Ontario. He graduated in the spring of 1885. In the 
fall of that year he began his work in Ujjain the oldest 
city in India, with rare tact and zeal. A year later. Miss 
Charlotte WUson, daughter of the late Charles Wilson, 
Pictou, joined him and they were married. In less than 
a year Mrs. Murray died and four months later Mr. 
Murray himself died suddenly of sun stroke. "Lovely 
and pleasant were they in their lives, and in death they 
were not divided." Kenneth G. MacKay, B. S. A., Toronto 
Univ., was sent by the Canadian Church, 1906 to Central 
India to instruct the natives in agricultural and industrial 
work. He resigned in 1912, and returned to Pictou, his 
native place. Rev. WUliam R. McKay is stationed at 
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Kongmoon, South China. Mr. McKay was first sent to 
Macao, in 1902, and was the first missionary located there. 
He devotes most of his time to educational work. He was 
born in SpringviUe, Pictou Co., and is a son of Mr. Joseph 
McKay, an elder in the SpringvUle Presbyterian Church. 
He graduated from Dalhousie College in 1896, taking a 
B. D. degree from Princeton Seminary, in 1901. For 
three years previous to his departure for China, he held 
a pastorate at Noel and Kennetcook. He married Miss 
Mary O'Brien, B. S c , Noel, N. S. Knox Church, Regina, 
supports them. 

Rev. George M. Ross, B. A., son of Alexander Ross, 
was born at Blue Mountain, Pictou, and studied theology 
at Pine Hill, where he graduated in 1901. He married, 
Minnie Robertson of Ontario. He was sent as a mission
ary to North Honan, China, in 1903, where he is now labor
ing. He is supported by St. John's Church, Toronto. 

Rev. Luther L. Young is Pictou's representative in 
Korea. He went out in 1906 and is settled in Ham Heung. 
He was born at MiUsviUe, Pictou Co., graduated from 
Dalhousie University in 1903, and three years later from 
Pine Hill. He is married to Catherine F. Mair, B. A., 
Campbell town, N. B. The first Presbyterian Church, 
New Glasgow supports Mr. and Mrs. Young. 

Rev. D. G. Cock, a descendant of Rev. Daniel Cock the 
first settled minister of Truro, was appointed missionary 
to Mhow, Central India. He was born in the West River 
Valley, and graduated from Pine Hill in 1899. Soon 
after, he was sent as an ordained missionary to Alaska 
where he spent three years. On the eve of his departure 
as missionary to India in 1902, he was married to a college 
class-mate. Miss EUa MaxweU, Halifax, N. S. 

So far as known, none of Pictou's fair daughters have 
entered the ministerial or legal professions or ventured 
far into the fields of literature and science. They have 
devoted their lives to the humbler yet equally important 
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Spheres of the home and the school-room. The county 
has been the home of the very best type of capable and 
self-sacrificing mothers and wives. Much of its fame and 
influence is due to them. Many families have furnished 
teachers for the public schools—some families as many 
as half a dozen. For that matter, nearly every man in 
the professional lists in this book, at one time or another, 
taught school; and as the students from the Academy and 
College went out into the country districts to teach in the 
summer, they had much to do with making Pictou the 
literary and educational centre which it is. 

A few Pictou women have studied medicine, and over a 
dozen have gone to be missionaries and teachers in foreign 
lands, and have been faithful and fruitful workers for the 
Master. The first to go was Miss Mary B. McKay, a 
daughter of Mr. James McKay, elder, Stellarton, N. S. 
She was sent by the Western section of the Church to 
Central India, in 1888. She was only a short time in the 
field when she was married to Rev. John Buchanan, M. D., 
of Ontario. Mrs. Buchanan is a graduate of Mt. Allison 
Ladies' College, SackvUle, N. B., and of the Ladies' Med
ical College, Toronto. She is now living in Amkhut, 
Central India, where she and her husband are success
fuUy engaged in missionary and medical work among 
the BhUs. 

Mrs. Elizabeth M. Butler went to India as an officer of 
the Salvation Army, in 1898, but in a few years joined the 
Friend's Foreign Missionary Association of England with 
her husband, the late Edward J. Butler. Altogether she 
has given eighteen years of active service with Sohagpur 
as a centre. Mrs. Butler is a daughter of the late James 
McLaren, Wentworth Grant, Pictou Co. 

Cariboo, Pictou Co., has sent two missionaries from the 
same house to labor in India—Misses Jemima and Mary 
McKenzie. In 1904, Jemima McKenzie was appointed, 
under the Women's Union Missionary Society of America, 
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to medical work in Cawnpore, India. Two years later she 
went to Eatephur where she had charge of a large hos
pital which she was largely instrumental in buUding, and 
of which she is now in fuU charge. In 1905, her sister, 
Mary McKenzie, was appointed to succeed her in Cawn
pore where for nearly six years she engaged in Medical 
and Bible work. In 1911 she was married to Rev. A. A. 
Smith, Verschoyle, Ont. The two sisters are graduates 
of Dalhousie University and the Medical School, Halifax, 
and are highly esteemed both for their work and their 
personal qualities. 

From the MiUsvUle district, Pictou Co., three young 
women have given their lives to the cause of missions. 
Miss Annie Young, a sister of Rev. L. L. Young, was 
settled at Wan Chi, Central China, in 1897. She was 
educated at Pictou Academy and in the Christian AUiance 
Institute, New York City, under whose auspices she is now 
laboring. Miss Jennie Fraser, also of MUlsvUle, sailed for 
India in 1898. She has charge of a mission station at 
Shantipur. Her sister, Agnes Fraser, (now Mrs. John N. 
Culver, a missionary from the U. S. A.), went to India in 
1904 and is located in Dholka, India. They were both 
trained for missionary work in the Christian Alliance 
School, at Nyack, N. Y., and are working under its Board. 

Miss Mary S. Herdman, daughter of the late Rev. An
drew Herdman, Pictou, is doing missionary and educational 
work in Dhar, Central India. She was first sent out to 
Northern India in 1903 by the Church of England, but for 
the last dozen years she has been under the control of the 
Canadian Church and is supported by the W. M. F. 
Society, Toronto. She helps in the Dispensary, and acts 
as Bible teacher to women. 

Another clergyman's daughter. Miss Bessie McCunn, 
daughter of the late Rev. R. McCunn, River John, is 
laboring in Jhansi, India. She was first appointed as 
teacher to Princestown, Trinidad in 1900, and spent five 
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years there. Afterwards she attended the Ewart Mis
sionary Training School Toronto, and whUe there was 
appointed by the Women's Union Missionary Society, 
N. Y., to go to India. Her work includes Hospital and 
Zenana work, and the superintending of day and Sunday 
schools. 

Miss Maud M. Rogers, daughter of Mr. B. D. Rogers, 
SteUarton, was sent out, in 1909, by the Canadian Church 
and is now laboring in Song Jin, Korea. She took a course 
in Domestic Science in Boston. 

PrisciUa McDonald, daughter of Mr. John McL. Mc
Donald, Durham, Pictou, (now the wife of Rev. WUlard 
S. Tedford) is in the mission field in Rayagadda, India. 
Mrs. Bessie A. Robb, wife of Rev. A. F. Robb, Korea, is 
a daughter of Rev. Robert Cumming, D. D., Westville, 
N. S. They were appointed to Wonsan in 1901, and are 
supported by St. Paul's Church, Fredericton, N. B. 
Miss Jenny Hazel Kirk, daughter of J. H. Kirk, East 
River St. Mary's, Pictou Co., was appointed by the Foreign 
Mission Board of the Maritime Synod to Wonsan, Korea. 
She sailed December 5, 1913, from Vancouver, B. C 
A daughter of WUliam Cameron, County Clerk, Pictou, 
Christina Cameron, was married to Rev. Fred Paton, son 
of Rev. John Paton, D. D., and was engaged in mission 
work with her husband in Malekula, New Hebrides. She 
died April, 1914. 

It wUl thus be seen that Pictou County has made nota
ble contributions to the cause of Missions. Great honor 
has fallen to her in sending forth such a noble band of men 
and women to publish the message of the King. 
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CHAPTER IX 

T H E PRESS AND P R I N T E R S OF PICTOU 

TH E first newspaper published in Canada was the 
Halifax Gazette. I t was published by John Bushnell, 

a partner of Bartholomew Green. The first number ap
peared on Monday, March 25, 1752. Mr Green was a 
son of Bartholomew Green who printed the first newspaper 
in America—the Boston News Letter. He set up the first 
printing press in the Dominion of Canada, at Halifax, 
Nova Scotia. The printing press was thus one of New 
England's contributions to Nova Scotia. The Gazette 
has been published continuously ever since, and still makes 
its appearance regularly each week as the Nova Scotia 
Royal Gazette. It is in all probability the oldest news
paper published in America. 

