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the whole of the island was granted to English officers and others, 
at small quit-rents, on condition that each grantee should within 
the next four years bring in one actual settier for every two 
hundred acres of his grant. The vast estates thus lightiy gained 
were as lightly valued. Sometimes they were sold for a trifle, 
sometimes they were gambled away, till almost aU this " Garden 
of the Gulf" was in the hands of a few indifferent proprietors, 
many of whom dwelt in England and disregarded the terms on 
which they had received their great possessions. This state of 
affairs was a grievous drawback to the growth of the island; and 
later on, as we shall see, it led to serious evils. At the request 
of the new proprietors, the island, with its little handful of colo
nists, was separated from Nova Scotia and erected into a separate 
province. This took place in 1770; and Colonel Walter Patter
son was made first governor, with a small salary, and with such 
a variety of duties as few governors have been asked to perform. 
He came with a full staff of officials, their stipends to be judged 
from that of his attorney-general, which was fixed at one hundred 
pounds a year. Small as it was, it proved for some time more 
than he could collect. Undaunted by lack of population, and of 
many other things usuaUy considered requisite to a fuU-ffedged 
province, provision was quickly made for an elective assembly, 
which was duly convened and held its first session in 1773. 
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59. Trouble brewing between England and the Thirteen Col
onies. — Hardly had the bonfires that hailed the conquest of 
Canada died out in the market-places of Boston, Philadelphia, and 
The growth New York, hardly were the paeans of loyal rejoicing 
t/on în^he' hushed in colonial throats, ere began that unhappy dis-
coionies. p^^g which ended in the rupture of our race. When the 

Treaty of Paris was signed, there were shrewd observers in Europe 
who said that in driving France out of North America England 
had thrown away her strongest hold upon her colonies. In fact, 
no sooner did the colonies cease to need the strong arm of the 
mother country, than they also ceased to remember that they owed 
her anything. When the bugbear of French invasion no longer 
terrified them, they clung no longer to the mother's skirt. No 
longer occupied in fighting the enemy at their gates, they turned 
their turbulent energies to fighting the officers of the King, the 
regulations of Parhament. That they had bitter grievances the 
most hostile historian must allow. But that these grievances were 
sufficient to justify them in setting their swords to the throat of 
the motherland, — this is what no fair critic can grant. That 
motherland had just been fighting their battles, pouring out her 
blood and treasure lavishly to rid them of their foes. The Seven 
Years' War, as far as England was concerned, was purely a war 
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for the colonies. In this imperial cause she burdened herself 
with a debt that was in those days held appaUing. It was not to 
be wondered at that she should expect the colonies to contribute 
something toward the payment of this debt. The only way in 
which they could be called on to contribute seemed to be through 
the medium of taxes. On the other hand, the colonies were 
without representation in the Imperial Parliament, and one of the 
dearest principles of British liberty was that there should be no 
taxation without representation. The position was plainly one 
that required tact and tenderness on both sides; but, alas, no tact 
or tenderness was shown on either. The British government was 
bitterly aggrieved at the ingratitude of the colonists in seeking 
to evade their share of the war-debt. The colonists grew to 
believe that their most sacred rights were being trampled, their 
manhood contemptuously ignored. Their smouldering wrath, 
fanned by agitators and demagogues who now strut as patriots 
across the page of history, ffamed out at last in open rebellion. 
True patriots indeed there were in the American colonies; and 
in both the loyalist and revolutionary parties they were to be 
found. Among them towers preeminent the figure of Washington, 
whose clear sincerity, dauntless courage, and self-sacrificing devo
tion to his country command the reverence of friend and foe 
alike. But Washington, and those like Washington, did not go 
about to stir up the conffagration, whffe at the same time profess
ing unquenchable loyalty to England ! They, on the contrary, 
sought a common ground of reconcihation, in a removal of just 
grievances on both sides. But on both sides, alas, prevaUed the 
counsels of the rash and blind. 

Let us glance hastily at some of the grievances of which the 
colonies complained. These chieffy had regard to customs du
ties and interference with trade. For the benefit of colonial 
British merchants, British manufacturers, and British e^evances. 
ship-builders, colonial shipping was kept down by severe naviga
tion laws, colonial manufactures were strangled by ingenious 
prohibitions, and colonial commerce was affowed to ffow into 
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none but British ports. The great products of the country — 
furs, hides, cotton, indigo, tobacco, sugar —could be sold only 
to Great Britain; and none but British ships were allowed in the 
colonial harbours. Of course, as a result of such regulations, an 
immense deal of smuggling went on. This proved very profitable 
to the colonists. When England undertook to suppress it, there 
was resistance at once. In a foolish hour the British government 
determined to employ the King's army and the King's navy in the 
work of revenue collecting. The royal uniforms thus became 
associated in the popular mind with aU that was most hateful to 
it, — with the coUection of taxes deemed unjust, and with the exe
cution of laws held tyrannical. The British troops had already 
made themselves very unpopular with the colonists by their over
bearing attitude, and by the supercihous contempt which they 
displayed toward the colonial militia, who were man for man 
their equals. In fact it has been said that the seeds of the revolu
tion were sown by the ffl-bred arrogance of British officers, who 
made themselves hateful to aU the colonial troops. 

But among the events which stand out as direct causes of the 
revolution, none loom darker than the Stamp Act and the Tea 
Tax. The Stamp Act (1763) required that all contracts, deeds, 
wills, and such like written agreements between man and man 

should carry government stamps in order to be legal. 
Act and the The tax was a light one, but it reached into every 
Tea Tax. . 

concern of life. It forced itself upon the attention 
of every colonist. It was a frank assertion of the claim of the 
Imperial Parliament to tax British subjects not represented in 
that Parliament. The act was both improper and impolitic. 
Wise statesmen, hke Pitt, spoke fervently against it, but in 
vain. Then from end to end of the Atlantic seaboard rose 
fierce protests. Mobs gathered to resist, and collectors were so 
roughly handled that they resigned their offices in terror. The 
storm deepened so ominously that, at the eleventh hour, the 
ministry bowed before it, and repealed the tax (1766). There
upon the colonies sank back into an uneasy quiet. It was the 
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quiet of a slumbering volcano. The next false move of Parliament 
was a bill to tax all tea brought into colonial ports. Again blazed 
forth the anger of the colonists. Boston was the centre of the 
popular indignation. A revenue cutter was attacked and burned. 
A merchant caught selling English goods was stoned in the streets. 
The very preachers from their pulpits stirred up the people to in
surrection. Then came the childish farce of the " Boston Tea 
Par ty" (1773), when a band of Boston citizens, disguised as 
savages, boarded a British ship and emptied her cargo of tea 
into the waters. This, of course, was a deliberate felony, none 
the less criminal because ridiculous; but it is sometimes held up 
to admiration as a dignified and patriotic protest against unjust 
taxation ! The angry home government retorted by closing the 
port of Boston and withdrawing the charter of Massachusetts. 

War seemed by this time very near. A Continental Congress, 
to devise means of mutual support, was therefore summoned. It 
met at Philadelphia (1774). An address of heated protest was 
forwarded to the King. One of the grievances of the ^,. „ ^ , 

° ° The First and 
colonies was alleged to be the passing of the Quebec second con-
Act. This establishment of a Roman Catholic province 
in the north was declared to be an intolerable menace to the 
Protestant colonies. In the foUowing year the Congress met again 
at Philadelphia (May, 1775). An urgent appeal was now made 
to Nova Scotia and Quebec, calling on them to join their sister 
provinces in withstanding British tyranny. But the message fell 
on deaf ears. In the address to Canada the Roman Catholic 
population was ffattered and caressed in a way strangely at 
variance with the words of the previous year. The sagacious 
ecclesiastics of Quebec must have smiled at the contrast. 

60. The War begun, and Canada invaded by the Revolutionists. 
— MeanwhUe, some weeks before the meeting of the second 
Congress, swords had been crossed and the war begun. Bhnd 
intolerance had had its way on both sides. General Gage, 
military governor at Boston, had sent out a detachment to seize 
some rebel stores at the village of Lexington (April 19, i775)-
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This force had been surrounded by a swarm of " Minute Men," 
— as the militia about Boston were called, from the fact that they 

were ready for duty at a minute's notice. The Eng-
Lexington , . , , , . • , , 
and Bunker lish soldiers were driven back to the city with heavy 
Hill 

loss, but not tiU they had accomplished their errand 
and destroyed the stores. Then, two months later, came the 
battie of Bunker Hill. This, contrary to the general notion, was 
a British victory, — but it was a costly one. Twice were the royal 
troops repulsed with loss, before they succeeded in carrying the 
enemy's position. The rebels made a brave stand, but in the end 
were utterly defeated; and their defeat is commemorated by a 
trophy which stands on the citadel at Quebec. It is one of the 
cannon which the British columns captured at Bunker Hill. 

In the name of the United Colonies a continental army was now 
enrolled. Its professed aim was not to seek independence, but 
to secure redress of grievances. The Continental Congress, then 

in session at Philadelphia, decided that if Canada 
Canada ^ 
invaded by did not thirst for the blessings of liberty, these bless-
the rebels. . , , , , , , 

mgs must be thrast upon her. It was resolved to 
capture Canada before reinforcements from England could be 
poured in. That redoubtable rebel. Colonel Ethan Allen, with a 
band of his Vermont Rangers, or " Green Mountain Boys," had 
surprised the forts of Ticonderoga and Crown Point. The old 
war-path into Canada lay open. An army of three thousand men 
under General Montgomery was sent against Montreal by way of 
the Richelieu; while Colonel Benedict Arnold, with a force of 
twelve hundred, made his way up the Kennebec and down the 
Chaudiere toward Quebec. To defend Canada against these two 
invasions the governor. Sir Guy Carleton, had only about four 
hundred regulars, and some five hundred and fifty French Cana
dian volunteers. The habitans, for the most part, were deter
mined to remain neutral. They had had enough of fighting to 
last them for a generation. In spite of the appeals of their clergy, 
the persuasions and commands of the seigneurs, they refused to 
respond to the governor's caU for aid. Nevertheless we may say 
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that to them we owe this Canada; for without the few hundred 
French Canadians who did rally to the British flag, and without 
the obstinate neutrality of their countrymen, Quebec must have 
fallen. By refusing to join the rebels the habitans fought Eng
land's battle. 

To Sir Guy Carleton, also, we owe a debt that is never to be 
forgotten. But for his unconquerable energy the invaders must 
have triumphed. They forced the passage of the 
Richelieu, captured the forts of St. John's and Cham- Carleton at 

^ •' Quebec, 

bly, and took possession of Montreal. Carleton fled 
in disguise to Quebec, narrowly escaping capture, and there made 
ready for his last stand. In Quebec he weeded out all those citizens 
who sympathized with the rebels, expelling them from the city. 
From among the loyal remnant he was able to enroll some hundreds 
of hardy volunteers. With sixteen hundred men at his back — a 
smaU force indeed, but to be trusted — he awaited the struggle. 

When Arnold, after a daring and terrible journey through the 
winter wilds, arrived at Quebec, he came under the walls and 
called upon the city to surrender. He was answered from the 
mouth of a cannon. Thereupon he withdrew, and formed his 
camp on the Plains of Abraham. A little later he was Arnold before 
joined by Montgomery from Montreal. Quebec was ^^^^^'^ 
then closely besieged; but the position of the besiegers, as the 
rigour of winter settled in, became bitterly trying. They were 
chagrined at their failure to seduce the French Canadians. They 
knew that if the siege dragged on tiU spring they might expect a 
British fleet to relieve Quebec. In this strait they resolved on 
a desperate venture. 

It was the last night of the year 1775. In thick dark and a 
driving storm they crept up to take the city by assault. While a 
feigned attack was made on the walls over against the ^^^ ̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
Plains of Abraham, two assaulting columns moved ^̂ ^̂ "̂̂ ^̂ 0̂° 
secretly upon the Lower Town. Once let the streets 
be gained, and they trusted to scale the waffs to the Upper Town. 
One column, led by Arnold, approached from the side of the 
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St. Charies, through the suburb of St. Roch's. After a hot fight,, 
in which Arnold was wounded, the assailants carried the two-gun 
battery which guarded the entrance, and forced their way into the 
city. With flame, and steel, and yeUs, raged the battie through 
the streets, tiff there came a body of troops from the Upper Town. 
Falling upon the rear of the invaders, they captured about four 
hundred, and drove the rest in headlong flight. 

The second assaulting column, led by Montgomery himself, 
came down the St. Lawrence shore from Wolfe's Cove, and 
Defeat of sought to enter the city by a narrow path where now 
andSh^f runs Champlain Street. At the head of this path 
Montgomery. gjQQjj guard a company of Canadians. They had a 
small cannon, loaded with grape, pointing directly up the path. 
The enemy stole forward in the darkness, tiU they thought them
selves near enough, and then made a rush to overpower the guard. 
But in their faces belched a roaring flame, and a close volley of 
grape mowed down the head of their column. Among the slain 
were Montgomery himself and his two aides. Leaving their sud
den dead on the field, where the faUing snow soon covered them, 
the assailants fled in a panic. In the morning the bodies were 
brought into the city. That of Montgomery was cared for with 
special consideration; and the place of his burial, in the St. Louis 
bastion, was marked with a cut stone. The dead leader, slain so 
piteously in darkness and defeat, was a brave and humane officer 
whose memory is respected by his foes. His death was in strik
ing contrast to that of his adored master, the heroic Wolfe. It is 
a strange coincidence that both Montgomery, the invader of Can
ada, and Carleton, her defender, had fought under Wolfe in his last 
campaign, and made him their exemplar as a soldier and as a man. 

After this disastrous repulse the enemy contented themselves 
^^ . with keeping the city under strict blockade. Toward 
The Amen- r o .; cans driven spring reinforcements arrived, and thev pressed the outof Canada. ^ <= ' j f 

siege. But before they could accomphsh anything the 
garrison was cheered by the sight of British ships in the St. Law
rence. The invaders hastily retired. Carleton saUied out upon their 
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rear, captured their artiffery, and turned their retreat into a head
long rout. A few weeks later a little band of regulars and Indians, 
descending from the western forts to help in the defence of Can
ada, attacked and captured a body of four hundred Americans at 
the rapids of " T h e Cedars" on the St. Lawrence. This was in 
May of 1776. In June the Americans sent a force to attack 
Three Rivers. They were met by an equal force of Canadians 
and regulars. The battle was sharp, but the invaders were routed. 
Reinforcements were now flowing into Canada; and the Ameri
can troops, giving way at all points, abandoned Montreal. They 
fell back on Lake Champlain. There, for a time, a small fleet 
gave them control of the situation. But during the summer the 
British bufft an opposing squadron. By autumn it was afloat; 
and then was fought a hot battle for the mastery of the lake. 
The fleet of the revolutionists was destroyed. Thereupon they 
blew up the grim ramparts of Crown Point, and left the lake in 
English hands. Carleton drew his entrenchments at Isle au Noix ; 
and once more the inland gates of Canada were barred against 
the enemy. 

61. The Revolting Colonies achieve their Independence. — The 
invaders having been beaten back from the bounds of Canada, 
the rest of the war is not a part of Canadian history; but its 
results were of such vital importance to us that the struggle must 
be briefly outiined here. In 1776 the congress at The colonies 
PhUadelphia issued what is known as the " Declaration sefvefinde"" 
of Independence." So many of the colonists remained 5 °̂̂ °̂*. 
loyal that the straggle now became a civil war. Brother fought 
against brother, father against son. Conspicuous among the 
loyahsts were the Iroquois, who were held faithful to the Royal 
cause by the influence of Sir William Johnson. Washington dis
played great judgment in avoiding pitched batties between his 
untrained militia and the disciplined forces of the Crown. By his 
persistency and patience he gradually drove the English back 
from point to point, without ever defeating them in the field. 
On Long Island the English in fair fight drove the revolutionists 
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before them, and might have destroyed the whole continental 
army but for the inertness of the commander-in-chief. Lord Howe. 
Howe then advanced from New York, defeated Washington at the 
battie of the Brand)Tvine, and occupied Philadelphia; where he 
wintered and amused himself. 

In this same year a force of about eight thousand regulars, with 
a thousand Indian aUies, was gathered in Canada under General 
Burgoyne, for the purpose of ascending Lake Champlain, capturing 
Albany, descending the Hudson to New York, and thus cutting 
the revolution in two. The enterprise failed disastrously. The 

colonial militia swarmed like hornets about the line of 
Burgoyne's 
disaster at march, shutting off supplies, and harassing the English 
Saratoga. ' . ^ „ *̂ ^ , ' , . , j • j i j j 

at every point. Burgoyne s little army dwindled day 
by day, — disease, desertion, and the bullets of the sharpshooters 
eating away his ranks, till he had less than six thousand men left 
in his command. He fell back in despair on Saratoga. Here 
he was surrounded by General Gates with a much superior force, 
and was compelled to surrender. 

This was an overwhelming triumph for the revolutionists. 
And now came the hour for France. She hungered to avenge the 
defeats of the last war. She recognized the revolted colonies as 
g^ an independent and sovereign state, and took up arms 
attacked by in their support. England straightway found herself 
other Euro- involved in a European war. Holland thought the 
pean powers. ° 

hour was come to humffiate her ancient rival. Spain 
joined in, hoping to win back Gibraltar. It was the hour for 
England's enemies, of whatever race or clime. French leaders 
and French sympathy were a tower of strength to the revolution
ists, while yet their fate hung in the balance. When England's 
hands were thus fettered by her entanglements in Europe, it was 
clear that she could not subdue the colonies. Though continually 
beaten in fair field, defeat but made the revolutionists more for
midable. In England, too, there was a strong party which bitterly 
opposed the war. There were statesmen of power and wisdom 
who thought the rebel provinces not wholly in the wrong, and who 
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v/ished to let them go in peace. But the King was obstinate. 
The war dragged on, with the greatest vindictiveness on both 
sides, but with no great actions. Lord Howe resigned, and was 
succeeded by Sir Henry Clinton, who pushed the war with more 
alacrity. He seized Charleston; and his lieutentant. Lord Corn
wallis, gaining several victories in quick succession, forced the 
rebellion in the South to hide its head (1781). Soon afterwards, 
however, the colonials won a pitched battle, defeating the famous 
loyahst leader, Tarleton, at " the Cowpens." 

At length there fell upon the English the overwhelming disas
ter of Yorktown. New York was menaced by a combined attack 
of French and revolutionists. Cornwallis evacuated Charleston 
and hastened northward to help Clinton. Threatened by greatly 
superior numbers, he halted and entrenched himself at York-
town, on a neck of land jutting out into Chesapeake Bay. Here, 
expecting the arrival of a British fleet, he felt himself secure. 
But the fleet that came was that of France, and he found him
self hopelessly entrapped. Four times outnumbering his own 
force, the French and American armies under Rochambeau and 

Washington shut him in to landward. The French „ 
° Cornwallis 

broadsides commanded his water-front. He could capitulates 
at Yorktown. 

either starve or capitulate. He capitulated. This was 
the end of the struggle, because the British people would fight no 
longer, nor suffer the King to prolong a war in which their hearts 
were not engaged. 

.4ny clear observer could see that England was not beaten by 
the revolutionists. But littie of her vast power had been put 
forth in America. That she was not exhausted was promptly 
shown by the vigour with which she now turned on England ac-
her foreign foes, humbling them swiftly by land and theTndeien-
sea. A tithe of this obstinate energy, displayed on un'ited°"'̂ * 
American fields, must have crushed even Washington's states, 
tireless courage. In the following year (1782) England acknowl
edged the independence of the Americans. She made over to her 
triumphantly rebellious children aU those vast regions stretching 
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from the western boundaries to the Pacific, — a generosity which 
was far from palatable to France and Spain. France had helped 
the colonies, not for the love she bore them, but because she 
hoped through them to cripple her great adversary and win back 
some portion of her New Worid empire. But aU she got in the 
end was humiliation and debt. French Canada, prosperous and 
favoured under Enghsh rule, remained faithful to English alle
giance; and the realm of the fertUe west was placed forever 
beyond French grasp. The claws of the hon's cub were now 
closed upon that prize more jealously than those of the old hon 
had ever been. 

Canada, after the repulse of the invasion, had heard but the 
distant mutterings of the dread storm in the south. The brave 
and politic governor. Sir Guy Carleton, had resigned in 1777, 
seeking active service, and feeling confident that the wave of 
war would not again break over the Canadian frontier. He was 
Echoes of the succeeded by General Haldimand, whose harshness 
Maritime*''* made him somewhat unpopular. This severity, how-
Provinces. ever, was not without wholesome effect on the rebel 
emissaries who sought to seduce the Canadians from their alle
giance. In Nova Scotia such emissaries met at first with a 
measure of success. Some people of MaugerviUe, on the St. John 
River, foohshly lent ear to them, and were led by one Colonel 
Eddy to make an attack on Fort Cumberland.^ This enterprise 
failed ignominiously; but the Maugervfflians tried to console them
selves by seizing a brig that lay in the Missiguash. The prize 
was sold in an American port. Their exploit, however, brought 
them neither glory nor gain ; for the government made them pay 
the owners of the brig its full value, and then forgave them, with 
a warning to indulge in no more such escapades. The Indians, 
too, of the St. John River and the Gulf shore put on war-paint 
under persuasion from Boston, and some of them took part in 
the expedition against Fort Cumberland. But a mixture of firm-

1 Formerly Beausejour. 
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ness, gifts, and flattery converted them into loyal subjects. At 
the St. John mouth, under the waffs of Fort Frederick, then 
without a garrison, stood a smaU fishing settiement. A band of 
marauders from the port of Machias in Maine wiped out both fort 
and settiement. The infant settiement of Charlottetown, and the 
coasts of Bay Chaleur, were ravaged by American privateers. 
Many of these privateers were mere pirates, without privateering 
license, and their outrages were sharply condemned by the rebel 
Colonel John Allan, in the Massachusetts Assembly. 

Peace was at length secured by a treaty signed at VersaiUes on 
Sept. 3rd, 1783. By this treaty Canada suffered. England was 
in a mood to be generous, — a generosity for which The Treaty of 
she has since received small thanks, — and this mood "^^"^''^^s. 
she chose to indulge at some expense to Canada. The rich Ohio val
ley — aU the fertUe region, indeed, to the south of the Great Lakes 
— was taken from Canada and given to the new-bom republic. 
From the point where the St. Lawrence is crossed by the 45th 
parallel, the southern boundary of Canada was declared to lie 
along the mid-channel of the river, and through the middle of 
Lakes Ontario, Erie, Huron, Superior, and Lake of the Woods. 
On the east the boundary between Nova Scotia and Maine was 
defined to be the St. Croix River, with a "line drawn from its 
source to the highlands dividing the waters falling into the Atlantic * 
from those emptying themselves into the St. Lawrence." This 
definition was an irretrievable blunder, permitting Maine to thrast 
a great elbow of alien territory far up between Canada and Nova 
Scotia. It was a blunder from the effects of which we suffer to 
this day. The wording, too, was ignorantly vague; and from its 
vagueness afterwards came disputes which were hardly settled 
without another war. 
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62. The Loyalists.—When England signed the Treaty of 
VersaiUes (1783), she was so bent on being generous to her tri-
Theloyalists umphant enemies, that she failed in common justice to 
the^Trea '̂of the friends who had staked their aU upon her fidelity 
Versailles. ^^^ prowess. The war, made possible by the selfish 
stupidity of Parliament in denying to the colonists the rights of 
free British subjects, was a stinging humiliation to the motherland 
before the eyes of all peoples. But more humihating beyond 
measure was the peace which abandoned the loyalists to their 
fate. The treaty made no provision for them, except that it 
pledged Congress to commend them to the kind consideration 
of the various states ! This clause of the treaty caUed forth 
indignant protest both in the House of Commons and in the 
House of Lords. Wilberforce said, " When I consider the case 
of the loyahsts, I confess I there feel myself conquered; I there 
see my country humihated; I see her at the feet of America." 
Lord SackviUe said, " A peace founded on the sacrifice of these 
unhappy subjects must be accursed in the sight of God and 
man." The worried government, however, pleaded harsh necessity. 
In piteous tones they protested — " We had but the alternative 
either to accept the terms proposed, or continue the war." But 
the honour of England demanded that her last penny should be 

194 
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spent, her last sword shattered in war, before she forsook those 
whom she was bound by every tie to defend. The compensations 
which, as we shall presently see, she afterwards granted to the 
loyahsts, were only the late rendering of a partial justice. 

But the destiny that governs nations was working to great ends. 
It was decreed that of stern and weff-tried stuff" should be built a 
nation to inherit the northern half of this continent. The migra
tion of the loyalists will some day come to be recognized as one 
of those movements which have changed the course of history. 
It will be acknowledged as not less significant and far-reaching 
in its results than the landing of the Pilgrim Fathers. For, with
out detracting from the achievement of our French 

The character 
fellow-citizens, who have moulded a great province, of theioyai-
it is but truth to say that the United Empire loyalists 
were the makers of Canada. They brought to our making about 
thirty thousand people, of the choicest stock the colonies could 
boast. They were an army of leaders, for it was the loftiest heads 
which attracted the hate of the revolutionists. The most inffuen-
tial judges, the most distinguished lawyers, the most capable and 
prominent physicians, the most highly educated of the clergy, 
the members of council of the various colonies, the Crown 
officials, people of culture and social distinction, — these, with 
the faithful few whose fortunes foffowed theirs, were the loyalists. 
Many of them would never have consented to dweU under the 
ffag of the new republic. Many others, accepting the decision 
of the war, would have forced themselves to accept also the new 
government; but for having remained trae to their ahegiance 
they were hounded to the death as traitors. Canada owes deep 
gratitude indeed to her southern kinsmen, who thus, from Maine 
to Georgia, picked out their choicest spirits, and sent them forth 
to people our northern wilds. ' 

63. Experiences of the Loyalists during the War. — For those 
of the loyalists who were loyal because of the offices which they 
held under the Crown, trouble of course began long before the 
outbreak of the war. This was especially the case in Massachu-
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setts, where indignant patriots proved their patriotism by burn
ing Governor Hutchinson's mansion, mobbing sheriffs and judges. 
The people driving feeble old men into the woods, and heaping 
bifOTi'the foul insults upon the wives and daughters of officials. 
"^ '̂' Where the violence was directed merely against Crown 

officers in the act of enforcing obnoxious statutes, of course much 
allowance must be made. When collectors of the tea-duty, or 
officers executing the Stamp Act, were tarred and feathered, such 
ebulhtions may be regarded as merely an energetic form of pro
test. But the violence of protest soon deepened into the violence 
of persecution. On the approach of war the line between the 
loyalists and revolutionists widened to a gulf of hate. Many of 
the loyalists could not have been other than loyal, because their 
sense of duty forbade them to rebel, although they were ready 
enough to seek redress of grievances in a constitutional way. 
Yet others again, divided in their sympathies, not certain as to 
the right course, or merely averse to the miseries of war, hesi
tated. But all these alike, in the eyes of the revolutionary party, 
were traitors. The word " traitor " was put to a novel use when it 
was applied to the loyalists. 

The loyalists, in turn, were not backward in retorting the same 
vigorous epithet upon the revolutionists. In those districts where 

they were heavily outnumbered, they were compelled 
The loyalists •' •' > / r 
in New Eng- to scck Safety with the King's troops. They were 

beaten and plundered, their estates confiscated, and 
themselves banished under penalty of death. When Gage evacu
ated Boston, out-generalled by Washington at the very beginning 
of the war, he took with him hundreds of loyal citizens, who dared 
not trust their lives to the men of Massachusetts. It has been 
weU asked by a distinguished writer, "Were not the loyalists 
Americans, and did not their wrongs exceed any of those done to 
Americans by the King?" Even the wives of the English and 
German officers captured with Burgoyne's army at Saratoga were 
subjected to gross insult during their captivity in Boston. 

Where, as was the case in parts of the South, the population 
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was fairly divided between loyalist and revolutionist, the fight 
was waged with intense ferocity, and dreadful barbarisms were 
practised on both sides. In some districts the two factions threat
ened to exterminate each other. Noted partisan leaders arose, 
like Tarleton on the loyal side, Marion on what was The loyaUsts 
now caUed the "continental" side. Adventurous i° the south, 
chiefs like these gathered troops of followers who smarted to 
avenge either public or private, real or fancied, wrongs; and a 
vindictive guerilla warfare was waged. Each side did cruel out
rage in the name of the cause which it held sacred. 

When at length peace was declared, terrible was the case of the 
vanquished. Peace should sheathe the sword and bring forgetful
ness of vengeance; but this peace meant the opportunity of the 
victors. It was followed by barbarities which put an ineffaceable 
stain on the shield of the young republic. At the 
time of the evacuation of New York Sir Guy Carleton comes at last 

to the rescue. 
commanded the English forces in America; and feel
ing bitterly the desertion of the loyahsts, he sent several thousands 
of them away in the King's ships. But of the great numbers lying 
beyond the reach of Carleton's care many were put to ignominious 
death. Scourging, ducking, tarring and feathering, proscription, 
and banishment were the fate that feU to the remainder. The 
state governments deliberately plundered, and drove out in abject 
poverty, men guUty of nothing but fair fight in a lawful cause. 
At Charleston, when the King's troops saffed away, the spectacle 
that greeted their backward gaze was one that English cheeks 
must blush to think of. The bodies of twenty-four loyahsts, 
abandoned to their foes by the country they had fought for, swung 
from a row of gibbets on the wharf. It is not civihzation, but bhnd 
barbarism, that takes such vengeance upon the conquered. Men 
like Washington, Hamilton, Jay, and Greene, jealous for the honour 
of their cause, protested, but in vain. At length the cry that went 
up from the suff"ering loyalists grew so bitter that England tardily 
gave ear. 

Sir Guy Carieton was the chief mover in the work of rescue; 



198 A HISTORY OF CANADA. 

but Governor Haldimand in Quebec and Governor Parr in Nova 
Scotia lent eff"ective aid. It was decided that the refugees should 
be settled in western Canada, in Nova Scotia, and on the Island 
of St. John; that they should be given grants of land according 
to their rank and standing, in extent from one hundred acres up 
to several thousand; and that they should be fed by the govern
ment, till their lands should begin to make return. The loyalists 
of the Atlantic coast gathered in the seaport towns, where ships 
were speedily provided. Others, dwelhng inland, were directed 
to make their rendezvous at Niagara,, Sackett's Harbour, Oswego, 
and the foot of Lake Champlain. In the year 1783 the great 
exodus took place, and the loyalists ffocked across the border 
into the land which they and their descendants have made great. 
They divided into two main streams, one moving eastward to the 
Maritime Provinces, the other flowing westward to the region 
north of the Lakes. 

64. The Loyalists in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince 
Edward Island. — In St. John, New Brunswick, the i8th day of 
The founding May is celebrated as the natal day of the city. On 
andShei^" that day, 1783, took place the Landing of the Loyal-
''"™ -̂ ists. The mouth of the St. John River is a secure 
haven, but fenced about with grim and sterUe hills which behe the 
fertile country lying inland. Hither came the ships of the refugees 
from New York, and aU through the summer they continued to 
arrive. At the harbour mouth they .built a city which they called 
Parrtown, in honour of Nova Scotia's governor. Many went on 
through the rocky defile of the Narrows, and spread up the beau
tiful shores of the great river a distance of eighty-four miles, to 
St. Anne's Point. Five thousand loyalists came to the St. John 
during this memorable summer. These were, for the most part, 
officers and men of disbanded regiments who had fought bravely 
for the King, — among them the famous Queen's Rangers, — and 
their temper toward the MaugerviUe settiers, who were known to 
have sympathized with the rebels, was by no means friendly. The 
MaugerviUe settiers were known as the " old inhabitants." Where 
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these " old inhabitants " could show tides to their lands, they were 
secure ; but in other cases, where titles were not forthcoming, the 
loyalists were very ready to seize the farms of the squatters in 
revenge for what they had themselves been forced to endure. 

Whffe the St. John River vaUey was thus filhng up with strong 
settiers, and a busy city rising at the river's mouth, other loyahst 
bands went to Nova Scotia, and to the fertile gulf province 
which still bore the name of St. John's Island. On the tidal 
meadows of the Bay of Fundy waters they settled, and at Digby, 
and along the Atlantic coast to eastward of Halifax; but their 
great settlement was made at Port Razoir, near the south-west cor
ner of the peninsula. Here was a superb and landlocked harbour 
which captivated the exiles. As it were in a night there sprang up 
on its shores a city of twelve thousand inhabitants, which took the 
name of Shelbume. But the site had been ill-chosen. Shelburne 
had nothing but its harbour. The country about it was not fertile. 
There was nothing to nourish a town of such size and pretension. 
So the city which had sprang up like a gourd in a single night, 
withered as it were in a day. Its people scattered to Hahfax and 
other parts of the province, some even going up the St. Lawrence 
and westward to the Lake region. And in three years from its 
sanguine foundation Shelburne had dwindled to a smaU viUage. 
In some cases the very houses of this fleeting city were taken down 
and carried away, to be set up again at Yarmouth or Weymouth. 

The loyalists of the St. John River were no sooner settied than 
they demanded representation at Hahfax. When this was refused 
by Governor Parr they at once agitated for a division of the prov
ince. In spite of the governor's opposition this was granted, for 
they had strong friends in England; and in 1784 Nova Scotia was 
shorn of her great territory to the north of the Bay of New Bruns-

1 . 1 r wick and 

Fundy. This region was erected into the province ot cape Breton 
New Branswick, with Colonel Thomas Carleton, Sir ^eprov-^" 
Guy's brother, as its governor. He was assisted by a ""=*® 
councU of twelve members, and an elective assembly of twenty-six 
representatives. Cape Breton, at the same time, was made a 
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separate province, under Major Desbarres as governor; and its 
capital was removed from Louisburg to the new town of Sydney. 
About eight hundred loyalists moved into Cape Breton, settiing 
at Sydney, Louisburg, St. Peter's, and Baddeck, where during 
their first winter they suffered terribly from storm and famine. 
The existence of Cape Breton as a separate province was brief. 
In 1820, as we shaU see, it was reabsorbed in Nova Scotia. 

Soon after the establishment of New Brunswick, Parrtown was 
incorporated as a city, and its name was changed to St. John. 

Two years later (1786) the capital was removed to St. 
Fredericton -' \ ' / r 
made the Anne's Point, eighty-four mffes up the river, where the 
capital of ^ '̂  , ., ^ , . , . ^ , . 
New Bruns- city of Fredericton was built. The main object of this 
wick. . . 

removal was greater security from attack, the object 
which Vihebon, too, had sought when he removed thither from 
Port Royal. It was also the governor's purpose to escape from 
the distractions of a stirring commercial centre, which St. John 
very rapidly became. The province of New Brunswick, like its 
mightier sister Ontario, was thus peculiarly a child of the loyal
ists. It is estimated that the loyalist migration brought not less 
than twenty thousand people into Nova Scotia, New Branswick, 
and Prince Edward Island. In New Brunswick the new-comers so 
overwhelmingly outnumbered the old inhabitants that they gave 
their own character and type to the whole province. 

65. The Loyalists in Western Canada. — Into the work of 
finding western homes for the loyalists Governor Haldimand 
of Canada threw himself with fervour. As we have seen, most 
of the loyahsts of the seaboard went to Nova Scotia; but a 
Paths taken P^^'tio" of this eastern stream flowed on into the 
and districts Gulf and tumed up the St. Lawrence. Some of 
occupied by ^ 

the western these wide-wandering immigrants stayed their course 
at Sorel, a few miles below Montreal. The greater 

number, however, went on to the vast unpeopled spaces about 
Fort Frontenac. These pioneers of what is now our premier 
province, the great commonwealth of Ontario, were led by a 
sturdy loyalist of the Hudson, named Grass, whose father, hav-
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ing once been prisoner among the French at Fort Frontenac, 
had reported the country good. To this same region followed 
the greater number of the inland loyalists, making their escape 
from the hostile repubhc by way of Oswego, Sackett's Harbour, 
and Ogdensburg. The chief movement took place in 1784, 
and occupied all the northern shore of Lake Ontario. The 
western fringe of the migration consisted of families from the 
Susquehannah valley, many of whom worked their way along 
Lake Erie as far as the banks of the St. Clair. The refugees 
who had gathered at Niagara were wise enough not to go far. 
They established themselves on the sunny and fruitful lands 
along the Niagara River and around the head of Lake Ontario, 
whence they spread westward through the peninsula that lies 
between Erie and Huron, the very garden of Canada. On the 
east of this inland migration lay invitingly open the pathway of 
Lake Champlain and the Richelieu, so often the track of armies. 
By this most accessible portal entered many of the Hudson River 
loyalists, — Germans of the old Palatinate settiements. Sir John 
Johnson's disbanded " Royal Greens," and the Mohawks who had 
so faithfully adhered to the fortunes of the Crown, under their 
great chief, Joseph Brant. 

