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the American man-of-war San facinto, commanded by Captain 
Wilkes, stopped the Trent on the open seas, boarded her, and 
arrested the two Southern commissioners. Over this grave breach 
of the Law of Nations the North was much elated, and Captain 
Wilkes became a popular hero. But Great Britain was indignant. 
She demanded that the distinguished captives should be instantly 
given up. She threatened war if there was any delay. She began 
pouring troops into Halifax. But meanwhile the American gov
ernment came to its senses; and Mason and Slidell were quietly 
given up. This was due to Lincoln's firm wisdom. The troops, 
landing in Canada, found dances and fair dames instead of batties 
awaiting them. The' danger was passed; but it had opened the 
eyes of men to the need of putting Canada in a position of 
defence. The British government made large expenditures on 
provincial fortifications, and mihtia bills of importance were pressed 
through certain of the Provincial Parliaments. At the same time 
the death of Prince Albert and the mourning of the Queen created 
a wave of sympathetic loyalty (1861). But in the two Canadas, 
though the people were full of patriotic zeal, the even balance 
and eager strife of parties prevented the passing of the mffitia 
bills. Reform governments and Conservative governments suc
ceeded each other on most trivial grounds of difference. Party 
passions seemed to rale the hour. Stable government was a 
thing forgotten. And England was righteously displeased at the 
defeat of the Mihtia BiU. 

At this crisis the great Reformer, George Brown, came to the 
rescue. He proposed a coalition between the parties, and the 
formation of a new ministry. The offer was accepted, coalition in 
and the noise of political wranghng sank to peace t̂ ie canadas. 
(1864). The administration^ set itself to prepare a scheme of 
Federation which should provide for the admission of the other 

1 In this illustrious ministry we find the names of John A. Macdonald, George 
fi. Cartier, George Brown, Oliver Mowat, Sir fitienne Tach6, A. T. Gait, D'Arcy 
McGee, William McDougall, Hector Langevin, J. L. Chapais, James Coclcburn, 
and Alexander Campbell. 
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provinces whenever it'should suit them to come in. A Confedera
tion of the whole was in thefr hearts, and they were debating as 
to whether the time was ripe for approaching the Maritime Prov
inces with the scheme, when an event which took place in Prince 
Edward Island decided them. A Federal union, not of the two 
Canadas alone but of all the provinces of British North America, 
became the immediate object of their efforts. 

92. The Charlottetown Conference, Quebec Conference, and 
Quebec Resolutions.—The event so fraught with destiny to 

Canada was the Charlottetown Conference, which met 
of Maritime on the first day of September, 1864. This Confer-
Union. . , •' , , r .• 

ence, curiously enough, was the outcome 01 action 
taken three years before by Howe, who was presently to contra
dict himself by becoming the great opponent of Confederation. 
As far back as 1854, he had outdone the Conservative leader, 
Johnstone, in eloquent support of the union project. In 1861, as 
leader of the Nova Scotia government, he had brought in and 
carried unanimously a resolution favouring Confederation. This 
idea changed soon to what seemed the nearer and more practical 
one of a legislative union between Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, 
and Prince Edward Island. The scheme of welding these three 
into one wide and inffuential province proved attractive to the 
people, and for a time " Maritime Union," as it was called, 
echpsed the more magnificent but remoter scheme of Confedera
tion. 

Delegates from the three provinces were appointed to meet at 
Charlottetown and discuss Maritime Union. Each province sent 

five delegates. Nova Scotia's delegation was chiefly 
lottetown Conservative, a Conservative government then being 
Conference. ° 

in power, and it was led by Howe's indomitable rival. 
Doctor Tupper; but one of its members was a distinguished 
Reformer, Adams G. Archibald. New Brunswick's was a Reform 
delegation, its chief being the Hon. S. L. Tiffey, leader of the 
New Brunswick government. The delegation from Prince Edward 
Island consisted of the leading members of the provincial govern-
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ment, which had carried important reforms in the island province. 
It was led by the premier. Colonel Gray. Thus it wiU be seen 
that this conference was not an affair of party, but of patriotism. 
Where the island capital sits secure at the head of her sunny and 
windless haven, the delegates met. The vride streets, prosperous 
dwelhngs, and green luxurious gardens of Charlottetown, per
petual reminder of her old name. Port La Joie, formed a fitting 
environment for the counsels of unity and peace which were 
destined there to prevail. The delegates met, as we have seen, 
to discuss Maritime Union. But meanwhUe the coahtion gov
ernment of the two Canadas, standing on the high platform of 
Confederation, had heard of the conference, and asked leave to 
be present at it. Assured of a welcome, six of the chief minis
ters of Canada set out in the government steamer Victoria for 
Charlottetown. These pioneers of destiny were of diverse party, 
creed, and race. There were the old rivals, now alhed to so great 
an end, George Brown and John A. Macdonald. There were 
George fitienne Cartier, the French Catholic; k. T. Gait, the 
English Protestant of the Eastern Townships ; William McDougall, 
the Scotch Protestant; D'Arcy McGee, the Irish Catholic. 
When these delegates met the conference, in the opening days 
of that month which is loveliest in the Garden of the Gulf 
(September i, 1864), the enthusiasm and faith with which they 
advocated their cause worked a speedy result. Before the plan 
of Confederation, now presented so nearly and clearly that there 
was no shutting one's eyes to its brilliance, the lesser plan of 
Maritime Union paled into extinction. But the Maritime dele
gates had been sent to discuss only Maritime Union. Nothing 
could be done, therefore, but weigh interests, strengthen sympa
thies, cultivate mutual trust and esteem. It was resolved to hold 
another conference at once, to consider terms of Confederation. 
Quebec was appointed the place of meeting, and the Charlotte
town Conference dissolved. The island capital, therefore, may 
justly claim to be called the cradle of our union. 

From Charlottetown the Canadian delegates made a rapid tour 
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of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, stirring public interest by 
their speeches, warming public sentiment by their enthusiasm. 
Everywhere they were welcomed, and feted, and cheered forward 
in their purpose. On their return to Ottawa arrangement was made 
for the new conference. On October loth, the men who were to 
give form and substance to the aspirations of our people, who were 
to fashion a nation out of our scattered colonies, came together in 
that ancient capital which has so long guarded our gates. 

The Quebec Conference met on October loth. It must be 
counted one of the chief events in our history. The date, the 
The Quebec far-reaching results, the names of those who took 
Conference. ^^.^ jj^ j^^ should be written on Canadian hearts in 
letters of gold. Its vast significance wiU impress us more and 
more as we recede from it, and as its effect upon the history of 
the world begins to show. The delegates numbered thirty-three ; 
and their names cannot be written in a footnote. From the 
Canadas came Sir Etienne P. Tach^, John A. Macdonald, George 
Brown, WiUiam McDougall, George E. Cartier, Alexander T. 
Gait, Oliver Mowat, Hector Langevin, T. D'Arcy McGee, A. 
Campbell, J. C. Chapais, J. Cockbum. From Nova Scotia came 
Charles Tupper, Adams G. Archibald, W. A. Henry, R. B. Dickie, 
and J. McCuUy. New Branswick sent Samuel Leonard Tilley, 
John M. Johnson, Peter Mitchell, Edward Chandler, Charles Fisher, 
Judge J. H. Gray, W. H. Steeves. Prince Edward Island sent 
Colonel John Hamffton Gray, E. Palmer, T. H. Haviland, W. H. 
Pope, G. Coles, E. Whelan, and A. A. Macdonald. From New
foundland came F. B. S. Carter and Ambrose Shea. Though some 
of the provinces were thus more largely represented than others, 
this made no difference in the voting, which was carried on by 
provinces. Each delegation had one vote, and the provinces 
were thus on a footing of perfect equality. The meetings of the 
conference were held in the Parliament House, built over the ruins 
of the old Chateau St. Louis. There shone forth the broad sa
gacity and tireless tact of Macdonald, the shaping force of Tupper, 
the Scottish fire and pertinacity of Brown, the eloquence of Cartier 
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and McGee. The deliberations lasted eighteen days, and resulted 
in the adoption of SEVENTY-TWO RESOLUTIONS. These famous 
Resolutions, with some changes, form the basis of the BRITISH 

NORTH AMERICA ACT, which is Canada's constitution. Their 
great work done, the delegates made a tour through Upper and 
Lower Canada, meeting fervent welcome on aff sides. 

93. How the Quebec Resolutions were received. — A grave 
task now awaited the Fathers of Confederation. This was to 
secure the acceptance of the Quebec Resolutions, by 

. ' ^ The attitude 
the provinces concemed and by the home govern- ofthediffer-

_ , , , ent provinces 
ment. 1 he home government met them with the to the Quebec 

r , , . . , , , Resolutions. 

warmest favour and expressed its strong wish that the 
scheme should be accepted by the provinces. But the provinces 
were much divided on the subject. Newfoundland positively re
jected the whole scheme, and has not hitherto seen fit to reverse 
her decision. Prince Edward Island rejected it, only to accept it 
a few years later when its success had been proved. Nova Scotia 
and New Branswick hesitated. The Canadas accepted with in
stant zeal. There were reasons for this difference. Beside the 
Great Lakes and along the St. Lawrence valley the subject had for 
some time been in the mouths of the people. It had been 
thoroughly threshed out. It was seen to be the simplest way out 
of some pressing evUs. In February of 1865 the Quebec Resolu
tions were brought before the Legislature, and, after prolonged 
debate, were carried by an overwhelming majority. At the close 
of the session Messrs. Macdonald, Brown, Cartier, and Gait went 
to England to confer with the home government. 

But in New Branswick the scheme now met with a rude set
back. In March of the same year was held a general election, 
and the scheme of Confederation was put before the ^,_ „ , 

*̂  The Resolu-people at the polls. It was so mixed up, however, tions in New 
' ^ ^ I-' ' Brunswick 

with other and local questions that the party support- and Nova 
ing it was beaten. An Anti-Confederate government, 
under the leadership of Albert J. Smith, came into power. New 
Brunswick having thus spoken against the scheme, the Nova 
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Scotia government was discouraged, and the question was not 
brought forward in the Legislature. But meanwhffe the people 
of New Brunswick had been reconsidering; and the more they 
thought of it the more friendly they became to it. The attitude 
of the Americans was making plain the need of strength and union 
in the colonies. The urgent desire of the home government, 
too, was not wffhout effect. Seeing this change in public feehng, 
the Legislative Council of New Branswick passed a resolution in 
favour of Confederation. This resolution was accepted by Gov
ernor Gordon in a strong address. The words of the governor 
being directly contrary to the advice of his ministers, the minis
ters resigned. Mr. Tilley and other Confederation leaders were 
then called to form a new government. Another general election 
was held, and the Anti-Confederate party was overwhelmed 
(1866). The change of feeling in New Brunswick brought im
mediate action in Nova Scotia. Doctor Tupper, leader of the 
government, brought up in the Legislature a resolution in support 
of Confederation. It was carried by a heavy majority, but only 
on the understanding that the plan should be changed to secure 
better terms for the Maritime Provinces. This action of the 
government, in committing the province to Confederation with
out giving the people a chance to vote upon it, made the people 
indignant. It was felt that in a case of such vast importance 
a general election should have been held, to give the electors a 
chance to say what they wanted. Thus the seeds of future dis
content were sown on good ground, where they afterwards sprang 
up and bore fruit in agitations for Repeal. The anger of the 
people directed itself against the way in which Confederation was 
carried. But in the fierce heat of party conflict this feehng be-
caipe distorted, tiff it took for a time the shape of hostility to the 
measure itself. 

In the same year in which the Nova Scotia Legislature ac
cepted Confederation, the project was brought before the Legis
lature of Newfoundland in the governor's speech. The address 
of the House in reply confessed that the advantages of Confed-
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eration were " so obvious as to be almost necessarily acknowl
edged." At the same time it declared that as far as Newfound
land in particular was concemed, the desirability of 
the measure was doubtful. A httle later the whole Prince Ed-

ward Island 
project was laid on the shelf. Prince Edward Island, andNew-

foundland 

through her Legislature, was more emphatic in her 
rejection of the scheme ; but not long afterwards, as we shall see, 
she opened her ears to the charming of her Confederate sisters 
and suffered herself to be led into the union. 

When these four provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, Nova 
Scotia, and New Brunswick had decided for Confederation, they 
sent delegates to England to get an Act of Union through the 
Imperial Parhament. But the Opposition in Nova Scotia had 
found a leader, strange to say, in Howe, who went to London to 
argue against the act. The great orator put forth his utmost 
eloquence, his most appealing arguments; but his ancient an
tagonist, Tupper, overmastered him.. The keen weapons of his 
own logic and wit were used against him. The Imperial govern
ment was against him. The protest of Nova Scotia was passed 
over, and Parliament went on to frame the Act of Confederation. 

94. Confederation accomplished. — In these years of destiny, 
1864, '65, '66, and '67, while the Dominion was struggling to its 
birth, there were forces acting outside to give it un- „ ^.,.^ ^ 

' ° ° Hostility of 
wilhng aid. The Northern states grew more and theAmeri-
more hostile. In the American Civff War the prov
inces had remained strictly neutral; but Canada was naturally a 
refuge for Southern sympathizers who had ffed out of the North
ern states. A lawless band of these refugees, gathering on the 
St. Lawrence frontier, made a raid across the border into Ver
mont and plundered the town of St. Albans. Fierce was the 
indignation of the Northerners ; and their own exploits of a like 
kind during the Papineau and Mackenzie rebelhous were con-
venientiy forgotten. To prevent a repetition of such outrages, 
the Canadian government called out a force of mihtia to patrol 
the borders. About this time the American government gave the 
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provinces notice of its intention to terminate the Reciprocity 
Treaty (1864). Seeing the hour at hand of thefr triumph over 
the South, the Americans felt ready to vent their wrath against 
England. So long as the colonies chose to remain British, they 
should be made to feel the weight of America's displeasure. At 
the same time, it was expected that for the sake of America's trade 
they would consent to annexation. The withdrawal of the Reci
procity Treaty was intended to show the provinces what they 
would lose by remaining loyal, what they would gain by deserting 
their ahegiance. In the hope of heading off Confederation, 
Congress even passed a bffl providing for the admission of the 
provinces, on most favourable terms, as four new states of the 
American Union. Foreign bribes proved no more eff"ective than 
foreign threats. They only drew the provinces together. An 
earnest effort, however, was made to prevent the abrogation of 
the treaty. To this end a trade convention was held at Detroit, 
where delegates from the chief Provincial and American cities 
met and talked over the situation. Howe's eloquence took the 
gathering by storm, and for a time it looked as if Reciprocity 
might gain a new lease of life. But Howe's inffuence faffed to 
reach the American govemment. A continuance of the treaty 
was offered, indeed, but on such terms as the provinces could not 
accept without humiliation, and in 1865 it came to an end. The 
provinces were thus driven to look toward each other and toward 
Europe for new avenues of t rade; and the cause of Confederation 
was immensely strengthened. 

As soon as the war between North and South was ended, and 
the seceding states crushed, the Americans began to press Eng

land for damages on account of the injury done to 
'Alabama American commerce by the Alabama and other 

Claims." 

Southern cruisers. This claim was made on the plea 
that the cruisers had been fitted out in British ports. On a 
like plea Canada might have demanded damages for American 
breaches of neutrality during the troubles of 1837-1838. Great 
Britain denied having countenanced the fitting and arming of 
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Southem craisers. She therefore resisted the American demands ; 
and for some years the "•Alabama Claims," as they were called, 
remained a sore question, which might at any time lead to war. 
This threat, also, worked strongly for Confederation. 

But Canada found yet another enemy to thrust her on to great
ness. In America there was a strong organization known as the 
Fenian Brotherhood. It was started in the first place 
1 1 I 1 J X - 1 • , , , ^ The Fenians, 

by hot-headed Irish patriots who dreamed of reveng
ing upon the hated Sassenach the wrongs which their country had 
endured. At the close of the War of Secession a host of despera
does, too lawless to settle down to the tasks of peace, were let 
loose upon the country. These flocked into the ranks of the 
Fenian Brotherhood, and proposed to conquer Canada as a first 
step toward freeing Ireland. To conquer Canada seemed so easy, 
that the Fenian leaders, in anticipation, parcelled out our choicest 
lands among themselves. On St. Patrick's Day of 1866 the Fenian 
invasion was looked for, and the Canadian militia stood in arms 
along the border. But the weather was bad, and the invasion 
was therefore postponed. In the following month these ruffians 
threatened the New Brunswick borders, and troops were marched 
to the defence of St. Andrews and St. Stephens. The danger 
melted away; but it meant many votes for Confederation. 

At the same time, under the very noses of the American 
authorities, and while all America was in virtuous wrath over the 
Alabama dispute, the Fenians were drilling and arming their 
regiments in the American border towns. From Sault Ste. Marie 
to the Gulf, a wave of indignation at such inconsistency 

R6pUlS6 OT XI16' 

swept over the British provinces. At the end of May Fenian inva-
r r J Sions. 

a band of nine hundred Fenians, under one Colonel 
O'Neff, crossed from Buffalo to Fort Erie and advanced to destroy 
the Welland Canal. At the village of Ridgeway they were met by 
a detachment of Canadian mffitia. The ground was one where of 
old the militia of Canada had many times rushed to victory against 
great odds. But on this occasion our soldiers added smaff lustre 
to their laurels. After a two hours' skirmish they retreated in-
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gloriously, leaving the Fenians masters of the field. The victors, 
however, hearing of the approach of some British regulars, fled in 
haste to the sheher of Buff"alo. Other Fenian raids, along the St. 
Lawrence border, were easily repulsed. Four years later, when 
Confederation was well established, this same Colonel O'Neil again 
led his Fenians against our border, this time attacking Quebec. 
He was routed ignominiously (1870). In the following year he 
made a similar attempt on Manitoba. But the American officer 
in charge of Fort Pembina, near the line, knew his duty toward 
a friendly nation. With a body of United States troops he fol
lowed the ardent O'Neff across the border, and arrested him. 
Thus the last Fenian invasion ended in farce. 

And now our scene shifts again to London. The provincial 
delegates, meeting in the Westminster Hotel, reviewed minutely 
Passing of the Quebec Resolutions. The chief changes made 
ito-t^'^"^'' were in favour of the Maritime Provinces. In Feb-
AmericaAct. j-^ ĵ-y ĵ̂ g complete scheme of Confederation was 
brought before the Imperial Parliament. It was warmly sup
ported by the leaders of aff parties. It passed without amend
ment, and was signed by the Queen on March 29, 1867. This 
Act is known as the British North America Act.^ At the same 
time a bill was passed authorizing the Imperial Parliament to 
guarantee a Canadian loan of I3,000,000, for the construction of 
what was an essential to Confederation, the long-desired inter
colonial railway. 

The Constitution of Canada is based on that of the mother 
country, with some points borrowed from that of the United 
The form of States, and some new features arising from the novelty 
government, ^f ^j^^ situation. The government of the Dominion 
is made up of four elements: ( i ) the Governor-General; (2) the 
Executive Council, or Cabinet; (3) the Senate; (4) the House 
of Commons. These are really equivalent to three, — King, 
Lords, and Commons ; for the Governor-General and his Cabinet 
are counted as one factor. 

1 See Appendix A. 
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( i ) The Crown is represented by the governor-general, whose 
frmctions are as strictly hmited as those of the sovereign in Great 
Britain. He is appointed by the Queen, and holds TheGover-
office for five years. He is the commander-in-chief "lor-Generai. 
of the naval and mihtary forces in Canada; he appoints the 
lieutenant-governors and the judges; he has authority to com
mute the sentences of the court. He acts upon the advice of 
his ministers, but has power to withhold his assent to any biff. 

(2) His advisers, called " t h e Cabinet or Execu
tive," are thirteen members of Parhament, responsible 
to the people, holding office only so long as they hold the peo
ple's confidence. 

(3) The Senate is not elective, but is made up of hfe members 
nominated by the Govemor-in-Council. In the constitution of 
the Senate it was sought to make it correspond with 

The Senate, 
the House of Lords, as far as was possible in a purely 
democratic country like Canada. The Senate, at the time of 
union, consisted of seventy-two members, — twenty-four each from 
Ontario and Quebec, twelve each from Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick. Each senator must be a British subject, must live in 
the province he represents, and must own unencumbered property 
to the value of at least ^4000. 

(4) The House of Commons is the direct representative of 
the people. Its members are elected by the people. They 
serve for a term of five years, unless the House be The House of 
dissolved by the Governor-in-Council in the mean- Commons, 
time, as frequently happens. If a member be appointed to the 
Cabinet, he resigns his seat and goes before the people for re
election. Each member must be a British subject, and hold 
property to the value of $2500. At the time of union the House 
of Commons was made up of one hundred and eighty-one mem
bers, — sixty-five for Quebec, eighty-two for Ontario, nineteen for 
Nova Scotia, fifteen for New Branswick. It was arranged that the 
representation should be readjusted after each decennial census, 
in order that the principle of representation by population should 
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be clearly recognized. The number of members for Quebec was 
fixed at sixty-five ; and it was arranged that the members for the 
other provinces should vary in such a way that their representa
tion should always bear the same ratio to their population as sixty-
five to the population of Quebec. After the census of 1891 took 
place a readjustment, by which, on the next general elections, held 
in 1896, the House of Commons consisted of two hundred and 
thirteen members, — sixty-five for Quebec, ninety-two for Ontario, 
twenty for Nova Scotia, fourteen for New Brunswick, five for Prince 
Edward Island, seven for Manitoba, six for British Columbia, and 
four for the North-west Territories. 

The union accomplished by the British North America Act is 
a federal, not a legislative union. A legislative union brings 

the uniting provinces or states under a single govern-
between a ment which manages aU their affairs. It obhterates 
federal and . . . 
a legisia- the individual provinces or states. A federal union, 
tive union. ' 

on the other hand, leaves the uniting provinces or 
states with governmental machinery of their own, to manage their 
own local and internal affairs, while establishing one central gov
ernment to manage such affairs as concern all the provinces or 
states in common. Under the British North America Act Upper 
Canada and Lower Canada became Ontario and Quebec; and 
these provinces, with Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, retained 
their provincial legislatures under the fuUest principles of Responsi
ble Government. These provincial legislatures, with one excep
tion, consisted of the usual three branches, — lieutenant-governor. 
Legislative Council, and Assembly. Ontario alone chose to do 
without the Legislative Council. 

The great difference between the Federal union of Canada and 
Difference that of the United States hes in the one point of 
cinTdian""* sovereignty. When the American states federated, 
fnd^thl"''""^ sovereign power, as we have seen, was supposed to re-
feSr" side in the states themselves, and the central govern-
union. jjjgĵ t gained only such powers as were jealously yielded 
to it by the states. When the British North American provinces 
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federated, the sovereign power, supposed to reside in the Crown, 
was deputed to the central government, and the provinces re
tained only such powers as were portioned out to them by the 
central government. The provinces retain the management of 
their own public works, education, ptimary and local administra
tion of justice, licenses, municipal institutions, and direct taxation. 
To the central government at Ottawa belong all such matters 
as trade and commerce, the postal service, the census, military and 
naval defence, fisheries, the coinage, banking, Lndian affairs, 
criminal law, appeals, and so forth. 

The British North America Act took effect on the first day of 
July, 1867. The day was observed with joyous festivities through
out the new Dominion, and its anniversary was ordained to be 
a public holiday perpetually, under the name of Dominion 
Dominion Day. This is the birthday of Canada. ^^^' 
To trae Canadians it must be what July 4th is to patriotic Ameri
cans, a day of proud rejoicing. On this day Canada became a 
nation free within itself, and bound to the British Empire by 
a bond of authority so silken that in a quarter of a century it has 
not been felt to gall. The real and binding tie between the 
mother country and her stalwart child, this Canada, is not a tie 
of authority but of sympathy. It is such a tie as Burke desired 
to see between England and the Thirteen Colonies, when with 
anguished eloquence he strove to avert the cruel and bloody 
rupture of 1776. " My hold of the colonies," said the far-seeing 
orator in his speech on " Conciliation with America," " i s in the 
close affection which grows from common names, from kindred 
blood, from similar privileges, and equal protection. These are 
ties which, though hght as air, are strong as links of iron." 

2A 



THIRD PERIOD. 

CANADIAN DOMINION : —EXPANSION AND 
CONSOLIDATION. 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

SECTIONS : — 95, THE FIRST DOMINION PARLIAMENT. 96, NOVA 

SCOTIA RECONCILED. 97, THE RED RIVER SETTLEMENT BE

COMES THE PROVINCE OF MANITOBA. 

95. The First Dominion Parliament. — The counsels of far-
seeing statesmen had at last borne fruit in fact. The dream of 
patriots had come true. Out of four weak provinces,^ parted by 
Confederated reaches of wffderness and by jealous distrust, had been 
Canada. fashioned, as it were in a day, a stately commonwealth, 
containing within itself all the elements of power and expansion. 
Between the parts of the new organism began to ffow, slowly at 
first but with sure motion, the red currents of national life. To 
the eyes of hostffe critics the bonds of Confederation seemed but 
temporary and slight. The Dominion, they said, was an idle ex
periment. Even they whose zeal had raised the fair structure 
trembled lest it should go to pieces under their fingers like a 
house of cards. Too close they stood to take in all at once its 
massive and enduring proportions. They could not know the 

1 The areas and populations of these, at the time of union, were as follows : — 
Quebec: — area 188,688 sq. miles; Pop., 1,111,566. 
Ontario: — area 101,733 " " 1.396,091. 
Nova Scotia; — area . . . 20,907 " " 330,857. 
New Brunswick: — area . . 26,173 " " 252,047. 

These figures are those of 1861, on which the Act of Union was based. 
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vital quahty of the materials they worked with. For aff traly 
great work imagination is necessary, and inspiration, and faith. 
The end, untff it is reached, stands veffed in mystery. When the 
air of that first Dominion Day was loud with bells, and cheers, 
and cannons' thunder, which of the most sanguine of those who 
saw their work thus crowned could have guessed that in twelve 
years more their Canada would cover half the continent? In 
those twelve years the area of Canada increased from three hun
dred and thirty-eight thousand square miles to three and a half 
millions, an area greater than that of the United States before 
the purchase of Alaska. 

Dominion Day, 1867, ushered in the third period of Canadian 
history, that in which we live. The essential features of this 
period are expansion and consolidation. In the last characteris-
twenty-five years of Canadian history there has been confede?a-
the vast extension of territory already referred to, t'o^P^""^-
with accompanying growth in wealth and inffuence. This is the 
first essential feature, expansion. There has also been a steady 
knitting together of the remotest parts of this vast territory in a 
union of increasing strength. This is the second essential feature, 
consolidation. The events, then, which really count in our latter-
day history are those which touch our expansion or our consolida
tion. The others are mere incidents, to be referred to in passing, 
but not to be confused with matters of deeper import. 

The first governor-general of the Dominion of Canada was 
Lord Monck, whose tact, discretion, and obedience to the princi
ples of responsible government did much to help on the new 
order. The Hon. John A. Macdonald, who had coalition of 
done more than any other man to bring about the ^'^^^^ '* -̂
union, was knighted. Immediately afterwards he was caffed upon 
to form a ministry. Now came a new era in the history of Cana
dian parties; and from Macdonald's action dates the breaking up 
of old party lines, the gradual establishment of new ones. With 
that sagacity which distinguished him, the new prime minister an
nounced his pohcy in the following terms : " I desire to bring to 
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my aid, without respect to parties in the past, gentiemen . . . who 
were active in bringing about the new form of government, who 
used their influence to that end in the different sections of the 
Confederacy. I desire to bring to my aid in the new govern
ment those men, irrespective of party, who represent the majori
ties in the different provinces of the union. . . . And as there 
are now no issues to divide parties, and as aff that is required is 
to have in the government the men who are best adapted to put 
the new machinery in motion, I desire to ask those to join m'e 
who have the confidence and represent the majorities in the vari
ous sections, of those who were in favour of the adoption of this 
system of government and who wish to see it satisfactorily carried 
out." Acting on these principles, Macdonald caUed six Reformers 
and six Conservatives to form with him a Cabinet of thirteen min
isters. They were divided as follows : From Ontario, where the 
Reform party had a majority, three Reformers — McDougaff, 
Howland, Blair, and two Conservatives, Macdonald and Camp
beU. From Quebec, where the Conservatives had an overwhelm
ing majority, four Conservatives — Cartier, Langevin, Chapais, and 
Gait. From New Brunswick two Reformers — TiUey and MitcheU. 
From Nova Scotia, one Reformer and one Conservative — Archi
bald and Kenny. In the appointments to the Senate a like rale 
was followed, the first Canadian Senate consisting of thirty-six 
Reformers and thirty-six Conservatives. The whole countenance 
of Canadian politics now changed. The new party, made by the 
amalgamation of Conservatives and Reformers under Macdonald's 
leadership, took the name of Liberal-Conservative; whffe those 
Reformers who would not accept the principle of coalition formed 
themselves into a constitutional opposition and took the name of 
Liberals. But Liberal-Conservative being a clumsy term, however 
interesting historicaUy, it has for the most part been dropped in 
favour of the nicknames " Tory " or " Lib.-Con." ; whffe the Lib
erals have faUen heir to the old nickname of " Grit." 

That autumn the first elections under the Act of Union took 
place. They were fiercely contested. In Ontario George Brown 
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and the Reformers attacked the principle of coalition. The Re
formers who had joined hands with Macdonald in the new min
istry were called political traitors. There was no Anti-

^ ^ The first 
Confederate party in Ontario. In New Branswick and Dominion 

elections. 

Nova Scotia the battle was fought on the lines of Con
federation or Anti-Confederation. In Ontario, Quebec, and New 
Brunswick, the Macdonald government was supported by a great 
majority, and the principles of both Confederation and coalition 
upheld beyond dispute. But in Nova Scotia it was far otherwise. 
The people were indignant because Confederation had not been 
laid before them at the poUs. They hstened, therefore, to the 
eloquence of Howe, and an Anti-Confederate wave swept over 
the province. Of aU the Confederate candidates not one escaped 
defeat but the indomitable Tupper, who was left standing like a 
tower in defiant solitude. 

On the 7th November, 1867, was opened at Ottawa the first 
Parliament of the Dominion of Canada. Lord Monck, in his 
speech from the throne, dwelt upon the splendid ^̂ gg .̂̂ ^ 
possibilities of the union, and the sympathy extended p^^^g^^ 
to it by the mother country. He foretold a time 
(less remote than he imagined) when the young Confederation 
should reach from ocean to ocean. In this session practical legis
lation left httle time for party strife. Measures were taken to 
begin the intercolonial railway. Matters of customs, excise, 
postal service, and the like, pressed for attention. The question 
came up of what was cahed Dual Representation, ^y the new 
constitution there was nothing to prevent members of the Domin
ion Pariiament from also holding seats in the provincial legis
latures. A biU to put an end to this was brought in, but afterwards 
withdrawn. Dual Representation prevaUed in Ontario and Que
bec for some years. In the Maritime Provinces it never existed, 
the provincial legislatures having passed bills to prevent it. 

Perhaps the greatest event in this first session was the move
ment for annexing the North-west. This showed the temper, 
the vigorous self-reliance, the imperial ambition of the young 
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Confederacy. The chief mover was the Hon. Wiffiam McDougall, 
afready known for his interest in North-west matters. An ad-
The move- dress to the Throne was passed, praying that jurisdic-
"I'iVJh^ tion over the Hudson Bay Territories, comprising all 
d.iiu6X XIlc 

North-west, j-ĵ g North-west and Rupert's Land, should be trans
ferred from the Imperial to the Dominion government. One of 
the various reasons urged in support of this step was that the 
Hudson Bay Company did not govern its vast territories in a way 
to favour their development. Another was that if Canada did not 
annex the territories, the United States, stiU land-hungry after 
swaUowing up Alaska, would make an effort to do so. This action 
of Mr. McDougaU's, as we shaU see, was destined to bear great 
fruit. 

96. Nova Scotia reconciled.—The second year of Confedera
tion was marked by a deed which sent a thrill of horror through 
Assassina- all Canada. This was the assassination of Thomas 
tionofMcGee. D'Arcy McGee, the patriotic statesman whose elo
quence and whose inffuence with his fellow-Irishmen in Canada 
had done so much to bring about the union. McGee had spoken 
late in the House, urging patience and conciliation toward the anti-
Confederates of Nova Scotia, who were clamouring for Repeal. 
It was two o'clock in the morning, April 7th, when the House 
adjourned. The streets of Ottawa were silent with new snow. 
As McGee stooped to fit the latch-key to his door, the murderer 
stepped up behind him and shot him through the head. There 
were many members of the Fenian Brotherhood scattered through 
Canada, particularly in Montreal, and the deed was straightway 
laid to their charge. McGee, once connected with the United 
Ireland movement, had been fearless in his denunciation of the 
Fenians. He had threatened them with the exposure of certain 
secrets which he had in possession ; and he used all his inffuence 
to prevent his countrymen from joining them. Ominous were the 
Fenian threats, but he disregarded them. His courage cost him 
his hfe. No less than $20,000 was offered in rewards for the ap
prehension of the murderer, and at length a Fenian by the name 
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of Whelan was arrested, convicted, and hanged for the crime. 
The name of McGee shines upon our annals as that of a patriot-
martyr. But the blood of martyrs is not shed in vain. The death 
of McGee drew province, race, and party more closely together in 
the bonds of a sympathy that now began to caU itself national. 