The first printing press in Pictou was what was known 
as the Weir Durham Press. It belonged to the Synod of 
the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia. Soon after that 
body was formed, in 1817, it resolved to take collections 
for the purchase of a printing press to be employed in 
giving religious intelligence to the people. After some 
progress in this, a lady in Britain, Mrs. Weir Durham, 
hearing of it made them a present of a press which thence
forward was known by her name. Synod placed it in the 
Academy at Pictou, and in the early days was stationed 
in the library. It was a small press and wotUd scarcely 
print a larger sheet than foolscap. It was well constructed 
and very convenient for small jobs. When Dr. Geddie 
was leaving Nova Scotia to go to the South Seas he needed 
a printing press and this one having been, for sometime 
unused, but being stiU in good condition, the Synod gave 
it to him to be employed in his work. He took it to the 
South Seas and set it up in the island of Aneityum 
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where it was used in the early stages of the mission, 
printing primers and such other smaU works, in the lan
guage of the natives. Some years later a larger press was 
sent out from Britain, and the old one was transferred to 
the new mission field of Rev. G. N. Gordon, in 1856, on 
Erromanga, where it was used for the same purpose as in 
the other mission field. What has since become of it is 
not known. 

The first printing estabUshment properly, so called, in 
Pictou, was set up in 1827 by J. S. CunnabeU of Halifax 
and WiUiam MUne, a Scotchman, recently from Aberdeen. 
The former was a practical printer but the latter was not. 
The partnership was dissolved in a few months and for 
some years Mr. MUne was the sole owner. On leaving 
Pictou he went to Providence, R. I., where some of his 
sons followed their father's trade. 

A prospectus was issued in August 1827, signed by 
William Milne & Co., giving notice of intention to pubUsh 
a paper to be called the "Colonial Patriot," and requesting 
the support of all interested in local affairs and in sound 
principles and politics. After much discussion on the 
part of its promoters the name of "The Pictou Patriot" 
was thought to be most suitable. Dr. McCuUoch sug
gested the name "Colonial Patriot," which was adopted, 
a name which was fully justified by its broad sympathies. 
Nearly four months later, on Friday morning. December 7, 
the first number was issued. It consisted of eight pages 
of three columns each, and measured ten inches by twelve. 
It was strong in its advocacy of the policy of the Academy. 
This was the first native newspaper outside of Halifax. 
Shelburne had had three before 1800, but these were 
transplanted from the American colonies and soon ceased 
publication. The principles of the paper and the vigor and 
independence of theeditor soon broughtitinto public notice. 

The Patriot sounded the first note of Responsible Gov
ernment in the British North American colonies. Though 
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opinions favorable to reform were widely current there was 
as yet no organ which opeiUy avowed reformed sentiments. 
The Halifax papers were too near the center of things to 
speak with any insistence on the great questions at issue. 
I t was in the country that the great body of reform senti
ment existed and where, no doubt, grievances were most 
felt. And it was from that quarter that reform was first 
to find a voice in its behalf through that powerful agency 
of enlightenment, the press. Pictou had the honor of estab
lishing that organ, the predecessor of the reformed Nova 
Scotian, which began as that carried on, the work of prop
agating those ideas of liberty, equality and justice in our 
Provincial Government, which at length prevailed by sheer 
force of their inherent truth. It required an editor with 
ideas and convictions to do this work. Such an one was 
found in Jotham Blanchard. He was a New Englander 
by birth and no doubt was familiar with the freedom 
under republican institutions in the country of his birth. 
Any such ideas which he may have possessed would not 
be lessened while under the influence of Dr. McCuUoch. 
In Blanchard the times found the man to do work that 
sorely needed to be done. He brought to his task keen 
intelligence, literary skill and power of argument, great 
perseverance, and a great zeal which all too early con
sumed his powers of body and mind, and cut short a career 
which gave every promise of greatness. From the office 
of the Patriot was issued for a time a paper for youth 
called the Juvenile Entertainer. I t is not known how 
long it was published, but it served a good purpose at 
a time when chUdren's books were few. 

Among those trained in the Patriot office two deserve 
particular notice-Alexander Lawson and John StUes. 
Mr. Lawson was a native of New Glasgow, and was em
ployed on the Patriot as an apprentice from its establish
ment to its discontinuance. He then went to Yarmouth 
where he established the Yarmouth Herald, the first 
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successful venture in newspaper printing in the Western 
part of the Province. With the exception of a short interval 
he conducted it for forty seven years. I t is one of the 
oldest papers in the Province, and is now conducted by his 
son J. Murray Lawson. 

In the year 1831, Pictou's second paper made its ap
pearance. I t was called the Pictou Observer. In politics 
it was opposed to the reform movement, and antagonistic 
to Dr. McCuUoch's policy for the Academy. I t was 
published by WiUiam Gossip. Rev. K. J. McKenzie, a 
Scottish Kirkman, was its editor. The Observer was not 
a success financiaUy, and after a time it was discontinued. 
I t was resuscitated by Roderick McDonald, a native of 
Scotland, who had been teaching the lower branches in 
Pictou Academy. The second attempt to establish the 
Observer proved futile after a year's effort, for we read 
that in 1843 it was once more revived by Mr. McCou-
bray of St. Johns, Newfoundland, with Martin I. Wilkins, 
a prominent lawyer and legislator, as editor, but it again 
became defunct. In this office was trained Alpin Grant. 
Bom a mUe back of the town in 1848, he bought from 
Gossip and Coade the old Halifax Times and commenced 
the pubUcation in its place, of the British Colonist which 
he conducted through its whole course. He was also for 
sometime Queen's printer, and amassed a smaU fortune by 
printing in Nova Scotia, which few other men have done. 

The next paper published in Pictou was "The Bee," a 
weekly journal devoted to politics, literature and agricul
ture. I t was conducted by James Dawson, father of the 
late Sir J. WiUiam Dawson who purchased the plant of the 
old Patriot. The first number appeared May 27, 1835. 
The general character of its contents was similar to that 
of its predecessors. In the spring of 1838 John StUes issued 
a prospectus of a new paper to be caUed "The Mechanic 
and Farmer." Mr. Stiles was brought up near Pictou, his 
father who had come originaUy from ComwaUis, settled 
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near Scotch HiU, where he had a miU. Mr. Dawson, 
thinking there was not room for two papers in Pictou, 
agreed to seU his estabUshment to Mr. Stiles; and the Bee 
was discontinued in the month of May of that year. The 
Mechanic and Farmer was immediately announced in its 
stead, and was first issued on May 23, 1838. Mr. Stiles 
made his paper a success financiaUy, and gave great 
stimulus to farmers in the amount of information circu
lated on agricultural subjects. In 1842 a religious paper 
in connection with the Presbyterian Church of Nova 
Scotia was established in Pictou under the name, Pres
byterian Banner. I t was edited by the Rev. James Ross; 
printed by Mr. Stiles, and continued for a little over one 
year. 

On October 4, 1843, "The Mechanic and Farmer" 
and "The Banner" were merged in "The Eastern 
Chronicle" which is still issued at New Glasgow. The 
plant was purchased from Mr. Stiles by the Rev. 
George Patterson and Mr. J. L. Geldert, and was con
ducted by them for some time. Mr. Stiles went to Wash
ington and secured a good position in the Pension Office 
there, where he died some twenty years ago. Among 
those employed in the office may be mentioned Donald 
Gunn of Hopewell who afterward conducted a printing 
estabUshment in Boston; Edward M. Macdonald, after
wards M. P. for Lunenburg, a native of West River, 
who at the close of 1846 bought out the establishment, 
and in January 1847, took the management of the paper 
into his own hands. He continued to conduct the paper 
until appointed Queen's printer when he removed to Hali
fax and there established the HaUfax Citizen with Hon. 
WiUiam Garvie. His brother, John D. Macdonald, who 
had been for sometime employed in the office, took charge 
of the Eastern Chronicle after his withdrawal. 