Many of these went on to the west and north, settling the 
St. Lawrence shore between Fort Frontenac and Montreal; but 
others, dreading the long journey and the hardships The Eastern 
of the remoter wilderness, paused in their flight as Townships, 
soon as they found themselves well beyond the border. The 
pleasant country between the American frontier and the old St. 
Lawrence settiements was thus filled up with a strong popula
tion. It now forms what is known as "The Eastem Townships," 
— a distinctively English section of the French province of Que
bec. That all the inland loyalists did not stay in the Eastern 
Townships is due to two facts. In the first place, the loyalists 
had been trained to self-government, and doubtiess looked to 
the erection of a new province with a constitution and laws very 
diff'erent from those established in Canada by the Quebec Act. 
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In the second place. Governor Haldimand discouraged settie
ment along the frontier, dreading a continuance of the American 
intrigues which had already caused him so much trouble. 

It is estimated that not fewer than ten thousand loyalists 
came into the St. Lawrence and Lake districts during the great 

migration. This number includes what are known as 
influence of the " Later Loyahsts," who came in after the pioneers 
the loyalists. ^^^ opened the way. These later loyalists were 
people who, through prudence or weakness, had made them
selves less obnoxious to the revolutionists and had therefore 
been aUowed to stay in the new republic. Their hearts, how
ever, had clung to the old ffag. The first comers were of the 
sturdier stock, and more uncompromising in their views. To 
them belongs the greater glory. The majority of them were 
members of loyal colonial regiments which had fought with tire
less tenacity through the war; and when, nearly a generation 
later, war broke out between England and the American states, 
they and their sons proved that the warhke fire had not been 
suffered to perish. To this, as we shall see, the records of the 
war of i8 i 2-14 bear witness. As the history of Canada unfolds, we 
shaU mark henceforth the mighty influence of the thirty thousand 
exiles who crossed our borders in those eventful years. As we 
watch the destiny of this people taking shape, we shall be forced 
to realize that the hands most potent in shaping it are the hands 
of the sons of the loyalists. 

66. Conditions of Life among the Loyalists. — From 1783 to 
1790 the British government kept commissioners at work inquir-
The United 'i^S î t̂o the claims of the loyalists, and granting 
Empire List, ^hgjjj partial indemnity for the losses which they 
had sustained in the war. The total amount paid out by Great 
Britain in this way was nearly ^15,000,000, which does not in
clude the value of the general land grants, implements, and sup
plies of food which were issued. In many sections the loyalists 
were fed on government rations for three years after their arrival. 
The sons of the loyalists, on coming of age, were entitled to cer-
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tain grants and privileges. In 1789, therefore, was compUed that 
roll of honour known as the United Empire List, consisting of 
the names of all the loyalists who had fled out of the republic 
during the previous six years. These were to be known thence
forward as the United Empire Loyahsts. After their names they 
were entitled to place the letters U. E. L. 

Among the supplies granted to the faithful immigrants were 
tools for building their houses and implements for clearing and 
tiUing their lands. To each pioneer family were Miusand 
given a plough and a cow. A few of the settlements *°°̂  
were so fortunate as to receive portable mills for the grinding 
of their grain. The greater number of the pioneers, however, 
in Upper Canada at least, had no such luxuries as mills. Their 
grain was chiefly Indian com and wild rice. These they crushed 
between stones, or with an axe; and with the broken stuff" they 
made a rough bread. But this clumsy process was soon super
seded by the " Hominy Block," — a hard-wood stump, with a 
large hollow burned in the top of it. In this hoUow the grain 
was pounded with a great wooden rammer or " plumper." Some
times a hominy block was large enough to hold a bushel or two 
of grain at a t ime; and in such case the grinding was done by 
a stone with a heavily weighted " sweep," or long pole, attached 
to it. Of course, as prosperity advanced these primitive con
trivances were soon set aside, and grist-mills took their place. 

As the settlers feUed the great trees which covered their do
mains, they used the logs to buUd their cabins and their barns. 
Such sawed lumber as they absolutely required they got out 
laboriously with the " whip saw" and " cross-cut." Many of 
these men were quite new to the use of axe and saw. Not 
a few had been accustomed to hfe in social centres; but now 
they made their homes in harshest isolation. Often miles of 
savage forest severed them from their nearest neighbours. They 
had been used to snug cottages, well-stored roomy farmhouses, 
or perhaps to those stately old colonial mansions wherein reigned 
a hospitality aU but princely. Now they betook themselves to 
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a log dwelling, often with but one room and one window. Its 
roof would be mere sheets of bark stretched on a layer of poles ; 

its chinks would be stuffed with moss and clay to 
keep out the wind. Their chimneys at first were 

perilous structures of sticks and clay. As soon as possible, how
ever, they reproduced the ample chimneys of their former dweU-
ings, bufft of rough stone or coarse and iU-shaped brick; and 
thousands of such chimneys stand to this day, occupying a hugely 
disproportionate space in the houses which they both serve and 
dominate. 

Into these rude first dweUings of the loyalists came some arti
cles of luxury, brought from rich homes on the Susquehannah, the 

Hudson, or the Connecticut. To-day the sons of the 
Furniture. 1 , 1 1 1 1 

loyalists point with pride to tall, old clocks, to time-
stained chairs and " secretaries," that have shared the changed 
fortunes of their ancient owners and withstood the rough journey 
from the world into the wilderness. In most cases, however, little 
was saved from the angry revolutionists, and that little could not 
be taken over the forest trails. Some of the loyalist cabins had no 
furniture but a bed, made of four poles with strips of basswood 
bark woven between them. The toil of clearing and planting 
sometimes left no time for the construction of luxuries like chairs 
and tables. To stave off actual famine took all the settler's ener
gies. In parts of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, of course, 
where the way was already opened up by older settlers, the new
comers had less hardship to endure; but by far the greater por
tion of the country allotted to the loyalists was remote and 
unbroken wUdemess. 

In the subduing of this wilderness the loyahsts were not at first 
convincingly successful. Many of them, as we have seen, were by 
The Hungry HO means fitted for the hfe into which they had been 
^̂ "̂̂ ^ so harshly thrust. In 1787, just when they were 
being thrown upon their own resources by the government, the 
stubborn soil rebelled against its new masters and the crops 
on aU sides faffed. This was in the Lake region. Though the 
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government had only undertaken to feed the immigrants for three 
years, some of the more shiftless among them had made no pro
vision for the time when this help would cease. Others, who had 
done their best, had yet been unfortunate in the battie with frost 
and wffd beasts. The foUowing year, 1788, was one of the bitter
est privation, tiU a good harvest ended the anguish. Its memory 
comes down to us under the name of the " Hungry Year." The 
people had to dig those wild, tuberous roots which children know 
as "ground-nuts." Butternuts and beechnuts were sought with 
eager pains. Men sold their farms for a littie hour, or even the 
coarsest bran. The early buds of the basswood were gathered and 
boiled, with the weed caUed " lamb's-quarter," and pigweed, and 
the wild " Indian cabbage." Game of aU sorts was fairiy abun
dant, — deer, rabbits, turkeys, pigeons; but powder and shot were 
scarce. Gaunt men crept about with poles, striving to knock 
down the wild pigeons; or they angled aU day with awkward, 
home-made hooks for a few chub or perch to keep their families 
from starvation. In one settiement a beef-bone was passed from 
house to house, that each household might boU it a httie whffe and 
so get a ffavour in the pot of unsalted bran soup. A few of the 
weak and aged actually died of starvation during these famine 
months; and others were poisoned by eating noxious roots which 
they grubbed up in the woods. As the summer wore on, however, 
the heads of wheat, oats, and barley began to grow plump. 
People gathered hungrily to the fields, to pluck and devour the 
green heads. Boiled, these were a luxury; and hope stole back 
to the starving settlements. 

But this year had marked the climax of their trials ; and thence
forward the loyalists of Upper Canada made swift progress. At 
the very beginning they had realized the value of "Bees"and 
cooperation ; and instead of each man painfully level- *™i"=s-
ling his own patch of forest, hauhng his own logs, building his own 
meagre cabin, a system of "frolics" or " b e e s ' " was instituted. 

1 Tile word "frolic" seemed the more in favour tiirougliout the provinces by 
the sea, while around the lakes " bee " was the accepted term. 
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There were "chopping frolics" and "building bees." Later, 
when the cleared fields began to yield generous crops, and the 
frame-house little by httle took the place of the log-cabin or 
shanty, then came " husking bees " and " framing bees." When 
a new homestead was to be raised, along the raw roads and 
"blazed" traffs the men of the townships came ffocking to the 
neighbourly task. On such occasions (when once the first hard 
years were over), there was free mirth and rough but wholesome 
abundance. The daring of wolves and bears made pork, mutton, 
and beef all too scarce; but venison and wild turkeys were on 
hand; with pies of wild fruit, and pyramids of smoking corn-
bread or "johnny-cake." A dehcacy much favoured at these fes
tivities was known as " pumpkin-cake," which consisted of a 
mixture of boffed pumpkin and corn-meal, sweetened with maple 
sugar, spiced, and baked. Or it was made without sweetening, 
and eaten with butter. At such festivals, as at ordinary times, 
the spoons and dishes used were generally of wood, — the white 
fine-grained wood of the poplar being preferred for the purpose. 
Little by little these wooden utensils were replaced by pewter, 
which came to the pioneer's door in the packs of occasional 
Yankee peddlers. This pewter, under much scouring, was made 
to shine like silver. 

Long after our loyalist fathers had learned to satisfy their 
robust appetites with generous and varied backwoods fare, their 

thin t '̂•^^^ '^^P^ '̂'̂  primitive simplicity. At first, of course, 
they had the ordinary costumes of the pre-Revolution 

time, which they brought with them. These, in the case of the 
wealthier classes, were quite too gorgeous and elaborate for wear 
in the woods. The men would outshine the most dazzling beUe 
of our more sober day. Imagine a Robinson, a VanAlstine, a 
Delancey, dressed in a wide-ffapping frock-coat of blue damask 
lined with velvet, white satin waistcoat, black satin tight knee-
breeches, white sffk stockings, and red morocco slippers with huge 
silver buckles covering the whole instep ; — or in a pea-green coat, 
white silk vest, and yeUow nankeen knee-breeches, with garter-
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bows dangling to the ankles. Perhaps for informal occasions 
the loyahst gentry would be content wfth stockings of some dark 
hue, and wide-skirted coat of snuff"-colour, bottie-green, or claret. 
Certain it is, however, that most of the loyahsts had smaU choice 
in the matter of clothes after they had been a year or two in the 
new land. As speedily as possible ffax and hemp were grown, and 
the clacking loom became an institution in every settier's cabin. 
Coarse linen was woven; and blankets of hemp mixed with hair 
from hides. But wool was long a scarce article, owing to the 
fondness of Canadian wolves for loyalist sheep. Many of the 
poorer men, and women too, wore nothing but dressed deerskins, 
which proved durable indeed, but soon got lamentably greasy. In 
the scarcity of soap, the scant linen of the household was often 
washed with strong lye. In the records of the time we read of 
a girl who innocentiy tried to clean her one garment, a gown of 
deerskin, in the same potent liquid, and saw the leather shrivel 
away to nothing before her startled eyes, so that she was fain to 
hide in the potato cellar tiff her mother could get her a blanket. 
As for finery, a littie of that could be got, by those able to afford 
it, from the Yankee peddlers already referred to. It usually took 
the form of poorly-printed calicoes at a fabulous number of shil-
hngs per yard. We read of such cahcoes at eight and ten shiUings, 
with book muslin at eighteen shillings. Many a bride of the loyal
ists had nothing but deerskin for her wedding garment. 

But the stubborn energy of these pioneers, which had made 
them so hated by their adversaries, in due course carved success 
out of misfortune. The greatness of that success one success at 
has but to look around him to see. The loyahsts '̂ *̂-
were God-fearing men, and they held sacred the education of 
their chff dren. Therefore as soon as the wffderness began to yield 
before their axes, they made haste to build the school-house and 
the church ^ in every district. A jealous care for these marks the 
Canadian spirit to this day. 

I The first loyalist church erected in what is now Ontario was that of the loyal 
Mohawks on Grand River. 
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67. Lord Dorchester Governor-General. — Ever since the pass
ing of the Quebec Act in 1674, the Enghsh inhabitants of Canada 
Canadians, h -̂d been dissatisfied. As we have seen, the provisions 
En^ îshahice, of French law were deeply distasteful to them. Still 
res'entative" more Strongly did they object to being deprived of 
government, representative government. As soon as the loyalists 
were fairly established in Canada, the clamour for English law and 
popular assembhes increased a hundredfold. The new inhabitants 
were not of a stock or a temper to long endure the loss of their 
political privileges; and being high in favour with the home 
government, their appeals were heard attentively in the halls of 
Westminster. In their demand for self-government, they were 
warmly supported by the leaders of the French Canadians, who 
foresaw the power to be wielded by the votes of their country
men. They protested, very naturally, against being counted less 
fit for representative government than their fellow-subjects of 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. In this demand for representa
tive institutions we catch again, and this time sharply sounded, 
the key-note of the Second Period of Canadian History. We 
discern the first strong movements of that struggle which was to 
end in full Responsible Government for all the provinces. 

Governor Haldimand, who had been somewhat arbitrary in his 
208 
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methods of enforcing the very arbitrary form of government pro
vided by the Quebec Act, now resigned. Though a warm and 
untiring friend to the loyalists, his sternness had made LordDorches-
him unpopular. In 1787 that well-tried friend of goveL™r̂ -*̂  
Canada, Sir Guy Carleton, returned to the country senerai. 
which he had saved twelve years before. For his services he had 
been made Lord Dorchester. He came now as governor-general 
of all the provinces and commander-in-chief of all the forces in 
British North America. His immediate authority was exercised 
in the Lake country and the valley of the St. Lawrence ; while the 
governors of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, St. John's Island, and 
Cape Breton were made subordinate to him, with the title of 
lieutenant-governor. Even at that day we find germs of the 

pohcy and sentiment which were destined to ripen, ^,_ ^ ^ 
Ir J f ' The first sug-
slowly and through many vicissitudes, into this great gestionof 
Confederation of Canada. We see the first governor tweenthe 

provinces, 
of New Branswick, Thomas Carleton, unfolding to the 
provincial Assembly his dreams of the expansion which would 
follow as the sister provinces drew more closely together fri their 
interests and their sympathies. 

On Lord Dorchester's arrival in Canada he made haste to 
reheve the general discontent. His measures were but tempo
rary, however. They were intended to serve only tiU ĵ Q^̂ jjoĵ ĝg. 
the British Parliament could pass such an act as would ter soothes 

^ the agitation. 

remove the main grievances of the people. He re
stored the Act of Habeas Corpus, as weU as the principle of trial 
by jury in civU cases. At the same time, to aid the British Parlia-

• ment in the legislation which he demanded, he drew up a careful 
and masterly report on the conditions of politics, education, com
merce, and the administration of justice in Canada. For the bet
ter ordering of its affairs. Lord Dorchester divided the newly settied 
Lake region into four districts, each with regularly constituted 
courts of English law. As a compliment to the large German 
element in their population, — so many of the inland loyahsts 
being of German stock, —he named these districts Lunenburg, 
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Mecklenburg, Nassau, and Hesse. They were afterwards renamed 
Eastern (that adjoining the Ottawa), Midland, Home (or Niag
ara), and Western (or Detroit). 

68. The Constitutional Act. — The remedy proposed by Lord 
Dorchester for the difficulties in Canada was a division of the 
The division territory into two provinces, each to have that form of 
of Canada. constitution best suited to the wants of its inhabitants. 
In accordance with this plan Earl GranviUe introduced in the 
British Parliament a bill, known to Canadian history as the 
"Constitutional Act," for dividing the dissatisfied province into 
Upper Canada and Lower Canada. The act stirred up a fierce 
debate in the Imperial Parliament. The English population of 
the proposed Lower Province were violently against it, fearing 
that they would be swamped by the French majority. Many 
were for treating French Canada in aff respects as a conquered 
territory, and imposing upon it the English language, English laws, 
and English institutions, — a course which would have found 
ample precedent in the practice of civilized states. But both 
policy and justice seemed to point to other measures. Lord 
Dorchester's advice, backed by the tremendous support of the 
younger Pitt, carried the day. The French Canadians had 
proved themselves loyal subjects of Great Britain at a time when 
the sons of her own loins were ffying at her throat. They had 
turned a deaf ear to the bribes of the rebel colonies. Now, at 
a time when France was given up, in the name of Liberty, to all 
the wild horrors of the Revolution, the French Canadians were 
faithful to their church and obedient to their priests. This 
steadiness and conservatism found great favour in English eyes. 
Enghsh statesmen were not inclined to force upon so excehent 
a people any laws and customs which they did not like. More
over, the revolt of the thirteen colonies had rubbed smartly into 
the Enghsh mind a lesson which was not yet fully understood. 
Pitt fancied that the new colonies would be more securely held to 
England if they could be held somewhat apart from each other. 
He favoured the perpetuation of French ideas, institutions, and 
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speech in Lower Canada, as a barrier between the Enghsh prov
inces of Upper Canada on the one hand, and Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick on the other. His dread was lest these provinces 
should some day roU together into one, and repeat the deeds of 
'76. He remembered the cynical saying of Turgot that " colonies 
are like fruits which only cling tiU they ripen." He wished by 
justice and generosity to strengthen every tie of love between the 
colonies and England; but by no means did he wish that the 
colonies should love each other. 

Upper Canada, therefore, was made in aff respects a British 
province, with English laws, and with all lands held on the free
hold tenure. Lower Canada, while receiving the bene-

° Differences in 
fit of representative institutions, along with the Habeas the institu-

^ ' o tiousofthe 
Corpus Act and the Criminal Law of England, re- twoprov-

inces. 
mained in other respects, what she already was, a 
French province. Lands were held on that feudal tenure which 
has been already explained. In the case of new grants, however, 
the freehold tenure was permitted on special request. In CivU 
Law, the French practice was established. French sentiment was 
determined that the French language and French customs should 
not go down before the swarming inroads of English settlement, 
and this sentiment was fully recognized in the new act. The act 
secured to the French Canadians what had been allowed them 
from the Conquest, — the privileges of their religion and the main
tenance of their church system; but at the same time, to protect 
the Protestant minority, a large portion of the wild lands was set 
apart in Lower Canada, as in the other provinces, for the support 
of the Protestant clergy. These lands, known as the " Clergy 
Reserves," became in after years a source of bitter strife in the 
provincial assemblies. 

At the time of the division Lower Canada had a population 
of perhaps one hundred and twenty-five thousand. Upper Canada 
of less than twenty thousand. To each was given a Legislature of 
three branches, as in the other provinces. These three branches 
— Governor, Legislative Council, and House of Assembly — cor-
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responded in a vague way to the " three estates" in England,— 
King, Lords, and Commons. There was also a strong but anoma

lous body called the Executive Council, which acted 
andExeĉ u-'"̂  as an advisory board to the governor. Its powers 
tiveCouncil. ^^^^ ^^^^ vaguely laid down; and the position of 
its members enabled them to defy pubhc opinion. They were 
the occupants of the highest official posts in each colony, and 
as a rule, though not of necessity, they held seats in the Legis
lative Council. The governor, appointed by the Crown, and 
usually sent out from England with small knowledge of the pe
culiar conditions of life in a new country, was apt to be swayed 
unduly by these official advisers. If the governor made himself 
obnoxious to the people, the people could, in course of time, get 
rid of him by petitioning for his recaU. But the members of the 
Executive Council, once they were appointed, held office without 
responsibility either to the governor or the people. The Crown, 
of course, could remove them; but they were hardly important 
enough to attract the Crown's attention. Therefore their seats 
were impregnable, and they gradually acquired a lofty contempt 
for the classes whom they considered their inferiors. Much of 
the bitterness of the struggle for Responsible Government, des
tined so soon to commence, was directly traceable to the arro
gance of the Executive Council. 

The Legislative Council was mixed up with the Executive in a 
most confusing way; its membership in part, and its interests 
The Legisia- altogether, were the same. The members of the Leg-
tive Council, jsi^tive Council were appointed by the Crown, and 
for life. They were selected from among the judges, bishops, and 
highest officials of the provinces. They held themselves respon
sible to no one but a king who was too far off" to observe them; 
and they strove to secure to themselves the privileges of a heredi
tary aristocracy. In the beginning they were the most vehement 
petitioners for free representative government. When they had 
gained a measure of it, and that measure entirely in their own 
hands, they set themselves to block the wheels of progress. Them-
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selves at first the leaders in the advance, they became at last its 
most obstinate opponents. The final triumph of the principles of 
Responsible Govemment was only gained by their overthrow. 

The members of the Assembly were the representatives of the 
people, responsible to the people, and elected by the people to 
serve for a fixed term of years. They did not always serve the 
fuU term, however, as the governor had power to TheAssem-
" dissolve the House " at any time, and call upon the ''̂ ''• 
people to elect a new Assembly. Under these circumstances the 
people were very likely to reelect their old representatives. In 
the hands of the Assembly rested the power of raising revenues 
for the public services, by taxation and the imposition of customs 
duties. The making of laws rested with the Assembly and Legis
lative Council, but no law became operative till it received the 
assent of the governor. As we have said, the raising of revenue 
was in the hands of the Assembly; but there was a large revenue 
coming in from the sale or lease of Crown lands, as well as from 
the lease of mines and timber limits, which was known as the 
" Casual and Territorial Revenue." The control of this revenue 
was in the very beginning seized by the Executive, with the Leg
islative Councff's consent. It became a bone of fierce contention 
between Executive and Assembly. 

69. The Two Canadas, Upper and Lower.—The Constitu
tional Act, passed in 1791, came into effect in 1792. In that 
year the legislatures of the two provinces were called together. 
That of Lower "Canada met at Quebec. It consisted of fifteen 
members for the Legislative Councff, and fifty for the House of 
Assembly. The Assembly elected a Frenchman as First meeting 
Speaker of the House, and passed at once a significant "f î wer̂  ""̂ ^ 
resolution, requiring the use of both the French and Canada. 
English languages in debate and in the Reports of the House. 
An address was presented to the governor, expressing the grate
ful loyalty of the Assembly toward thefr generous sovereign, 
George I I I . An overwhelming majority in the Assembly was 
French; and this element, though entirely untrained in pohtical 
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hfe, proved itself well adapted to parhamentary procedure and 
quick to exercise the new powers thus placed within its grasp. 

The Legislature of Upper Canada was summoned in September, 
1792, to meet at Niagara, then the capital of the infant province. 
First meeting It was a miniature parliament, with a Legislative 
of Uplê r̂ "̂"̂ * Council of seven members, an Assembly of sixteen. 
Canada. -pĵ g ĵ.g(. governor of Upper Canada was Colonel John 

Graves Simcoe, who may well be called the father of Canada's 
premier province. Governor Simcoe had fought with distinction 
in the late war, commanding the famous Queen's Rangers of Vir
ginia. His whole heart was in the Loyalist cause; and he spared 
no effort to promote the growth of the new loyalist province 
now committed to his care. His first parliament, though it sat 
but for a month, got good work done. Besides completing its 
organization and making rules for its procedure, it passed eight 
important acts. Among these was one which established English 
law in its entirety. The four divisions of the province were re
named, as we have seen; and in this period of swiftly changing 
names the little capital, at first Niagara, became Lennox, then 
Nassau, then Newark, — only to return at last to its original 
sonorous and stately title. 

Travelhng afoot over the rough, forest trails, or threading lake 
and river in his birch-bark canoe, the sturdy governor explored 
his province, laying out roads where he thought them most urgently 
needed. The great arteries of traffic known as Governor's Road, 
Governor Yonge Street, and Dundas Street, are among the monu-
Simcoe'szeal ._ .̂ i .. • , ,- ^• 

for the prov- ments that remain to us of Simcoe's zeal as a road-
'°'̂ ^- builder. The gist of his pohcy was to draw into the 
province those Americans who, though loyalist at heart, had 
shrunk from the hardships of the wilderness and accepted the 
new flag. He issued a proclamation offering free grants of land 
to aU who would guarantee to bring it promptly under tillage, and 
who would at the same time subscribe to the following oath : 
" I, A. B., do promise and declare that I wiff maintain and defend 
to the utmost of my power the authority of the King in his Pariia-
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ment as the supreme legislature of this province." This proc
lamation brought in a throng of settlers from the adjoining states, 
together with immigrants from England and Germany. Within 
the four years after Simcoe's coming the population of Upper 
Canada rose to thirty thousand. 

Simcoe was not satisfied with Niagara as a capital. It was too 
near the American border. The httle town had grown with great 
rapidity since the division, filling up with American 

. 1 - 1 . The capital 

immigrants, and capturing a large portion of the trade moved to 
of Lakes Erie and Huron. Its houses were almost aff ^'"'°°*'' 
buih of wood, but many of those occupied by the provincial 
officials were large and imposing structures. Simcoe wished to 
plant his new capital on the river Thames, where the busy city of 
London now stands. But Lord Dorchester favoured the claims 
of Kingston, as old Fort Frontenac was now called. Kingston had 
grown to be a prosperous town, with a hundred houses, a church, 
a fort and barracks, and a thriving trade. It had important ship
building industries, and was the headquarters of the little ffeet 
which guarded Lake Ontario. This squadron, soon to be with
drawn because it was regarded as a menace to the Americans, 
was under the command of a French Canadian commodore and 
was officered almost whoUy by French Canadians.' In Simcoe's 
view Kingston was not sufficiently central. The conclusion of the 
matter was a compromise. Just across the lake from Niagara, 
on a little bay which formed a safe harbour, was a trading-post 
long known to the Indians as Toronto. In 1793 the name of this 
post, which had been already made the centre of a township, was 
changed to York, in honour of the old king's son, Frederick Duke 
of York. Here was the place for the new capital. No sooner 
was the choice made than Simcoe betook himself thither, and 
began the building of the town. He could brook no delay. The 
gubernatorial headquarters enshrined themselves in a tent, with 
the red ffag ffapping above, till a roof could be raised to shelter 

1 The officers wore a blue-and-white uniform with large gilt buttons, on which 
were stamped the word " Canada " and the figure of a beaver. 
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them. The new capital was nicknamed at first Little York, and 
later, as it grew larger. Muddy York. But at last, in 1834, it 
resumed its lovely ancient name of Toronto, and wiped out all 
reproaches by its progress and its beauty. 

Before Simcoe could see his labours rewarded by the session 
of Parhament in his new capital, he was recalled from Upper 

Canada and sent to govern the island of St. Domingo 
Governor (1706). He had made some troublesome enemies. 
Simcoe and . . . . . , ^ , . , , 

LordDorches- By his Strictness in enforcing the terms ol his land-
grants he had stood in the way of speculators; by his 

vigour and fearless honesty, as well as by the conservatism of his 
social views, he had stirred up ill-will in many quarters; and 
though he deserved and held the loyal devotion of the province 
as a whole, the intrigues of his foes brought about his removal. 
But he had stamped himself indelibly on the province. The pros
perity of Ontario is his monument. 

In the same year that Canada lost Simcoe, she lost another of 
her traest friends. Lord Dorchester. During his term of office 
Europe had been convulsed by the French Revolution and the 
upheavals that followed in its train. England had been drawn 
into war, and republican France had sent her emissaries to the 
St. Lawrence valley to seduce the Canadians from their allegiance. 
But the spirit of the Revolution was abhorrent to the French 
of Canada. The generous rule of England had secured itself in 
their affections, largely through the efforts of Lord Dorchester. 
The Roman Catholic Church was sturdily loyal. And the seed 
which Paris was scattering abroad over the world found in Canada 
no congenial soil. A son of George HI , Edward Duke of Kent, 
was now commander of the forces at Quebec, and he was made a 
centre of loyal enthusiasm on the part of the French Canadians. 

During this period another and graver peril was 
Amity and averted, by the conclusion of a " Treaty of Amity 
Commerce. -' •' 

and Commerce" between England and the United 
States. The Americans, stiU hot from the late struggle and fiffed 
with a youthful ardour for republican institutions, were eager for a 
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war with England and an alliance with republican France. But the 
vast weight of Washington's influence was thrown into the other 
scale, and secured the ratification of the treaty. Not yet was the 
overweening pride of the young republic ready for the lesson 
which it was to receive in 1812. 

70. The Maritime Provinces. — In Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick progress was rapid after the coming of the loyahsts. 
The introduction of the strong new stock, however, progress in 
produced some disturbance in the political atmos- '̂ o^^Scotia. 
phere. About the time the Constitutional Act was passed. 
Governor Parr in Nova Scotia was succeeded by Sir John 
Wentworth. A sturdy loyalist clergyman from New York, Doctor 
John Inglis, was made first Bishop of Nova Scotia; and with the 
warm support of Governor Wentworth he established the Univer
sity of King's College, at Windsor. This university, which soon 
afterwards received a royal charter from George III, is the 
oldest university in the colonial empire of Great Britain. The 
usefulness of the college was somewhat unhappily restricted by 
the fact that all but members of the Church of England were at 
first excluded from it by religious tests. Sir John Wentworth was 
a steadfast upholder of the union between Church and State. He 
was fairly typical of those well-meaning but over-conservative gov
ernors with whom the leaders of the people were soon to find 
themselves in conflict for the rights of free citizenship. The war 
with France brought English fleets and English troops to Halifax, 
and Enghsh money to circulate through the province, putting life 
into aU the channels of its trade. The coasts suffered somewhat 
from the attacks of French privateers, but this only served to stir 
up a martial spirit in the inhabitants. The militia battalions were 
crowded, and the Royal Nova Scotia regiment was enrolled. 
The Duke of Kent shifted his headquarters from Quebec to Halifax 
in 1794, and the httie city became the centre of a brUhant social life. 
The Prince interested himself heartily in provincial affairs. He 
made himself so widely popular that in 1799 the island province of 
St. John was renamed in his honour Prince Edward Island. 
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The province of New Brunswick, weff administered in its in
fancy by Governor Thomas Carleton, was basing its progress upon 
lumber. England needed its great pine-trees as masts for the 
ffeets which were so gloriously upholding her honour on every sea. 

To foster the trade of this favoured colony, heavy 
NeTBrois- duties were imposed on the timber coming into Eng-
^"''" land from foreign ports. This checked the Baltic 
trade, while it stimulated the ship-building and lumbering of New 
Brunswick to a magic growth. Lumbering towns with shrieking 
saw-mills sprang up at every river-mouth. The population grew 
rapidly by immigration from England. Pine plank and spruce 
deal became the bulwarks of New Brunswick's prosperity, and all 
her veins seemed to run sawdust. 

It was in New Brunswick that the struggle between the As
sembly on the one hand and the Executive Council on the other 

was first fairiy and openly begun. It began almost 
Thê stoiggiê  immediately after the organization of the province, 
bie Govern- ^^d the question at issue was that of the appropriation ment begins "• ^ ^ i r r 
inNew of revenues. The Assembly demanded the right of 
Brunswick. •' , 

raising and controlling the revenues. The members 
voted themselves the sum of 7s. 6d. each per day during the 
•session as remuneration for their services. This bill was thrown 
out by the Upper House, as the Legislative Councff was called. 
The Assembly then incorporated it in the biU for the yearly ex
penditure on schools, bridges, roads, and other public service. 
In this new form it went back to the Council. The Council had 
the right to accept or reject, but not to change, the Appropriation 
BiU.̂  This brought legislation to a standstiU. Neither side 
would yield. At length the Colonial Secretary thundered out of 
Downing Street, pronouncing against the Assembly; but even by 
this the Assembly was not daunted. For three years (1796-
1799) no revenue or appropriation bills were passed. Then the 

1 This was the name given to the bill providing for the payment of the Civil 
List and other items of the public service. 
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quarrel was settled by a compromise. The Assembly consented 
to make two separate appropriation biffs, the one containing items 
of which the Council approved, the other containing those to 
which it objected. The result, though apparently a compromise, 
was in reality a triumph for the Lower House, whose members 
continued to receive their pay. 

Whffe the population of New Brunswick was being swelled by 
English immigrants, Scotch Highlanders were pouring into Cape 
Breton and Prince Edward Island. This Highland 

° Immigration 
immigration, beginning with the arrival of the ship of Scotch 
rr T,- • • , 1 1 1 1 Highlanders 

Hector at Pictou m 177^, with two hundred settlers to Cape 
^ . ' . , , . .„ Breton and 

from Ross, continued with some steadiness till 1828, PrinceEd-
1 , • , 1 r 1 / - I 1 ward Island, 

by which date not fewer than twenty-five thousand 
Scotch settlers had entered Cape Breton alone. On the threshold 
of the new century began the work of an illustrious colonizer, the 
Earl of Selkirk, whose heart was moved by the sufferings of evicted 
tenants in Scotland and Ireland. He conceived the plan of set
thng these unhappy people under the Old Flag in the New World. 
He began his work by leading three ship-loads of Highlanders 
into Prince Edward Island, where they settled the county of 
Queens in 1803. From Prince Edward Island Selkirk next turned 
to Upper Canada, and founded a settlement at Baldoon in the 
extreme west of the province. Thence his attention wandered 
to the far west; and a few years later we shall find him on the 
banks of the Red River of the North, laying the foundations of 
our prairie province. 

71. Threats of War between England and the United States.— 
In the opening years of the century the iU-wiU of the United 
States toward Great Britain again grew menacing, trouble be-
What chiefly aroused it was Great Britain's stern in- |̂ een̂ <^̂ eat 
sistence upon her " Right of Search." The Royal umted states 
Navy was suff"ering serious loss by its sailors deserting ĝ Kight of 
to American ships. American captains had acquired 
a habit of seducing the British man-of-war's men from their duty 
by the offer of higher wages and easier disciphne. Angered by 
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this conduct, the British government ordered its captains to seize 
any deserters found on American ships, and to search aU ships 
suspected of harbouring deserters. This order, needless to say, 
was not always carried out in the gentlest fashion, the temper of 
the time not being gentle. A climax came in 1807, when the 
United States frigate Chesapeake, challenged by Her Majesty's 
ship Leopard, refused to give up the deserters among her crew. 
She was forthwith disabled by several broadsides, boarded by the 
Leopard's crew, and the deserters taken by force. This amazing 
outrage was promptly disavowed by Great Britain ; but it gave the 
Americans righteous grounds for wrath, and war was with difficulty 
averted. 

Meanwhile, in the previous year (1806), Napoleon had struck 
desperately at England's trade by his famous " Berlin Decrees." 

By these decrees Great Britain was declared to be in 
Decrees,̂ "̂ "̂ a State of blockade. Neutral ships were forbidden to 
Counĉ î "" enter her ports, and all use of her manufactures was 
Artfanfifon- prohibited on the continent. The overwhelming' 
uitercourse strength of the British navy made this decree of 

small effect; but England retaliated by her Orders-
in-Councff, which forbade aU nations to trade with France. 
This was no idle mandate, but one which her ffeet was weff able 
to enforce; and under it the commerce of both America and 
France came to ruin. America, if she had felt herself strong 
enough, would perhaps have declared war on both France and 
England, both of whom were capturing her ships. Her wrath, 
however, burned far more hotiy against England than against 
France. Not being ready for war, she passed the famous Embargo 
Act (1807), forbidding American ships to trade at any foreign 
port whatever. This curious proceeding almost completed the 
destruction which England and France had begun. The New 
England States, the chief ship-owners, threatened to secede; 
whereupon a new act was passed, forbidding trade with France 
and England but permitting it with the rest of the worid. After 
several years of this. Napoleon told America that he had revoked 
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his Berlin Decrees in her favour; whUe at the same time he gave 
secret instractions to the ffeets that they were to enforce the de
crees as before. Congress was delighted. The Non-Intercourse 
Act was repealed as far as France was concemed; and America 
began to dream wild dreams of a French alliance. 