Meanwhile Repeal was the word that fihed the air in Nova 
Scotia. Though Howe and his foUowers had spoken at Ottawa 
with comparative moderation, not so temperately did 

^ ' r J Repeal agita-
they speak on the stump and before their own constit- tion in Nova 

•̂  ^ ^ Scotia, 

uencies. The new Assembly at Halifax passed reso
lutions demanding leave for Nova Scotia to secede; and Howe 
led a delegation to lay these resolutions before the Throne. Dur
ing their absence, however, the feeling against the union began to 
cool. Soon the Hand that guides the destinies of nations inter
vened to make the heart of Nova Scotia beat more kindly toward 
her sister provinces. The fishing-season of 1867 had been one of 
terrible faffure in Nova Scotia, and the winter of 1868 found her 
fishing-population all but starving. The rest of Canada hastened 
to the rescue. From every town and city ffowed the stream of 
succour. Money and provisions poured into the suffering districts. 
And under this generous warmth much of Nova Scotia's bitterness 
died away. 

In London Howe's arguments got scant favour from Parliament. 
The demand for Repeal was peremptorUy dismissed. On the 
return of the delegates to Hahfax they felt the neces- Nova Scotia 
sity of accepting the union. Sir John Macdonald, ^""^"ed. 
with other Confederation leaders, visited Hahfax in the autumn 
and tried, though in vain, to bring about a reconciliation. But 
soon afterwards Howe publicly declared that it was no use making 
any further demand for Repeal. He advised his province to give 
up the idea of secession, and seek simply to gain better terms. 
Then began the " Better Terms " negotiations, carried on by Howe 
and the Dominion government. Some of Nova Scotia's claims 
were shown to be just. Finally the Dominion government agreed 
to become responsible for a much larger portion of her debt than 
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had been contemplated in the Act of Union, and also to pay her 
a subsidy of $82,698 a year for ten years, to compensate for cer
tain losses of revenue. These terms being accepted by the prov
ince, Howe on his part accepted Confederation, and also a seat 
in the Dominion Cabinet (1869). He was bitterly assailed for 
this; but he carried his province. Howe was essentially a leader 
of men, a swayer of men's hearts. When he took the stump the 
people were for him, however reason and logic might chance to 
be against him. In this same year the Newfoundland Legislature 
decided for Confederation, and sent Messrs. Shea and Carter to 
Ottawa to discuss terms. But an election was held, and the meas
ure was buried under such a mass of unenlightened votes that it 
could not lift its head again for years. The people of the Ancient 
Colony had heard that Confederation would mean more taxation; 
and hence their wrath. 

About this time one Mr. Chandler, of the state of Michigan, 
moved in the American Senate that England be asked to hand 
„.. . . over Canada in settlement of the "Alabama Claims." 
The Ameri
cans poach Canada retorted by a large claim against the Ameri-
dian flsh- can government on account of aid and encouragement 

given to the Fenians. Senator Chandler's proposal was 
but another of the good offices rendered by America in stirring up 
a national sentiment in our young Confederacy. American fisher
men, too, helped to awaken this needed sentiment in our breasts. 
They persisted in poaching on the rich shore fisheries of the 
Maritime Provinces and the Gulf. The Americans had forfeited 
the right to these fisheries when they abrogated the Reciprocity 
Treaty. Canada, for a time, was unwilhng to assert her rights 
too roughly, and merrily the poaching went on, to the grievous 
loss of Canadian fishermen. It aroused a deep resentment. The 
few annexationists in Canada were quickly changing their minds. 
The visit of Prince Arthur, in this same year, called forth such 
universal demonstrations of loyalty, as left no doubt as to the 
temper of the people. This did much to correct the hngering 
idea of the Americans, that Canada was ready to drop into the 
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lap of the republic. On every hand events conspired to strengthen 
the bonds of Confederation. 

97. The Red River Settlement becomes the Province of Mani
toba.— In 1870 the negotiations for taking in the North-west 
-were crowned with success.. The great obstacle to Canada pur-
overcome was the Hudson Bay Company, which '̂orth-west 
claimed the whole region. This claim Canada pro- HudsonSay 
tested against, on various grounds which we need not Company-
enter into. Finally, however, it was found simplest and fairest 
to buy out the company's claims. Under pressure from the 
Crown, the company gave up to Canada its ancient proprietor
ship of the North-west Territories, its ancient monopoly of the 
North-west trade. It received in return a cash payment of 
^300,000, a twentieth of all lands surveyed in the territory for 
future settlement, and certain guarantees against excessive taxa
tion. It retained its trading-posts, its influence with the natives, 
its special facilities for the fur-trade. The Hudson Bay Company, 
though no longer a sovereign power in disguise, is still a potent 
factor in North-west life, and the greatest emporiums of com
merce in the North-west are marked by the significant letters 
H. B. C. 

The imperial heritage to which Canada thus fell heir is one 
so vast that nations might be carved from it and the loss scarcely 
noticed. Its lakes are inland seas, its rivers mighty 

' ° -' Characteris-
floods that open up the inmost recesses of the land, tics of the 

^ ^ North-west. 

The Mackenzie River, traversing but an out-of-the-
way corner of this region, yet runs a course of two thousand mffes. 
The Saskatchewan rolls its spacious current thirteen hundred miles, 
not to find the ocean, but to lose itself in Lake Winnipeg, in the 
very heart of the continent. In the valley of this river alone a 
population greater than that of the British Isles might well support 
itself From Lake Winnipeg westward to the Rocky Mountains 
stretch the most exhaustlessly fertile wheat fields of North America, 
with a summer temperature that ripens the choicest quahty of grain. 
These endless plains of black soil seem destined to be the granary 



362 A HISTORY OF CANADA. 

of the worid. Over them ffoats an atmosphere bracing, electrical, 
fuff of vigour. In the more easterly sections the cold of winter 
is intense, but so dry and still is the air that the low temperature 
causes httie discomfort. Men do not reahze that the thermometer 
is lower than in the wet and windy east. Spring comes as it were 
in a night, and the interminable plains are adorned with flowers. 
Summer flames swiftly through the wide and gleaming sky, and 
the crops rush to ripeness. Almost fabulous are the harvests of 
hay and roots and grain. As the plains unfold toward the foot of 
the Rocky Mountains they grow less fitted for wheat, but unsur
passable for the grazing of flocks. The chmate is so tempered in 
winter by the balmy " Chinook" winds streaming in from the 
westward, that the sweet and abundant grasses keep green aU 
winter, and cattle need no housing. The isothermal hnes sweep 
so far north that the temperate climate of Nova Scotia is found in 
the valleys of the Peace and the Athabasca; and farming is by no 
means unfruitful along the upper waters of the Mackenzie itself. 
Rivers and lakes abound with fish. Beneath the surface of the soil 
are vast coal deposits, petroleum fields stretching far beyond the 
Arctic Circle, and many other treasures of the mine. High pla
teaus of rock and torrent and stunted forest lying east and north 
of the prairie regions are stored with gold and iron, copper and 
nickel. Here are possibilities so boundless, resources so various 
and vast, that the imagination is dazzled in the effort to foretell 
their future. 

Such was the North-west Territory, which for generations had 
been represented to the world as an Arctic barren. Beyond the 

scattered posts of the great fur-trading company it was 
hostility to occupied by roving Indians, and by the twelve thou-

sand inhabitants of the Red River settlement, nearly 
ten thousand of whom were half-breeds. As soon as the Territory 
was handed over to Canada by the Hudson Bay Company, Canadian 
surveyors flocked in to lay out roads, and lots, and townships. But 
now Canada found that the great company was not the only factor 
to be dealt with. The settlers of Red River were making them-
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selves heard in angry protest. There were several reasons for 
their anger. They claimed that their interests had not been pro
tected in the transfer. They objected that they were being thrast 
into the ignoble position of the colony of a colony. The half-
breeds resented the presence of the Canadian surveyors, who 
regarded them as an inferior race. They foresaw heavy taxation 
in aff this surveying and proposed road-buffding. The half-
breeds were themselves divided, some being of Scottish origin, 
English speech, and Protestant creed, while others were in speech 
and origin French, in creed Roman Catholic. Each of these 
two sections was afraid lest union with Canada should give the 
other some advantage. But these were not aff the elements of 
disturbance. Among the influential pure whites, two thousand 
in number, there were many Canadians who did their utmost for 
union. But there were also Fenians, who dreamed childish dreams 
of a republic in the Red River vaffey. And there were American 
immigrants whose hearts were set on annexation. 

Hotter and hotter grew the excitement, and the Hudson Bay 
officials, not iU-pleased, took no steps to aUay it. The faction 
that came to the front was that of the M^tis, or French The Red 
half-breeds, under their fanatical leader, Louis Riel. uin̂ brê '̂ks" 
When news came that McDougall was on his way to ""*• 
Fort Garry as governor, Riel and his followers rose in open 
rebeffion (1869). They seized Fort Garry and established 
what they called a " Provisional Government," with Riel as presi
dent. When Governor McDougall, traveUing to his new charge 
by way of Minnesota, reached the boundary-hne, he was stopped 
by the half-breeds and forbidden to enter the territory. The 
English-speaking inhabitants now took alarm, and spoke for union ; 
but Riel had grown too strong for them. McDougall, thundering 
out of the Minnesota wilderness, ordered the rebels to lay down 
their arms. His order was laughed to scorn. 

Louis Riel was the son of a fiill-blooded white father and a 
half-breed mother. He was educated at Montreal for the priest
hood, but returned to Red River without taking orders. As a 
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boy he was noted for bodily vigour, and for his inffuence over 
his fellows. He was a ffuent orator, a fair scholar, and skilled in 

playing upon the hearts of his countrymen. His pre-
and the mur- tensions were as boundless as his ambitions, and he 

seems to have been in some degree the victim of .self-
delusion. Had he not been so vainglorious as to think that he 
could set law and order and the Canadian government at naught, 
he would probably now be honoured as the champion of North
west liberty; for many of the claims which he made for his 
countrymen were such as justice could not ignore. But with 
insane impatience he snatched at the sword. There was no one in 
the settlement ready or strong enough to oppose him. The wffd 
fanatic arrested those Canadian settlers who would not bow to his 
sway. Then came the chmax of his madness. Among his pris
oners was a resolute young immigrant from Ontario, by the name 
of Thomas Scott, who had faced Riel with contemptuous defiance. 
Furious at this, Riel determined to strike terror into the hearts of 
the Canadian party. Young Scott was court-martialed for treason 
against the provisional government, and condemned to death. 
No argument, no appeal, no picture of the inevitable conse
quences, could turn Riel from his purpose. On the 4th of March, 
1870, Scott was taken out and shot like a dog in the snow, under 
the waffs of Fort Garry. It was not an execution, it was a mur
der, and a peculiarly brutal one. At news of it a cry of ven
geance went up from the east. The volunteers sprang to arms. 
Of the thousands offering themselves seven hundred were ac
cepted. They formed, with five hundred regulars, the Red River 
Expeditionary Force, which in hot haste started for the scene. 

Immediately after the murder of poor Scott, Archbishop Tach6, 
who was much beloved by the M6tis, arrived at Fort Garry, to act 
as an informal mediator between Ottawa and the rebels. He 
brought an invitation for the half-breed delegates to visit the capi
tal, and also a promise of pardon for those who had taken part in 
the rising. This promise of pardon, however, had been issued 
before the murder of Scott, and Canada held that it could not 
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apply to his murderers. The good Bishop, seeking peace, was 
rather lavish of his pardons; and out of it came trouble by-and-
by. But his presence, together with the news that troops were 
coming, had an instant eff"ect. Riel became a model of loyalty. 
The Queen's Birthday, even, was celebrated with zeal, and Riel 
began to look askance at his Fenian secretary, O'Donohue. 
Delegates from the provisional government were sent in haste to 
Ottawa, to confer upon the terms of union. 

The Red River Expedffion was led by Colonel Garnet Wolse-
ley, now commander-in-chief of the British army. Being a mih
tary force, the expedition could not pass through Manitoba 
United States territory. It took the toilsome route of "'"ganized. 
the old fur-traders, up Lake Superior, and through five hundred 
miles of difficult wilderness. Whffe ft was on the way,' the 
Manitoba Act was passed, and Manitoba was received into the 
Confederation as a fuU-ffedged province (1870). By the provi
sions of the act no less than one miffion four hundred thousand 
acres of land were reserved for the settiement of half-breed claims, 
and many of the demands for which Riel had raised such outcry 
were granted without dispute. 

Soon afterwards (August, 1870), the Red River Expedition, 
emerging from the wilderness, arrived at Fort Garry. There was 
nothing for it to do. At the first sound of its bugles. The rebellion 
Riel and his feffows had vanished. The rebellion P"tdown. 
was at an end. Riel ffed into exile in the neighbouring states, to 
return years later and work further mischief Many of Wolseley's 
volunteers settled in the new province, to be an element of sturdy 
loyalty. Under land laws of the most liberal type immigrants 
flocked in by thousands. Like magic uprose our stately prairie 
province. The old Hudson Bay post by the turbid stream of 

1 It was in the spring of 1870, while Riel was still rampant at Fort Garry, that 
the Fenians made their renewed attempts on our frontiers. These raids have 
been described in an earlier paragraph. It is worth while to note, by the way, that 
the Fenians so far dishonoured that much-loved emblem, the Shamrock of Ireland, 
as to inscribe it on the rebel flag which flew over the murderers of Scott. 
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Red River grew into the busy city of Winnipeg, with its thronged 
and imposing streets, frs hum of modern activity. The first gov
ernor' of the new province was Adams G. Archibald, of Nova 
Scotia, who arrived close on the heels of Wolseley's expedition. 

And now, there being no hope of a new Reciprocity Treaty, 
Canada set about protecting her fisheries from American poach-
The imperial ers. She fell back on the provisions of the treaty of 
dmwnTrlm' i^^^- ^ patrol fleet was fitted out, and the poachers 
Canada. .̂ ĝj.g earned. "Vessels disregarding the warning were 
seized, condemned in the courts, and sold. Fierce were the 
threats of the Americans because Canada would no longer be 
robbed. Under such influences our Militia BiU was passed ; and 
seeing Canada fairly ready to provide for her own defence. Great 
Britain withdrew her troops. During 1868 and 1869 there had been 
nearly sixteen thousand British regulars in Canada. These were 
reduced to less than two thousand. The massive fortifications of 
Halifax remained in imperial hands, and that city was made the 
British naval and military station for the North Atlantic. All 
other fortifications, with arms and military stores, were given up 
to Canada. The ancient fortress of Quebec passed into the care 
of Canadian troops. Young Canada was thus made more self-
reliant, and taught to cling less closely to the maternal apron-
strings. 

The year 1870 was made further notable by a succession of 
local calamities. Great fires ravaged the upper provinces. Que

bec city lost four hundred houses in one visitation. 
Calamities. ^ , T , , • ,• 

Ottawa was so threatened by a hungry encircling 
horde of bush-fires, that for protection the Rideau Canal was cut, 
and the low lands all about laid under water. A strange blow fell 
on Nova Scotia, in the loss of the great Inman steamer City of 
Boston. Saihng from New York on January 25th, she called at 
Halifax and took on board a number of Nova Scotian passengers. 

1 IVIcDougall had been made governor, not of a province, but an unorganized 
territory. 
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On the 28th she steamed out of Hahfax harbour, — and from 
that day to this no tidings of her have come to the ears of men. 
Later in the year the coasts were visited by a terrific tidal wave 
and hurricane, which strewed the shore with wrecks and drowned 
the marshes. As if war, conflagration, and rain by sea were not 
enough, on October 20th the land was shaken by an earthquake. 
This jarred men's nerves, but did no serious damage. And the 
troubled year came to an end in quiet. 
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DOMINION. CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT, IOI, THE NATIONAL 

POLICY. THE FISHERIES COMMISSION. 

98. British Columbia joins the Dominion.—The year 1871 
brought another addition to the Confederated Provinces of Can-
British ada, and fulfilled the dream of the fathers of Con-
joinsthe^3on- federation by extending Canada from ocean to ocean, 
federation. gj-itish Columbia came into the Dominion. In the 
previous year a resolution favouring union had been passed by 
the British Columbia Legislature, under the influence of the pro
vincial governor, Mr. Antony Musgrave. This was the same judi
cious statesman who, when governor of Newfoundland, had so 
nearly succeeded in bringing the Ancient Colony into Confedera
tion. Delegates were sent to Ottawa to confer on terms of union. 
During the session of 1871 the bill for the admission of British 
Columbia was hotly debated in the Canadian Parliament, and 
finally carried. The chief condition on which the Pacific province 
came in was the building of a railway to connect her with the 
eastern provinces. This transcontinental line was to be begun 
within two years, and completed within ten years, from the date 
of union. As we shall see, these conditions proved too hard, and 
the railway was not finished till five years later than the time 
agreed upon; but the splendid faith which could undertake, the 
splendid vigour which could achieve, so vast an enterprise with 
such slender resources, are enough to justify the most boundless^ 

368 
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confidence in our country's future. The imperial dimensions 
which Canada attained on the accession of British Columbia drew 
the eyes of the world upon her, and men grew interested in the 
young giant thus suddenly springing up in the spacious north. 

The new member of the Dominion was a vast realm, of greater 
area than Quebec, Ontario, Nova Scotia, and New Branswick aU 
taken together. It has been already referred to as Thecharac-
a sea of mountains. But the torrents that ran down th"new °* 
from her snowy peaks bear sands of gold, her ledges P™"°'=«-
and her cliff"s are veined with all the precious metals. There is 
coal, too, of the highest quality and in lavish abundance. The 
steep slopes are clothed with magnificent forests, able to supply 
the lumber-trade of the world. Bays and rivers swarm with fish. 
The great resources, therefore, of British Columbia are her mines, 
her fisheries, and her timber. But she is not poor in cultivable 
land. The great delta of the Fraser River is a garden, where 
flourish in profusion the choicest products of the farm. There 
are valleys scattered over the mainland and "Vancouver Island 
which aff"ord miUions of fertile acres, under a climate of match
less mildness, with a winter that is like perpetual spring. And in 
the north of the province, about the sources of the Peace River, 
stretches a region which must soon attract a great farming popu
lation. At the time of union the province had about thirty-six 
thousand inhabitants, of whom less than half were white. But 
the union brought a new era. Wealth and population at once 
leaped forward. Towns and cities sprang up as at the waving of 
an enchanter's wand. The wand that wrought this magic is the 
great railroad whose history we shaff take up in later paragraphs. 

With Canada's vast expansion came the need of a prompt settle
ment of her disputes with the neighbouring republic. This was 
gained by the Treaty of Washington. There were AHighCom-
damages for the Fenian raids to consider, — and the Seets°at 
fisheries dispute, — and the question of the naviga- "WasHmgton. 
tion of the St. Lawrence, — and British Columbia's uncertain south
ern boundary. Great Britain seized the occasion for a settle-

2B 
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ment of the "Alabama claims." A joint High Commission wa^ 
agreed upon by Great Britain and the United States. Canada 
was represented on the board by Sir John Macdonald. On Feb
ruary 27, 1871, the commissioners opened their court at Washing
ton. As might have been foreseen, Canada was the one whose 
interests had to suffer most for peace' sake. 

The Washington Treaty dealt with four points of dispute : 
( i ) the ownership of the island of San Juan ; (2) the boundaries 
Subjects dis- between Canada and Alaska; (3) the admission of 
commlŝ ^ ^̂""̂  Americans to Canada's inshore fisheries and to the 
sioners. navigation of the St. Lawrence system; (4) the 
claims of America on account of damage done to her trade by 
the Southern cruiser Alabama; and the counter-claims of Can
ada on account of the Fenian raids. The San Juan question 
has been already explained. The question of the boundary 
between British Columbia and Alaska, particularly as to the width 
of that narrow strip which, from latitude 54° 40' northward, fences 
British Columbia from the sea, was referred to arbitration. But 
the settlement, made on insufficient data, was not to prove final. 
In later years, when the discovery of gold in Alaska brought 
the usual inrush of population, it was found that some of the 
mines were on territory whose ownership was uncertain. New 
surveys became necessary, and the end is not yet. 

In regard to the fisheries dispute, an agreement was come to 
for a term of twelve years. It provided that fish and fish oil 
The Washing- ^om either country should be admitted duty free to 
ton Treaty. ^^^ markets of the other. As the Canadian fisheries 
were vastly the more valuable, it was agreed that for the privilege 
of sharing them the Americans should pay Canada a lump sum, 
the amount of which should be determined by another commis
sion. The Americans were admitted on even terms to the navi
gation of the St. Lawrence, and of the canals of the St. Lawrence 
system; while Canadians were to share in the navigation of the 
St. Clair Canal, of the rivers Yukon, Porcupine, and Stikeen in 
Alaska, and also, for twelve years, in the navigation of Lake 
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Michigan. The Americans were allowed the privilege of floating 
lumber from the Maine woods down the river St. John to the sea. 
Provision was made for the free transmission of goods in bond 
through either country. In other words, it was agreed that goods 
intended for the American market might pass through Canadian 
territory without paying toff to the Canadian custom house, and 
similarly, goods intended for the Canadian market might pass 
through American territory without being subject to American 
duties. 

The Alabama claims were referred to arbitration. The arbi
trators met at Geneva in the following year, 1872, and decided 
that Great Britain should pay the United States the sum of 
^15,500,000. This heavy award Great Britain at once paid 
over. As for Canada's Fenian claims. Great Britain insisted on 
their withdrawal, and they were therefore withdrawn. But this 
aroused such indignation in Canada, that, to quiet the storm, 
England agreed to guarantee a Canadian loan of ^£^2,500,000 
in aid of the proposed railway across the continent, and for the 
extension of our canal system. 

Thereupon Canada reluctantly accepted the treaty. By this 
treaty the Americans got practically aU they demanded 

JJ1S S3.X1 SlaC ~ 

of Canada, whffe Canada's demands were coolly thrust tion of 
' -̂  Canada, 

aside. But, as a leading French Canadian journal 
remarked, " we ought perhaps to be thankful that they asked no 
more." 

99. Provincial Affairs. — At this time arose a difficulty between 
Ontario and Quebec. When the two provinces entered Confedera
tion they had a large debt which was common to both. Dispute 
Part of this the Dominion government agreed to assume, tarioâ nd 
the balance to be divided between the two provinces. <?"*''̂ '=-
The division was left to three arbitrators, one appointed by 
Quebec, one by Ontario, and one by the Dominion government. 
But the two provinces differed so widely on the subject (a differ
ence of several millions), that the Quebec arbitrator withdrew, 
and the Quebec Legislature refused to be bound by the award of 
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the Others. The question created an angry debate in the Federal 
Pariiament, and was at length referred for settlement to the law-
courts. 

In 1871 was taken the first Dominion census. It gave Canada, 
exclusive of Mamtoba and British Columbia, a popu-

Dominfon lation of 3,433,000.^ British Columbia added thirty-
six thousand, and Manitoba eighteen thousand. 

The Maritime Provinces at this time received a stimulus in the 
opening of the European-and-North-American Railway between 
The Chicago St. John and Bangor. In October of this year the 
fi"^^- neighbouring republic was visited with the most ter
rible conflagration of modern days. The city 6i Chicago was 
aU but swallowed up in a vortex of ffame. One hundred and 
fifty thousand people were left homeless. Canada came forward 
with prompt sympathy. Old grievances were forgotten. Swift 
relief trains, laden with provisions and clothing, sped forward to 
the scene. The gift of Canada to Chicago amounted in money 
value to over a million dollars. 

In New Branswick a question came up which tested the fairness 
of the Dominion government. The Legislature of New Bruns-
The New wick passed a new school law, introducing a liberal 
Schoouiaw system of free schools, but making aU public educa-
dispute. .̂JQJJ non-sectarian. The Roman Cathohcs urged that 
their contributions to the school fund should go to the support of 
schools in which the children should receive definite instruction 
in the principles of their church. They claimed that they should 
not be taxed to support institutions which were of no use to them. 
They said they would be put to the expense of supporting schools 
of their own, while paying at the same time for the education of 
their neighbours. With most of the Protestant churches, on the 
other hand, the free school system was very popular. They were 
willing that in the schools their children should receive merely 

1 Ontario, 1,620,851; Quebec, 1,139,119; Nova Scotia, 387,800; New Brunswick, 
285,594-
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their secular education, and look for rehgious instruction to their 
homes and their Sunday-schools. When the school law was 
passed in the provincial Legislature, the minority appealed to 
the Dominion government to disallow the bill, on the ground 
that it violated certain provisions of the British North America 
Act. The government refused to disallow it, holding that the 
matter lay entirely within the powers of the provincial Legislature. 
The question was appealed to the courts, and finally to the Privy 
Councff of Great Britain, where the New Brunswick School Law 
of 1871 was declared constitutional. 

As we have seen, British Columbia had joined the Dominion on 
condition that a transcontinental raffway should be begun within 
two years of the union. In 1872, therefore. Sir John First steps 
Macdonald began to move in the matter. Capitahsts tuliding^of 
were soon interested in the scheme. Two great com- continental 
panics were formed, bidding against each other for ^^'^^^y-
the right to buffd the railway. One of these, with headquarters 
at Toronto, was called the Inter-Oceanic; the other, organized 
by Sir Hugh Allan, with headquarters at Montreal, was caUed the 
Canada-Pacific. Both companies were duly incorporated; and 
Parliament empowered the government to contract with either 
company, or with a new one, for the construction of the road. 
The terms, as to cash subsidy, land grants, privileges, and so 
forth, were laid down by Parliament, but great freedom of action 
was left to the government. 

In 1872 there came to Canada as governor-general one who 
did much to avvaken national sentiment and to endear his office 
to the people. This was the Earl of Dufferin. The ^ , .„ „ . 

'^ ^ Lord Duffenn 
same year that brought Lord Dufferin, brought news comes to 
that our Canadian riffemen at Wimbledon had de
feated the crack shots of Great Britain and captured that coveted 
trophy, the Kolapore Cup. 

The new governor-general had no sooner entered on his duties 
than he was called upon to dissolve the House. A general elec
tion was held that autumn. Sir John Macdonald's government 
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was sustained, though with a reduced majority. It met with 
reverses in Quebec, and defeat in Ontario; but in the Maritime 
Provinces its gains were so great as almost to counterbalance 
these losses. In Nova Scotia the change of feehng was most sig
nificant, as showing how thoroughly the province had accepted 
Confederation. Whereas in 1867 she had elected but one mem
ber falvourable to union, now she elected but one member in oppo
sition to the union government. Manitoba and British Columbia 
elected none but government candidates. 

100, Prince Edward Island joins the Dominion. Change of 
Government. — In the session of 1873 it was enacted by Parlia-
A motion in ment that the Dominion elections should be carried 
imperia/ ^^ by secret ballot, for the better prevention of brib-
Federation. gj.y ^^^ election riots. During this session it was 
moved by Mr. Wallace, member for Albert, that Canada should 
make an address to the Throne praying for a federation of the 
empire. The motion caffed forth some important expressions of 
sympathy, but was not pressed to a vote. Canada was not 
inclined to take up so tremendous a project; but she went on 
vigorously with the work of her own expansion. The island prov
ince of the Gulf, repenting of her reserve, now came into the 
Dominion. 

As we have seen, the most pressing question in Prince Edward 
Island, running like an angry nerve all through her history, was the 
Prince Ed- question of the ownership of the land. When she 
jotosthe^cwi- entered Confederation, the Dominion appropriated 
federation. ;^8oo,ooo for the purpose of buying out the proprie
tors. Two years later the long sore was finally healed. The land 
passed on liberal terms into the hands of those who tiffed it. This 
new member of the Dominion brought in an industrious and 
thriving population of ninety-four thousand. Canada took over 
the sinuous narrow-gauge railway which forms a sort of spinal 
column to the province, and also undertook to maintain steam
boat connection between the island and the mainland. 

The spring of 1873 was darkened by the loss of two of the most 
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eminent sons of Canada. Within a few days of each other died 
the great French Canadian statesman. Sir George 
Cartier (May 20, 1873), and the great Nova Scotian Cartierand 
orator, Joseph Howe (June i , 1873). Howe had 
been, for a month only, lieutenant-governor of his native province, 
of whose history he had made no small portion. 

What is known as the Pacific Scandal (1873) is one of the 
most striking incidents in the parhamentary history of Canada. 
It is an event of party, rather than of national signifi- The Pacific 
cance. The first mutterings of the storm were heard '̂̂ '̂*^ -̂
in April. In the beginning of the year the govemment, finding 
itself unable to decide between the claims of the Inter-Oceanic 
Railway Company and the Canada-Pacific Railway Company, and 
also unable to procure a satisfactory union between the two com
panies, chartered a new one for the work. This was incorpo
rated as the Canadian Pacific Railway Company. Its president 
was Sir Hugh Allan, the most successful capitalist and financier in 
Canada, the head of the great Allan hne of steamships and of 
many other institutions which aided the progress of the Dominion. 
The stock of the company was divided so that aU sections of the 
country, from Halifax to "Victoria, should have an interest in it. 
About five-thirteenths were held in Ontario, four-thirteenths in 
Quebec, and one-thirteenth each in Nova Scotia, New Branswick, 
Manitoba, and British Columbia. In April Mr. Huntington, mem
ber for Shefford, arose in the House and accused the government 
of having sold the charter to the Canadian Pacific Railway Com
pany in return for large sums of money received from Sir Hugh 
Allan to aid in carrying the late elections. Mr. Huntington stated 
that he had evidence to substantiate this grave charge. He 
moved for a committee to investigate it. The motion was treated 
as one of want of confidence, and voted down. But the govern
ment could not aUow itself to rest under such an accusation. A 
few days later Sir John Macdonald himself moved for a commit
tee of inquiry. A bUl was passed to enable this committee to 
examine witnesses under oath. But after it had sat for a time the 
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biU was disallowed by the Imperial Parliament, as lying beyond 
the powers of the Dominion Legislature. Thereupon the com
mittee adjourned tUl it could receive new instructions from the 
House, which had itself adjourned. 

Great party bitterness was displayed in the debates which this 
matter gave rise to. During the summer party feehng ran high. 
Important private documents, telegrams, and correspondence 
were published. The evidence was confficting, and therefore 
capable of being twisted either way to suit party ends. But as 
the government failed to clear itself instantly of the charge, it 
bore the stigma of the doubt; and the opposition rapidly gained 
strength. 

Parliament had adjourned at the end of May, to meet again 
on August 13th, not for general business, but merely to receive 
™, „ , the report of the committee, which was then to be The Macdon- ^ ' 
aid govern- printed and distributed before the next session. This 
ment resigns. 

plan had been accepted on both sides of the House. 
But when August 13th came the opposition, led by Alexander 
Mackenzie, demanded that the governor-general should not pro
rogue, but dismiss his advisers and summon a new ministry. Lord 
Dufferin, however, declared that he could not disregard the advice 
of his ministers until they were proved guilty of the charge alleged 
against them, or untff he was convinced that they no longer had 
the confidence of the people. The committee having no report 
ready, Parhament was therefore prorogued. It stiff remained open 
for the one party to cry that the government was the victim of a 
conspiracy. It stiff remained open for the other party to denounce 
two or three leading members of the Cabinet, the prime minister 
in particular, as guilty of shameless corruption. Both parties 
found basis for their views in the evidence which had found its 
way into print. The government, however, was weakened by its 
continued delays, which caused a suspicion that Sir John Macdonald 
was trying to postpone inquiry. Immediately after proroguing, a 
royal commission was appointed by Lord Dufferin to look into the 
whole matter. The commissioners were three, — Judge Polette, 
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Judge Gowan, and Ex-Judge Day, chancellor of McGill Univer
sity. Mr. Huntington refused to appear before this tribunal. An 
immense quantity of evidence was gathered, but the commission
ers reported by merely citing this evidence, without expressing any 
opinion as to the guUt or innocence of the govemment. Parlia
ment met again on October 23, and the commissioners' report 
was at once laid before it by Macdonald. A furious debate fol
lowed. From the ministerial bench on the one side, the opposi
tion benches on the other, the great party champions crossed 
swords in ffaming controversy. Meanwhile the govemment major
ity daily grew less. At length Macdonald saw that when the ques
tion came to a vote the vote would be against him. To avoid 
this, which would be equivalent to a verdict of "guilty," the 
Macdonald ministry resigned. Alexander Mackenzie, as leader of 
the opposition, was at once summoned by Lord Dufferin to form 
a government. When the new ministers went before their con
stituents for reelection they were almost all returned without a 
contest, so demoralized were their opponents. Owing to the man
ner in which the Liberals had come into power, Mackenzie was in 
haste to receive the verdict of the people. With the opening of 
the new year (1874) the House was dissolved, and writs issued 
for a general election. This resulted in an overwhelming victory 
for the Liberals, the people thus declaring their belief in the 
charges brought against the old ministry. 