Up to about the year 1868, newspaper pubUcation in the 
county was confined to the town of Pictou. Then the 
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Eastern Chronicle was removed to New Glasgow, with 
Robert McConneU and W. B. Alley, the latter for thirty 
years proprietor Colchester Sun, of Truro, in charge. Mr. 
McConneU was a Pictou man and a veteran journalist. 
He edited the Eastern Chronicle for ten years; served on 
the editorial staff of the HaUfax Morning Chronicle; was 
publisher of the Truro Guardian; then editor of the 
Moncton Transcript; for a time Editor-in-chief of the 
Montreal Herald. Returning to HaUfax in 1892. he be
came the managing editor of the Morning Chronicle. 
Some years later he retired from active journalism and 
was appointed to a position in the Finance Department 
at Ottawa, which he held until his death in 1909. He was 
bom at MeadowviUe, in 1842, and was educated at Dur
ham Grammar school and the Normal school, Charlotte
town. While in the latter place, he acquired a knowledge 
of printing, and became from that time a "newspaper 
man." He was prominently identified with the Presby
terian church and active in the Sunday school and Tem
perance cause. His second son, J. Miller McConneU, is 
financial editor on the Montreal DaUy Star. He was born 
in New Glasgow in 1870 and gained his early experience 
in newspaper work on the Eastern Chronicle. In 1887 he 
joined the staff of the Montreal Herald and ten years later 
went to the Montreal Star with which he has ever since 
been connected. 

Later on the Eastern Chronicle passed into the hands of 
Daniel Logan, now a prominent journalist in Hawaii. 
Mr. Logan is a Scotsburn boy. He began his newspaper 
career in the office of the Eastern Chronicle in 1867. In 
1877 he became editor and proprietor. In 1884 he went to 
Honolulu where for more than a quarter of a century he 
has been engaged in journalism and literary work and has 
justly earned the title "Nestor of the Press." After Mr. 
Logan's departure the Eastern Chronicle passed into the 
hands of S. M. MacKenzie, who pubUshed it as a 
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semi-weekly for a number of years. In 1881 he disposed 
of it to a company with James A. Fraser as editor and 
manager. 

On November 2, 1858, the Colonial Standard was 
established in Pictou town in succession to the Observer 
as the organ of the Conservative party. I t was printed on 
a new press and with new type. Hon. S. H. Holmes of 
Halifax, was its editor and proprietor for over 20 years. 
The Standard has had a chequered history. For a num
ber of years it ceased publication, but is now issued from 
the "News" office. 

In 1880 W. D. Stewart started the Plain Dealer in New 
Glasgow. He conducted it for two years as editor and pro
prietor. The Rev.E.Scott, D.D., whUe pastor of the United 
Church, New Glasgow, began the publication of the Mari
time Presbyterian, a religious monthly devoted to the in
terests of the church. I t continued for a number of years 
but was finaUy merged in the Presbyterian Record of 
which Dr. Scott is the editor. I t was in 1881 that the 
Liberals of Pictou decided that they should have a mouth 
piece to replace the Eastern Chronicle and the Pictou 
News appeared. The News prospered for a few years 
and gained a wide circulation. C D. Macdonald was the 
editorial writer untU 1889. Then came the Trades Jour
nal at Stellarton, now the Mining Record, conducted by 
Hon. R. Drummond. 

Next to enter the field, in 1889, was the Enterprise of 
New Glasgow. I t was printed for a time in the Standard 
office in Pictou by Mr. Albert Dennis who was then pub
lisher of the Standard. In 1890 AUan P. Douglas 
joined the paper and is now editor and proprietor. From 
WestvUle the next report of a newspaper came. R. A. 
Macdonald there began in 1895 the publication of the 
Free Lance, as the organ of the Orangemen. I t appeared 
as such for a year or two only, when it became the pro
perty of J. W. H. Sutherland. 
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Reverting to the town of Pictou, the year 1890 witnessed 
the destruction of the Standard's office building and plant 
by fire; and as the gentleman who then owned the News 
had little in common with the town and county he sold 
to the Standard the News plant, and the latter paper 
ceased publication. This left Pictou with but one paper, 
tiU in 1893 the Pictou Advocate was established with John 
D. Macdonald son of John D. Macdonald, senior, as pro
prietor. The New Glasgow News, a daily, was first 
published in the fall of 1912. 

Of the other periodicals published in this county, the 
only ones worthy of special notice are the monthly organs 
of the different religious bodies. The Missionary Register, 
1850 to 1857, was the first missionary paper published in 
the Lower Provinces. This was merged with a monthly 
magazine called the Christian Instructor and was edited 
by the Rev. George Patterson, 1855 to 1860. The Record 
of the Church of Scotland was commenced in January, 
1854, and during the greater part of the time was pub
lished in the office of the Colorual Standard. 

Many Pictonians have been connected with the press 
elsewhere and one of the best known was George Munro, 
who was born at West River, 1825. At the age of twelve 
he entered the office of the Observer, Pictou, to learn the 
printing business. He only served two years when he 
became a student in the New Glasgow schools. He at
tended Pictou Academy for three years and for some years 
taught school in the county. His reputation as a teacher 
led to his being appointed head master of the Free Church 
Academy, Halifax, in 1850, where he continued untU 1856. 
In that year he removed to New York City where he soon 
became a successful publisher of popular books and periodi
cals. He was engaged in the publishing business for nearly 
forty years and became a millionaire. 

The Munro Publishing house was known everywhere in 
the United States and Canada. In 1867, he began the 
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pubUcation of the Seaside Library which contained the 
best fiction, essays and history. It provided good and 
cheap reading for the masses and it is impossible to calcu
late the great educational value of those publications, for 
they reached millions of readers. Mr. Munro was a dis
criminating editor and a man of excellent literary judg
ment. He was a warm supporter of higher education. 
He never ceased to be interested in his native land, espe
ciaUy in its educational institutions. The main recipient 
of his bounty, was Dalhousie College, in which he endowed 
successively five Professorial chairs besides providing for 
scholarships and exhibitions, giving in all to the amount 
of nearly half a million dollars. While a teacher in the Free' 
Church College, Halifax, hemanaged to complete the regular 
course in Theology although he never entered the ministry. 
Mr. Munro died April 24, 1896, in the seventy-eighth year 
of his age. His whole life was marked by industry and 
uprightness. Mrs. Munro was a sister of Rev. Dr. 
Forrest, Halifax. 

His brother Norman L. Munro was also a successful 
publisher of books and papers in New York City. Mr. 
Munro was born at Millbrook, Pictou Co., April 8, 1844. 
He went to New York in 1866, and engaged in publishing 
business under the name of the Munro Publishing Co. He 
died on February 24, 1894. 

W. E. Maclellan, Barrister, was for a number of years 
managing editor and chief editorial writer of the Winnipeg 
Free Press. From 1900 to 1905 he was Editor-in-chief, of 
the Morning Chronicle, Halifax, N. S. Mr. Maclellan was 
born at Durham, Pictou Co., 1855. He was educated at 
Pictou Academy and Dalhousie College, and received the 
degree of Bachelor of Laws from the University of Halifax. 
He was called to the Bar, 1880. For several years he was 
Inspector of schools for the District of Pictou and South 
Colchester. In 1909, he won a prize for the best essay on 
Immigration. He has written many short stories and 
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literary articles for leading American publications. He 
entered the Dominion Public Service, as Post Office In
spector for Nova Scotia, in 1905. MacleUan was a brU-
liant editorial writer, and is today a frequent and valued 
contributor to the magazines and public press. He mar
ried Margaret J. Mackenzie of Pictou and is a brother 
of Principal Maclellan of the Pictou Academy. 

The Rev. P. M. Macdonald, M. A., is on the editorial 
staff of the Westminster Company, Toronto and has 
written a number of stories, essays and poems for the 
magazines and the reUgious press. For several years he 
wrote for the "Presbjrterian," Toronto, under the name 
of "Donal Bhain." Mr. Macdonald is a native of Pictou. 
He graduated from Dalhousie University, 1894; and from 
the Presbyterian CoUege, HaUfax, 1896. He was Pastor 
of St. Paul's Church, Tmro, from 1896 to 1904; since 
then untU 1913 Pastor of Cowan Avenue Church, 
Toronto. He married Miss Christina Logan of Pictou. 