For a time, however, wise counsels prevaffed in the New World 
republic. The inffuence of Washington was yet mighty. The 
horizon seemed to clear; and as the war-cloud hfted pouticai 
along our borders, it was quickly forgotten in the L<w|r'° 
excitement of a loud political quarrel in Lower Can- Canada, 
ada. Dispute had arisen between the Assembly and the Legis
lative CouncU. The Assembly was pressing for fuUer self-govern
ment and for fuUer control of the revenues. For this the Council 
accused it of disloyalty. The members of the CouncU, in turn, 
were assailed by the Assembly with gaUing invective. They were 
taunted as greedy and tyrannous intruders. Each party had a 
vigorous press to fight its battles; and each party, when abuse 
seemed too mffd a weapon, was apt to reheve its feelings by the 
imprisonment of opposing editors or the suppression of opposing 
sheets. In the midst of this contention came the threat of war, — 
and the strife was hushed. Both parties vied with each other in 
warhke loyalty; the militia companies were rapidly fiUed up; and 
the French Bishop, M. Plessis, issued a strongly British pastoral to 
be read in all the churches. 

In 1808 Sir James Craig came to Quebec as governor-general. 
A few months later the war-scare subsided. MeanwhUe the gov
ernor, a brave but obstinate Scotchman, and quite un- ^̂ ^ james 
acquainted with Canadian affairs, had been listening craig ̂ d the 
to the tales of the CouncU. He had been persuaded 
that the French Canadians were dangerous and disloyal. He soon 
found himself at strife with the Assembly, who were at that time 
bent on prohibiting judges from holding seats in the Legislature. 
The governor insisted that the Assembly should give its attention 
to providing for the defence of the province; but the Assembly 
declined to do so until the question of the judges' seats was settied. 



222 A HISTORY OF CANADA. 

The governor, with a fine absolutism that would have done credit 
to a Caesar, dissolved the House on the plea that the members 
wasted their time. New elections were held; and the French 
party came back stronger than ever. More bitteriy than ever the 
quarrel was renewed, not only over the judges but over expendi
ture of revenues as weU. The Assembly declared vacant the seats 
of the judges. The governor again dissolved the House. Secret 
meetings were held all over the province. Angry proclamations 
were issued. The office of the Canadien newspaper, the organ of 
the French party, was stripped by a squad of the governor's sol
diers; and the editor was thrown into prison. Six of the most 
prominent and turbulent Assembly-men were arrested and im
prisoned; and the people, with picturesque extravagance, de
scribed the time as a Canadian "Reign of Terror" (1809-10). 
The new elections again sent back the old members to their seats ; 
but meanwhile the autocratic governor-general had got a rebuke 
from Westminster. He was ordered to pursue a more concilia
tory course, and to assent to the biff for the disquahfication of the 
judges. The Council was obliged to yield, and the strife died 
down. 

Meanwhile the long-threatened storm had burst on Canada, 
called down in some degree by an act of the governor's which 
we shall consider in the next section. Sir James retired; and 
The quarrel Sir George Prevost came in haste from Nova Scotia 
ap̂ r̂oâ choT to fiU the vacant office. He soothed the excited 
war. French Canadians. He summoned leading men of 
their party to seats in the Council, and did special honour to 
others whom Craig had treated with harshness. In Upper 
Canada, meanwhile, like scejies, though less violent, had oc
curred. After Simcoe's departure the reins of power had been 
quickly gathered into the hands of a few influential famihes, 
who made successive governors the tools of their ambition and 
pride. The Assembly were not long in girding themselves to 
the struggle for popular liberty. But when the war-cloud burst 
on the frontier it stilled the strife of party. The whole force of 
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the province was at once arrayed under the command of a 
mUitary governor, the illustrious Sir Isaac Brock. 

During these opening years of the century the provinces which 
now form Canada had been growing in population and trade. 
Pohtical strife had been a part of the ferment of growth. Lower 
Canada now contained no fewer than two hundred Progress in 
and twenty thousand souls, whffe Upper Canada could "̂"̂  Canadas. 
boast about eighty thousand. There were prosperous newspapers 
in both provinces ; there were iron works at Three Rivers ; there 
were manufactures of paper, leather, and hats. The chief exports, 
besides the ancient trade in lumber and the yet more ancient 
traffic in furs and fish, consisted of wheat and potash. Shipping 
had become a powerful interest, and the foundations of Canada's 
vast mercantile marine were already laid. In 1809 the steamboat 
Accommodation, the first steamer ever seen on the St. Lawrence, 
made the trip from Montreal to Quebec, greatly to the excitement 
and admiration of the people. 
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SECTIONS: — 72, WAR DECLARED BY CONGRESS. 73, 1812. T H E 
AMERICAN PLAN OF CAMPAIGN. 74, THE CAMPAIGN OF 1813. 

75, THE CAMPAIGN OF 1814. 

72. War declared by Congress.—The war averted in 1807 by 
England's reparation and apology for the violence of the ship 
Leopard, was finally brought on by a very little matter. In 1809 
Sir James Craig sent a Captain John Henry to Boston, to sound 
the sentiments of the people. There was a certain wild hope in 
congres? Canada that the New Englanders might be persuaded 
declares war. ^^ x^^-vi the Union. It was well known that the war-
feeling of Congress was hateful to the men of New England, whose 
interests were wrapped up in British trade. Needless to say, how
ever. Captain Henry's mission bore no fruit; but between him 
and Sir James Craig there passed some correspondence on the 
subject. Meanwhile the temper of the United States govern
ment was growing more dangerous. This was manifested by the 
attack of the United States frigate President, of 44 guns, upon the 
English sloop of war Little Belt, of 18 guns, resulting, of course, 
in the capture of the sloop. In the following year (1811), 
Congress passed a bill to treble the United States army and to 
borrow eleven million doffars. A pretext was eagerly awaited 
for open war. It came in the action of Captain Henry, who, not 
receiving from Sir James Craig what he considered sufficient re
ward for his services, sold his correspondence to President Madi
son for fifty thousand doffars. It was a large price to pay for 
documents which contained nothing of real importance. But the 

224 
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letters were craftily used. The cry was raised that Great Britain 
had tempted the fidelity of New England; and this spark was 
enough to fire the explosive train. On the 19th of June, 1812, 
Congress declared war. It was really France against whom this 
declaration should have been made, for Napoleon, after luring 
immense numbers of American ships into his harbours, had 
thrown off" the mask and seized them all. This outrage, far 
worse than anything of which England was accused, was for
given because it was done by England's enemy. 

Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New Jersey cried out against 
this senseless war; and Boston ffags were hung at half mast. But 
the masses, the great democracy of America, were 

, , . . , . 1 , , The ambition 

much elated. It was proposed to broaden the bor- of the 
ders of the Union by at once annexing Canada.^ To 
the American democrats the French affiance seemed to mean no 
less than a division of the world between France and America. 
Canada would drop into the union like a ripe plum. Europe for 
France, the New A\'orld for America, — this was the radiant pros
pect that dazzled the dreams of politicians of the school of Jeffer
son. But the sober New Englanders were not dazzled. They 
pointed to the fact that England had already repealed the detested 
"Orders-in-Councff." But they protested in vain. Napoleon was 
advancing, apparently to subdue the vast realms of Russia. He 
was on his way to Moscow at the head of three hundred and 
eighty thousand men. The young republic burned to emulate in 
North America the deeds of her despot model. England's hands 
were well tied by the war in Europe. Wellington was straining 
all his resources in Spain, against Napoleon's marshals. The time 
seemed very ripe. 

It was plain to all eyes that Canada must bear the brant of the 
war. For her it was to be a war of defence, and the chief burden 

1 The ostensible object of the war was to establish the principle that the flag 
covered the merchandise, and that the right of search for seamen who have 
deserted is inadmissible; the real object was to wrest from Great Britain the 
Canadas, and, in conjunction with Napoleon, extinguish its Maritime and Colonial 
Empire. — Alison's History of Europe. 

Q 
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of this defence was to faU on the Canadian mffitia. Her fron
tier was drawn out over some seventeen hundred mffes. To guard 
Canada's it she could put in the field perhaps five thousand 
readiness. regular troops. But the provinces of Upper and Lower 
Canada had together a population of over three hundred thou
sand, — a smaU number, indeed, compared with the eight milhons 
of their enemies, but a sturdy stock from which to gather fighters. 
Lower Canada's Legislature promptly voted ^250,000 for the 
war. In Upper Canada, destined to be the chief battie ground, 
there was a stern spirit of resistance. Volunteer battalions were 
rapidly formed and driUed. But here and there throughout the 
province were bodies of disloyal settlers, — Americans who had 
lately crossed the border in search of better lands, and who wished 
nothing better than annexation. These traitors in the camp gave 
Brock some uneasiness; but they proved dangerous only to the 
enemy, whom their noisy treason grievously misled. Their pres
ence added fuel to the ardour of the loyalists, who thronged to 
Brock's banner till arms could not be found for them all. 

As for the Indians, not only those well-tried loyahsts, the 
Mohawks, but also the tribes of the north and west proved faithful 
and efficient allies. They were moved by good-wUl toward Canada, 

who had treated them justly. They were moved also 
The loyal 
Indians, and by hatred of the border Americans, from whose greed 

they had long been suffering. Among these Indians 
was one whose memory Canada holds in highest honour, the 
brave and humane Tecumseh,^ chief of the Shawanoes. This 
chieftain, after the defeat of his people by the Americans at 
Tippecanoe, in Indiana, had led the tribe northward into Canada. 
Brave, wise, and faithful, his majestic figure towers throughout the 
conflict with ever-growing distinction, till it falls in the shameful 
defeat of Moravian Town. 

73. 1812. The American Plan of Campaign.—The American 
plan of attack was threefold. An " Army of the North," under 

1 The story of this able leader is well told in the drama of " Tecumseh," by 
the Canadian poet Charles Mair. 
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General Dearborn, was to set out from Albany and move against 
MontreaL An "Army of the Centre," under General Van Rens
selaer, was to strike the Niagara frontier. Aud an 
" Army of the West," under General Hull, the governor pia^^"tripfe° 
of Michigan Territory, was to operate from Detroit and ^"*'^''' 
overrun the western sections of Upper Canada. It is a noticeable 
fact that our eastern frontier, all open and hard to defend, was left 
unthreatened, though lying next to those populous and warlike 
communities of New England which had so often signalized their 
prowess on these same borders. For this we had the resolute 
forbearance of the New Englanders to thank. Their state gov
ernments would take no part in the war. As we shall see later, 
there was plenty of privateering from the New England ports 
(as there was also from Nova Scotia), but with such unofficial 
ventures the state governments had nothing to do. 

The soul of the Canadian defence was General Brock.^ Before 
he came the loyalists had watched the approaching storm firmly, 
indeed, but with little hope of anything less than ruin. General 
Brock, who had been ten years in Canada, was thor- ^™'='̂ -
oughly Canadian in sentiment, and though accustomed to the 
command of British regulars he understood and appreciated the 
mffitia. The militia, in return, adored him. Honest, brave, kind, 
untiring, and sagacious, he was worthy of the enthusiasm which 
his name evoked. Canada does well to honour him as one of her 
national heroes. As soon as he took charge, a new spirit sprang 
up in the scant battalions of Upper Canada, now face to face with 
so grave a trial. 

The war began in the west. Huh, with an army of twenty-five 
hundred, crossed over from Detroit to Sandwich, and capture of 
found himself among a quiet farming people of French M^'='^'°^^-

descent. Here he issued a bombastic proclamation, promising 
" peace, liberty, and security " to aU who would accept American 

1 Isaac Brock was born in Guernsey in 1769. He was therefore forty-three 
years old when this war broke out. He had seen service and won honour in 
Holland, the West Indies, and under Nelson at Copenhagen. He came to 
Canada in 1802, and identified himself heart and soul with Canadian interests. 
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rule, but denouncing the horrors of war upon those who should be 
so misguided as to oppose his irresistible advance. Brock issued 
a counter proclamation, assuring the people that Great Britain 
would defend her subjects, and that Canada, knowing her duty 
toward herself and toward her sovereign, would neither be bullied 
nor seduced. In the interval between the two proclamations^ 
fell the first stroke of the war, and it was one of good omen for 
Canada. The American fort of Michffimackinac, commanding, 
as in old days. Lake Michigan and the north-west tribes, was 
taken by Captain Roberts with a handful of voyageurs and regu
lars. This little force, less than two hundred^ in all, marched 
suddenly from Fort St. Joseph, forty mffes to the north, crossed 
to Mackinaw Island, and captured without a struggle the Ameri
can fort with its garrison of seventy-five regulars. This was an 
important achievement, as it filled the Indians with fervour, and 
exposed Hull to an attack from the rear. 

Hard on the news of this success came that of HuU's retreat 
upon Detroit. He had been checked by Colonel Proctor with 
Capture of ^ corporal's guard of three hundred and fifty men, and 
Detroit. ]̂ y Tecumseh with his Shawanoe bands. Tecumseh 
had intercepted and scattered a detachment of Americans with 
provisions and letters for Hull; and this slight reverse, together 
with the refusal of the Canadians to hail him as their deliverer, 
had discouraged the doughty general. As soon as the Canadian 
side of the river was thus freed from the enemy. Proctor sent 
a party across to follow up Tecumseh's stroke; but he suffered a 
sharp repulse at Brownstown, where the Americans were led by a 
brave and capable officer, one Colonel Miller. Before the dilatory 
Hull could second this success, Brock was upon him. The Cana
dian general had left York with his little army on August 6th, and, 
traversing the length of Lake Erie in open boats, reached Amherst-

I 

1 Hull's proclamation was issued on July I2th, Brock's on July 22nd. Michili
mackinac was captured on July 17th. 

2 Roberts was aided in his enterprise by a gallant French Canadian, Toussaint 
Pothier, agent of the North-west Company, who was in Fort St. Joseph at the time. 
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burg on the 13th. As we have seen, the letter-bags of the enemy 
had been captured ; and from the contents of these Brock learned 
that HuU's force was thoroughly dispirited. His own force,' in
cluding the six hundred Indians under Tecumseh, was httle more 
than half that of his adversary; but he resolved to strike at once. 
Before dawn of August i6th he crossed the river and marched on 
Detroit. The Americans, deserting their outposts, retfred into the 
main fort; and when Brock was on the point of storming the works, 
to his astonishment they capitulated. By the articles of capitula
tion thirty-three cannon, twenty-five hundred troops, and the whole 
of Michigan Territory, passed into Canadian hands. The moral 
effect was tremendous. The wUdest enthusiasm flamed across the 
province, and the name of Brock thrilled every Canadian breast. 

Meanwhile Canada was threatened by the armies of the Centre 
and the North. Brock was hurrying back to fall upon Van Rens
selaer, when, much to his disgust, he was met on Lake Erie by the 
news of an armistice. Sir George Prevost, the com- The armis-
mander-in-chief at Quebec, had forbidden all further *''̂ *' 
hostilities on the part of Canada. England fondly hoped that her 
repeal of the " Orders-in-Council" would lead Congress to recall 
its declaration of war. But Congress had no such thought. The 
armistice was briskly used to strengthen the American position; 
while Brock was left chafing in forced idleness, and Canada lost a 
golden opportunity. The autumn wore on till the American army 
at Niagara had swelled its ranks to a total of six thousand, regulars 
and mffitia. Brock, with his headquarters at Fort George, had 
less than a thousand men — Canadian militia, with a few companies 
of regulars, and a band of Mohawk alhes. At this juncture a 
party of one hundred American seamen performed a daring feat, in 
the capture of two armed Canadian brigs which were descending 
Lake Erie laden with spoils of war from Detroit. The fame that 
justly accrued to these plucky Yankee mariners fired their coun
trymen at Niagara with zeal. They clamoured to be led on at 

1 Besides these six hundred Indians, Brock had three hundred and thirty regu
lars and four hundred Canadian militia. 
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once to the conquest of Canada. Their general yielded, and led 
them on —not to conquest, however, but to the stinging defeat 
of Queenston Heights. 

The American attack on Queenston took place on October 
The American 13th, i8i2- The heights are a part of the lofty and 
Q"̂ en̂ sto°n beautiful plateau through which the Niagara River has 
dê ith oV *°* cleft its path from Erie to Ontario. The panorama 
Brock. fj-o^ ĵje summit is one of tranquU lovehness, a benign 
and fruitful expanse which has been caUed the garden of Canada. 
But not of peace are the memories of Queenston. 

Before daybreak Van Rensselaer led the vanguard of his army 
across. The opposite shore was defended by two companies of 
the 49th regiment, with two hundred men of the York Volunteers. 
A sound of many oars in the gloom aroused the defenders. The 
Canadian battery, of one i8-pounder stationed on a spur of the 
heights, opened fire. But under cover of a heavier fire from their 
own side the invaders pressed on, tiU they had thirteen hundred 
men in hne of battle on the Canadian shore. They dashed for
ward courageously; but the Canadians, not daunted by superior 
numbers, held their ground with stubborn valour. At the same 
time a dashing American officer. Captain Wool, leading his de
tachment up an almost inaccessible path, gained the crest of the 
heights and turned his fire on the rear of the battery. Then Brock, 
roused by the noise of the firing, rode up from Fort George. Other 
American battalions had by this time joined their comrades on 
the height. There was the key of the situation. Straight up 
the steep Brock led his charging line, in the face of a scathing 
fire. Waving his sword toward another quarter of the field, he 
shouted, " Push on the brave York Volunteers." The words were 
scarcely out of his mouth when he fell, shot through the breast. 
His men raced forward to avenge him, but their ranks withered 
under the fire from the crest; and the gallant McDonell, at the 
head of those "brave York Volunteers," shared the fate of his wor
shipped chief. Then the Canadians paused, holding the approaches 
to the height, and lying in covert behind the houses of the vfflage ;, 
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whUe the Americans, who had suffered severely, rested on their 
post of vantage. Their general. Van Rensselaer, was disabled; 
and now, though they had bravely carried and bravely held the 
heights, their position was a perffous one. About fifteen hundred 
men were cooped up on the narrow summit; behind them the 
deep flood of the Niagara washing the base of two hundred feet 
of precipice, before them the angry Canadian battalions buming 
to avenge their chief. On the other side of the river, to be sure, 
were some four thousand American militia; but these, perceiving 
the kind of reception their companions-in-arms had met, had 
grown careless about the conquest of Canada. They remem
bered only that their duty as New York militia required them to 
remain on the soil of their own state. 

On the death of Brock the chief command feU on General 
Roger Sheaffe, who was at Fort George. About noon he arrived at 
Queenston, bringing with him three hundred regulars General 
of the 41st and 49th regiments, two companies of Lin- fefê ŝ the 
coin militia, two hundred Chippewa volunteers, and a g^enston *̂ 
smaU band of Six Nation Indians. These additions heights. 
sweUed the Canadian force to nearly one thousand men, — a 
motley throng, but of vengeful and eager mettle. Ringing the 
American position with a circle of converging fire, Sheaffe led his 
men forward. The Americans fell fast. Their brave captain. 
Wool, was kiffed, and his place was taken by Winfield Scott, after
wards to gain fame in the annals of American warfare. The 
Americans lay down and reserved their fire till the fatal lines were 
within forty yards of their muzzles. Then they fired as one man, 
a deadly and shattering volley, — but it was powerless to stop the 
Canadian onset. In that grim charge the Americans were swept 
from the summit. Clinging, scrambling, sliding, falling, the sur
vivors made their way over the brow of the precipice, and on the 
narrow ledges between cliff" and ffood they surrendered uncondi
tionally, — eleven hundred prisoners of war. The battle was one 
at whose story Canadian hearts beat high; but in the death of 
Brock its triumph was dearly bought. 
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During the funeral of the slain leader the minute guns of Fort 
George were answered gun for gun from the American batteries of 
Fort Niagara, while the American flag flew at half mast, — a chiv
alrous tribute to an iUustrious foe. On the Heights of Queens
ton now rises a taU shaft of stone in Brock's memory, which 
serves also as a far-seen remembrancer of Canadian patriotism. 
The sight of it should bring a blush to the cheeks of those Cana
dians whose doctrine proclaims their patriotism a matter of dollars 
and cents. The name of Queenston and the name of Brock are 
blended in our hearts. Nevertheless it must not be forgotten that 
the battle was finaUy won by Sheaffe, who got a baronetcy for his 
reward. 

Meanwhile, at the lower end of Lake Ontario, the Americans 
were strengthening their position and arming a fleet at Sackett's 
Harbour. This squadron attacked Kingston, but being worsted 
by the Canadian guns, drew off". As they cleared Kingston har-
The Schooner bour there was enacted a thriUing episode of Cana-
Simcoe. jjg ĵ̂  daring. The schooner Simcoe, Captain Richard
son commanding, bound for Kingston from Niagara, sailed into 
the midst of the enemy, never dreaming of a hostile sail so near 
her destination. The Simcoe was totally unarmed, the only weapon 
on board being a solitary musket. She was completely headed off 
by the American fleet. But, hopeless as the case seemed, the 
gallant Richardson would not surrender. Crowding on all sail, 
and with the wind behind her, the mad httle craft dashed straight 
upon the fleet. She took the broadside of every ship as she flew 
past. For four miles she ran the terrible gauntlet, her sails and 
bulwarks riddled with round-shot, till at last, in shoaling water 
just outside the port, she sank with a big shot-hole below her 
water hne. As she went down the crew cheered recklessly, and 
fired their one musket in gay defiance; and their cheers were 
reechoed by their countrymen on shore. Boats darted out in 
haste to rescue the heroic crew; and the Simcoe, raised from her 
temporary grave, was soon again ploughing the blue waters of 
Ontario. 
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Van Rensselaer, wounded at Queenston, had been succeeded 
by General Smyth, a notable warrior in words and proclamations. 
Smyth set out upon the postponed conquest. He did General 
not lead his men across, however; he thought it safer f^^ated at 
to send them. They were twenty-five hundred strong, Chippewa, 
but between Chippewa and Fort Erie they were met and roughly 
handled by Colonel Bishopp, with a force of six hundred regu
lars and militia. Surprised and vexed to see that his opponents 
were not frowned down by his numbers, Smyth sent a flag of 
truce to Fort Erie requesting the surrender of that stronghold. 
Colonel Bishopp, the commandant, with the utmost politeness 
declined; whereupon Smyth withdrew both his troops and his 
request, and went into winter quarters ! His men were so dis
gusted and indignant at his folly that a whisper of tar and feathers 
began to circulate in the camp. The general discreetly threw up 
his command and retired to safer neighbourhoods. 

Thus ended, very gloriously for Canada, the land operations of 
the campaign of 1812. But these successes were overshadowed 
by a series of British reverses on the sea, which filled America 
with such exultant pride that she forgot her humilia- uavai duels 
tions on the lakes. In five naval duels, four of which Grert̂ Britain 
took place in the latter part of 1812, the fifth in Feb- united* 
raary of 1813, England was defeated on the ocean, of states, 
which she claimed to be sovereign. English hearts were stunned 
at the disgrace; and England's enemies everywhere rejoiced, 
dreaming that her maritime supremacy was at an end. But the 
explanation was not far to seek. England had a thousand ships 
of war affoat, serving on every sea, most of them scarce half 
manned, many of them long in need of repair. The American 
navy, speaking by comparison, can hardly be said to have existed 
at that time. It was represented by but four frigates, so-called, and 
eight sloops of war. These, however, were all new ships, of a ton
nage and weight of metal far beyond their rating, heavily manned 
with picked crews. They were swift, and so could escape into 
their harbours when threatened by superior force. They could 
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choose their own time for fighting. When they fought, there is 
no questioning the fact that they fought weff, as to both courage 
and seamanship; but in every one of these five contests the result 
was a foregone conclusion, so heavUy were the British overmatched. 
The American ships Constitution and United States, though called 
44-gun frigates, carried, the one 58 guns, the other 54. They were 
two feet longer than the largest 76-gun ship in the British navy. 
Calling themselves frigates, they were fought by British vessels 
which should never have presumed to join battle with them. The 
duels were as follows : In August the Constitution defeated and 
sank the British frigate Guerriere. In October the American 
sloop Wasp captured the British sloop Frolic. In the same 
month the United States captured the frigate Macedonia. In 
December the Constitution sank the frigate fava. And in Feb
ruary, 1813, the American sloop Hornet sank the Enghsh sloop 
Peacock. The first of these contests was a type of all the rest. 
The Constitution fresh from port, the Guerriere just returning from 
a long cruise, with foremast and bowsprit sprung; the Constitu
tion with 58 guns, throwing 1536 lbs. of metal, the Guer7-iere 
with 48 guns, throwing only 1034 lbs. of metal; the Constitution 
with a crew of four hundred and sixty, and a tonnage of 1538, the 
Guerriere with a crew of two hundred and forty, and a tonnage of 
1092. The battle was fought for two hours at close quarters; and 
when the Guerriere struck she had lost a third of her men, and 
was sinking. The Americans did themselves and their British 
lineage credit in the battle; but the victory, under the circum
stances, was hardly one to wonder at. And the other victories 
were simffar, as may be seen by the note.' A little later, as we 
shaU note in the next section, a sea fight was to be fought on more 
even terms, and with a widely different result. 

1 AMERICAN. 

Wasp. 
Guns 18 
Weight of metal 536 lbs. 
Tonnage 434 
Crew 13s 

B R I T I S H . 

Frolic. 
Guns 18 
Weight of metal 524 lbs. 
Tonnage 384 

92 Crew 
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December of this same year, 1812, saw the beginning of an 
important organization. "The Loyal and Patriotic Society of 
Upper Canada " was formed, to provide help for the 
J . c -y- <-/-. T , 1 Loyal and 

destitute lamihes of Canadian soldiers, succour for Patriotic 
the wounded, and comforts for the troops. This up"er 
society raised large sums, both in the colonies and in 
Great Britain. It was instrumental not only in reheving much 
distress, but also in binding together with sympathy the widely 
scattered parts of the empire. 

74. The Campaign of 1813. — In the opening weeks of 1813 
new battalions were enrolled in Lower Canada, and large credits 
voted by the loyal French Assembly. Prominent 

. The opening 

among the new troops were a regiment of Glen- ofthecam-
garry Highlanders, a regiment of Canadian Fencibles, 
and a French Canadian regiment of Voltigeurs, under Colonel 
de Salaberry. In March a notable feat was accomplished by a 
regiment of New Brunswick regulars, the illustrious 104th, who 
marched on snow-shoes through the wilderness that lay between 
Fredericton and Quebec. In their footsteps followed a smaU 
party from Hahfax, officers and men of the Royal Navy, who 
made haste to Kingston for the purpose of strengthening and 
equipping the ffeet on Lake Ontario. There were now about 

AMERICAN — Concluded. 
United States. 

Guns 54 
Weight of metal . . . . . 1728 lbs. 
Tonnage 1533 
Crew 474 

Constitution, 
Guns 58 
Weight of metal . . . . 1536 lbs. 
Tonnage 1538 
Crew 460 

Hornet. 
Guns 20 
Weight of metal 594 lbs. 
Tonnage 460 
Crew 162 

B R I T I S H — Concluded. 

Macedonian. 
Guns 44 
Weight of metal 1056 lbs. 
Tonnage 1081 
Crew 254 

Java. 
Guns 44 
Weight of metal 1016 lbs. 
(Crew and tonnage not 

known to writer.) 

Peacock. 
Guns 18 
Weight of metal 384 lbs. 
Tonnage 386 
Crew n o 
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thirteen thousand American troops at Plattsburg, under General 
Dearborn, threatening the approaches to Montreal. To oppose 
this army Sir George Prevost had but three thousand men. At 
Sackett's Harbour lay twenty-two hundred Americans, with five 
thousand more on Lake Champlain to back them ; while the Cana
dian frontier opposite, from Kingston to Prescott, had but fifteen 
hundred defenders in aU. The Niagara frontier, defended by 
twenty-three hundred of our troops, was menaced by five thousand 
of the enemy. In the west, Detroit and Amherstburg were held 
by Colonel Proctor with a force of about twenty-two hundred. 
Proctor was opposed by an American force slightly smaffer, but of 
high quality, consisting in the main of Kentucky riffemen. I t was 
led by General Harrison, the victor of Tippecanoe. Here, where 
they were afterwards to win their chief success of the war, the 
Americans seemed at first doomed only to disaster. Harrison 
had advanced half of his army, under General Winchester, to 
Frenchtown on the River Raisin, when Proctor, seeing the enemy 
divided, attacked in force (Jan. 22, 1813). The battie was a 
fierce one. These Kentucky Americans, though heavUy outnum
bered, were weff led and knew how to fight. Not tffl nearly half 
their number were dead or disabled did they lay down their 
arms, and surrender five hundred prisoners of war, with stores 
and ammunition, into the hands of our littie army. For this 
victory Proctor was made a brigadier-general. 

The next important events of the campaign took place further 
east. The Americans, crossing the St. Lawrence on the ice. 
The capture ^'^^^ ^ ^aid on Brockviffe, sacked the houses, 
of̂ ogdens- wounded a sentry, and carried off fifty-two of the 

peaceful inhabitants as prisoners. This act was of 
no importance in ftself, but it led to a briUiant reprisal. Oppo
site the Canadian viUage of Prescott lay the American fortified 
town of Ogdensburg, weff armed and garrisoned, with eleven guns 
and five hundred troops. The St. Lawrence between Ogdensburg 
and Prescott was frozen over, and on the level surface, near their 
own shore, the Canadian companies were wont to drill. On the 
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morning of the 22nd February Colonel MacdoneU led a force of 
four hundred and eighty men, with two field-pieces, out upon the 
ice, and began the customary evolutions. Some of the Americans 
on the Ogdensburg ramparts thought this play looked unusuaUy 
hke serious work; but their commander, laughing at the idea of 
his strong position being threatened with so weak a force, went on 
with his breakfast. Suddenly the Canadians, having worked their 
way to mid-river, made a fierce rush upon the town. The Ameri
cans, awaking to their danger, met them with volleys of can
non and musketry, but could not stop their advance. At the 
point of the bayonet they carried the town, the garrison retreat
ing into the woods behind, with a loss of seventy-five in kUled and 
wounded, eleven cannon, large military stores, and four armed 
ships which were burnt as they lay in the harbour. In the honour 
of this exploit many parts of the empire had share; for the victo
rious band was made up of one hundred and twenty English regu
lars, forty men of the Royal Newfoundland regiment, and three 
hundred and twenty Canadian militia, of whom some were Glen
garry Highlanders and some French of the St. Lawrence. New 
Brunswick, too, was represented. The right wing of the attack, 
which charged straight in the teeth of the main battery, was led 
by a son of New Brunswick, Captain Jenkins of the Glengarries. 
The honour of this deed was not tarnished by any robbery or 
violence, in spite of the fact that the Americans had ruthlessly 
plundered Brockville. MacdoneU would not let his followers help 
themselves to so much as a twist of tobacco ; and he even paid 
the American teamsters $4.00 a day for their labour in hauhng the 
military stores across to Prescott. 

The American ffeet, equipped in haste by Commodore Chaun-
cey, now controlled Lake Ontario, and the few ships at Kingston 
could not stir outside the harbour. The capital of ĵ .̂ ĵgy^^^ 
Upper Canada, the littie town of York, was not in any 
sense a mffitary post. It had no defences but an old French 
earthwork once built to resist the Indians, and three old French 
guns, without carriages, commanding the entrance to the harbour. 
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It was wholly without strategic importance ; and no one dreamed 
that it would be regarded by the Americans as an object of 
attack. It was a mere residence viUage of about a thousand 
inhabitants, open at all points, and important only as being the 
seat of legislature, — which, in case of need, could be established 
just as well at any other point. 

The Americans, however, with aU their fleet and a land-force of 
twenty-five hundred men, attacked the defenceless village. Gen

eral Sheaffe was passing through York at the time, with 
cans sack two companies of the King's Own; and the civilians 

of the town, old men and boys, invalids and wounded, 
whoever could for a brief space shoulder a musket, raUied to the 
defence, till Sheaff"e found himself with a force of nearly six hun
dred to oppose the onslaught. The unequal contest, however, was 
soon over; and Sheaffe withdrew toward Kingston while the vol
unteers covered his retreat. The Americans then took possession 
of the town. Numbers of them swarmed into the so-caUed fort, 
where a handful of mffitia were yet attempting a vain defence. At 
this juncture, and for cause never explained, the powder maga
zine blew up, involving assailant and defender in a common ruin. 
After this catastrophe York surrendered, the mihtia laid down their 
arms, and all military stores were given up to the conquerors. By 
the terms of the surrender the town was to be protected; but the 
enemy, professing to believe that the explosion was a deliberate 
act of treachery on the part of the Canadians, broke the agree
ment, burned the public buildings ^ with all their records, pillaged 
the church, and sacked the public library. They showed their 
taste for things intellectual by carrying off" every book. They also 
looted and destroyed a number of private houses. A few days later 
the invaders withdrew. During their absence Sir George Prevost 
had attacked their headquarters at Sackett's Harbour. When appar
ently on the point of capturing this important post, he had suddenly 
withdrawn, to the bewildered indignation of his followers. 

1 It is said that a periwig, which they found hanging to the Speaker's chair.in 
the Parliament House, was mistaken for a human scalp, and carried oif to serve as 
proof of Canadian barbarism. 
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The Americans now turned their arms with fresh vigour against 
the Niagara frontier. The victorious ffeet and army under 
Chauncey sailed from devastated York to attack Fort George 
and the little town of Newark that lay beneath its guns. This 
post was held by Colonel Vincent with thirteen hundred men, 
whffe an army of some six thousand threatened it from 
the other side of the river. The Americans, swarming dians driven 
to shore under cover of a terrific fire from the ships, Niagara and 
were this time ably led, and fought with spirit. Again PP*^^-

and again they were repulsed; but at length Vincent was driven 
back with heavy loss by the fire from Chauncey's ships. The 
Canadian general caUed in the troops that held Chippewa and 
Fort Erie, blew up the ramparts of Fort George, and retreated to 
a new position at Beaver Dam, about twelve miles from Niagara. 
The garrisons of Chippewa and Fort Erie had now swelled Vin
cent's force to sixteen hundred. The Americans pur-

1 • -1 r ,- /- , 1 1 stony Creek, 

suing him with a force of twenty-five hundred men 
and eight field-pieces, he continued his retreat to Burlington 
Heights. The enemy advanced to a stream known as Stony 
Creek, where they encamped for the night. 

Reheved from immediate pressure, Vincent sent out a strong 
reconnoitring party under Colonel Harvey,' to examine the enemy's 
position. Finding the entrenchments carelessly guarded, Harvey 
made a daring attack in the darkness. The American soldiers, 
rudely awakened, sprang up about their glimmering camp-fires 
and stood their ground bravely for a time. But they were be
wildered and without disciphne. After a blind straggle they were 
routed at the point of the bayonet; and their two generals. 
Winder and Chandler, with one hundred other prisoners and four 
field-pieces, feff into Harvey's hands (June 5th, 1813). 

Vincent at once followed up the retreat of the invaders, and 
sent a small advance party to reoccupy the position of Beaver Dam. 
This dangerous duty was entrasted to Lieutenant James Fitzgibbon, 

1 Afterwards Sir John Harvey, governor of New Brunswick, and one of the 
iravest and most skilful officers in the service. 
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with but thirty British regulars and thirty Mohawk Indians. A few 
miles to the rear, where now stands St. Catherine's, lay Major de 

Haren with two hundred men. The Americans, smart
ing under their defeat, planned to surprise this outpost. 

One Colonel Boerstler, with five hundred and fifty men and two 
field guns of the 14th United States regiment, was despatched 
with great secrecy on the enterprise. 

In spite of aU precautions, however, news of the plan got 
abroad. It reached the ears of James Secord, a wounded Cana
dian militiaman of Queenston. Unable himself to carry the alarm 
to Fitzgibbon, his wife undertook the perilous and difficult errand. 