Mackenzie now found himself with a majority of over eighty at 
his back. Among the new members was no less a personage than 
Louis Riel, who had been elected for the district of Provencher 
in Manitoba. Riel was a fugitive from justice, with The Macken-
an indictment for murder hanging over him. But menfsu™' 
secretly he came to Ottawa, secretiy he took the oath |?^t*major-
and signed the roll, secretly he withdrew to await the ^^• 
results. He had not long to wait. In a very few days a motion 
to expel him from the House was carried by a sweeping majority. 
In the following year, being again elected for Provencher, he was 
again expelled. At this time, however, it was decreed that after 
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five years of banishment the amnesty which had been extended to 
the rest of the rebels should be extended also to Riel and his 
so-called adjutant, Lepine. 

During the excitement of the previous year, the Canadian 
Pacific Railway Company had thrown up its charter, and the una

voidable delay in commencing the road had caused 
with British deep discontent in British Columbia. This discon-
Columbia. , , , , , 

tent was changed to anger and alarm at the acces
sion of a ministry whose members had opposed the scheme of 
a transcontinental railway. These feelings were not aUayed by 
the first words of the new prime minister on the subject. He 
declared in a speech at Sarnia that while the spirit of the agree
ment with British Columbia would be carried out, the letter of it 
would not and could not be. He brought in a bill providing for 
the early construction of parts of the road, leaving other parts to 
be built as the finances of the country would admit. British 
Columbia pressed firmly for her rights, and finally sent a delegation 
to England to lay the matter before the Throne. Lord Carnarvon, 
the colonial secretary, offered to act as arbitrator between the 
province and the Dominion, and both agreed to abide by his de
cision. What were known as the " Carnarvon Terms" provided 
among other things that a waggon road and telegraph hne should 
be constructed at once along the route to be followed by the rail
way ; that a railway between Esquimault and Nanaimo on Van
couver Island should be built without delay; and that by the 
last day of December, 1890, the transcontinental hne should be 
open for traffic from the Pacific to the western end of Lake Supe
rior, where it would connect with American railways and Canadian 
steamship lines. The remainder of the line, around the north of 
Lake Superior, was to be left for construction at some future date. 
Even with this relief the Dominion government delayed the great 
work; and British Columbia grew more and more wrathful. Mr. 
Mackenzie attempted to evade the terms; and threats of secession 
grew loud by the shores of the western sea. In 1876 Lord 
Dufferin visited the province, and succeeded in soothing the just 
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anger of the people, assuring them that Canada would eventually 
fulfil her agreements, but that the government had been checked 
by unforeseen obstacles. A littie later contracts were awarded for 
certain sections of the road, surveys were pressed forward, and 
some supplies purchased. But the government was in financial 
difficulties, and British Columbia had yet some time to wait ere 
her eyes were gladdened by seeing the railway fairly under way. 

l o i . The National Policy. The Fisheries Commission. — In 
1876 the United States held at Philadelphia a great world expo
sition, known as " t h e Centennial," to celebrate the canadaatthe 
centenary of their Declaration of Independence. Mr. ^^^it^"^^-
Mackenzie was keenly alive to the importance of the occasion, and 
Canada was well represented. In educational exhibits all states 
and nations were outdone by the province of Ontario, which car
ried off the international medal for this department, and supplied 
examples to the civilized world. This was an object lesson in the 
civilization and inteffectual progress of Canada. Our frait exhibit, 
too, outstripped all rivals, and astonished the many who had 
thought of Canada as a land of semi-Arctic rigour. 

The session of 1876 was made memorable by the introduction 
of a policy which two years later was to take Canada by storm and 
carry the Liberal-Conservatives back to power. This The growth 
was what is known as the National Policy, or, more melirfor'" 
famUiarly, the N. P. It was voted down by Pariia- Protection, 
ment, with its large Liberal majority; but it caught the ear of the 
people. AU classes were growing restless under a prolonged 
depression in trade. The revenues were shrinking; there was a 
yearly increasing deficit; and men were just in the mood to 
hearken to the policy now proposed by Sir John Macdonald. The 
watchword of this pohcy was " Canada for the Canadians." Its 
principle was the fixing of such a tariff as would not only yield a 
revenue but also afford protection to national industries. The 
question which from that day to this has most agitated Canadian 
politics has been the fiscal one. The tariff" we must always have 
with us ; but whether it shaU be a tariff for revenue purposes only. 
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or one for combined revenue and protection, is a point on which 
the two great parties divide. The tendency of the Liberals, 
allowing for certain restraints, is toward out-and-out free t rade; 
while that of the Liberal-Conservatives is toward frank protection. 
Dominion Day of this year was fitly celebrated by the opening of 
that great bond between the Maritime and Upper Provinces, the 
Intercolonial Railway. 

This period which we have been considering was one of " hard 
times " for almost aU the civihzed world, a period of commercial 
The St. John panics, lack of enterprise, scarcity of money, dulness 
*'̂ *' of trade. In Canada the depression was increased 
by the blow which now fell on the busy city of St. John. On 
June 20,1877, the city was almost wiped out of existence by a fire 
second only to that of Chicago. In one night of horror, whUe 
the red, beUying curtains of the smoke enclosed the doomed city 
and her blazing ships, no less than sixteen hundred buildings were 
devoured, two hundred acres of populous streets laid waste. For 
the sufferers relief came pouring in, from every city, town, and 
village of Canada; and generous aid was rendered by the mother 
country and the sister republic. Four months later the adjoin
ing town of Portland, separated from St. John only by the width 
of a city street, suffered a hke fate. But the people set bravely 
to the task of repairing their shattered fortunes; and St. John has 
risen from her rains more stately and beautiful than before. 

The Treaty of Washington, as has been said, had provided for 
the appointment of a commission to settle the amount of com
pensation due to Canada for the use of her fisheries. The matter 
had not been pressed by Canada, as long as there was hope of a re
vival of the Reciprocity Treaty. The government had sent George 
Brown to Washington to seek such a treaty, on the basis of Canada 
giving up her fisheries claim. But reciprocity the American gov
ernment would not hear of. The Americans feared that Canada 
would gain too much by i t ; and they hoped that without it a 
feeling for annexation would spring up. 

Mr. Mackenzie now determined to assert the rights of Canada.-
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In 1877, at his urgent demand, a commission of three members 
were appointed, — one for Great Britain, one for the United States, 
and a third agreed upon by the other two. This impar-

. The Halifax 
tial arbitrator was Monsieur Delfosse, Belgian minis- fisheries 

award, 
ter to Washington. The American comniissioner was 
the Hon. E. H. Kellog. In view of the manner in which Brit
ish commissioners had so often sacrificed Canadian interests in 
order to favour America, Mr. Mackenzie insisted that the British 
commissioner in this case should be a Canadian; and Sir Alex
ander Gait was appointed to the office. The Canadian claim was 
^14,500,000 for the use of the fisheries for the whole twelve years 
designated in the Treaty of Washington, six of which had already 
passed. The American claim was that Canada had gained so 
many privileges by the Treaty of Washington that she was entitled 
to nothing in return for her fisheries. Finally, after the examina
tion of many documents and statistics, it was decided by two of 
the commissioners that the United States should pay ^5,500,000. 
The American commissioner protested, and Congress for a time 
refused to abide by the decision. At length, however, the Ameri
cans grew ashamed of their attitude. Reluctantiy, and with much 
grumbling, the Hahfax award was paid over. 

At this time a troublesome question arose in Quebec. The 
provincial government was Conservative, with a strong majority 
behind i t ; while the provincial governor was Letellier Leteiiier de 
de St. Just, a prominent Liberal. There soon came *̂-J"®t-
war between the governor and his ministry. At last the governor 
went so far as to dismiss the ministry, declaring that they had 
shghted his authority, and that they no longer had the confidence 
of the people. He summoned the leader of the opposition to 
form a new government. The Assembly, supporting the old gov
emment, passed votes of censure on the new, and refused to vote 
supplies. The governor thereupon dissolved the House, and 
called for a new election ; and the people supported his arbitrary 
act by giving a large majority to the new government. In the 
Dominion Parhament the opposition, led by Sir John Macdonald, 
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loudly demanded the removal of St. Just. But Mr. Mackenzie 
went warily in the matter. He was by no means ready to approve 
of St. Just's action, but he concluded that it was unnecessary to 
take any notice of it. In this decision he was supported by 
Parliament. In the following year, however, when Sir John Mac
donald had returned to power. Governor St. Just was removed 
from office, — but not before the colonial secretary had been 
consulted on this delicate question. 

The great political event of 1878 was a general election. The 
cry of " Canada for the Canadians " proved one to conjure with. 
The Macken- The idea of a " National Pohcy," with protection to 
men?de-°" national industries, was alluring to a people just begin-
feated. ĵ jĵ g ^^ realize their national existence. The Liberal 
party was amazed to meet with just such an utter overthrow as 
that which they had brought upon their opponents five years 
before. Mackenzie and his Cabinet resigned, and Macdonald led 
his triumphant party back to the government benches. 

That autumn Lord Dufferin left Canada, venerated and re
gretted by every one. He had visited every quarter of the 
, ,.., ^ . Dominion ; had conciliated every interest: had taught Lord Duffenn J > a 

leaves the remotest provinces to reahze and glory in their 
union. The difficult task of filling his place was con

fided to Lord Lome and his wife the Princess Louise, a daughter 
of the Queen. 

Soon after the accession of the Macdonald government the 
National Pohcy was put in force and the duties on imports greatly 
The National i '̂̂ '̂ ^^^ed. That great enterprise which had proved 
'^"l^'S,- u .. so disastrous to the Liberal-Conservatives in 187^ established. ' J 

again engaged their concern. The Mackenzie min
istry had determined to build the Canadian Pacific Railway 
as a government work. At the time of their resignation the 
Pembina branch, and some other sections of the road, were under 
construction. The new ministry reverted to their old pohcy, and 
in 1880 handed the work over to a company. This company was 
chieffy made up of Montreal capitalists, and was known as the 
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Canadian Pacific Railway Syndicate. Of the terms on which the 
syndicate undertook the work, and of the vigour with which they 
carried it to an unparaUeled success, we shall read in another 
chapter. 

The second Dominion census was held in 1881. It showed a 
population of 4,324,810.^ A portion of the gain was due to the 
admission of Prince Edward Island. The most re-

. . The second 
markable increase was in Manitoba and the North- Dominion 

census, 
west, where immigration had brought up the total 
population to 122,400. An increase for the whole Dominion of 
over eight hundred thousand in ten years was not rapid, but it 
represented substantial growth. It was entirely made up of choice 
material, and was accompanied by an immensely greater increase 
in wealth. It owed nothing to pauper immigration, and con
tained none of the refuse of older countries. 

1 Quebec, 1,359,027; Ontario, 1,924,228; Nova Scotia, 440,572; New Brunswick, 
321,233; Prince Edward Island, 108,891; Manitoba, 65,954; British Columbia, 
49,459; North-west Territory, 55,446. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

SECTIONS : — 102, CAUSES LEADING TO THE SASKATCHEWAN 

REBELLION. 103, THE SASKATCHEWAN REBELLION. 104, THE 

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY. 

102. Causes leading to the Saskatchewan Rebellion. — As we 
have seen, the suppression of Riel's rebellion and the organization 
of Manitoba were the signal for an inffux of immigration. The 
new province received an Assembly of twenty-four members, and 
a Legislative Council of seven members. This latter body was 
soon abolished, and one House now serves the legislative needs 
of Manitoba. In this she foUows the example of Ontario. 

When the rebeUion was put down, many of the half-breeds were 
unwilling to submit to the new authority. Sullenly they withdrew 

to the further west, seeking a fuller freedom along the 
Growth of ' o o 
the North- shores of the Saskatchewan. In their place came the 
west. ^ • 1 , • • 

Ontario and other eastem pioneers, journeying around 
by the south of the Lakes and through Minnesota as far as Ameri
can railways could carry them. Then their long canvas-covered 
emigrant waggons had four hundred miles to crawl through the 
black mud of the prairie trails, ere they found themselves on those 
exhaustless wheat-lands which their industry was soon to make 
famous. The land was granted on the most liberal terms, one 
hundred and sixty acres free to every homesteader, and as many 
more at a merely nominal price. The immigration from Europe 
was chieffy of northern stock, — Scandinavian, British, German, and 
Icelandic. These latter began to come in 1875, and have found in 
our North-west a far more congenial soil and clime than those of 
their Arctic island. In the previous year came an interesting band 

384 
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of pioneers, the Mennonites of southern Russia. These people 
were originally Germans. They formed a sect akin in rehgious 
views to the Quakers, and distinguished by the practice of commu
nism. For their peace principles they had left Germany and fled to 
Russia. When military service was there demanded of them, they 
took refuge in our North-west, where their doctrines are not inter
fered with. They numbered nearly six thousand when they came ; 
and their thrift and industry have made their settlement one of 
the most prosperous in the province. In their footsteps, as to a 
land of promise whose ramour has gone abroad, have flocked 
Scotch " Crofters " from their loved but barren highlands, and 
found on the prairies Highland names and Highland faces to 
welcome them. A few refugees from Poland, a few adventurous 
Hungarians, have also found their way into the North-west; and 
many French Canadians, having left their native Quebec for the 
factory towns of New England, have sought again the Maple Leaf 
Land and made themselves new homes in Manitoba. 

.A.U this immigration was by no means confined to the new 
province. It spread westward and north-westward. It sought 
the vaUey of the Saskatchewan, whither the angry half-
breeds had already shown the way. It sought the chewandis-
Bow and Belly rivers, even to the foot-hiUs of the 
Rockies. It sought the Athabasca and the Peace, and wondered 
at the mild skies overhanging these northern floods. For the 
governing of these vast domains, the region was divided into two 
districts. The western district retained the name of the North
west Territory, and was given a governor and council of its own. 
The eastern section was called Keewatin, and was attached to the 
jurisdiction of Manitoba. This is stiff the country of the fur-
trader, harsh of climate, meagre of soU, but rich in fish and game. 
To protect the settlers, enforce the laws, prevent the seffing of 
whiskey to the Indians, and keep these latter in order, a body 
known as the North-west Alounted Pohce was estabhshed. It 
constitutes a httle standing army in the North-west, and has 
earned a splendid reputation for efficiency. 
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A few years later the growth of the North-west Territory seemed 
to caff for a further division. In 1882 fr was cut up into the dis
tricts of Assiniboia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Athabasca. These 
districts, however, remained under one territorial government as 
before. This government has its headquarters at Regina, in the 
district of Assiniboia. 

But the peaceful growth of the North-west was doomed to a 
rude interruption. The turbulence which had convulsed Mani

toba in the hour of birth was to break out with two-
The half- , . ^ , 
breeds and fold violence on the Saskatchewan, and to give Canada 
Indians 
averse to that most binding of baptisms, a baptism in the blood 
settlement. . , ,^, , • , , 1 , 0 1 , 

of her sons. The causes which led to the Saskatche
wan rebeUion, sometimes known as Riel's Second Rising, are not 
far to seek. Both Indians and half-breeds were growing yearly 
more discontented, as the herds of bison, on which they had so 
long relied for support, vanished before the rising wave of settle
ment. Of old the bison had traversed the plains in such myriads 
that the land would be blackened to the horizon with their ftirry 
and roffing forms. Indians and half-breeds, mounted on their 
active ponies, unterrified by the tossing horns and savage eyes, 
would hang like wasps to the skirts of the herd, shooting down 
their victims tiff night stayed the slaughter. The beef thus secured 
so abundantly was dried and pounded into " pemmican." The 
hides were sold to traders and whiskey smugglers, and purchased 
the means for many a wild revel. It was not to be expected that 
the primitive people of the plains should view with love the civffi-
zation which thus checked their license, or the name of Canada, 
which represented that civihzation. 

But there were other influences at work. The half-breeds who 
had stayed in Manitoba had received patents securing to them 

their grants of land. To the half-breeds on the Sas-
l^anting katchewan these patents had not been issued, though 
to the half- they had more than once petitioned for them. As 

long as they were without their patents, or title-deeds, 
they dreaded lest their lands should be snatched from them by 
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speculators, of whom the North-west was fuff. The land question 
has always been one in which men were quick to draw sword; 
and the excitement of the M^tis, or half-breeds, gradually rose to 
the boiling-point as the Dominion govemment, too busy or too 
indifferent, continued to hold back the patents. Further, there 
was a general dissatisfaction, in some degree shared by the new 
settiers, over the absence of representation and the autocratic 
powers of the governor. 

As the anger grew, aff unheeded at Ottawa, the half-breeds 
turned their eyes toward Riel, who dwelt in exile in Montana. 
That he was powerful they were convinced, for had 
not his rebellion gained the Manitoba half-breeds the to lead the 
land-titles which they wanted; and had not the gov
ernment been afraid to punish him for the execution of Scott? 
They prayed him to come over and help them. His time of 
banishment having passed, the old agitator lent an ear to the 
appeal. At first his counsels were moderate. The memory of 
his ancient failure and its consequences stood grimly before his 
eyes. He organized petitions from the inhabitants of the North
west. He went to work in a constitutional way ; agitating indeed, 
but only, it seemed, as might any. loyal pohtician. At the same 
time, as his influence over the half-breeds deepened, as his power 
spread abroad over the Indians on their scattered reserves, a 
muttering of secession was heard. Once more the fanatic was 
letting himself be carried away by his vanity. Once more the 
dreams of a madman were inflaming his brain. He began to caU 
himself the Liberator. He claimed a divine mission; and spoke 
confidently of bringing the whole of the North-west under his sway. 
The priests, when they saw that Riel meant violence, threw all 
their influence against him, but he retorted by declaring his 
authority in spiritual matters higher than theirs; and so enslaved 
were the half-breeds by his eloquence that they hstened to him, 
and turned a deaf ear to their Church. People who knew the 
territories took alarm; but to the older provinces aU suggestion of 
danger seemed like an idle tale or party clap-trap. As the spring 
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of 1885 drew near, anxiety deepened on the Saskatchewan. The 
Indians began to leave their reserves. The half-breeds were 
gathering at Batoche, where Riel had his headquarters. In March 
the citizens of Prince Albert organized a volunteer battahon, and 
put their town in a position of defence. Then came the fight at 
Duck Lake. Over Canada flashed the news that Canadian troops 
had been attacked by rebels in the North-west, and beaten back 
with loss. The Saskatchewan rebeUion had begun. 

103. The Saskatchewan Rebellion. — Had the rebeUion been 
a rising of the half-breeds only, there would have been no great 
cause for alarm. Brave and skilful fighters as these men were to 
prove themselves, they were comparatively few in number. But the 
The Indians real perff of the crisis lay in the Indians. Of these there 
and Riel. .̂ ^gj.̂  perhaps thirty-five thousand scattered over Mani
toba and the North-west. Most of these, notably the great tribes 
of the Crees and the Ojibways, were disposed to be friendly to 
the white men. But they were under a lot of petty chiefs, some 
true, some treacherous; and all were more or less restless owing 
to the scarcity of food. Further west, towards the Rockies, were 
the warlike Blackfeet tribes, under a redoubtable old chief named 
Crow-foot. With all these tribes Riel had been tampering. He 
told them he would drive the Canadians out of the country and 
set up a new rule, under which, if they would help him, the 
Indians should see a return of their old prosperity. Some of 
the chiefs turned a deaf ear to these blandishments, because they 
realized that the government at Ottawa could reach out a long 
and terrible arm. Others, however, were inclined to go on the 
war-path, and only awaited the encouragement of a rebel success. 
Among these, the most prominent was a turbulent chief named 
Big Bear, who later became infamous for the Frog Lake massacre. 
He had but lately and reluctantly signed the treaty with the gov
emment, and betaken himself, with his band, to the reserves of 
the North Saskatchewan. He acted as Riel's agent among the 
tribes; and on the first outbreak of hostihties he hastened to 
draw the knife. Another Indian prominent in the rising was 
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Poundmaker, a Cree chieftain of great ability, and more humane 
than his fellows, who had always been regarded as friendly to the 
whites. It is by no means certain, indeed, that Poundmaker 
would have taken any part had he not been first attacked. But 
the threat that hung over the North-west was that of fire and the 
scalping-knife in every little defenceless settlement, in every 
sohtary cabin, — it was all the nameless horrors of an Indian 
war. 

Throughout March events ripened swiftly. In scattered posts 
the stores were seized, and lonely settlers were robbed of arms and 
ammunition. On March i8th Riel, who had heard Rieiinopen 
a ramour that Great Britain was on the verge of a '̂ '̂'̂ Uion. 
war with Russia, boldly threw off" the mask. In the village of 
Batoche, the centre of extensive M6tis settlements, he assumed 
authority and proclaimed his mission. There were a few loyal 
Canadians settied in the village, and these he at once arrested. 
Having superseded the priests, he took the village church for a 
storehouse, and afterwards for a prison. He organized a council, 
sent out scouting parties to capture supphes, and consigned his 
military affairs to one Gabriel Dumont, a brave and skilful buffalo 
hunter whom he made his adjutant-general. The first object 
of Dumont's attention was the little village of Duck Lake, or 
Stobart. 

The two great rivers known as the North Branch and South 
Branch of the Saskatchewan ffow together at the Forks, and then 
roll their united current to Lake Winnipeg. For more The fight at 
than a hundred mUes above the Forks the two streams '°'^^^'^^^^-
run nearly paraffel to each other, at a distance of twenty or thirty 
miles. On the North Branch, some thirty miles west of the 
Forks, stood the thriving httie town of Prince Albert, the centre 
of the white population. Fifty miles above Prince Albert stood 
Carieton, a fortified post of the Mounted Pohce, with half-a-dozen 
houses grouped about it. On the South Branch, twenty mffes 
straight across country from Carieton, lay Batoche, and between 
them the settiement of Duck Lake, a handful of smaff log-houses. 
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Here were stored provisions, arms, and ammunition, which the half-
breeds went out to seize. It happened about the same time that 
Major Crozier, the officer in command at Carleton, sent a smaU 
party in sleighs on the same errand. He had heard of Riel's 
doings at Batoche and hoped to prevent the supplies from falling 
into rebel hands. As this party approached Duck Lake they 
found the half-breeds already in possession, and were turned back 
by Dumont with threats and indignities. This was on the 26th of 
March. They hastened back to Carleton; and at once a stronger 
force, consisting of eighty Mounted Police and Prince Albert 
"Volunteers, was despatched to avenge the insult. A little way 
from the village they were stopped by Dumont. During the par
ley that foUowed, the half-breeds began occupying the bushes 
on both sides of the road. Our troops at once spread out to 
keep themselves from being surrounded, and in a moment the 
firing had begun. It was sharp bush-fighting, and was maintained 
for nearly an hour. Our men, however, were ill-placed, being on 
lower ground, and they were heavily outnumbered by the foe. 
Seeing himself at such a disadvantage, Crozier ordered a retreat. 
The men ffung theinselves on to their horses or into their sleighs, 
pausing only to snatch up their wounded, and fled from that cul-
de-sac where every bush blazed death. The Canadian loss was 
twelve killed and seven wounded. The skirmish had the effect 
of awakening the white settlers to their peril, and convincing 
them of the powers of the half-breeds. It' brought many Indians 
out upon the war-path, and exalted the fame of Riel. But at the 
same time it sealed the arch-rebel's doom ; for it lighted a fire in 
the older provinces which only his blood could quench. 

At the first news of Riel's rising, a smaff force had been sent 
from Winnipeg to help the Mounted Pohce. This detachment 

consisted of the 90th Riffes, and a portion of the 
troops start Winnipeg Field Battery. When the grim tidings of 

Duck Lake thrffled over the wires, the call of the 
government for troops met an instant response. All over Canada 
the volunteers sprang to arms. Within three days of the news,. 
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Canadian troops from Quebec, Montreal, Kingston, Toronto, and 
the martial " Midlands" of Ontario were on their way to the 
front. The leadership of the North-west campaign was in the 
hands of General Middleton, commander-in-chief of the Cana
dian forces. The troops were carried to within two or three 
hundred miles of the scene of revolt by the Canadian Pacific 
Railway, then approaching completion. There were long gaps in 
the road, over which our raw battalions marched with an indiffer
ence to hardship which won the praise of their veteran leader. 
By April 9th the Toronto troops, consisting of C Company 
Canadian Regulars, the Queen's Own Riffes, the Royal Grena
diers, the Governor-General's Foot Guards, and the company of 
cavalry known as the Governor-General's Body Guard, had 
marched to Qu'Appelle, where the Winnipeg contingent was 
awaiting them. Here, as the nearest point on the railway to 
the rebel centre at Batoche, Middleton estabhshed his base of 
operations. 

Meanwhile the rebellion was spreading all up the North 
Saskatchewan valley. It threatened three main points, — Prince 
Albert, the town of Battleford at the mouth of Battle ^^ ^. , 

' The chief 
River, and the settlement about Fort Pitt, between points 

' threatened. 
Battleford and Edmonton. Prince Albert, in hourly 
dread of a half-breed advance from Batoche, had a garrison of 
Mounted Police and "Volunteers behind its improvised ramparts of 
cordwood. Battleford was threatened by hungry bands of Stony 
and Cree warriors, whose nominal chief, however, the famous 
Poundmaker, kept strictly to his reserve, some thirty mffes dis
tant, and professed to lend no aid or countenance to the maraud
ers. The town was in two divisions, the Old Town on a low ffat 
lying south of Battie River, and the New Town on a shoulder of 
elevated prairie between this rain and the Saskatchewan. In the 
New Town, within and around the fort, clustered the terrified 
townsfolk, while the savages looted and burned at wiU on the 
other side of the river. Closer to the fort they dared not come, 
having a wholesome awe of its one little cannon. The position of 
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the settiers was desperate. The telegraph wires being cut, they 
were shut off" utterly from the world, and knew not how general 
was the Indian rising, or how soon the savages might come 
down upon them in force. An Indian instructor and a lonely 
ranchman, far out on one of the trails, were murdered in cold 
blood. 

But the crudest tragedy of the whole rising took place near 
Fort Pitt. Just beyond the fort was Big Bear's reserve; and 

beyond the reserve the little settlement of Frog Lake, 
The Frog ^ . 
Lake mas- in a recess of the Moose Hills. On April 2nd a 
sacre. 

Strong party of Big Bear's braves, under a chief called 
Travelling Spirit, came to Frog Lake. After parleying awhile 
with Quinn, the Indian agent, they disarmed the handful of 
settlers, on pretence of avoiding a quarrel. Suddenly, and with
out warning, the now helpless settlers were shot down wherever 
they stood. Two heroic priests. Father Fafard and Father Mar-
chand, were butchered while striving to defend their ffocks. A 
few Wood Crees and half-breeds who were present tried to pre
vent the atrocity, but in vain. They succeeded in saving one 
man, the Hudson Bay Company's agent; and the half-breeds 
gave Big Bear their horses to ransom the women who had 
been captured. These women, with some prisoners afterwards 
taken by Big Bear, owed their lives to the Wood Crees and half-
breeds, who protected them and treated them with kindness. 
After the massacre the bodies of the victims were mutilated, and 
then thrown into the wrecked houses to burn; and the Indians 
feasted and danced for three days on the scene of outrage. 

From Frog Lake they moved against Fort Pitt. This post, 
called by courtesy a fort, was but a few log-houses arranged in 

a hollow square, with no ramparts more formidable 
than an old raff fence. It stood on a plot of meadow 

close to the river. To guard its valuable stores against Big Bear 
and his three hundred braves, there stood but twenty-three red-
coated troopers. Their leader was Francis Dickens, a son of the 
great novelist. In a stockaded fort this handful of men, skilled 
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in arms, disciphned, fearless, might have defied even the odds 
that now confronted them. But their position was untenable. 
Nevertheless, so great was the dread in which the Mounted Pohce 
were held, that Big Bear was unwilling to attack. His warriors, 
though drunk with blood, held off; and he offered the garrison 
freedom and safety if they would give up the stores and go. The 
reply of Commander'Dickens was a curt refusal; and the red
skins rushed yelhng to the assault. After a hot fight they were 
beaten back, and held at bay for a time. But at last Dickens saw 
the case was hopeless. Destroying the arms, ammunition, and 
food stored in the fort, he led out his dauntless little company, 
and made good his retreat down the river. 

As we have seen, there were three points to be reached by the 
army of rescue. Middleton divided his force into three columns. 
The western column, under General Strange, was sent 

' " ' The Cana-
forward to Calgary, thence to march northward to dian troops 

advance in 
Edmonton and operate against Big Bear. Strange's three 

columns, 
force, numbering between five and six hundred, was 
made up of the 95th (Quebec) Battalion, the 92nd (Winnipeg), 
with a company of Rangers and some Mounted Pohce. The 
middle column, under Colonel Otter, began its overland march 
from ^wift Current on the South Saskatchewan. It was made 
up of the Queen's Own Riffes (Toronto), half of C Company 
(Canadian Regulars), B Battery (Canadian Regulars), the Ottawa 
Foot Guards, and fifty Mounted Police. Its strength was 
about the same as that of Strange's column, and the task com
mitted to it was the rehef of Battleford. The main or eastern 
column, charged with the rehef of Prince Albert and the subjuga
tion of Batoche, was retained by Middleton under his own com
mand. It was nearly one thousand strong, and consisted of the 
loth Royal Grenadiers (Toronto), the 90th (Winnipeg), the 
Midland Battalion (Ontario), the Winnipeg Field Battery, A 
Battery (Canadian Regulars), half of C Company (Canadian 
Regulars), Boulton's Horse, French's Scouts, and one gathng gun 
under command of an .American officer. Captain Howard. 
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From Qu'Appeffe, Middleton led the greater part of his forces 
across country toward Batoche. The Midlanders, with the gathng 
Middieton's and supplies, were sent to Swift Current, there to take 
column. ĵ̂ g steamer Northcote and descend the Saskatchewan 

to a junction with the main column at Clark's Crossing. The 
two hundred miles' march from Qu'Appeffe, through the woody 
covers of the Touchwood Hills and over the toilsome morasses of 
the great Salt Plain, was safely accomplished. Then, after wait
ing in vain at Clark's Crossing for the heavily-laden Northcote, 
delayed in the shallows, Middleton moved cautiously toward 
Batoche. He advanced in two columns, one on each side of 
the river. On April 24th he came suddenly on the rebel lines, 
strongly posted in the ravine of Fish Creek. 

The fight at Fish Creek began about nine in the morning. 
The country through which our troops marched was high prairie 
Battle at sprinkled with sad-coloured groves of poplar. It was 
Fish Creek. drained by precipitous ravines, called coulees, from 
twenty to thirty feet in depth, and running at aU angles to the 
river. Fish Creek was a small stream, but its ravine, marked with 
a dense growth of cotton-woods and gray willows, was wide and 
tortuous. Under the brink of the steep, Dumont had ranged his 
rifle-pits and posted a strong force. As our right-hand column 
came within fire it broke into cheers, and spread rapidly across 
the hostile front. Company C was first in the fight, and then the 
Winnipeg 90th, whose dark uniforms and dashing courage were 
soon to make them known as the " Black Devils." The men, 
never before within range of an enemy's buffets, bore themselves 
admirably. They exposed themselves with rash valour to their 
unseen enemies, and their loss was heavy. Middleton rode up 
and down his lines as if on parade, a plain target to Riel's sharp
shooters. He got a bullet through his cap. About ten o'clock 
the rebels gathered their strength and strove desperately to turn 
our right flank. Here the Canadian loss was heaviest, but after 
a sharp straggle the assault was hurled back. At last our battery 
got the range of some of the rifle-pits and covers, and sffenced 
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their fire. The troops on the other side of the river, furious at 
being cut off" from the fight, were making frantic haste to get 
across in the one scow available as a ferry. As each squad landed 
it rushed forward into the struggle; but while yet the greater 
number were on the other side, Middleton ordered a general 
advance, supported by the guns of Battery A. The half-breeds, 
after a stubborn resistance, feff back to another ravine a mile dis
tant. They had held in check for five hours a greatly superior 
force, and so impressed General Middleton with their fighting 
qualities that he encamped where he was, unwffhng to advance 
upon Batoche before the arrival of the Midlanders and the 
gathng. 