Frederic Yorston, B. A. (Dalhousie & Harvard) is the 
managing Editor of the Montreal Standard, a high-class 
weekly published in that city. Mr. Yorston was bom in 
Pictou town and after a thorough course of study at home 
and abroad, entered Canadian Journalism, taking a posi
tion on Montreal DaUy Star. When the Standard was 
started he took position of Managing Editor. He is 
now President of the Montreal PubUshing Company. 
Alvin F. Macdonald, editor of the Morning Chronicle, 
Halifax; Thomas M. Fraser of the Free Press, Saskatoon, 
Sask., and Albert E. Crockett, B. L. of the Post-Express, 
Rochester, N. Y., are HopeweU boys. The editor of the 
Wesleyan, the organ of the Methodist Church published in 
Tmro, N. S., is the Rev. D. W. Johnson, D. D., of River 
John. 

In the history of the press in Pictou there is much in 
this brief review of which Pictonians may weU be proud. 
No place outside of Halifax has so long maintained efficient 
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newspapers, or displayed so much journalistic talent in 
the discussion of the public questions of the day. The 
press of Pictou has generally been on the side of morality 
and religion. The general character of the community 
may have been the cause of this, but it is equaUy true, 
tha t the press has had very much to do with the moulding 
and the making of the character of the people. EspeciaUy 
is this true at the beginning of her history. The press of 
those early days fulfiUed its educative mission to an even 
greater extent than it does now, for it was then one of a 
few such agencies, while now it is merely one of many. 
The Patriot and its successors had much to do with the 
moulding of public opinion for popular rights and reform 
and for the final triumph of the Pictou Academy. 
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CHAPTER X 

PICTOU IN POLITICS 

THE first election in Pictou County was held in 1799. 
These were the days of irresponsible Government, 

when an autocratic Executive at Halifax governed the 
Province, as they saw fit, and generally without regard to 
the just claims of the outlying settlements. It was 
natural, therefore, that the Scotsmen of Pictou should be 
strong in protest against this form of government, and 
when the opportunity was formally offered them they 
expressed themselves as strongly opposed to it. 

At this time, the counties of Pictou, Colchester and 
Halifax were one for Electoral purposes, and were desig
nated "Halifax" County. Out of the four candidates 
allotted to the county of Halifax, Pictou returned two, 
W. Cottman Tonge, and Edward Mortimer in opposition 
to the ruling element at Halifax. Mr. Tonge is said to 
have been a man of great independence, and fearless in 
asserting the rights of the people. In 1806, Colchester 
and Pictou again overruled Halifax by electing Edward 
Mortimer and S. G. W. Archibald of Truro. Edward 
Mortimer was of Scottish descent. He settled in Pictou 
town where he became a prominent merchant and shipper. 
Because of his wealth and influence he was sometimes 
styled "the King of Pictou." For over twenty years he 
represented the people in the General Assembly of the 
Province. Political seed was apparently sown in a fruitful 
field, and the men of Pictou have ever since taken the deep
est and most intelligent interest in public affairs. Through 
worthy representatives they have made their influence 
strongly felt on the floors of successive Parliaments and 
Legislature. 

The outstanding question in Pictou's early politics, and 
the one which contributed to a greater degree than any 
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other in causing party strife, was the unfortunate con
troversy, lasting more than twenty years, over Pictou 
Academy's claims for Government aid, on lines similar to 
that accorded to King's College, Windsor, which was the 
special care of the CouncU of Twelve. Edward Mortimer, 
George Smith and Jotham Blanchard were successively 
the men who championed the cause of the Academy. In 
its earlier stages, the quarrel was ecclesiastical, as weU as 
political, and intense feelings were aroused. Jotham 
Blanchard was elected in 1830 to the Assembly at Halifax. 
This was the year of the "big election," concerning which 
many stories of strife, bloodshed, and even death are told. 
Hon. J. W. Carmichael describes the famous election of 
1830, when "Kirk" and "Antiburgher" were the war cries. 
Elections were not held then as now in one day. That 
one occupied three weeks, commencing in Halifax, ad
journing to Truro, and then to Pictou, a week in each, 
the excitement increasing as the contest proceeded. From 
Truro came accounts of bands of electors marching in 
from Stewiacke, Londonderry and Tatamagouche with 
pipes playing, flags flying, and forming in a body around 
Court House Square. 

The battle rolled on to Pictou and when Highlander met 
Lowlander then came the tug of war. A regular plan of 
campaign was marked out. On Monday, the Kirk men 
took possession of the town and drove the Antiburghers 
before them Uke leaves before the blast. The Antiburgher 
leaders took counsel with one another and orders were 
issued. Messengers sped over hUls and dales; and "Anti
burghers to the rescue," was the cry. From East and 
West and Middle River came in the detachments, and 
revived the drooping spirits of their party. The college 
was guarded. A body-guard was stationed in Blanchard's 
House. On Wednesday night a fierce and possibly fatal 
contest was prevented, solely by the interposition of Dr. 
McCuUoch, who placed himself between the contending 
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PICTOU IN POLITICS 

parties just as their columns were coming into conflict; 
and prevaUed on both to retire. And so passed away the 
w e e k - a week eventful in the history of Pictou, and of 
Nova Scotia. I t was decidedly the most exciting election 
ever held m the Province. The bitter feeUngs engendered 
m tha t strife have long passed away. There are now few 
very few, remaining who can even call them to recollection' 

Joseph Howe followed the polling to Pictou and reported 
the events there in the interest of his paper, the "Nova 
Scotian." Howe at tha t time was attached to the Party 
of Privilege and afterwards said that it was the impres
sions made upon him by Blanchard and the other Pictou 
reformers tha t turned his mind towards the popular side, 
as he expressed it, "those Pictou scribblers converted 
me ." 

Next came the agitation for Responsible Government, 
and Pictou was the centre of the movement. Jotham 
Blanchard was the first public man in the Province, by 
voice and pen to press for Responsible Government, as 
we have it today. This he did through the columns of 
the Colonial Patriot and before the Home Government in 
1831 when he went across to plead for justice to Pictou 
Academy. In 1836 the district of Pictou was estabUshed 
as a separate county. By that act, it received two repre
sentatives for the County and one for the township of 
Pictou. The first election under the new plan took place 
tha t year, when by a compromise between the parties, 
George Smith, a Liberal and an upholder of responsible 
government, and John Holmes, a Tory and openly opposed 
to the new order of things, were chosen. After a contest 
Henry Hat ton was elected to represent the township. 

In 1838 Thomas Dickson succeeded George Smith, the 
lat ter being elevated to the Legislative Council. From 
1840-1843 Holmes, Henry Blackadar, and Hatton were the 
representatives. The next four years. Holmes and George 
R. Young represented the County and Blackadar the 
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township. From 1847-1851 the members were Young, 
Andrew Robertson and Blackadar. George R. Young was 
a member without portfolio of the first real Reform Gov
ernment that came into power after the election of 1847. 
In 1851 the Liberals lost the County and for four years 
the representatives were Holmes, Robert Murray and 
Martin I. Wilkins. 

Mr. Holmes was one of the earliest settlers on the 
East River of Pictou. He came from Scotland when 
only eleven years of age. By his industry, intelligence and 
public spirit he won the confidence of the people and for 
many years represented them in Parliament. In 1858, he 
was appointed a member of the Legislative Council and 
in 1867 to the Senate of Canada. He died in 1876, aged 
87 years. 

In 1855 Captain George McKenzie and A. C McDonald 
were elected for the County and Wilkins again for the 
township. Mr. McDonald was the first son of the soil 
to win the confidence of the electors of Pictou. He repre
sented the County in the Nova Scotia Legislature, in the 
Liberal interest, for eight years, and was Speaker of the 
House of Assembly before Confederation. Captain Mc
Kenzie was one of the old school politicians and a leading 
man in the county. For eight years he represented it in 
the Liberal interest. Mr. Wilkins, though not a native of 
the county, was long identified with it. He went against 
his party at Confederation and was elected in 1867 on the 
Liberal ticket, becoming Attorney General in Mr. Annand's 
Government. In 1859 the County was divided into two 
districts. Eastern and Western. From 1859 to 1863 Cap
tain George McKenzie and James McDonald represented 
the Eastern district and A. C McDonald and R. P. 
Grant, Western. From 1863 to 1867, the Eastern district 
was represented by James McDonald and James Fraser, 
(Downie), and the Western district by Alexander McKay 
and Donald Fraser. 
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After confederation, in 1867, the Dominion Parliament 
was established and met at Ottawa, with one representative 
from Pictou County. An additional member in the Local 
House was at this time given to the county. Hiram 
Blanchard, a son of Pictou, who represented Inverness 
County from 1857 to 1867 was sworn in on July 4, 1867 
as the first Premier of Nova Scotia after Confederation, 
holding the portfolio of Attorney General. He was with
out mandate from the people and his stay in office was 
brief, for at the general election which took place four 
months later, September 17, 1867, he was utterly defeated, 
only two seats being carried for the Government, his own, 
and Henry G. Pineo for Cumberland County. Mr. 
Blanchard was unseated at the election in 1867 and re
mained in private life until the general election, 1871, 
when he was again returned by Inverness and became 
leader of the opposition in the Provincial House until his 
death in 1874. 