She succeeded; and the name of Laura Secord was 
Laura Secord. . r ^ 1 . 1 • 

written high among those of Canada s heroines. At 
dawn she set forth, eluding the hostUe sentry by pretending to 
milk a cow, which she gradually drove before her into the woods. 
Once out of sight, she ran. Through twenty miles of wild forest 
she forced her way, now startled by the rattlesnake, now trembling 
at the cry of the wolf, till late in the day she was stopped by the 
sentinel Mohawks, who carried her before Fitzgibbon with her 
tidings. Heaped with praise and gratitude, she was taken to a 
farmhouse near by and tenderly cared for. 

Fitzgibbon at once sent word back to de Haren. Then he 
threw out his Indians along the line of approach, and awaited the 
attack. About dawn the American column encountered the 
Indians, who, by firing irregularly, yelling terrifically, and keeping 
weff out of sight, managed to convey the impression that their 
numbers were formidable. Hearing the noise of the fight, three 
young Canadian mUitiamen named Kelly, at work on their farm 
near by, ran for their guns and hastened to the scene. They were 
joined by seven or eight more muskets, summoned from other 
farms by the sound. Hiding behind trees the Canadians opened 
fire, from a direction in which no attack was looked for. The 
enemy threw out skirmishers and pressed on, but in growing con
fusion. The front of their column became disorganized. Their 
commander quite lost his wits. Suddenly they were met by Fitz-
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gibbon at the head of his bold thirty, advancing with a ffag of trace. 
The suggestion of a trace was now much to Boerstler's fancy. 
He was told by Fitzgibbon that de Haren, with reinforcements, 
was close by. He saw before him a resolute array of red coats. 
The Indians, in the woods on both flanks, yelled assiduously, with 
scalping-knives and horrors in their cry. Those eleven Canadian 
militiamen kept up their rade assault upon the rear. Boerstler 
felt himself entrapped. Much worried, he hurriedly surrendered 
his whole force. Fitzgibbon was embarrassed, however, by such 
haste. Taking refuge in politeness, he kept the American officers 
a long time busy in drawing up the articles of capitulation; till at 
last de Haren arrived with his two hundred bayonets and released 
him from the awkward situation (June 24, 1813). 

After this stroke General Dearborn resigned his command, to 
be succeeded by General Boyd. About the same time the gov
ernorship of Upper Canada was given to General de Rottenburg, 
who thus superseded both Sheaff"e and Vincent. For a time there 
was inaction along the Niagara frontier, broken only by the suc
cessful raid of Colonel Clark, of the Lincoln militia, ^ _̂  ^ ,̂ 

Fort Schlos-

against the American post of Fort Schlosser, and ser and Black 
Colonel Bishopp's attack on the American naval depot 
at Black Rock. This attack was entirely successful, resulting in 
the destruction of valuable stores; but it cost Canada the life of 
Colonel Bishopp, a brave and judicious officer to whom both the 
regulars and the mffitia were attached. 

About this time Commodore Chauncey with his ffeet made 
another descent on the unfortunate provincial capital, "Little 
York," burned the barracks, carried off" pubhc and ^^.^^^^^^^^ 
private stores, and destroyed some small boats. But fleets on Lake 
meanwhile his supremacy on Lake Ontario had been 
brought into question. The Canadian ffeet in Kingston harbour had 
been reinforced by the arrival of Sir James Yeo with four hundred 
and fifty British seamen. Sir James had only six ships to the 
American fourteen, but he saffed from Kingston, captured some 
depots on the south shore of the lake, and then chaUenged Chaun-
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cey to come out of Niagara and fight. Nothing loth, the Ameri
can commodore accepted the challenge. Nor was the contest so 
uneven as might appear from the numbers on each side, for the 
Canadian ships were somewhat larger and more heavily armed 
than their adversaries. The Americans, however, were much the 
superior in speed and in the range of their guns, and they foiled 
aU Sir James's efforts to bring them to close quarters. During the 
battle two of the American vessels were captured. Two more 
were upset in a squall, and all on board lost save sixteen whom 
the British boats picked up. After these losses Chauncey dechned 
to fight it out, and retired under the guns of Fort Niagara. 

On Lake Erie, however, the strife for naval supremacy had a 
different ending. On the loth day of September the Canadian 

ffeet of six ships, under Captain Barclay, fought the 
C/cl 113. ul 3.11 uG~ 

feat on Lake American ffeet of ten ships, under Commodore Perry, 
and suffered a most disastrous defeat. The battle was 

a desperate one, and Barclay fought with stubborn valour; but in 
the end every one of his ships was taken or destroyed. In this 
case, again, the battle was not so unequal as would appear from 
the numbers on each side, as the Canadian ships were the larger 
and carried the heavier broadsides. 

This disaster brought another on its heels. Proctor, at Detroit, 
was cut off" from his supphes. He determined to give up Detroit, 
evacuate the western country, and fall back on Burhngton Heights. 
Dismanthng his fortifications and taking the guns with him, he 
retreated up the valley of the Thames. His force, including 
Tecumseh's five hundred warriors, numbered between thirteen and 
fourteen hundred. He was followed with great energy by General 
Harrison, at the head of an army which had by this time swelled 
to over three thousand. 

And now came the humiliating defeat of Moravian Town. 
Proctor halted his army before Moravian Town, in a strong posi
tion, with the current of the Thames on his left, a dense cedar 
swamp on his right, and a front of only about three hundred yards 
to defend. The swamp was securely held by Tecumseh and his 
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Indians. For this position his force should have been ample, even 
if ten times outnumbered by the enemy. But he seems to have 
neglected the most ordinary precautions in the mat-

° , , . . , The disaster 
ter of scouts and skirmishers. By felling trees in his of Moravian 
front he might have protected himself with an im
penetrable abatis; but this obvious duty he neglected. Harri
son's Kentucky riflemen, moving with great swiftness, were upon 
him before he realized their approach. The Canadian front was 
shattered at the first rash. The battle was over ere well begun, 
and Proctor with his staff was in full ffight for Burlington. The 
troops seemed to have had no confidence in their leader, for they 
had not lost a score in killed and wounded before they broke. 
The Indians alone were men that shameful day. They held their 
ground and fought heroically when their white allies had ffed. In 
the wild mel^e the brave Tecumseh fell, a stroke more grievous 
than the defeat itself. The victors in their triumphant hatred dis
graced themselves by mutilating the body of the dead hero, who, 
savage though he was called, had ever set them an example of 
humanity, moderation, and justice. Proctor, for his conduct on 
this sorry occasion, was court-martialed, and dismissed from the 
service. 

Some slight compensation for the disasters of Lake Erie and 
Moravian Town was granted by Fate, meanwhile, on Lake 
Champlain. The Americans, with their heavily armed ^,^^ ^ ^ 
sloops-of-war, Eagle and Growler, commanded the and 

^ ' ° Growler. 
lake. The gate of Lower Canada was barred, as of 
old, at Isle aux Noix. Here, expecting attack, the Canadian 
commander. Colonel Taylor, equipped three smaff gunboats; and 
having no saffors, manned them with soldiers from his regiment. 
^Vhen the American ships attacked, they met with a surprisingly 
hot reception. After a four hours' battle they were both captured. 
Soon afterwards, under the Red Cross of England's marine, they 
swept the American flag from the lake. 

A httie later the army of the North, the most numerous and 
hitherto least active division of the enemy's forces, made a double 
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movement on Montreal. One section, consisting of seven thou
sand men under General Wade Hampton, advanced from Lake 
Chateau- Champlain to the Chateauguay River, with the inten-
*^^y- tion of descending that stream to its mouth and cross
ing thence to the head of Montreal Island. The other section, 
consisting of eight thousand men under General Wilkinson, was to 
operate from Sackett's Harbour, and descend the St. Lawrence in 
boats to join Hampton at Lachine. To hold t"he frontier against 
Hampton's advance stood a scattered force of about sixteen 
hundred men, of whom three hundred and fifty, chieffy French 
Canadian Voltigeurs with a handful of Glengarry Fencibles, formed 
a corps of observation far to the front. This body of troops 
was under the command of the brave de Salaberry, a member 
of the old French Canadian noblesse, who had won distinction 
fighting England's battles in foreign lands. De Salaberry had 
already repulsed an attack of Hampton's on the little forest out
post of Odelltown. Now he hastened to throw himself in the 
path of the march on Chateauguay. In a tract of difficult forest, 
intersected by four parallel ravines, with the river on the left and 
a swamp on his right, he threw up his defences. Half a mffe to 
the rear was a ford of the river, whereat he posted a smaff party 
of Beauharnois militia, supported by a band of Glengarries under 
MacdoneU, the victor of Ogdensburg. The Americans came on 
in two divisions, one, under General Izzard, attacking in front, the 
other, led by Colonel Purdy, moving down the further bank of the 
river to force the ford. The front attack was hurled back in con
fusion. Not an American bayonet got inside the breastworks-
All through the fight>the Canadian buglers kept blowing, and the 
menacing brass resounded at such widely separate points that the 
invaders thought the whole Canadian army was before them. 
Presently the attack in front weakened. That on the ford, mean-
whffe, was' pressed in great force. The defenders feU back slowly. 
The enemy followed, tiU all at once, reaching a bend in the river, 
they found themselves exposed to a deadly flank fire from de Sala-
berry's lines. They broke and fled back into the bushes, and were 
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•fired upon by advancing parties of their own men who mistook 
them for the victorious Canadians. Then wild panic seized the 
invading army; and the path of its flight was strewn with knap
sacks, drums, muskets, and camp equipage. The defeat of the 
three thousand five hundred by the three hundred and fifty was 
overwhelming in its completeness. The victory of Chateauguay, 
let it be remembered, was a victory of the French Canadian 
militia, led by their own officers; and it was perhaps the most 
glorious in the whole course of a war which brought much glory 
to our arms.' 

General Wilkinson, meanwhile, was lingering at Sackett's Har
bour. Not till the 3rd of November did he get his army under 
way. In a flotilla of three hundred batteaux, escorted Chrysler's 
by gunboats, he began the descent of the St. Law- ^̂ ™ -̂
rence ; and twelve hundred of his troops marched abreast of him 
down the south shore of the river. When weU beyond the batteries 
of Prescott this force crossed to the Canadian side, and was rein
forced till its ranks numbered something under three thousand. 
Close on the heels of the invaders followed a force of eight hun
dred British regulars and Canadian mihtia from Kingston, cease
lessly harassing their march. This little army, a mere corps of 
observation, was commanded by Colonel Morrison, and accom
panied by the daring Harvey, victor of Stony Creek. A little 
beyond Williamsburg, at a spot whose name is one of the unfor
gettable names of our history, the attacks of the Canadian skir
mishers on the American rear became too galling to be borne. 
The invaders turned, at their general's orders, to "brush away the 
annoyance." It was in the fields of " Chrysler's Farm " that they 
took up their position, and angrily faced their handful of tor
mentors. The battle took place in the afternoon of Nov. 12th. 
In spite of their numbers the Americans were utterly routed and 
driven to their boats. Sick, and dejected from such a reverse, 

1 The victors of Chateauguay were specially honoured by England. Every 
soldier engaged was decorated with a medal. De Salaberry himself was knighted, 
being made a Commander of the Bath. 
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Wilkinson pressed on down the river, expecting to join Hampton's 
forces. At R^gis he heard of the rout of Chateauguay. The 
attack on Montreal was at once abandoned, and the American 
army went into winter quarters. 

The closing acts of the campaign of 1813 were not war, but 
reprisal. In December, General Sir George Drummond was put 
in command of the forces in Upper Canada. He ordered an 
attack on Fort George, — rather uselessly, as Fort George was 
commanded by Fort Niagara opposite, and was therefore of no 

great value to either side. On the approach of the 
Reprisals on 
the Niagara Canadian column General McClure abandoned the 

place and retired to the American side. But before 
departing he left a legacy of hate by burning the town of Newark, 
and casting all the inhabitants, old and young, sick and well, adrift 
in the storm of a wffd December night. This senseless barbarism 
brought swift retribution. The angry Canadians crossed the river, 
stormed Fort Niagara, burned- Lewiston, burned Buffalo, and 
wasted the whole Niagara frontier. 

To turn once more from the Lakes to the sea, we find that the 
summer of this year brought some compensation to England for 
the maritime disasters of 1812. Early in June, while the American 
frigate Chesapeake was refitting in the port of Boston, the British 
frigates Shannon and Tenedos appeared off" the harbour. The 
Shannon, a fine ship carrying 52 guns, manned with a full and 

weU-driUed crew, was commanded by Captain Broke, 
peaJceandthe who burned to wipe out the humiliations which the 
Shannon. 

British flag had suffered on the sea. Sending away 
the Tenedos, he despatched a formal challenge to Captain Law
rence of the Chesapeake, asking for " the honour of a meeting 
to try the fortunes of our flags." Lawrence, a gaUant officer, 
accepted with enthusiasm. On June n t h he saffed out of port, 
aff ready for battle; and in his wake swarmed gaffy the pleasure 
boats and yachts of Boston, eager to witness another triumph over 
the mistress of the seas. The two ships were weff matched, each 
carrying 52 guns. But the Chesapeake had a small advantage in 
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weight of broadside, in tonnage, and in the numbers of her 
crew.^ The battle was desperate but brief. Under a terrific can
nonade from all the guns which they could bring to bear, the eager 
antagonists closed. The moment they came together and grappled, 
the Shannon's crew boarded their foe, swarming over the bul
warks cutlass in hand, swinging across from yard-arm and rigging. 
At the head of his men, fighting fiercely, Lawrence fell mortally 
wounded. In fifteen minutes from the first broadside the Chesa
peake's flag came down; and the Shannon had won back the old 
prestige of England's ships. The victorious Broke sailed away 
with his prize to Halifax; and there, with military honours, the 
slain captain was buried. At the tidings of this triumph a chorus 
of joy went up from English tongues. 

To the provinces of Nova Scotia and New Branswick the cam
paign of 1813 brought no great actions, though the stir of military 
preparation kept Halifax excited and made trade brisk Echoes of the 
throughout the neighbouring counties. Hahfax fur- Maritime^ 
ther profited from the fact that prizes captured off the P^^^'es. 
American coast were brought into her port to be sold. Ameri
can privateers, now and again, swooped down upon the coast, 
doing some damage. Annapolis in particular, so surely does his
tory repeat itself, felt the weight of this scourge. Chester, too, was 
harried more than once; and the fertile vale of the Cornwaffis 
was raided. But all the damage infficted by privateers ^ was far 
more than made up by the profits of the contraband trade which 
our seaboard countrymen carried on with shrewd diligence. Be-

1 AMERICAN. 

Chesapeake. 
Guns 52 
Weight of metal 1180 lbs. 
Tonnage 113S 
Crew 376 

BRITISH. 
Shannon. 

Guns 52 
Weight of metal 1070 lbs. 
Tonnage 1066 
Crew 306 

2 In Mahone Bay took place the affair of the Young Teazer. This noted 
American privateer was chased up the bay by two British vessels. Overtaken at 
last, the crew fought desperately; but as she was on the point of surrender she 
was blown up, and only eight of her men escaped. This wholesale destruction was 
the work of a British deserter, who knew that for him capture meant hanging, and 
who therefore chose to fire the magazine. 
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ing the boldest and readiest of saffors, moreover, the Nova Sco-
tians and New Branswickers took pattern from their foe; and 
in secluded ports of the Atiantic and Fundy shore were fitted 
out swift privateers, whose successful cruises laid the foundation 
of many a provincial fortune. 

75. The Campaign of 1814. — During the next winter reinforce
ments were brought into Canada, in preparation for the sharp work 
that seemed to threaten on the opening of spring. In February a 
portion of the 8th regiment accomplished the painful march from 
Fredericton to the St. Lawrence, over the route already marked 
out by the 104th. By the same route came two hundred and 
fifty British seamen for service on the Lakes. 

Though the autumn advance on Montreal had been so rudely 
checked, the Americans had not relinquished their plan of attack 
in that quarter. About the end of March they moved from Platts
burg with five thousand men, crossed the border, and assailed the 
Canadian Canadian position at La Colle miff. The position was 
ccSie'mî f ^^ ^ strong one, and was held by Major Handcock with 
vfd;oiy at"̂ °̂ about five hundred men. The mill was a massive stone 
Chippewa. structure of two stories, further strengthened by heavy 
beams, and well fitted for defence. Against this small outpost Wil
kinson threw his whole force. After several hours of fighting, in the 
course of which the intrepid little garrison showed its spirit by an 
audacious sortie, the Americans retired. Upon this rebuff" Wilkin
son resigned his command; and the Champlain frontier was left 
at peace for a time, while the centre of war shifted back to Upper 
Canada. In May an expedition from Kingston captured Oswego 
and destroyed the fort. On the Niagara frontier the Americans 
took Fort Erie, thus compensating themselves for the loss of Fort 
Niagara. Our httle army in this district, consisting of two thou
sand men with a few field guns, was now under cohimand of Gen
eral RiaU. On July 5, 1814, RiaU attacked the American army 
of thrice his strength, near Chippewa, and was beaten off after a 
hard fight. 

Some weeks later. General Drummond arrived with reinforce-
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ments; and on July 26th was fought the battie of Lundy's Lane, 
or, as the American historians caU it, DrummondviUe. Lundy's 
Lane was the most hotly contested battie of the war. On the 
Canadian side were some two thousand eight hun
dred regulars and mihtia, under General Drammond; of Lundy's 
whffe the Americans, under General Brown, numbered 
about five thousand. The road called Lundy's Lane, ranning 
within earshot of the giant cataract, was seized by Drummond 
at the beginning of the battie, and formed the key of the position. 
The fight began at five in the afternoon. It was a confused and 
desperate struggle, so close that more than once the opposing 
cannon were thundering muzzle to muzzle. The green lane was 
heaped with dead and dying. Once the foe gained possession, 
but. held it not for long. Backwards and forwards swayed the 
deadly grapple, through the twihght, then through the dark. 
The sky was thick with clouds, but at times a white finger of 
moonlight touched wonderingly the scene of carnage. Toward 
nine o'clock there was a pause, and the roar of Niagara sounded 
heavily over the sudden hush. Then with fresh strength and fury 
the matched antagonists sprang at each other's throats. Till near 
midnight, wiJh varying but weU-balanced fortunes, the straggle 
went on. At last the Americans retired and feU back on their 
camp at Chippewa, leaving many hundreds of dead and wounded 
on the field. On the following day they threw their heavy bag
gage into the river, and ffed ^ to Fort Erie, destroying the Chip
pewa bridge behind them. 

Drammond followed the American retreat, and laid siege to 
Fort Erie; but there he was so roughly handled by the enemy 
in two dashing sorties that he raised the siege and fell 
, , ^ , . The defeat of 
back on Chippewa. In this position the two armies Prevost at 

1 1 r 1 - 1 Plattsburg. 

watched each other for weeks, with no important move
ment on either side. The edge of battle shifted to other and widely 

1 Some American historians, who quite ignore Chateauguay and Chrysler's 
Farm, claim Lundy's Lane as an American victory. It is hard to find their 
grounds for such a claim, or to reconcile it with this burning of bridges and cast
ing of baggage into the river. 
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separate points. In August an American expedition went northward 
and attacked the fort at Michilimackinac. The enterprise ended 
disastrously for them, the plucky garrison not only beating back its 
assailants but capturing two of their vessels. In September Sir 
George Prevost undertook the reduction of Plattsburg, the Ameri
can headquarters on Lake Champlain, and failed ignominiously. 

This disaster came just when great things were expected of 
Prevost. England and her allies had triumphed in the Old 
World. Napoleon had been driven from the throne of France 
to the narrow isle of Elba. The power of England was free to 
move in America. The whole coast, from the Gulf of Mexico to 
Nova Scotia, was declared under blockade, and British fleets 
threatened every port. At the same time strong reinforcements 
were sent to Lower Canada, and Prevost was directed to strike a 
decisive blow on Lake Champlain. With thirteen thousand choice 
troops, many of them veterans of Wellington's Spanish campaigns, 
he moved up the shores of the lake. Abreast of his march sailed a 
ffeet of sloops and gunboats, with one small frigate, under Captain 
Downie. The American fleet lay under the guns of Plattsburg. 
Prevost's plan of battle provided that the land-force should storm 
the entrenchments while Downie was destroying the American ships. 
But the American ships proved too tough a morsel. The battle 
was a stubborn one. The brave Downie was kiUed, and his fleet was 
shattered. Daunted by the disaster Sir George withdrew precipi
tately, leaving many of his wounded on the field. This astonish
ing retreat he explained by sapng that Plattsburg would be of no 
nse to him now that the destruction of the fleet had lost him the 
command of the lake. But his army was filled with rage. Many 
of the officers broke their swords in fury at the disgrace. A few 
months later Prevost was summoned home to England to be tried 
for incompetency; but he feU sick on the journey, and died 
before the trial took place. It is said that when actually under 
fire this unfortunate general displayed great personal bravery; 
but it is certain that he lacked resolution in emergency, and that 
he had not the courage of his responsibilities. 
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In the Maritime Provinces the summer of 1814 was marked by 
some activity. Sir John Sherbrooke was governor of Nova Scotia. 
He concluded that the time was ripe for extending 

. '^ ° Nova Scotia 
British claims over the old disputed territory of Maine, takes pos-
T T 1 1 - 1 I - • T-, session of 

in July he organized an expedition against Eastport, eastern 
captured it, and made the citizens take the oath of 
allegiance to the British Crown. In September he stretched his 
hand westward to the Penobscot, seizing the towns of Castine and 
Bangor, and proclaiming British authority over the surrounding 
region, which had once been a part of Acadie. He accomplished 
the bold enterprise with httle opposition and no bloodshed, the 
people accepting the new rule with good grace. During the rest 
of the war all this district was under Sherbrooke's administration. 
The customs receipts were carried to Nova Scotia, and constituted 
what was known as the Castine Fund. It amounted to nearly 
^40,000, most of which, a few years later, went to the founding 
of Dalhousie College in Halifax. 

Meanwhile, far to the south, England was pushing hard against 
her adversary. A ffeet, under Admiral Cochran, saffed into 
Chesapeake Bay and bombarded Fort McHenry, the . 
defence of Baltimore. The ffeet carried a land-force defeated at 

New Orleans, 
under General Ross, which took Washington. In 
retahation for the destruction of York, the Capitol and other 
public buildings were burned. Meanwhile the Commissioners of 
Great Britain and the United States were sitting in councff at 
Ghent, in the Netherlands; and at last they managed to agree 
upon terms of peace. On the day before Christmas, 1814, the 
Treaty of Ghent was signed. By its provisions each nation 
restored all lands taken during the war. The tidings of peace, 
however, were slow in reaching the New World, and in January 
was fought a fierce and bloody battie. The city of New Orleans 
was attacked by General Pakenham with a strong force. The 
defenders of the city were mostly raw militia, and they were 
heavily outnumbered by the British; but they had ingeniously 
strengthened their breastworks with cotton bales and bags of 
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sand, and under the command of a vigorous and warlike leader. 
General Andrew Jackson, they fought with admirable courage. 
In vain the British hurled themselves against the novel breast
works. The long lines of cotton bales streamed with a murder
ous fire, and two thousand British soldiers fell before them. The 
result was the defeat and death of Pakenham, and for Jackson a 
ffood of popular adoration which by-and-by carried him to the 
White House. 

The war was now done. To the Americans it had brought 
little but disaster. They had gone into it in a spirit of deliberate 
and wanton aggression, and with so little excuse that one of their 

greatest statesmen, Quincy, could say on the ffoors of 
war for Congress — "Since the invasion of the Buccaneers, 

there is nothing in history more disgraceful than this 
war." They had invaded the lands of an unoff"ending people, 
whom they first vainly tried to seduce from their allegiance, and 
then visited with fire and pillage. They came out of the war 
with few victories to their credit, but smarting under many and 
humihating defeats. They came out of it with their great mercan
tile marine destroyed (England took three thousand of their ships), 
their foreign commerce ruined, two-thirds of their merchants bank
rupt. Their export trade had fallen from ^100,000,000 to less 
than ^8,000,000 ; their imports from ^140,000,000 to ^15,000,000. 
For all their expenditure of blood and treasure, they could show 
no great wrong righted, no foot of added territory, — nothing, in
deed, but such a record as a proud people loves not to dwell 
upon. 

To Canada, on the other hand, the war was fruitful of glory. 
Its results are potent in our blood to this day. Some of the 
most splendid and decisive victories of the war were won by the 
Canadian militia. These victories taught us our ability to defend 
our wide frontier even against overwhelming numbers. They 
taught us, too, that in a ffagrantiy unjust war, — a war of off"ence, 
— the great kindred republic on our borders could not put forth 
aU its strength, being hampered by the national conscience. Just 
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as England was weak in the war of American Independence, be
cause her people doubted the righteousness of her cause, so the 
United States proved weak in the war of 1812, be-

. . . , . ,. , ' Results of 
cause their wisest sons, their most enlightened com- war to 

. . Canada 
munities, refused to support the wanton aggression of 
the government. Canada gained, by this baptism of fire, a mar
tial self-reliance, the germs of a new spirit of patriotism. She 
learned that, whether of French or Enghsh blood, Scotch, Irish, 
or German, her sons were one in loyal valour when the enemy 
came against her gates. Her devastated homes, the blood of her 
sons, these were not too great a price to pay for the bond of 
brotherhood between the scattered provinces. The bond that 
then first made itself felt, from Cape Breton to the Straits of 
Mackinaw, grew secretly but surely in power till it proclaimed 
itself to the world in Confederation, and reached out to islands of 
the Pacific. To crown its work there is wanting now only that 
" Ancient Colony " which sits in the portals of the Gulf and wraps 
her austere shoulders in her cloak of fogs and suspicion. 
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SECTIONS: —76, THE NORTH-WEST; 1789-1835. 77, STRIFE IN 

POLITICS, GROWTH IN POPULATION. 78, POLITICAL STRIFE IN 

LOWER CANADA. 

76. The North-west; 1789-1835. — Far aloof from the pomp 
and circumstance of war, amid solitude and ceaseless hardship, 

• 1 ^^1. went on the exploration and beginnings of settlement 
Rivalry of the '̂  D O 
Hudson Bay of what is uow our great North-west. The moving 
and North- ° . ., ^, 

west Com- force in that vast region was the fur-trade. The 
Hudson Bay Company, with its lonely, posts at the 

mouths of rivers, on the shores of the great sea from which it 
took its name, was forced by its active Montreal rival, the North
west Company, to push its power all over the interior. North
ward to the Arctic circle, westward to the Rockies, and at last 
to the very Pacific, spread the stockaded posts of the rival com
panies, sometimes rising almost side by side, but always with 
fierce jealousies that too often broke out in bloodshed. The 
employes of the Hudson Bay Company were chieffy men from 
the Orkney Islands, those of the North-west Company French 
Canadians. These hardy adventurers took themselves wives from 
among the tribes of the land; and there sprang up in time a race 
of half-breeds, almost as wild as their savage mothers, but capable 
in affairs, and susceptible to education. They came to be a 
mighty factor in the making of the North-west. 

The most famous name in North-west exploration is that of 
Alexander Mackenzie, a Scotch Highlander, who in the latter 
quarter of the eighteenth century came to the New World as a 
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servant of the " Nor'-westers," — as the Montreal company was 
called. His boldness, endurance, and aptitude for leadership 
among the turbulent spirits who surrounded him, pres- Mackenzie 
ently brought him to the front. In the summer of 1789, "̂ e explorer. 
Mackenzie set out from Fort Chippewyan, on Lake Athabasca, 
and with four birch-bark canoes went north by the Slave River to 
the Great Slave Lake. Thence he descended the huge river that 
bears his name, till near the end of July he came out upon the 
Arctic Ocean. After this feat he returned to England for a year 
of study, in order that he might be able to determine more accu
rately the positions and characteristics of his future discoveries, 
and so give his records more scientific value. His next achieve
ment was the ascent of the Peace River from Fort Chippewyan, 
through a gap in the Rockies, to its source in what is now our 
splendid Pacific province of British Columbia. Thence, through 
tremendous difficulties and endless perils, he made his way to the 
Pacific coast. To commemorate this triumph the exultant ex
plorer took a quantity of vermilion, such as the Indians used, 
mixed it with grease, and on the face of a cliff overlooking the 
waves inscribed the following words — " Alexander Mackenzie 
from Canada by land, the twenty-second of July, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-three." 

About this time Captain George "Vancouver, following the path 
which Captain Cook had already made memorable (1778-1779), 
was exploring the British Columbian coast, and dis- ^^^^^.,,^1. ^̂  
puting with the Spaniards the possession of the great thê Pacific 
island which now bears his name. Captain Cook had 
made his landing at Nootka, on the island. Nootka became a 
centre of trade with the Indians of the coast. In 1788 Captain 
John Meares had founded a settlement there, which the Spaniards, 
claiming all the coast, had destroyed with great barbarity. It 
was to look into this matter that "Vancouver was sent to the 
Pacific. The year of his arrival was 1792. He found the Span
iards at Nootka, but they withdrew at his bidding; and the dis
pute was referred to arbitration. The decision of the arbitrators 
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gave all the Pacific coast to Great Britain, from California in the 
south to Russian America in the north. In 1792, also, the mouth 
of that great river caUed by the Spaniards the Oregon was entered 
by an American ship, and renamed by its captain the Columbia. 
By a curious exchange, the patriotism of the American captain 
afterwards furnished a name for a Canadian province, whffe the 
supplanted Spanish title of the river served to designate an Ameri
can state. 

The next name illustrious in the annals of the North-west is 
that of Lord Selkirk, whose colonizing labours in Prince Edward 
Island and Upper Canada have been already described. In 1811 
the noble colonizer became interested in the Hudson Bay Com
pany, and purchased from the company a vast tract of land on 

Red River. This district he named Assiniboia, and 
Lord Sel
kirk's Red thither he sent, by way of Hudson Bay, a band of 
River colony. . .^ . , . . _ _ , 

Scotch and Irish immigrants. In 1812 these pioneers, 
heedless of the war-storms further east, settled on the fertile lands 
by the Red River's muddy current, where they were joined from 
year to year by other immigrants till the colony became important 
enough to excite the jealousy of the North-west Company's half-
breeds. A number of the colonists were presently persuaded by 
a north-western trader to leave Red River and betake themselves 
to Penetanguishene on Georgian Bay; but their place was soon 
filled by another band sent out by the indefatigable Selkirk. In 
1816 the hostility of the half-breeds, who claimed the whole 
North-west as their birthright and vaingloriously styled them
selves " the New Nation," blazed out in open war. Fort Douglas, 
the centre of the Selkirk settlement, was assaulted, and Semple, 
the governor of the colony, was killed in the struggle. Lord Sel
kirk, who was on the way from Montreal with a small party of 
troops for the defence of his colony, was met by the news of 
Semple's death, whereupon he retorted by seizing Fort WiUiam, 
an important Nor'-wester post on Lake Supe-rior. After winter
ing there he pushed on to the Red River valley and promptly 
brought the half-breeds to submission. Thus troubled was the 
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birth of the Red River settlement, which half a century later was 
to become the " Prairie Province " of Manitoba. 

In 1821 the dangers which still menaced the settlements were 
removed by the union of the North-west and Hudson Bay Com
panies, both companies having found the rivalry ruinous. About 
this time a number of Swiss settlers came to Red River, and the 
colony entered upon a period of peaceful growth. In 1835 the 
Red River colony was brought under a regular gov- xhe council 
ernment, called the Council of Assiniboia, which con- °* Assiniboia. 
tinued to rule its affairs tiU the purchase of the North-west by the 
Canadian Confederation. The Councff of Assiniboia held its ses
sions at Fort Garry, the capital of the colony, and was presided 
over by the Hudson Bay Company's governor. Its first president 
was the energetic and masterful Sir George Simpson. 

To the history of the North-west belong the exploits of Sir 
John Franklin and the explorations of George Back. These were 
fruitful of heroism, if not of desirable new lands. York Factory, 
at the mouth of the Nelson, and afterwards Fort Chippewyan, 
were the points of departure for these expeditions. Franklin on 
his first journey (1819-1822) reached the Arctic Sea Arctic expio-
by way of the Coppermine River, at the mouth of which ^I'nkiin and 
he bufft a post. On his second expedffion (1825- •̂ '̂̂ '̂ • 
1827) he descended the Mackenzie River and explored the 
Polar coast to the westward. Back's expedition (1833-1835), de
scended the Great Fish River (sometimes called Back's River), 
at the head of which he bufft Fort Rehance. The final expedffion 
of Franklin, that on which he and his fohowers perished, did not 
set out tiff 1845. 

77. Strife in Politics, Growth in Population. — For the prov
inces of the St. Lawrence and the Lakes, the period immediately 
succeeding the war was one of growth in population, of strife in 
pohtics. Great Britain being now at peace, she found on her 
hands a throng of disbanded soldiers, and officers retfred on half 
pay. Besides this fact, the labouring classes in the British Isles 
had been increasing of late much more rapidly than work could 
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be found for them. The government turned its attention to pro
moting emigration. Beginning with the "Per th Settiement" of 
disbanded soldiers and thefr officers, in 1816, settiers kept ffock-
immigration m into both Upper and Lower Canada in yeariy in
to Canada, creasing numbers. These new-comers were at first 
mainly Scotch and Irish; but soon the movement extended to 
the English and Welsh as well. It was by no means a pauper 
immigration. In almost aff cases it was under strict government 
supervision, and the immigrants were of a sturdy, independent, 
self-respecting class. This fact cannot be too much dwelt upon, 
for on it depends the high average — inteffectual, moral, and 
physical —of the Canadian stock. Landing usually at Quebec, 
some of the immigrants were unwUhng to prolong their journey, 
and therefore settied in the surrounding districts. Others went 
south-westward to the Eastem Townships and the vaUey of the St. 
Francis. Yet others established themselves about Montreal. But 
the greater number kept on into Upper Canada, preferring the 
English laws and institutions under which they had been brought 
up. They spread in bands to aU parts of the province, peopling 
new townships, opening in the wilderness new centres of pros
perous life. To the beginning of this period belongs the con-
straction of the Rideau Canal,^ from Kingston to the Ottawa River 
at Chaudiere FaUs. Many of the newly arriving settlers took up 
lands about the canal and on the Ottawa, and at the Falls arose a 
busy little lumbering viUage (1825) caUed Bytown in honour of 
Colonel By, the engineer who had built the canal. This remote 
settlement of shantymen and lumbermen was destined to become 
our national capital, the beautiful city of Ottawa. 

A powerful factor in this work of peophng the Canadian wilder-
The Canada ness was the " Canada Company," incorporated by 
Company. Imperial Parhament in 1826, with a capital of one 
miUion pounds sterling. The company purchased, in the two prov-

1 This work was planned by the British government for military purposes, to 
secure communication between Montreal and the Lakes in case of the exposed 
St. Lawrence route falling into an enemy's hands. 
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inces, vast tracts of land, amounting in aU to nearly three million 
acres, on terms requiring the construction of roads and other 
measures of development. The secretary of the company, very 
zealous in its affairs, was a vigorous Scotch man-of-letters, John 
Gait of Ayrshire. To the Canada Company we owe a long roll of 
flourishing settlements, with such busy towns as Gait and Gode
rich, and the fine city of Guelph, nicknamed " T h e Royal City." 
The year of heaviest increase was 1831, when no fewer than 
thirty-four thousand immigrants came to Canada. It is estimated 
that in the four years beginning with 1829 the settlers seeking a 
home within our borders numbered no less than one hundred and 
sixty thousand. This period of our history is weff named by a 
Canadian historian^ the period of the "Great Immigration." 

Hand in hand with this immigration came a plague which 
scourged both Upper and Lower Canada (1832-1834). In June 
of 1832 came a ship from Dublin to the St. Lawrence with Asiatic 
cholera on board. She was stopped at the quarantine station 
down the river, but on the day following her arrival the plague 
was already in Quebec, where it seized its thousands The cholera 
of victims. It spread hungrily up the St. Lawrence, y^^''^-
ravaged Montreal, and swooped down upon Jhe infant towns and 
villages of the Lake province. The frosts of autumn stayed its 
fatal march, and the terrified people had time to mourn their 
dead. They thought themselves safe, and again breathed freely ; 
but two years later the destroyer awoke to new hfe, and ravaged 
the settlements through the whole of a grievous summer (1834). 