The relief of Battleford had been accomplished by Colonel 
Otter's column, after a remarkably rapid march across the two hun
dred mffes intervening between Swift Current and the cut Knife 
North Saskatchewan. But unhappily it was thought '̂̂ ^̂ '̂ • 
well that Poundmaker should be chastised, though the depredations 
at Battleford were almost certainly due to other Indians than his. 
The sagacious Cree chieftain, with some three hundred warriors, 
was on his own reserve, about thirty-five miles away, when Colonel 
Otter led his expedition out of Battleford. The force amounted 
to about three hundred men, including a strong body of Battle
ford Riffes who were hungry for vengeance on the redskins. The 
start was made on the afternoon of May ist. On the morning of 
the 2nd, as the sky reddened with dawn, the column plunged into 
a deep guUy, crossed the icy current of Cut Knife Creek, and 
began to chmb the slope of Cut Knife HiU. Just then the scouts 
who had reached the crest of the hiU were seen faffing back and 
taking cover. The troops dashed forward. In a moment the 
Indians opened fire in front and on both sides. In another mo
ment they had closed in on the rear. Cut Knife Hill was a trap, 
and the Canadian troops had walked into it. But there was no 
sign of panic. The men kept their heads and fought steadily, 
while the artiffery knocked over the distant wigwams, and drove 
the enemy from one cover to another. The Indians rushed boldly 
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on the guns, and were with difficulty repelled. AU through the 
long morning the Canadians fought under that encirchng fusillade, 
tiU Otter, seeing the uselessness of further sacrifice, decided on a 
retreat. The way was cleared by a charge of the Battleford Rifles, 
and under cover of the guns the column was withdrawn across the 
creek. The retreat on Battleford was not molested. The affair 
of Cut Knife Hill was one in which our troops bore themselves 
like veterans in the face of defeat. But the laurels of it were aU 
for Poundmaker, who had outgeneralled his opponents, fought a 
splendid fight in defence of his wigwams, and spared his foes in 
retreat when he might have cut them to pieces. 

One week after the defeat of Cut Knife HiU began the three 
days' battle of Batoche's Ferry, which practically ended the rebel-
Batoche's I'on (May 9th). Soon after the arrival of the North-

®"̂ ' cote with her reinforcements Middleton broke camp 
at Fish Creek and advanced warily on the rebel stronghold. The 
Northcote, barricaded with timbers to play the part of a gunboat, 
was sent down the river to attack the enemy in the rear. Early 
on the morning of the 9th the Northcote's whistle was heard 
opposite Batoche, and at the signal our batteries opened fire. 
Some empty houses were knocked to splinters. Suddenly the 
rebels rose as it were out of the ground and poured in a wither
ing voffey. Our advance had come unawares upon the first 
hne of riffe-pits. The whole face of the country was furrowed 
with ravines and honeycombed with trenches. The advance 
was staggered, the line wavered; but the plucky American, 
Captain Howard, thrust forward with his gatiing and played it 
with such deadly effect over the pits that the rebels dared not 
charge. The critical moment passed. Then the red hnes set
tled down to steady fighting; but those few moments had made 
Howard the hero of the day, and where the angry screech of his 
gatiing rang out across the din it stirred the troops like a trumpet. 
AU day the fighting went on among the bewildering ravines. It 
was painfully manifest that the half-breeds were not only good 
soldiers but well captained. By evening Middleton had gained 
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not one riffe-pit. The Northcote, after signalling the fight to 
open, had with difficulty saved herself from capture, and with 
riddled sides and demohshed smoke-stack had escaped down 
stream. Our force encamped in hollow square on the battle
field, protected by a rade zareba of brushwood and waggons. All 
night the rebels kept up a harassing fire, and under the shrffling of 
rifle-baUs the men slept littie. At dawn they opened out to the 
attack, but the whole day's fighting resulted in no advance. The 
artillery fire worked havoc in the enemy's more exposed trenches, 
but not a foot did the resolute half-breeds yield. Middleton 
would not risk a charge on the deadly riffe-pits ; and when night 
fell the troops encamped where they had lain the night before. 
But the men by this time were getting restless under the long 
restraint, and when fight began on the morning of the n t h they 
were hard to hold in. They pressed close to the pits, firing 
heavily, and toward noon the rebel fire slackened. At last 
Colonels "Van Straubenzie, WiUiams, and Grassett called the 
general's attention to the temper of the men and in vain begged 
permission to charge. Middleton was loth to sacrifice the men 
who would surely faU among the riffe-pits. But on Thursday, 
early in the afternoon, as the troops pressed eagerly forward, the 
officers aff at once gave them their head. With cheer on cheer 
the angry battalions broke into a run. The gallant Alidlanders, 
under Wiffiams, were first among the riffe-pits; but Grassett's 
Royal Grenadiers had the centre to storm, and carried it with a 
resistless rush. On the right the rebels scattered like rabbits from 
the trenches before the dark onslaught of the 90th. The pits were 
cleared, the ravines swept clean, and the rebels streamed back 
through the village. By four o'clock the battle was won. Batoche 
was taken ; Riel and Dumont were fugitives ; the insurrection was 
crushed at its heart. A few days later Riel found himself a 
prisoner in his own headquarters. 

There remained little more to do but to go on to Battleford 
and arrest the now submissive Poundmaker, who resolutely averred 
that he had done no wrong. The western column, under Gen-
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eral Strange, had overawed the Indians around Edmonton, and 
prevented a rising there ; but it did not come in contact with Big 

Bear till May 27th. On this date Strange attacked 
General . . . _ _ . 

Strange at the warlike savage in a strong position near I' ort Pitt, 
and was repulsed. Two days later, however, a small 

portion of his force, under Major Steele, infficted a sharp defeat 
on the Indians. Big Bear's prisoners were rescued and his band 
driven away to the north. Early in July they came back in a 
most submissive mood, Big Bear gave himself up, and the whole 
tribe was disarmed. This meant peace aU over the North-west, 
and on July 5 th the troops started for home. 

The troops actually in the field, besides those which have been 
already named, were the York and Simcoe Battalion, the 7th 
The troops London Fusiliers, the Montreal Garrison ArtiUery, the 
engaged. ^^j^ "Voltigeurs of Quebec, the Quebec Cavalry School 
Corps, the Halifax Provisional Battalion, and the 92nd Winnipeg 
Light Infantry. These corps, though not brought under fire, did 
garrison duty at various threatened points, where, but for their 
presence, rebellion would doubtless have burst forth. New Bruns
wick and Prince Edward Island were not called on till later in the 
straggle, but when the call came they responded with prompt 
enthusiasm. The New Branswick Battalion was on its way to the 
field when it was stopped by news that Batoche had faffen, and 
that there was nothing left for it to do. 

That same summer Riel was tried for treason at Regina. The 
trial created intense interest throughout the Dominion, and on 
Execution of both sides were engaged some of the ablest lawyers of 
^^*' Canada. A strong plea was made for Riel on the 
ground of insanity, a plea which the prisoner himself repudiated 
with scorn. He was found guffty and sentenced to death. In 
September the sentence was carried out, and the unhappy half-
breed paid the penalty of his crimes. Along with him were exe
cuted eight Indians who had been concerned in the Frog Lake 
massacre. A few others most deeply implicated in the rising 
were sentenced to varying terms of imprisonment. But Gabriel 
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Dumont, preeminent for his bravery as for his guilt, evaded pun
ishment by escaping across the border. To such a degree had the 
daring half-breed won the respect of his opponents, that his escape 
was not greatly regretted. 

The results that followed from the straggle were far-reaching. 
Whffe the rebellion was yet in progress, the Dominion government 
appointed commissioners to settle the claims of the Results of the 
half-breeds. It was not long before patents were is- '̂ «''eiiio°-
sued, and the aggrieved settiers secured in the possession of their 
lands. In the foUowing year the districts of the North-west re
ceived the benefit of representation at Ottawa, — one member for 
Alberta, one for Saskatchewan, and two for the more populous 
Assiniboia. The rebeUion turned men's eyes upon the North-west, 
and with the opening of the Canadian Pacific Railway came a 
swift increase of population. The numbers of the Mounted Police 
were increased from three hundred to one thousand. In Parha
ment a storm was raised over the execution of Riel, which seemed 
for a time to threaten rain to the Macdonald govemment. The 
old race-cry, unhappffy, was raised in Quebec, and many of the 
French Conservatives, or bleus} went over to the other side, 
because the government had refused to commute the rebel's sen
tence. Their desertion was more than made up by the unex
pected support of a number of English Liberals. It must not be 
supposed, however, that the French Canadians were at all united in 
condemning the execution of Riel. Out of the fifty-three French 
members who voted on the question, twenty-five voted in support 
of the government. Quebec was not so much at odds with her 
sister provinces in this matter as it has been made to appear. 
Perhaps, when all is said, the most permanent result of the rebel-
hon was the widening and deepening of our national sentiment. 
In the fight for unity, Canadians from all corners of the Dominion 
fought shoulder to shoulder, learned to honour each other as brave 
men, learned to love each other as comrades. In this quarrel 

1 In Quebec the Liberals are called Rouges or " Reds," and the Conservatives 
Bleus or " Blues." 
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ffowed Canadian blood, and the members of the Confederation 
were drawn together more indissolubly than before. 

104. The Canadian Pacific Railway.—The Canadian Pacific 
Railway is an enterprise so essentially national and so imperial in 

its importance, that its completion caffs for treatment 
The Canadian r > r 

Pacific Rail- in a section by itself As we have seen, the vast 
western expansion of Canada and her access to the 

riches of the Orient were made to hinge upon the building of this 
railway. It constituted a question upon which governments arose 
and fell. The needs which called it into existence were national, 
not commercial; but true to the maxim that trade follows the 
ffag, where it went it created a commerce to which its services 
were necessary. The engine's whistle peoples the wilderness. Of 
all material bonds holding Confederation together it has proved 
the most tangible. It has interwoven the hfe, trade, interests, 
and sentiments of the older provinces with those of the new. It 
has brought the wheat-fields of Manitoba and Saskatchewan, the 
ranches of Alberta, to the markets of east and west. It has 
opened the resources and needs of half a continent to the capital 
and the manufactures of those communities by the sea where 
Canadian life had birth. Though it has grown to be an inde
pendent institution, it was the creation of Canada herself; and it 
has stimulated a healthy national pride by proving that Canada 
could carry to success an enterprise more colossal than any other 
people so smaff and poor had ever dared to dream of. It is no 
exaggeration to say that the daring conception and swift execution 
of this scheme astonished the world, and won Canada a fame that 
generations of slow progress might not have earned. To the 
empire our great railway was a new strength, a new pledge of 
unity. To the imperial station at Hahfax was added an imperial 
station at Esquimalt; and with the Intercolonial and the Canadian 
Pacific forming a direct path between them, there opened a 
shorter and safer route from Great Britain to Australia. Thus, 
with the Suez Canal on one side and Canada's Highway on the 
other, was completed the imperial girdle around the world. It is 
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no longer possible for imperial statesmen to question supercffi-
ously, as they have done, the importance of Canada to the empire. 

As we have seen, the govemment in 1880 had handed over the 
task of building the Canadian Pacific Railway, together with seven 
hundred and twelve miles of road already completed, 

,. rr., , 1 o , . ,. The building 
to a syndicate. I he heads of this syndicate were of the rail-
Mr. George Stephen, a merchant of Montreal, who 
afterwards became Lord Mount Stephen, and Mr. Donald Smith, 
a distinguished official of the Hudson Bay Company, who has 
since been knighted for his services to Canada. The terms 
on which the syndicate took up the work were as follows: 
The raffway to be completed from Montreal to Port Moody 
by 1891; the company to receive as subsidies ;^25,000,000 and 
twenty-five mfflion acres of land in blocks alternating with gov
ernment blocks along the railway; the company to receive all 
land required for stations and workshops, with aff the sections 
of the railway built and being built by the government, valued 
at $30,000,000; the company to have the privilege of import
ing duty free the materials for the road, and to be exempt 
from taxation for twenty years; no competing lines to be built 
in the North-west, south of the Canadian Pacific and connecting 
with American hnes, for a space of twenty years. Besides 
these grants and privileges, Canada further aided the company 
from time to time with liberal loans and guarantees while the line 
was under construction. Burrard Inlet was presently substituted 
for Port Moody as the Pacific terminus. The work was pushed 
with such extraordinary vigour that it was completed in half the 
time agreed upon. Construction went on from both ends at once. 
In November of 1885 the two sections, which had been crawling 
toward each other from the St. Lawrence and the Pacific, came 
together at the little station of Craigellachie, beside the Eagle 
River, in the Rockies. Sir Donald Smith drove the last spike to 
unite them. .And thus was fulfiUed the ancient dream of a North
west passage to Cathay. 

The total length of the main line, from Montreal to the Pacific, 
2D 
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was twenty-nine hundred and nine mffes; and its extension tO' 
Quebec, where it joined our other national highway, the Inter
colonial, made it three thousand and twenty-five mffes. It has 
since extended feeders in every direction, tapping the northern 

centres of American trade, and reaching the Mari-
time Provinces at St. John by a direct line from 

Montreal. It has also estabhshed hnes of fast steamships 
on the Pacific Ocean, connecting "Vancouver with Japan, Hong-
Kong, and Australia, and vastly shortening the distance between 
Europe and the East. At the terminus on Burrard Inlet has 
sprung up as if by magic the busy city of Vancouver. In 1885 
the site of "Vancouver was an impenetrable forest of the giant 
Douglas pines. In the spring of 1886 there arose a strange 
bustling little town of wooden houses amid a chaos of huge 
stumps. In July the place was hterally blotted out of existence 
by fire. But almost whffe the ashes were yet hot began the re
building of the irrepressible city. Saw-mills were set at work 
without a roof to cover them. Now this metropolis of eight 
years has a population of sixteen thousand, with the dignity and 
substance of a long-established centre. Its handsome buffdings 
and well-paved streets cover a soil which has hardly yet for
gotten the footprints of the grizzly. But "Vancouver is not the 
only town which the great railway has created as in a breath. 
All through the mountains, all along the prairies, are strung little 
settlements growing into vUlages, viUages blossoming into towns, 
so fiUed with sanguine life that they sparkle like jewels on their 
thread of steel. And so the roaring trains of the great high-way 
may be likened to gigantic shuttles darting backwards and for
wards across the continent, and weaving into the warp of this 
northern land the bright pattern of our national life. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

SECTIONS:—105, THE FISHERIES DISPUTE AGAIN. 106, THIRD 

DOMINION CENSUS. 107, AFFAIRS IN NEWFOUNDLAND UP TO THE 

PRESENT DAY. 

105. The Fisheries Dispute again.—The two great events of 
the last decade of our history were those which we have just been 
considering ; namely, the Saskatchewan rebeffion and the comple
tion of the Canadian Pacific Railway. Other events there have 
been of interest and importance, but none filling so 

1 • -KT • , 1 Canadian 
large a page in our history. Not without deep mean- boatmen on 
• , , , • , . , / , the Nile, 

ing to the whole empire, however, is the fact that 
when General Sir Garnet Wolseley, in 1884, was despatched up the 
Nile with an army to relieve Khartoum and rescue Gordon from 
the Soudan rebels, he took with him five hundred Canadian boat
men to help him through the storied barrier of the Cataracts. He 
had not forgotten the skill and daring shown by the Canadian 
troops when he was leading the Red River Expedition through 
the wilderness beyond Lake Superior. The head of this Cana
dian contingent, which went to fight in the sands of Egypt the 
battles of the empire, was Colonel F. C. Denison, of Ontario. 
The idea of imperial unity was now springing into active hfe, as 
was plainly shown by the presence not only of Canadian but also 
of Australian troops under the imperial banners in Egypt. 

Those years of Canadian expansion, 1885 and 1886, saw, how
ever, what seemed like a backward movement in Nova Scotia. 
That province had asked for a larger cash subsidy from the 
Dominion, basing her demand on these grounds, among others: 

•403 
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that she had not received terms as favourable as those granted to 
certain other provinces; that her financial position was not as 

good as it had been before the union; that her reve-
Repealagita- ° • rr • r ^t c 
tion in Nova nues were insufficient for the purposes of government 

and internal improvement; that the Dominion gov
ernment had taken over a large mileage of provincial railroad 
without sufficient compensation to the province; and that her 
contributions to the Dominion treasury, through custom duties 
collected in her ports by Dominion officials, were greatly out of 
proportion to her receipts from the Dominion. The Dominion 
government having refused the demand, the Nova Scotia Legis
lature passed a resolution favouring the secession of the Maritime 
Provinces from Confederation and the estabhshment of a Maritime 
Union. In case of New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island 
proving unfriendly to this scheme, the resolution proposed the 
secession of Nova Scotia alone,, and her return to the status 
which she occupied before Confederation. A month later the 
provincial elections were held, and the secession government was 
supported by a very large majority. The real foundation of this 
outburst, of course, was a revival of the old wrath at the manner 
in which Nova Scotia had been taken into the Dominion without 
being properly consulted in regard to so vital a change in her 
constitution. New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, how
ever, would have nothing to do with this secession scheme; and 
the island of Cape Breton, strongly Confederate in sentiment, 
began a movement to secede from Nova Scotia and set up as a 
separate province of the Dominion. It is not to be supposed, 
however, that the secession cry was expected to lead to any such 
extreme step as separation. It was rather a most urgent form of 
protest against the Dominion's refusal of better terms. When, 
in the very next year, the Dominion elections were held. Nova 
Scotia returned a large majority in support of the Confederation 
party. A better understanding was presently brought about between 
Ottawa and Halifax; and the repeal cry was let slip into oblivion. 

As the reader will call to mind, the clauses of the Washington 
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Treaty relating to the fisheries had settled the matter only 
for twelve years, after which either the United States or Canada 
was to be free to terminate the agreement with two 

T ,,0 , T-r • , r, , The fisheries 

years notice. In 1883 the United States gave this dispute 
notice, and the agreement under which the two coun
tries had got on so harmoniously came to an end in the early 
summer of 1885. The Americans did this because, said they, 
the privilege of fishing in Canadian waters was not worth the 
price they had been made to pay for it by the Halifax fisheries 
award. Canadian fish were at once shut out by a high duty from 
American markets. At the same time American fishing-vessels 
began a system of dehberate trespassing on Canadian waters. 
The provisions of the treaty of 1818, known as the Convention 
of London, now came again into force. These prohibited the 
Americans from taking, drying, or curing fish within three miles 
of the British North American coast, certain very hmited portions 
of Newfoundland, Labrador, and the Magdalen Islands excepted. 
There were other sharp restrictions imposed by the treaty of 
1818. But Canada hesitated to assert her rights in the matter; 
and, in the hope of reaching a new and fair agreement with the 
United States, she gave the Americans freely, for the rest of the 
season, the valuable privileges for which they had refused to 
make any return. But the Americans were inexorable. Congress 
would not make a new treaty or accept an International Com
mission. There was nothing left for Canada to do but enforce 
her rights. A ffeet of armed cruisers was fitted out to patrol the 
fisheries. A number of New England vessels, caught poaching 
on Canadian waters or evading the Canadian customs regulations, 
were seized, and heavy fines infficted upon them. The New 
England fishermen, choosing to regard this action as one of war, 
were clamorous in their wrath. Threats of reprisal were loudly 
uttered, and even the govemment, forgetting that Canada was 
but doing police duty on her own property, talked of cutting off 
all trade intercourse with the Dominion. But wiser counsels pre
vailed; and in the year 1887 an International Commission was 
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appointed to clear up the dispute. The commission consisted of 
Hon. Joseph Chamberlain, Sir Sackviffe West, and Sfr Charles 
Tupper for Great Britain; Secretary of State Bayard, Mr. W. L. 
Putnam, and Doctor James B. AngeU for the United States. They 
met at Washington towards the end of the year. The agreement 
reached by the commissioners was rejected by Congress; and 
the matter was allowed to lapse into its former dangerous posi
tion (1888). 

The year 1887 was made memorable by two important con
ferences. One, known as the Imperial Conference, was held at 

London. Attended by delegates from Great Britain 
imperial Con- •' ° . , , • 
ference and and all her self-governing colonies, and discussing 
Interprovin- ° , , , • • , 1 

ciai Confer- matters of concern to the whole empire, it marked a 
step toward the conscious unity of Greater Britain. 

Canada was represented at this conference by Sir Alexander 
CampbeU and Mr. Sandford Fleming. The other gathering, gen
erally known as the Interprovincial Conference, met at Quebec. 
It was made up of the leaders of the governments of those prov
inces wherein the reins of power were held by the Liberal party. 
These provinces were Quebec, Ontario, Nova Scotia, New Bruns
wick, and Manitoba. Prince Edward Island and British Colum
bia, being ruled by Conservative governments, were not repre
sented. The purpose of the conference was to seek a revision of 
the British North America Act. It represented chieffy the views 
of those who desire to increase the powers of the provinces and 
diminish the powers of the central government. It was the old 
dispute of Provincial versus Federal rights. The resolutions 
passed by this conference looked toward a number of radical 
changes in the Constitution of Canada. One of the most signifi
cant of these was the proposed transfer of the power of disallowing 
provincial acts from the Dominion to the Imperial government. 
No action, however, has thus far grown out of the resolutions of 
the conference. That there should arise some friction, from 
time to time, between the central government and those of the 
various provinces, was inevitable. It has arisen chieffy from the 
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disallowance of provincial acts by the central government. But 
Canada has reason to congratulate herself that the diff"erences 
have been so few, and have been settled with so much forbearance 
on both sides. 

In this year the right was conceded to Canada of negotiating 
her own commercial treaties with foreign powers. It was pro
vided that when such a treaty was to be made, nego- Canada gains 
tiations should be conducted by the British minister negotfate*" 
and the Canadian envoy, acting together and with '̂•̂ *̂̂ ^̂ -
equal powers. The beginning of this year witnessed a general 
Dominion election, in which the Macdonald government was 
again sustained. 

The year 1888 saw the rise of a new party, calhng themselves 
the Equal Rights party, which for a time seemed likely to once 
more confuse the old party lines. It took its rise in „^ 

^ •' T h e " Equal 

an act of the provincial government of Quebec, called Rights" 
the Jesuits' Estates .Act, reendowing the Jesuit Order. 
This great order had been suppressed by the Pope in 17 73, and 
their estates had consequently faUen to the Crown. Now, in com
pensation, the province granted to the Jesuits a sum of ;^400,000. 
By its opponents this act was regarded as an attack on Protes
tantism. The Dominion government was passionately urged to 
disaUow it. But Sir John Macdonald said the matter was one 
which lay quite within the powers of the provincial Legislature, 
and could not therefore be vetoed. In this judgment he was sup
ported not only by his own party but by an overwhelming majority 
of the Liberals as well. The act became law. But out of the 
Equal Rights movement grew an agitation in Manitoba, which has 
resulted in the discontinuance of French as an official language, 
and in an Act for the Abohtion of Separate Schools. 

106. Thfrd Dominion Census. — In 1891 was taken the third 
Dominion census. It showed a population of 4,833,239 for the 
whole of Canada. The population of 1881, as already Third Domin-
stated, was 4,324,810; and the smallness of the in- >°»'<̂ "̂s°s 
crease, only about a half miUion in ten years, caused a wide-spread 
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feehng of disappointment. It may be doubted, however, if there 
was much real ground for disappointment. The increase, though 
slow, had been of desirable and enduring character; and the 
increase in wealth, material comfort, and intellectual progress, as 
shown by statistics of bank deposits, trade, and education, had 
been remarkably great. The natural growth of the older prov
inces had been to some extent drawn off" to people the fertile and 
expectant wilderness of the North-west. It has become the habit 
to judge the progress of a country by its growth in population; 
but possibly a sounder measure of its development may be found 
in the growth of means, morals, and culture. 

In this year the government dissolved the House and appealed 
again to the country. The result, after a party struggle of unusual 
^ .̂. .: „• heat, was a victory for the Conservatives. The great Death of Sir ' -' ° 
John Mac- statesman who had so long guided the destinies of 
donald. ^ 1 , , 

Canada was now old and worn with effort. The arduous 
struggle bore too heavily upon him, and in the hour of his triumph, 
but a few weeks after the people had once more testified their 
confidence at the polls, he took his exit from the stage which his 
genius had made conspicuous. Memorable years for Canada had 
been those of his rule, years in which she had learned to lift her 
head among the nations. When Sir John Macdonald died, on 
June 6, 1891, parties and factions hushed their strife to unite in 
honouring the memory of one who had done so much for his 
country. 

One year later (April 17, 1892), died the Hon. Alexander 
Mackenzie, the great Liberal statesman who had proved himself 
Death of Hon Macdonald's strongest rival. He alone had been able 
Alexander to wrest the reins of power from Macdonald's hand, 
Mackenzie. ' 

and for five years to hold them against brilliant party 
assault and the unfriendliness of fate itself. The name of Mac
kenzie stands for honesty of purpose in Canadian politics. No 
statesman of Canada held more steadffy than he the respect alike 
of friend and adversary. Mackenzie had, some years before his 
death, ceased to be the leader of the Liberal party. This position 
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was occupied for a time by Hon. Edward Blake, who has since 
exchanged Canadian for imperial politics. Mr. Blake was suc
ceeded by Hon. Wilfrid Laurier, who is now leader of the Lib
erals. On the death of Sir John Macdonald, Sir John Abbott 
succeeded to the premiership. After less than a year of office he 
resigned on account of ill health, and died a year later. He was 
succeeded in the same year (1892) by Sir John S. D. Thompson. 

All this time a quarrel with the Americans over the seal-fisheries 
of Bering Sea was growing sharper with each season. This trouble 
had begun in the west as far back as 1886, when some The Bering 
Canadian sealers were seized by the Americans. The ^*^ dispute. 
Americans made the astonishing claim that the whole of Bering 
Sea within sixty miles of the Alaska coast was a territorial water 
of their own. As the phrase goes, they declared this vast water a 
7nare clausum, or " closed sea." A glance at the map will show 
the colossal audacity of this pretension. At the same time strife 
was waxing hot in the east over the cod, herring, and mackerel 
fisheries. As we have already seen, the Atlantic coast-waters were 
acknowledged as the exclusive possession of the country which 
they washed, to a distance of three marine miles from shore. This 
was a long-established principle of international law. The Cana
dians claimed that in the case of waters like the Bay of Fundy 
and Bay Chaleur, whose coasts were exclusively Canadian, the 
line of the " three-mUe limit" should run from headland to head
land across the mouth. The Americans, with striking incon
sistency, resisted this claim with vigour, and protested that the 
"three-mile limit" should be taken to follow all the windings of 
the shore. A decisive judgment in the Bering Sea controversy 
was not obtained tiU 1893. Canadian seahng-vessels were seized 
and confiscated in 1887 and 1889. Several times there was 
danger of armed collision. 

At last the United States agreed to Great Britain's proposal 
that the matter should be submitted to arbitration. The Bering 
Sea Court of Arbitration met in Paris on April 4, 1893, and 
sat till the middle of August. The arbitrators were Lord Han-



4 I O A HISTORY OF CANADA. 

nen and Sir John Thompson, prime minister of Canada, on be
half of Great Britain; Judge Harian and Senator Morgan on 

behalf of the United States; Marquis "Visconti "Venosta, 
Seaarbitra- of Italy; Mr. Gregora W. Gram, of Sweden; and 

Baron de Courcel, of Belgium, who presided. The 
agent for Great Britain and Canada was Mr. Charles Hibbert 
Tupper, since knighted for his services in the arbitration. The 
agent for the United States was General J. W. Foster, ex-secretary 
of state. Both sides were supported by the ablest legal counsel. 
The decision of the arbitrators was favourable to Great Britain and 
Canada. The American claims to jurisdiction over Bering Sea, to 
property rights in the seals visiting the coast and islands of Alaska, 
and to the rights of seizing vessels found trespassing on these 
alleged rights, were all firmly rejected by the Court of Arbitration. 
At the same time a series of regulations was drawn up for the 
better protection of the seal fisheries ; and both Great Britain and 
the United States were required to join in enforcing them. By 
these regulations a close season was established, making it unlaw
ful to kiff seals from May ist to July 21st. The use of firearms in 
sealing was prohibited, and there were other regulations equally 
strict. In compensation for the unlawful seizure of Canadian 
seahng-vessels, the United States was condemned to pay the 
owners a sum of ^500,000. The decree of the Court of Arbitra
tion was accepted by the United States with extreme ill-grace, and 
Congress has hitherto refused to pay the damages awarded to the 
injured sealers. At the time of writing, in 1895, the matter is 
still unsettled. 

In 1893 the Liberal party held a great convention at Ottawa. 
Among the fifteen hundred delegates were the premiers of Ontario, 
The Liberal Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward 
Convention, j^j^j^j ^ j ^ ^ chairman. Sir Ohver Mowat, laid stress 
on the loyalty and national feeling of the party, and explained that 
while better trade relations with the United States were to be 
earnestly sought, they were not to be sought at any sacrifice of 
our national honour or any perff to our national existence. The 
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convention passed a series of resolutions which formulated the 
pohcy of the Liberal party and expressed confidence in the leader
ship of Mr. Laurier. 

In February of this year was signed a treaty with France, under 
which France and Canada made each other certain important con
cessions. These related to the tariff, and were designed to encour
age trade between the two countries. Another important event 
was the exploration of some three thousand miles of unknown 
regions in the North-west, by members of the Geological Survey 
of Canada. The exploring party was led by Mr. J. B. Tyrrell, 
and brought back definite knowledge of the country about Lake 
Athabasca and Chesterfield Inlet. It gives one some conception 
of the vast extent of our country, when we read of the discovery 
of a river nine hundred miles long, the existence of which had 
never been guessed. 

At the World's Fair, or Columbian Exposition, held at Chicago 
in 1893, Canada made a showing of even more conspicuous brff-
liancy than at the Centennial, carrying off no fewer canadaatthe 
than twenty-three hundred and forty-seven awards. ^"^''^'^ ^̂ '̂•• 
The departments in which she was most successful were those of 
agriculture, live stock, transportation, and the liberal arts. Among 
educational exhibits Ontario kept up the splendid reputation which 
she had earned in 1876 ; but she was closely foffowed by Quebec, 
Nova Scotia, and the North-west Territories. 

In the early summer of 1894 British Columbia was visited by 
devastating ffoods. Swollen by unwonted rain in the mountains, 
her rivers roared in terrific volume down their wild ^, ^ . 

Floods in 
canons, and covered the lower lands with ruin. In 5'l^ish 

' Columbia, 

the settled regions about the Fraser whole villages 
were swept away, and railway communication was cut off" by the 
wrecking of the bridges. The loss of hfe and property was a 
serious blow to so small a population. 

For significance to Canada and the empire, the chief event of 
1894 was perhaps the Colonial Conference, to which allusion has 
been already made. This conference met at Ottawa in July. It 
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was presided over by the Eari of Jersey, who attended as the rep
resentative of Great Britain. There were delegates from Canada,. 
The Colonial New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South Aus-
conference. ^-^2X12., Tasmania, New Zealand, and South Africa. The 
objects of the conference were the encouragement of intercourse, 
the development of trade, and the promotion of sympathy be
tween the various members of the empire. In a word, the unity 
of Greater Britain was the end in view. Among the results of the 
conference wiff probably be closer trade relations, the speedy con
struction of a submarine cable system between Canada, Australia, 
and New Zealand, and the establishment of a fast steamship 
service between Canada and England. The view obtained by 
Australasian delegates of the progress made by Canada since 
Confederation cannot faff to hasten the day of Australasian union. 

On the 12th day of December, 1894, Canada was shocked by 
the sudden death of her premier. Sir John Thompson. He died 

whffe visiting Her Majesty at Windsor. He was at 
Death of Sir ° •' •' 
johnThomp- the height of his fame, secure in the trust of his 

country and the approbation of the empire. The 
high honour of membership in the Imperial Privy Council had 
just been conferred upon him. One of the great cruisers of 
Her Majesty's ffeet, the Blenheim, was commissioned to bear his 
body back to Canada, and the embarkation was accompanied 
by a solemn ceremonial of mourning. The Blenheim steamed 
across the ocean to Halifax; and there in his native city, from the 
Cathedral of St. Mary, the majestic state funeral took place on the 
2nd day of January, 1895. 