In 1867, Pictou elected to the Local House three 
Liberals—Dr. George Murray, R. S. Copeland and 
Martin I. Wilkins. In 1871, the pendulum swung back 
and Simon H. Holmes, Alexander McKay, and Hugh J. 
Cameron, were elected, and again in 1874. In 1878 Simon 
H. Holmes, Alexander McKay and Adam C BeU, were 
chosen by the people. In 1878 Simon H. Holmes became 
the fourth Premier of the Province, being leader of the 
Government for four years. During his administration, 
several laws and measures of great benefit to the Province, 
were passed. In May, 1882, Mr. Holmes retired from 
poUtics to accept the office of Prothonotary for the Supreme 
Court at Halifax, which office he still holds. 

Upon the retirement of Mr. Holmes, J. S. D. Thomson 
became Premier and Adam C BeU, Provincial Secretary. 
In an appeal made to the country, three months later, the 
Government was defeated, although Mr. Bell, with Robert 
Hockin and Dr. C H. Munro were elected for Pictou. In 

207 



PICTONIANS AT HOME AND ABROAD 

1886, BeU and Munro were again elected with Jeffrey 
McCoU, New Glasgow, the first Liberal elected in Pictou 
for nineteen years. Mr. BeU resigned in 1887, and ran for 
a seat in the Federal House, but was defeated. His place 
in the Legislature was taken by William Cameron, who 
was elected by acclamation, and again returned by popular 
vote in 1890 and 1894. Prom 1890 to 1894, Alexander 
Grant and James D. McGregor, with William Cameron, 
represented the county. 

James D. McGregor, New Glasgow, entered public 
life in 1890, and served for four years in the House of 
Assembly. He was returned again in 1897. In 1900 he 
was an unsuccessful candidate for the Commons. In 
1903 he was called to the Senate, and in 1910 succeeded 
another Pictonian, the Hon. D. C Fraser, in the office of 
Lieutenant Governor of the Province. Mr. McGregor is 
a grandson of the Rev. Dr. McGregor, and senior partner in 
the firm of R. McGregor & Sons. He has long been promi
nent in Church and State. His elevation to the Governor's 
Chair was a weU-deserved honor to a worthy citizen. 

Matthew H. Fitzpatrick represented the County in the 
House of Assembly from 1897-1901. In 1901 George G. 
Patterson was elected along with E. M. Macdonald and 
C E. Tanner, and became a member of the Murray Gov
ernment, but faUed of election, in 1906. Robert M. Mac
Gregor, son of t h e Hon. James D. McGregor, was nomin
ated in 1904 to succeed E. M. Macdonald in the Legisla
ture. He was opposed by A. C BeU, whom he defeated. 
He was elected again in 1906 with Charles E. Tanner. 
John M. BailUe represented cotmty at HaUfax from 1906-
to 1911. In 1909, R. H. MacKay was elected when Mr. 
Tanner sought to regain his seat. In the election of 1911, 
Charles E. Tanner, Robert M. MacGregor and R. H. 
MacKay were chosen and are the present representatives. 
Mr. MacGregor is a member of the Murray Government, 
and Mr. Tanner Leader of the Opposition. 
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Reverting to the Confederation period, the County 
chose as its first representatives to Ottawa, James W. 
Carmichael, a Liberal, and a man of much abUity, who 
served from 1867 to 1872, and again from 1874 to 1878. 
Redistribution in 1872 gave Pictou the right to send two 
members to Ottawa, and James McDonald and Robert 
DouU, were elected on the Conservative ticket. In 1898 
Mr. Carmichael was caUed to the Senate, but resigned in 
1903 and died on May 1, 1903 in his eighty-fourth year. 

Mr. Carmichael was the son of James Carmichael and 
Christian McKenzie, his wife, both natives of Canada, of 
Scotch descent. He was bom at New Glasgow, Dec. 16, 
1819. Educated at Pictou Academy, married 1851, to 
Maria, daughter of Duncan McColl, of Guysboro, N. S., 
(she died Dec. 1874). Mr. Carmichael was long one of 
the best and most prominent citizens of Pictou County. 
He was widely and honorably known throughout Canada, 
as a business man and as a public man. From 1874-
1878, John A. Dawson, represented the county in the 
Dominion Parliament with Mr. Carmichael. 

In 1878, with the return of Sir John A. Macdonald to 
power, James McDonald and Robert DouU, were once 
more successful. For many years, Mr. McDonald was in 
the political arena, As a young man, he showed great 
aptitude for political life and leadership. He afterwards 
became one of the most prominent politicians in Canada. 
Elected by his native county to the Local and Dominion 
Parliaments, he soon took a leading place as a pubUc 
speaker and debater. That James McDonald's honor 
and abUity was recognized by his contemporaries is evi
denced by the numerous responsible positions which he 
held. He was Financial Secretary for Nova Scotia, RaU
way Commissioner in Nova Scotia, Imperial Commissioner 
in a crown difficulty in Jamaica and member of several 
national trade commissions. 

In 1878 he became Minister of Justice in the Sir John A. 
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Macdonald's Government, and three years afterwards 
was appointed Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Nova 
Scotia. His place in ParUament was taken by John Mc-
Dougald, C.M.G., who was re-elected in 1882, 1886, 1890 
and 1896, retiring in that year to accept the position of 
Commissioner of Customs for Canada, which he stUl holds. 
Robert DouU was the coUeague of Hon. James McDonald 
from 1872 to 1874 and again from 1878 to 1882. In 
1882, Charles H. Tupper, now Sir Charles H. Tupper 
of Victoria, B. C , came in and continued to represent the 
County until 1904. 

Edward M. Macdonald, first appealed to the Electors 
in 1894 at the Provincial election but was unsuccessful. 
In 1896 he was a candidate for the Dominion Par
liament with the same result. In 1897 he won the elec
tion to the House of Assembly, and again in 1900. He 
resigned to stand for the Dominion House but was 
again defeated by Adam C BeU. He was, however, re
turned to the Legislature unopposed. In 1894, Charles 
E. Tanner was elected to the Legislature with Wm. 
Cameron and Alex. Grant. In 1897 he was defeated, but 
elected in 1901 and 1906. He resigned in 1908 to run for 
the Federal Seat against E. M. McDonald and was de
feated. He sought re-election to the Assembly, but was 
defeated by R. H. McKay. He was re-elected in 1911. 
In the general election of 1896, Adam C Bell was nomin
ated in place of John McDougald and secured election 
as he did again in 1900. In 1904 Edward M. Macdonald 
was elected to a seat' in the Dominion which he has since 
held, being re-elected in 1908 and 1911, having now repre
sented the County continuously in Legislature and Parlia
ment for eighteen years. 

The first Pictonian in the Legislative Council, was the 
Hon. James Fraser, Drummond, of New Glasgow, who was 
was appointed in 1867. Mr. Fraser was a man of much 
force and character and was a leader in Church and State. 
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He died in 1884, at the advanced age of 82. The next was 
the Hon. John D. McLeod in 1887. He served as Liberal 
Leader in the Council. Another Pictonian, a native of 
Durham, Hon. W. D. R. Cameron of Sherbrooke, became 
a member of the CouncU in 1892. In 1864 he settled in 
Sherbrooke and held office of Registrar of Deeds, from 
1869-1902. He died at Halifax April 7,1914, aged 77 years. 

The County of Pictou was represented in the Senate by 
the Hon. John Holmes, 1867 to 1876. The Hon. R. P. 
Grant, a native of Scotland, was appointed in 1887. The 
first Pictonian called to the Senate was, Thomas McKay, 
of Truro in 1881. Mr. McKay was born at Hopewell, 
Pictou Co., and was long engaged in mercantile pursuits 
in Truro, N. S. For seven years he represented the 
County of Colchester before he was called to the Senate. 
The next was Clarence Primrose of Pictou, followed by 
James W. Carmichael of New Glasgow, 1898; James D. 
McGregor in 1903 and Adam C BeU, 1911, both of New 
Glasgow. Thomas Fraser, Rogers Hill, represented Cali
fornia in the Senate for several years. Mr. Primrose, was 
the son of late James Primrose, a native of Scotland. 
He was born at Pictou, Oct. 5, 1830. Educated at 
Pictou Academy and the Univ., of Edinburgh. Became 
the head of the firm Primrose Bros., Commission Mer
chants, Lumber and Shipping Agents. 