Side by side with peaceful growth in population went on a 
stormy growth in pohtical life. Pohtical straggles constitute, for 
the half century succeeding the war, almost the whole Disputes 
of Canadian history. The contestants are, on the one ecutive^^d' 
side, the people as represented by the Assembly, on P̂ °Pî  
the other side the Executive and Legislative councils, usually in 
aUiance with the governor. The strife went on in Upper Canada, 

1 Doctor George Bryce, author of "A Short History of the Canadian People." 
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Lower Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, with such variations 
as chance and local differences might be expected to produce; 
but, at the same time, with such similarities that we are forced to 
seek some one general cause as the base of aff the quarrels. In 
one province, religious differences may seem, at first glance, to 
explain the trouble; in another the root of the difficulty may 
appear to lie in antagonisms of race and language. But these, 
when looked at fairly, prove to be mere accidents. The straggle 
is in fact a constitutional one. It is for the reality of representa
tive institutions, — for what is known as Responsible Government. 
The constitutions given to the several provinces in the latter 
part of the preceding century had put the government nominally 
in the hands of the people, but by no means actually so. In fact, 
its functions were usurped by the Executive Council, whose 
members, as we have seen, held office for life and were respon
sible to no one. They represented the views and wishes of a 
small and exclusive class, and maintained a show of constitutional 
authority by their connection with the Legislative Council, wherein 
most of them held seats. They were in name the governor's 
advisers; but circumstances, and the support of the Legislative 
Council, and their own importance, and too often the governor's 
ignorance of provincial affairs, combined to make them his direct
ors. Their rule, whether wise or unwise, was the rale of a strict 
oligarchy. It was contrary to the whole spirit of Anglo-Saxon 
freedom. 

Whatever shape the struggle against this ohgarchy might take 
on from time to time — "Judges' Disabilities," " Civil List Bills," 
" Clergy Reserves" —the ultimate object aimed at by the people 
was the control of the governor's advisers. The people de-
The Family manded that the Executive should be directly respon-
compact. gj|_|jg Q̂ them;—in other words, that the Executive 
should be chosen from among the representatives elected by the 
people, and should retire from office on refusal of the people to 
reelect them. This claim is now admitted as ah inalienable right; 
but in watching the stress and turmoU of the conflict by which 
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that right was won, we must not forget that the question had two 
sides. The men who strove with voice and pen in the cause of 
Canadian freedom deserve our grateful remembrance; but we 
must not forget that some of them put themselves much in the 
wrong by violence and folly, and even, in one or two cases, were 
so far misled by fanaticism or personal ambition as to stain their 
hands with treason in the sacred name of patriotism. Their 
opponents, on the other hand, were not without weighty argu
ments in support of their position, and they included in their 
number many conscientious, patriotic, and able men whose mem
ories stand far above any charge of greed or self-seeking. The 
oligarchy in Upper Canada, on account of the close relationship 
between its members and the jealous exclusiveness with which 
their circle was guarded, came to be known as the " Family 
Compact." This title was gradually extended to the like classes 
existing in each of the other provinces. In New Brunswick, 
indeed, it seemed hardly less appropriate than it was in the 
province by the Lakes. 

78. Political Strife in Lower Canada. — In Quebec the par
liamentary conffict, stilled on the approach of war, broke out again 
in 1814, during the luU before the opening of the final campaign. 
The Assembly, exultant over the French Canadian triumph at 
Chateauguay, voted aU the war credits that Sir George Prevost 
asked. Then their minds reverted to the old quar- TheAssembiy 
rel. For all that they had suffered under Sir James tgSn '̂'*'̂  
Craig they laid the blame upon Chief Justice Sewell, î-oused. 
who had been his chief adviser. They impeached the chief 
justice on a charge of having changed the rales of procedure in 
his court without legislative authority. Judge Monk, of Montreal, 
who had also made himself obnoxious to the Assembly, was 
impeached at the same time on charges of official corruption. 
The Assembly demanded that the governor should suspend these 
men from office. This the governor naturally refiised to do, unless 
the Legislative Council should concur in the impeachment. The 
Legislative Council would have nothing to do with the impeachment. 
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Secure in such support, Judge Monk paid no attention to the 
wrath of the Assembly. Chief Justice SeweU, however, went to 
Chief Justice England, desiring that the charges preferred against 
g S s " oSfe'd- him should be looked into; but his accusers failed to 
oration. appear. Sewell was warmly received in England, and 
he made his visit memorable. He laid before the colonial sec
retary, as a remedy for existing grievances and a safeguard against 
future perils, a scheme for the Federal Union of the Colonies of 
British North America. Thus, in 1814, the germs of the great 
idea of Confederation began to stir. The proposal awakened 
some interest at court; but the time was not yet ripe by half a 
century. Events, however, and chief among them the war just 
ending, were slowly but surely paving the way for the consumma
tion of Sewell's splendid dream. 

The quarrel between Assembly and Executive in Quebec was so 
much the more bitter because the Executive was almost exclusively 
Disputes over English. The English element in Lower Canada was 
the Civil List. j^^j. ^̂ ĵy ^ small minority of the population, but it was 
so foolish as to assume an air of superiority over its fellow-citizens. 
Members of this minority held almost aU the offices. Having 
made good their grasp on power, they clung to it stubbornly, and 
professed to regard their fellow-subjects of French birth as an 
inferior race. The race dispute, however, was not a vital one, for 
we find the English members of the Assembly siding vigorously 
with their French colleagues in opposition to the governor and 
Councff. It wffl be remembered that in 1809 the Assembly had 
offered to pay the expenses of the Civil List, — that is, the salaries 
of the officials, — and that the Council had indignantly rejected 
the offer, as a scheme to make them dependent on the Assembly. 
Now the governor was ordered by the home government to 
accept this offer (1816). The Assembly paid the bill, which had 
by this time much increased; but refused to make permanent 
provision for it. The members declared that they would vote the 
required amount each year, and would retain the right of examin
ing the items of the List. This caused no coffision, however, till 
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1819, when it was found that the List had increased from ^60,000 
to ;^76,ooo. The Assembly protested, examined the items, and 
made some reductions before passing the Appropriation Bffl. 
The bill thus amended was rejected by the Legislative Council; 
and thus affairs once more came to a dead-lock. In the foUowing 
year the old King, George III , died, and George I"V came to the 
throne. New assemblies were elected in aU the provinces, and to 
Quebec, as governor-general, came the Earl of Dalhousie, who 
had been serving as lieutenant-governor of Nova Scotia. 

The speaker of the new Assembly was a brUliant French Cana
dian orator, soon to win a wide but unfortunate fame. This was 
Louis Papineau, the hero of the French Canadian de-

^ . r 1 • 1 • • Papineau. 
mocracy. in spite of quarrels and jealousies, Papineau 
could say in his opening speech of welcome to the new governor 
— " On the day on which Canada came under the dominion of 
Great Britain, the reign of law succeeded that of violence. From 
that day its treasures were freely spent, its navy and its army were 
mustered to afford her an invincible protection. From that day 
the better part of British laws became hers, while her religion, her 
property, and the laws by which they are preserved, remained 
unaltered." But this loyal temper was soon to change. Lord 
Dalhousie forced on a conffict. He demanded that the Assembly 
should provide for the Civil List by a permanent appropriation. 
When the Assembly refused, he himself appropriated the ftinds 
in the treasury, and paid the Civil List expenses. It will be 
remembered that the province had three sources of revenue,— 
( i ) that derived from the Permanent Revenue Act of 1774, in 
the form of a tax imposed by the Crown on spirits and molasses; 
(2) that derived from the leases of mines and sales of land, caUed 
the " Casual and Territorial Revenue " ; and (3) that derived from 
the customs duties imposed by the Assembly on goods coming 
into the province. Of all these revenues the Assembly claimed 
control; but the first two were where the governor and Councff 
could lay hands on them. When the governor drew these funds 
and used them to pay the expenses of govemment, the Assembly 
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denounced his act as a breach of the constitution. To make 
matters worse, a noisy section of the English inhabitants began to 
argue for the abolition of French laws and the banishment of the 
French language from the Legislature. These extremists claimed 
that unless Lower Canada ceased to be a French province she 
would soon cease to be an Enghsh possession. 

A scheme for a union of Upper and Lower Canada was now 
proposed by the British government (1822) ; but it provided for 

the use of no language but Enghsh in the parliamen-
Scheme for " , , , . . . „ , ^ , 
reuniting the tary reports, and for the abolition of hrench irom the 

debates after fifteen years. The French protested so 
vehemently that the plan was dropped. But the Imperial Parha
ment, stiff arrogating to itself the right to tax the colonies, passed 
the Canada Trade Act, for raising a revenue and regulating com
merce. More and more bitter then grew the disputes in Lower 
Canada between Assembly and Legislative Council. The Assembly 
amended the Council's bills; the Council threw out the amended 
biUs ; the governor went on appropriating the permanent revenues 
to pay the Civil List. At length the position of the Council 
received a severe blow in the failure of the receiver-general. 
Sir John CaldweU. He had been appointed by the governor; 
and no security had been exacted of him that he should prove 
faithful to his trust. The Crown, not having taken security, -was 
thus morally responsible to the province. Caldwell could not 
account for some 5̂̂ 9 6,000 of the funds of the province, which 
had passed into his hands. In spite of this notorious defalca
tion, he retained his seat in the Executive; and the people 
found a new and potent weapon to their hand. As the public 
wrath boiled higher and higher. Lord Dalhousie was discreet 
enough to go away on leave of absence, and his place was tem
porarily filled by a more pohtic leader. Sir Francis Burton. He 
at once acknowledged the claim of the Assembly to control the 
Permanent Revenue ; and the indignation died down. On Dal-
housie's return, however, the storm blew up again with increasing 
menace. That obstinate nobleman ffouted all the claims of the 
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Assembly, and displayed active hostility toward its leaders, who 
were Papineau for the French section, and Doctor Wolfred Nelson 
for the smaller but not less dissatisfied English section. The next 
step in the struggle was reached in 1827, when, after a general 
election, the governor-general refused to accept Papineau as 
speaker of the new House. Then the province hummed with 
excitement, and all legislation came to an end. The people 
gathered in angry knots. Mass meetings were held in the cities ; 
and huge petitions, stating grievances and asking for the recall 
of the governor-general, were posted in haste to England. 

As Upper Canada was at the same time besieging the home 
government with like petitions, the state of affairs attracted anxious 
attention in England. Parliament appointed a Canada The Canada 
Committee to examine the points at issue. The report committee, 
of this committee (1828) was hailed in Lower Canada with grate
ful rejoicing. It urged that the Crown duties (of the act of 1774) 
should be put under the control of the Assembly on condition that 
permanent provision should be made for the payment of the Crown 
officials ; — that the judges should give up their seats in the Legis
lative Council; — that bishops should not be aUowed to interfere 
in matters of government; — that receivers-general should give 
security ; — that accounts should be examined by the Assembly's 
auditors ;—and that the Executive and Legislative Councils should 
be enlarged and made more independent by the addition of mem
bers representing different classes and interests, and not holding 
government offices. These recommendations apphed to both 
Upper and Lower Canada; and in regard to the latter province, 
it was particularly urged that the French Canadian majority should 
have a fair representation. The unpopular Dalhousie was recalled. 
The new governor-general. Sir James Kempt, recognized Papineau 
as speaker of the Assembly; and once more the excitement died 
away. 

The management of Great Britain's colonial affairs was in the 
hands of the Colonial Office, presided over by the colonial secre
tary. From the fact that the colonial secretary had his official 
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headquarters in Downing Street, the name of that old London 
street came to be accepted in the colonies as synonymous with 

the Colonial Office. AU through the struggles whose 
street sym- course we are now observing, the Colonial Office was 
with the somewhat inchned to favour the popular party in 

e ormers. Q^,^^^^^ which called itself the Reform party. This 
was due to the fact that, whether British Whig or British Tory ruled 
at Westminster and filled the great office of colonial secretary, the 
under-secretary was a permanent official. This under-secretary, 
for a long term of years, was Mr. Stephens, who combined a vast 
knowledge of colonial affairs with very broad views on the subject 
of colonial self-government. His attitude was much resented by 
the official party in Canada, — or, as their opponents caUed them, 
the Family Compact Tories. 

The Colonial Office sought to carry out the recommendations 
of the Canada Committee; and Sir James Kempt at once insti
tuted a number of important reforms in Lower Canada. He also 
called prominent French Canadians to seats in the Executive. 
But, acting on his instructions from Downing Street, he reserved 
to the Crown the control of the Casual and Territorial Revenues. 
Over this reservation the strife soon broke out afresh, for the 
demands of the Assembly grew with each success. By 1830, when 
Kempt was succeeded by Lord Aylmer, the Assembly was once 
more as clamorous as ever. Lord Aylmer strove to concihate 
them, but they would accept nothing less than the fuU surrender 
of the disputed revenue ; and this the Crown would not yield. 
The Assembly further began to demand that the Legislative Council 
should be made elective. And now, seeing that the French were 
aiming to get full control of aU departments of the government, 
most of the British members of the Assembly, alarmed for the 
safety of their institutions, went over to the official party. Dur
ing the next three years the fires of party hate waxed hotter and 
hotter. The Assembly refused to vote supplies. The Casual and 
Territorial Revenue was insufficient for the expenses of the Civil 
List; and the salaries of officials were left unpaid. Practical 
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legislation ceased; and the Assembly, having fallen a prey to 
fanaticism and the eloquence of an ambitious visionary, spent 
its time in passing votes of censure on the government. 

There can be no doubt that Papineau was now being carried 
off" his feet by the adoring ffattery of his countrymen. In inffam-
ing their hearts he inffamed himself; and he began to papineau 
dream of a French Canadian republic, to the head s^°^srash. 
of which he himself would, of course, be raised by an enthusi
astic and grateful people. He was doubtless in love with the 
example of George Washington, but the great American's sagacity 
was something which Papineau, for aff his genius, could by no 
means emulate. He forgot his ancient professions of loyalty, his 
eloquent admiration for British institutions. He so far forgot his 
obligations as a constitutional legislator under oath, that he spoke 
open treason from the chair of the House. He denounced mon
archy, thundered in praise of republicanism, reviled the British 
as tyrannous usurpers, and held up the United States as an exam
ple for his countrymen to follow. It was not strange that the 
British should retort with the epithets " r ebe l " and "traitor," — 
which Papineau, blinded by vanity and ambition, was soon to make 
only too apt. 

At length the Assembly drew up a statement of its grievances, 
in what are known to history as the Ninety-four Resolutions. 
These famous resolutions were passed in the House „^ „. ^ 

^ The Ninety-
with most violent harangues, and then forwarded to fo"'̂  Resoiu-

° tious of 
England as an address to King and Parhament. They ^o^ej 

03.113.0. A. 

spoke for the French Canadians only. They reiter
ated every charge of tyranny, fraud, and corruption against the 
official party in the province; demanded absolute control of ah 
the lands and revenues, and a surrender of all authority to the 
PVench Canadian population. These demands were coupled with 
an implied threat of rebellion in case of refusal. In reply the 
British party in Lower Canada passed another address to the 
throne, stating their side of the story. The home government, 
quietly ignoring Papineau's threats, adopted a pohcy of conciha-
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tion. Lord Gosford was sent to Canada as governor-general, 
and as chairman of a Commission of Inquiry (1835). While 
this commission was at work, the popular excitement went on 
growing, fed by the knowledge that Lord Gosford's instructions 
positively forbade him to grant an elective Upper House or an 
Executive responsible to the people. The train was now well laid 
for an explosion, and the spark to light it was near at hand. 
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79. Political Strife in Upper Canada. — In Upper Canada, 
meanwhile, there had been almost ceaseless wrangling, kindred to 
that in the French province, though somewhat less The excuses 
bitter. All power was in the hands of the strictest plct't̂ or̂ their 
form of Family Compact. This small ohgarchy con- toward^ 
troffed not only all the government offices, but the P^^P^*-

real estate and nearly all the business of the province. By 
the amount of patronage at their disposal they were able to 
get their followers elected to the Assembly, and so, for a long 
time, to keep that troublesome body subservient. They kept the 
press muzzled, they repelled petitions or statements of popular 
grievances, they frowned down public political meetings, they dis
couraged the education of the lower classes, — and aU because 
they had before their eyes the dread of '76. The tendency of 
these things, they said, was toward republicanism. Their fixed 
purpose was to keep the republican spirit out of this province 
which had grown from loyalist seed. Doubtless selfishness and 
arrogance, in many cases, had much to do with their attitude. 
But there was a good deal to urge in excuse. In the first place, 
the world was at that time only beginning to acknowledge the 
claims of popular liberty, and the views held by the Canadian 
oligarchy were but little behind the age. In the next place, the 
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official party was made up of loyalists or the sons of loyalists. 
Having suffered and bled for the Crown, they were rigid to up
hold the prerogatives of the Crown; and not unnaturally they 
thought that they themselves were best entitied to exercise the 
prerogatives of the Crown, as well as to reap the rich rewards of 
that exercise. Their strongest excuse, however, was to be found 
in the fact that the liberal land grants of Upper Canada had 
attracted a large number of American immigrants into the prov
ince. These immigrants had brought with them republican prin
ciples, a fondness for noisy agitation, and an active sentiment for 
union with the States. They had formed the chief danger of 
Canada during the fiery trial of 1812-1814; and after the war 
was over they came in growing numbers. To the men whose 
devotion, whose treasure, and whose blood had saved Canada, that 
kind of government seemed the right kind which best kept the 
disloyal and the alien out of power. They must not be blamed 
too severely if they imagined that they alone were capable of 
governing their country aright. 

Little by little dissatisfaction gathered strength. Men remem
bered that they were British subjects. They saw their fellow-sub
jects in Great Britain enjoying free responsible government. And 
soon they began to assail the outworks of the official party. Some 
of the men who thus put themselves forward as champions of equal 
rights and representative government, were themselves of loyahst 
The Clergy Stock, and in no way inferior to the Compact in intellect 
Reserves. ^.^^ culture. They formed the sohd core of the Reform
ers, and strove to hold in check the more ffighty and fanatical ad
herents of the party. Among the grievances which early began to 
vex the people was that of the Clergy Reserves. In both provinces 
vast tracts of land had been set apart for the support, as the Act 
said, of " the Protestant religion in Canada." To Lower Canada 
this was distasteful, being taken as an unjust discrimination against 
the Roman Catholic Church ; but other questions overshadowed it. 
In Upper Canada the complaint it raised was a very different one. 
In the first place, it was considered excessive, amounting as it did 
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in that province to two and a half millions of acres. In the second 
place, the management of the lands was in the hands of the 
Family Compact, who chose to interpret the words " Protestant 
rehgion " as referring solely to the Church of England, with some 
possible exception in favour of the Church of Scotland. This 
interpretation excited the reasonable anger of Methodists and 
Baptists. In the third place, the Reserves did not lie in one block, 
but were made up of every seventh lot in the surveyed townships. 
These lots remained unimproved while the land about them was 
cleared and tilled. The people objected to such wild spaces in 
the midst of their cultivated settiements. The differences thus 
arising were not settled till toward the close of the whole con
stitutional struggle ; and as late as 1836 the control of the Clergy 
Reserves enabled the CouncU to make an established church in 
Upper Canada, by the endowment of forty-four rectories. 

The strife between Reformer and Official was begun by one 
Robert Gourlay, a lively and erratic Scotchman who came to 
Canada in 1817 and began work as a land-agent. The state of 
affairs in Upper Canada at once aroused his wrath. To every 
township he sent a hst of thirty-one questions, which 

^ ^ ^ ' The case of 
went deep into local abuses. The sting was in the Robert Gour-
last question, which inquired — " What, in your opin
ion, retards the improvement of your township in particular, or 
the province in general, and what would most contribute to the 
same?" The questions brought public dissatisfaction to a crisis. 
Meetings were held to discuss them, and Gourlay's advice to the 
people was that they should complain to the Colonial Office. The 
Family Compact took alarm. They passed an act in the Legis
lature which strikes us now as tyrannous beyond behef, — an act 
forbidding aU conventions. It is hard to realize that only three-
quarters of a century ago such an act could be passed in Canada, 
and Canadians endure it. Then the Compact determined to expel 
this troublesome Gourlay for his unpleasant habit of asking ques
tions. He was arrested, triec^ for libel at Kingston, and acquitted. 
He was arrested again and tried at Brockville, with the same result. 
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He was arrested yet again, this time on a charge of sedition, throwrt 
into prison, and, in defiance of every principle of British justice, 
kept there seven months without trial. At length (1819) he was 
tried, and this time in Niagara, where the people were all sup
porters of the Compact. The unhappy Scotchman, broken down 
in mind and body by his unjust imprisonment, was brought before 
a partial judge and a prejudiced jury. The trial was a mockery of 
justice, and Gourlay, declared guilty of sedition, was driven out of 
Upper Canada. But his fate opened men's eyes; and from that 
day the power of the Compact was doomed. The agitation for 
Reform never afterwards ceased tiff the fulness of its triumph in 
complete Responsible Government. 

Among the leaders of the official party the two strongest per
sonalities were those of a Loyalist lawyer and a Scotch 

Two leaders , , V> 1 • 

of the Com- Episcopahan divine. John Beverley Robinson, made 
attorney-general of the province at the age of twenty-

one, and afterwards chief justice and a baronet, was a typical Tory 
of the best type. He was fearless, whether before the guns of a 
hostile army or the clamours of an angry mob. He was capable, 
unyielding, dogmatic, arrogant, honest, and convinced of the divine 
right of the Compact to rule the province. Doctor John Strachan, 
afterwards first Bishop of Toronto, was made a member of the 
Executive Council in 1815, when he was rector of York. He was 
not only an uncompromising member of the Compact, hating 
democratic principles as the worst form of heresy, but he was also 
a subtle and skilled pohtician. His was the guiding inteUect of the 
official party. His hand made the moves which so often seemed 
to checkmate the Reformers. 

So much slower was the growth of the popular party in Upper 
William Lyon than in Lower Canada, that it was not till 1824 that 

ackenzie. ^^ Assembly showed a reform majority and came 
into conffict with the governor and Council. In this year William 
Lyon Mackenzie, a fiery young Scotchman who had come to 
Canada four years before, started a paper caUed the Colonial 
Advocate in the interests of the reform movement. The new 
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journal pubhshed scathing criticisms of the Compact, and threw 
a dangerous light upon certain grave abuses. The hostility of 
the governor and both CouncUs was at once turned upon the dar
ing journalist. The Colonial Advocate proved unprofitable, and 
before it was two years old Mackenzie was in trouble. But just 
at this juncture the folly of the officials gave it a new lease of life 
(1826). A gang of young men, sons of the Compact, broke into 
Mackenzie's office, destroyed the presses, and emptied the types 
into the lake. The rowdies, however, were speedily brought to 
trial, and condemned to pay Mackenzie about three thousand 
dollars damages, — a sum which greatly eased the needy editor. 

Other things happened to stir up the people's indignation. 
Members of the opposition in the Assembly were spied upon and 
persecuted. A British half-pay officer. Captain Matthews, for 
having, in an after-dinner mood, called upon some stroUing Ameri
can players to give two or three American national Arbitrary 
airs, was reported to the home government for dis- lovemor'and 
loyalty, and lost his pension. A certain Judge Willis, Executive, 
sent out from England, incurred the wrath of the Compact by his 
strictures upon their modes of administering justice, and was re
moved from his position. Then a grasping inn-keeper named 
Forsyth, at Niagara Falls, built a high fence along the front of 
his place, to shut out the view and force visitors to pass through 
his grounds if they wished to see the great cataract. Governor 
Maitland ordered him to take away the obstraction, but Forsyth 
refused. Thus far, Forsyth was in the wrong. But the arbitrary 
governor made haste to put himself in the wrong, — and at once 
the avaricious Boniface appeared a victim of Tory persecution. A 
squad of soldiers appeared, tore down the fence, destroyed a house 
of Forsyth's which stood on his own land, and threw the wreck 
into the Falls. The .Assembly undertook to investigate the outrage. 
Certain government officials were summoned before the House to 
give evidence ; but on Maitland's rash advice they refused to obey 
the summons. The Assembly had them arrested and put in 
prison; whereupon the governor dissolved the House. This led 
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to such a Storm of anger that Maitland was promptly recalled by 
the Colonial Office (1828). He was succeeded by Sfr John Col
borne. But the change brought no more temperate counsels, no 
cessation of the conffict. Editors of reform journals fiercely 
criticised the officials, and were answered by fines and imprison
ment. Sohcitor-General Boulton, one of the leading members of 
the Compact, refused to give evidence when summoned to do so 
by a committee of the House. For this flagrant disobedience he 
was called before the bar of the House, and sternly reprimanded 
by the speaker, Mr. Marshall BidweU. 

But now the party of the Reformers began to spht into two 
sections. Men of dignity, sagacity, and loyalty, like Speaker 

Bidwell, Robert Baldwin, and the great Methodist 
A split in the ' 1 

Reform Loyalist, Egerton Ryerson, would not tolerate the ex
tremes and violence of the Mackenzie faction. This 

split, in 1830, enabled the Compact to gain a majority in the 
Assembly. The occasion was seized to pass what was known as 
the " Everlasting Salaries Biff." This made a permanent grant 
for the salaries of judges and officials, thus rendering them still 
further independent of the Assembly. The bill was attacked 
with great force by Mackenzie, who had been elected member for 
York; and the angry majority, since they could not beat him in 
argument, expelled him. Again and again he was returned by 
his enthusiastic constituents, only to be as promptly turned out 
for disagreeing with the. majority. He then went to England to 
lay his complaints before the Throne; and the colonial secretary 
declared his expulsion illegal. Still the Assembly, blindly obsti
nate, and scorning even the authority for which the Compact pro
fessed such veneration, refused to admit him. He became then 
a sort of popular idol, almost as frantically adored by certain 
classes as Papineau in the sister province; and in 1834, when 
York was incorporated and took again its old-time name of 
Toronto, he was elected first mayor of the city. In this year 
the breach between the moderate Reformers and the extremists 
grew wider. The cause of this was a letter received by Mackenzie 
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from Hume, the Enghsh radical, in which he said that the course 
of events in Canada must " terminate in independence and free
dom from the baneful domination of the mother country." .As 
these sentiments were not repudiated by Mackenzie, Mackenzie 
was angrily repudiated by Ryerson and other loyal Reformers. 
In spite of this split, however, the Compact was beaten in the 
next election, and the Reformers had a majority in the new House. 
Bidwell was once more made speaker, and Mackenzie was made 
chairman of a "Special Committee on Grievances" (1835). The 
report of this committee opened the eyes of the Colonial Office 
to the state of affairs in the province, and Sir John Colborne was 
recalled. His last act was a deliberate defiance of the people. 
He established and endowed, from the Clergy Reserves, the forty-
four rectories already referred to. The number was intended to 
be fifty-six, but before all the patents were mide out the matter 
came to the ears of the Assembly, and the speaker put a stop to 
it at that point. 

The Colonial Office was now sincerely bent upon hmiting the 
tyranny of the Compact, securing the rights of the people, and 
concihating the Reformers, as far as aU these things The colonial 
could be done without weakening the authority of ?*'ile-^^°"'̂ ^ 
the Crown. The point on which the home gov- ^"""ers. 
ernment was most unwilhng to yield was that of making the 
Executive responsible to the people. It was stiU held in England 
that colonists were dependents, and therefore in a sense inferior 
to the British voter at home. The British Executive was, of 
course, responsible to the British people; but to give colonial 
voters a like control of their own Executive, would, it was thought, 
do away with a righteous distinction between colonists and fuU 
citizens. It was further held that with complete self-govern
ment the colonists would grow too independent, and by-and-by 
throw off their allegiance after the example of their southern kin. 
The home government was hampered, therefore. Its good-wiU 
toward the colonies was sincere; but it did not yet understand 
the situation. Upper Canada now needed a governor of 
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special tact and prudence, who would be able to exact concessions 
from both the opposing parties. Instead of such a one. Downing 
Street sent out the self-confident and blundering Sir Francis 
Bond Head. 

The new governor at once caUed three prominent Reformers 
to the Executive. At the same time, however, he assured them 
Sir Francis that they were in no way responsible to the people, but 
Bond Head. ^^ j^j^^ ̂ ĵ jy . ^.^^ ^^at he did not consider it neces
sary to ask their advice except when he should chance to feel that 
he needed it. Upon receiving this statement of extreme absolu
tism the three Reformers resigned their seats, — and the indignant 
Sir Francis at once aUied himself with the Compact. A new Coun
cil was formed, exclusively Tory. The Assembly passed an address 
censuring Sir Francis; and for the first time in Upper Canada 
happened that which in Lower Canada had become quite the 
custom, — the Assembly refused to vote supplies. The Reformers 
of the two provinces, meanwhile, had been drawing together for 
sympathy, and now from Papineau came a letter to Speaker 
Bidwell, urging that the Reformers of all the British North 
American provinces should join in the fight for self-government. 
Sir Francis cried out that this was republicanism, and forthwith 
dissolved the House. A new election was held, the governor him
self taking the stump and haranguing as a violent partisan. He 
declared that the fight was for monarchy and British connection 
— and this cry, falling on loyahst ears, carried the day. Men 
who hated the tyranny of the Compact bitterly enough were never
theless willing to endure it rather than side with disloyalty and 
treason. The new House showed a majority in support of the 
Compact; and Mackenzie, Bidwell, Rolph, and other leading 
Reformers were left out. Enraged at this, and puff"ed up by the 
ffattery of his followers, the excitable Mackenzie stretched out both 
hands to Papineau and planned open rebellion. 

80. The Struggle in Nova Scotia. — In Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick the struggle for representative institutions went on more 
temperately, and came to a chmax more graduaUy, than in the 



DEPRESSION IN NOVA SCOTIA. 277 

Upper Provinces. The questions at issue between Official and 
Reformer were more simple. They were not complicated by 
questions of race, and the line of division between the Depression in 
diff"erent classes of society was not drawn with such NovaScotia. 
arrogance. In Nova Scotia the close of the war brought a depart
ure of ships, a diminution of troops, and therefore a speedy col
lapse of trade. This was felt most of all in Halifax. The chief 
naval station was removed from Halifax to Bermuda. The popu
lation shrank, and hundreds of workmen were fed by the Poor 
Man's Society. For five years the people were fully occupied and 
patriotically united in the effort to improve their province. Men's 
thoughts were kept away from politics. What rather interested 
the people were such things as letters in the newspapers on the 
state of provincial agriculture; and a series of such letters by an 
anonymous "Agricola " led to the establishment of an Agricultural 
Society, with Lord Dalhousie as president and the public-spirited 
unknown^ as secretary. Education, too, was a question of gen
eral interest. A system of parish schools was begun; and in 1821 
Dalhousie College was founded, chieffy with the moneys of the 
Castine Fund already referred to. Lord Dalhousie, doomed later 
to win himself such an iff renown in Lower Canada, was fairly 
popular in Nova Scotia. The first symptoms of the approaching 
struggle made themselves felt, however, during his administration. 
The Assembly advanced certain charges against the collector of 
customs, who was a member of the Executive Council. At such 
presumption Lord Dalhousie grew righteously indignant. 

In spite of the fact that the Family Compact in Nova Scotia 
formed an irresponsible oligarchy, holding all offices, powers, and 
privffeges in their grasp, the people were slow to move strong posi-
against their rulers. The officials, indeed, were strongly compac?fn 
entrenched. The Executive Council and the Legis- ^o^a Scotia, 
lative Council formed one body; and they sat with closed doors. 

1" Agricola" revealed himself as a Scotchman named John Young. He en
tered the Assembly, and became prominent in the politics of Nova Scotia. 
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careless of pubhc opinion, careless of the Assembly itself 
Grievances there were; but the governor, Sir James Kempt 
(1820-1828), was devoted to the development of the province. 
He improved the roads. He opened up communications. In 
1827, under his auspices, the Shubenacadie Canal was begun, 
to connect Hahfax harbour with the head waters of the Bay of 
Fundy,—a work which was expected to develop the internal 
growth of the province, as weU as feed the commerce of Hahfax. 
The people needed some burning question, or else a powerful 
leader, to make them attack the strong supremacy of the Compact. 

In 1830 came up a question of taxation, and it seemed as if 
the fight was fairly begun. The Assembly had some years before 

put a duty of one shilhng and fourpence per gallon 
Dispute over ^ ^ f , , , . ^ ^ , , , 
the brandy on brandy; and now they discovered that the duty 

actually collected was only one shilling per gallon. 
They protested, and called for the exaction of the fuU tax. The 
Council refused to agree, so high a tax being unpopular with their 
friends, who seem to have been the chief consumers of the article 
in question. As neither body would yield, there were no collec
tions for a year; — and the province lost nearly ;^25,ooo, while 
Halifax enjoyed the blessing of cheap brandy. Then came a 
general election, bringing in a new Assembly which proved even 
more unyielding than its predecessor; and at last the Council 
with much grumbling agreed to the tax. 

Trouble next arose on the management of affairs in Halifax, 
which, not being incorporated, was governed by magistrates in 
Howe's libel the interest of the Compact. There were crying 
'̂ ^̂ ®' abuses, corrupt mismanagement, and neglect of the 
public needs. And now came forward as champion of the popu
lar cause one of the most iUustrious of the sons of Nova Scotia. 
Joseph Howe, born of loyahst parents, near Halifax, in 1804, 
was at this time editor of a Hahfax newspaper called the Nova-
scotian. In the columns of his journal (1835) an anonymous 
correspondent denounced the magistrates, and charged them 
with defrauding the city to the amount of ^^4000 a year. The 
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immediate result of this bold step was that Howe found himself 
attacked with the favourite weapon of the Compact, namely, an 
action for criminal libel. Confident in his eloquence and in his 
case, Howe made his own defence, and spoke before the jury for 
six hours. His prosecutor was one of the most eloquent of his 
fellow-countrymen, the Hon. S. G. W. Archibald, then attorney-
general of the province. But in spite of the fact that the judge 
charged flatly against him, Howe was acquitted ; and the enthusi
astic citizens kept holiday in honour of his triumph. 

Howe became the popular idol, as Papineau was in Lower 
Canada, as Mackenzie was with a noisy section in Upper Canada. 
But the contrast was great between Howe and these other tribunes 
of the people. The Nova Scotian reformer, whffe impetuous, 
fearless, and uncompromising, was unimpeachably loyal. He 
wanted nothing but what was to be got by constitutional means. 
" Red fool fury " was hateful to him, and ridiculous. Though his 
eloquence and his magnetism could sway an audience as the wind 
sways a field of wheat, he had a fund of humour that held him 
worlds apart from the vainglorious rashness of Mackenzie and 
Papineau. He did not think that, because the people cheered 
him, he could therefore defy the old hon of England and set up 
a httle republic between Cape Sable and Cape North. He led 
the people, but he was not misled by them. 

When Howe was elected to the Assembly, he set his hand at 
once to reform. He had able assistants in Young, Huntington, 
and Lawrence O'Connor Doyle. His first step was „ 

•' ^ Howe's 
an attack on the Council for sitting with closed doors. Twelve Reso-

° lutions. 

as if its business were a private affair. This vote of 
censure from the Assembly was scornfully ignored by the CouncU; 
whereupon the Assembly passed a series of Twelve Resolutions, 
condemning both the constitution and procedure of the Council, 
and accusing that body of setting its own interests before the 
public good. This caffed forth an uproar, which Howe quieted 
by shrewdly rescinding the resolutions, saying that they had done 
their work in opening the eyes of the pubhc. The gist of them. 
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however, was embodied in a petition to the Throne, praying for 
redress of grievances. The result was a victory, but by no 
means a complete one. The accession of Queen "Victoria (1837) 
brought on general elections everywhere, and with the gathering 
of the new Assembly at Hahfax came new instructions to the 
governor from Westminster. The doors of the council room 
were opened to the public, the Legislative and Executive councils 
were separated, the chief justice and the bishop were forbidden 
to sit in either council, the control of the revenues (except the 
Casual and Territorial) was put in the hands of the Assembly, 
and the Executive was made to include members of both Houses. 
But these concessions were in great part made useless by the 
manner in which they were carried out. The governor of Nova 
Scotia at this time was the veteran general Sir Colin Campbell, 
respected for his sincerity by friend and foe alike, but obstinately 
opposed to any growth of popular power. He appointed, indeed, 
members of the Assembly to seats in the Executive Council; but 
the members so appointed were all adherents of the Compact. 
The Assembly, now controUing the customs revenues, refused to 
make permanent provision for the Civil List, preferring to pass an 
appropriation bill each year, and declaring that the salaries then 
paid were much too high for a province in such needy circum
stances. Delegations were sent to London by both parties, to 
carry their quarrel and argue their case before the home govern
ment. But this time the Reformers gained little. Their urgent 
demand for an elective upper house, and for an executive 
responsible to the people, was not heard kindly in Downing 
Street. And for a time such principles became unpopular in 
Nova Scotia itself. The insane rebellions in Upper and Lower 
Canada, though sternly discountenanced by Howe and his fol
lowers, were used by the Official party as an excuse for taunting 
the Reformers with repubhcanism and treason. They caffed 
forth, however, a vigorous loyalty aff through the Maritime 
Provinces, a loyalty in which Reformer and Official strove to 
outdo each other; and then came a luff in the noise of party 
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Strife. Ten years more of agitation and dispute were yet to be 
endured before the final triumph of Responsible Government. 