107. Affafrs in Newfoundland up to the Present Day. — The 
most prominent feature of Newfoundland history during the last 

few years has been the French shore grievance. As 
shore dis- we have seen, by the treaty of 1783 France was se-
putes. J • , • , 

cured in the rights of taking, curing, and drying fish, 
and erecting huts and stages for such purpose, along the whole 
western coast of Newfoundland, from Cape Ray northward, and 
down the eastern coast as far as Cape St. John. There were other 
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privffeges, too, such as exemption from duties, which gave their 
fishermen overwhelming advantage. The British government had 
undertaken that its subjects should in no way interfere with the 
French fishermen in the exercise of their rights. The French 
held that any settiement along this portion of the coast, the estab
lishment of any industries, would be an interference. As a con
sequence, the mildest and most fertUe parts of the island were 
left for nearly a hundred years a desert. The colonists had always 
fretted under the French restrictions. As population and enter
prise grew in the colony, squatters settied on the forbidden shore, 
where they lived without law, as no jurisdiction could be exerted 
by the provincial government. Protest after protest went up 
from the province, but Great Britain would not suffer the rights of 
France to be encroached upon. These rights France interpreted 
entirely to her own advantage, and asserted with severity. At 
last, in 1877, the French shore was brought within the pale of 
civihzation by the establishment of law-courts and custom houses ; 
but the restrictions on industry and settlement remained in fuff 
force. In 1878 a railway was authorized by the Legislature to 
run across the island, from St. John's to St. George's Bay, openfrig 
up the rich vaUeys of the Exploits and Gander rivers.^ But 
St. George's Bay was a part of the French shore, and therefore 
the British government refused its sanction to the railway. Raff-
ways and internal development being a manifest necessity to the 
island, a road was then planned from St. John's northward to 
HaU's Bay on the east coast, the centre of the copper-mining dis
trict. The first soil of this first Newfoundland railway was turned 
in August, 1881. At length, in 1882, through the efforts of Sir 
William Whiteway, then provincial premier, the Imperial govern
ment consented to allow the issue of mining hcenses and land 

1 In connection with this proposed railway a charter was granted to the "Amer
ican and European Short Line Railway Company," which was organized to run a 
line across the island from east to west, a fast ferry across the Gulf to Cape North 
in Cape Breton, and a line thence to connect with the Intercolonial system. Fast 
steamers were to run from the eastern terminus to Liverpool, thus giving the 
shortest possible passage between Great Britain and the New World. 
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grants on the French shore, and the district received representa
tion in the Provincial Legislature. But the hand of France was 
felt everywhere and coffision was frequent. In 1875 an agree
ment between England and France was signed at Paris. The 
provincial government refused to accept it, but their protests were 
not heeded, and the agreement was enforced by British and French 
naval forces. The inhabitants of the French shore live under 
fetters, as it were. Almost any effort they may make, almost any 
enterprise they may engage upon, is likely to be taken as an 
encroachment upon French rights. The growth of nearly half the 
island is strangled to suit the convenience of a foreign power. 
The resentment of the Islanders grows yearly more bitter. In 
the season of 1889 the attitude of the settlers grew so threatening, 
the quarrels between the French and native fishermen so angry, 
that the commander of a French cruiser in St. George's Bay 
declared he would bombard the settlement and massacre the 
inhabitants if the blood of one Frenchman were spilt. In 1890 
it was claimed that the authority of the island officials was superior 
on the island to that of any British official. The right of British 
naval officers to interfere with the native fishermen in the interest 
of the French was denied. For such interference, as an iUegal 
transgression of the rights of British subjects. Admiral Walker was 
tried and condemned in the Newfoundland courts. The Imperial 
government thereupon asserted its authority sharply, and admin
istered a severe rebuke to the province. One of the most dan
gerous effects of all this has been a weakening of the sentiment 
of loyalty toward England. If Newfoundland were now to enter 
Confederation, Canada would find herself confronted with a grave 
problem in the French shore difficulty. It is a problem too 
perilous and too pressing to be left much longer unsettled. 

The course of the Imperial government in supporting French 
claims, overriding the acts of the provincial Legislature, and 
ordering naval officers to perform police duties against Newfound
land citizens, stirred up a fierce resentment at St. John's. The 
local government turned toward the United States for sympathy, 
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and there arose an idle but noisy talk of annexation. One of 
the members of the govemment, Hon. Robert Bond, was sent to 
Washington to discuss, with the aid of the British Newfound-
minister, the question of trade relations between New- ^ t e T * *''* 
foundland and the United States. The astute Blaine ^'^'^^• 
was then secretary of state. He rejected the proposals of the 
British minister and the Newfoundland envoy, but submitted a 
counter proposal which Mr. Bond accepted. This trade conven
tion, though far more advantageous to the Americans than to 
Newfoundland, proved acceptable to the Newfoundland govern
ment in the temper then paramount (1890). But certain of its 
terms were extremely unjust to Canada, and at the request of the 
Canadian government Great Britain refused her sanction to the 
so-caffed Blaine-Bond Treaty. The indignation of the Ancient 
Colony against Great Britain was now in part turned against 
Canada. It was intolerable, fumed the Islanders, that Canada 
should be allowed to interfere. "Valuable fishing privffeges, secured 
to Canada's fishermen by many pledges, and in return for gen
erous concessions, were suddenly refused on any terms, while to 
Americans they were granted as a free gift. After vain protest, 
Canada imposed a duty on Newfoundland fish, as a shght measure 
of retaliation. The iU-feeling between the two countries, however, 
soon died away, and hostile acts were recalled on both sides. 
Since that day conferences have been held between the Canadian 
and Newfoundland governments on the subject of Confederation; 
but they have not as yet borne frait. The masses stiU view the 
idea of union with alarm, and associate it with the threat of in
creased taxation. 

An event which did much for peace between -the Dominion and 
the Ancient Colony was the terrible fire which, in the summer of 
1892, overwhelmed the city of St. John's. This was The greatest 
the third, and most destructive, by which the city has fi^es'of^st^^ 
been scourged. The conffagration began among the J""̂ "'̂ -
crowded wooden buildings by the water, and before a favouring 
wind it spread with appalhng swiftness. Men delaying to save 
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their property barely escaped with their lives. Stone waffs shriv-
eUed like leaves in the intense heat. The main portion of the city 
was swept out of existence. The greater portion of the population 
was left homeless and penniless. In the hour of trouble, however, 
Canada came to the rescue, with ready sympathy and generous 
hands. Towns and cities vied with one another in the munifi
cence of their gifts. The Americans gave also ; but their contri
butions were smaff compared with those of Canada. There 
followed a sudden growth of good-wiU toward Canadians, a swift 
forgetfulness of petty enmities. 

The development of Newfoundland's resources has gone on but 
slowly during the past four or five years, owing to the financial 

difficulties of the province. In 1893 were held the 
Thefinan- . . ^ . 
ciai disasters provincial elections, in which Sir William Whiteway's 

government was sustained. But in the following year 
the Whiteway ministry lost the confidence of the House, and a 
new administration was formed under Mr. Goodridge. The life 
of this administration was short. In 1895 the island was swept 
by a wave of financial rain, which also swept the Goodridge 
ministry from power. The banks feU with a crash which shattered 
the proudest fortunes in the colony. Great mercantUe houses of 
St. John's chased each other into bankruptcy. The Savings Bank 
closed its doors. There was no money to buy food. The people 
were starving. Again, as at the time of the great fire, help fiowed 
in from abroad ; but financially the province was prostrate. Pro
posals of Confederation were made to Canada by the Whiteway 
government, now returned to power; but the terms offered by 
Canada, though generous, were rejected by the island. At 
present the government is striving, by painful economy and the 
aid of an Enghsh loan, to hft the province out of its despair. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

SECTIONS: — loB, INTELLECTUAL PROGRESS. 109, MATERIAL 

PROGRESS, no , PRESENT CONDITIONS; AND THE OUTLOOK. 

108. Intellectual Progress. — In a new country, like Canada, 
material must precede inteUectual progress. The first makes 
possible the second. In the beginnings of settlement, and for 
long afterwards, the energies of a pioneer people are absorbed 
in the conquest of the wilderness. There are fields 

^ Conditions of to be cleared ; houses to be built; roads, canals, rail- We in a new 
' > > > l a n d . 

ways, dikes to be constructed. The labour of the 
mine, the toil of the fur-trade and the fishery, these occupy the 
busy year. The hand is caffed upon rather than the brain; the 
axe is busier than the pen. There is little time to think of adorn
ing the mind, whUe yet the bear and the wolf prowl nightly about 
the cabin. But while the struggle for existence is still keen comes 
the desire for education, and schoolhouses spring up at many a 
lonely cross-road. Swiftly civilization wins, the wilderness is 
subdued, farm and vfflage thrast back the forest, the land takes 
on a new face. But the thoughts and tastes of the people are 
still altogether practical. Science is the first of inteffectual pur
suits to find favour in their eyes. It shows new ways of making 
nature yield tribute to man's needs. It arms him for fresh con
quests over earth. It teaches him to tunnel mountains, open 
mines, cut canals, and spread his shining raffs hke giant gossa
mers over the land. So comes wealth, and with wealth leisure; 
and wfth leisure the desire for things and thoughts not altogether 
concerned with bread and butter, but beautiful in themselves 

2E 417 
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and ennobling to the spirit. At this stage come literature and 
art, the choice fraits of civilization. This stage Canada has 
reached but lately. Her literature and her art, therefore, are 
only beginning. In science she has done more and gone further. 
But in education she has made the greatest progress. For this 
Canadians have cared, while yet they had to brush the sweat 
from their eyes in order to read; and as a consequence Canada 
is one of the foremost countries of the world in the matter of 
popular education. Hand in hand with education, or some
times, rather, leading it by the hand, went religion; for the 
makers of Canada, whether of French or English speech, whether 
of Cathohc or Protestant creed, were God-fearing men. In each 
new settlement, church and schoolroom usually arose at the same 
time. 

In French Canada education may be said to have gone on the 
very heels of colonization, for one object kept in view by the 
Education in founders of Quebcc was the instruction and conver-
canada. g-̂ ^̂  ^^ ^.j^^ Indians. The first school in Canada was 
at Quebec, in the early part of the seventeenth century. Its 
teachers were devoted nuns. Its pupUs were wUd Indian chil
dren, hable to run away at any moment if they got homesick for 
canoe and wigwam. In the French province free schools were 
estabhshed in 1801. In the English settiements the population 
scattered itself over wide areas, burying itself deeper in the wilds. 
The first schoolhouses of these settlements were, as a rule, rude 
cabins of logs " chinked" with moss and mud. The school-
house stood, most often, in a lonely spot and at the meeting-
place of one or more of the backwoods roads. The she was 
chosen so as to accommodate the greatest number of pupils. As 
the district gained in wealth, and chUdren became more numer
ous, a rade frame building soon took the place of the log cabin. 
Rough desks were ranged around the wall, and chffdren sat 
painfuUy dangling their legs all day from hard, high benches 
without backs. In summer there was generally no school, for 
the bigger children were kept busy on the farms. In winter the 
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walk to school was a tramp of perhaps five or six miles through 
the deep snow, in the stinging frost of early morning. In mit-
tened but aching fingers the pupils carried their bundle of worn 
school-books and their weU-fiUed dinner-basket. The open fire
place that at first warmed the schoolhouse was soon supplanted 
by a sturdy box stove, around which the benches were drawn 
close at recess and dinner hour. The gaping cracks of the 
warped board floor swaffowed many a pen, slate-pencil, and 
treasured jack-knife. The hours were painfully long, but the 
disciphne, though severe, was irregular; and the room was filled 
with a clamour of recitation, studying " out loud," and surrep
titious talk. The subjects taught were reading, writing, elemen
tary rules of arithmetic, and sometimes a little geography and 
grammar. The teachers, as a rule, were wretchedly paid and 
worse prepared. Sometimes they knew little more than their 
pupils. To eke out their subsistence they had to turn their hands 
to many an odd job outside their profession. They received a 
portion of their pay by " boarding around," as the process was 
caUed; that is, certain famUies of the district, instead of contrib
uting money to the teacher's salary, would take him to live with 
them for a certain length of time, thus paying him in board and 
lodging. As it was the poorer families that chose to pay in this 
way, the arrangement possessed few charms for the teacher. The 
contrast between the public schools of those days and our pres
ent typical pubhc schools is as sharp as the contrast between 
backwoods and boulevard. All the provinces of Canada have 
now elaborate school systems, under which the minutest details of 
public education are in the care of responsible officials. Nowa
days, in all but the poorest and remotest districts, the school-
house is at least as comfortable as the home, and generaUy better 
ventilated, better lighted, better warmed. The path of learning 
is made pleasant for young feet, and it is everywhere recognized 
that education, to be thorough, must be interesting. The hand 
that chieffy worked this change was that of Egerton Ryerson, 
who may be called the father of the Canadian pubhc school. 
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Ryerson gave Ontario a public school system second to none in 
the world, and the model thus afforded by Ontario has been 
studied with effect by the sister provinces. Three years after 
the union of Upper and Lower Canada, Ryerson was made chief 
superintendent of education. He studied the best educational 
systems of the world and borrowed freely from Europe and 
America to complete his scheme, which has ripened gradually 
to a perfection commanding everywhere the applause of practical 
educators. The public school instruction leads directly to the 
high schools and collegiate institutes, and thence to the Univer
sity of Toronto, which crowns the fair edifice. The system of 
Ontario may be taken as fairly typical, though the other prov
inces have made certain changes to suit special needs. In all 
alike the pubhc schools are supported by government and local 
grants. AU the people are taxed for school purposes, and to all 
the schools are free. Two of the provinces, Quebec and Ontario, 
allow of separate schools for Roman Catholics and Protestants. 
In the others no distinction of creed is recognized. In Ontario, 
educational matters are in the care of a department of the pro
vincial government, presided over by the minister of education. 
In the other provinces these affairs are managed by a superin
tendent and board of education, attached to the department of 
the provincial secretary. 

Our most important universities, in the order of seniority, are 
as follows: King's College, Nova Scotia (1789) ; the Univer-
Canadian sity of New Brunswick, Fredericton, New Brunswick 
universities, ( j g o o ) . McGiU College, Montreal (1813) ; Dal
housie College, Hahfax (1821) ; the University of Toronto, 
Toronto (1827) ; Acadia College, Wolfviffe, Nova Scotia (1838) ; 
Queen's Coffege, Kingston, Ontario (1841) ; "Victoria CoUege, 
formerly at Cobourg, Ontario, now at Toronto in combination 
with the University of Toronto (1841) ; Bishop's CoUege, Len-
noxviUe, Quebec (1843) ; Trinity College, Toronto (1852) ; 
Laval University, Quebec (1852) ; St. Michael's CoUege, Tor
onto (1852); the University of Mount AUison, SackviUe, New 
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Brunswick (1862) ; the Ontario Agricultural CoUege, Guelph, 
Ontario (1874) ; the University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Mani
toba (1877) ; McMaster University, Toronto (1888). There 
are other coUeges doing good work, besides a number of theo
logical and technical schools, and schools for women only. Each 
province has weU-equipped Normal Schools for the training of 
its teachers, and there are flourishing schools of agriculture in 
Quebec and Nova Scotia. Out of Canada's five miffion people, 
it is estimated that more than one million are in attendance at 
her schools and colleges. If the civilization of a country is to 
be judged from the diff'usion of knowledge among its people, 
then Canada's place must be high upon the roff. 

Canada's contribution to science is of two kinds. She has pro
duced several eminent scientists; and she has organized, under 
government direction, a thoroughly equipped geo
logical survey, which year by year adds richly to the 
world's store of scientific knowledge. Though first of all occupied 
in the national task of discovering and making known the resources 
of our own country, the work of the Canadian Geological Survey 
reaches far beyond those limits. The present director of the 
Survey is Doctor Selwyn. The first great name in Canadian 
science is that of Sir WiUiam Logan, who became the head of the 
Geological Survey in 1841. He was born in Montreal in 1798, 
and in 1856 was knighted for his services in the cause of science. 
Certain rock formations which enter largely into the stracture of 
earth's framework are known the world over as the Laurentian 
rocks. This was the name given them by Logan, who studied the 
formation among the hills of the lower St. Lawrence. Logan died 
in 1875. -̂  name perhaps even more illustrious than his, is that 
of Sir William Dawson. Born in Pictou, Nova Scotia, in 1820, 
educated at Pictou Academy and Edinburgh University, Dawson 
was made superintendent of education in his native province at 
the early age of thirty. In this post his energy and ability were 
so conspicuous that in 1855 he was made principal of McGill 
University. His most important works are the "Acadian 



422 A HISTORY 01 CANADA. 

Geology," " Fossff Men," "Origin of the Earth," and " T h e 
Chain of Life." To him we owe the discovery of the eariiest 
form of animal hfe, and to his patriotism we owe the fact that this 
first of creatures is known to the scientific world as the "Eozoon 
Canadense." Sir WUliam Dawson in 1886 was elected to the dis
tinguished office of president of the British Association for the 
Advancement of Science. The late Sir Daniel Wffson, though 
born in Edinburgh and with his reputation won before coming to 
Canada, may be claimed by Canadian science. Being made 
president of Toronto University, he identified himself completely 
with Canadian interests, and his most important contribution to 
science, the volume on " Prehistoric Man," was written after he 
became a Canadian. Among our contemporary men of science 
stands preeminent the veteran worker, Sandford Fleming, chan
cellor of Queen's University, whose patriotism and learning are 
ever pointing the way to national achievements, and his energy 
pressing them to fulfilment. He first showed the feasibility of 
the Canadian Pacific Railway, finding for it a path through the 
mountains. He has identified the name of Canada, and his 
own name, with the system of standard time which now prevails 
all over Canada and the United States, and which will in all likeli
hood be adopted by the world. His steady advocacy of a Pacific 
cable between Canada and Australasia seems now about to win the 
fruits of success. Other Canadians there are whose hands are carry
ing onward the torch of knowledge; but while they are shoulder-
to shoulder with us in contemporary emulation, their names are not 
matter for history. A later day will decide their rank and fame. 

For causes which we have already seen, literature has been a 
plant of slow growth on Canadian soil. During the larger portion 

of our history, moreover, there has been wanting that 
warmth of national sentiment without which, no matter 

how favourable other conditions may be, a great imaginative litera
ture does not spring up. In spite of obstacles, however, Canada 
has done enough to show the strong imaginative and inteUectual 
bent of her people. Her contribution to the world's literature is 
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more distinguished than that of any other colony. It is immeas
urably richer than anything that the great kindred republic to 
the south of us could boast, tiff more than half a century of 
national life had given her a population five times as numerous as 
ours. It must be remembered that the need of literary expression 
could not arise very early in a people whose energies were ab
sorbed in the struggle for life, and whose cravings for intellectual 
food had the literatures of France and England to satisfy them. 

The earliest Canadian writings are, as might be expected, in 
the French language. The father of Canada, Champlain, was his 
own historian, and his narrations may justify us in calling him the 
father of Canadian literature. In the same way we may claim 
the writings of Marc Lescarbot, the immortalizer of Port Royal, 
and of Charlevoix, whose histories of " La NouveUe France " are 
Canadian in origin and subject. With them may be mentioned 
the " Jesuit Relations," and Father Lafitau's work on the American 
Indians, which was published at Paris in 1724. All these, how
ever, must be regarded as Canadian hterature merely by courtesy. 
Those early days of Canada produced not hterature but the mate
rials of literature, — the inspiration for poets, historians, novelists, 
to come. The real beginnings of a literary spirit in Canada may 
be said to date from the triumph of Responsible Government. 
That straggle had broadened men's minds and taught them to 
think for themselves. With the consciousness of power came the 
desire for expression. Good work was done in the newspapers, 
chieffy, of course, on political questions. Patriotic poems and 
essays were written, like those of the accomplished orator and 
statesman, Joseph Howe. In Nova Scotia now arose the most 
distinguished of native Canadian writers, Thomas Chandler Hali-
burton. Haliburton was born at Annapolis in 1796. He was 
educated at King's College, Windsor, practised law, sat as a mem
ber of the provincial Legislature, and was finaUy called to the 
bench. He wrote "An Historical and Statistical Account of Nova 
Scotia," and a number of other books ; but the work on which rests 
his fame is " The Clockmaker; or Sayings and Doings of Sam 
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Shck of Slickville." The shrewd and racy utterances of the 
"Vankee clockmaker became popular at once. First published by 
Joseph Howe, in his famous newspaper the Novascotian, they 
were reprinted in England and America; and Haliburton be
came the progenitor of a brilliant line of American humorists. In 
recognition of his genius the University of Oxford conferred upon 
him the degree of D.C.L.,—after which his own Alma Mater, 
King's College, tardily accorded him a like honour. Haliburton 
became generally known by the name of his immortal creation; 
and the old Haliburton house at Windsor is cahed popularly " Sam 
Slick's place." His humour was pointed with a pungent satire 
which often touched his fellow-countrymen on the raw. Behind 
it lay the patriotic motive of arousing the provincialists to their 
splendid opportunities, and shaming them into emulation of the 
sharp and active Yankees. The effort has not been all in vain. 
At length Haliburton's fame led to the off"er of a seat in the British 
House of Commons. The offer was accepted, and in 1859 
Hahburton became member for Launceston. He died in Eng
land in 1865. 

Canadian literature, like Canadian life, may be said to flow in 
two parallel streams, in closest connection but not intermingling. 
At first the greater fruitfulness was found in the French tongue, 
but in later years this difference has vanished, and now the work 
of English Canadians is inferior neither in quality nor volume to 
that of their French kindred. In history the great work of Fran
cois Xavier Garneau, the first volume of which appeared at Que
bec in 1845, had long to wait ere Enghsh Canada could produce 
its peer. Garneau's work covers the history of Canada down to 
the union of 1841. An English translation appeared in i860. 
Other French Canadian historians of distinction are Bibaud (who 
wrote before Garneau), Ferland, and Turcotte. The Abb6 FaiUon, 
after a ten years' residence in Canada, wrote a valuable history of 
the French province. Among contemporaries whose reputation is 
secure must be named the Abb^ Casgrain and Monsieur Benja
min Suite. Of historical value, though in the form of a romance, is 
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de Gasp^'s "Les Anciens Canadiens," in which the life of French 
Canada before the Conquest is reproduced with a picturesque and 
loving touch. Among Canadian historians writing in English must 
be mentioned, besides Hahburton, another Nova Scotian who was 
educated at Windsor, namely, Robert Christie, whose " History of 
Lower Canada " was contemporary with Gameau's work. Weighty 
and authoritative is Alpheus Todd's "History of Parliamentary 
Government in England." Eminent among contemporaries is 
Doctor Kingsford, of whose monumental history eight volumes 
have appeared. It is, as far as now completed, the most com
plete history of Canada in existence. The volumes of Doctor 
J. G. Bourinot have won acceptance aff over the Enghsh-speaking 
world. Doctor Bourinot's most important work is entitled " Par
liamentary Practice and Procedure." Perhaps the most conspic
uous figure in Canadian literature at the present day is that of 
Professor Goldwin Smith, whose work is chiefly historical. Gold-
win Smith's fame was established before he came to Canada. He 
was bom in England in 1823. In 1871 he settled in Toronto. 
Some of his writings are Canadian in subject, but they are far from 
Canadian in sentiment. His style is marked by incisive vigour 
and picturesque eff"ect. His most important work is " The United 
States; an Outline of Political History," published in 1893. 

In fiction the Canadian output has not been large, until within 
the past five years. Besides Haliburton and de Gasp6, already 
mentioned, the chief names are those of James de Miffe, author 
of" Cord and Creese," the " Dodge Club," etc. ; Joseph Marmette, 
author of " Frangois de Bienville " and other historical romances ; 
and Wilham Kirby, author of " The Golden Dog." The French 
Canadian poet, Pamphile le May, has written several entertaining 
romances. In the present day a strong school of Canadian fiction 
is arising. 

The first Canadian poet of genuine gift was Octave Cr^mazie, 
who wrote in French. His lyrics are full of patriotic fervour. 
More famous than Cr^mazie is Louis Honore Frechette, whose 
poems in 1880 won for Canada the laurel wreath of the French 
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Academy. The volumes thus honoured by the highest hterary 
tribunal in France were "Les Fleurs Boreales " and "Les Oiseaux 
de Neige." Frechette was born at L^vis in 1839. Other names 
long established in French Canadian poetry are those of P. J. O. 
Chauveau and Pamphile le May. The earhest Canadian poet 
writing in Enghsh was Charles Sangster, whose metrical description 
of Canadian scenes were first published in 1856. His verse is 
full of genuine Canadian feeling. Alexander McLachlan, as far 
back as 1861, sang of life in the back settlements. The most 
important poem of pre-Confederation days, and in some respects 
perhaps the greatest piece of Canadian verse, was the drama of 
"Saul," by Charles Heavysege, published at Montreal in 1857. 
This work received commendation in England and America. 
Midway between the older men and the young writers now known 
as the Canadian School stand John Reade, Hunter Duvar, and 
Charles Mair. The former published in 1870 a book of scholarly 
and well-wrought verse, " The Prophecy of Merlin, and Other 
Poems." Hunter Duvar's chief work is a vigorous historical 
drama on the subject of Roberval. Charles Mair issued a thin 
volume, called " Dreamland," in 1868, and in 1886 a drama en
titled "Tecumseh." This thoroughly Canadian creation, full of 
sturdy patriotism, brings the author into touch with the eager 
band of young writers now winning their spurs in the literary 
arena of the world. The figures of our younger writers — poets, 
novelists, essayists, historians — are still obscured by the dust of 
struggle. They stand too near to let us judge their proportions 
accurately. They have gained a creditable standing in the eyes of 
the world ; but it is not for a contemporary to say which heads of 
them tower the highest, which names should live on the pages 
of our country's history. Suffice to say that they are helping to 
give effective form to the growing national sentiment of our people. 

In the Royal Society of Canada, science and hterature meet on 
common ground. French and English writers are drawn together 
in sympathetic emulation. The society was founded by the Mar
quis of Lome, acting with some of the most distinguished leaders 
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of thought in the Dominion. Its object was the development of 
literature and science in Canada. Its first meeting was held at 
Ottawa, in 1882, with Sir WUham Dawson as president, 

I ' J The Royal 
the Hon. P. J. O. Chauveau as vice-president. The Society of 

Canada, 
membership of the society was limited to eighty, 
divided into four sections of twenty each. Each section elects 
its own members. Section I. is devoted to French-Canadian 
Literature and History; Section II . to English-Canadian Litera
ture and History; Section III . to Mathematical, Physical, and 
Chemical Science; Section I"V. to Geological and Biological 
Science. The society holds its annual meetings in May, usually 
at Ottawa, and publishes every year a large volume of transac
tions. These volumes contain an immense amount of valuable 
matter, the result of original research in the fields of history, 
archaeology, and the various branches of science. The expense 
of their publication is covered by a government grant. 

What the Royal Society of Canada would fain do for literature 
and science, the Royal Canadian Academy seeks to do for art. 
This institution was founded by Lord Lome and the „,. „ 

-' The Royal 
Princess Louise, in 1880. Its first president was Canadian 

Academy, 
L. R. O'Brien, one of the most successful of Cana- and art in 

• 1 1 1 1 Canada, 
dian painters. Its members are distinguished by the 
title of Royal Canadian Academician, but the title of Associate 
Academician may be conferred upon others not yet admitted 
to fiiU membership. Almost aff Canadian artists of repute are 
on the rolls, either as full members or associates. Exhibitions 
have been held in various cities of Canada, but the Academy 
languishes for lack of public support. Canadian art has been 
very slow to develop, but the interest of Canada in her artists 
grows yet more slowly. In sculpture we have httle of native 
origin to show except the excellent work of Hubert, a French-
Canadian. But in painting the product is richer, and the work 
of some Canadian painters wins favour in the gafferies and mar
kets of the worid. Paul Kane, a depicter of Indian life, may be 
regarded as the pioneer of Canadian art. The names of "Verner, 
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Fraser, Sandham, Forbes, Forster, Harris, Matthews, BeU-Smith, 
Reid, Bourassa, Walker, Homer Watson, emerge into prominence 
among a large number who are doing creditable work. Which of 
them wiU win permanent fame remains to be seen. They are 
contemporaries; and therefore, though we may rightly take a 
patriotic pride in their works, it is too soon to hazard a judgment 
on their relative importance. An artist of genuine gift was the 
young Canadian, Paul Peel, who died as he stood on the thresh
old of fame, crowned with the highest approval of the Paris 
Salon. At the World's Fair at Chicago, in 1893, a number of 
Canadian artists were represented, and several prizes were won by 
Canadian pictures. Most conspicuous among these was a large 
and effective painting called " T h e Foreclosure of the Mortgage," 
by George Reid. 

There is inspiring material for Canadian artists in our land
scapes and in the romantic pages of our history; and when our 
people supply a more stimulating sympathy, and our chief cities 
awaken to the need of establishing art-galleries to advance the 
culture of their citizens, then the struggling seedhng of Canadian 
art will doubtless expand in swift and vigorous growth. 

109. Material Progress. — The first Canadian railway was 
begun in 1832. It was about fourteen miles in length, and ran 
„ ., from La Prairie on the St. Lawrence to St. John's on 
Railways. •' 

the Richelieu, thus connecting the St. Lawrence with 
the navigable waters of Lake Champlain. In 1835 ^ raffway was 
projected between Quebec and the winter port of St. Andrews, 
New Brunswick. Work was under way on this hne wh-en the Ash
burton Treaty of 1842 gave the United States a great portion of 
the territory over which the road was to run; and the enterprise 
was therefore given up. At the time of Confederation Canada 
had twenty-two hundred and fifty-eight mffes of railway. Now, 
by the returns of 1893, she has fifteen thousand and twenty 
miles in operation. Of these, fifty-seven hundred and eighty-
five belong to the Canadian Pacific system, thirty-one hundred 
and sixty-eight miles to the Grand Trunk system, and thirteen 
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hundred and eighty-four to the Intercolonial system, aff of 
which have been discussed in earher chapters. In her rail
ways Canada has nearly nine hundred millions of paid-up 
capital invested. In raffway mffeage Canada ranks seventh 
among the countries of the world, the United States coming 
first with one hundred and sixty-five thousand miles, then the 
British Empire, German Empire, France, Russian Empire, and 
Austrian Empire, in the order named. Canada has many ad
ditional railways either under construction or projected. The 
most interesting of these are the Hudson Bay Railway and the 
Chignecto Ship Railway. Of the Hudson Bay Railway some 
forty or fifty mffes are built. The line runs northward from 
Winnipeg and is intended to reach Hudson Bay either at Port 
Nelson or Port Churchill. This would give a summer outlet 
for the produce of the North-west, by water route through 
Hudson's Bay and Strait. Owing to the diminution of the earth's 
circumference as it approaches the poles, the distance between 
Liverpool and Port Nelson is much less than that between Liverpool 
and Montreal or New York. With a second transcontinental line 
from Hudson Bay up the North Saskatchewan and through the 
Peace River valley to Port Simpson, the distance between Liver
pool and Japan would be reduced by nearly two thousand miles. 
The great disadvantage of the Hudson Bay route hes in the fact 
that the season of navigation in bay and strait is brief, as a rule 
not more than three months, and the passage much obstructed by 
fogs and ice-ffoes. 

The Chignecto Ship Railway is an enterprise which has come 
to a standstiff when already nearing completion. It crosses the 
Isthmus of Chignecto, between New Brunswick and ŷgĵ ĝ .̂ ^ 
Nova Scotia, and connects the waters of the Gulf of Ship Raii-

' way. 
St. Lawrence with those of the Bay of Fundy. Its 
total length is seventeen mffes. It is designed to carry ships, of 
aff sizes up to a burden of two thousand tons, from water to water. 
At either end of the road are docks, from which ships are to be 
raised on hydraulic lifts to the level of the raffs. Secured in a 
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huge Steel cradle, the ship will be drawn across the meadows and 
through the hills by two giant locomotives, and lowered again to 
the water at her strange journey's end. It is held by the pro
moters that the ship railway will be cheaper to build and maintain 
than a canal of equal capacity. The need of a ship-way across 
the isthmus has been felt for nearly a century. If the railway 
proves a success, the problem of connection between Atlantic and 
Pacific waters may be solved by a ship railway across the Isthmus 
of Tehuantepec. Another interesting possibility is a ship railway 
from Georgian Bay to the lower waters of Lake Ontario. 

The Chignecto Ship Railway supplants the long-considered 
project of a canal between the Bay of Fundy and the Gulf of 

St. Lawrence. The canal system of Canada is one of 
Canals. 

great extent and importance. The first Canadian 
canal was that at Lachine, nine mffes long, begun in 1821 and 
completed in three years. Then came the great enterprise of 
vanquishing Niagara Faffs and opening connection between Lakes 
Erie and Ontario. This was accomplished by the Welland Canal, 
inseparably connected with which is the name of its dauntless 
promoter, William H. Merritt. The first Welland Canal, a shal
low way with but four feet of water in the locks, was open in 1829. 
Now the canal has an available depth of fourteen feet. Its 
length is twenty-seven mUes. These canals are a part of the 
chief canal system of Canada, that of the St. Lawrence, which 
renders available twenty-two hundred and sixty miles of inland 
waterway. The most capacious canal of the system is that 
which overcomes the Falls of Ste. Marie, between Lakes Huron 
and Superior. The volume of freight passing between these 
lakes in one summer is greater than that passing through the Suez 
Canal in the whole year. The depth of water in the Canadian 
Canal (there is also an American canal at Ste. Marie) is twenty-
two feet. The vast lock is nine hundred feet in length, by 
sixty in width. Certain other canals of the St. Lawrence sys
tem have a depth of but nine feet. It is now proposed to 
deepen the whole system to twenty feet, thus admitting large 
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ocean ships to the head of Lake Superior. These canals are 
open to Americans on the same terms as to Canadians. Other 
important canal systems of Canada are the Rideau and Ottawa, 
giving Ottawa free water communication with Montreal and King
ston ; and the Richeheu and Lake Champlain system, connecting 
Montreal with New York by way of the Hudson River. Of in
terest, too, is the St. Peter's Canal, giving access from the Atlantic 
to the Bras d'Or Lakes which open up the heart of Cape 
Breton. As long ago as 1837 it was proposed to constract a 
canal between the Bay of Quints and Georgian Bay, utilizing the 
Trent River and a number of the lakes which he along the in
tended route. The whole distance is two hundred and thirty-five 
mffes, of which one hundred and fifty are already available for 
small vessels. In view of the great and rapidly growing traffic of 
the upper lakes, the project has lately been revived and may 
before long be carried out. The effect of deep water canals 
either between Erie and Ontario or between Ontario and Huron, 
and also around the various rapids of the St. Lawrence, would 
be to make the cities of the lakes practicaffy maritime ports. 