Adam Carr Bell was born in Pictou on November 11, 
1847, and was the son of Basil Bell and Mary Carr. The 
progenitors of the Bells were natives of Scotland, and the 
Carrs were from England. Basil Bell was a distinguished 
man of letters and taught in the Pictou Academy when 
Senator Bell was born, while on his mother's side, Adam 
Carr was the first man to mine coal for commercial 
purposes at the Albion Mines. 

Mr. Bell received his education in the New Glasgow 
Schools, at Mount AUison University and at the Glasgow 
University, Scotland. Always a studious man of affairs 
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and a strong, logical, graceful speaker with a fine presence 
and commanding appearance he was elected by the Con
servative party for the local house in 1878. In 1886 he 
was elected for Pictou County at the head of the poll of 
six candidates, but in 1887 resigned his seat to contest the 
County as an independent Conservative for the House of 
Commons, but was defeated For the next lune years he 
remained out of active politics, but was always interested 
in the public welfare, and was seen on the platform on 
several historic occasions. He was the first Mayor of 
New Glasgow in 1876 In 1911 he was called to the Senate 
by the Borden Government. His death following soon 
after his appointment was universally regretted. 

Pictou has not only had men to represent her worthily on 
the floors of Parliament, but has sent out many of her sons 
to win political honors in other fields. Among the latter 
may be mentioned Robert Marshall of St. John, New 
Brunswick. In 1874 he was a candidate for the City of 
St. John, N. B., in the Provincial elections, but was de
feated. In 1876 he was returned for the Constituency 
and was elected for a second term. He was a member of 
the Government for some years until his retirement from 
politics, in 1882. He was born in Pictou County, April 
27, 1832. His grandfather, was Robert,—commonly 
called, "Deacon Marshall," who came from Dumfries, 
Scotland, to Pictou, in 1775, with the South of Scotland 
people, and settled at the Middle River, where he built the 
first barn in the county, and where the Presbytery of 
Pictou held its first meeting. 

E. M. Macdonald, senior, son of the late George Mac
donald, of West River, and a younger brother of the late 
A. C McDonald, was elected the first Dominion member, 
in 1867, for the County of Lunenburg. He was born at 
West River, in 1825, and was one of Joseph Howe's chief 
lieutenants. He was made Collector of Customs for 
Halifax, in 1870 and died in 1874. He was a brilliant 
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writer and speaker. Dr. Alexander Cameron of Glengarry 
was for many years a representative for the County of 
Huntington, in the Local Legislature for Quebec. 

Hon. Angus McGillivray, a native of Bailey's Brook, 
was first returned to Local Legislature for Antigonish in 
1878, as a Liberal; and continued a member thereof, with 
but little interruption until his elevation to the Bench in 
1902. He was Speaker of the Nova Scotia Assembly from 
1883 to 1886, and a member of the Fielding and Murray 
Governments. 

William A. Patterson of town of Pictou, represented the 
county of Colchester in the Local House from 1874 to 
1886, and again in the Dominion House from 1891 to 1896. 
Guysboro County had a worthy representative in Hali
fax in James A. Fraser of McLeUan's Brook from 1882 to 
1890. He is now Editor of the Eastern Chronicle and 
Mayor of New Glasgow. D. C Eraser, afterwards Hon. 
D. C Fraser, represented the county of Guysboro for 
many years. From 1888 to 1891, he was leader of the 
Government in the Council, when he was elected to the 
Dominion Parliament from Guysboro. He continued to 
represent the County until 1904 when he became Judge 
of the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia and in 1906 was ap
pointed Lieutenant Governor for the Province, which 
office he held until his death in 1910. He was one of the 
best known and most popular men in the public life of 
Canada. 

In Ontario, Dr. Peter Macdonald, a native of Toney 
River, represented Center Huron from 1896 to 1904 in 
the Federal Parliament and was Deputy Speaker in the 
House of Commons from 1900 to 1904. A. E. Fraser of 
McLeUan's Brook, represented the County of Cumberland 
in the House of Assembly from 1894 to 1902. The same 
county was also represented from 1901 to 1906 by Daniel 
McLeod, who was born near Hopewell. 

In 1906 the people of King's County chose a man of 
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Pictou, Chas. A. Campbell, for their spokesman at Halifax. 
In 1911 the County of Cape Breton selected another, 
John C Douglas, a Stellarton boy, to send to the Halifax 
Assembly, after having had as their Dominion Representa
tive from 1908 to 1911, James W. Maddin of WestviUe. 

In British Columbia, Pictou men have also come to the 
front. The records of that Province show that Robert 
Grant of Pictou was elected for Comox County in 1903 
and 1907; Neil F. MacKay, a son of the late Alexander 
MacKay, M.P.P., of Pictou, represents Kaslo; and another, 
Wm. R. McLean, son of the late D. K. McLean of Pictou, 
represents Nelson. H. M. Tweedie, was born at Stellarton, 
son of the Rev. Mr. Tweedie, pastor of the Methodist 
Church. He represents Calgary Center in the Legislative 
Assembly of Alberta. 

In Newfoundland, the memory of Hon. A. M. MacKay, 
a son of Pictou, who achieved distinction in telegraph work 
is still revered. His political career in Newfoundland, 
was in many respects unique. For nineteen years he was 
a member of the House of Assembly, and enjoyed the dis
tinction of never having been defeated. For many years 
he was a leading member of the Legislative CouncU. 

A Pictou man who has won distinction in distant Aus
tralia, is Hon. Simon Fraser, son of William Fraser, of 
Lome, where he was born in 1834. He went to Australia as 
a young man and engaged in bridge and road construction. 
He became active in public affairs and was elected to the 
Assembly in 1874, representing the County of Rodney, 
Victoria, for nine years. In 1886 he became a member of 
the Council and 1901 he was elected to the Senate. Hon. 
Senator Eraser, has taken a 4eep interest in all the pubUc 
and religious interests of the Colony. He resides at Mel
bourne, Victoria. Another Mr. Fraser, from Lome, was 
Commissioner of Public Works in San Francisco, Cal., for 
some time. He was a brother of late John Fraser, post
master, Stellarton. 
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Pictou has every reason to be proud of the part her sons 
have played in the political life of the country. Summing 
up the list we find that she has given to the service of the 
State—two governors of Nova Scotia, a Minister of Justice 
for Canada, seven Senators, a Chief Justice of the Prov
ince, a Supreme Court Judge, Three County Court Judges, 
two Premiers of the Province, and four Legislative 
Councillors. The County has had a representative in 
every Provincial Ministry since 1875. 
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CHAPTER X I 

PICTOU IN T H E BUSINESS WORLD 

TH E influence of Pictou County in the development 
of the industrial and commercial life of Canada has 

been highly important. Her enterprising sons have held 
positions of responsibUity throughout the length and 
breadth of the land; and her mariners have trod the 
quarter deck on every sea. Only a few facts and names 
however can be presented in this chapter. 

Pictou County is fifty mUes long and about twenty 
miles wide, and contains 719,000 acres. It has one of the 
finest harbors on the northern shore of the Province with 
three fine streams,—East, West and Middle rivers, flowing 
into it. Along the shore the land is low and level, but in 
the interior it is hilly and undulating with fine natural 
scenery. From Eraser's Mountain, Green Hill and Mt. 
Thom are to be seen ever-varying and most beautiful 
views of hill and dale, sea and land, field and forest. 

When the first settlers arrived in Pictou the whole of 
the county was covered with timber of the finest quality. 
White pine was particularly plentiful and common, but 
oak, fir, maple and all kinds of wood were found of large 
size and in great abundance, and afforded a valuable source 
of income to the inhabitants; and the lumbering industry 
was then, as it has been of later years, extensive and 
prosperous. In 1774 the first cargo of square timber was 
shipped to Britain. In 1803, some 50 vessels were loaded 
in Pictou Town. The cutting, hewing, hauling, rafting and 
shipping of ton timber, became for some years the chief 
business of many of the people of Pictou. As the timber 
was cut and removed men turned their attention more and 
more to farming. 
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Pictou County has always been considered one of the 
best agricultural counties in the Province. With the 
exception of a few tracts of land here and there, the whole 
county is fit for cultivation. The first Agricultural 
Society in the Province was formed at West River, Jan. 
1, 1817, with the Rev. Duncan Ross as President, Daniel 
Fraser, Treasurer, and John Bonnyman Secretary. They 
imported seed grain, agricultural implements and Ayrshire 
cattle. In 1818 they held a ploughing match on Mr. 
Mortimer's farm, near Pictou. Prizes were offered for 
the best acre of wheat, and for the man who could stump 
and plough the greatest quantity of new land. A similar 
society was organized on the East River in 1820. 