81. Political Strife, and Other Matters in New Brunswick.— 
In New Brunswick, as we have already seen, the quarrel between 
Assembly and Executive began early. We noted, at sir Howard 
the close of the preceding century, the preliminary Ne'S^B^s-
struggle for control of the revenues, and the conse- '̂'̂ '̂ • 
quent dead-lock. The same straggle, persistent rather than fierce, 
was renewed from time to t ime; till in 1818 the governor, Mr. 
Tracey Smythe, indignantly dissolved the House. The record of 
quarrels and reconciliations in all the restless provinces grows 
most wearisome to teU or to consider. On the coming of Sir 
Howard Douglas as governor (1824) a more amiable spirit pre
vailed. Both parties united with the patriotic governor in efforts 
for the advancement of the province. The population was now 
something less than seventy-five thousand. It was so completely 
dependent upon the lumber interest and ship-building that agricul
ture was sadly behindhand. The governor, seeing that the lumber-
trade was bound sooner or later to decay, sought to turn the 
attention of the people toward the sounder occupation of farming. 
To open up the province he ran new roads and strove for the im
provement of old ones. This was, in those days, a prime duty 
of colonial governors. Education, too, came in for his dffigent 
care, and through his efforts was presently founded at Frederic
ton a coUege caUed, like the simUar establishment in Nova Scotia, 
King's College, later to become the University of New Brunswick. 

In the year after Sir Howard's coming the province was visited 
by a disaster whose effects may even yet be traced in the vast 
charred tracts of the interior. This calamity was the The Mirami-
great Miramichi fire. The summer of 1825 had ^^^^''^ 
been one of heat and drought over the northern half of the conti
nent. For months there was no rain. All through September 
the inhabitants of the New Brunswick towns and vihages were 
kept uneasy by the threat of forest fires. The air about Frederic
ton was thick with smoke. At the close of the month a blaze 
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ran in through the fir thickets to the very outskirts of the town, 
and Government House was burned. In October the fire broke 
out in the vast forest region about the upper waters of the Nash
waak. The woods were like so much tinder. Huried forward by 
a great wind, the hurricane of flame swept out the whole heart of 
the province, from the waters of the Miriamichi to the shores of 
Bay Chaleur. The heaviest suff"erers were the inhabitants of New-
castie and Douglastown, on the northern bank of the Miramichi. 
All through the day of that memorable October 7th, the townsfolk 
had been weighed down by the sultry, poisoned air, and by a 
dread of coming woe. The cattle, warned by a like instinct, 
huddled together in frightened groups; and wild animals, tamed 
by fear, crept out of the woods to seek refuge in the clearings. 
About sundown came the first huge breaths of a burning wind, 
and through the sudden darkness could be seen the red ffashings 
and creepings of the fire along the western sky. Soon the wind 
grew to a wild gale, and up from the horizon's edge the fiames 
leaped ominously. Then came an appalling roar, that bowed 
men's souls with terror; the sky rained hot cinders and ffaming 
branches; and the heavens grew suddenly one sheet of flame. 
Through the horror men rushed madly to seek shelter in the 
streams, carrying their sick and helpless with them. Some 
pushed out in boats or scows, on rafts or single logs, into the 
wide and wind-lashed current of the Miramichi. Others crouched 
down in the water along shore, where they were crowded and 
trampled by the throng of frantic animals — wolves, bears, deer, 
horses, cattle, all in strange and shuddering confusion. Ships 
were burned at their moorings before they could get clear. All 
the houses of the Miramichi settlements were wiped out of exist
ence in an hour, — Newcastle, at that time, being a prosperous 
little town of several hundred buildings. In the Miramichi region 
alone there died that night one hundred and sixty persons, some 
slain by the fire, some drowned by the waves in which they had 
sought shelter. But scattered over the interior were lonely pio
neer families, sohtary lumbermen, for many of whom there was 
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no possible refuge from this ocean of flame that raged over nearly 
six thousand square miles. Those who escaped only did so by 
wallowing in the lakes and wider streams. The heat was so terrific 
that in shallow waters the fish were struck dead by thousands, 
and afterwards, washed up along the shores, infected the air. 
The intense flame in places licked all vegetable matter out of the 
soil, so that to this day there are wide tracts in the burnt region 
where nothing grows but stunted shrubbery. The loss to the 
province was estimated at about ^^228,000 in goods and prop
erty, and in standing timber at something like ^500,000. The 
total number of buildings burnt at Miramichi was five hundred 
and ninety-five; of cattle and horses eight hundred and seventy-
five. Subscriptions for the sufferers were taken up in all the 
provinces, as well as in Great Britain and the United States; and 
nearly ;^40,ooo were collected. At the same time that this great 
ruin was faffing on the eastern part of the province, a fire broke 
out also in Fredericton, burning eighty-nine buildings; whffe 
another at Oromocto village destroyed twenty buildings. 

Soon after this calamity the old quarrel between Maine and 
New Brunswick about the boundaries once more grew threat
ening. But for the time the danger was averted, Q^^SX Britain 
It wiU be referred to more fuUy at a later point in the Repeal the" 
narrative, when the whole question of the Disputed ^^l^ic °° 
Territory comes up for settlement. The effect of timber, 
suffering and peril was to draw classes more closely together and 
quiet the bitterness of party strife. In 1830 the province re
ceived a rude blow. The British West India trade was made 
free to the world, and American competition cut down the 
profits of New Brunswick's fish and lumber. The stroke was 
felt in Nova Scotia as well as in New Brunswick. Then came 
news which caused a panic, and almost stirred the very loyalists 
to rebeUion. Great Britain proposed to repeal the duties on 
Baltic timber. As the duties then stood, the lumber of the colo
nies was protected in the Enghsh market by a heavy duty on the 
product of foreign forests. The withdrawal of this protection 
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meant ruin to the trade on which New Brunswick had pinned all 
her faith. Angry and piteous were the petitions that went across 
to the home government. Fortunately Sir Howard Douglas, in 
so many ways the good genius of the province, was in England at 
the time reporting on the quarrel with Maine. He issued a strong 
address against the repeal of the duty, which carried such weight 
that the biU was kiUed in Parhament. In grateful enthusiasm 
New Brunswick presented Sir Howard with a service of plate;, 
but the governor did not return to the post he had so adorned. 
In championing his province as he did he had brought a reverse 
upon the government which had appointed him, and he therefore 
felt bound to resign. His successor was General Sir Archibald 
CampbeU, a stiff-necked old soldier, with high ideas of the royal, 
and his own, prerogative. It required no keen observer to guess 
that the political calm of the last few years was doomed to a speedy 
termination. 

In the Assembly now arose a leader who was destined to do for 
his party in New Brunswick what Howe was doing in Nova Scotia. 
X . ™., ^ Lemuel AUan Wilmot, a lawyer of loyalist stock and 
L. A. Wilmot. > J J 

commanding eloquence, became a figure almost as 
conspicuous as that of Howe, though he lacked the magnetic 
and robust humour of the Nova Scotian statesman. In parlia
mentary tactics and in debate he was a master. The Reform 
party in the House soon began pressing its demands. Its first 
success was the separation of the Executive from the Legislative 
Councff. This was done with the object of having members of 
the Lower as weU as the Upper House on the Council board; 
but the governor managed to make the concession vain by re
fusing to appoint any new members whatever to the Council, 
which thus remained in the hands of the Compact. The Re
formers then turned thefr attention to the Crown Land depart
ment, the mismanagement of which was one of their chief griev
ances. This department was managed by a chief commissioner, 
whose salary was extravagantiy large. He used his position to 
favour the rich lumbermen and other members of the Compact,, 
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and was indifferent to the censure of the Assembly. The revenues 
of his department were those Casual and Territorial Revenues of 
which we have heard so much. They were beyond the control 
of the Assembly, and were used to pay the expenses of the CivU 
List, thus making the public officials independent of the people 
whom they were supposed, by a polite fiction, to serve. The As
sembly asked for an account of the expenditure of this revenue; 
but Sir Archibald, who had smaU love for the Reformers and their 
doctrines, refiised to give it. 

The answer of the Assembly to this rebuff was the despatch 
of delegates to London, to pray that the control of the dis
puted revenue should be given to the people's rep
resentatives. These delegates were well received; with the 

Executive, 
but their mission failed. On this failure the Assembly 
grew only the more determined; while the abuses in the Crown 
Land department grew yearly the more shameless. Returning to 
the attack, the Assembly passed in 1836 a resolution caUing for 
a detailed statement of the sales of government lands for the 
preceding year. The obstinate governor, ignoring his orders 
from London, refiised to give the House any such statement. 
Mr. WUmot and Mr. Crane were sent to England with a new 
petition. To the King, the sagacious Wilham IV, and to his colo
nial secretary, the claim of the Assembly to control aff moneys 
seemed nothing more than reasonable. The petition was granted. 
The Assembly was allowed fuff charge of the disputed revenues; 
and was required in return to make permanent provision for the 
salaries of governor and officials. The appointing of members of 
the Assembly to seats on the Executive was recommended. And 
the governor and Council were ordered to submit detaffed ac
counts of the Crown Land department to the Assembly at every 
session. 

The victory was an overwhelming one for the Assembly; but 
the governor strove to prevent the carrying out of these conces
sions. He sent the Hon. George F. Street, one of the most 
inffuential members of the Official party, to London, to plead 
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against the change. Crane and Wilmot foiled Street's efforts. 
The implacable governor then resigned, rather than yield to the 
Sir John Reformers. He was succeeded by the hero of Stony 
pacTfl/sthe Creek, Sir John Harvey (1837). The CivU List BiU 
strife. ^^g passed; and peace, under the judicious rule of 
Sir John Harvey, descended upon the pohtics of New Brunswick. 
The grateful Assembly had a full-length portrait painted of the 
colonial secretary. Lord Glenelg, to hang over the speaker's 
chair. . The intention of Glenelg, in procuring the passage of the 
Civil List Bffl, was that its provisions should be extended to aU 
the provinces. He wished it to form the basis of a new consti
tution, which should bring harmony out of the prevaihng chaos. 
But Upper Canada jealously protested against having her constitu
tion thus cut and dried for her by the New Brunswick Assembly; 
and the plan was thrust aside. 

82. Affairs in Cape Breton, Prince Edward Island, and New
foundland. — The population of the little province of Cape Breton, 

meanwhile, was growing at a snail's pace. Till it 
Cape Breton. , ' . . . 

ceased to be a province, it never quite rose to the 
dignity of pdlitical problems. The region about Sydney, and 
the French district of Arichat, long continued to hold the bulk 
of the population. Government was carried on by a governor 
and council, and Sydney was in great part peopled by officials. 
There was no clamour, as in the other provinces, for free 
representative institutions. Far from it. But the numerous 
officials, having much leisure to dispose of, managed to get up 
among themselves almost as much disturbance as the other 
provinces could boast. Attention was very early directed to 
the rich coal mines of the province, which soon, in the form 
of " royalties," began to yield a revenue to the government. 
The " royalty " was a certain fixed tax on every ton or chaldron 
taken from the mines. But a novel kind of thievery flourished. 
Where the seams of jetty mineral broke out on the seaward cliffs, 
ships were wont to come in and without fee or license do their 
own coal-mining. 
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In 1807 the whole population of Cape Breton was httle more than 
five thousand souls. The revenue was swallowed up in paying the 
salaries of too-abundant officials. The War of 1812 produced but 
a mild ripple in the island. When its echoes had 

1 ,rr Ca.-f& Breton 
ceased, a difficulty arose over the coal-royalties. Cer- reunited to 

• 1 r \ 1 1 1 1 , Nova Scotia, 

tain lessees refused to pay them, on the ground that, by 
its original constitution, no duties could be levied in the province. 
This plea was upheld in the courts of law; and aU processes of 
government were brought to a standstiU. There was nothing to 
do but call an assembly, or reannex the island to Nova Scotia. 
General Ainslie, who had been governor since 1816, resigned his 
post in 1820. In departing he spoke very bitterly of the people. 
In view of the fact that ever since the foundation of the prov
ince it had been a hot-bed of rancour, the home government 
decided not to call an assembly. In the teeth of indignant 
protests from the people. Cape Breton in 1820 was reunited 
to Nova Scotia; and two representatives, R. J. Uniacke and 
Lawrence Kavanagh, were elected to the Nova Scotian As
sembly. But though the union was an accomphshed fact, the 
people strove against it. In 1823 a second petition was ad
dressed to London, praying for repeal of the union. This was 
peremptorily refused. Twenty years later the agitation was 
revived at Sydney, and resulted in a new petition to the home 
government. It was answered by Mr. Gladstone, then under
secretary of state, with a very decided refusal, which put an end 
to the question (1846). 

In the " Garden of the Gulf," after its change of name from 
St. John's to Prince Edward Island, no great political events took 
place. The immigration of Lord Selkirk's High- prtnce Ed-
landers, in 1803, has been already mentioned. Amid ^ ^ 
their fertile farms, their genial chmate, the people prospered 
quietly; and the isolating waters kept them apart from the stir 
and tumuh of the War of 1812. Nor did the strife of parties 
greatly vex the peaceful island. The great constitutional ques
tions between Assembly and Executive were fought out slowly 
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and somewhat mUdly in the legislative haUs of Chariottetown. 
One of the governors, Charies Douglas Smith, when in difficulties 
with the Assembly, took the simple plan of not caUing that body 
together, and so pursued in peace his arbitrary course. But suc
ceeding governors were less autocratic; and when the violent 
courses of Papineau and Mackenzie culminated in rebeUion, the 
militia of Prince Edward Island promptiy volunteered for service 
in repressing it. 

In 1822 a harsh and sudden attempt of Governor Smith to 
coUect the old arrears of the quit-rents caused much suffering and 
The land wide-spread indignation. The one evil, indeed, which 
question. jjj (.]̂ g gygg Qf ]̂̂ g islanders obscured all others, was 
the crying one of absentee proprietorship. This arose from the 
light way in which the lands of the island had been granted when 
it came into English hands. Most of the inhabitants held their 
farms as tenants of landlords who dwelt in England and knew 
nothing of circumstances in a young colony. After putting the 
best of their lives on improving a piece of wild land, these 
tenants were hable to be turned out for inability to pay arrears 
of rent. Many a man thus found his hfe's work wasted. The 
question was one that touched the people ceaselessly and 
deeply. But it was not to be settled till after three-quarters 
of a century of wranghng; and its fuU discussion belongs to a 
later chapter. 

To Newfoundland the wars which opened the century and 
shook the thrones of Europe proved an unparaUeled blessing. 
Great rog- ^^^ European rivals in the cod-fisheries were swept 
foundiand^" from off her seas by the ffeets of England, and for a 

time she ruled the fish-markets of the world. The 
progress of the island advanced by mighty strides. Population 
ffowed in, in spite of the old restrictions on settiement. In the 
years when the loyalists were ffocking into Canada ( i 783-1785), 
the population of Newfoundland was about ten thousand. In the 
year 1800 the Royal Newfoundland regiment, stationed at St. 
John's, conspired to mutiny, plunder the town, and escape to the 
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United States. The plot was discovered by Bishop O'Donnell, 
and crashed out wfth a firm hand. The regiment was sent to 
another station. In the year which saw the close of our War of 
Defence (1814) came seven thousand immigrants to the Ancient 
Colony, whose population now reached the very respectable figure 
of seventy thousand. These settiers were gathered most thickly 
on the peninsula of Avalon, about the secure harbours which mark 
that deeply indented coast on either side from St. John's. But 
all the inhabitants were seafarers, dweUing within reach of the 
salt spray and rich harvests of the tide. Far more exclusively 
than New Brunswick devoted herself to lumber, Newfoundland 
devoted herself to fish. Farming was aff but unknown. In 1816, 
when the wars had ceased in Europe and America, and New
foundland could not longer monopolize the fisheries, the pros
perity of the island all at once coUapsed, and sudden rain feU. 
Then, and in the year following, St. John's was aff but wiped 
out in three great conffagrations; and the island became a scene 
of misery. But soon the price of fish went up, and prosperity 
came again. 

The merchants of St. John's, making great fortunes out of the 
fisheries, and desirous of keeping all the people in a state of 
dependence, diligently reported that there were no 

A Kcpr6scn.t— 
farm lands in the province. Neither climate nor soU, ative Assem-

bly granted 

they said, was fit for husbandry. But in spite of them to Newfound-
population went on growing, though all political life in 
this population was so successfuffy choked down that not tiff 1832 
did the island receive the first rudiments of representative govern
ment, in the form of a popular Assembly. The agitation for this 
benefit was begun in 1821, but was successfully opposed for eleven 
years by the merchants of St. John's, whose great object was not 
only to prevent increase of population but to procure the removal 
of the inhabitants already occupjdng the island. Their one con
sideration was their pockets; but for long they were able to blind 
the home government to the selfish greed of their policy. When 
the colony did at length arrive at the dignity of a Legislature, 
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strife between Executive and Assembly soon began. But it had 
not the clear and consistent form which it took in the Canadas,. 
Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick. Nor were the people of New
foundland destined to win a full measure of Responsible Gov
ernment tiU long after this goal had been reached by the sister 
provinces. 



CHAPTER XX. 

SECTIONS: — 83, THE REBELLION IN LOWER CANADA. 84, THE 

REBELLION IN UPPER CANADA. 85, LORD DURHAM AND HIS 

REPORT. 86, THE CANADAS UNITED. 87, RESPONSIBLE GOV

ERNMENT GAINED IN NEW BRUNSWICK AND NOVA SCOTIA. 

83. The Rebellion in Lower Canada. — And now we turn back 
to Lower Canada, which we left a caldron of popular discontent. 
The Royal Commission of Inquiry, which had been 

. 1 . . , 11 , . LordRus-

appointed to investigate the troubles, made its report soil's firm 
to the British Parliament in February of 1837. The 
report showed that the Reformers of Lower Canada had put 
themselves in a position which the most liberal of thefr friends 
were bound to condemn. Lord John Russell brought in a bill 
which dealt firmly with the whole matter. As the Assembly had 
for five years refiised to vote supplies, leaving the judges and 
other officials in distress. Lord Russell's biU authorized the gov
ernor-general to take _;i^i42,ooo out of the provincial treasury 
and pay aU the arrears of the Civff List. He was warned that 
this step would cause rebellion. He answered that justice should 
be done at whatever cost. The people had got all they asked for, 
except an elective Upper House and a responsible Executive. 
These were refiised to every other colony as weU. The refusal 
could hardly be held to justify rebellion. 

By the banks of the St. Lawrence, however. Lord Russell's biU 
made the cup of wrath run over. WUd meetings were held, and 
treason walked openly. Papineau moved in a blaze of enthusi
asm. Second only to him in seditious eminence was a man of 

291 
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perhaps equal abihty but less magnetism, a cultured physician 
of Enghsh birth. Doctor Wolfred Nelson, already referred to as 

Papineau's ally in the Assembly. Nelson exerted a wide 
Neison^ove inffuence, both by his character and by his eloquence, 
toward open He imagined that the strife between Reformers and 
rebellion. government was a duel between tyranny and free
dom ; and he threw aU his weight into the scale for Papineau. 
In the eariy summer Lord Gosford warned the people of the 
peril of their course, and forbade the holding of seditious meet
ings. His proclamation, posted in places of pubhc resort, was 
torn down with yells of derision and shouts of " Long live Papi
neau our Deliverer ! " The people organized themselves into soci
eties called the " Sons of Liberty." To cut off" the revenues, they 
vowed to use no articles that paid duty. When the Assembly met 
in August, the members were for the most part clad in homespun 
garments of the rudest fashion. The demands of this Assembly 
were for nothing less than the withdrawal of all imperial author
ity from the affairs of Lower Canada. The governor-general 
promptly dissolved the House. 

Papineau now threw all wisdom to the winds, and made frantic 
appeal to the judgment of the sword. His wiff was law with cer
tain young and excitable sections of the people. Faithful in her 

citizenship, the Church strove to stem the tide of 
The Church 
strives to foUy; but vain were the appeals of the best-loved 
check Papi- .' . . . , 

neau'smad- pnests, vam the threats, commands, and excommuni
cations of the loyal bishops. The British minority 

organized to defend the law and constitution. All the British 
troops in the province were gathered at Montreal, and the loyal 
Glengarry mihtia mustered to their aid. From Upper Canada, 
in spite of the fact that there, too, was rebellion gathering head, 
came aff the regulars of the province. The governor had taken 
the bold step of sending away his Enghsh troops, in order to 
show his confidence in the Upper Canadian mihtia. The mffitia, 
said he, were able and ready to defend their province against all 
rebels. 
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In October the British settlers of the rebelhous districts, aban
doning their farms and harvested crop to the rebels, fled into 
Montreal. The centre of disaff"ection was the country along the 
Richeheu. At St. Charles, on that stream, the habi- The rebellion 
tans massed in force, and a Liberty Column was '"'eaksout. 
raised in Papineau's honour. Around this column the rebel forces 
were enrolled, and arms and ammunition were distributed. Near 
by stood an old seigneurial mansion of stone, which was presently 
occupied and fortified by a strong detachment of rebels under 
one Stowell Brown, an American, who took to himself the title of 
" General." Not far off", at St. Denis, was another rebel post com
manded by Wolfred Nelson. The centre of Nelson's position was 
a large stone distillery, well barricaded and fitted for defence. 
The first collision, a mere scrimmage, took place in Montreal, 
early in November, when a meeting of the "Sons of Liberty" was 
attacked and broken up by a loyal club called the " Doric." 

Soon afterwards two expeditions were sent by the commander-
in-chief. Sir John Colborne, to seize the rebel leaders and scatter 
the insurgents at St. Denis and St. Charles. The movement 
against St. Denis was led by Colonel Gore, with one „^ 

° -' ' The murder 
field-piece and five hundred men. Colonel Wetherall, of Lieutenant 

^ Weir, 

with a stronger force, marched upon St. Charles. 
Before any general engagement took place, a smaff body of loyal 
cavalry coming up from St. John's, on the Richelieu, was attacked 
by the rebels. Then took place an act of barbarism which roused 
the fury of the troops. An intrepid young officer. Lieutenant 
Weir, carrying despatches from Colonel Gore, was captured by 
the rebels. He made a dash for liberty, but was shot down by 
his captors and hacked to pieces with their swords. This atrocity 
was sharply condemned by Nelson; but from the unhappy lieu
tenant's despatches the rebel leader learned of Gore's advance, 
and made ready to receive him. 

On the 23rd of November Colonel Gore attacked St. Denis. 
He marched sixteen miles through the darkness of a stormy night, 
over roads deep with mire, and at ten o'clock opened his assault. 
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But Nelson's position proved too strong for the force at Gore's 
command. The one gun of the besiegers made no impression 
Defeat of Gore on the stone waffs of the distillery, and the habitans, 
at St. Denis, though a mere handful in numbers, kept up a deadly 
fire. The attack was maintained for some hours; and then, carry
ing his dead and wounded with him, but leaving his one gun igno
miniously stuck in the mud. Gore led off" his men. At this success 
the rebels were highly elated. 

Two days later, however, their elation was quenched. Colonel 
Wetherall's march had been delayed by the miry roads and by 
broken bridges. On the 25th he brought his guns to bear on the 

rebel position at St. Charles. The pasteboard gen-
Wetherall's a <-• 
victory at eral, Brown, was no such leader as Wolfred Nelson. 

He ffed with discreet alacrity at the first rattle of 
the guns. The habitans, thus left leaderless, stood their ground 
bravely, tiff a hot charge drove them from their breastworks and 
scattered them in blind ffight. At a very early stage in the out
break Papineau, more warlike with his tongue than with his sword, 
had yielded to the advice of his disciples and prudently placed 
himself on the safe side of the American border. Thither the 
other leaders now made haste to follow him. At news of the 
defeat Nelson's force at St. Denis melted like a ffurry of April 
snow; and its disappointed leader, forced to follow the steps of 
his less valiant fellows in folly, was captured as he ffed. 

Troops were now arriving from New Brunswick, but there was 
small need of them. The back of the revolt was broken by the 
The chapel at victory at St. Charles. Only in the Two Mountains 
St. Eustache. district, north of Montreal, did disaff"ection still lift an 
armed front. Thither marched Sir John Colborne with a strong 
force of regulars and mihtia. The rebels were gathered at the 
vfflages of St. Eustache and St. Benoit. From the former position 
most of its defenders fled on Colborne's approach, but a resolute 
few under one Doctor Ch(5nier threw themselves into the stone 
church of the parish and made a mad but magnificent resistance. 
Not till the roof was blazing, the walls falling in, and most of their 
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comrades slain, did these deluded heroes seek escape. Neariy 
every man of them sought it in vain. From the embers of 
St. Eustache Colborne led his force to St. Benoit. The leaders 
of the rebels ffed before him, and the ill-armed mob, suddenly 
seeing its folly, begged and obtained peace. That night, however, 
a part of the viffage was burned down by angry British settlers, 
seeking to avenge the destruction of their own homes and harvests. 

When the new year opened the rebeUion in Lower Canada was 
practically at an end, though the year 1838 was to see some border 
troubles, the work largely of fihbustering Americans. 
„ , ^ ^ ,. . , . , , The attitude 
One s first feehng is apt to be surprise that the rebel- of the French 
hon in Lower Canada, after all the windy threats of its toward the 
ringleaders, should turn out so small an affair. But 
the reason is easy to find. It hes in the fact that the real weight 
of French Canada was not behind the rebeUion. The rising was, 
indeed, no more the work of the Lower Canadians, as a whole, 
than the revolt going on at the same time in the sister province 
was the work of the Upper Canadians as a whole. In Upper 
Canada, when the extreme Reformers drifted toward rebellion, 
the wiser and more moderate of their party turned against them. 
It was the same in Lower Canada. These men saw that constitu
tional agitation was one thing, rebeUion quite another. In the 
natural determination to preserve their language and national 
character, this spirited people, with a noble history to look back 
upon, stood together as one man. But when the question of 
fidelity to their ahegiance came up, the face of affairs changed. 
Papineau and his fellows thought that they carried French Canada 
in their hands. But the event taught them otherwise. The French 
Canadian Church, as we have seen, threw aU its weight into the 
opposite scale. The old seigneurial famffies, also, stood by the 
constitution. The farming communities over the greater part of 
the province turned a cold, if not actively hostile, shoulder toward 
the rebels. They thought themselves tolerably governed. They 
wanted no civil war. Significant is the fact that many of the 
French Canadian militia were actively loyal, and tendered their ser-
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vices to the government for the curbing of their misguided coun
trymen. Colonel de Hertel, commanding fifteen hundred mihtia 
in one of the most rebeUious districts, reported to the commander-
in-chief that his troops were stanch in their ahegiance and ready 
for any service. With the first coffision on the Richelieu loyal 
addresses came pouring in from nearly all the French counties. 
It is a crying injustice to a gallant and honourable people to say, 
as is so often said, that the Papineau outbreak was a rebeUion 
of the French Canadians. It was the rebeUion of a few ambitious 
hot-heads among the French Canadians. By the majority of their 
fellow-countrymen it was repudiated with anger and alarm. 

But the whole province had to suffer for the fault of the few. 
Along the frontier, where gathered the fugitive rebels, there were 
. . , ^ threats of armed American support. Lord Gosford 
Arrival and '^'^ 

departure of was recalled, and Sir John Colborne was made military 
Lord Durham. •' 

governor. The constitution of 1791 was suspended 
(1838). Lower Canada found herself once more beneath an 
absolute government. But this was not intended to last. In May 
arrived Lord Durham, as governor-general and also as special 
commissioner, with power to settie disputes and to arrange for the 
eff"ective working of representative govemment in the Canadas. 
His work, which was of deep and lasting importance, will be 
explained in a later section. Suffice to say here that in the 
autumn he threw up his task in anger and returned to England. 

On his departure the smouldering embers of revolt leaped 
again into fitful blaze. In the American towns along the border 
Final out- ^^^"^^^ societies had been formed, caUed "Hunters ' 
rebtuim*^^ Lodges," whose members were sworn to the support 
c S a °^ Canadian independence, and to the spreading of 

repubhcan institutions over all the American conti
nent. These " Hunters' Lodges " now grew threateningly active ; 
and the American authorities seemed obstinately blind to their 
schemes. In October the rash habitdns of the rebelhous town
ships again prowled in armed mobs, and the Enghsh settlers once 
more ffed into the city for safety. In Beauharnois County the 
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rebels were especially daring. It was Sunday, November 5 th, when 
a body of them drew near Caughnawaga, a village of loyalist Iro
quois. The Indians rashed out of church, seized their arms, 
routed the bragging rebels, and took a number of prisoners. At 
Napierville was the headquarters of the rising. There Robert 
Nelson, a brother of Doctor Wolfred, proclaimed the republic of 
Canada. On the approach of a loyal force Nelson retired with 
his mob toward the border, seeking to unite with a band of Amer
ican ahies. On the march a party of the rebels encountered a 
party of mffitia, and a sharp skirmish took place in which the 
rebels were beaten. The main body of Nelson's force then came 
up, whereupon the militia threw themselves into the church at 
Odelltown, and defended themselves with such vigour that the 
insurgents drew off across the hne. The mihtia were now hot 
with the vindictiveness which civil war is quick to breed, and the 
rebeUion was stamped out with small gentleness in Beauharnois 
County. "Villages were burned. The gaols were filled with rebels 
and suspects. This was the last fficker of the ffame in Lower 
Canada. Further west, however, the aid of the American filibus-
terers was yet to make sore trouble, the rebels were yet to be chas
tised. The rebellious districts being under martial law, a number 
of the prisoners were tried at once, and thirteen, convicted of 
treason, were put to death, while others were banished to penal 
settlements. Some of those executed had been pardoned for tak
ing part in the rebellion of the year before, and weff deserved their 
punishment. In other cases, however, it was but the deluded 
tools of the conspirators who suffered, while the leaders, escaping 
in time, lived to win pardon, and even at last to share the rewards 
of office in the land which their madness had convulsed. 

84. The Rebellion in Upper Canada. — During the early months 
of 1837 events in Upper Canada were keeping pace with those in 
the sister province. As in the sister province, those „ , 

^ '^ Mackenzie 
who contemplated violence were the very small but proclaims 

'^ rebellion, 
noisy minority. Between the two provinces, however, 
there was this difference. The majority in Upper Canada were 
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actively loyal; the majority in Lower Canada were suUenly in

different. 
Eariy in August Mackenzie gave rein to his folly. He and his 

disciples issued what they presumptuously caffed a " Declaration 
of the Reformers," a blatant document which the real bone and 
brain of the Reform party made scorn of. Men hke Ryerson, 
Baldwin, Bidwell, fiercely condemned ft. This document set forth 
the grievances of the malcontents, renounced imperial ahegiance, 
and declared for the rebel cause in Lower Canada. A " "Vigilance 
Committee " was established to spread the principles of the Dec
laration, and Mackenzie travelled about the province with sedition 
and delusion on his tongue, seeking to inflame the people. In 
some districts he found sympathy; in others he was rudely silenced 
by the loyahst farmers. The government let him go to the full 
length of his tether. By this masterly inactivity Sir Francis 
Head, the governor, displayed more wisdom than he had shown 
in an earlier stage of the excitement. He thought it better that 
Mackenzie's followers should declare themselves unmistakably 
before force should be used for their correction. It was a shrewd 
and wholesome policy, too, which sent the regulars away to Lower 
Canada at such a moment. It threw the whole defence upon the 
provincial militia and cleared the imperial troops of responsibility 
for any blood that might be shed. 

The centre of conspiracy was in Toronto. The subtle Rolph, 
whose name appeared on no rebel manifestoes, and whose loyalty 

was relied upon by the governor, was nevertheless deep 
Provisional in the confidence of Mackenzie, and destined by the 
Government ' •' 
on Navy rebels to preside over the new government. Styling 
Island. ^ ° J O 

themselves "Patriots," like their feffow-rioters in Lower 
Canada, the rebels estabhshed what they called a " Provisional 
Government " on Navy Island, in the middle of the Niagara River. 
The flag of the proposed republic carried two stars, one for each 
of the Canadas. To us at this day the action of the rebels seems 
much like that of schoolboys playing war. On the 25th of Novem
ber, when the insurgent habitans were being routed at St. Charles, 
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WUliam Lyon Mackenzie was issuing a proclamation caUing on 
the Canadians to rise as one man. This screed was issued by him 
as " Chairman pro tem of the Provisional Government of the State 
of Upper Canada." 

On Yonge Street, a few mUes out of Toronto, stood Montgom
ery's Tavern, the rendezvous of the rebel forces. Toronto was 
unguarded. On December 4th came news that the Toronto 
rebels were marching on the city. The governor, t'̂ '̂ eatened. 
officials, and leading citizens threw themselves into the City Hall, 
determined to defend to the last the arms and ammunition there 
in store. At the same time messengers were sent flying to Hamil
ton, to summon Colonel MacNab with his fighting mihtia of the 
Gore. Mackenzie's object in attacking Toronto was to capture 
the mUitary stores in the City Hall, for the equipment of his iU-
armed foUowers. But the occasion slipped by him. Half-way 
to the city the rebels tumed about and gave up the enterprise. 
Their numbers went on steadily increasing at Montgomery's Tav
ern ; but meanwhile MacNab arrived with the men of Gore, and 
Toronto was saved. 

Blood flowed straightway. The mob at Montgomery's Tavern 
was being drUled vigorously by one "Van Egmond, an old officer 
of Napoleon's. The rebel commander-in-chief was „,. ^ ,., ^ 

^ The fight at 
Samuel Lount, a blacksmith. A loyahst captain, named Montgom-

' 1 ery's Tavern. 

Powell, taken prisoner by Lount's men, escaped by 
shooting his guard. Then Colonel Moodie, a loyahst officer, en
deavouring with scornful bravado to ride through the rebel lines, 
was shot from his horse. But not long was the revolt to go un
bridled. On December 7th the governor and Colonel MacNab, 
with five hundred militia behind them, marched out to the attack. 
Neariy a thousand men held the hnes at Montgomery's Tavern, 
but they were scarce half armed. Some carried scythes, some 
axes, some pitchforks. Anxious to avoid bloodshed, the governor 
called upon them to lay down their arms; but Mackenzie's sole 
reply was a demand for the redress of grievances. The mihtia, 
dressed only in rough homespuns, but no less dauntless than if 
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scariet had covered their ardour, advanced on the rebel hnes. 
At first the exchange of volleys was hot, but the skirmish was 
soon over. In all directions scattered the rebels ; and Mackenzie 
fled over the border. The victors burnt Montgomery's Tavern, 
and the house of a rebel leader in the neighbourhood; but the 
few prisoners taken were pardoned by Sir Francis. For some 
days after this event the mihtia of the country districts kept 
flocking into the city, till the governor had more troops on hand 
than he knew what to do with, and had to send most of them 
home. 

The rebel flag still flew on Navy Island, where Mackenzie, with 
a handful of his followers and some American affies, kept up the 
childish fiction of a provisional government. The American 
border cities were eager in Mackenzie's cause. Not till the fol
lowing year were proclamations issued by the President and by 
the governors of border states, warning American citizens against 
attacking a friendly power; and these warnings not seldom were 
loftffy disregarded. 