Canada is a great maritime nation. After the fur-trade, the 
first native Canadian industry was the building of ships in which 
to gather the rich harvest of our fisheries. The sea- „^. . 

. Shipping, 

board provinces have a coast line serried with bays, 
and estuaries, and secure little havens. Everywhere at hand stood 
the timber, and the lure of the fisheries was ever present. Each 
smaff port and creek-mouth came to have its ship-yard. The men 
had in their blood the seafaring instinct of their ancestors; and 
soon our keels were furrowing every sea. In 1723 ship-building 
was an established industry with us, that year seeing the construc
tion of two men-of-war and six merchant ships. The device on 
New Branswick's shield is a ship. Our daring sailors carried their 
lumber and their fish around the world, and brought many a snug 
fortune home to their native viUages. Canada attained, not long 
after Confederation, the rank of the fourth ship-owning country 
of the world. Her coasts are studded with light-houses, fog-
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horns, and like safeguards to the mariner. In 1893 the registered 
ships of the world numbered thirty-two thousand nine hundred 
and twenty-eight; of this number seventy-one hundred and thir
teen were Canadian, or nearly one-fourth of the whole. The 
first vessel successfully propelled by steam was Robert Fulton's 
invention, the Clermont, which ran on the Hudson in 1807 ; and 
only two years later a steamboat was ranning on the St. Law
rence. The first steamship to cross the Atlantic was a Canadian 
vessel, the Royal William, built at Quebec in 1831, and supplied 
with machinery by Montreal. Canadian in its origin was the first 
successful line of ocean steamers, the great Cunard Line, which 
was begun in 1840. Its founder and head was Samuel Cunard, of 
Halifax, afterwards made a baronet. It started with a fleet of four 
steamers plying between Liverpool, Hahfax, and Boston. The first 
distinctively Canadian ocean steamers, however, were those of the 
Allan Line, founded by Hugh Allan, plying between Liverpool 
and Quebec in summer, Liverpool and Halifax in winter. The 
first ship of this line was the Canadian, built in 1853. Allan's 
genius and indomitable energy carried the enterprise to success 
through myriad obstacles, and won him the honour of knighthood. 
Now Canada has steamship lines on both oceans and on aff her 
great inland waters. She has fifteen hundred and thirty-eight 
steamers on her own registry, with many more which have been 
transferred to the British registry. The great maritime achieve
ment of Canada's immediate future bids fair to be the inaugu
ration of a line of large and swift Atlantic steamers, equal to the 
best of those running out of New York, which will cut down 
the ocean passage by way of the Canadian route to only four 
days. Of late years the conditions of shipping and ship-building 
have greatly changed. All over the world the sail is giving way 
to the screw, wooden ships to those of iron and steel; but Canada, 
with her vast resources in iron, coal, and nickel, may count upon 
as great maritime progress under the new conditions as under 
the old. 

The chief of aff the industries of Canada is agriculture. Our 
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soff and climate enable us to produce the best food grains of the 
world, the best apples, the best potatoes, wfth live-stock and 
dairy produce inferior to none. Half our population 
depends upon agriculture for a livelihood, and our ^""^ '"^' 
shipping depends upon agriculture for more than half its freights. 
Canada is already one of the great wheat exporters of the world, 
though but a smaU proportion of her wheat-lands has yet been 
brought under cultivation. She may reasonably look to become 
the chief of all wheat countries. 

The wealth of our soil is not only in its food products but in its 
minerals. Our tremendous and varied mineral wealth is as yet 
barely on the threshold of its development. In coal, 

. Mines, 

iron, lime, petroleum, salt, copper, nickel, gold, asbes
tos, our resources are inexhaustible. We have also lead, silver, 
platinum, phosphates, and almost all the other important minerals. 
Each year reveals new riches awaiting our capital and our enter
prise. Even now, when we may be said to have barely scratched 
the surface in a few places, the yearly product of our mines is 
worth from nineteen to twenty milhons. In the harsh and deso
late regions about the Arctic Circle lie treasures of coal, petro
leum, and other minerals, which are likely to give those distant 
territories a value not possessed by many more favoured climes. 
The plains through which the giant Mackenzie roUs its northward 
way grow forbidding to husbandry as they approach the Circle, 
but do not cease to invite the miner's toil. It is not unlikely that 
they wiU some day be thronged with a busy and prosperous 
population. 

Not from the soil only, but also from the sea, does Canada 
gather in her harvests. Her fisheries are the most extensive in 
the world. Her deep-sea fisheries on the Atlantic ^ ^ . 

^ Fishenes. 

and Pacific coasts, the fresh-water fisheries of her great 
lakes and rivers, yielded in 1893 a revenue of ^21,000,000. They 
are the object of incessant care to the government, which protects 
them with armed cruisers and strict regulations. There are four
teen fish-breeding estabhshments in Canada, devoted to the hatch-
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ing of fish-spawn and the stocking of waters with young fish. 
The questions of cod, herring, mackerel, salmon, and lobster have 
seemed important enough to lead us into many quarrels with our 
neighbours. 

Besides these pursuits, of late there has grown up a great 
manufacturing interest. In 1891 Canada had seventy-five 
thousand seven hundred and forty-one industrial estabhshments, 

with a capital of about ^355,000,000, distributing 
and banking in wages over $100,000,000. The business of Can-
sys em. ^^^ ^̂  carried on through the medium of thirty-nine 
chartered banks, with total assets of over $300,000,000. The 
Dominion government issues $21,000,000 of notes. The bank
ing system is both safe and elastic. We may fairly claim it to 
be the most effective banking system in existence. The oldest 
Canadian bank, as well as the richest, is the Bank of Montreal, 
established in 1817. The currency^ of Canada is in dollars and 
cents. She issues copper and silver coin, but no gold. When 
gold coins are used in Canada, they are from the British or 
American mints. 

The postal system of Canada is elaborate and complete. The 
general letter rate is three cents per ounce or under. In 1875 
Postal tele- Canada made an agreement with the United States by 
tefep̂ 'one* which a Canadian letter goes to any part of the United 
systems. States for the same postage as in Canada, and an 
American letter goes to any part of Canada for the same postage 
as in America. There is no account kept between the two post-
offices, but each country carries the other's letters free. In 1885 
Canada became a member of the Universal Postal Union, which 
now includes almost all the countries of the civilized world. In 
1893 there were eighty-four hundred and seventy-seven post-

1 The former currency of Canada was Icnown as " Halifax Currency.'' It used 
the names pounds, shillings, and pence; but a pound was just four dollars, instead 
of ^4.861. This was called a " pound currency," to distinguish it from a " pound 
sterling." A shilling currency was 20 cents, and sixpence currency 10 cents. 
House rents in the Maritime Provinces are still sometimes reckoned in " pounds 
currency " by the older people. 
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offices in Canada, and the total number of letters and post-cards 
carried was about one hundred and twenty-nine million. The 
telegraph systems of Canada are in the hands of private com
panies. There are in all about thfrty-two thousand miles of tele
graph line in Canada, in which respect we rank eighth among the 
countries of the world. The first submarine cable of the world was 
laid between Dover and Calais in 1851. In the foffowing year was 
laid, between Prince Edward Island and New Branswick, the first 
cable of the New World ; and the second cable of the New World 
was laid between Cape Breton and Newfoundland in 1856. The 
great transatlantic cables from Europe all terminate in Canada; 
and as a result of the Colonial Conference of 1894 there is to be 
a cable system from our shores to Australasia and the Orient. So 
close are we drawing to that Cathay which our fathers dreamed of 
finding and died in search of. The telephone had its birth in 
Canada. The first telephone ever constracted was put up in the 
town of Brantford, Ontario. It connected the house of the 
inventor, Graham BeU, with that of a neighbour. In 1877, at 
Hamilton, the first business line was established. There are now 
nearly fifty thousand mUes of telephone hnes in Canada. 

At Confederation Canada took upon herself the charge of her 
own defences, and Great Britain, as we have seen, withdrew hei 
troops, except those of the Hahfax station. The Military 
naval defences of our seacoast are the care of Eng- ^̂ "̂  ®™' 
land's ships. The headquarters of the North Atiantic Squadron 
are under the guns of Hahfax, upon whose mighty fortifications 
Great Britain has spent miUions. Our militia system is under the 
charge of a minister of militia. Subject to his ' orders is the 
general-in-command, whose appointment, however, rests with 
the Imperial government. The first minister of mihtia was the 
great French-Canadian, Sir George Cartier. The first Dominion 
Mffitia Act was passed in 1868, and has been much modified 
since. As it now stands, the mihtia of Canada consists of aff 
the male inhabitants between the ages of eighteen and sixty, 
except clergymen, judges, and certain other officials. One who 
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is the only son and sole support of a widow is also exempt. The 
sons of Canada who are liable for military service are divided 
into four c l a s ses :—( i ) Unmarried men or childless widowers 
between eighteen and thirty; (2) Unmarried men or childless 
widowers between thirty and forty-five; (3) Men between eigh
teen and forty-five who are married, or widowers with children; 
(4) Men between forty-five and sixty. These are called upon, 
in case of necessity, in the order of their classes. There is 
a further division into Permanent, Active, and Reserve Militia. 
The permanent corps is hmited to one thousand men, and con
sists of Cavalry, Artiffery, and Infantry. These do garrison duty, 
and also serve as schools ^ of instruction for members of the Active 
Mffitia. There is also the permanent corps of one thousand 
North-west Mounted Police, already referred to. The Active 
Militia is hmited to forty-five thousand, who serve for three years, 
and drill from eight to sixteen days each year. The Reserve 
Mffitia consists of aU those who are not in the permanent or 
active corps. The Dominion is divided into twelve mihtary dis
tricts, each under the command of a deputy adjutant-general 
and permanent staff". The militia expenditure for each year is 
from one to two mfflions. The number of men between eighteen 
and forty-five, now available for service in case of war, is some
thing over a million. 

At Kingston is our Royal Mffitary College, of which Canada 
is justly proud. It was founded in 1875, ^^^ its graduates have 
Royal Miii- done their country credit. Eighty-five of them have 
tary CoUege. received commissions in the Imperial Army. Among 
these are two of Canada's heroes, her youngest but not least 
glorious. Captain William Grant Stairs, whose bravery and skill 
were winning him honours in African exploration when one of the 

1 The permanent corps and schools of instruction consist of " A " and " B " 
Troops, Royal Canadian Dragoons, at Quebec and Winnipeg; " A " and " B " 
Batteries, Royal Canadian Artillery, at Kingston and Quebec; Nos. i and 2 
Companies of Garrison Artillery at Quebec; Nos. i, 2, 3, and 4 Companies Royal 
Canadian Regiment of Infantry, at London (Ontario), Toronto, St. John's (Que
bec), and Fredericton. 
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deadly fevers of that treacherous land strack him down, was bom 
in Hahfax in 1863. He graduated at Kingston, was gazetted to 
the Royal Engineers, and foUowed Stanley into unknown Africa, 
where he met his death at Chinde, in 1892. Captain William 
Beverley Robinson was born in St. John in 1864, and graduated at 
Kingston. He received a commission in the Royal army, and was 
employed on the African service at Sierra Leone. While on this 
service he was sent with a little party to reduce the stockaded 
capital of a hostile tribe in the interior. The gates of the stockade 
required to be blown down with gun-cotton, as the expedition had 
no artiffery. The task of applying the gun-cotton, in the face of 
the ready riffes and thronging assegais of the enemy, when the 
lightest blow would excite the explosive and rend the bearer into 
fragments, was too appaUing for any of the rank and file to face. 
Captain Robinson volunteered, marched up to the gate amid a 
shower of missiles, and affixed the gun-cotton as deliberately as 
if he had been on parade. Just as his task was accomplished he 
was shot down. But his heroism had won the victory (1892). 
From the earliest pages of our story to this its latest, is traced 
the inspiring record of Canadian fortitude and Canadian daring. 

n o . Present Conditions, and the Outlook. — Boundless are 
the possibilities of that future upon which the eyes of Canada 
are now fixed with confident but questioning hope. We feel 
dimly the movement of great forces, our veins thriff „ ,. .̂  

' ° Our heritage. 
with the impulse of an eager national hfe, and the 
figure of our destiny looms splendid and mysterious before us. 
Rich almost beyond calculation is our heritage, material, intel
lectual, spiritual. The area of Canada is 3,456,383 square mffes. 
It constitutes more than one-third of the whole British Empire, 
and is only about two hundred thousand square miles smaffer 
than the continent of Europe. In other words, if Canada were 
placed upon Europe the whole of that continent would be covered, 
with the exception of France; or, if the United States, without 
Alaska, were placed on Canada, Brftish Columbia and half Alberta 
would be left uncovered. Without its dependent territory Alaska, 
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the United States is four hundred thousand square miles smaller 
than Canada. The one Canadian province of British Columbia is 
larger than France, Italy, Switzeriand, and Portugal taken all to
gether. Quebec and Ontario are each larger than the German 
Empire and Switzerland combined. Nova Scotia is larger than 
Greece, or Switzeriand, or Denmark, or Hoffand, or Belgium. Yet 
Nova Scotia is the second smaffest province of Canada. Prince 
Edward Island is larger than Montenegro. The inland waterways 
of Canada are the most extensive in the world. In her lakes and 
rivers might be sunk the whole of Great Britain and Ireland, and 
nineteen thousand square miles of water would be left unfilled. 
Our climate, though it varies enormously over an area so vast, is 
such as has always bred the strongest and most enterprising races 
of mankind. We have the largest and richest fisheries, coal areas, 
and timber regions of the world. Our wheat-lands, grazing lands, 
and iron mines, when developed, wiU be among the most produc
tive in the world. 

To develop these matchless resources we have a people blended 
of two dominant races, — a people tracing its origins to freedom, 
religion, and loyalty, — a people which has kept itself clean from 

the taint of criminal and pauper immigration. To 
Our people. r r o 

incite us to greatness we have all the glory of France 
and Britain, whose heirs we are, whose example is always before 
us, the seeds of whose virtues are sown in our blood. Thus 
peculiarly favoured by the God of Nations, we stand with our 
feet on the threshold of the future. In the wide prospect which 
opens before our eyes there is more than one possible goal re
vealed. To which of these our fate is leading us is a question 
which should stir us with ceaseless solicitude. It is a question of 
tremendous import. It gives to hfe in Canada a meaning, a hope, 
an impulse, a sense of mighty possibUities. We feel that these 
are great and significant days. We seem to ourselves the chil
dren of Destiny. 

Our present colonial position can hardly be a permanent one. 
Favourable as it is to our growth, it is not the best thing for our 
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manhood that we should too long continue to accept the pro
tection of the motherland without bearing our part in the respon
sibilities of empire. Colonies are children of the pa
rent nation. When a child becomes a man, he bv-and- colonial 

status 
by ceases to serve in his father's house. He is either 
taken into fuU partnership, or he goes forth to face life indepen
dently and work out his destiny with his own hands. The colonial 
standing is a subordinate one, disguise it as we may. To accept 
it as permanent would stamp us cowards, and give the lie to our 
whole heroic past. But it may well last a generation yet, en-
abhng us to pursue our course of peaceful expansion; on the 
other hand, it may scarce outlive this century, which draws to a 
close amid many portents of change. 

The future presents to us three possible alternatives, — absorp
tion by the United States, Independence, or a federal union with 
the rest of the British Empire. The first of these 

, , The possibili-
is the fate which, as we know, has long been planned ties of our 

fntuie. 
for us by our kinsfolk of the great repubhc. The 
Monroe doctrine, already referred to, seems to anticipate i t ; for 
in the eyes of some American statesmen and historians it is the 
manifest destiny of the United States to occupy the North Ameri
can continent. But to Canadians " manifest destiny " wears a 
very different face. It is through no unfriendliness toward a great 
kindred people that we reject unconditionally the idea of absorp
tion. We point with pride to the magnificent achievements of 
that nation, affied to us in language and in blood. Their self-
reliant energy, their intellectual force, their ardent patriotism, we 
hold up as an example to ourselves. But our growth has been on 
different lines from theirs, our aspirations and political ideas are 
not theirs, our very existence as a people has its root in a sharp 
divergence from their principles. As the sentiment of Canadian 
nationahsm deepens year by year, we realize that to sink our life 
in another's, to have our country torn apart and swallowed up as 
so many additional states of the American Union, would be a 
buming ignominy. It would make vain all the sacrifices of our 
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fathers, aU the blood they shed in their country's cause. We 
should be no longer worthy of the great nation into whose bosom 
we should carry our sordid purposes and craven hearts. The 
name of Canada would cease to shine across the continent; and 
in vanishing it would leave but a humiliating memory. It is safe 
to conclude that absorption by the United States, commonly 
known as Annexation, is not likely to be the fate of Canada. 

But the other alternatives. Independence and Federation with 
the Empire, come within the range of the probable. Either would 
seem to be a goal toward which patriotism might consistently 
strive. To many ardent Canadians, Independence seems the more 
attractive ideal. It is a manly ideal, easy to grasp, and thrUling 
to the young imagination. At the same time it seems to stand 
fairly in the line of our growth. It could perhaps be accomplished 
without any violent break in the course of our history. But there 
can be little doubt that if undertaken now or soon it would but 
open a door to annexation. It would put us to such an expense 
for diplomatic, consular, military, and above all naval service, in 
the protection of our vast commercial navy, that we might soon 
find ourselves borne to the ground with debt. No longer backed 
by Great Britain, we should be at the mercy of every demand of 
the United States, who might help herself to our fisheries, or, 
forcing us to defend them in a ruinous war, dismember us when 
exhausted, even as she treated Mexico. If Independence is to 
be our goal, we should be rash indeed to seek it now, while our 
population is so small and our wide frontier so vulnerable. 

Meanwhile there is rising into view a grander idea, which 
appeals to a higher and broader patriotism. The project of Im
perial Federation fits at least as logically upon our career as Inde
pendence. Indeed, it gives a fuller meaning to our whole past, 
— to our birth from the disruption of 1776, — to our almost 
miraculous preservation from seizure by the United States while 
we were yet but a handful of scattered settiements, — to our 
struggle for unity, — to our daring and splendid expansion, — and 
to the cost at which we have secured it. Independence, more-
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over, is selfish in its aims, while Imperial Federation considers not 
our own interests only, but those of the mother country, and the 
growing debt of loyalty which we owe her. It is possible to con
ceive of a form of Imperial Federation which would so guard the 
autonomy of each federating nation and so strictiy limit the powers 
of the central government as to satisfy even those who desire 
absolute independence. The practical independence enjoyed under 
such a federation would be secured by the force of the whole 
empire. It is urged that the difficulties in the way are too great 
to be overcome, — but it is the fashion of our race to overcome 
difficulties. It is urged that the distances between Great Britain, 
Canada, Australasia, South Africa, are too vast to permit of union, 
— but the swift steamship, the fast express, the cable, and the 
telegraph have so reduced the effect of these distances that the 
most widely separated portions of the empire are now less far 
apart than were Ottawa and "Vancouver Island when British 
Columbia joined the Dominion. Imperial Federation would admit 
us to fiiU political manhood without the dishonour of annexation, 
or the risk and the ingratitude of Independence. It would build 
up such a power as would secure the peace of the world. It 
would gain for our race a glory beside which the most dazzling 
pages of earth's history would grow pale. It is a less daring 
dream than that which Canada brought to pass when she united 
the shores of three oceans under the sway of one poor and scat
tered colony. It is Canada who has taught feeble provinces 
how to federate, how to form a mighty commonwealth while re
maining within the empire. It may be her beneficent mission, 
also, to lead the way toward the realization of the vaster and more 
glorious dream. 
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BRITISH N O R T H AMERICA ACT 

An Act for the Union of Canada, Nova Scotia and New Branswick, 
and the Government thereof, and for Purposes connected therewith. 

[zgth March, 1867.] 

Whereas the Provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia and New Branswick 
have expressed their Desire to be federally united into One Dominion 
under the Crown of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
with a Constitution similar in Principle to that of the United Kingdom : 

And whereas such a Union would conduce to the Welfare of the 
Provinces and promote the Interests of the British Empire : 

And whereas on the Establishment of the Union by Authority of 
Parliament it is expedient, not only that the Constitution of the Legis
lative Authority in the Dominion be provided for, but also that the 
Nature of the Executive Government therein be declared : 

And whereas it is expedient that Provision be made for the eventual 
Admission into the Union of other Parts of British North America: 

Be it therefore enacted and declared by the Queen's most Excehent 
Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the Authority of the same, as follows: 

I. PRELIMINARY. 

1. This Act may be cited as The British North America Act, 1867. 
2. The Provisions of this Act referring to Her Majesty the Queen 

extend also to the Heirs and Successors of Her Majesty, Kings and 
Queens of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 
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II . UNION. 

3. It shaU be lawful for the Queen, by and with the Advice of Her 
Majesty's Most Honorable Privy CouncU, to declare by Proclamation 
that, on and after a Day therein appointed, not being more than Six 
Months after the passing of this Act, the Provinces of Canada, Nova 
Scotia and New Branswick shaff form and be One Dominion under the 
Name of Canada; and on and after that Day those three Provinces 
shaff form and be One Dominion under that Name accordingly. 

4. The subsequent Provisions of this Act shall, unless it is other
wise expressed or implied, commence and have effect on and after the 
Union, that is to say, on and after the Day appointed for the Union, 
taking effect in the Queen's Proclamation ; and in the same Provisions, 
unless it is otherwise expressed or implied, the Name Canada shall be 
taken to mean Canada as constituted under this Act. 

5. Canada shall be divided into Four Provinces, named Ontario, 
Quebec, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick. 

6. The Parts of the Province of Canada (as it exists at the passing 
of this Act), which formerly constituted respectively the Provinces 
of Upper Canada and Lower Canada, shall be deemed to be severed, 
and shall form Two separate Provinces. The Part which formerly con
stituted the Province of Upper Canada shall constitute the Province 
of Ontario; and the part which formerly constituted the Province of 
Lower Canada shall constitute the Province of Quebec. 

7. The Provinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick shall have 
the same Limits as at the passing of this Act. 

8. In the general Census of the Population of Canada, which is 
hereby required to be taken in the Year One thousand eight hundred 
and seventy-one, and in every Tenth Year thereafter, the respective 
Population of the Four Provinces shall be distinguished. 

III . EXECUTIVE POWER. 

g. The Executive Govemment and Authority of and over Canada 
is hereby declared to continue and be vested in the Queen. 

10. The Provisions of this Act referring to the Governor General 
extend and apply to the Governor General for the Time being of 
Canada, or other the Chief Executive Officer or Administrator for the 
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Time being carrying on the Government of Canada on behalf and in 
the Name of the Queen, by whatever Title he is designated. 

11. There shall be a Council to aid and advise in the Government 
of Canada, to be styled the Queen's Privy CouncU for Canada; and the 
Persons who are to be Members of that Councff shaff be from Time to 
Time chosen and summoned by the Governor General and sworn in as 
Privy Councfflors, and Members thereof may be from Time to Time 
removed by the Governor General. 

12. Aff Powers, Authorities, and functions which under any Act of 
the Parliament of Great Britain, or of the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or of the Legislature of Upper 
Canada, Lower Canada, Canada, Nova Scotia, or New Branswick, are 
at the Union vested in or exercisable by the respective Governors or 
Lieutenant Governors of those Provinces, with the Advice, or with the 
Advice and Consent of the respective Executive Councils thereof, or in 
conjunction with those CouncUs, or with any Number of Members 
thereof, or by those Governors or Lieutenant Governors individually, 
shall, as far as the same continue in existence and capable of being 
exercised after the Union in relation to the Government of Canada, be 
vested in and exercisable by the Governor General, with the Advice or 
with the Advice and Consent of or in conjunction with the Queen's 
Privy Council for Canada, or any Members thereof, or by the Governor 
General individually, as the Case requires, subject nevertheless (ex
cept with respect to such as exist under Acts of the Parliament of 
Great Britain or of the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland) to be abolished or altered by the Parliament of 
Canada. 

13. The Provisions of this Act referring to the Governor General in 
Council shall be construed as referring to the Governor General acting 
by and with the Advice of the Queen's Privy Council for Canada. 

14. It shall be lawful for the Queen, if Her Majesty thinks fit, to 
authorize the Governor General from Time to Time to appoint any 
Person or any Persons jointly or severally to be his Deputy or Depu
ties within any Part or Parts of Canada, and in that Capacity to exer
cise during the Pleasure of the Governor General such of the Powers, 
Authorities, and Functions of the Governor General as the Governor 
General deems it necessary or expedient to assign to him or them, 
subject to any Limitations or Directions expressed or given by the 
Queen ; but the Appointment of such a Deputy or Deputies shall not 
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affect the Exercise by the Governor General himself of any Power, 
Authority, or Function. 

15. The Commander-in-Chief of the Land and Naval Mffitia, and 
of all Naval and Military Forces of and in Canada, is hereby declared 
to continue and be vested in the Queen. 

16. Until the Queen otherwise directs, the Seat of Government of 
Canada shall be Ottawa. 

IV. LEGISLATIVE POWER. 

17. There shall be One Parhament for Canada, Consisting of the 
Queen, an Upper House styled the Senate, and the House of Commons. 

18. Repealed — new Section substituted. See Appendix B. 
19. Related only to calling of First Parliament. Acted upon. 
20. There shall be a Session of the Parliament of Canada once at 

least in every Year, so that Twelve Months shall not intervene between 
the last Sitting of the Parliament in one Session and its first Sitting in 
the next Session. 

The Senate. 

21. The Senate shall, subject to the Provisions of this Act, consist 
of Seventy-two Members, who shall be styled Senators." 

22. In relation to the Constitution of the Senate, Canada shaU be 
deemed to consist of Three Divisions — 

1. Ontario; 
2. Quebec; 
3. The Maritime Provinces, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick; 

which Three Divisions shall (subject to the Provisions of this Act) be 
equally represented in the Senate as follows: Ontario by Twenty-four 
Senators; Quebec by Twenty-four Senators, and the Maritime Prov
inces by Twenty-four Senators, twelve thereof representing Nova 
Scotia, and twelve thereof representing New Brunswick. 

In the Case of Quebec each of the Twenty-four Senators represent
ing that Province shall be appointed for One of the Twenty-four 
Electoral Divisions of Lower Canada specified in Schedule A. to 
Chapter One of the Consolidated Statutes of Canada. 

The Senate now numbers 81 — Ontario, 24; Quebec, 24; Nova 
Scotia, 10; New Brunswick, 10; Manitoba, 4 ; British Columbia, 3 ; 
Prince Edward Island, 4 ; North West Territories, 2. See Section 
\\T of this Act. As Prince Edward Island is now admitted into the 
Dominion, the representatives from Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 
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are respectively ten in number. Manitoba has four Senators, its popu
lation being over 75,000 (152,506 in 1891). R. S. C. c, 12. 

23. The Qualification of a Senator shall be as foUows : — 
( i ) He shall be of the ftiU Age of Thirty Years: 
(2) He shall be either a Natural-born Subject of the Queen, or a 

Subject of the Queen naturalized by an Act of the Parliament 
of Great Britain, or of the Parliament of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, or of the Legislature of One of 
the Provinces of Upper Canada, Lower Canada, Canada, Nova 
Scotia, or New Branswick, before the Union, or of the Parlia
ment of Canada after the Union : 

(3) He shall be legally or equitably seized as of Freehold for his 
own Use and Benefit of Lands or Tenements held in free and 
common Socage, or seized or possessed for his own Use and 
Benefit of Lands or Tenements held in Franc aleu or in 
Roture, within the Province for which he is appointed, of the 
Value of Four thousand Dollars, over and above all Rents, 
Dues, Debts, Charges, Mortgages, and Incumbrances due or 
payable out of or charged on or affecting the same: 

{4) His Real and Personal Property shall be together worth Four 
thousand Dollars over and above his Debts and Liabilities: 

(5) He shall be resident in the Province for which he is appointed: 
(6) In the Case of Quebec he shall have his Real Property Quali

fication in the Electoral Division for which he is appointed, or 
shall be resident in that Division. 

24. The Governor General shall from Time to Time, in the Queen's 
Name, by Instrument under the Great Seal of Canada, summon quali
fied Persons to the Senate; and, subject to the Provisions of this Act, 
every Person so summoned shaff become and be a Member of the 
Senate and a Senator. 

25. Such Persons shall be first summoned to the Senate as the 
Queen by Warrant under Her Majesty's Royal Sign Manual thinks fit 
to approve, and their Names shall be inserted in the Queen's Proclama
tion of Union. 

26. If at any Time on the Recommendation of the Governor General 
the Queen thinks fit to direct that Three or Six Members be added to 
the Senate, the Governor General may by Summons to Three or Six 
qualified Persons (as the Case may be), representing equally the Three 
Divisions of Canada, add to the Senate accordingly. 
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27. In case of such Addition being at any Time made, the Governor 
General shaff not summon any Person to the Senate, except on a further 
like Direction by the Queen on the like Recommendation, untff each 
of the Three Divisions of Canada is represented by Twenty-four Sena
tors and no more. 

28. The Number of Senators shall not at any Time exceed Seventy-
eight. See note to Section 22 above. 

29. A Senator shall, subject to the Provisions of this Act, hold his 
Place in the Senate for Life. 

30. A Senator may by writing under his Hand addressed to the 
Governor General resign His Place in the Senate, and thereupon the 
same shall be vacant. 

31. The Place of a Senator shall become vacant in any of the fol
lowing Cases: — 
( i ) If for Two consecutive Sessions of the Parliament he fails to give 

his Attendance in the Senate: 
(2) If he takes an Oath or makes a Declaration or Acknowledgment 

of Allegiance, Obedience or Adherence to a Foreign Power, 
or does an Act whereby he becomes a Subject or Citizen, or 
entitled to the Rights or Privffeges of a Subject or Citizen, 
of a Foreign Power: 

(3) If he is adjudged Bankrupt or Insolvent, or applies for the Benefit 
of any Law relating to Insolvent Debtors, or becomes a public 
Defaulter: 

(4) If he is attainted of Treason or convicted of Felony or of any 
infamous Crime: 

(5) If he ceases to be qualified in respect of Property or of Residence ; 
provided that a Senator shall not be deemed to have ceased 
to be qualified in respect of Residence by reason only of his 
residing at the Seat of the Government of Canada while hold
ing an Office under that Government requiring his Presence 
there. 

32. When a Vacancy happens in the Senate by Resignation, Death, 
or otherwise, the Governor General shall by Summons to a fit and 
qualified Person fill the Vacancy. 

33. If any Question arises respecting the Qualification of a Senator 
or a Vacancy in the Senate, the same shall be heard and determined by 
the Senate. 

34. The Governor General may from Time to Time, by Instrament 
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under the Great Seal of Canada, appoint a Senator to be Speaker of 
the Senate, and may remove him and appoint another in his Stead. 

35- Until the Parliament of Canada otherwise provides, the Presence 
of at least Fifteen Senators, including the Speaker, shall be necessary 
to constitute a Meeting of the Senate for the Exercise of its Powers. 

36. Questions arising in the Senate shaU be decided by a Majority 
of Voices, and the Speaker shall in all Cases have a Vote, and when 
the Voices are equal the Decision shall be deemed to be in the Negative. 

The House of Commons. 

37. Provided for 181 Members of the House of Commons; now 
(50-51 Vict. [Dom.], c. 4) the House consists of 21^ Members as 
follows:—Ontario,-^2; Quebec, 65 ; Nova Scotia, 2 1 ; New Bruns
wick, 16; Prince Edward Island, 6 ; British Columbia, 6; Manitoba, 
5 ; North- West Territories, 4. After the next General Election, the 
mtmber will be 213 : — Ontario, 92; Quebec, 65 ; Nova Scotia, 20 ; New 
Brunswick, 14; Manitoba, 7 ; British Columbia, 6; Prince Edward 
Island, 5 ; North-West Territories, 4. 55-56 Vict. \^Dom.\ c. 117. 

38. The Governor General shall from Time to Time, in the Queen's 
Name, by Instrument under the Great Seal of Canada, summon and 
caff together the House of Commons. 

39. A Senator shall not be capable of being elected or of sitting or 
voting as a Member of the House of Commons. 

40. Until the Parliament of Canada otherwise provides, Ontario, 
Quebec, Nova Scotia, and New Branswick shall, for the Purposes of 
the Election of Members to serve in the House of Commons, be divided 
into Electoral Districts as follows : — 

The Districts as arranged by the B. N. A. Act have since been altered. 
See R. S. C, c. 6, a7nended by 50-51 Vict. {Dom.), c. 4. Each District 
returns one Metnber. 