Coal was first discovered in Pictou County in 1798. 
Word was sent to England that there was coal in abundance 
in Pictou; that it was found on the margin of the East 
River; that it was accessible to ships of light tonnage, and 
that the coal was of the best bituminous quality. A 
wealthy firm purchased the ground. This was the begin
ning of Pictou's coal industry. In 1827 the General 
Mining Association purchased the property, immediately 
commenced active development, and, before the end of the 
year, were producing coal on an extensive scale, using a 
steam engine for hoisting. Stellarton is the largest coal 
producing center in the County, and is a thriving 
business town. 

The Acadia Coal Company of Stellarton is the direct 
successor of one of the oldest mining corporations of the 
County. That it survives untU today, and possesses as 
it does one of the most modern and the most complete 
coal-handling equipments in the country, speaks volumes 
for the great value of the coal fields of Pictou. It is said 
that the thickest coal seam in the world is found here—38 
feet in depth. This company owns the Acadia Coal Mine 
at Westville and the Vale Mine at Thorbum. 

Fifty years ago a wilderness of scrubby birch and 
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hemlock covered the site on which the town of Westville 
now stands, with a population of over 5000. In the year 
1854 prospectors began searching for coal, and discovered 
the outcrop of a seam on the north side of the town where 
the land slopes toward the Middle River. The Black 
Diamond Company was the first to commence operations, 
and was soon followed by the Acadia, and in 1868 by the 
Drummond. A railway was completed to Granton and 
later to Abercrombie, where there are wharves and all 
conveniences necessary for shipping coal. The works of 
the Vale Colliery at Thorburn were started in 1872. 
Thorburn is prettily situated and has a population of over 
1200. A railroad six miles long leading from the colliery 
to New Glasgow is in operation. The total coal pro
duction in Pictou County for 1913 was 700,000 tons. 

In looking at the thousands of miles of railways in 
Canada it may be interesting to note that the first steam 
engine erected in Nova Scotia was at the Albion Mines, 
Dec. 7, 1827, and that the first railway built in Canada, 
and one of the earliest on the continent, was by the 
General Mining Association from its works at Albion 
Mines, six mUes, to the old Loading Ground near Aber
crombie. I t was begun in 1836 and opened in 1839. 
The rolling stock came out from England, in a sailing 
vessel. In this vessel there were the several parts of 
three engines, the names of which were the Samson, the 
Hercules and the Hybernia. The Samson was named for 
Scotland; the Hercules for England; and the Hybernia 
for Ireland. The Samson was the first one set up and the 
one that made the first trip. 

In 1830 the first steamboat was seen in the Harbor of 
Pictou. The "Richard Smith" was put in operation by 
the same company. She was commanded by Capt. IMc-
Kenzie. The first steamer to cross the Atlantic whoUy 
by her own steam power was coaled in and sailed from 
Pictou Harbor in 1833. 
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The first at tempt to smelt iron in Pictou County was 
made by the General Mining Association in 1828, the year 
after the Company had commenced operations in this 
field. Just previously, iron ore had been discovered near 
McLennan's Brook, a short distance from the company's 
colliery. The ore was sent to England for analysis and, 
a favorable report having been made by the company's 
chemists, a deeper interest was aroused in the latent 
possibilities of the country. In 1829 an attempt was made 
to manufacture pig iron. For this purpose a blast furnace 
was erected at Albion Mines, the first in Canada. Iron 
was smelted to the extent of about 50 tons. The ruins of 
this furnace were standing until 1855. 

In 1872 the Hope Iron Works, afterwards the Nova 
Scotia Forge Company commenced operations in New 
Glasgow with a capital of $4000 with a view to manu
facturing railway and marine forgings. Six years later, 
the works were removed to a larger site, upon the banks of 
the East River, in the present town of Trenton. As the 
enterprise prospered, the principal shareholders of the 
company decided to engage in the manufacture of steel, 
at the same time organizing for this purpose a new com
pany called the Nova Scotia Steel Company with a capital 
of $160,000. The first steel ingots were made here in 
July, 1883, being the first produced in Canada on a 
commercial basis. 

One of the chief difficulties encountered by the Company 
was that of obtaining suitable ore. In 1894, the well 
known Wabana iron ore deposits of Bell Island, Nfd., was 
acquired. This deposit now forms the chief source of ore 
supply for the furnaces of the Province. In 1900, after 
purchasing the coal and other properties of the General 
Mining Association in Cape Breton, the Nova Scotia Steel 
Company was reorganized, and assumed the present 
name of the Nova Scotia Steel and Coal Company. New 
Glasgow is the seat of the manufacturing departments, 
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finishing mills, forges and machine shops. The company's 
axle-shops are worid famous. I t is claimed that this 
branch of the New Glasgow plant has produced a greater 
number of axles per day than any other works in the Em
pire. There are said to be none of the same capacity on 
the continent of Europe. Fish-plates, tie-plates, track-
spikes, nuts and bolts of the various standard sizes are 
produced. 

Another important new enterprise is the Eastern Car 
Company for the manufacture of railway cars. I t was 
formed in 1912, and is virtuaUy a creation of the Steel 
Company. A splendid site has been secured for it on the 
east bank of the East River, adjoining the Nova Scotia 
Steel Company. The shops and plant when complete 
wiU be capable of an output of 30 cars per day, and about 
9000 cars per working year. 

In a survey of the vast consoUdated interests of the 
Nova Scotia Steel Company and the Eastern Car Com
pany, it is difficult to reaUze that if, 30 years ago, one had 
visited the upper corner of the Graham Shipyard, in the 
town of New Glasgow, one would have found there the 
parent of it all—a small forge, whose main product was 
the iron-knees which were used for the wooden ships then 
being built there. Let it be noted that this company owes 
its existence largely to two sons of the soil, Graham Fraser, 
and G. Forrest McKay of New Glasgow. They now, 
naturally, possess a fair share of this world's goods, but 
their greatest reward for perseverance and toil in compara
tive obscurity in early days, must be the gratification of 
seeing, in less than four decades, their little forge shop 
expand into what is one of the largest steel industries in 
Canada. These men, along with Thomas Cantley, the 
present capable General Manager, have done a great work 
for Pictou County and for all Canada. 

The Town of Pictou was long the second in importance 
in the Province, and it still enjoys a peculiar character 
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and charm of its own. I t has good reason to be proud of 
its history and institutions, its men and its ships. The 
corner stone of the first house in Pictou was not laid until 
1789, but once it started, the growth of the village into 
a town, was rapid. The first leading business man in the 
town was Edw. Mortimer, an Englishman who came to 
this country while yet a young man, without means, went 
into the timber and fish business, first representing a 
Halifax firm in Pictou and then for himself. He first 
located himself a little above Mortimer's Point, near Squire 
Patterson whose daughter he married. Here he put up 
a small building, intended both for a house and a store. 
Afterwards he removed to the Point near the Stone House, 
where he had his home and where he built two large 
wharves out to deep water. Here he amassed a small 
fortune. He died suddenly, in 1819, at the age of 52, and 
his estate dwindled to practically nothing. He built 
Norway House, one of the historic and interesting places 
in the town. 

Beckels Wilson in "Nova Scotia" speaks of Norway 
House as the best house in Pictou, perhaps the best built 
private one in Nova Scotia, with its walls a foot and a half 
thick, fine fat timbers, plenty of honest freestone, and a 
great dry cellar and as sturdy today as the day he built it. 

Other business men of the early days of Pictou were 
John Dawson, Thomas Davidson, George Smith, 
William Mortimer, John Patterson, Abram Patterson, 
Henry Hatton and James Dawson who was the first book
seller in the Province outside of Halifax. William 
Matheson, Rogers Hill, began on a small scale and after
wards moved to West River, where he did a large country 
trade. Robert McKay began business in River John soon 
after Ed. Mortimer's death, with whom he had been a clerk. 