Mackenzie, in his ridiculous establishment on Navy Island, was 
generously issuing grants of land to all who would take up arms 
The destruc- ™ the rebel cause. He was watched by MacNab's 
steamer militia, on the Canadian shore just opposite; and the 
Caroline. j\y^\ jj^gg \iQ^x firing across the current. In Macken
zie's hands was a steamboat called the Caroline, used for carrying 
stores to the rebel camp. On the night of the 27th Colonel Mac
Nab sent over a band of marines and volunteers, in row-boats, to 
capture the vessel. The daring venture was led by Lieutenant 
Drew, of the Royal Navy. The Caroline was lying under the guns 
of Fort Schlosser; but the intrepid assailants cut her out, bundled 
her crew ashore, set her on fire, and sent her ffaming over the 
Falls. The Americans, ignoring their own breaches of the laws 
of neutrality, cried out against this action, because, forsooth, the 
Caroline was an American vessel. The British government 
therefore apologized; but Colonel MacNab was rewarded with 
knighthood. 
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Mackenzie at length took down his two-starred flag, and Navy 
Island was deserted. Not long afterwards he was arrested by the 
New York state authorities, tried at Albany for attack- pig^t at 
ing a friendly nation, and sentenced to an imprison- Peieeisland, 
ment of eighteen months. But American conspiracies against 
Canada went on none the less. A great threefold attack was 
planned, from the cities of Ogdensburg, Buffalo, and Detroit; 
but in the over-abundance of would-be leaders lay our safety. 
The leaders quarrelled, for all could not command at once; and 
the central invasion feU through. On the east, however, a party of 
fifteen hundred rebels and filibusters crossed to Hickory Island, on 
the Canadian side, — and then crossed back again (February 22, 
1838). The only serious operation of the raiders was in the west. 
Four hundred of them, under one Sutherland, crossed from Michi
gan to Pelee Island, off" Amherstburg, where they encountered a 
small force of regulars. The river was frozen, and amid the 
blocks of ice a sharp fight took place. The invaders were routed 
with loss, and their leader captured. While in prison he made a 
formal statement, declaring that these attempted invasions were 
encouraged by the American government, in the hope that Canada 
might be gained by the methods which had brought Texas into 
the Union. But the testimony of a convicted traitor is not to be 
considered convincing. 

Sir Francis Bond Head had now resigned the governorship, 
rather than obey the Colonial Office and appoint Reformers to the 
Executive Councff. His place was filled by the harsh „ 

^ ^ Vengeful 
and inffexible Sir George Arthur, lately governor of spirit of the 

° ; J o loyal party. 
"Van Diemen's Land, who spurned the Reformers, 
and identified himself heart and soul with the Compact. The 
spirit of revenge ran high in the province, the jails were full of 
prisoners, and there was much persecution of suspects. The 
rebel leaders, Matthews and Lount, were hanged; and more exe
cutions would have followed but for the sharp interference of the 
home government.* The effect of the rebeUion was to discredit 
the Reformers for a time ; but it so increased the arrogance of the 
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Compact that their rule became more and more intolerable. The 
most loyal began to demand the overthrow of such a tyranny. 
And Reformers were much strengthened in their purpose by the 
recommendations of Lord Durham. 

As we have seen, the departure of Lord Durham, in the fall of 
1838, was followed by fresh outbreaks in Lower Canada. 

oi. viS^^"°" In Upper Canada it was followed by new attacks on the 
schuitz. frontier. The iniquitous " Hunters' Lodges " coUected 
a force at Ogdensburg, and the citizens turned out joyously to 
watch the attack on Canada. On November i ith a body of refu
gees and American adventurers, to the number of about two hun
dred, sallied across to Prescott and entrenched themselves on a 
hiU. They were led by a brave but misguided Pohsh exffe, named 
"Van Schuitz, who fancied that, because his own country was a 
victim of tyrants, therefore Canada must be in a like unhappy 
case. On the 15 th a party from Kingston attacked the invaders, 
and drove them into one of those strong, circular stone mills of 
which we have so often spoken. There they defended them
selves bravely, while sending vain appeals across the river for a 
help which the applauding crowds were much too prudent to give. 
At this juncture, the American authorities intervened and took 
possession of the adventurers' boats. On the day following a 
force of regulars arrived, with artillery, and the insane undertaking 
of Van Schuitz fell straight to ruin. The walls of the mill were 
battered down, and the remnants of the invaders were made 
captive. "Van Schuitz and eleven of his fellows were tried, con
demned, and hung. 

In spite of the tardy proclamation of President "Van Buren, for
bidding American citizens to support attacks on Canada, the 
The fight at people of Detroit now lent aid to a band of raiders 
Sandwich. ^^^ planned the capture of Amherstburg. In Decem
ber, 1839, about four hundred and fifty of the rebels crossed over 
to Windsor, burned a vessel and some houses, captured a small 
guard of militia, and murdered a peaceful citizen who refiised to 
join their cause. Then they marched into Sandwich, on the road 
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to Amherstburg. Their captives somehow managed to escape, 
which so enraged them that they kiffed the next man they met, 
a surgeon named Hume. At Sandwich they were confronted 
by Colonel Prince with two hundred militia, and a fierce straggle 
ensued. It ended in a complete victory for the militia. The 
invaders, what were left of them, fled back to Windsor, and 
then across the river to their refuge. The militia, furious at the 
murders which had been done, shot four of the prisoners at once. 
This was answering barbarism with barbarism, and fortunately 
went no further. The other captives were in due time brought 
to trial. Three were executed ; others were transported. Many, 
made prisoners here and at Prescott, were pardoned on account 
of their youth. This raid against Sandwich was the last splutter 
of the rebeUion. 

85. Lord Durham, and his Report. — Great as was the misery 
which it had caused in Canada, the rebeUion was not without its 
compensations. It aroused the best minds in Eng- ^0^^^^^^^^ 
land, and the colonies came in for a close attention 
which led to the correction of many grave abuses. The brief 
rule of Lord Durham, in the summer months of 1838, marked 
the end of the old order in Canada. 

Lord Durham was an eminent English statesman of the Liberal 
school. Sent to Canada not only as governor-general, but also 
as high commissioner, he was armed with a very wide but vague 
authority. He seems to have been somewhat self-important, fond 
of imposing ceremony, and over-sensitive to criticism; but he 
was a keen and honest observer, a firm but humane administrator; 
and his report showed a breadth of view, a sagacity and insight, 
such as no British statesman before him had brought to bear on 
colonial questions. He arrived at Quebec in May. Six months 
later he resigned in a huff" and went back to England. But that 
briefest of administrations was long enough to buUd an imperish
able monument to his fame. 

While studying the situation in aU the provinces. Lord Dur
ham found himself compelled to deal with a number of po-
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litical prisoners. Many of the ringleaders had escaped into the 
States. Most of the prisoners he pardoned; but from this 

indulgence he left out eight of the most conspicu-
withthe ^ ous offenders, including Wolfred Nelson. There 
rebels . . , , . • ,1 • j-v.„ 

was now no trial by jury m the province, the 
constitution having been suspended. Lord Durham presumed 
upon his vague authority, took upon himself the office of 
both judge and jury, and banished the culprits to Bermuda, on 
pain of being executed for treason if they should return. This 
action of the governor-general's was irregular, and his enemies 
made great capital out of it. The governor of Bermuda com
plained that there was no authority by which he could hold the 
exiles. The British government disallowed the decree; and in 
Parhament Durham was criticised so harshly that he threw up 
his office in anger. But before leaving he proclaimed that as 
the government had refiised to uphold him in his punishment 
of notorious rebels, he now extended full amnesty to all who had 
been concerned in the insurrection. So sweeping an indulgence, 
which included Papineau himself, was regarded as an encourage
ment to treason; nevertheless the angry governor would not 
withdraw it. 

But during the summer, ere the storm brewed in Bermuda and 
London had had time to break on the governor's castle in Que-
„ ^ ̂  bee. Lord Durham got done the work that he had 
Confedera- ° 

tionsug- come to do. He despatched responsible agents to 
each province, to inquire exactly into the conditions 

of government and the grievances of the people. He also invited 
the governors of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Newfoundland, 
and Prince Edward Island, with delegates from their Legislatures, 
to meet and confer with him at Quebec. This conference was a 
most memorable event. It talked over a plan for nothing less 
than the Confederation of the Provinces of British North America. 
But for this it was felt that the time was not yet ripe ; and to the 
idea of a lesser union between Upper and Lower Canada Lord 
Durham turned his more immediate care. 
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The report which he submitted to Parhament is one of the 
most masterly papers ever written on colonial affairs. Its opin
ions and suggestions were supported by a wealth of 
facts. It pointed out that the state of government in ham's 

report. 
aU the provinces was one of ceaseless strife between 
the executive and representative bodies ; and it reminded Parlia
ment that since 1688 the stability of Britain had depended on the 
responsibility of the government to the Legislature. It called 
attention to the fact that the same grievances prevailed in all the 
provinces; and it fearlessly declared that " while the present 
state of things is allowed to last, the actual inhabitants of these 
provinces have no security for person or property, no enjoyment 
of what they possess, no stimulus to industry." This was a crush
ing arraignment of the colonial system as it stood. As a cure for 
race jealousies in Lower Canada, Lord Durham proposed a legis
lative union of the Canadas, which would cause parties to divide 
on new lines of local or sectional interest rather than on those of 
race and language. For the cure of the deeper, constitutional iU 
that was gnawing at the vitals of the country, he urged that the 
Executive should be made responsible to the Assembly. To 
draw the provinces closer together, both in sentiment and in 
trade, he recommended the building of an intercolonial rail
way. And to secure the protection of local interests, he 
urged that municipal institutions should be established without 
delay. 

86. The Canadas united. — On the basis of Lord Durham's 
report a bill was brought into Parliament by Lord RusseU ; but 
before its passage it was submitted to the government The Act of 
of Upper and Lower Canada. This was done \vith ^'^°^-
admirable judgment by Mr. Charies Poulett Thompson, who was 
now sent out to Canada as governor-general. In Lower Canada 
the scheme of union was accepted at once. It had to go before 
the Council only, for, the constitution of 1791 being suspended, 
there was no Assembly to consuh. Had the French been con
sulted, they would have rejected the scheme with scorn, as they 

file:///vith
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imagined it to be a mere cloak for the blotting out of their lan
guage and nationality. In this fear, as events will show, they 
were very much mistaken. To get the biff of union accepted in 
Upper Canada was a task far harder. It tried all Mr. Thomp
son's tact. Both branches of the Legislature were at this time in 
the hands of the Compact, which felt loftily virtuous because it 
had crashed the rebellion without help from the home govern
ment. The idea of an Executive responsible to the people was 
hateful to the Compact. But such an Executive was intended by 
the Act of Union, as was shown by a despatch from Lord Russell 
on the Tenure of Office (1839), which the governor-general 
read to the Upper Canadian Legislature. He stated that he had 
" received Her Majesty's commands to administer the government 
of these provinces in accordance with the well-understood wishes 
and interests of the people." In Lord RusseU's despatches he 
was required to call to his counsels and employ in the public 
service those persons who " have obtained the general confidence 
and esteem of the province " ; and it was declared that thereafter 
certain heads of departments, such as attorney-general, surveyor-
general, receiver-general, and other members of the Executive, 
would be called upon to retire from the public service when 
motives of pubhc policy should require it. 

The principles proclaimed by Mr. Thompson, and laid down 
in Lord Russeh's despatch, were welcomed with joy by the Re-
The Compact ^^''^^rs ; but to the Official party they meant nothing 
wiulfthe^ less than defeat. Nevertheless, to the lasting honour 
ment ^°^^^' ^^ their loyalty be it said, they accepted the defeat. 

The Executive Councff of Upper Canada, the very 
core of the Compact, forced to the conviction that this was the 
wiff of Westminster, brought in the hateful bill as a government 
measure and carried it through the Upper House. In the Assem
bly it was debated with great bitterness, but the public good and 
the wish of the Crown prevailed, and the measure passed. With 
some changes it was again brought up at Westminster, and passed 
in July, 1840. 
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It was not put into effect, however, tiff February of the follow
ing year, when Upper and Lower Canada again became one 
province. For just half a century had they dwelt 
apart. The proclamation of reunion was accom- the moderate 
panied by another despatch from Lord Russell, in 
which it was laid down that " the governor must only oppose the 
wishes of the Assembly when the honour of the Crown or the 
interests of the Empire are deeply concerned." The act was a 
triumph of moderation. The moderate Reformers were victori
ous. The extremists of both parties were dissatisfied, — the 
one side regarding it as a half-measure, the other as the enter
ing wedge of republicanism. Poulett Thompson, .who had so 
judiciously accomplished his task, was made Lord Sydenham of 
Kent and Toronto. 

By the new constitution the Legislature of the United Canadas 
consisted of a governor; an Upper House, or Legislative Coun
cil, of twenty members, appointed by the Crown; The new 
and a Lower House, or Assembly, of eighty-four constitution, 
members, elected by the people. The representation in both 
Houses was divided equally between the two provinces. The 
Executive Council was composed of eight members, selected by 
the governor from both Houses. Those chosen from the Assem
bly went back to the people for reelection before they could per
form the duties of office, thus assuring themselves that they had 
the people's confidence. Arrangement was made for a permanent 
Civil List of _;^7S,ooo a year ; but, this provided for, the Assembly 
had full control of the rest of the revenues. Bills for the expendi
ture of public moneys had to originate with the government, — a 
measure wisely planned to check extravagance. The first Parlia
ment under the union was held at Kingston (June, 1841) ; and 
in his address from the throne the governor-general declared 
himself bound by the principles of Responsible Government. It 
was not till some years later, however, that these principles came 
to be regarded as firmly established and in fuff working order. 
The first session saw many important measures introduced, — for 
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regulation of the currency and the customs, for the extension of 
canals and other public works, for the spread of common school 
education, and for the establishment of municipal instfrutions. 
This last was a great boon to the country. By giving each town
ship control of its local and internal affairs, sectional jealousies 
were reduced, the French Canadians were reassured, and the 
people generally were put in the way of learning the lesson of 
self-government. The old bitterness between parties and between 
races was not to be wiped out in a moment by the magic of an 
Act of Parhament; but the widening of the arena made it less 
personal. New influences springing up soon began to blur the 
old lines by dravring new ones over them. The parties dividing, 
the people began to be known as Conservatives ^ and Reformers. 
The names had then a meaning which was later to become hope
lessly confused. 

The municipal institutions, referred to in the preceding para
graph, call for a word of explanation. In the earlier days of our 
history each provincial legislature performed the duties of a 
municipal council, and was therefore burdened with minute local 
affairs of which the majority of the members knew nothing. In 
Ontario the Legislature early began to relieve itself by giving 
Municipal towns, couutics, and vihages the control, to a large 
institutions, (jgg^ee, of their own local business. By the union 
of 1841 this system, with modifications, was extended to both 
provinces, and was rapidly enlarged and perfected. Not till some 
years after Confederation, however, were municipal institutions 
introduced in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick; and in Prince 
Edward Island they are stiU but imperfectly developed. The Act 
of Confederation gave each provincial legislature full control of 
municipal institutions within its borders; and with the exception 
just noted, each province has now an efficient municipal code. 

1 In the original meaning of the terms Conservative and Reformer, these repre
sented two different methods of serving the State. The Conservatives thought 
mainly of preserving what was good in institutions, the Reformers of getting rid 
of what was bad. 
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under which each separate municipal district — county, city, town, 
township, viUage, parish, as the case may be — attends to its own 
matters of public improvement, public health, and public morals, 
and taxes its inhabitants for such purposes. There are slight 
variations of procedure in the different provinces, but the gov
erning body in each case is the council, — village, parish, town, 
county, or city council. In village and township councils the 
chief officer is called the reeve ; in town and county councils he 
is called the warden, and in city councils he is the mayor. The 
members of city councils are known as aldermen. 

In the autumn Lord Sydenham was thrown from his horse ; and 
he died some time later from the effects of the accident. He was 
succeeded by Sir Charles Bagot. The Conservatives in England 
had now taken the reins of government; Sir Robert Peel was 
prime minister; there was a Conservative colonial secretary, 
Lord Stanley, in Downing Street; and the new governor-general 
was an old-school Tory. The Family Compact party in Canada 
now looked for a return to their views, a reversal of the Responsible 
reforms which they had found so bitter to swallow. ^eltsT*°* 
But they were disappointed. The colonial secretary '='̂ '̂̂ '̂ -
would make no change; and the new governor-general walked 
firmly in the footsteps of his Liberal predecessor. He called to 
the Executive Messrs. Lafontaine, Baldwin, Hincks, and Daly, who 
were the leaders of the Reform majority in the Lower House. In 
the following year Sir Charles Bagot resigned his post on account 
of ill-health, and was succeeded by Sir Charles Metcalfe. The 
new governor-general was no behever in Responsible Govem
ment for the colonies; but he was a very firm behever in the 
need of upholding the prerogative of the Crown. The only 
responsibility he cared to recognize was his own responsibihty to 
the Queen in Council. With these views, he made several official 
appointments without the advice of his Executive. In vain did 
Baldwin and Lafontaine remonstrate. The governor insisted that 
the right of patronage was in his hands. He would not yield it 
up, said he, for the purpose of enabling certain of his ministers to 
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buy favour with the Assembly. Baldwin and Lafontaine resigned 
office. In aff the provinces the quarrel was eagerly watched. A 
general election took place in Canada. The governor was sus
tained. The Reformers were defeated. The Conservatives had 
a majority in the new House, and Mr. Draper, the Conservative 
leader, formed a ministry. Responsible Government was set back 
three years. 

In 1844 the seat of government was moved from Kingston to 
Montreal. The colonial secretary had by this time pardoned all 
the rebels but Mackenzie, who did not get his amnesty till five 
years later. In the new Parliament which met at Montreal in 
November of 1845, several of the pardoned rebels sat as mem
bers. Lord Metcalfe having resigned, his place was filled by Lord 
Cathcart. And now came up a new and burning question in 
Beginnin of Canadian politics. Sir Allan MacNab, the loyal hero 
trouble over of the rebeUion, was a leading member of the Assem-
Rebellion ' ° 
Losses legis- bly under Draper's administration. He brought in a 

bill for the compensation of those persons in Upper 
Canada on whom the rebeUion had brought loss. This became 
famous as the RebeUion Losses Biff. About ^40 ,000 was voted 
to satisfy these claims. On this the representatives from Lower 
Canada came down upon the ministry with a like demand. The 
loyahsts of the upper province, who professed to beheve that all 
the French Canadians had been rebels, protested angrily. A 
commission appointed to inquire into the matter reported that, 
though the claims amounted to a quarter of a miUion, ^100,000 
would cover the real losses. The Draper government thereupon 
Lord Elgin, awarded ^10,000. At this both provinces got ex-
tr°iumph*of̂ ^ '̂ ^^ '̂̂ ' ~ Lower Canada because the small amount was 
GovemSeit ^ mockery of her claims, Upper Canada because she 

considered the grant a compensation to rebels. Dur
ing the excitement came a change of govemment in England. 
A new governor-general, one of the most firm, judicious, and 
capable that England ever sent out, arrived in Canada. This was 
Lord Elgin, a son-in-law of Lord Durham (1847). The year after 
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his arrival elections were held. The Conservatives were defeated, 
and the Reformers found themselves with a majority in the new 
House. Mr. Draper, accepting the principle of responsibUity, 
handed in his resignation. Lord Elgin, proclaiming the same 
principle, accepted the resignation, and called the Reform leaders, 
Lafontaine and Baldwin, to form a new government. This, in 
1848, was the complete victory in that long struggle for Responsi
ble Government, which we saw foreshadowed on the coming of 
the loyalists, and which fills the whole horizon of Canadian his
tory from the War of 1812 to 1848. The same year saw the same 
victory achieved in New Branswick and in Nova Scotia, by steps 
which we shall trace in a succeeding section. In Prince Edward 
Island it was not to be won tiU 1852 ; and in Newfoundland not 
tiU 1855. 

87. Responsible Government gained in New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia. —In the provinces by the sea Official and Reformer 
alike had watched with loyal indignation the rebellions in the 
sister provinces. The friction that kept the borders The Maine 
of Upper and Lower Canada aflame reached eastward Brunswick 
to the Disputed Territory between Maine and New """n*^^-
Branswick, and nearly gave rise to war. This was in 1839; but 
to understand the quarrel it will be necessary to go back to the 
treaty of 1783, which professed to define the boundary between 
the British possessions and those of the new republic. When 
Great Britain recognized her revolted colonies as an independent 
nation, their eastern boundary, as has been said, was defined to 
be the St. Croix River, with a line drawn from its source to the 
highlands dividing the waters falling into the Atlantic from those 
emptying themselves into the St. Lawrence. Immediately dis
pute arose as to which was the St. Croix River, the Americans 
claiming it to be a stream now known as the Magaguadavic, far to 
the east of the true St. Croix. This question was set at rest by 
discovery of the remains of Champlain's ill-fated settlement on the 
island at the river's mouth. But the St. Croix had branches ; and 
dispute arose as to which branch was the true St. Croix. The 
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commissioners appointed to decide this point agreed upon the 
most westerly branch; and at its source they erected a stone 
monument as a perpetual landmark (1798). The next diffi
culty was in regard to the " highlands." The British claimed that 
they were a line of heights of which Mars Hill, about forty miles 
north of the monument, was the chief; and this claim was justi
fied by the fact that the spirit, if not the letter, of the treaty of 
1783 intended that aU the tributaries of the St. John should he 
in British territory. The Americans claimed that the highlands 
referred to in the treaty were those running a hundred miles fur
ther north, skirting the St. Lawrence valley, — a claim which, if 
allowed, would give them a number of the largest tributaries of 
the St. John. It was a difference which the commissioners could 
not settie. Therefore it remained open, and in time, as pioneers 
began to cast their eyes on those fertile tracts and rich timber 
areas, it gave rise to such wrangling that the district in debate 
became known as the Disputed Territory. 

The quarrel waxed hot during the governorship of Sir Howard 
Douglas, when Maine mffitia gathered on the border and threat-
Maine ened to seize the territory. A party of adventurers. 
Disputed ^ under a man named Baker, salhed in, and hoisted the 
Terntory. g(.ĝ j.g ^^^^ Stripes OU the Madawaska. Sir Howard sent 
his troops to confront the Maine militia; but he left the civil 
authorities to deal with Baker's raid. A constable with his posse 
hastened up to Madawaska, cut down the flag-staff", seized Baker, 
roUed the American flag under his arm, and carried them both to 
Fredericton. Baker was brought to trial and fined. The men 
of Maine stormed, but did not strike. In the hope of a settie
ment the matter was then, in 1829, referred to the King of the 
Netheriands, who, after careful investigation, declared that the 
rights of the case were beyond his power to determine. He pro
posed a division of the terrfrory, giving the larger share to the 
Americans; but as each claimant believed he ought to have the 
whole, this plan was acceptable to neither. The bone of conten
tion remained, and both parties eyed each other angrilv across 
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it. At length, in 1839, while Ogdensburg, Buffalo, and Detroit 
were breathing threatenings and slaughter against their neigh
bours over the hne. Governor Fairfield of Maine concluded that 
the time was ripe for taking in the coveted areas. In January a 
band of lumber thieves, in defiance of the laws of both Maine 
and New Brunswick, invaded the territory and cut a lot of valuable 
timber. The governor of Maine sent a sheriff" and posse to drive 
them out and seize their logs. At news of this a band of New 
Branswick lumbermen gathered to repel the men of Maine, the 
guardianship of the territory being in the hands of the New Brans
wick government. A fight took place in the wintry forest. The 
Americans were driven back; and one of their leaders, a land-
agent named McIntyre, was made prisoner and carried off" to 
Fredericton on a horse-sled. To compensate for this rebuff", the 
Maine men seized McLaughlin, the regularly appointed warden 
of the Disputed Territory, and carried him captive to Augusta. 

Both Maine and New Branswick now wanted to fight it out. 
Maine sent eighteen hundred mffitiamen to the .\roos- -v̂ ar threat-
took. Sir John Harvey, then governor of New Bruns- *°^^' 
wick, issued a proclamation, calling on Governor Fairfield to with
draw his troops, and reasserting the acknowledged right and duty 
of Great Britain to guard the territory till the question of ownership 
should be settled. Fairfield vehemently denied this right, and 
issued a call for ten thousand state troops in order that he might 
go in and take possession. Sir John Harvey then sent up two 
regiments of the line, with artillery, and some companies of en
thusiastic volunteers from along the St. John River valley. The 
whole province was full of fight, and the governor had hard work 
to hold the troops in check. Nor was the excitement confined to 
Maine and New Branswick. On the one side the haters of Eng
land throughout the Union, led by Daniel Webster, clamoured for 
war. On the other side the Canadas sent sympathy and offers of 
a id; and Nova Scotia, in loyal ardour, voted all her mihtia and 
;^ioo,ooo in money to aid New Branswick in her quarrel. This 
patriotic vote was carried with a roar of cheers from the floor of 

file:///roos
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the House and from the close-thronged gaUeries. In England, 
however, no less a journal than the Times, with that ignorant con
tempt for colonial interests which has more than once cost us dear, 
proposed that the Americans should be given aU they asked; nay, 
even that they should have aU New Brunswick lying west of the 
St. John River. Fortunately President "Van Buren was calm and 
just in the matter, and was not to be clamoured into war as Madi
son had been in 1812. He sent General Winfield Scott to the 
scene of action. Scott, whom we have met before in these pages, 
was a brave general, but temperate and judicious. He stopped 
the warlike stir of Maine's hot-headed governor, and began sober 
negotiations with Sir John Harvey. The two generals had fought 
against each other, and learned to respect each other, at Lundy's 
Lane and Stony Creek. They soon came to an agreement. A 
temporary joint occupation was decided o n ; and what is some
times jocosely termed the "Aroostook War" was brought to a 
bloodless end. 

But the difficulty remained. The Maine settlers went on en
croaching ; and a fresh survey threw no new light upon the sub-
TheAshbur- ject. At last, in 1842 the Hon. Mr. Baring and 
ton Treaty. ] ĵ._ Daniel Webster were appointed commissioners to 
settle the dispute. They met ; and Baring, as was to have been 
expected, was overmatched by his strong and keen opponent. Of 
the twelve thousand square mUes under dispute five thousand were 
given to New Brunswick, and seven thousand, by far the most 
valuable region, went to Maine. The line due north from the 
monument was continued tiU it struck the St. John just beyond 
the mouth of the Aroostook. Thence the St. John was the boun
dary as far as the St. Francis, which stream was made the north-east 
boundary of Maine. New Brunswick swallowed the decision as 
best she could ; and indeed, with Webster as her foe and England 
eager only for a settiement, she was fortunate to get what she did. 
Mr. Baring was made Lord Ashburton, and the treaty based on 
his labours was named for him. 

In the Senate of the United States, however, this division was 
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bitterly opposed. The Senate wanted aU. It was on the point 
of rejecting the treaty, when it was suddenly brought to terms 
by Mr. Webster. Behind closed doors Webster un- Webster's 
folded a map which he had had all through the con- ^"Pii^ty-
ference, but which he had kept carefully from the eyes of Mr. Bar
ing. The map purported to be a copy of one made by Franklin, 
containing the boundaries as actually agreed on by the treaty of 
1783. The eastern boundary, marked with a red line, was exactly 
what the British claimed. With this evidence before them to show 
that the British had been worsted, the Senate made haste to accept 
so good a bargain, and the Ashburton Treaty was ratified (1842). 

To return to the question of Responsible Government in Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick, we must go back to 1839 and Russell's 
despatch on the Tenure of Office. It was held by the „ „ 

'^ ^ New Bruns-
Reformers of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick that this wick Assem

bly rejects 
despatch applied to all the provinces. The governor Responsible 
of New Brunswick, Sir John Harvey, read the despatch 
to his Legislature when it came, and declared for its acceptance. 
But so well had he soothed aU strife that the Assembly no longer 
seemed anxious for its rights. A measure to adopt Responsible 
Government was defeated after fuff debate by just one vote, the 
casting vote of the speaker. 

In Nova Scotia the case was very different. Sir Colin Camp
bell was by no means Sir John Harvey. When the despatch came 
to his hands he said nothing about it, but continued „^ 

° ' The quarrel 

in his old course. The Assembly having passed by a continued in 
sweeping majority a vote of want of confidence in the 
Executive, the Reformers expected the Executive to resign. The 
governor, however, said that his advisers suited him, whether they 
suited the Assembly or not. In vain the Assembly appealed to the 
despatch, and to Sir John Harvey's interpretation of it. Sir Cohn 
Campbell said he could interpret the despatch for himself. Party 
feeling again grew hot. A memorial to the Throne was talked of, 
asking for the removal of Sir Colin. Angry meetings were held 
all over the province, and vehement was the flow of party elo-
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quence. The times had caffed forth briUiant men in a province 
which has ever been fruitful of that rare product. The Reformers 
were led by such champions as Howe, Uniacke, and Young; but 
the Conservatives had a leader who was not second to Howe him
self in eloquence and authority. This was James W. Johnstone, a 
man who won the devotion of his friends and the respect of his 
most obstinate rivals. 

When Mr. Poulett Thompson visited the Maritime Provinces, 
he had an interview with Howe, and found reason to support the 
claims of the Reformers. Sir Colin CampbeU was recaffed; and 
Lord Falkland, who succeeded him, tried a pohcy of compromise. 
Certain members of the Executive were retired, and three of the 
Reform leaders, Howe, Uniacke, and MacNab, were called to take 
their place. This formed a coahtion government, the members 
of which mingled hke off and water. An oft-debated bffl for the 
incorporation of Hahfax was passed ; but harmony was not to be 
expected with Howe and Johnstone in harness together. On al
most every question they pulled opposite ways. On the subject of 
education they came into open conffict. Howe favoured free com
mon schools, and one provincial university. Johnstone favoured 
denominational schools and coUeges, with provincial grants. It 
was soon seen that the coalition must fall. Lord Falkland, having 
gone over to the Conservatives, dissolved the House without con
sulting the Reform members of the government. Then, a vacancy 
occurring on the Council, he followed the example of Metcalfe in 
the upper province, and appointed a new member on his own re
sponsibility. Upon this Howe, Uniacke, and MacNab resigned 
their offices (1844). Once more was the battle joined between 
governor and Assembly. Between Howe and Falkland it grew 
violently personal. Falkland tried, but in vain, to lead away the 
Reformers from their chief. Howe, not content with the weapons 
of argument and eloquence, lampooned his foe in bitter verse. 
The Colonial Office, seeing that Falkland's usefulness was gone, 
recalled him, and put the great peace-maker. Sir John Harvey, in, 
his place. 
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Sir John at once invited the Reform leaders back into the 
Council; but they refused on two grounds, — first because there 
was a Conservative majority in the House, and second because 
they had had enough of coalition. They said they 

, , . . , , , , . •' Triumph of 
would wait till the approaching elections should show Responsible 

, , , 1 T • ^ • 1 Government 

whom the people wanted. Late in 1847 the elections in Nova 
took place; and when the House met, in January, it 
showed a majority of Reformers. Johnstone retired, and Howe 
was caffed upon to form a government. This, in 1848, was the 
triumph of Responsible Government in Nova Scotia. 

In New Brunswick the end of the boundary dispute and the 
departure of Sir John Harvey were foffowed by a drop in the 
lumber trade, which brought all the province into The dispute 
trouble. At the same time the city of St. John was NewTruus-
scourged by fire, which added to the general depres- ^" '̂̂ ' 
sion. A few years before this the province had had a large 
balance to its credit; but now it found itself in debt, and this 
state of affairs was charged to the Reformers and their extrava
gant meddling with the revenue. In 1842 an election was held. 
The Conservatives were victorious, and when Sir Charles Met
calfe in Canada was quarrelhng with his ministry over the right 
of appointing to office, the New Brunswick Assembly passed 
resolutions thanking the autocratic governor-general for his firm 
stand against republicanism. But the sincerity of these profes
sions was soon tested. The governor of New Brunswick, Sir 
Wilham Colebrook, trusting to the docile spirit of the Assembly, 
appointed his son-in-law, an Enghshman, to the office of pro
vincial secretary. There was angry protest at once, and four 
members of the Council resigned. The Conservatives said that 
Sir Wilham had no right to appoint an outsider; the Reformers 
said he had no right to appoint any one. The appointment was 
presently cancelled by the home government, and the position was 
given to a New Brunswicker. 

With the coming of Lord Elgin to Canada as governor-general, 
the principles of Reform went abroad on the air, even to Conser-
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vative New Brunswick. In fact, the Conservative ministry itself 
brought in a measure for Responsible Government, — whence it 
Coalition and might have been said of them as it was said of Sir 
Rl^nsibie Robert Peel, that they caught the Reformers in 
Ŝ rfew™*"* swimming and stole their clothes. The measure 
Brunswick, ^g^^, passed by an overwhelming majority. Govern
ment and Opposition, Conservative and Reformer, voting side 
by side (1848). A new ministry was formed, including the 
two Reform leaders, Wilmot and Fisher. Responsible Govern
ment was now established beyond the reach of question, in New 
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and the united Canadas. In New 
Brunswick, however, the principle thus estabhshed in theory was 
not apphed in actual practice tiff 1854, when, the Reformers 
gaining a majority in the House, the Conservative ministry made 
way for a .Reform cabinet. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

SECTIONS : — 88, THE REBELLION LOSSES BILL. CONFEDERATION 

P R O P O S E D . 89, THE RECIPROCITY TREATY. 90, P R I N C E E D -

WARD I S L A N D , N E W F O U N D L A N D , T H E N O R T H - W E S T , A N D B R I T I S H 

C O L U M B I A . 

88. The Rebellion Losses Bill. Confederation proposed. — Let 
us turn again to the upper provinces. Lord Elgin had caUed 
upon the Reform leaders, Lafontaine and Baldwin, to The Rebellion 
form a government in Canada. Responsible Govern- i-o^sesagain, 
ment, now in the very hour of its triumph, was to confront a crucial 
test. In 1846, as we have seen, those citizens of Upper Canada 
who had suffered in the rebeUion got compensation from the public 
funds, while citizens of Lower Canada who had suffered in the 
same way were denied it. We have noticed, too, the cause of 
this distinction. But as soon as the Reformers came to power, 
a bill was brought in to authorize the payment of _;^ioo,ooo in 
satisfaction of claims in Lower Canada. The bill carefuUy pro
vided that no compensation should be made to any one who had 
taken part in the rebellion. The British party, however, raised a 
loud cry of " No pay to rebels." Bitter party feelings, race 
jealousies yet more bitter, again flamed out. 

The object of the Conservatives was to break up the union. For 
this purpose a " British North American League " was formed, with 
headquarters at Montreal. And now, out of the pohti-

' ' '^ Bntish North 
cal darkness arose the first true dawn of the splendid American 

League. 
idea of Confederation (1849). Sewell had suggested 
it in 1816, but this had been no more than the flash of a meteor, 
bright for a moment and then forgotten. Durham had dreamed 

319 
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of it in 1838 ; but the dream had faded. It had been jeered into 
oblivion by these very Conservatives who now began to reahze its 
splendour and its power. Not till after twenty years of turbulent 
growth was the scheme to reach fulfilment, — but never again was 
it to pass out of men's minds. The charm of the idea just now, 
in the eyes of the British party, was the fact that it offered a way 
out of the union, as well as a better control of the French Cana
dian vote. In a union of the British North American provinces, 
Canada, of course, would make two provinces ; and Upper Canada 
would again be free to manage her own affairs. The Conserva
tives made urgent appeal to Nova Scotia and New Brunswick for 
support; but Nova Scotia and New Brunswick listened coldly. 
And now the wheel of circumstance took an astonishing turn. 
The party of loyalty was to be seen threatening treason in their 
righteous wrath at seeing treason go unpunished. The British 
party began to talk annexation. A few unbalanced spirits threat
ened to call in the aid of the United States, in case the French 
claims were granted, and a union of all the provinces refused. 
The Reformers, once all too friendly with sedition and violence, 
MOW stood fast for Constitutional Government. 