41. Provided that until the Parliament of Canada otherwise enacted, 
the Provincial laws relating to Elections and electoral matters generally 
should apply to Dominion Elections. Now, by R. S. C, chapters 5, 
8 and 9, and subsequent amending Acts, the Dominion has provided 
legislation for all these matters. This Section is, therefore, superseded. 

42. Related solely to first election for Dominion Parliament. Effete. 
43. Related to filling of vacancies in representation before meeting 

of Parliament — now superseded. 
44. The House of Commons on its first assembhng after a General 

2 G 
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Election shall proceed with aff practical speed to elect one of its Members 
to be Speaker. 

45. In case of a Vacancy happening in the Office of Speaker by 
Death, Resignation, or otherwise, the House of Commons shall with 
all practicable speed proceed to elect another of its Members to be 
Speaker. 

46. The Speaker shaU preside at aff Meetings of the House of 
Commons. 

47. Until the Parliament of Canada otherwise provides, in case of the 
Absence for any Reason of the Speaker from the Chair of the House of 
Commons for a Period of Forty-Eight consecutive Hours, the House 
may elect another of its Members to act as Speaker, and the Member 
so elected shall during the Continuance of such absence of the Speaker 
have and execute all the Powers, Privileges and Duties of Speaker. 

48. The Presence of at least Twenty members of the House of 
Commons shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the House for 
the Exercise of its Powers; and for that purpose the Speaker shall be 
reckoned as a Member. 

49. Questions arising in the House of Commons shall be decided 
by a Majority of Voices other than that of the Speaker, and when the 
Voices are equal, but not otherwise, the Speaker shall have a Vote. 

50. Every House of Commons shall continue for five years from the 
Day of the Return of the Writs for choosing the House (subject to be 
sooner dissolved by the Governor General), and no longer. 

51. On the Completion of the Census in the Year One thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-one, and of each subsequent decennial Census,^ 
the Representation of the four Provinces shall be readjusted by such 
Authority, in such Manner, and from such Time, as the Parliament of 
Canada from Time to Time provides, subject and according to the 
following Rules: — 
( i ) Quebec shall have the fixed number of Sixty-five Members. 
(2) There shall be assigned to each of the other Provinces such a 

number of Members as wffl bear the same Proportion to the 
Number of its Population (ascertained at such Census) as 
the Number Sixty-five bears to the Number of the Population 
of Quebec (so ascertained): 

(3) In the Computation of the Number of Members for a Province a 
fractional Part not exceeding One Half of the whole Number 
requisite for entitling the Province to a Member shall be dis-
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regai'ded; but a fractional Part exceeding One Half of that 
Number shall be equivalent to the whole Number: 

(4) On any such Re-adjustment the Number of Members for a Province 
shaU not be reduced unless the Proportion which the Number 
of the Population of the Province bore to the Number of the 
aggregate Population of Canada at the then last preceding 
Re-adjustment of the Number of Members for the Province 
is ascertained at the then last Census to be diminished by One 
Twentieth Part or upwards : 

(5) Such Re-adjustment shall not take eff"ect until the Termination of 
the then existing Parliament. 

52. The Number of Members of the House of Commons may be 
from Time to Time increased by the Parliament of Canada, Provided 
the proportionate Representation of the Provinces prescribed by this 
Act is not thereby disturbed. 

See Note to Sections 37 and 40 above. The re-adjustment referred 
to has been made and the result is stated at foot of yj. 

Money Votes: Royal Assent. 

53. BUls for appropriating any Part of the Public Revenue, or for 
imposing any Tax or Impost, shall originate in the House of Commons. 

54. It shall not be lawful for the House of Commons to adopt or 
Pass any Vote, Resolution, Address or Bffl for the Appropriation of 
any Part of the Public Revenue, or of any Tax or Impost, to any Pur
pose that has not been first recommended to that House by Message of 
the Governor General in the Session in which such Vote, Resolution, 
Address or Bill is proposed. 

55. Where a BiU passed by the Houses of Parliament is presented 
to the Governor General for the Queen's Assent, he shall declare, 
according to his discretion, but subject to the Provisions of this Act 
and to Her Majesty's Instractions, either that he assents thereto in the 
Queen's Name, or that he withholds the Queen's Assent, or that he 
reserves the Bill for the Signification of the Queen's Pleasure. 

56. Where the Governor General assents to a BiU in the Queen's 
Name, he shall, by the first convenient Opportunity, send an authentic 
Copy of the Act to one of Her Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, 
and if the Queen in Council within Two Years after Receipt thereof by 
the Secretary of State thinks fit to disallow the Act, such disallowance 
(with a Certificate of the Secretary of State of the Day on which the 
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Act was received by him) being signified by the Governor General, 
by Speech or Message to each of the Houses of the Parliament or by 
Proclamation, shall annul the Act from and after the Day of such 
Signification. 

57. A Bill reserved for the Signification of the Queen's Pleasure 
shaU not have any Force unless and untU within Two Years from the 
Day on which it was presented to the Governor General for the Queen's 
Assent, the Governor General signifies, by Speech or Message to each 
of the Houses of the Parliament or by Proclamation, that it has received 
the Assent of the Queen in Council. 

An Entry of every such Speech, Message, or Proclamation shall be 
made in the Journal of each House, and a Duplicate thereof duly attested 
shall be delivered to the proper Officer to be kept among the Records 
of Canada. 

V. PROVINCIAL CONSTITUTIONS. 

Executive Power. 

58. For each Province there shall be an Officer, styled the Lieuten
ant Governor, appointed by the Governor General in Council by Instra
ment under the Great Seal of Canada. 

59. A Lieutenant Governor shall hold Office during the Pleasure of 
the Governor General; but any Lieutenant Governor appointed after 
the Commencement of the First Session of the Parliament of Canada 
shall not be removable within Five Years from his Appointment, except 
for Cause assigned, which shall be communicated to him in Writing 
within One Month after the Order for his Removal is made, and shall 
be communicated by Message to the Senate and to the House of Com
mons within One Week thereafter if the Parliament is then sitting, and 
if not then, within One Week after the Commencement of the next 
Session of the Parhament. 

60. The Salaries of the Lieutenant Governors shall be fixed and 
provided by the Parliament of Canada. 

61. Every Lieutenant Governor shall, before assuming the Duties 
of his Office, make and subscribe before the Governor General or some 
Person authorized by him, Oaths of Ahegiance and Office similar to 
those taken by the Governor General. 

62. The Provisions of this Act referring to the Lieutenant Governor 
extend and apply to the Lieutenant Governor for the Time being of 
each Province or other the Chief Executive Officer or Administrator 
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for the Time being carrying on the Government, of the Province, by 
whatever Title he is designated. 

63. The Executive Council of Ontario and Quebec shall be composed 
of such Persons as the Lieutenant Governor from Time to Time thinks 
fit, and in the first instance of the following Officers, namely, — the 
Attorney General, the Secretary and Registrar of the Province, the 
Treasurer of the Province, the Commissioner of Crown Lands, and 
the Commissioner of Agriculture and Public Works, within Quebec, the 
Speaker of the Legislative CouncU and the Solicitor General. 

As to Ontario, see R. S. O. 1887, c. 13. 
64. The Constitution of the Executive Authority in each of the 

Provinces of Nova Scotia and New Branswick shall, subject to the Pro
visions of this Act, continue as it exists at the Union, until altered under 
the Authority of this Act. 

65. All Powers, Authorities and functions which under any Act of 
the Parliament of Great Britain, or of the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or of the Legislature of Upper 
Canada, Lower Canada, or Canada, were or are before, or at the Union 
vested in or exercisable by the respective Governors or Lieutenant 
Governors of those Provinces, with the Advice, or with the Advice and 
Consent, of the Respective Executive Councils thereof, or in conjunc
tion with those CouncUs, or with any Number of Members thereof, or 
by those Governors or Lieutenant Governors individually, shall, as far 
as the same are capable of being exercised after the Union in relation 
to the Government of Ontario and Quebec respectively, be vested in, 
and shall or may be exercised by the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario 
and Quebec respectively, with the Advice or with the Advice and 
Consent of or in conjunction with the respective Executive Councils, 
or any Members thereof, or by the Lieutenant Governor individually, as 
the Case requires, subject nevertheless (except with respect to such as 
exist under Acts of the Parliament of Great Britain, or of the Parlia
ment of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland) to be 
abolished or altered by the respective Legislatures of Ontario and 
Quebec. 

66. The Provisions of this Act referring to the Lieutenant Governor 
in Council shall be constraed as referring to the Lieutenant Governor 
of the Province acting by and with the Advice of the Executive Councff 
thereof. 

67. The Governor General in Councff may from Time to Time 
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appoint an Administrator to execute the Office and Functions of 
Lieutenant Governor during his Absence, Illness, or other InabUity. 

68. Unless and untff the Executive Government of any Province 
otherwise directs with respect to that Province, the Seats of Government 
of the Provinces shall be as foUows, namely, — of Ontario, the City of 
Toronto; of Quebec, the City of Quebec; of Nova Scotia, the City of 
Halifax; and of New Branswick, the City of Fredericton. 

LEGISLATIVE POWER. 

1. Ontario. 

69. There shall be a Legislature for Ontario consisting of the Lieu
tenant Governor and of One House, styled the Legislative Assembly of 
Ontario. 

70. The Legislative Assembly of Ontario shall be composed of 
Eighty-two Members, to be elected to represent the Eighty-two Elec
toral Districts set forth in the First Schedule to this Act. 

In Ontario there are now eighty-nine Electoral Districts, returning 
ninety-one members. R. S, O. 1887, c. 7, amended by 52 Vict. (Ont.), 
c. 2, J. 2. There may be a re-adjustment in Ontario during the next 
Session based on the last Census. 

2. Quebec. 

71. There shall be a Legislature for Quebec consisting of the Lieu
tenant Governor and of Two Houses, styled the Legislative Council of 
Quebec and the Legislative Assembly of Quebec. 

72. The Legislative Council of Quebec shall be composed of Twenty-
Four Members, to be appointed by the Lieutenant Governor in the 
Queen's Name, by Instrument under the Great Seal of Quebec, one 
being appointed to represent each of the Twenty-Four Electoral Divi
sions of Lower Canada in this Act referred to, and each holding Office 
for the Term of his Life, unless the Legislature of Quebec otherwise 
provides under the Provisions of this Act. 

73. The Qualifications of the Legislative Councillors of Quebec shall 
be the same as those of the Senators for Quebec. 

74. The Place of a Legislative Councillor of Quebec shall become 
vacant in the Cases, mutatis mutandis, in which the place of Senator 
becomes vacant. 

75. When a Vacancy happens in the Legislative Council of Quebec 
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by Resignation, Death, or otherwise, the Lieutenant Governor in the 
Queen's Name, by Instrament under the Great Seal of Quebec, shall 
appoint a fit and qualified Person to fiff the Vacancy. 

76. If any Question arises respecting the Qualification of a Legisla
tive CounciUor of Quebec, or a Vacancy in the Legislative Council of Que
bec, the same shall be heard and determined by the Legislative CouncU. 

77. The Lieutenant Governor may from Time to Time, by Instrament 
under the Great Seal of Quebec, appoint a Member of the Legislative 
Council of Quebec to be Speaker thereof, and may remove him and 
appoint another in his Stead. 

78. Until the Legislature of Quebec otherwise provides, the Presence 
of at least Ten Members of the Legislative Council, including the Speaker, 
shall be necessary to constitute a Meeting for the Exercise of its Powers. 

79. Questions arising in the Legislative Council of Quebec shall be 
decided by a Majority of Voices, and the Speaker shaU in all cases have 
a Vote, and when the Voices are equal the Decision shall be deemed to 
be in the negative. 

80. The Legislative Assembly of Quebec shall be composed of Sixty-
five Members to be Elected to represent the Sixty-five Electoral Divi
sions or Districts of Lower Canada in this Act referred to, subject to 
Alteration thereof by the Legislature of Quebec: Provided that it shall 
not be lawfiil to present to the Lieutenant Governor of Quebec for 
Assent any Bffl for Altering the Limits of any of the Electoral Divisions 
or Districts mentioned in the Second Schedule to this Act, unless the 
Second and Third Readings of such Bffl have been passed in the 
Legislative Assembly with the Concurrence of the Majority of the Mem
bers representing all those Electoral Divisions or Districts,' and the 
Assent shall not be given to such Biff unless an Address has been 
presented by the Legislative Assembly to the Lieutenant Governor 
stating that it has been so passed. 

3. Ontario and Quebec. 

81. Related to first meeting of Legislatures of Ontario and Quebec. 

Effete. 
82. The Lieutenant Governor of Ontario and of Quebec shall from 

Time to Time, in the Queen's Name, by Instrament under the Great 
Seal of the Province, summon and call together the Legislative As
sembly of the Province. 

83. Until the Legislature of Ontario or of Quebec otherwise provides, 
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a Person accepting or holding in Ontario or in Quebec any Office, Com
mission or Employment, permanent or temporary, at the Nomination 
of the Lieutenant Governor, to which an annual Salary, or any Fee, 
Allowance, Emolument, or profit of any Kind or Amount whatever 
from the Province is attached, shall not be eligible as a Member of the 
Legislative Assembly of the respective Province, nor shall he sit or vote 
as such; but nothing in this Section shaff make ineligible any Person 
being a Member of the Executive CouncU of the respective Province, 
or holding any of the following offices, that is to say, the Offices of 
Attorney General, Secretary and Registrar of the Province, Treasurer 
of the Province, Commissioner of Crown Lands, and Commissioner 
of Agriculture and Public Works, and in Quebec Solicitor General, or 
shall disqualify him to sit or vote in the House for which he is elected, 
provided he is elected whUe holding such Office. 

Acts have been passed in Ontario to further secure the independence 
of the Legislature. R. S. O. 1887, c. \\, sees. 6 to 14. 

84. Related to Electoral Matters in the Provinces of Ontario and 
Quebec. Superseded in Ontario by R. S. O. 1887, chaps. 9 and 10. 

85. Every Legislative Assembly of Ontario and Every Legislative 
Assembly of Quebec shaU continue for Four Years from the Day of the 
Return of the Writs for choosing the same (subject nevertheless to either 
the Legislative Assembly of Ontario or the Legislative Assembly of 
Quebec being sooner dissolved by the Lieutenant Governor of the 
Province), and no longer. 

86. There shall be a session of the Legislature of Ontario and of 
that of Quebec once at least in every Year, so that Twelve Months 
shall not intervene between the last Sitting of the Legislature in each 
Province in one Session and its first Sitting in the next Session. 

87. The following Provisions of this Act respecting the House of 
Commons of Canada shall extend and apply to the Legislative Assem
blies of Ontario and Quebec, that is to say, — the Provisions relating 
to the Election of a Speaker originally and on Vacancies, the Duties 
of the Speaker, the absence of the Speaker, the Quoram, and the mode 
of voting, as if those Provisions were here re-enacted and made appli
cable in Terms to each such Legislative Assembly. 

4. Nova Scotia and New Brujtswick. 

88. The Constitution of the Legislature of each of the Provinces of 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick shall, subject to the Provisions of this 
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Act, continue as it exists at the Union until altered under the Authority 
of this Act ; and the House of Assembly of New Branswick existing at 
the passing of this Act shall, unless sooner dissolved, continue for the 
period for which it was elected. 

5. Ontario, Quebec, and Nova Scotia. 

89. Related to calling of the first Legislatures. Effete. 

6. The Four Provinces. 

90. The following Provisions of this Act respecting the Parliament 
of Canada, namely, — the Provisions relating to Appropriation and Tax 
Bills, the Recommendation of Money Votes, the Assent to Bills, the 
Disallowance of Acts, and the Signification of Pleasure on Bills re
served, — shall extend and apply to the Legislatures of the several 
Provinces as if those Provisions were here re-enacted and made appli
cable in Terms to the respective Provinces and the Legislatures thereof, 
with the Substitution of the Lieutenant Governor of the Province for 
the Governor General, of the Governor General for the Queen and for 
a Secretary of State, of One Year for Two Years, and of the Province 
for Canada. 

VI. DISTRIBUTION OF LEGISLATIVE POWERS. POWERS OF THE 

PARLIAMENT. 

91. It shall be lawful for the Queen, by and with the Advice and 
Consent of the Senate and House of Commons, to make Laws for the 
Peace, Order and good Government of Canada, in relation to all 
Matters not coming within the Classes of Subjects by this Act assigned 
exclusively to the Legislatures of the Provinces; and for greater Cer
tainty, but not so as to restrict the Generality of the foregoing Terms 
of this Section, it is hereby declared that (notwithstanding anything 
in this Act) the exclusive Legislative Authority of the Parliament of 
Canada extends to all Matters coming within the Classes of Subjects 
next hereinafter enumerated, that is to say : — 

1. The Public Debt and Property. 
2. The Regulation of Trade and Commerce. 
3. The raising of Money by any Mode or System of Taxation. 
4. The borrowing of Money on the Public Credit. 
5. Postal Service. 
6. The Census and Statistics. 
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7. MUitia, Mihtary and Naval Service, and Defence. 
8. The fixing of and providing for the Salaries and Allowances of 

CivU and other Officers of the Government of Canada. 
9. Beacons, Buoys, Lighthouses, and Sable Island. 

10. Navigation and Shipping. 
n . Quarantine and the Establishment and Maintenance of Marine 

Hospitals. 
12. Sea Coast and Island Fisheries. 
13. Ferries between a Province and any British or Foreign Country or 

between Two Provinces. 
14. Currency and Coinage. 
15. Banking, Incorporation of Banks, and the issue of Paper Money. 
16. Savings Banks. 
17. Weights and Measures. 
18. BiUs of Exchange and Promissory Notes. 
19. Interest. 
20. Legal Tender. 
21. Bankruptcy and Insolvency. 
22. Patents of Invention and Discovery. 
23. Copyrights. 
24. Indians, and Lands reserved for the Indians. 
25. Naturalization and Aliens. 
26. Marriage and Divorce. 
37. The Criminal Law, except the Constitution of Courts of Criminal 

Jurisdiction, but including the Procedure in Criminal Matters. 
28. The Establishment, Maintenance, and Management of Penitentiaries. 
29. Such Classes of Subjects as are expressly excepted in the Enu

meration of the Classes of Subjects by this Act assigned exclu
sively to the Legislatures of the Provinces. 

And any Matter coming within any of the Classes of Subjects 
enumerated in this Section shall not be deemed to come within the 
Class of Matters of a local or private Nature comprised in the Enumer
ation of the Classes of Subjects by this Act assigned exclusively to the 
Legislature of the Provinces. 

Exclusive Powers of Provincial Legislatures. 

92. In each Province the Legislature may exclusively make Laws in 
relation to Matters coming within the Classes of Subjects next herein
after enumerated, that is to say : — 
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1. The Amendment from Time to Time, notwithstanding anything 
in this Act, of the Constitution of the Province, except as 
regards the Office of Lieutenant Governor. 

2. Direct Taxation within the Province in order to the raising of 
a Revenue for Provincial Purposes. 

3. The borrowing of Money on the sole Credit of the Province. 
4 . The Establishment and Tenure of Provincial Offices and the 

Appointment and Payment of Provincial Officers. 
5. The Management and the Sale of the Public Lands belonging to 

the Province, and of the Timber and Wood thereon. 
6. The Establishment, Maintenance, and Management of Public and 

Reformatory Prisons in and for the Province. 
7. The Establishment, Maintenance, and Management of Hospitals, 

Asylums, Charities, and Eleemosynary Institutions in and, for 
the Province, other than Marine Hospitals. 

8. Municipal Institutions in the Province. 
9. Shop, Saloon, Tavern, Auctioneer, and other Licences in order to 

the raising of a Revenue for Provincial, Local, or Municipal 
Purposes. 

10. Local Works and Undertakings other than such as are of the 
following Classes: — 
a. Lines of Steam or other Ships, Railways, Canals, Telegraphs, 

and other Works and Undertakings connecting the Prov
ince with any other or others of the' Provinces, or extend
ing beyond the Limits of the Province : 

b. Lines of Steam Ships between the Province and any British 
or Foreign Country. 

c. Such Works as, although wholly situate within the Province, 
are before or after their Execution declared by the Parlia
ment of Canada to be for the general Advantage of Two 
or more of the Provinces. 

11. The Incorporation of Companies with Provincial Objects. 
12. The Solemnization of Marriage in the Province. 
13. Property and Civil Rights in the Province. 
14. The Administration of Justice in the Province, including the Con

stitution, Maintenance and Organization of Provincial Courts, 
both of CivU and of Criminal Jurisdiction, and including Pro
cedure in Civil Matters in those Courts. 

15. The Imposition of Punishment by Fine, Penalty, or Imprisonment 
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for enforcing any Law of the Province made in relation to any 
Matter coming within any of the Classes of Subjects enumerated 
in the Section. 

16. Generally all Matters of a merely local or private Nature in the 
Province. 

Education. 

93. In and for each Province the Legislature may exclusively make 
Laws in relation to Education, subject and according to the following 
Provisions : — 
( i ) Nothing in any such Law shall prejudicially affect any right or 

Privilege with respect to Denominational Schools which any 
Class of Persons have by Law in the Province at the Union: 

(2) All the Powers, Privffeges and Duties at the Union by Law con
ferred and imposed in Upper Canada on the Separate Schools 
and School Trustees of the Queen's Roman Catholic Subjects 
shall and the same are hereby extended to the Dissentient 
Schools of the Queen's Protestant and Roman Catholic Sub
jects in Quebec. 

(3) Where in any Province a System of Separate or Dissentient 
Schools exists by Law at the Union, or is thereafter established 
by the Legislature of the Province, an Appeal shall lie to the 
Governor General in Council from any Act or Decision of any 
Provincial Authority aifecting any Right or PrivUege of the 
Protestant or Roman Catholic Minority of the Queen's Subjects 
in relation to Education : 

(4) In case any such Provincial Law as from Time to Time seems to 
the Governor General in CouncU requisite for the due Execu
tion of the Provisions of this Section is not made, or in case 
any Decision of the Governor General in CouncU on any Appeal 
under this Section is not duly executed by the proper Provincial 
Authority in that Behalf, then and in every such Case, and as 
far only as the Circumstances of each Case require, the Parlia
ment of Canada may make remedial Laws for the due Execution 
of the Provisions of this Section and of any Decision of the 
Governor General in Council under this Section. 

Uniformity of Laws in Ontario, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 

94. Notwithstanding anything in this Act, the Parliament of Canada 
may make Provision for the Uniformity of all or of any of the Laws 



APPENDIX A. 4 6 1 

relative to Property and Civff Rights in Ontario, Nova Scotia and New 
Branswick, and of the Procedure of all or any of the Courts in those 
Three Provinces, and from and after the passing of any Act in that 
Behalf the Power of the Parliament of Canada to make Laws in relation 
to any Matter comprised in any such Act shall, notwithstanding any
thing in this Act, be unrestricted; but any Act of the Parliament of 
Canada making Provision for each Uniformity shaff not have effect in 
any Province unless and until it is adopted and enacted as Law by the 
Legislature thereof. 

Agriculture and Immigration. 

95. In each Province the Legislature may make Laws in relation to 
Agriculture in the Province, and to Immigration into the Province; 
and it is hereby declared that the Parliament of Canada may from 
Time to Time make Laws in relation to Agriculture in all or any of 
the Provinces, and to Immigration into all or any of the Provinces; 
and any Law of the Legislature of a Province relative to Agriculture 
or to Immigration shall have effect in and for the Province as long 
and as far only as it is not repugnant to any Act of the Parliament 
of Canada. 

VII. JUDICATURE. 

96. The Governor General shall appoint the Judges of the Superior, 
District, and County Courts in each Province, except those of the Courts 
of Probate in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 

97. UntU the Laws relative to Property and CivU Rights in Ontario, 
Nova Scotia and New Branswick, and the Procedure of the Courts in 
those Provinces, are made uniform, the Judges of the Courts of those 
Provinces appointed by the Governor General shall be selected from 
the respective Bars of those Provinces. 

98. The Judges of the Courts of Quebec shaff be selected from the 
Bar of that Province. 

99. The Judges of the Superior Courts shall hold office during good 
Behaviour, but shall be removable by the Governor General on Address 
of the Senate and House of Commons. 

100. The Salaries, Allowances, and Pensions of the Judges of the 
Superior, District, and County Courts (except the Courts of Probate in 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick), and of the Admiralty Courts in Cases 
where the Judges thereof are for the Time being paid by Salary, shah 
be fixed and provided by the Parliament of Canada. 
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lo i . The Parhament of Canada may, notwithstanding anything in 
this Act, from Time to Time, provide for the Constitution, Maintenance, 
and Organization of a General Court of Appeal for Canada, and for the 
Establishment of any additional Courts for the better administration 
of the Laws of Canada. 

See as to Salaries of Judges of Provincial Court, R. S. C, c. 138. 
As to General Court of Appeal for Canada, see R. S. C, c. 135. As 
to Exchequer Court, see 50-51 Vict. {Dom,), c. 16. 

VIII . R E V E N U E S ; D E B T S ; A S S E T S ; TAXATION. 

102. AU Duties and Revenues over which the respective Legislatures 
of Canada, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick before and at the Union 
had and have Power of Appropriation, except such Portions thereof as 
are by this Act reserved to the respective Legislatures of the Provinces, 
or are raised by them in accordance with the .special Powers conferred 
on them by this Act, shaff form One Consolidated Revenue Fund, to 
be appropriated for the Public Service of Canada in the Manner and 
subject to the Charges in this Act provided. 

103. The Consolidated Revenue Fund of Canada shall be perma
nently charged with the Costs, Charges, and Expenses incident to the 
Collection, Management, and Receipt thereof, and the same shall form 
the First Charge thereon, subject to be reviewed and audited in such 
Manner as shall be ordered by the Governor General in Council until 
the Parliament otherwise provides. 

104. The annual interest of the Public Debts of the several Prov
inces of Canada, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick at the Union shall 
form the Second Charge on the Consolidated Revenue Fund of Canada. 

105. Unless altered by the Parhament of Canada, the Salary of the 
Governor General shall be Ten Thousand Pounds Sterling Money 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, payable out of 
the Consolidated Revenue Fund of Canada, and the same shaff form 
the Third Charge thereon. 

106. Subject to the several payments by this Act, charged on the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund of Canada, the same shall be appropriated 
by the Parliament of Canada for the Public Service. 

As to Consolidated Revenue Fund, see R. S. C, c. 29. 
107. Aff Stocks, Cash, Banker's Balances, and Securities for Money 

belonging to each Province at the Time of the Union, except as in this 
Act mentioned, shall be the Property of Canada, and shall be taken 
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in Reduction of the amount ot the respective Debts of the Provinces 
of the Union. 

108. The Public Works and Property of each Province, enumerated 
in the Third Schedule to this Act, shaff be the Property of Canada. 

109. All Lands, Mines, Minerals, and Royalties belonging to the 
several Provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia, and New Branswick at the 
Union, and all Sums then due or payable for such Lands, Mines, Min
erals, or Royalties, shaff belong to the several Provinces of Ontario, 
Quebec, Nova Scotia and New Branswick in which the same are situ
ate or arise, subject to any Trasts existing in respect thereof, and to 
any interest other than that of the Province in the same. 

n o . All Assets connected whh such Portions of the Public Debt 
of each Province as are assumed by. that Province shall belong to that 
Province. 

111. Canada shall be liable for the Debts and Liabilities of each 
Province existing at the Union. 

112. Ontario and Quebec conjointiy shall be liable to Canada for 
the Amount (if any) by which the Debt of the Province of Canada 
exceeds at the Union Sixty-two million five hundred thousand Dollars, 
and shall be charged with interest at the Rate of Five per Centum per 
Annum thereon. 

113. The Assets enumerated in the Fourth Schedule to this Act 
belonging at the Union to the Province of Canada shall be the Property 
of Ontario and Quebec conjointly. 

114. Nova Scotia shall be liable to Canada for the Amount (if any) 
by which its Public Debt exceeds at the Union Eight million Dollars, 
and shall be charged with Interest at the Rate of Five per Centum per 
Annum thereon. 

115. New Brunswick shall be liable to Canada for the Amount (if 
any) by which its Public Debt exceeds at the Union Seven miffion 
Dollars, and shall be charged with Interest at the Rate of Five per 
Centum per Annum thereon. 

116. In case the Public Debts of Nova Scotia and New Branswick 
do not at the Union amount to Eight million and Seven mfflion Dollars 
respectively, they shall respectively receive by half-yearly Payments in 
advance from the Government of Canada interest at Five per Centum 
per Annum on the Diff'erence between the actual Amounts of their 
respective Debts and such stipulated Amounts. 

In addition to the $-j^,^,00,000 provided Jor in sections 112, 114, and 
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115, the Dominion has since Confederation assumed $31,930,148 on 
account of the Provinces. 

117. The several Provinces shall retain all their respective Public 
Property not otherwise disposed of in this Act, subject to the Right of 
Canada to assume any Lands or Public Property required for Fortifica
tions or for the Defence of the Country. 

118. The following Sums shall be paid yearly by Canada to the sev
eral Provinces for the Support of their Government and Legislatures. 

Ontario Eighty thousand Dollars. 
Quebec Seventy thousand Dollars. 
Nova Scotia Sixty thousand Dollars. 
New Brunswick . . . Fifty thousand Dollars. 

Two hundred and sixty thousand; and an annual Grant in aid of each 
Province shaff be made, equal to Eighty Cents per Head of the Popu
lation as ascertained by the Census of One Thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-one, and in the case of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, by 
each subsequent Decennial Census until the Population of each of those 
two Provinces amounts to Four hundred thousand Souls, at which Rate 
such Grant shall thereafter remain. Such Grants shall be in full Set
tlement of all future Demands on Canada, and shall be paid half-yearly 
in advance to each Province; but the Government of Canada shall 
deduct from such grants, as against any province, all Sums chargeable 
as Interest on the Public Debt of that Province in excess of the several 
Amounts stipulated in this Act. 

119. New Brunswick shall receive by half-yearly Payments in advance 
from Canada for the Period of Ten Years from the Union, an Addi
tional Allowance of Sixty-three thousand Dollars per Annum; but as 
long as the Public Debt of that Province remains under Seven million 
Dollars, a Deduction equal to the Interest at Five per Centum per 
Annum on such Deficiency shall be made from that Allowance of Sixty-
three thousand Dollars. 

120. All Payments to be made under this Act, or in discharge of 
Liabilities created under any Act of the Provinces of Canada, Nova 
Scotia and New Branswick respectively and assumed by Canada, shall, 
untU the Parliament of Canada otherwise directs, be made in such Form 
and Manner as may from Time to Time be ordered by the Governor 
General in Council. 

The present Act relating to subsidies to the provinces is R. S. C, c. 46. 
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121. AU Articles of the Growth, Produce or Manufacture of any one 
of the Provinces shaU, from and after the Union, be admitted free into 
each of the other Provinces. 

122. The Customs and Excise Laws of each Province shall, subject 
to the Provisions of this Act, continue in force until altered by the Par
liament of Canada. 

These matters have been legislated upon by the Dominion. See 
R. S. C, chaps. 32, 33, 34. 

123. Where Customs Duties are, at the Union, leviable on any 
Goods, Wares, or Merchandises in any two Provinces, those Goods, 
Wares, and Merchandises may, from and after the Union, be imported 
from one of those Provinces into the other of them on Proof of Payment 
of the Customs Duty leviable thereon in the Province of Exportation 
and on Payment of such further Amount (if any) of Customs Duty as 
is leviable thereon in the Province of Importation. 

124. Nothing in this Act shall aff"ect the Right of New Branswick 
to levy the Lumber Dues provided in Chapter Fifteen of Title Three of 
the Revised Statutes of New Branswick, or in any Act amending that 
Act before or after the Union, and not increasing the Amount of such 
Dues ; but the Lumber of any of the Provinces other than New Bruns
wick shall not be subject to such Dues. 

New Brunswick havittg surrendered these lumber dues, the Dominion 
pays that Province $150,000 a year additional. R. S. C, c. 46, s. i . 

125. No Lands or Property belonging to Canada or any Province 
shall be liable to Taxation. 

126. Such Portions of the Duties and Revenues over which the 
respective Legislatures of Canada, Nova Scotia and New Branswick 
had before the Union Power of Appropriation as are by this Act 
reserved to the respective Governments or Legislatures of the Provinces, 
and aff Duties and Revenues raised by them in accordance with the 
special Powers conferred upon them by this Act, shaU in each Province 
form One Consolidated Revenue Fund to be appropriated for the Public 
Service of the Province 

IX. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 

General. 

127. If any Person being at the passing of this Act a Member of the 
Legislative Council of Canada, Nova Scotia or New Branswick, to whom 
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a Place in the Senate is off"ered, does not within Thirty Days thereafter,, 
by Writing under his Hand addressed to the Governor General of the 
Province of Canada, to the Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia or 
New Brunswick (as the case may be), accept the same, he shall be 
deemed to have dechned the same ; and any Person who, being, at the 
passing of this Act, a Member of the Legislative Council of Nova Scotia 
or New Branswick, accepts a Place in the Senate shall thereby vacate 
his Seat in such Legislative CouncU. 