River John was at one time a prominent center for ship-
buUding and businessenterprise. The leading men were the 
McKenzies, the McLennans, the Henrys, and the Kitchins. 
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Business being now well established, a number of mer
chants combined to build a vessel to be a regular trader 
between Pictou and the Old Country. She was caUed the 
Enterprise and was built by Thos. Lowden, and launched 
in 1820. Captain Lowden may be considered the father 
of the ship building art in Pictou. He was a native of the 
South of Scotland and settled in Pictou town about 1788. 
In 1798 he launched the ship Harriet, which was, at tha t 
time, considered the largest and finest ship built in the 
Province. In 1825 came the terrible financial crisis in the 
mother country which for a time killed the shipping and 
timber business in Pictou. The day on which the intelli
gence came was long known as "Black Monday." 

Of what may be called the second generation of Pictou's 
business men, the late James Primrose, was one of the 
most prominent. He was the father of the late Hon. 
Clarence Primrose, Senator, and of the late Howard Prim
rose, almost equally prominent in their generation. James 
Primrose, senior, was a son of the Scottish manse, and 
came to Nova Scotia in his youth without any pecuniary 
endowment. By means of untiring industry and scrupu
lous uprightness, characteristics which he has transmitted 
to all his descendants, he made his way rapidly to the 
front in business and finance. He constructed at the 
east end of the Town, the handsome dwelling familiarly 
known as "The Cottage," now occupied by his grandson 
James and his two sisters. Miss Primrose and Miss 
Rachael. 

Associated for a time in business \\ith Air. Primrose was 
the late A. P. Ross, barrister, who early withdrew from 
the Bar to devote himself to commercial and industrial 
enterprises. 

More or less contemporary with these were such other 
successful business men as the late James Purves, WiUiam 
Gordon, WiUiam H. Da\-ies, Roderick ]\IcKenzie, John 
Crearer, J. D. B. Fraser, John Yorston, James Kitchin, 
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David McCulloch, John T. Ives, William Ives, James Ives, 
James Hislop, A. J. Patterson, Robert DouU, Daniel 
Hockin, Richard Tanner, James P. McLennan, David 
FuUerton, all of whom made their mark in business, and 
most of whom have left descendants prominent in the 
social and public life of the Province. 

The history of New Glasgow dates back to about the 
year 1809. At that time there were not more than a 
dozen houses in the place. Today, it is a large industrial 
and business centre with a population of over 7000. The 
men who founded New Glasgow were James Carmichael, 
John McKay, Hon. James Eraser, James McGregor, 
Roderick McGregor, Alexander Fraser, John McKenzie, 
George McKenzie, Thomas Graham and John Cameron. 
New Glasgow was fortunate in its founders, for they were 
men possessing fine business ability and great force of 
character. They were not only interested in the com
mercial growth and progress of the town but in its moral 
and religious life. Most of the men were officers in the 
church; some of them took a deep interest in state 
matters; many were zealous advocates of temperance, and 
all of them staunch upholders of law and justice. The 
credit of selecting New Glasgow as a business centre for 
East Pictou belongs to James Carmichael who opened a 
store there about the year 1810. 

In the early days of New Glasgow shipbuilding was the 
chief and only industry in the place. From 1840 to 1870 
saw its palmiest days. Vessels of all sizes were built, 
numbers of which made successful voyages to all parts of 
the world, commanded by captains born and trained in 
the county. Prominent and foremost among the ship
builders of New Glasgow was George McKenzie, who not 
only buUt the largest vessels of the day, but commanded 
several of them. He made New Glasgow noted as one 
of the shipbuilding centers of Nova Scotia, and probably 
did more than anyone else to make the town. 
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The opening of the Albion Mines RaUway in 1839 gave 
a great impetus to the business life of New Glasgow. Con
sequently a large number of merchants started business 
there from that time to 1850, among whom were Alexander 
Douglas, John F. McDonald, James Fraser, Downie, 
William Fraser, Basil Bell, Thomas R. Fraser, Angus 
Chisholm, Thomas Fraser, George W. Underwood and 
John Cameron. Associated with these as prominent 
citizens were William Lippincott, Robert McGregor, John 
Miller, WiUiam Chisholm, David Marshall, Kenneth 
Forbes, and George McKay who exerted a large influence 
in the development of the town at a later period. 

Among the early business men of Stellarton were James 
Mitchell, James Wentworth, Donald Gray, Alexander 
Grant and James Keith. In Merigomish, R. S. Copeland 
was for many years a leading shipbuilder. Later on David 
Patterson built ships in Merigomish Harbor. John Logan, 
tanner, the founder of the present community of Lyon's 
Brook, was a prominent business man in his day. 

Many natives of the county have made a place for 
themselves outside of Pictou in the business and industrial 
world. Beginning with Newfoundland, the late Hon. A. 
M. Mackay was Manager of the Anglo-American Tele
graph Company. He was born near Pictou in 1834 and 
died in 1905. From early life he was distinguished for 
his wonderful memory and had a positive genius for figures 
and mathematics. He began life first as a teacher, next 
as a telegrapher and was one of the first to read a message 
by sound. For nearly half a century he retained his 
position, putting the company on a successful basis and 
serving it with great fidelity. Like Cyrus Field he had a 
firm belief in the ultimate success of the laying of the 
Atlantic Cable, and he had a large share in bringing it to 
a successful completion. Judge Prowse of Newfoundland 
says no man can rob Mackay's memory of this undying 
honor. 
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Perhaps the oldest representatives Pictou has in Mon
treal and those who have made the greatest material suc
cess are: Mr. David H. Fraser and his brother, Wm. H. 
Fraser The Fraser brothers are sons of Hugh J. Fraser, 
whose home was on the West River near Durham. They 
are now voted among Montreal's millionaires. 

Another successful business man is Archibald Ross of 
the firm of Ross & Greig, second son of the late David 
Ross of Saltsprings. Mr. Ross is a Mechanical Engineer 
and the firm acts as manufacturers' agents. 

Mr. A. P. Willis, another Pictonian has made for himself 
a reputation and at the same time a fortune by putting 
musical instruments into thousands of Canadian homes. 
Mr. Willis was born near MiUsville in 1845. In 1873 he 
migrated to Montreal where he engaged in the sewing 
machine business, and seUing of pianos and organs. After 
25 years of selling, Mr. Willis decided to manufacture; 
and the company's factory at Montreal turns out about 
4000 pianos every year. 

Mr. Alpine McLean, born near New Glasgow, was for 
many years a prominent business man in Boston engaged 
in the wholesale flour and feed business. He was a leader 
in the moral and religious work of the city. He died 
in 1913. 

Hugh R. McGregor was born at Brookville, Pictou 
County 1859. When he was 12 years of age he moved to 
Providence, R. I. In 1877 he went to Brown and Sharpe 
to learn the machinist trade. In the third year of his ap
prenticeship he was appointed Assistant foreman of the 
buUding of Milling Machines, and in 1898 to the position 
of Mechanical Superintendent. The Brown & Sharpe 
Company employ over 5000 men and at the present time 
are manufacturing 39 different Milling machines. The 
names of many other Pictonians of influence and business 
enterprise might be added if the writer knew of their 
location and buriness. 
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The county has made an enviable record in the past; 
It is still to do great things in the future. Pictou of 
today and Pictou of yesterday! What a contrast: The 
change seems almost miraculous, from the forest primeval 
to the present verdancy of its hiUs and valleys,.with-their 
well-tilled fields. Upon every hand, now, are comfortable 
homes, pretty viUages, towns laid out with care, hand
some churches, modern school houses, fine academic build
ings, intersecting raUways, vast coal and iron industries, 
and a population of thirty-six thousand enterprising, 
progressive and intelligent people. 

Now my task is done. It has been an arduous duty, 
yet a pleasant one. It has been an honor and a privilege 
to pay a tribute to these noble men and women who did 
so much for God and native land. 

These resolute men and women, who in strict moraUty 
and with high ideals laid the foundations of the social 
fabric enjoyed by us today, were spiritual seers and 
heroes. They won for us our fame, our freedom and 
our fortune. Too many of us have never fully acquainted 
ourselves with their heroism and their achievements. 

If every Pictonian were as well acquainted with the 
history of his native county as he should be, and as 
proud of it as he might well be, he would have a higher 
appreciation of the splendid moral and material heritage 
his forefathers left him, and would in common loyalty 
seek to honor their memory and emulate their virtues. 
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