In the Parliament House at Montreal the bill was fought 
furiously step by step, the opposition being led by the soldier-
Lord Elgin politician Sir Allan MacNab. When it was finaUy 
Reb̂ ê uon" passed by a determined majority, the opposition 
Losses Biu. strained every nerve to persuade Lord Elgin to veto 
it. Responsible Government trembled in the balance. But 
Lord Elgin had the courage of his convictions. He saw that 
the measure, whether a wise one or not, was that of a ministry 
which had the confidence of the people. He saw that the money 
to be spent was money which the Provincial Legislature had a 
right to spend. He saw that no imperial prerogative was in 
danger. Ignoring the threats of the minority, on April 25th he 
signed the biU. Responsible Government had triumphed. 

As Lord Elgin left the Parliament Buildings .the news of his 
resolute action preceded him. A swiftly gathering mob, repre-
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senting much of the wealth and respectabihty of the city, pursued 
his carriage with jeers, and stones, and rotten eggs. The news 
spread like wildfire. The mob swelled in numbers 

The Psrlis.— 

and in wrath. The Assembly was holding a night mentBuiid-
session. Presently the crowd, armed with muskets, ™̂  
stones, and flaring torches, surged against the Parliament House. 
Through the gleaming windows crashed a shower of stones that 
drove the members from their seats. The mob rushed in, and 
cleared the House. One rioter carried off" the mace. Another 
seated himself in the speaker's chair, placed the official hat upon 
his head, and roared " T h e French Parhament is dissolved." 
Others applied the torch, and suddenly the great building was 
in flames. The timbers were dry, and the conflagration was swift. 
By midnight the building, with aff the state records and a valuable 
library, was a heap of glowing rains. 

For the next two days the city seethed with wrath, while Parlia
ment held its sessions in Bonsecour Market. Lord Elgin was 
formally thanked by the Legislature, while the minority 

•̂  1 The capital 
drew up bitter resolutions demanding that the home removed to 

Ottawa, 
government should recall him and disallow the bill. 
The home government, however, sustained him; and for months 
the stanch old Loyalists and Tories growled out their iU-temper in 
rebelhous threats. But Montreal's brief career as a capital was 
over. She had forfeited all claim to it. Parliament met no more 
beneath the shadow of Mount Royal. For a time it borrowed 
the fashion of our early educators, and "boarded round." It 
sat alternately at Toronto and Quebec, four years in each city. 
Then, growing tired of the expense and inconvenience of this 
peripatetic plan, it caUed upon the Queen to choose it a perma
nent home. In 1858 Her Majesty's choice was made. It feU 
upon the httle lumbering viUage of Bytown, on the Ottawa, 
remote from the rivalries of cities and the perils of the border. 
The name was changed to Ottawa; and Parliament met amid 
the shriek of sleepless saws and the thunder of the Chaudiere 
cataract. 
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In the year following these events, the British North American 
Provinces entered upon a period of trade depression which sorely 

tried their manhood. The "Corn Laws" had been 
Great Britain „ , , , . , . , „ ,. • ^ 
repeals the repealed by England, which forced Canadian gram to 
Corn Laws ^ . , , ^ . , ^ ^ T 
and Naviga- compete With the foreign product on even terms. In 

aws. ^^^^ ^^ provinces suffered a crael blow in the repeal 
of the Navigation Laws. These laws had shut out American ships 
from the carrying trade of England, and created the great shipping 
industries of the Maritime Provinces. When this protection was 
torn away, a cry of distress went up from every colonial seaport. 
Everywhere, for a time, was panic. But left to their own resources, 
the pluck and enterprise of this northern people quickly asserted 
themselves. New channels of trade were opened, new business, 
new undertakings, absorbed our young energy ; and " good times " 
came again. The period between the final triumph of Respon
sible Government and the active movement for Confederation, a 
period of about fifteen years, saw a splendid advance in wealth, 
population, and public enterprise. Education was spread abroad, 
railways and canals were built, telegraph and steamship lines were 
estabhshed, common roads began to enlace the wilderness with 
their civilizing network. Most significant, from a national point 
of view, was the effort made in this period to unite the provinces 
by the iron bands of an intercolonial railway. 

The idea of an intercolonial railway originated in that fruitful 
source of good, the brain of Lord Durham. It lay unheeded for 

, . a time ; but a few years later began an era of railway Intercolonial ' J o j 
Railway buUding in Great Britain and the United States, and the 
negotiations. 

impulse spread to the colonies. A railway was built 
between Montreal and Portland, Maine ; and in 1846 a survey was 
undertaken with a view to a railway between Quebec and the Mari
time Provinces. This was just Lord Durham's scheme revived. 
The report of the engineers who conducted the survey was favour
able. It spoke highly of the country that would thus be opened 
up. Of the various routes proposed, it gave the preference to that 
following the Gulf coast of New Brunswick, familiarly known as the 
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"North Shore." As the railway was designed to be no less a 
mffitary than a commercial line, it was expected that Great Britain 
should help to build i t ; but the Colonial Office threw cold water on 
the scheme. Thus discouraged in their hopes of a trade with the 
St. Lawrence, the Maritime Provinces turned their eyes toward 
New England. Sentiment grew in favour of a railway from Halifax 
to St. John, and thence westward to the American seaboard cities. 
In 1850 a Railway Convention was held at Portland, Maine, where 
delegates from the New England States fraternized with those from 
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. The outcome of this gathering 
was the scheme of the European and North American Raffway. 
But this movement toward a purely American trade found a strong 
opponent in Howe, who went to England, and so eloquently advo
cated the intercolonial project that the government grew interested. 
In 1851 a meeting of provincial delegates was held at Toronto to 
discuss the scheme and arrange for a division of the cost. Every
thing looked toward success. But suddenly the home govern
ment announced that it would not help that part of the proposed 
hne which would connect St. John with the main line between 
Hahfax and Quebec, — the so-called European and North Amer
ican section. This upset the whole project. There were new 
meetings, and discussions, and delegations to England, till at last 
each province sullenly went its own way. The Canadas began to 
build the Grand Trank, with a line down the St. Lawrence from 
Quebec. New Brunswick pushed ahead with the European and 
North American, connecting St. John with Shediac. Not till after 
Confederation had been made a fact was the great uniting railway 
to be built. 

89. The Reciprocity Trea ty .—In 1854, while England and 
France were fighting side by side in the Crimea against the great 
Bear of the North, French-Canadians and Enghsh- ^ 
Canadians were working together in the development Reserves and 
of our country. To this period belongs the peaceful '^^^\ . 
conclusion of the Clergy Reserves dispute. The Cana
dian Legislature passed an act formally declaring the separation 
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of Church and State. Rectories already endowed were not inter
fered with, and certain provisions were made for the widows and 
orphans of the clergy. The balance of the Reserves, both fiinds 
and lands, were distributed among the different townships in pro
portion to their population, for purposes of education and local 
improvement. In the foffowing year steps were taken to free 
the small farmers of Lower Canada from the bondage and incon
venience of the Feudal or Seigneurial Tenure, by buying out the 
claims of the seigneurs. This reform, though set on foot in 1855, 
was not completed tiff four years later. The habitans themselves 
paid a small portion of the seigneurial claims, but the bulk of 
expense, to the sum of ; ^ 650,000, was borne by the province at 
large. 

Besides this quieting of vexed questions and salving of old 
wounds, the summer of 1854 saw the accomplishment of an im-
The Recipro- portant treaty between the provinces and the United 
city Treaty. States. This was the famous Reciprocity Treaty, which 
introduced a season of friendly intercourse and busy commerce 
between Canadians and their southern kinsmen. The treaty pro
vided for a free exchange of the products of the sea, the fields, 
the forest, and the mine. It admitted Americans to the rich 
Canadian fisheries, and to the advantages of Canadian river and 
canal navigation. To Canadian farmers, lumbermen, and miners, 
it was beneficial; but to the Maritime Provinces it refused the 
only boon worth being considered in exchange for the fisheries, 
namely, the admission of provincial ships to the American coasting 
trade. On the whole, the treaty was a good thing for Canada, 
though perhaps more advantageous to the Americans. Its pro
visions were to remain in force for ten years, after which either 
party to the agreement was left free to end it by giving one year's 
notice. As wiff be seen later on, it was terminated by the Ameri
cans, who thought that by depriving Canada of their markets they 
would force her into the Union. 

The effect of the Crimean War on Canada was to stir up a new 
and eager loyalty. The Royal Canadian looth, one of the most 
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effective regiments of the British regular army, was altogether 
recruited in Canada. The battle of the Alma called forth con
gratulatory addresses from the Canadian Legislature, 

• 1 - e r r r , ,• r r ••. •• EffOCtS Of t h e 
With a gilt of A20,000 for the rehef of widows and or- Crimean War 

on Canada. 
phans of those who fell in the war. Among the heroes 
of the struggle were three sons of Nova Scotia. Major Welsford 
and Captain Parker fell at the head of the storming party that car
ried the Redan. In Halifax stands a monument to their heroic 
memory. General Fenwick Williams covered himself and his native 
land with glory by his magnificent defence of Kars, a fortress in 
Asia Minor. The exploit won him a baronetcy from the Queen 
and a pension from the British Parliament. Sir Fenwick Williams 
was afterwards made governor of his native province. From 
New Brunswick, too, went men of loyalist breeding and tradi
tion, who brought back to their quiet colonial homes on the St. 
John the most coveted of Enghsh, French, and Turkish medals, 
awarded them for valour on the battlefield. Such deeds of 
Canadians gave an impulse to our military spirit, and in 1855 a 
Volunteer Force was organized for home defence. This force 
has been steadily maintained and developed to the present 
day. 

At this time the principle of an elective Upper Chamber was 
accepted in the Canadas. In 1856 it was decided that as fast as 
seats became vacant by death or by the retirement The canadas 
of the life members appointed by the Crown, new efecttve""^^ 
members were to be elected by the people to serve ^^P*"" °""®®-
for a term of eight years. But vacancies occurred seldom in the 
peaceful Upper House, and long before it became an elective 
body all was changed by Confederation. 

In the political field events tending toward Confederation began 
to tread hard on one another's heels. The great idea was soon 
brought into the sphere of practical politics. How j , ..^^ 
this came about will be told in the succeeding chap- Confedera-

° . '^ tion begins, 
ter. Let us now turn our attention to the affairs of 
other sections of the country, where the great problems which 
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troubled the Canadas, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick, had not 
begun to press for solution, or had pressed but lightly. 

90. Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland, the North-west, 
and British Columbia. — In Prince Edward Island a census was 
Triumph of taken in 1848, showing a population of 62,634. Seeing 
Govwnment Responsible Government an accomphshed fact in 
Edwa?r the neighbouring provinces, the island asked for the 
Island. sâ nig privilege. But the Colonial Office said no. The 

province, declared Lord Grey, was as yet too small for such 
a dignity. But it was not too small, thought Lord Grey, to 
pay the expenses of its own Civil List, with the exception of 
the governor's salary. This the Assembly agreed to do, on aff 
revenues being surrendered to its hands, and on the granting of 
Responsible Government. Addresses and despatches passed to and 
fro across the water, and with the examples of the sister provinces 
before their eyes the island Assembly had somewhat the best of 
the argument. The Colonial Office yielded the point; and the 
session of 1851 saw Prince Edward Island under full Responsible 
Government. 

After this, and up to the date of the memorable Charlottetown 
Conference, the history of the island chieffy centres about the 
The land \a^'n.A question. In 1854 the provincial government 
question. purchased, for resale to settlers on freehold tenure, 
the great Worrell estate of some eighty-one thousand acres. The 
Land Purchase Bill under which this was done was warmly ap
proved by the home government. The Colonial Office was much 
troubled over the land dispute. It felt the reality of the griev
ance, and was yet bound in all justice to defend the rights of the 
landlords, who had come by their estates in a legal manner. The 
Assembly then proposed that the home government should 
guarantee for the province a loan of ;^ioo,ooo, to be used in 
purchasing the estates of these absentee proprietors. This pro
posal was at first looked on favourably, but a littie later it was met 
by a refusal. Then, in 1858, a royal commission was demanded, 
to look into the whole matter and arrange for its early settle-
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ment. This was agreed to, and in i860 three commissioners 
were appointed, one by the home government, one by the 
proprietors, and one by the Assembly on behalf of 
,̂ ^ ^ „ , . . , , Commission-

the tenants. I he commissioner chosen to act for ers appointed 
the tenants was the Nova Scotian leader, Mr. Howe. 
In this same year the estates of the Earl of Selkirk were pur
chased by the province — no less than sixty-two thousand acres 
being magnanimously given up by the heirs for the small sum 
of i :6586. 

The commissioners spared no pains over their task. They 
traversed the island from corner to corner, held courts of inquiry 
in the villages, and brought landlords and tenants 
. . ° ' . ° . Report of the 
face to face. Their report, given m 1861, is a mas- commission-
terly document. It strongly condemned the careless 
method in which the lands of the province had been originally 
granted away; and it therefore held the home government 
mainly responsible for the evUs of the case. It recommended, as 
the only just and satisfactory solution, the application of the Land 
Purchase Act (under which the Worrell and Selkirk estates had 
been already acquired) to all the great absentee holdings. And 
it further recommended that the home government, whose care
lessness was to blame, should guarantee the loan of ;^i00,000 
which the province had asked for. It was further recommended 
that proprietors holding more than fifteen thousand acres should 
be obliged to sell, down to that amount, when called upon to do 
so by their tenants ; and that the terms of sale should be those laid 
down by the commissioners, or else such as should be determined 
by arbitrators. It was urged, also, that arrears of rent beyond the 
three years immediately preceding the Commission should be 
cancelled. This report was promptly accepted by the Assembly; 
but the home government refused to guarantee the loan, and 
the proprietors proposed another mode of settlement. This 
caused deep indignation in the province; and the question was 
left an open sore. Delegations were sent to England to argue 
the matter, but in vain. It was not tiff after she entered Confed-
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eration, and, as part of a great Dominion, became strong enough 
to demand justice at the cost of much sacrifice of red tape, that 
the island province saw her ancient grievance settled (1875). 

To Newfoundland the year 1841 brought a boon, in the coming 
of Sir John Harvey to take the office of governor. To every 
Sir John province which he was sent to govern Sir John's term 

Kevrfô nd- of office meant peace and advancement. Under his 
*^^- rale roads improved, bridges were built, land increased 
in value, settlement spread swiftly. The sharp disputes between 
the Upper and Lower House were stopped by a union of the two 
chambers, in 1842. This "Amalgamated Assembly " lasted till 
1849, when her constitution was restored to the province. In 
1840 a sailing packet had been subsidized to carry on a fort
nightly mail service between St John's and Halifax. In 1844 this 
was changed to a steam packet. Banks and commercial houses 
prospered greatly, and the harvests of the sea increased no less 
than those of the field. 

But in 1846, as Sir John Harvey was about leaving, came one 
of those great conffagrations which have so craelly smitten the 
The burning island Capital. St. John's was bufft chiefly of wood, 
of St. John's. ^jj(j jjg houses much huddled together. When, on the 
9th of June, during a high wind, the fire broke out among these 
buildings, it licked up everything before it. The great brick and 
stone warehouses of the merchants crambled into dust. The 
huge oil-vats at the water's edge poured their blazing contents 
into the harbour, and a number of ships were burned. By the 
close of that grievous day three- fourths of the town had vanished, 
and twelve thousand people were homeless. Help ffowed in gen
erously from England and the sister colonies, and the people set 
themselves bravely to the work of rebuilding their city. That 
same autumn came another stroke of iU-fortune. In September 
the island was visffed by a frightful storm, which overwhelmed 
ships, fish-stages, fences, bridges, and houses along the shore. 
These two calamities in such swift succession left lasting marks 
on the province. 
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About this time Newfoundland began to feel that she, too, 
wanted that Responsible Government which the other provinces 
seemed to consider so unspeakably precious. But Responsible 
Great Britain declared she was not ripe for it. The S'se'^und-
excitability of her people was looked upon with dis- ^^*' 
trust. The Colonial Office wished her to serve a longer appren
ticeship, so to speak. In 1854, however, the refusal was with
drawn, and Newfoundland took upon herself the full manage
ment of her affairs, with an executive responsible to the electors. 

After this great step foffowed several years of prosperity. A tele
graph line was ran across the island, and then a submarine cable 
to the mainland, the success of which led to the laying 

Confedera-
down of the first Atlantic cable from Newfoundland to tion dis

cussed in 
Ireland, in 1858. After this the chief historic events, Newfound-
up to the year when the other provinces confederated, 
were the bloody riots which disgraced the provincial elections. 
In one of these riots, which took place in St. John's in May of 
1861, a number of persons were killed. Then came another 
period of deep depression. An unwise system of poor relief had 
been growing up since 1855, and had now become so prevalent 
that a third of the revenues was thus wasted, and pauperism 
spread alarmingly. At last, about the time of the Charlottetown 
conference, the government began to talk of Confederation as 
the only way out of their difficulties. But while the great subject 
was under discussion there came a change. The fisheries once 
more yielded abundantly, and rich copper mines were discovered. 
At once the curious, insular jealousy of the ancient province spoke 
out (1869), and Confederation was rudely spurned. 

From the furthest eastward cliffs and vast green seas of New
foundland we turn to the blossoming grass-plains of the Noi^th-
west. In the peace which had foffowed the union TheNorth-
of the rival fur-companies, population grew, though ^^^ " 
slowly. Immigration was discouraged. The half-breeds, as we 
have seen, considered the land aff theirs. The policy of ralers 
and people alike was to keep the country one great hunting-
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ground. The fur-trade was still sole king. The worid was taught 
to beheve that half a continent of wheat-lands and rich pasturage 
was an Arctic barren, fit only for beavers and foxes. It was the 
same selfish and lying pohcy as that which so long strangled the 
growth of Newfoundland. Fish-traders would keep the island a 
desert, fur-traders would keep the North-west a wilderness, lest 
population should interfere with their profits. Around the trad-
Sir George ing-posts, however, which the company's tireless gov-
Simpson. ernor. Sir George Simpson, established on every river, 

lake, and bay, arose prosperous little settlements; and slowly there 
went abroad a report of the fairness of the land. In 1835, as we 
have seen, the Red River settlement was organized as the District 
of Assiniboia, under control of a President and Council. Sir 
George Simpson chose his Council, fifteen in number, from among 
the Selkirk settlers and half-breeds. The population was now 
about five thousand. 

Among Simpson's feats of travel and exploration was a journey 
westward to Vancouver Island, northward through Alaska, and 
Vancouver thence through Siberia and northern Europe to Lon-
isiand. ^Qĵ ^ Most important to us at this stage in our story 
was his establishment of trading-posts in Vancouver Island and 
on the western slope of the Rockies. These were the beginnings 
of the youngest member of our Confederacy, the giant province of 
British Columbia. Sir George Simpson won knighthood by his 
achievements in the North-west. He retired on a pension ; and 
died in i860, ten years before the community whose growth he 
had watched and fostered came to fuff manhood as the self-
governing province of Manitoba. 

The history of the Pacific province may be said to have begun 
in 1849, when the Hudson Bay Company made Victoria, on Van
couver Island, the capital of the western department of its terri
tories. The first governor was Mr. Richard Blanchard. Beyond 
the employes of the company. Governor Blanchard had but thirty 
settlers under him. After two years he gave up his office in dis
gust, and was succeeded by Mr. James Douglas. The company 
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•was expected to colonize the island, and the governor was armed 
with power to start fuU legislative machinery as soon as needed. 

The mainland, a sea of mountains, was at this time called New 
Caledonia. Hitherto its history had been httie more than the 
record of visiting mariners, Spanish and English; 
the overland trips of Mackenzie and Simpson ; and British 

Columbia, 
the establishment of some lonely trading-posts. But 
in 1856 and 1857 there came a startling change. Gold,^ in great 
quantity and easy of access, had been discovered in the sands of 
the Fraser and Thompson rivers. The news spread on the four 
winds, and the wild cafions and wooded steeps grew alive with 
adventurers and gold-seekers ffocking in from every land. Many 
came from the diggings of California, where they had well learned 
the lesson of lawlessness. A strong hand was found needful on 
the reins of government. 

It was about this time that the boundary dispute between Brit
ish North America and the United States, long ago settled in the 
east, grew acute here in the west. To understand it 

' ° The question 
we must go back a few years. The vast region out of bounda-

. ries. 

of which the province of British Columbia and the 
states of Oregon and Washington have been carved was once 
caUed the Territory of Oregon. In 1826 the United States Com
missioners had agreed to a division of this territory; and the 
Columbia River, whose navigation was to be free to both coun
tries, was by them acknowledged as the boundary, from its mouth 
to the 49th parallel. This 49th paraUel was the accepted boun
dary line across the interior of the continent. But the matter was 
left open; and the people of the repubhc, about 1845, began to 
demand all the territory in question. They claimed the whole 
coast up to the southern boundary of Russian America (now 
Alaska), at latitude 54° 40'. The American cry was "Fifty-four 
Forty, or Fight !" They had learned the wisdom of making ex-

1 The harvest proved so rich that during the next twenty years not less than 
^36,000,000 was exported iirom British Columbia. 
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travagant demands where colonial possessions were concemed. 
They did not get aU they asked; but they got much more than 
they were entitied to, namely, the magnificent region of Puget 
Sound and the lower Columbia vaUey. This was yielded up by 
the Brftish Commissioners in 1846, when the Oregon Treaty was 
concluded. By this treaty the boundary line, instead of sweep
ing away south with the Columbia, was continued due west along 
the 49th paraUel " t o the middle of the channel which sepa
rates the continent from Vancouver Island, and thence southerly 
through the middle of the said channel, and of the Fuca Straits, 
to the Pacific Ocean." 

Unfortunately, however, this definition stffl left uncertainty. 
Through Fuca Straits there ran three important channels, divided 

by large islands. The British claimed that the most 
The quarrel ^ ° 
and final southerly of these, called Rosario Channel, was the one 
settlement. ' 

intended by the treaty. The Americans claimed that 
the most northerly, or de Haro Channel, was meant. The British 
were willing to compromise on the middle, or Douglas Channel. 
But the Americans would not listen to this. The adjoining 
territory of Washington tried to extend its laws and enforce its 
authority over the island of San Juan, which lay between de 
Haro and Douglas channels, and was resolutely claimed by the 
British. In 1854-1856 a few American squatters settled on the 
island. Then the situation grew critical. These people called 
for the protection of American laws. In 1855 an American tax 
coffector seized and sold a number of sheep belonging to the 
Hudson Bay Company. The province of British Columbia was 
now independent of the company, but the company's inffuence 
was great; and it took aff Governor Douglas's prudence to hold 
his people back from reprisals which must have led to war. 
The little island of San Juan now lay under two ffags, — the 
British colours floating from the Hudson Bay post, and the 
United States colours from the flagstaff of the American tax col
lector. In 1859 the dispute suddenly grew so bitter that Great 
Britain and the United States hung on the very verge of war. 
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And aff this over a pig ! It chanced that a pig belonging to the 
Hudson Bay Company trespassed on some unenclosed grounds 
of one Lyman Cutler, a squatter who claimed to be an American 
citizen. Mr. Cutier shot the pig, and scorn frilly refused to pay 
for it. This demand for payment was interpreted as an outrage 
on American citizens; and straightway (1859) a certain very 
warlike and ambitious General Harney, commanding the United 
States troops in Washington Territory, sent a force to occupy the 
island and administer United States laws. This force was com
manded by another bellicose officer, Captain Pickett. The peo
ple of Victoria were eager for a prompt attack on the invaders. 
Governor Douglas had abundant force at his command for the 
purpose; and there were several British warships on the spot. 
But the British contented themselves with a forbearing policy. 
They warned the Americans of their trespassing, and awaited the 
decision of the government; while Harney and Pickett proudly 
held on to their conquest. On learning of this unwarrantable 
action, however, the American government expressed earnest regret 
and removed General Harney from his command. General Win
field Scott, who was not new to the office of pacifier, was sent 
to San Juan Island. As in the New Brunswick and Maine diffi
culty. General Scott agreed to a joint occupation tiff the matter 
could be settled by treaty. Thus, in i860, the trouble was patched 
up. It was not finally disposed of, however, tiff twelve years later ; 
when the Emperor of Germany, acting as arbitrator, decided in 
favour of the American claim, and de Haro Channel was fixed 
upon as the boundary. 

But this dispute has carried us ahead of our story. In 1858, 
for convenience in controlling the lawless mining element which 
had just taken possession of the mainland, Vancouver separation 
Island and British Columbia were made separate gov- 0°Vancouver 
ernments; and the httie mining town of New West- sn^tish*"'' 
minster, on the Fraser, became the capital of the new Columbia, 
province. This division proved unsatisfactory. Owing to the 
large influx of Americans from San Francisco and elsewhere, an 
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agitation in favour of annexation to the United States began to 
show itself on Vancouver Island. But now, in the older prov
inces, the dream of one United Canada from Atlantic to Pacific 
was drawing near its splendid realization. British sympathies, and 
loyal sentiments, and some subtle influences from the movement 
in the east, made themselves felt on the western shore, and the 
idea of annexation dropped from view. The loss of Vancouver 
Island would have been an irreparable loss to the Canada that 
was now to spring up. It would have given our western gates 
into the hands of the stranger. The immediate result of the dis
satisfaction was the reunion of Vancouver Island with the main
land in 1866; and the two became the province of British 
Columbia, with Victoria once more the capital. This was just 
when the eastern provinces were preparing for that greater con
solidation which made memorable the year 1867. For five years 
more was British Columbia to stand alone amid her mountains, 
before joining the Great Dominion whose birth we are to watch 
in the next chapter. 



CHAPTER XXn. 

SECTIONS : — 91, GROWTH OF CONFEDERATION SENTIMENTS IN THE 

CANADAS. 92, THE CHARLOTTETOWN CONFERENCE, QUEBEC CON

FERENCE, AND QUEBEC RESOLUTIONS. 93, How THE QUEBEC 

RESOLUTIONS WERE RECEIVED. 94, CONFEDERATION ACCOM

PLISHED. 

91. Growth of Confederation Sentiment in the Canadas. — A 
great idea may gradually impress itself on men's minds and 
charm their imaginations, but they will, as a rale, make small 
eff"ort to realize it, so long as their material needs are satisfied. 
When it seems to offer a way out of some inconvenience and 
annoyance, then it is said to come within " the sphere of practi
cal politics," and men stir themselves to attain it. The idea of 
Canadian Confederation appealed to broad statesmanship, and 
commanded a vague popular respect, for some time before it 
actually touched the people in the guise of a remedy for exist
ing troubles. As soon as its expediency was shown, it descended 
into the sphere of practical politics. Men grasped it eagerly. It 
became an accomplished fact. 

The practical need of Confederation first and most plainly 
made itself felt in the Canadas. Canada then consisted of two 
provinces, each with diff"ering local interests and tra-
ditions, but so united that each was compelled to confedera

tion, 
interfere in the other's local aff"airs. Out of this un
comfortable intimacy Confederation would open a way. At the 
time of the union the parliamentary representation of the two prov
inces had been fixed at forty-two members for each; but in a few 

335 
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years immigration began to ffow into the upper province in such a 
volume that in population it far outstripped its elder sister. In less 
than fifteen years after the union. Upper Canada had two hundred 
and fifty thousand more people than Lower Canada; and loud 
became her cry for a larger representation. This the French prov
ince would not hear of. The French regarded equality in repre
sentation as the safeguard of their speech and institutions. In 1853^ 
the representation was increased for both sections, giving sixty-two 
members to each. But immigration continued to favour the Lake 
province, and the disparity in population grew more and more 
serious. " Representation by Population," familiarly known as 
" Rep. by Pop.," became the rallying cry of Upper Canada; but 
the lower province set its face obstinately against a change which 
would be sure to weaken her power. Parties were now so eagerly 
divided, both in the House and in the country, that a strong 
government was hard to maintain. Conservatives and Reformers, 
or, as they were nicknamed, Tories and Grits, were sO evenly 
balanced that some small local issue would prove sufficient to 
turn the scale, defeat the government, change the hands on the 
helm of state, and disturb the country with new elections. The 
cry of Representation by Population was taken up by the Reform
ers of the upper province, whose ranks then grew apace ; where
upon the French party threw themselves into the arms of the 
Conservatives, and the balance of power was again made equal. 
Ministries succeeded each other in undignified and ineffectual 
haste ; and while the general prosperity of the country made great 
progress, needful legislation was often brought to a standstill. 

The idea of a Confederation of aU the provinces now crept 
down into the lobbies, and politicians began to think there might 
The Maritime ^^ something in it. Whffe talked of as a broad 
fudifierent Pleasure of statesmanship, merely, it left the electors 

cold. Imagination is a plant of slow growth in the 
constituencies. Even now, for a time, the seedhng of our great
ness was overshadowed by a smaller and therefore more easily 
comprehended project; namely, that of a Federal union to be 



THE FATHERS OF CONFEDERATION. 337 

substituted for the Legislative union between Upper and Lower 
Canada. This plan, if it had been carried out, would have left 
each of the two provinces with a Parliament of its own to conduct 
its local and internal aff"airs, while a central government would 
have been formed to deal with such affairs as should affect both 
provinces in common. Meanwhile the Maritime Provinces, happy 
in the successful application of Responsible Government and mak
ing rapid progress in wealth and population, were content, and 
therefore inclined to look askance at any change, however bril
liant its prospects. But events were to occur beyond their bor
ders which would break down even the indifference of content. 

During this formative period, so big with the future of our 
country, great men were thrown to the front in all the provinces. 
In the Canadas arose such men as George Brown, „, „ ^̂  

, ° The Fathers 
John A. Macdonald, George Etienne Cartier, Alex- ofConfedera-
ander T. Gait, Francis Hincks. In order to realize 
that the Confederation of Canada was no mere party measure, but 
an act based on the broad foundation of the people's sentiment 
and the people's wiff, we have but to remember that the men who 
stand out most prominentiy among the " Fathers of Confedera
tion " were the opposing party chieftains. Brown and Macdonald. 
For the accomphshment of this project the great Reformer and 
the great Conservative worked together. In New Branswick the 
chief mover to the same noble' end was the Reform leader, Mr. 
S. L. Tilley. In Nova Scotia the strong hand which brought the 
province into the union was that of the Conservative chief. Doctor 
Charles Tupper. - The superb edifice thus raised amid the har
mony of once jarring factions is committed to the jealous keeping 
of aU Canadians, without regard to race or creed or party. The 
reason now for the existence of opposing parties in Canada is 
but the natural difference of opinion as to how this Confederation 
may best be served, secured, adorned, and upheld among the 
nations. 

It was in 1857 that the Parliament of the Canadas was first 
brought face to face with Confederation. Mr. A. T. Gait, mem-
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ber for Sherbrooke in the Eastern Townships, moved the con
sideration of the subject in an able speech which, though at the 

time it seemed to gain slight attention, nevertheless 
Succession of , " . , A i • • 

ministries in struck root in the minds of his hearers. At this time 
ment of the the government was carried on under a system of 

double leadership. Whichever party was in power, 
each province insisted on contributing a premier, so that the 
ministry had to be a sort of two-headed monster. Governments 
were named from the two chiefs, — as the MacNab-Morin govern
ment, the Baldwin-Lafontaine, the Cartier-Macdonald, the Brown-
Dorion administration. In the year following Gait's trumpet 
blast, came up the strife of local interests over the removal of 
the capital to Ottawa (1858). The Cartier-Macdonald govern
ment, which supported the Queen's recommendation in regard to 
Ottawa, was defeated. A new election brought the Reformers 
into power by a scant majority, and the Brown-Dorion ministry 
took the reins of government. But majorities at this time were 
as shifting as the sands of the sea, and the Reformers met defeat 
without delay. The Conservatives again took office, but with a 
majority so slender and unreliable that there was nothing to be 
seen ahead but speedy wreck. It was clear that a new and bold 
policy was needed. Gait was taken into the ministry, and Con
federation was announced as the government platform. The 
strength of the platform was seen at once, — but the Colonial 
Office was at this time not alive to the imperial spirit, and turned 
a cold shoulder to the scheme. The Maritime Provinces were 
coquetting with the idea of a Maritime union among themselves, 
and would not give the subject even a hearing. The Cartier-Mac
donald government was forced to seek another platform. 

But now these ten years of abundant prosperity were drawing 
The Victoria to a close. Bad harvests, joined with agricultural 
by'thePrin°l* depression, made aU the provinces restiess and ready 
of Wales. fQj. ^ change. At the same time stirring events 
turned the currents of provincial feeling toward loyalty and union. 
The completion of a great national enterprise, the Victoria 



AMERICAN CIVIL WAR. 335 

Bridge of the Grand Trunk Railway at Montreal, which was 
hailed then as one of the world's wonders, excited a family 
pride in the sister provinces. To celebrate with due ceremony 
the opening of this great work, and to lay the corner-stone of the 
new Pariiament Buildings at Ottawa, the Prince of Wales came 
out to the provinces and was everywhere received with an out
burst of loyal aff"ection. His coming was most timely. It served 
as tangible evidence to the colonies of their importance to the 
Crown. In the following year events across the border spoke 
yet more loudly for union. There had been unstable spirits in 
the colonies, whose leanings were toward annexation with the 
American Repubhc. But when, in 1861, the War of Secession 
broke out, and North and South took each other by the throat, 
then annexation ceased to look enticing. 

There had long been a tempest brewing in the Republic. The 
Northern cry for the abohtion of slavery was but one phase of the 
trouble. The real point at issue was that between 

. . . The American 
the individual states and the central government. Did war of seces

sion, 
the sovereign power lie in the states or in the Union ? 
In the South, the group of slave-holding states, it was generally 
held to lie in the states themselves. In the North it was held 
to lie in the Union ; and Northern sentiment, favouring abohtion, 
and proclaiming the final supremacy of the Federal government, 
seemed to threaten the constitutional rights of slave-holding states 
to control their own affairs. When, in i860, the States-Rights 
doctrine was defeated in the Presidential election, and Abraham 
Lincoln, a pronounced abolitionist, was elected to the office of 
President, the storm broke out. The States-Rights party held that 
any state had a right to quit the Union when it would, — and in 
December South Carolina, acting on this principle, seceded. In 
the next few months her example was followed by other Southern 
members of the Union, till the seceders numbered eleven states, 
with a population of about nine miUions. These states formed a 
new Confederacy, with its capital at Richmond, Virginia, and 
with Jefferson Davis as President. The war began early in 1861. 
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The Northern states were' aU Federalist. They bent their ener
gies to the restoration of the Union, the overthrow of the doctrine 
of state sovereignty, and the estabhshment of the principle that the 
supreme power rested in the central government. Great Britain 
ordered all her subjects to maintain a strict neutrality. This 
aroused fierce indignation in the North. It was looked upon as 
a practical recognition of the South as a belligerent power. In 
Northern eyes the Southern Confederacy was not an independent 
power, to be recognized by other powers, but a mere banding 
together of rebels. As such, said the North, it was to be chas
tised by the central government, and ignored by outside powers. 
The anger of the North was still further excited by the fact that 
England seemed in sympathy with the seceders. British vessels 
were very active in running the blockade of Southern ports; and 
British harbours were much used by Southern cruisers. The 
trath of the matter was that, while the British government and 
probably the masses of the British people desired the North to 
win, there were many who could not but see a poetic justice in 
this rebellion. The South was but urging the claim on which the 
Thirteen Colonies had so rudely insisted in 1776. The sons of 
loyalists were inclined to ask why, if the Thirteen Colonies might 
secede from their motherland, might not the eleven Southern 
states secede from the Union? In some parts of British North 
America, particularly in Halifax, the feeling of sympathy for 
the South was frank and strong. But, on the other hand, from 
the upper provinces went many sons of Canada to fight in the 
Northern ranks. 

In the first year of the war the colonies were awakened to a 
sense of their own weakness. Trouble arose between Great Brit-
The Trent ^in ^'^^ America, and it looked as if there would be 
*̂̂ *"- an appeal to the sword. It came about in this way. 

The Confederacy was sending two commissioners. Mason and 
SlideU, to England, to plead the cause of the South, and to seek 
recognition of their country as a belligerent power. They took 
passage on the British mail-steamship Trent. On November Sth 