128. Every Member of the Senate or House of Commons of Canada 
shaff, before taking his seat therein, take and subscribe before the Gov
ernor General or some Person authorized by him. and every Member 
of a Legislative CouncU or Legislative Assembly of any Province shaff 
before taking his Seat therein take and subscribe before the Lieutenant 
Governor of the Province or some Person authorized by him, the Oath 
of Allegiance contained in the Fifth Schedule to this Act; and every 
Member of the Senate of Canada and every Member of the Legislative 
Councff of Quebec shaU also, before taking his Seat therein, take and 
subscribe before the Governor-General, or some Person authorized by 
him, the Declaration of Qualification contained in the same Schedule. 

129. Except as otherwise provided by this Act, all Laws in force in 
Canada, Nova Scotia or New Brunswick at the Union, and aU Courts 
of Civff and Criminal Jurisdiction, and aff legal Commissions, Powers 
and Authorities, and all Offices, Judicial, Administrative, and Ministe
rial, existing therein at the Union, shall continue in Ontario, Quebec, 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick respectively, as if the Union had not 
been made; subject nevertheless (except with respect to such as are 
enacted by or exist under Acts of the Parliament of Great Britain, or of 
the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland), 
to be repealed, abolished, or altered by the Parliament of Canada, or 
by the Legislature of the respective Province according to the Authority 
of the Parliament or of that Legislature under this Act. 

130. Until the Parliament of Canada otherwise provides, all Officers 
of the several Provinces having Duties to discharge in relation to Mat
ters other than those coming within the classes of Subjects by this Act 
assigned exclusively to the Legislatures of the Provinces shall be 
Officers of Canada, and shall continue to discharge the Duties of their 
respective Offices under the same Liabilities, Responsibffities, and Pen
alties as if the Union had not been made. 

131. Until the Parliament of Canada otherwise provides, the Gov-
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ernor General in Council may from Time to Time appoint such Officers 
as the Governor General in Council deems necessary or proper for the 
effectual Execution of this Act. 

132. The Parliament and Government of Canada shaff have all 
Powers necessary or proper for performing the Obligations of Canada 
or of any Province thereof, as Part of the British Empire, towards For
eign Countries, arising under Treaties between the Empire and such 
Foreign Countries. 

133. Either the English or the French Language may be used by 
any Person in the Debates of the Houses of the Parliament of Canada 
and of the Houses of the Legislature of Quebec; and both those Lan
guages shall be used in the respective Records and Journals of those 
Houses ; and either of those Languages may be used by any Person or 
in any Pleading or Process in or issuing from any Court of Canada 
established under this Act, and in or from all or any of the Courts of 
Quebec. 

The acts of the Parliament of Canada and of the Legislature of 
Quebec shall-be printed and published in both those Languages. 

ONTARIO AND Q U E B E C 

134. Untff the Legislature of Ontario or of Quebec otherwise pro
vides, the Lieutenant Governors of Ontario and Quebec may each 
appoint, under the Great Seal of the Province, the following Officers, 
to hold Office during Pleasure, that is to say, —the Attorney General, 
the Secretary and Registrar of the Province, the Treasurer of the 
Province, the Commissioner of Crown Lands, and the Commissioner of 
Agriculture and Public Works, and, in the Case of Quebec, the Solicitor 
General; and may, by Order of the Lieutenant Governor in Council, 
from Time to Time prescribe the Duties of those Officers and of the 
several Departments over which they shall preside or to which they 
shall belong, and of the Officers and Clerks thereof; and may also 
appoint other and additional Officers to hold Office during Pleasure, 
and may from Time to Time prescribe the Duties of those Officers, 
and of the several Departments over which they shall preside or to 
which they shall belong, and of the Officers and Clerks thereof. 

The Ontario Civil Service Act is R. S. O.. 1887, c, 14. 
135. Until the Legislature of Ontario or Quebec otherwise provides, 

all Rights, Powers, Duties, Functions, Responsibilities, or Authorities 
.-It the passing of this Act vested in or imposed on the Attorney Gen-
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eral. Solicitor General, Secretaiy and Registrar of the Province of 
Canada, Minister of Finance, Commissioner of Crown Lands, Commis
sioner of Public Works, and Minister of Agriculture and Receiver 
General, by any Law, Statute or Ordinance of Upper Canada, Lower 
Canada, or Canada, and not repugnant to this Act, shall be vested in 
or imposed on any Officer to be appointed by the Lieutenant Governor 
for the Discharge of the same or any of them; and the Commissioner 
of Agriculture and Pubhc Works shall perform the Duties and Func
tions of the Office of Minister of Agriculture at the passing of this Act 
imposed by the Law of the Province of Canada, as well as those of the 
Commissioner of Public Works. 

136. Related to use of Great Seals of Upper and Lower Canada, 
Ontario and Quebec temporarily. Effete. 

137. Related to use of words " next Session " as applied to Acts cur
rent at time of Union. Effete. 

138. From and after the Union the Use of the Words "Upper 
Canada'" instead of "Ontario," or "Lower Canada" instead of "Que
bec," in any Deed, Writ, Process, Pleading, Document, Matter, or 
Thing, shall not invalidate the same. 

139. Any Proclamation under the Great Seal of the Province of 
Canada issued before the Union to take effect at a Time which is sub
sequent to the Union, whether relating to that Province or to Upper 
Canada, or to Lower Canada, and the several Matters and Things 
therein proclaimed shall be and continue of like Force and Effect as if 
the Union had not been made. 

140. Any Proclamation which is authorized by any Act of the Legis
lature of the Province of Canada to be issued under the Great Seal of 
the Province of Canada, whether relating to that Province, or to Upper 
Canada, or to Lower Canada, and which is not issued before the Union, 
may be issued by the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario or of Quebec, as 
its Subject Matter requires, under the Great Seal thereof; and from, and 
after the Issue of such Proclamation, the same and the several Matters 
and Things therein proclaimed shall be and continue of the like Force 
and Effect in Ontario or Quebec as if the Union had not been made. 

141. Related to Penitentiary of old Province of Canada. See now 
R. S. C, c. 182. 

142. The Division and Adjustment of the Debts, Credits, Liabilities, 
Properties and Assets of Upper Canada and Lower Canada shall be 
referred to the Arbitrament of Three Arbitrators, One chosen by the 
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Government of Ontario, One by the Government of Quebec, and One 
by the Government of Canada; and the Selection of the Arbitrators 
shall not be made untU the Pariiament of Canada and the Legislatures 
of Ontario and Quebec have met : and the Arbitrator chosen by the 
Government of Canada shall not be a Resident either in Ontario or in 
Quebec. 

143. The Governor General in CouncU may from Time to Time 
order that such and so many of the Records, Books and Documents 
of the Province of Canada as he thinks fit shaU be appropriated and 
delivered either to Ontario or to Quebec, and the same shaU thence
forth be the Property of that Province; and any Copy thereof or 
Extract therefrom, duly certified by the Officer having charge of the 
Original thereof, shaff be admitted * Evidence. 

144. The Lieutenant Governor of Quebec may from Time to Time, 
by Proclamation under the Great Seal of the Province, to take eff'ect 
from a day to be appointed therein, constitute Townships in those 
Parts of the Province of Quebec in which Townships are not then 
already constituted, and fix the Metes and Bounds thereof. 

X. INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY. 

145. Related to building of Intercolonial Railway. The Railway 
was built as required. The section is therefore effete. 

XI. ADMISSION OF O T H E R COLONIES. 

146. It shall be lawful for the Queen, by and with the Advice of 
Her Majesty's Most Honorable Privy CouncU, on Addresses from the 
Houses of the Parliament of Canada, and from the Houses of the 
respective Legislatures of the Colonies or Provinces, of Newfoundland, 
Prince Edward Island, and British Columbia, to admit those Colonies 
or Provinces, or any of them, into the Union, and on Address from the 
Houses of the Parliament of Canada to admit Rupert's Land and the 
North-western Territory, or either of them, into the Union, on such 
Terms and Conditions in each Case as are in the Addresses expressed 
and as the Queen thinks fit to approve, subject to the Provisions of this 
Act; and the Provisions of any Order in Council in that Behalf shall 
have effect as if they had been enacted by the Parhament of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

Under the authority conferred by this section the following Provinces 
have been admitted to the Dominion: — 
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Manitoba and Northwest Territories, 15th July, 1870. 
British Columbia, 20th July, 1871. 
Prince Edward Island, ist July, 1873. 
147. In case of the Admission of Newfoundland and Prince Edward 

Island, or either of them, each shall be entitled to a Representation in 
the Senate of Canada of Four Members, and (notwithstanding any
thing in this Act) in case of the admission of Newfoundland, the 
normal Number of Senators shall be Seventy-six and their maximum 
Number shaff be Eighty-two; but Prince Edward Island when ad
mitted shall be deemed to be comprised in the third of the Three 
Divisions into which Canada is, in relation to the Constitution of the 
Senate, divided by this Act, and accordingly, after the Admission of 
Prince Edward Island, whether Newfoundland is admitted or not, the 
Representation of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick in the Senate shall, 
as Vacancies occur, be reduced from Twelve to Ten Members, respec
tively, and the Representation of each of those Provinces shall not be 
increased at any Time beyond Ten, except under the Provisions of this 
Act for the Appointment of Three or Six additional Senators under the 
Direction of the Queen. 

See note to Section 22 above. 

SCHEDULES. 

The First Schedule and the Second Schedule related to the original 
Electoral Divisions, which have since been altered from time to time as 
provided for in Section 51 of the Act. 

T H E T H I R D SCHEDULE. 

Provincial Public Works and Property to be the Property of Canada. 

1. Canals, with Lands and Water Power connected therewith. 
2. Public Harbors. 
3. Lighthouses and Piers, and Sable Island. 
4. Steamboats, Dredges, and public Vessels. 
5. Rivers and Lake Improvements. 
6. Railways and Railway Stocks, Mortgages, and other Debts due 

by Railway Companies. 
7. Mihtary Roads. 
8. Custom Houses, Post Offices, and all other Public BuUdings, 
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except such as the Government of Canada appropriate for the 
Use of the Provincial Legislatures and Governments. 

9. Property transferred by the Imperial Government, and known as 
Ordinance Property. 

10. Armories, Drill Sheds, Military Clothing, and Munitions of War, 
and Lands set apart for General Public Purposes. 

T H E FOURTH SCHEDULE. 

Assets to be Property of Ontario and Quebec conjointly. 

Upper Canada Building Fund. 
Lunatic Asylum. 
Normal School. 
Court Houses, 

in 
Aylmer. I- Lower Canada. 
Montreal. 
Kamouraska. 
Law Society, Upper Canada. 
Montreal Turnpike Trust. 
University Permanent Fund. 
Royal Institution. 

Consolidated Municipal Loan Fund, Upper Canada. 
Consolidated Municipal Loan Fund, Lower Canada. 
Agricultural Society, Upper Canada. 
Lower Canada Legislative Grant. 
Quebec Fire Loan. 
Temiscouata Advance Account. 
Quebec Turnpike Trast. 
Education — East. 

Building and Jury Fund, Lower Canada. 
Municipalities Fund. 
Lower Canada Superior Education Income Fund. 

T H E F I F T H SCHEDULE. 

Oath of Allegiance. 

I, A. B., do swear. That I wUl be faithfiil and bear trae Allegiance 

to Her Majesty Queen Victoria. 
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Note. — The Name of the King or Queen of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland for the Time being is to be substituted from 
Time to Time, with proper Terms of Reference thereto. 

Declaration of Qualification. 

I, A. B., do declare and testify. That I am by Law duly qualified to 
be appointed a Member of the Senate of Canada \or as the Case may 
be'], and that I am legally or equitably seized as of Freehold for my 
own Use and Benefit of Lands and Tenements held in Free and 
Common Socage [or seized or possessed for my own Use and Benefit 
of Lands or Tenements held in Franc aleu or in Roture {as the Case 
may be)}, in the Province of Nova Scotia [or as the Case may be], 
of the Value of Four Thousand Dollars over and above all Rents, 
Dues, Debts, Mortgages, Charges, and Incumbrances due or payable 
out of or charged on or aff'ecting the same, and that I have not col-
lusively or colorably obtained a Title to or become possessed of the 
said Lands and Tenements or any Part thereof for the Purpose of 
enabling me to become a Member of the Senate of Canada [or as the 
Case may be], and that my Real and Personal Property are together 
worth Four thousand Dollars over and above my Debts and Liabilities. 

APPENDIX A. 

An Act respecting the establishment of Provinces in the Dominion 
of Canada. 

Imperial Act, 34 and 35 Vict,, c. 28. 

•2^th June, 1871. 

W H E R E A S doubts have been entertained respecting the powers of the 
Parliament of Canada to establish Provinces in Territories admitted, or 
which may be hereafter admitted into the Dominion of Canada, and to 
provide for the representation of such Provinces in the said Parliament, 
and it is expedient to remove such doubts, and to vest such powers in 
the said Parliament: — 

Be it enacted, by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows : — 
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1. This Act may be cited for aff purposes as " T h e British North 
America Act, 1871." 

2. The Parliament of Canada may, from time to time, establish new 
Provinces in any Territories forming for the time being part of the 
Dominion of Canada, but not included in any Province thereof, and 
may, at the time of such establishment, make provision for the consti
tution and administration of any Province, and for the passing of laws 
for the peace, order and good government of such Province, and for its 
representation in the said Parliament. 

3. The Parhament of Canada may, from Time to Time, with the 
consent of the Legislature of any Province of the said Dominion, in
crease, diminish or otherwise alter the limits of such Province, upon 
such terms and conditions as may be agreed to by the said Legislature, 
and may, with the like consent, make provision respecting the effect and 
operation of any such increase or diminution or alteration of Territory 
in relation to any Province affected thereby. 

4. The Parliament of Canada may, from time to time, make pro
vision for the administration, peace, order and good government of any 
Territory not for the time being included in any Province. 

5. The following Acts passed by the said Parliament of Canada, 
and intituled respectively: " An Act for the temporary government 
" of Rupert's Land and the North-Western Territory when united with 
" Canada," and " An Act to amend and continue the Act 32 and 33 
" Victoria, chapter 3, and to estabhsh and provide for the Government 
" of the Province of Manitoba," shall be and be deemed to have been 
valid and effectual for all purposes whatsoever from the date at which 
they respectively received the assent, in the Queen's name, of the Gover
nor General of the said Dominion of Canada. 

6. Except as provided by the third Section of this Act, it shall not 
be competent for the Parliament of Canada to alter the provisions of 
the last mentioned Act of the said Parliament, in so far as it relates to 
the Province of Manitoba, or of any other Act hereafter establishing 
new Provinces in the said Dominion, subject always to the right of the 
Legislature of the Province of Manitoba to alter from time to time the 
provisions of any law respecting the qualifications of Electors and 
members of the Legislative Assembly, and to make laws respecting 
elections in the same Province. 
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APPENDIX B . 

An Act to remove certain doubts with respect to the powers of the 
Pariiament of Canada, under Section i8 of the British North Amer
ica Act, 1867. 

Imperial Act, 38 and 39 Vict., c. 38. 
\<jth July, 1875. 

W H E R E A S , by section eighteen of the British North America Act, 

1867, it is provided as follows : — 
" T h e privileges, immunities and powers to be held, enjoyed and 

" exercised by the Senate and by the House of Commons, and by the 
" members thereof respectively, shall be such as are from time to time 
" defined by Act of the Parliament of Canada, but so that the same 
" shall never exceed those at the passing of this Act, held, enjoyed and 
" exercised by the Commons House of Parliament of the United King-
" dom of Great Britain and Ireland, and by the members thereof." 

And, whereas doubts have arisen with regard to the power of defin
ing by an Act of the Parliament of Canada, in pursuance of the said 
section, the said privileges, powers or immunities; and it is expedient 
to remove such doubts : — 

Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the au
thority of the same, as follows : — 

i. Section eighteen of the British North America Act, 1867, is 
hereby repealed, without prejudice to anything done under that Sec
tion, and the foUowing section shall be substituted for the Section so 
repealed: 

The privileges, immunities, and powers to be held, enjoyed and 
exercised by the Senate and by the House of Commons, and by the 
members thereof respectively, shall be such as are from time to time 
defined by Act of the Parliament of Canada, but so that any Act of the 
Parliament of Canada defining such privileges, immunities and powers 
shall not confer any privffeges, immunities or powers exceeding those 
at the passing of such Act held, enjoyed and exercised by the Commons 
House of Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire
land, and by the members thereof. 

2. The Act of the Parliament of Canada, passed in the thirty-first 
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year of the Reign of Her present Majesty, Chapter twenty-four, in
tituled : " An Act to provide for oaths to witnesses ' being administered 
" in certain cases for the purposes of either House of Pariiament,'" shall 
be deemed to be valid, and to have been valid as from the date at 
which the Royal assent was given thereto by the Governor General of 
the Dominion of Canada. 

3. This Act may be cited as " the Parliament of Canada Act, 1875." 

APPENDIX C . 

An Act respecting the Representatives in the Pariiament of Canada of 
Territories which for the time being form part of the Dominion of 
Canada, but are not included in any Province. 

Imperial Act. 
2stk June, 1886. 

W H E R E A S it is expedient to empower the Parliament of Canada to 
provide for the representation in the Senate and House of Commons 
of Canada, or either of them, of any Territory which for the time being 
forms part of the Dominion of Canada, but is not included in any 
Province. 

Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
and Commons in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows : — 

1. The Parliament of Canada may from time to time make provision 
for the representation in the Senate and House of Commons of Canada, 
or in either of them, of any Territories which for the time being form 
part of the Dominion of Canada, but are not included in any Province 
thereof. 

2. Any Act passed by the Parliament of Canada before the passing 
of this Act for the purpose mentioned in this Act shall, if not disallowed 
by the Queen, be, and shall be deemed to have been, valid and effectual 
from the date at which it received the assent, in Her Majesty's name, 
of the Governor General of Canada. 

It is hereby declared that any Act passed by the Parliament of 
Canada, whether before or after the passing of this Act, for the purpose 
mentioned in this Act or in the British North America Act, 1871, has 
eff'ect, notwithstanding anything in the British North America Act, 
1867, and the number of Senators or the number of members of the 
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House of Commons specified in the last mentioned Act is increased by 
the number of Senators or of members, as the case may be, provided 
by any such Act of the Parliament of Canada for the representation of 
any Provinces or Territories of Canada. 

3- This Act may be cited as " T h e British North America Act, 
1886." 

This Act and the British North America Act, 1867, and the British 
North America Act, 1871, shaff be construed together and may be 
cited together as " T h e British North America Acts, 1867 to 1886."' 
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T H E MOST IMPORTANT INDIAN TRIBES OF CANADA. 

The Indian tribes which have figured most prominently in the history 
of Canada are to be classified under two great families or stocks, the 
Iroquois and the Algonquin. Of these the most powerful, most aggres
sive, most advanced in development and in tribal organization, were 
members of the Iroquois family; while the Algonquin tribes were the 
most numerous and most widely distributed. 

ALGONQUIN STOCK. 

Those Indians occupying the eastern seaboard of Canada, with whom 
the early explorers came first in contact, were of the Algonquin stock. 
In the Acadian peninsula and on the Gulf coast were the Micmacs. 
In the valley of the St. John River dwelt the Melisites ; and to the west 
of these ruled the fierce and powerful tribe of the Abenakis, occupying 
territory which is now the State of Maine. On the north shore of the 
Lower St. Lawrence were the Montagnais. From the Montagnais 
westward extended the Algonquins proper, the tribe which gives its 
name to all the group. This tribe occupied most of Quebec, and a 
large portion of Ontario. It came early under French control, and was 
peculiarly an object of Iroquois hostUity, although it had the firm affi
ance and support of the Hurons, a powerful member of the Iroquois 
group. The Ojibways were a numerous tribe, dweUing in Ontario. 
The Shawnees, who came into Canada from the south, and played a 
brief but brilliant part under the leadership of their famous chief, 
Tecumseh, belonged to the Algonquin stock. Prominent in our early 
history, though not dwelling on what is now Canadian soff, were the 
great Algonquin tribe of the Illinois, with their kindred, the Sacs and 

477 
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the Pottawatomis. A numerous tribe of the same family is that of the 
Crees, distributed over the whole North-west from Hudson Bay to the 
Rockies. These people were conspicuous in the Saskatchewan rebel
lion. Along the Rockies, from the Saskatchewan southward, spread 
the Blackfeet, another influential branch of this stock. The Algonquins, 
in general, though ranking lower than the Iroquois, stand high in rela
tion to the other Indian families. 

IROQUOIS STOCK. 

Of this family the dominant tribes were those known as the Iroquois, 
or Five Nations, a confederation skilfully organized and sagaciously 
conducted. It was not alone their warlike prowess — their courage, 
swiftness, and relentlessness — that made their name a living fear from 
the Atlantic to the Mississippi. Their command of the arts of policy 
and diplomacy was no small part of their strength. They were far-
seeing enough to adopt a definite policy, and sufficiently stable to 
follow it out through successive generations. Their shrewdness and 
steadiness of purpose thus enabled them for a long time to hold a sort 
of balance of power between the French and English colonies, and 
gained them a degree of consideration never paid to any other Indians. 
The five tribes making up the Iroquois Confederacy were the Mohawks, 
occupying the Lake Champlain region, and extending eastward nearly 
to the land of the Abenakis; the Oneidas, lying immediately west of 
the Mohawks; the Onondagas, in the centre, holding the main lodge 
and council fire of the Confederacy; the Cayugas, south of the eastern 
end of Lake Ontario; and the Senecas, on the western flank of the 
Confederacy, occupying the Niagara district. To this league was 
afterwards added a kindred tribe, the Tuscaroras, which migrated 
northward from North Carolina; and thenceforward the Confederacy 
was known as the Six Nations. Immediately west of the Senecas dwelt 
the Neutral Nation, so called, whose neutrality did not save them from 
ultimate destraction by their all-conquering kindred. Another tribe of 
this stock, the fierce Eries, or " Wild Cats," suffered the same fate as the 
Neutrals, when they were so unhappy as to cross the path and purposes 
of the Five Nations. The habitat of the Eries was south of the great 
lake to which they have left their name. Especially conspicuous 
throughout the earlier history of Canada was the great tribe of the 
Hurons, or Wyandots, occupying the fertile regions east and south of 
Georgian Bay. Here they had populous villages and well-tilled fields; 
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and they dwelt in firm alliance with the French as well as with the 
neighboring Algonquin tribes, till the flame of Iroquois hate devoured 
them. In courage, in organization and development, and in language, 
they were so like their triumphant kinsfolk that these latter were always 
ready to adopt them into their own tribal organizations. Indeed, the 
avowed object of the Iroquois in one of their most devastating wars 
was to force the Hurons into union with certain of their tribes, whose 
ranks had become depleted. Unlike most Indians, those of the Iro
quois family do not deteriorate or die out when brought in contact 
with civilization. They are almost as numerous at the present day 
as they were when their power was at its height; they can point to 
self-supporting and prosperous communities as evidence of their capacity 
for civilization; and individual members of these communities have 
pushed their way to prominence in various walks of modern life. 

There are many Indian tribes in Canada which belong to neither of 
the above great families, but few of these have played any notable part 
in our story. Of the great DAKOTA FAMILY, we have the Assiniboines, 
and those " Iroquois of the west," the Sioux. These latter, having 
their home in Minnesota and the Dakotas, have at times moved over 
the border and given concern to our Indian Department. The Assini
boines, dwelling on the Assiniboine and Saskatchewan rivers, are 
second only to the Crees in importance among the tribes of our 
North-west. 

To the north of the Crees and Assiniboines we come upon a tribe 
called the Chippewyans, belonging to the ATHABASCAN STOCK. Of 
this stock also are other North-west tribes, such as the Dog-Ribs, 
Yellow-Knives, and Sarsi. The most famous and most formidable 
member of the Athabascan stock is the great Apache nation, whose 
implacable ferocity is, fortunately for us, confined to a sphere far south 
of the Canadian borders. 
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Duck Lake, 389. 
Duvar, John Hunter, 426. 
Duchesneau, 84. 
Duluth, 90. 
Dundas Street, 214. 

Durham, Lord, 296, 303. 
Durham's Report, 306. 
Dual representation, 357. 
Dufferin, Lord, 373, 382. 

E. 

Earthquakes, 72, 320. 
E^ t e r pasty, 172. 
Eastem Townships, 201. 
Eagle and Growler, 243. 
Edge Hill, 175. 
Education in Canada, 418, 419, 420, 421. 
Elgin, Lord, 310, 320. 
Embargo Act, 220. 
English and French colonies compared, 

141. 
England attacked by France, Spain, 

Holland, 190. 
Equal Rights Agitation, 407. 
Eric the Red, 3. 
Eries, extirpation of the, 67. 
Estates, sulidivision of, 76. 
Esquimalt, 400. 
Everlasting Salaries Bill, 274. 
Executive Council, 212. 
Exploits, river, 413. 
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Forsyth, the case of, 273. 
Fraser River, 331, 369. 
Franklin's map, 315. 
Franklin, Sir John, 257. 
French, colony in Florida, 18; fisheries 

question, 96; shore disputes, 163, 412, 
415-

French Canadians, after the conquest, 
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Gilbert, Sir Humphrey, 19, 20. 
Glen, 98. 
Gladwyn, Major, 174. 
Glengarry, Highlanders, 235 ; militia, 292. 
Glenelg, Lord, 286. 
Goodridge, 416. 
Governor and executive, 212. 
Governor's Road, 214. 

Governor-General, the, 351. 
Gosford, Lord, 268, 292, 296. 
Gore, Colonel, 293. 
Gore, Fighting militia of the, 299. 
Gourlay, Robert, 271. 
Gowan, Judge, 377. 
Grass, 200. 
Grand Pr6, 95, 120,129. 
Gray, Colonel John Hamilton, 343, 344. 
Gray, Judge John Hamilton, 344. 
Greenland Colony, 3, 4. 
Green Bay Mission, 82, 85. 
Great Meadows, 132. 
Great Fish River, 257. 
Grit, 356. 
Griffin, the, 85. 
Guy, John, 31. 
Guerriere, the, 234. 

H. 

Harold Harfager, 3. 
Haverhill, massacre of, 108. 
Handheld, Major, 129. 
Halifax, 123, 149. 
" Halifax Currency," 434. 
Halifax fisheries award, 381. 
Habitans, the, 167, 168. 
Half-breeds, the, 386, 387. 
Haliburton, 423, 424. 
Hall's Bay, 413. 
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Le Borgne, 57. 
Le Loutre, Abb6, 124. 
Le Jeune, Father, 59. 
Le May, Pamphile, 425. 
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Montmorenci, 151. 
Monument to Wolfe and Montcalm, 159. 
Munro, Colonel, 139. 
Munro doctrine, the, 439. 
Murray, General, 129, 151, 160. 
Municipal institutions, 308. 
Musgrave, Antony, 368. 

N. 

Nashwaak, Fort, 105 ; River, l8o. 
Nassau, 214. 
Naval duels between Great Britain and 
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Pittsburg, 147. 
Pictou, 180. 
Pickett, Captain, 333. 
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Poutrincourt, 23, 31. 
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Reform Party, 274. 
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Reformer and Conservative, 308. 
Rebellion Losses Bill, 319, 320. 
Redan, the, 325. 
Representation by population, 336. 
Rideau Canal, 258. 
Richelieu, 42, 48. 
Richelieu River, 165. 
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Smythe, Tracey, 281. 
Soccage, free and common, 176. 
Social life in New France, 170. 
Sorel, 78. 

Sons of Liberty, 292. 
Soto, de, 17. 
Sovereign Council, the, 74. 
States-Rights doctrine, 339. 
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Ste. Marie, 66. 
St. Pierre Island, 163. 
St. Sauveur, 30. 

T. 
Tadousac, 21. 
Talon, 74, 76, 80, 82. 
Tarleton, 191. 
Taylor, Colonel, 243. 
Tache, Sir Etienne P., 344. 

Tache, Archbishop, 364. 
Tenure of fealty and homage, the, 42. 
Tenure of office despatch, 306. 
Tea fax, 184. 
Tecumseh, 226, 228. 
Temple, 58. 
Telegraph systems, Canadian, 435. 
Telephone, invention of, 435. 
Terra Corterealis, 8 
Thorwald, 3. 
Thorfinn Karlsefni, 4. 
Three Rivers, 61, 165, 166, 189, 223. 
Thompson, Sir John, 409, 410, 412. 
Thompson, Charles Poulett, 305. 
Ticonderoga, 138, 139, 146, 186. 
Timber duties, 218. 
Tippecanoe, 226. 
Tilley, Sir S. L., 337, 342, 344. 
Tour, Charles de la, 31, 47, 50, 51,52, 53,, 

54, 57, 58. 
Tour, Claude de la, 47, 49. 
Tour, Lady la, 49, 56. 
Tonti, Henry de, 85. 
Townshend, General, 151, 159. 
Todd, Alpheus, 425. 
Toronto, 215, 216, 274, 299. 
Tory, 356. 
Treaties, Canada gains right to negoti

ate, 407. 
Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, 121; of Paris, 

162, 173, 176; of Versailles, 193, 194; 
of Amity and Commerce, 216; of 
Ghent, 251; the Ashburton, 314; the 
Reciprocity, 324, 348; the Oregon, 332; 
of Washington, 370; of Utrecht, n o ; 
of Ryswick, 103, 104, 106. 

Trent aff'air, the, 340. 
Turgot, 194. 
Tupper, Sir Charles, 337, 342, 344, 406. 
Turcotte, 424. 
Twelve Resolutions, the, 279. 
Tyrrell, 411. 

U. 

United Colonies of New England, the, 
66, 186. 

United Empire list, 202. 
United States, the frigate, 234. 
Uniacke, R. J., 287. 
Uniforms and arms, 169. 



INDEX. 493 

Universal Postal Union, 434. 
Upper House, elective, 325. 
Ursulines, 70. 
Utrecht, treaty of, n o . 

Van Buren, President, 314. 
Van Corlaer, 64. 
Van Egmond, 299. 
Van Rensselaer, General, 227. 
Van Schuitz, 302. 
Vancouver Island, 330. 
Vancouver Island and British Columbia 

separated, 333, 402. 
Vancouver, Captain George, 255. 
Vaudreuil, Marquis de, 108,112,113,132, 

142, 148, 152. 
Vauban, i n . 
Vasco di Gama, 6. 
Venango, Fort, 121. 
Verendrye, de la, 113. 
Vercheres, Madeline de la, 102. 
Vergor, 127, 156. 
Verrazzano, 8. 
Victoria, 330. 
Victoria Bridge, the, 338. 
Viel, Father Nicholas, 41. 
Vigilance committee, 298. 
Vignan, Nicholas, 36. 
Vigilant, the, 118. 
Villebon, 104. 
Ville-Marie, 62, 69. 
Villiers, de, 132. 
Vincent, Colonel, 239. 
Vineland, 3. 

Virginian militia, the, 134. 
Voltigeurs, 235. 
Volunteer Force, 325. 

W. 

Walker, Sir Hoveden, 109. 
Walker, Admiral, 414. 
War of Spanish succession, 107; of 

Austrian succession, 115; Seven 
Years', the, 137 ; of 1812, 225, 252. 

War feeling, Maine and New Brunswick, 

313-
Warren, Admiral, 118. 

Washington, George, 131, 134, 183, 189, 
191, 217, 267. 

Washington, treaty of, 405; city of, cap
tured, 251. 

Wcisp, the, 234. 
Waterways, inland, 438. 
Webb, General, 139. 
Webster, Daniel, 313. 
West India Company, 76. 
West, the struggle for, 130. 
West, Sir SackviUe, 406. 
Weir, Lieutenant, 293. 
Welsford, Major, 325. 
Wentworth, Sir John, 217. 
Wetherall, Colonel, 293. 
Whelan, E., 344., 
Whitbourne, Captain Richard, 32. 
Whiteway, Sir William, 413, 416. 
Willis, Judge, 273. 
Wilkinson, General, 244. 
Wilkes, Captain, 341. 
William Henry, Fort, 105, 136. 
Williams, Sir Fenwick, 325. 
Wilson, Sir Daniel, 421. 
Wimbledon, 373. 
Wilmot, Lemuel Allan, 284. 
Winnipeg, 366. 
Winnipegoosis, 114. 
Winslow, Colonel, 126,129. 
Winthrop's expedition against Montreal, 

IOI. 
Wives brought out for colonists, 80. 
Wolfe, General, 142, 150, 151, 158. 
Wolfe's Cove, 155. 
Wolseley, General Sir Garnet, 365, 403. 
Wool, Captain, 230. 
World's Fair, the, 411. 
Worrell estate, the, 326. 

Yeo, Sir James, 241. 
Yorktown, 191. 
York, 215. 
York, Little, 216, 237, 238. 
York Factory, 257. 
Young Street, 214. 
Young Teazer, 24^. 
Young, John, 277. 
















